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WOODFALL’S 

PARLIAMENTARY REPORT^ 



HOUSE OF LORDS. 

TVESDAT, F EB RUARr^, iy() 6 . 

T he Houfe met this day agreeably to its order on the ad¬ 
journment in December laft. 

1 he Earr^of Mansfield moved, that the lords with white 
ftaves do wait on his Majefty ou the joyful occafion of the 
happy delivery of her royal llighnefsthe Princels of Wales, 
by the birth of a Princefs—Ordcied. 

That the Lord Prefidentand the Duke of Leeds do carry 
a meflage of that Houfe id congratulate her Majclty on the 
fame joyful occafinn.——Ordered. 

That the Lord Privy Seal and the Duke of Portland do 
carry a mcilagc of that Houfe to congratulate their Rpyal 
Highnefl’es the Prince and Princefs of AValcs on the fame joy¬ 
ful occalion.—Ordered.—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Turjday^ Fch> 2. 

This day, being the firft after therecefs, the Houfe was not 
fully attended. 

Mr. Speaker acquainted the Houfe, that he had received 
from the honourable vice admiral C-orniJcallisy the following 
letter, in the return to ihe thanks of this Houfe, fignified to 
him by Speaker^ in obedience to their commands of the 
lOth day of November laft. 

Sir, I have had the honour of receiving your letter, with 
^ the thanks of the Houfe of Commons, upon the conduct 
of a fquadron of his Majefty's fhips under my orders on the 
** j6th and 17th days of June laft. « 

** I feel. Sir, moft fenfibly, the very high honour conferred 
upon me by this vote. J 

To have in any degrro obtained the favourable opinion 
of the Houfe of Commons, was, indeed, far beyond any 
“ thing 1 could have afpired to. 

It was the undaunted fpirit of the captains, officers, and 
** men of every defeription, on board of thofc (hips, which 
deterred the enemy from making a more vigorous attack; 
VojL.IIl. 179&. B “ I will 


» WCr6i;j^JVLL’S TARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Common*. 

• t 

I will rtot fell to communicate to them the diftinguidied 
«« and honpldrable manner in which it has pleafcd the Houfe of 
" Commons to reward their good fcrvices. 

Permit me, fir, to add, that 1 am deeply imprefled with 
the very obliging manner in which you have been pleafcd 
to convey the vote of thanks. “ I have the honour to be, 
With the greateft refpedl, Sir, your moft obedient, 
Dmed on Board the Royal Humble Servant, 

Sovereign^ at Spitlh'oJy WILLIAM CORNWALLIS.** 

'^oth Day of Dec. 1795. 

Right Honourable Henry Addington, Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker alfo acquainter^ the Houfe, that he had re¬ 
ceived, from Rear Admiial Harvey, the following letter, 
in return to the thanks of the Houfe, fignified ti) him by 
Mr. Speaker, in obedience to their commands of the 2d 
day of November lalh 

Prhice of WcdcSy Sp'iihrad^yanuary iiihy 

Sir, I have this day the honour of your letter oF the 3d 
of November laft, tranfmitting to me the rcfolution of the 
Houfe of Commons of the preceding day, on the victory 
obtained over the cnemt the 23d of June laft, by adetach- 
ment of His iVIajclty’s fleet under the command of Admiral 
,Lord Biidport. 

I requeil the favour that you will be pleafcd to alTure the 
honourable the Houfe of Commons, that I entertain the 
higheic fenfc of the honour they have been pleafed to confer 
on me by their vote of thanks ; this tribute of approbation 
on my endeavours to promote the fcrvicc of my king and 
country cannot but be highly grntifying to the feelings of 
** an officer, and for which I fiiall ever retain the moft gratc- 
** ful remembrance. 

I beg you will allow me to return you mv thanks for the 
very polite matmer in which you have been pleafcd to lig*- 
** nify to me the refolution of the Houfe. 

1 have the honour to be, 

“ Sir, your moft obedient. Humble fervant, 

« HENRY HARVEY.'* 
Right honourable Henry Addington. 

Mr. 5 ^rrA:^prefentcd a petition from a gentleman of the 
name of Savilicr, praying that a machine invented for facilita¬ 
ting the printing of cotton and cSlico linen, be confldered. 
Xhis invention was referred to thw confideration of a com¬ 
mittee to examine the fame, and report;^ &c. to the Houfe. 

Mr. Hobart moved for a committee to make an eftimate of 
the pay and cloathing of the militia, Alfo for a committee on 
the expiring laws. 


Prince 



WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. f 

s “ 

PRINCESS OF WALE<i. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer moved a congratulary Ad- 
drefs to his Majcfty on the happy event of the acceffion to his 
Majefty's family and domeftic happinefs, by the fafe delivery of 
her royal highnefs the priacefs of Wales of a daughter. ' 

The Chancellor moved another to the fame cfFeef to her 
Majefty; and another to her royal Highnefs the Prince and 
Princefs of Wales, on the joyfull occafion. The Addrefles 
were voted nem, con, and ordered to be prefented, &c. 

INCioSURE OF WASTE LANDS. 

The order of the day, tor confidering the report of tlte feleil 
committee refpetting the ftate, &c. of thewaife lands, being 
moved, and the rcfolutions read, 

Sir yohn Sinclair rofe to make his motion on the refolution 
for making arrangements with perfons concerned, and for 
removing legal difabilities, toward inclofing and improving. 
He faid it might have been his duty in moving for leave to 
bring In a bill of this nature to enlarge upon the high impor¬ 
tance to the community of thcobjeiEl: to which it was direSed, 
had not the attention of iRc public ^bcen of late fo much turned 
to the fubieif, and had not been fo amply explained in the 
report, which every member had an opportunity to fierul'e. 
The mcafure was fraught with fuch public advantages-*—it 
embraced fuch (klutary proviiions, that it was not ncceflary 
Ibr him to fay much, in order to lead the attention of gentle- 
men to a matter of fo much importance. In this idea, he 
forbore preffing many confiderations, which he w.mld take 
the liberty of fubmitting to them on the fccond reading 
of the bill, for the bringing in of which he was then 
about to move. He would therefore content himfelf for the 
prefent with making a few general remarks. No meafure 
ever brought before that Houfe, relative to the internal regula- 
iation of the kingdom, was of greater moment, or promifed 
more general benefit. No meafure promifed more national 
advantage, whether it regarded the population of the country, 
or the comfort and the happinefs of its inhabitants. He need 
not fay in that Houfe, that from the comparative plenty and 
cheapnefs of the necelTaries of life, the people inercafed ia 
numbers; and were rendered a£livc to dcfcncH and loyal to 
maintain the happy conftvtution and laws under wdiich they 
lived. No mcafure, then, 4 he would fay, added more to the 
naval and military ftrengthof the nation .No meaiure added 
more to our commerciiU and financial interelts than this, which 
refted on the broad bafe of popular advantage,-—on the founda¬ 
tion of agricultural improvement. The chief objedl: was the 
fwftenance of the people at large this evinced its pre-emi- 
nenoe over all other confiderations of internal policy. 

B 2 He 



^ WOODFALC’S PARLIAMIMTaRY REPORTS. [Comkoh*. 

He entertained the moft fenguine hopes from-the projedted 
improvements. So far as he could judge from an excurAon 
into the bed cultivated parts of the Ifland, particularly the 
county of Norfolk, and a furvey of the improvements that had 
taken place of late years, (and its cultivated held no propor¬ 
tion to its waftc and barren parisj, he was led to think, that, 
if tha mcafure met the fupport of the Houfe, the advantages 
that would refult from the plan of the committee were incal- 
culable-x-incalculable he would fay, when he eflimated the 
wide and general fyftcm of improvement he was about to fub- 
mit to their coiifideration. It would not be amifs to fay, that 
the mcafure embraced the utility of 1800 a£ts of parliament 
for private inclofure. The outlines and provlfions of it were 
framed by gentlemen of the beft intelligence—by the 
gentlemen who compofed the fele£f committee on the ftatc 
of the wafte lands. The bill would have that advantage. 
It had been Aibmitted to the infpedlion of the moft refpec- 
table Judges, the moft diftinguiftied lawyers, and moft en¬ 
lightened country gentlemen, of which the nation had to 
boaft, and even in its prefept fhape many perfons of the great- 
eft eminence bad pronounced that by it there would be no 
difficulty in dividing any lands in the kingdom. 

One materia] point he wifhed to prefs on the minds of gen¬ 
tlemen was, its objeft was to diminilh the cxpcnces of private 
inclofure. Previous fo the prefemfeffion, lJ 7 i bills of private 
inclofure had been pafl'ed—between 70 and 8 d bills for drain¬ 
ing and embanking—to theCe he added about 60 in the prefent 
feflion, in all 1900 private bills, the cxpence of which had 
been at lead 8co,cooI. Had all this been applied by the le- 
giflature to the encouragement of agricuhure, the nation 
would not at this time have been prefied by the greateft fcar- 
city:—the country would not hare been obliged to pay up¬ 
wards of a miiiion ftcrling in bounties on imported corn, and 
in ftimulating the induftry and pioinoting the agriculture of 
other countries. 

Such, in a word, he hoped, would be the happy refult of 
the regulation, that the country would be faved in future the 
expcnce, diAreis, and danger owing to fcarcity, by having 
plenty at all thnes, and a ftock in hand to meet the exigency 
of iinprodudlive years. He ronciudt-d, by moving for leave 
to bring in a bill to facilitate the d^^iding and inclofing of cer- 
iadn wafte lands and commons ; and for removing legal difa- 
bilities towards elFe< 9 ting the fame, by making arrangements 
with perfons concerned, &c. The motion was agreed to 
Jtem. cm. 


Sir 



Js Efl. s-] WOODFALL’5 PARUAMENTAJty AEPORTS. $ 

Sir then .moved for a committee of the whole 

Houfe on this day fe’nnight, to confider of granting a bounty 
for the cultivation of potatoes.—Ordered. 

PEACE. 

Mr, Grey rofe apd faid, that previous to the recefs his Ma«^ 
jefty had been gracioufly pleafcd to intimate, by a meflage to 
the Houfe, his difpofition to negotiate with the French for 
Peace, and announcing that fuch a ftate of things had taken 
place in France as would induce him to give the fpeedieli efFe£k 
to any dcfire for peace that might be fhevvn by the French go¬ 
vernment. Ill confequence-of his M^efty's intimation, a 
general hope of the bleHings of returning peace was excited ; 
and a general dcfire of knowing whether peace might be at no 
gr^at diftance, or whether we were ftiii to profecute the war^ 
He, therefore, felt himfelf bound to aik bis Majefty’s mini- 
Iters to give a dirciS anfwer to fuch a fericus queition ? 

The Chancellor of the Exchejner that he did not 

think it incumbent on him to make any anfwer to fuch a qiief- 
tion at prefenc. 

Mr. Grey then faief; that fince the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman did not conceive himieTf bound to give any information 
whatever, in a cafe of fuch common concern, he thought it 
incumbent on him to make a motion, w'hich would oblige minif- 
ters to give fomc fatisfaftion. Mr. Grey fixed Monday the 
J5th inltant for his motion refpeciing peace, unlefs, previous 
Co that day, his Maj^^fty's minifters (hould come forward with 
fomefpecific information. 

Mr. Morris Robinfon^ after having in ftrong terms repro¬ 
bated the manner in which foreign loans w'cre negotiated, gave 
, notice, that on Thin fJay, theiith inltant, he would make a 
motion for leave to bring in a bill, to incapacitate perfons con¬ 
cerned or having a (hare in fuch loans from ferving as mem¬ 
bers in parliament. 

John Callandar^ Efj. for Berwick, was fwom and took hb 
feat. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. ^ 
Weokesoay, helruary 3. 

The Duke of Dorf t reported, that purfuant to the orders of 
that Houfe, the lord^vvith white fiaves had delivered to his 
Majcfly the congratujitions of their lordfliips on the birth of a 
Princefs, andlikevvife his Majefty's anfwer. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, February 3. 

Lord Stojford made a report concerning the addrefs on the 
birch of the Piincefs. * 




f WOODEALL\^ parliamentary REPORTS. [CoMHOK^i 

labourers- 

On the order of the day for the fccond rtading of the bill 
to enable jufticcs of peace to raife the price of labour, Mr, 
Grey apologized for the abfence of Mr. Whitbread, jun. and 
moved for its podponcment to Friday the I2th inflant, 

BARRACKS. 

Seerdary at War brought up the accounts of the money 
a£lually paid for the building of barracks and falaries of bar¬ 
rack mafters, &c. and moved that they be.laid upon the table. 

General Smith (aid, he was glad that, after two month’s 
^reparation, a part of thefe accounts were at lail brought be* 
fore parliament, as he conceived it highly improper that a fum 
of fix hundred and feventy thoufand pounds (hould be expend* 
td without cheir fantf^ion. In two months more he hoped tliey 
ihould receive the whole of the accounts, none of which ought 
to have been incurred without the authority of the Houfe of 
Commons. 

T^he Secretary at JVar faid, he thought it very extraordinary 
that any charge of delay had been flung out againd his Majefty’s 
miniflers on the production of theie ac(Touiits, when it was a 
well known fact that fix weeks out of the two months had 
clapfed ill the adjournment, and it could not be expected that 
the accounts fhould have been laid upon the table during the 
recefs. I'he hon. general imputed blame where it was not 
due; he fhould have recolleufed that this was but the fecond 
day after the recefs, and he allured the Houfe that he came 
down with them the preceding dav, b?jt at the time of his ar¬ 
rival the Houfe bad broke up. VVhen tlie complex nature of 
the remaining part of the accounts was cotuidcred, he trufled 
that they could he hardly expected to be ready with the pre- . 
fent, which is the whole of the adlual expenditure, inalinuch 
as they confift of the fums due upon the buildings completed, 
of the iums likely to be incurred in (he completion of others 
:dready begun, and the eftimates oF thofe intended to be built; 
and when it was recollected that thefe accounts were drawn 
from every part of the kingdom, and tlie ifl.inds of Guernfcy 
and jerfey includcdj .the difficulty of the expedition and the 
abfoluce impoffibiJity of avoiding forue little delay would be 
. found more apparent. 

Mr. Grey faid, that confidering the ^larming magnitude of 
thefe buildings, he could uochelp thinking that there weic jufl 
grounds for the complaint of h:s honourable friend, and that 
^'thereafuas given by the right honourable'fccretary for the ac¬ 
counts not being complete, were by no means fatisfadtory* 
Although the reinainir^g part of the accounts did confift of Turns 
due upon the buildings completed, of the Turns likel) to be in- 
^curred in the completion of others already begun, and the 

cilimatc 
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eftimates of thofe intended to be built, could it be imagined 
that bis Majefty's minifters had been fo negligent of their duty* 
as not to have previoufly had the eftimates of thefe buildings 
laid before them ? They were fufficicntly blameable in not 
coming to parliament ivith thofe eftimates before the buildings 
were begun, lince if the buildings were bcjjun without any 
eftimatc, they were criminal in the higheft degree, Mr. Grey 
concluded by exprefting a hope that if the motion pafled, as 
he trufted it would, for laying them on the table, a certain 
number of copies would be ordered to be printed fur the ufeof 
the members of that Houfe, • 

T/fe Secrefary at JVar remarked that his Majefty’s miiuf- 
ters had been charged with a degree of laxity of attention, 
bccaufe all the accounts were not immediately produced, wheif 
the gentlemen on the oppoftte fide I'ecmed to forget that they 
had moved not only for the accounts of the adfual expendi¬ 
ture, and the eftimates of the buildings already begun, but for 
an account of thofe intended to be ercdled alfo, and^if they 
would but deliberate for a moment before they poured out 
their inveflive, tl)ey*might recolleft that no eftimates arc 
ufually made for public buildings intended to be erected until 
government is on the point of putting the plan into execution. 

General larleton faid, it was ufual for his Majcfty'f minif¬ 
ters to lay all the eftimates of the expences for the current year 
upon the table, at the time of making the loan. With refpeA 
to the delay he well knew that accounts could not be laid 
upon the table during the rccefs, there was however, time 
enough to do it previous to the recefs, the mode of proceed¬ 
ing in the prefent adminiftration in regard to accompts and 
papers called for, was highly ccnfurablc, it was their cuftom 
to enter firft into an undefined account for the erection of bar¬ 
racks, the bar.e mention of wiiich would have made many par¬ 
liaments fljudder lince the revolution, and then.come to that 
Houfe to pay the expences. 

The accounts were ordered to be laid upon the table, and a 
certain number of copies to be printed. 

Mr, Wilberferce gave notice rtiat he (hould make a motion 
for the iminediaic abolition of the Slave Trade, on Thurfday, 
the 18th inftant. 

General Smith moved for the returns of all the corn an 4 
flour imported into this kingdom, fince the pafling of the'aflb 
for that purpofc, with I Ipecification of the ports, and a lift of' 
the perfons who haycTeceived bounties for the fame; Agreed to. 

Mr. Baldwin moved for the ifluing of a new writ to eleft a 
reprefentative for the borough of Hindoo, in Wiltftiire, in the 
room of Thomas Wildman, dcccaled. Ordered. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF LORDS, 

i 

THUKSDAYt Fihruary 

The Earl e/Ma»s/e.’^ reported their Majc/Iies* anCwer to 
congratulations ot the Houfe on the birth of a Princefs. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

THtTRSDAYj February 

The order of the day for the Houfe to refolve itfclf into a 
committee of the whole Houfe, on the marine mutiny bill, 
being read. 

Lord Arden moved, that inflru£l:ions be given to the com¬ 
mittee to introduce a claufe to enable officers of the marine to 
enlift men for thht fervicc, from the marching regiments, Sic. 
beyond feas which was Jtgrecd to. 

The Houfe then refolved itfelf into a committee. Sir 
t^nilip Stephens in the chair, and went through the bill, and 
the Houfe being refumed, the report wa& ordered to be brougitt 
tip the next day. 

Mr. Ryder moved for leave to bring in a bill to indemnify 
die governors and lieutenant governors of certain parts, for 
permitt'mg rhe importation and exportation of goods in foreign 
bottoms. Granted. 

Leave was likewile given to bring in a bill for continuing an 
a£t paflfed in the 31ft. of his prefent Majefty, for eibabiilhing 
courts of juftice in Ncwfoundbnd. Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LOR DS. 

Friday, February 5. 

Several bills were received from the Commons, after which 
their lordfhips heard counfel on a Scots appeal, Lindfiy verjui 
Kenlock, till pail Ax o’clock.—Adjourned till Monday. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, February 5. 

Mr, BiSat reported the anfwer of the Prince and PrioccAi of 
Wales to the congratulatory mellage o'n the birth of a Princefs. 

^hc Sheriffs of London prelented a'petition from the Lord 
^ayor. Aldermen, and Common Council, praying that a 
ihould be pa/Fed for the better regulatinjg the retail of Aih. 

• ' Lerd JVilham Rujffel preiented a petition from the magiffrates 
of the county of Surrey, praying that a bill fiiould be piled 

for 
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for 4 limited time) prohibiting the making of bread filter ibaa 
a certain quality. 

Gentral Smith rofc to exprefe his approbation of the petition, 
and hoped it would be followed by others of afimilar aatUMt*^ 
referred to the corn committee.—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, February 8. 

Heard counfel further on the Scots appeal, Lindlay Virfut 
Kcnloch i and on Mullen’s divorce bill. • 

Several private bills were received from the Commons.*T!» 
Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, February 8 . . : 

The Kincardine roads, and Roth well Haigh tnclofi^e bill? 
were read a third time and pafled. 

The Marine Mutiny bill was read a third time and pafled. 

NEW WET-t>OCKS, &C. 

Mr. Manning {}refented a petition from a number of mer* 
chants refident in the cities of London and Weftmin^ef'and' 
the borough of Southwark, for leave to bring in a bill to ena» 
ble them to erefl and eftablifh new wet-docks, and legal quays 
and wharfs upon the river Thames, according to fome plans 
prefented with the petition, as the increafed commerce of the 
country required fuch accommodations. 

The Lord Alayor begged pcrmifllon to trouble the Houfe 
with a few words before the petition wais laid upon the table. 
He agreed with the petitioners, that the increafed commerce 
of the country required additional accommodations ; he hoped 
however that the Houfe would confidet that the corporation 
of the city of London enjoyed certain franchifes, privileges, 
and immunities, fettled upon them by charters and various, 
a6ts of Parliament, which would be totally done away if die 
object of the petitioners, according to their prefent plan, were 
confirmed by law, and carried into execution. During Che 
prefent war the merchants had, his lordihip faid, been greatly 
incommoded for want qf quays and wharfs toiand^their im> 
ports on, or fhip their, exports -from this country, with any 
reafonable oepedition, ^ing to the detention of ve£&ls, bodi 
at home and abroa^ far convoy; whereby the river Tbanfesj 
though fo admirably large, was icarcely large enough for 
quantity of traders in it at the fame time to unload or (hiptbetr 
goods with convenience and diipatch. A fimilar inconveidi«' 
Voi. Ill. 17961 C efl«e 
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ente was experienced and complained oif fome years ago, and 
a bill was accordingly brought into FarJianient to obviate ic, 
which pafled that Hbufe; bur, for what reaf^in he did not 
knoWy it was objefled to elfewhere, and did not pafs into a 
law. With regard to the prefent aicafure, he was defired by 
his conftituents and the corporation of London to inform the 
Houfe, that the corporation had already authorized fome of 
its members to attend the committees of thf petitioning mer¬ 
chants, and was dcGrous to render every kind of accommoda¬ 
tion poffi^ld, conGftent with their own charters. That 
furthermore they had already allowed {even or eight hundred 
thoufand pounds, as the expendit'ire for plans of improvement 
and accommodation, and that if the wharfs were eredlcd'and 
eljlabUflied according to the prefent plans of the petitioners, the 
whole of the Wealth, commerce; and property of the city of 
London would be diverted to another pl.icc, and a new city 
of London tse eftablilhed in oppofition to the old one. He 


hoped therefore that the obje£l of the petition- would be fairly 
and deliberately, examined, and at tlie lame time allured the 
Houfe that by the next fellion'of parliament, the city of Lon¬ 
don expcifled to be ready with fuch plans of improvement and 
accommodatioa as might remove the complaints of the mes- 
chantsV ^nd prev^i^t the evils which the objeeb of the petition, 
if carried into e£l^,. was likely to produce. 

Alderman AnderJan fcAXo'Mcd bis lordfhip and further Hated, 
that this tneafure would injure the corporation, and fet up 
another body gifted with.ftatutary powers in diretSl oppoAtion 
to the chartered rights of the city. The corporation, as his 
right honourable friend the Lord Mayor faid, were buf'red in 
inquiring into the merits of the caufe; and if the complaint 
of the petitioners were,found juft, it would be redrefted. 

Sir H^lliam Tsung {aid, that as far as he could fee into tlse 
huAheis, the city of London and the corporation were at if- 
fue. He hoped that while the members of the city of London 
were doing their duty, the Houfe would not fuft'er any prepojf- 
. feflion to take place. The Lord Mayor had ftated that aJi 
epormous futn fud been expended by the corporation on 
wharfs, &c. J>ut he ought to have confidercd that more than 
.the intee^df this futn was loft to the petitioners for.want of 
dpcks. He, fthcieiorc, thought the petition worthy the at¬ 
tention, qf the Hodik : and when a hul fliould be fubmitted, 
the worthy ^sddermen aiid others would in ail its.ftages have, 
sin opporttfoity of making their obje<Elionsl He inftanced Li- 
veirpoot, wbecy, he Arid, the advantages of trade were much 
. grea;^r fp merchantr, in confequence of fuch regulations en- 
, Ker^d intu by them for facilitating the loading and unloading of 

veu'els 
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veflels. Were this the cafe, he thought the merchants of 
London ( whichHiras tiie emporium of the nation) were entitled 
to at leaft as many advantages as any others, 

Mr. Aiderman Lufldngtan admitted that the complaints of 
the petitioners were well founded, for, he hid himfelf expe^ 
rienced fome of the i nconveniences, but all the. claim of the 
city of London in refpe£l to the objedl of the petition was Am¬ 
ply this, the claim of preference. He had no doubt but the 
plans of the city of London, when prepared, would be com- 
mer fiirate to the neceflity, and if thofe plans did not fail, he 
trufted that the juAice of tije Houfe would fecure Ihe city in 
its pnvileies, and pay attention to that immenfe mafs of pro¬ 
perty acciimulated by commerce and induftry in it, which 
might orherwife be drained away. 

Xhe petition was oidered to be brought up. 

Mr. A'derman Lr Alejuricr obferyed, that not Only the City 
of Lomton but the borough of Southwark would be materially 
inj ited if the petitioners fucceeded in their obj'^. He was 
proceeding in his obfervations, when 

The Speaker reminded him that, as there was no bill before 
the Houfe, he was irregular. • . . 

Mr. Alderman Le Mefurter exculpated hitnfelf, by faying, 
that he did not mean to be guilty of any irregularity, attHough 
he might be precipitate iu hisobjeftions to tbd purport of ^e, 
j^etirio'i, vvhich arofe from his zeal to difeharge his duty, its 
he v/as pledged to his conflituents to (^pofe it. 

.“^ir JVatkin Letois rofe merely to put the houfe upon its 
gunrd againfl the alarming magnitudeofthe prt^ofition, which, 
if it went not to 'deprefs but increafe the commcrcrc and wealth 
of the city -of London, ought to be carried. He wifhed to 
give it every fair coiifiaeralion; he was bound however to 
premife-that roco families would be totally deprived of their 
prelpnt means of fubfiftence, while there wese no lefs than 
,100,000 people interefted. 

Air. Manning informed the Houfe, that out of the i6oo per- 
fbns alluded to, 143Z had given their aflent; 287 of which 
were owners, and the reft occupiers. 

Sir Wuitam Tot*n^ again troubled th^ Houfe to fet them 
right in cafe any difficulty fhould arife from the complicated 
ftatement of the queftign. The conteft was between the 
corporation ofthe city of London and the great leading inter- 
eft of the fame city, and he doubted whether any qppofttion 
could be brought agaihft the petitioners, equal either in num¬ 
bers or in property. 

The petition was referred to the couAderation of a com¬ 
mittee, confifting of the attorney, and folicitor generals, the' 

S 2 ' maftet 
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Inafter of the rolls, the members and nnercbants of the city 
^ ^ndjimand the 1 >orQugh of Southwark, the members of 
the counties adjacent, and the gentlemen'of the long robe, 
yrith potker to fend for perfons, papers, and records, and to 
seporc their opinion thereon to the Houfe. 

AbstkAcT petition lattly freputei byMx, MANkiNG, in fanfoup 

ef the Wkt Docks* 

> I 

A Petition of the feveral perfons, whofe names ate thereunto fubferibed, bemg 
merchants and others reftding in or near the cities of London and Wcftannfter» 
the borough o( Southwark, and parts a^acem^ in the counties of Middlefea ontt 
Surrey, was ptefented to the Houfe, and read { fettliig forth, that, by the great 
increase of (he trade and commerce of the cities of London and Weftminfter, the 
Borough of Soutliwnrk, and part^ adjacent, theprefent legal wharfs and quays On 
the rWer Thames, and thol'e ufed by fuHcrance as wharfs and quays, arc found 
inadequate to the accommodation of the ihipping, which has been in a ftatc of 
sbcreare during the-Jaft Inindred years, and to the purpofes of landing andfhipplng 
goods and-merchandize , and, from the crowded ftate of the fald river, the navU 
gatiun is much impeded, and many inconTenlcncles, delays, and accident^, as 
Well as lofifes and datnagrs, arre ocesfionedto the tra^e and commerce of the port 
of London; and that, by rcafon of the increafed navigation of the faid river, 
great^amages a id delays are fufhiined by the owners of, and perfons intcrefted in, 
^h’ps a^weffelk rcfortlng to theiaid port of London; that the faid feVeral grlcv-* 
ances might bt'removed if good and fuiliclcnt wet docks or bkfons, canals, and 
ettts> with pr6J>er outlets, and other nccclTary works, were made, in convenient 
fituationsnear the faid river, for the reception and difeharge of vcflel-, which 
Would gitc proeeftion and dilpatch to ihipping, accommodation to commerce, 
ind fecurity*to the revenue; and that, for carrying into efieft the purpofes 
tforefaid, it will be necc/fary to purclufe certain lands, buildings, and premifes, 
which cannot be done without the aid and authority of Parliament; and that the 
petitioners have caufed furvey:, plant, and eitimates to be made of the feveral 
works neceffary to be done for providing docks, bafons, canals, and cuts, and other 
acconimodatiuns, as aforcfald, and have ralftd a fubfcription for carrying thefam*^ 
into execution; and therefore praying, that leave may be giving to bring in a bill 
. for effedling the faid purpfes, by fuch ways and under fuch regulations, and rc« 

f ' 

firli^Ions, as to the Hoafe fhall feem meet.'* 


TAXATION OF THft FUNDED AND LANDED PROPERTY* 

Mr. Grey rofe to aik leave to prcfejit a petition, which he 
held in his hand, and which was of very extraordinary na¬ 
ture) praying/or the dire& taxation o^all the funded, and land¬ 
ed property, and being figncd by only one perion. W hen, 
however, be informed the Hoafe that that perfon was no lefs 
Chan Sk Francis Slake, a man of the pureft patriodfm, and 
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of tried integrltj% he truftcd there would be no appreheyfiont 
refpedling the hngular circumftancc he had ftaced. .W^ett 
it was recaUe£):ed that the national burdens had rifen to the 
niofl alarming amount, it would not furprife the Houfe that a 
man of his difpofition &ould turn his thoughts to the prevren* 
tion of that evil which had often been foretold, but which now 
came more immediately in prorpc£t, a national bankruptcy. 
Our prefcnt fituation called in a peculiar degree for ibme pru¬ 
dent intervention, fince we had juft feen thet taxation could 
no longer be extended, the Bill that had been lately read, ap¬ 
pearing to be one of thelaft of our refources. Som^remedy 
to the uncontrollable profufton. of minifters, which had been 
more extravagant during the prefentwar than in the moft cx- 
trayagant of all wars, the war with America, abfcluteljr 
requllitc, and the petitioner had attempted to fugged a plan 
for it. There certainly were many objeflionsto it, fome of 
wnich he could ftart himfelf he tlioughtit nevertheleft entitled 
to the confideration of the Houfe. It had been a repeated 
alTertion, that the land of the kingdom payed all taxation, and 
the commerce could fhlft It oft and elude it by a thoufand ways, 
when the land had none. This poUtion, Mjr. Grey faid, 
might he true in the infancy of commerce, but at this timj^ 
it was clear that it was fo. I'hc minifter had computed^W 
rental of the landed property of the kingdom to be no more 
than twenty-five million^, while the annual taxes were equi¬ 
valent, fome inquiry ought therefore to be made tipoa the 
ftate of the national finances. The Houfe might prob^ly fc^ 
colledl, that, fome years ago, a perfon of the n^ne of Hiitchia-. 
fon made an ingenious calculation upon this fubje^, .averting 
that there was no public debt, but that It was in¬ 

dividuals, who might each difeharge his ftiare, aa4, in lieu,of 
taxes, propofed that each ftiould make a contribution for its 
difeharge. The petitioner ha^takt-n up this idea, and afied 
upon tlte fame plan. As to the general object of the expen¬ 
diture, and the ncccflity of interpofing fome check to it, the 
fafety of the country demanded that it Ihould no longer be 
delayed. He faid, he had waited three or four days for the 
attendance of fome of the minifters before he prefented the 
petition, and he prefented it then, to his-regret, when there 
was only a Tingle minifter \i\ the Houfe. 

The petition was read and ordered to be laid upon the tabic. 

Copy 2;^/&-PETITION.c/Sir FRANCIS BLAKE. Bart< 

TO THE HONOUR ABLE THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

** ^he Humi/e PetitieiT pf Sit FrancU S/ake, 

•• Statethf 

« That the petitioner may be permitted, to sketch for their confidcratioa the 
Outline of ^ arrangement, which take*; fur its huh the political falvation of thii 
• couatry. 
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eountn', the happm^L of the camtnun:ty at large* and of every Individual j an 4 
vhi'h propofes to work its effcA ty means which are apparently both cafy, certain 
fafe, and honotirable: And the petitioner Aarther prayeth* that it may be per- 
anitted him to ihite to the Houle, for the purpofc of theirxnow tcady d^ermin-itlon, 
the rcafons iftdiich have influenced him to Tuppofe the arrangement in queflion to 
be franght with the benefits ftiggefted to Mm ; which are bnefiy as follow—That, 
from fourers of informntion the befl within his reach, it has appeared to the com¬ 
plete farisfadtUm of the petitioner, that trade is* not an objedt which, by any pof- 
fiblc human contrivance, can be made amenable to the payment of any tir. t!iat 
can rffedt^ the parties concerned in it$ management, mafmuch as the parties 
fo concerned can always contrive to relieve thcmf-Kcs by ihifring the weij.hc. 
which in that cal^ innil ultimately and princtpalTy fill upon the proprietor* 
Ai land, who have no fnch means of flilfting the weight; That un;- 
ficrmley, as the trade of the naticn has more or left fleurihej, the territoriai 
venial has, in like manner and in fomc fu:h proportion, been obfcrvrd to sdvauc?. 
That in the year I 6qo, the tcrrltoiial rental paid did not exceed fix raillion: peran- 
tun: that from the yeaV j6ao to i6SS under all the difficulties and dlflrclTcs of ti e 
intervening fpace, the trade of the country inercafed, and the rental advanced frooi 


fix to fourteen mUlient per annum—computin|^ tlieiefore, by the vaftincrcafu of 
tradefrom tiie period laft named ta'thc prefent rime, compr.xing a feries of year* 
for tiw: moft part fivourablr, ilji final rcii.lc niuft hr, that *‘hr r-er'^nt rr^r i’ ■•n - 
be fuppofi'd to l.ul iliort of 50 ni’’p’-. ■'lu-r. ', 'M’thJ"; of 
conriC&'t<i Ae^’foSlowing-conclnwns—that tl‘- '•vy to the land is to give 

rvery 'pofisbbt*cncoUTageTncnt t. ade} rh.;t ri»c way lo denrefs the land is to hui den 
ttftde^that to burdencradeib ineireft, to burden land, hefd.’: d'.picilin^ it—Taking 
prefirnt territoriHl rental at fifty millions per aniiam—the funded 
lehtiVat tert mHlions—the two together at fixty millions per annum—the pn fent 
goverwnwnt at 'fifcecn millions per annum—the prclfurc of ihofc pay¬ 
ments onthfrrdntal named as authot iacd by general acknowledgcmcntat fihccnfiiili* 
i tgs Ilf tte Jound—the petitioner proceeded to rcar>n .upon thofe data, as fullo^vs i 
Ifit 1 >etree tbaftheTerrltorial and funded rental is ftxty millkms per annum— 
then ft’is trift alfi>, ihnt five ihillinJs in |hc pound on fuch rental will rall'c a 

venue of iffteen millions Jfcr annum: If it be true, that we now pay at t)x: 

• % 

rate' offiftoen ihillings in the pound to raifea revenue of fifteen mllUons— 
then >s it aWb tiue, that iftre pay ten ihiUiugs in the pound mere than we 
have any Wcafion* to pay: if tz be true, that the trading part of the 
nation «an al^va'ye contrive to create for thcmfclves an exemption from fiate 
burdens—then it true aUb, that the landed and founded proprletora are, and 
have ail alon^, to their irreparable lofs, been the principal, if not the foie, pay- 
xna^eri of^alf ^pofl?;, and| confequeutly^ t^at little or no injury will be done to 
that ^odyofmen, but that great and lufling f^dvantage WUl acerv^ to tlocm a«d 
to thtirjrafiezjty, by changing the mode, as ^ce-propofedy re. 

ve|]U9. ,Thc petitioner therefore prays, that he may bo pcrmilted ^d authorized 
to charge Ms real cilates with the payment of 30,cool« or with (be payment of 


uicb 
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fuch other fum^ be the fame morp or lefs, a5 ipoy he ArccrtQi>:cii by the Honfe ter 
hi^ proportionate i}>arc of the public 4ebt> fuppofiog the fiid public debt to bff 
pare riled out for.paym'^nt among ^the fevexai propcletctrs 9t‘landa«, mlaes, waters, 
tyrhes, rents in any way arilin/ thcre^om, znomes ib feciutd and publk fiindsa 
And the petition -: furilici prays, that his fald dLites may be mide fubje^to the 
payment 'jf on thefuro to be charged, as above, at the rate of 4!. per tent, 

or ati> rate of Iritere(i, be die fame more or ie&, which may appear to die 
IlviU.'. iJ hr his proportionate Ihare of the annual charge of the fald public debt 
tbc fame to be transfqrcd as aforefaid : And petitioner further prays, 

' nat hr may he permitted and authorifed to pay, in future,his proportionate fhirc-of 
rhe ciril lift and peace cflabH/liment by an annual pound rate, tbe (jnaatum of whidi 
pouixl rate to be afcertalnod by the Houfein like manzKr as before has bfieniumefl* 
And the petitioner further pray^, that as often as tkc cxig':ncics of gov-'.^nment 
snay requ're a furtlier nid-he mjy be]>ermitted and xutUbriibd to pay hU preportion- 
ati. ihare of the farae by fuch an addldonal pound rate, as afeertained.by the 

Houi'e, to be fufficient to occumnlite the him which would fall to his lot of payment, 
fjppofingthc whole annual fupply to be rwfed within iht year, and parcelled-oat 
pjymenL among the fevcral PropHctor^ atorefaid: andtliepeddoncrfucLhec prayis, 
chat he may be permitted and authorllcd to notice fuch temp^ary and permanent 
p:t} menr^ as have been ieverah/ named and aiTcnced to on his part, h^lf 


InMmncts, and that the fame m:iy be declared tb be accepted in tuh 
of his proportionate ihare of alluaes, duties,, jmd pa4Ii^eutiry,«a9«9fi^ 

jnld already, or which hereafter niay be laid, on the fubje^a .of 

their concerns." 

Sir Hfibert Salifhtiry wlthed to k;now of,the bppQurablc gca- 
tleman, who had given notice Wore the recefs. that heinttW* 
ed topropofe a tax upon dogs, whether he intended to ..hcJae 
tliat fubjeA forward? 

Mr. pent (aid he had that intention, and that he.Xhould 
propofe it in the next committee of ways and means, unlels he 
fhould have the minifter’s alfurance that he himfelf was deter* 
mined to propofe it early in the next feffion of parliament, in 
which cafe he (hould give it up, under a convidUon of its be¬ 
ing llkelj to be more cfFedlual than if it came from iUnn. The 
4 dea he had was,' that the produce fhould be appropriated fofely 
to the relief of the poor, and he faid he was confirmed in the 
propriety of irapofing fuch a tax, from having received actoonts 
that 15000 flieep were annually dellroyed by dogs. 

Mr. Burdon (aid, he wal inclined to think the tax would be 
produdive, and that the fefmers in general Would rathet ap¬ 
prove than complain of it. ' '' ' 

After a Aort conveffation, thebufinefthndeJ forfhf jtfefent, 

Some private bufinefs being afterwards gdhe Arough, the 
Houfe adjourned, ' » . o » 


tiOUSfi 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thurfday^ feb* ,9 

Heard' counfel further oh the appeal, IJndfay verfus Keu- 
loch, and adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday^ Feb. g 

INCLOSVRES. 

Rigtherftone Inclofure Bill waa paflcd. 

A petition'was pref^ted from the Manchefter Agricultural 
Socie^, in fevottr ofihe general incloftve Bill, and ordered to 
' be laid oxtthe table. - 

diUs^Were ordered in, fyr incloilng the watte lands of Brad> 
ffifttaii, Wortbingtoo,, Hinton' Cayllon, Noith New- 
AngtOn, Shanrington, Cartmili, Ellowr., Harlingtoni Biather- 
-wicfe^ Malden, -Farnworth, Hougiuon Regis, Farringdun, 
and Rsdgmoot. 

’ »SsdAN* 

Mr. Witlidm Smith brought up the report of the cotntnittce 
^p^|s«inted to conlider the circumftances of the lace loan, which 
whinh ord^ed to -be phnt(^. Mr. Smith gave nofke that 
be iho upmove td-liave^the report. 

Alderman Andetjm prefented a mtition from the proprie- 
■cors of the miUions bank, praying that they might be allowed 
toAivide the funds and dilTcdve tbeibciety vhiich was referred to 

comniittee. . 

barracks 

' General Smith fmd, he-rofe to ftate to the Houfe a motion 
‘which he'would then fubmit, reTpefling the barrack returns. 
'He few die name of general De Lanc^ to the accounts of 
forty four difiPerent barracks; but the manner in which the cx- 
'pences were applied was not ipecified. General Smith wa; 
'proceeding at large againfe fuch a mode of furuilhing accounts j 
when 

The Speaker informed him that he was irregular in making 
'a preamble to his motion., 

. Upon which he moved, “ Thjt ihwe J>e laid i>efqre the 
'Houfe, an account of the number of infant^-ahd'cavalry, for 
whidi the different barracks were^rovided, . ' " 

Mr,-Grey feid, he wifhed to know, from< the fecretary at 
' war, when the further extraordinaries of the army, which 
Was called for previous to the read's, wtmld *bc lurniihed 
to the Houfe: as he intended, if he did nor get a fetisfa£iory 

anfwcr. 
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anf\yer, to make the follonring whictr, embrac^ 

the whole of the que^Oti lie' want^ WiWmation upon 

That there be laid b^e thfr-Houfi^ eftiinates of Ac ground 
rents' of ■founds ttpoa w^h< l^rracks baye bw ;,bai|t—*of the 
yearly rents of buildings occupied as Iwiucks*!—and of the 
monies expended in the .purcb^ of grounds for the further 
ereclion of barracks.” 

Tht Secretary at War replied, thid; be believed the accounts 
which the hon. gentleman had ^1^ for, were either ftated in 
thofe furnifhed to theHouTe, or iti other accounts about to be 


furnifhetj^ there would therefore be nooccafico for the jnotion* 
He iiad faid^ on a forenef bight, diat-there wepd elilafotes. of 
barracks to be built, prefented, {which* theti^e, ootdd not 
have all that regularity which gentlemen oaHedi^: he vras 
certain however that general 1>e x^i)ceybad It indits^iqiirer to 
give regular returns of the expenoes Of'the baesacfos t^ady 
built and occupied; and this,' he prefome^ hma jfoe cafe. It 
was true. Government had^ it in'«ei^e{ii^dsiaoa.tnlM}|^^ 
barracks; but they had not yet detennined to vi^faMent. 
When this point fhould he imfod, the accounts would be fob- 
mitM wifo pirecifo^tB, till ihc9 .th«% cpuld be iM,predfe efti* 

mate and calculation- . j ‘ 

Mr. Qrey laid, he iwd no.>bjei^b, 

had receiced to forbbr hisJ footioil, all 

(attshed with the information he had jdu hOfiii^"" 
be (atashed, when he .bonhdexi^ the^ipfed^^iOb 
to proceed in the iodefimfo e^re^kiNi^biiriadcej 
them endeavouring to effablilb'^a that trtfor iilid'bo^ 

deemed the laoft unconftitotional, a ^ftets tbatbdi^flb^ Re¬ 
filled in all.good times as fobverfivc of our rights and Ifoerties 
as Eqglibmen. It was, Mr. iGriey, fold aa sdarBiing!.an:uir.2 
fiances to foe 1,158,000!. laid out akdad^ fo the tHdudsfei^'sKld 
fiiU more to foe admintforation gcNhgoh ki if plan of imdefoied 
expenfo. Where we^ they to ftop? He hnfhed a^a to 
afotthe hqoqurkble focfeWy wheif^mlqi^s would have ^r 
minds made up, and when he could' fiirhUh efiiqqates of ^ibfe 
barracks that were intended Cu be built. 

Th»Seei^at^it H^ar fatd, that farcotdd act fix mrti^ 
cuijur ttmei teJiad before fold all be coold foy 
The hphc^ltlc geofipBoan might call their bii^io&qiireW- 
racks dn ihdelii^ inifontioh (ierhi^ as 
minds inade up; fiiv were however' undeteiihiifod'j^^ 
puii^iu They Ifod im idea of aft a 

racirs, astfof hemoti^fo jg^lemah fiMmed* 

'Phe motion was then uhthdrawn. 

“ voL. III. 1796. D n$ 
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t 

., Secretary at War prefented a- lift of the Ofticers in In*- 
dia» lately promoted.tOvhis Majefty'ji ibrA'icot 

General Smith exprefled himifeif faiisfied.with--the produdion* 
of thofe topers, which he hadcalM for previous tothe recefs.- 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMON?. 

’ 

WEBNEsBAY^Frirwory 10. 
rf-. PAUL’S CHURCH. 

« I I S 

Lsrd Hood prefented'R petition from the parifliioners of Sf 
Paul’s Coveht Gtrdenf'prajing that leave may be given to* 
bring in a-i^ill to enable the partihionera to rebuild the church’ 
of t^-ftiid parj&, confomedfome' months ago by fire. Read,- 
and rc^erriied t(» .a contiBit^; ■ ’ ' 

Ordered, that Lord Hood, Mr. Fox, the members for the* 
city of London, county of Middlerex,> &t. be of the faid com~ 
mittec., . . 

■ - BUTvrER.' 

f*- f . , 

Mr. /&^<rrt’p^ented a petition from the dealers in butter 
in L^jn^ba .and. its viemity, fiadi^ that frauds and incon- 
vemit^SEit; aroCe/rooi the pr^mt modeofpadcing and weighing, 
butter, and praying for a regtdation in the fame. Read and 
rcfeEred:.» a fQmroi«ee- , ..v. .jt 

.. ■■ WIl>-;DOCKSft.. 

1 

Ordered, on inosi(»i,'tiidc an'members who attend the com*^ 
mktee on the petition in. fKe&ar of the foraiatiom of the new* 
wet dbohs in Wapping have voices- 

r « ^ • 1 ^ * * * 

. S«RAW AttH^’BASr.' 

yiu.Mamoartng prefented a petition ffom the canfumers^ 
of Hhty^and' ftraw in London and the vicinity, praying that 
rego}adons may be adopted in the Tale of tbOle articles. Read, 
arra referred to a committee to report their opinion of the fame.- 

AGRICULTURE. 

Sir%ip 5iWtftV,prefidcnt of the board of Agriculture* pte^ 
femeapraying for further grams, as ait |^.e.|braier 
giants'Bad. been . expended iii .the puipofes 'for wduch they 

werey^Uid- ... , ;■ •‘■V - • 

. WAVs MEAKSii . - » 






In » of ways and ' means, two millioofi^ ffiver 

bundled chouihnd.pounds,' in exchequer iSiilSi vntre^yotetfior 

' the 
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the fervkc of the current year. And in a committee of fuj^- 
plv the fame fum was vot^ to tnake good a like Turn ifliied 
Uft Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, February xj. 

Heard counTeT'-further on t^e appeal, Lind&y vtrfus Ken* 
>]och, till fix o’clock. Adjourned. 

•HOUSE oFcoJ^MONS. 

^hur/fluy^ Fek* ix. 

Mr. D. Jte/# prefented a petition from the Dlreftors of the 
Laft India Companv, tor leave to bring in a bill to enable the 
laid Company to throw down certam hoafes V* Leadenhall 
Street, &c. and to crc£t ceruin additiom to the JLhdia tlohre. 
agreed to. 

PUfiLXCAiti. 

Mr. Fex prefented a<petitioa from the Publicans, retailers 
cf malt liquors, praying for certam regulations more elfe£lually 
10 prevent the ftealing of pewter pots; the petition faggefted 
that publicans ihould be pcoiubited lending or leauin^ptRs 
a\t the houfes of their cuftomers. Ordered to lie on 

ORAXH. <* 

General Smith faid, it was his intention to tnbve for ibondily 
returns of the corn imported rntoOteat Britain, in confequence 
^i the late bounties gianted by parlianient. 

SLAVE trade. ' * ' 

Mr jyilberforte moved for an account of the number of 
veiicis, together with accounts of their tonnage and the num¬ 
ber of men they carry, employi;d in the sranfportatioa of 
Davisfiomthc coaftof Africa to the Weft: India i[flands fincethe 
laft accounts were laid upon the table; as alfp an account of the 
number of Haves traoTported to the Weft .Jndia Iflands frorri 
the coaft of Africa, and from our pyiti . colonies, to fo* 
ceign parts. Ordered. 

S/r WUUmn Dilben mrved that Ac llave carrying be 
read to-morrow, pro jiirma^ previous to its annual toriewal, 
And a committee ^pointld thereoq. Ordered. ' 

Mr. M, Rabtnjgn rofc,,in conformity to his notice on a for* 
pier day, to move a pr^ltpofition to reftrain members of parha- 
from having any concern in foreign loans. He prefaced his 
motion by a variety pf^obfervations on the pernicious influence 
oftoreignconne^ons and wars; andthen proceeded to antmad* 

D 2 veit 
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vert on the politicAl coodu^l of the Chancellor of the Exche-* 
the Eropecor of (jicniiany. I^ut^and General Walh- 
ins;ton; thieJDtrke of.Marlboroagh,,and Geaeeai.Duinouiicr* 
*Z1»e Eight Honourable CJtmcdloc of the Exchequer had, he 
obferred) formerly prided hhnfelf onthe hoUnds of his raeafures 
and the kind of eloquence in which he introduced them; but 
in the prefent feffion his boldneft and his eloquence feemed to 
have concentered in two-.^ithe -was going to call them, hut he 
would not fav— • infamous Bills, as they nad palled that Houfe; 
on them he feemed to have bent the whole puipole of his foul, 
and to have been in the oppoftte fcale of rderve and iecrct fi- 
fence on other fubjeffs* *The prelcnt>wti’t', (and no one knew 
the caufeof its commencement or its continuance, or where, 
hr when) or bow it would end,} had be-n often difcuflbd in 
the Houfe; but the Emperor of Germany knew better than 
any aicmberiJf that Houfe what it was kept up tor (except the 
nunidxr. 'who gave no foit ot intormation on the Aibje<5i but 
wjVK concerned the loam and the fuppiies, the ways and meanf, 
and^the^ ordinaries and the cxtraordinaiies) The Emperor, it 
was true#! ivas a great man, and faid'io be defeended from a 
hebtbtn God^ be did not kn<6w what God it was, but from bis 
comki^tO'thcjdaugbter of Louis the lixteenth, hemuH; luppo/e 

Greet and god-like, howevei, as he was, it 
fiaemed nry. ilrahge that this country (hould make loans to that 
Eltqxnt>r, who was plundering the £Ie£ior I'alatmc, a prince 
dtffctiiidedicoiii the f..ne fiock as the fovereign Houfe of Han. 
over* He then noticed the general dellrudtion of the war, 
and the vidlories of'.Doumourier, whom be compared to the 
of Marlborough, but preferred General Wafhingion to 
either, and eptnpared him to Eabius. 

He pailedl an eulogium on lord Clarendon, whom he con- 
trafted with the preienc miniiler. I'Kac nobleman, he laid, 
had diftingutfhed hirnfdf by the purell patrotifinj and it was 
related by him, that the great attachment which his political 
cotide ot life difpla)ed to the confHtution of this country, 
fprnng in a great meafure from the hatred, with which he had 
been ittipired by his father's warnings to him againft the con- 
duS: of a notorioufly corrupt ftatcfnuin of his day, ftrengthened 
ftill fartber by the circumlfance of ihofe precepts being the laib 
ucterod. i*y.hiS father before he expired. The father of. the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr Robioibn faid, might be 
findittf died with ilmilar precepts in his mouth; but 
bow^greatly wasthe reyerfe the c&'e& ofhis hfeand death on his 

- V ' I 

then adreited to the corrupt |>n<Rices diat he laid had 

been 





bet^n purAled^ in-itiait^g 'fortigii 
loans, tbb Jihr 

of conv^&raoni <maf 

member sk^lnd ti,aocsQ«K^ v^ tuiib 

that da:; 'iSiitpdicMi^^ 

bad, and (»'er)r>'m^ m that Honfe wlmi4:bdfi:’it/-4»igbe:i«y4 
made 120 oi. A^‘> ftune' Anther lc4>fenratkhMt^:'a»d:^^^ 
ing for the-diffiidence andr embarralfinent iwhi^:he ia ofr 
fering* ! iaotibn:'4iii£tated by a conrcienoous ienfe of du^, fad 
moved for leave, to bring in a Bill to prevent^ any mfem^ oft 
that Houffe from beconvtng a party, either as a priaapal«OL^ 
agent, in the tranfa6fcionof any loan to afwpig^ fotmreig^ or 
ftate. ■■’’■' ’'I:,. , 


Tt^ Ghancelior of ibt Bxche^tr &id, it was annecefiary 
for him to trouble the Houfe with more foxn a'very four dbTer- 
vatidns, and he would not follow-the botirntrablc ^entteaiait 
throiighthe whole of his fpccchj it was fofEefont toidotiee 
the two points upon which he appealed to rely, anddiefc smre 
loans for the public fervice, and (or thofe in^lliatioeiwiihAts. 
Upon die ilrft it was nof he percdved the> hpnouirablr'gtttdb* 
man^purpofe to infiA thready,< (hough, hd had ^eifotsliyide. 
precated loans; upon the other, ^'it Was 
of the motion, he mud remark, tbatit involved.m&ch 
confideration; it was a fubje& upon* whidt^tiie Hpufe i&ould 
enter free from ‘ prejudice,-and - upon thp foie <i6erits':ol^<|ftfat 
ncceSity^ or policy which demanded' at: on: the.pambof 
borrower and the lender. ‘ This con&dersrioa matu^lyiin* 
volved the whole queftum oft]iowav,^^wi»ch he.'ay|>rehbnded 
U'as not intended to be argued at ths-liose^. nev^heti'waa 
believed, as for as he could j udge of the iwisdaneof Amt (ioufe, 
likely that they would tie up the haird6;iof^Pau!lisuneit|t :fifom 
granting fucb toanS' or fupphes as the .pifolic fifovice 
gagemenrs required, if fuch &oul<l be vetjuitfid, 
than the fupplics for the public ferviccat hoihew'i' ' ... 

Another way in which loans had bjcen obje^d to wasj^' ^a| 
they had been converted into'means of corruption ijn.£iuii 
'Houfe: and the tranfodions of the laft k»an had been-nieindbaV 
cd; but that fubjedt had been already fully diiodiediii^diib 
Houfo, and in a committee above fonrsv tlw ce^|ort>fl^»ajHtk^ 
would enable every ^tjemap to fotisfy hin^t ho^ 
ruptioia could attach there. . j f.» to.'- ’ 

If the honourable genfieinan meant by hla propoTet l^If «» 
prohibit membemof Hodfo-ftom-puychi^flg'fqj^^tircerit 
had been guaranteed by parliament, how difficult, nay, 
in^offihlc'ftrwbuld bd wapply foch a lawTbtdifr^ ax^ ^cbaiice 

of 
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effect. In regard to the proj^ed.end gif'prcven^ng; corrup¬ 
tion, ‘riie'iatira in beii^’Vrere 'thr^ei^lhificient'tfit^'r to pre- 
(vent of^ pnniih the^-pradtrae.^'" He'7h^<$foi?e'‘bdikj^it’ed the 
«^olO'of!the honourable eentlom'ijiifa dMol^’to'^ lyfeled, anti 

n 

n 

generally to oppoie aii means of Carrying -on' me vlrar, bfit'thac 
he difapproved, at aH‘times, M a war being''carTied ori^ by this 
eeontry in any ether ivay'than rea,'‘a warfare which <bOn- 
Itinental'douis were by-no means calculated to encourage', .as 
they were paid ih^taim-and drained the country tk* it's current 

4X}rin* “ 

nodjfficdlty in aflentmg tb'fhe 
tnotki&’4rar6re the Houfe. He was a determined cnetiiy to the 
proftctltiOh of the'war by m.eans<of foreign loans and he 
dfacOild cettainiy hare iro (^jeffioh tb the Controu) of parliament 
bcingen^tendcd^tAHlcr a genera] pre|;iorition that it ftoutd never 
afid^^'fdreign potentate in the profecutibn of any -war in the 

ap^aretl to liim to be no argu- 
fnMt whiCh'cduki 'rupport the ipfoptiety of a for«|n loan, ^ind 
t^’^rewcrc noCftCuthflaKL'es of'profpcft'ofgajn to uV'tji’at 
•c5eWib*<^i<'afen^’to"fiie'rin< ofa foreign loan. In fuch c ifCs 
weWCrfe'S^fltMtg^aliiflbltf^ihti'rerts not for ourfclves only, but 
foifitw»#poflefiry'n?fo, and ftibjefting them to great and eiibr- 


vodr' df IhC-'IW,' ^vhich .preveitttd contractors from fitting in 
partiteffttiftt^ -he ww’rtcverrheiefs ready toadmit that thofe who 
a0Hlltd If^'pisblicdoani at homeAVe'rcjudtcioufly exciuded froija 
the-proytlfens'of that BiH, for there were great diftinclion6i 
between s Britifh loan, and a foreign loan} their operations 
•upon-the-countt'y were-cxtrerhely different. In the formation 
,«f foreign-loans-it miift be extremely difficult to proceed upon 
ithe difeuffion of their propriety without haiving the contra'<^oir« 
ofdtem fitting in that Houfe. He was glad that an,opportu¬ 
nity would occur foon for difcuffing the propriety M foreign 
loans, it would lie well to determineIxOw far that fyllem was 
to be purfued, .and he -had'tto CfbjdElion to fhe difeuffing that 
feparately, the.motion of-fhe honourable gentleman 
|P, defire; that the fubject fldould bq. difcuficd 
add n-ee"&bm blak; and,‘ iflboiq.iuch prdiibitton'as the 
' mo- 


nttfOS^iMieS iwEOThrig^certaintyotexpence tor which it was 
-impbffiye let this-eburttry to^d indehmihed. Such wUs his 
tipi*f}On*ripon -f<fr«gi!%iiris^ Wtjrerlre not however of thatopi- 

flwiUW' be' a^iiffl Hliis loan’under the piefcnt li- 
cuaM-oil*’Of owt «ffai¥Si’' ‘Hetv'as 6n'c of thofe who voted iri fe- 


. .. 




caloi^ted^ly 10 «)og and^mpiedc fbfdg 


loan.-..-' . ■ ‘ •; ‘ '• ” 

* • MtfM. Rabtir^ fjrid'ih cJtcdaifation,he’did not ffiea 
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motion purp 9 i:tp 4 to eft^UQibe not«ftabliflM 4 >an 4 benota{Ientf> 
ed to, the ver^ qficn who,wefla die.uui^ interefttd io>thiC iflue- 
would be il^ing in oo it: it iQoreover ni>peai;ed' 

to him an ‘important tning that the public {htnitd be tela there 
were none in that Houle who were interefted in the fuccefs'oS 
that on which they were called upon to decide vfbether or not 
it ihould be adopted. The right honourable gentleman had 
faid the Houie would have an opportunity of dlTcu^g the <Oir« 
cumftances of the late loan at home. He trufted it wopld- and 
be would venture to forctel that whatever might have l^eon^tfaie 
the extent of the labours of the committee who iovefligated 
that fubjed, and whatever mi >ht be the report on It, nothing 
would appear that would deprive the honourable gentleman 
(Mr. William Smith)who moved it, of the ihanlco of the pub¬ 
lic for his condudl upon that occaGoo, ^ poiAt ot how¬ 

ever, a loan was a fort of pontradf, which tiie Houle ought aor 
watc h carefully, beaufe tt might poIGbly load to inAtiencev 
and they muft not be men, but childreni-if cb^did not ijlisldih 
Ihd (whatever they might think, of the late loan) to parlmmen* ■ 
tary corruption, which was a ful^eA which the Hoefe cpuiid 
not too often or too ferioufly dtfcuu. Theic oblervatiena Mierc 
applicable to all loans; he mulb however Giy, that every * 

nent upon the fulled applied much more peciMurly andi^* 
cibly to foreign loans than to any other, i^ledgmg the fotlk 
of the country, and draining its rmources for the aid of fwtigR 
powers, atr any time, was a very ferious thing; choc Hoi^ , 
ought therefore to have as tmichfecunty againi^ the thftuenuet 
which loans create, as the nature of the thing wah capable if > 
admitting, aiul whatever the Hpufe might thsnJc of the loaanf 
laft year, he was of opinion chat it ought for the rations bo* had 
ha had ftated to entertain theprefent propofttion.m. order 
to fatisfy the public, by letting them fee that no perloiial liUH. < 
tereft could bm any member of that Houfe in the dilchacge of 
his public duty. 

The queftion being put, the Houfe divided. 

(Againft the motion) 70 

Jyet (For it) 19^ 

Mnjtrity , 51 

BOUFa OF LORDS. • 

'Fridayi Feb* la. j - ni 

Heard counlbf further on the appeal, Lindfty 
Ibch, Adjoui ned till Tutfday. 


Houfe 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday Ftb. la. 

TIm Woo'iftone Iiiclofure Bill was read a third time and 
palleiL 

INtnCSUTERS BILL. 

The Secretary at War having ftated, that fome imceuracres 
had efcped m the wording of the moved that it be with- 
drawn» and leave given to bring in a new bill to the fame effect. 
J^greed to. The new bill was accordingly brought in, read 
a hrft> and ordered to be read a Iccond time, on Monday the 
Jl5th. 

BILL rOR RECOVERY OF SMALL orBTS. 

Alderman Lujb.n^tan prefented the report of the committee 
So whom the petition of the corporation of London had been 
refered. for leave to bring in a bill for regulating the mode of 
Mcovering fmall debts. 

The report being received, Alderman LuQiington moved 
for leave to bring in a Bill grounded on the fame. 

^ The fubftance of the motion was, to explain and amend 
*'the 3d of James I. for the recovery of fmall debts, by extend¬ 
ing the power and jurtfdiiSion of courts of requeft from forty 
foiilings to five pounds. The qucfiioii being put, 

Mr yekyUtixdy that on a former occafion, he had taken the 
liberty to fiate the impolicy of palling luch a Bill as the wor¬ 
thy alderman propofod into a law. He fiill entei tained the 
iaaa opinion, and expeded that notice at Icafi would ha\ c 
been given him of an intention to bring forward the meafure, 
as he had {dedged himfelf to oppofe that meafure, if revived. 
Though the Bill was not yet under the ufual courfe A difcufltnn, 
be would however take that opportunity of ftating generally, 
though perhaps not very accurately, his ohjedtions to it. The 
obje^tof the Bill was to extend the jurifdidtioii of tlie city of 
London, and of courts of confcicnce, for the recovery of fmall 
debts of 4OS. to the fum of 5U Which he conceived to be 
an infringement of the rights, of juries, aud a concefilon to 
commifiiuners who bad no legal knowledge, but who were to 
be fdaced in judgment upon the ^ofi important l^al quefii- 
OBpy fuch as thofe which often occur on the ftatute of fraudv 
end difinbutions, &c. What faf defired to hear was the poli- 

that juftified fo flrange a violation of right? What was 
the exigency that prefTcd it ? Was not the jurifdi£lion of the 
country, as it then fiood, foificient to enable creditors to re¬ 
cover debts aa.ountmg to 5I. without cna^ng any new law? 

He 
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He had heard mah^ r?Afon» in defence of the mekfure^ not 
tine of which’VaTirVn^ ^ diihgetous 4 flf}ilift<H|^em. It was 
faid, that the pTocefs aocewsry of ftnall debts exceed^ 

ing.4<>f-1P'.!^bp4.tediqi^Md cJ^cnfivej of the ‘ 

expense however lay with the courts, the’mfelves; and^^if pro-- 
perly fluted, there was little doubt but thi^ would reform any 
abufe that might be io' exlff. The adVaj^gc of a 

judge in court, and the decifibn of iS jtiry W 'fa<5ls, 

woce'cleetly 'poffl^fs fo vvfy riiatferial, that they ought fiOtto be 
lightly forfeited.' Hedid not impute any blamed the trotthy 
alderman;" nor did he-forpeft any improper inotiv<^r»bS^ng« 
ing forward f!c''thoughri hftjvevW, Aal it 

frum a court, which had the affiflance of a jiyy, edgni'* 
•aance and tnai, matters that- could-be very properly decided 
by it, to ..iiother where the advantage of 
and wliLre they could not fo well be, inv^ig|te<|i' 1(|^^guld 
the/efore oppofe the Bill in etfery ftage. 

Alderman Lvjhington faid iri r^ply, ttat.leaVnM'fr g^ le- 
man, n was obvious, was not perkily aegwamted .w* the 
detail ot the Bill; if he wefe, ”9|i'Wv(9 

his opiafition to it. So far from taking 
it would op the contrary be found, to fireij^eh.tl^ 

This had, incoutefoibly been the crfejn.b'efpe|^..|p^‘tb'^{;j|Wer 
already given to the comtui£Bnhcrs'6f”c9Mrt^,(jf ^pnfo|i«a|, in 
the dpeihon of debts amounting to 40s. |t^ Oj^onfl* 

dered, that at the -time that power WM .givehl'a^,!^ at 
leafl equal,in value to what 51. i’s^at fois time^ 
tion^fhewn hy the learned geptlemaiu.^ie 
ratherpremature, as it might be.made Mtith mp)te Proptaetly in 
■other flages of the Bill. The alderman, ttonyl^a^. Wftp^b* 
ferving, that h.is conftitotiohal principles^'^e 
knoivn, that they preiluded thepoffibilhy,of^,V^i^ cKvged 
with a defign that could in any manner a^iStu^. o^tritU 

ieave w»s given to bring m the Bill. . . 

HIGH PRICE OF PRnVilSIOtlS. ; 

Mr. iitchrrare faid, he intended to have broti^g{}t' foriHtd a 
•motion Velative to the high price of provifioiiis,' but 
<ome more regularly itr^ committee of the WbOlP «>n 

the high price of grain, be would defer- if till the <rf 

thafcebl'flrtittee.;u j.- 

The' order df foe day fep;a committee'oh tfod iuj^prlce of 
grain wakthCd f8ai^'"dHcbargedj and dPdeitd otfer to 

Tuefday thfe ' ' 

VoL. 111. 1796. £ IVfr;^ 
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Mn Hohart moved for leave to bring in a Bill for regula¬ 
tion &c. veffels in the African flave trade. 

The flave trade carrying- Bill was committed, and the re¬ 
port received. 

LABOURERS WAGES. 

The order of the day for the fecond reading of the lalfcurers 
wages Bill being read, 

Mr. Whitbread^ jun. faid, that fo confiderable a period had 
^tervened fince the firft reading and printitig of the prefent 
Dili, thatihe could labour under no imputation of a defire to 
hurry it precipitately through the Houfe, or take gentlemen 
by furprizc. Ample flme had been given to afford members 
an opportunity to confider maturely its obje£l and regulations, 
and to Collc£i from their confticuents fuch information as they 
might require. Every ftep he had taken, every inquiry he 
had been able to purfue under .the prefl'ure of other engage¬ 
ments of duty of a different nature, convinced him that the 
object of the bill was good, and that its urgency was preffing; 
of the means propofed for its attainment it belonged to the 
Houfe to decide., Having Ireflowed confiderable pains and 
attention in drawing up the bill, he might have left it for 
tKbir confideration and determination upon its merits alone, 
did not the neteiHty of the fubjedf, and the apparent novelty 
of the meafure, demand that he fliould (ay a few words in ex¬ 
planation. He felt as much as any man how greatly it was 
tobedefired that legiflative interference in matters of that na- 
^refhould be avoided, and that the price of labour, like every 
other commodity, (hould be left to find its own level. Experi¬ 
ence however demonftrated, that mere theory in this inllance 
is deceitful, and that the wages of labour are at a rate below 

fiandard of its value, and the ncccffitics of thofe whoexcr- 
cife if. It was unnccell'ary to appeal to any authority to prove 
this pofition; the obfervation and the fueling of every indivi¬ 
dual could not hut liear evidence to its truth. He did not 
mean that the wages of the labourer were inadequate for his 
fubfiffence and comfort in times of temporary icarcity and 
.Nnufual hardfbip; even at the periods preceding this difthfs 
however the evil had prevailed, and been fevercly felt. In 
mOft parts of the country, the laboi^er had long been ftrug- 
giing with increafing mifery, till the prefl'ure, had arifen to a 
height almoft too grievous to be endured, while the patience 
of t^jE^offerers under their accumulated. diftreffes had been 
i'mly confpicuous and exemplary. To prove that labour had 
propbrtionably rifen in its value, he would merely ftate 
opinion of a celebrated writer (Dr. Price,) that, from the 

beginning 
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beginoing of the i6th to the 18th century, labour hatJ 
encreafcd it) its price five,’ bread feveii, ^d other articles fif^ 
teen times. . The confequence of that difparity was obvious: 
the poor rates were, at the beginning of the prefent century, 
6oo,oool. in thcyear 1775,1,500,0001. upwards of 2,000,600I, 
in th§ year 1785; and, fince the commencemeht of the war, 
there had been a further addition of 3 or 4<^o,oooI. It was 
not poffible that the, legiflature could, look for population 
while the value of labour was fo much'under-rated: die pro- ' 
prietor of the. land difcouraged it; marriage was iOiunnedj^ 
and, in' the domeftic circle, among the laborious clafllji 
the community, the birth of a child, inftead of being hailed as' 
a bleding, was confidercd as a curfe. For this ferious and 
alarming evil a remedy was required, and to this objecf were 
the provifions of the Bill in quefiion directed. It was to take ' 
the labourer out of that ftate of abjefl and flavilh dependence 
to which he was configned, and to place him in a capacity to 
provide, with the earnings of his labour, a decent fubfiftanc^ 
a comfortable lodging, and fuitable cloathing for himfeif and 
his family. It was to prevent.the youth from flying to the 
army or the navy, and from betaking bimfdfto' the large 
town for a fubfiftencc, w'hich as a labourer he could not ob¬ 
tain in the country. It was to enable the married man to 
make that provifion for his family that might cau(b him to 
welcome, not to curfc the birth of his children. It was to 
enable the labourer to enjoy a Ihare of that plenty which he 
creates, of thofe fruits which he ralfes, and of that comfort 
which his induftry fupports. Such were <the grounds upon 
which the Bill in queifion was built, and by which it was fc- 
commended tothe houfe. To thofe who dreaded every thing 
which wore the afpefi of innovation, and who. reprebk^ 
every meafure that was new, he would fay, that here was no, 
departure from eftablifhed precedents, no introdudlion of uh« ' 
known principles. ' The ftatute of the fifth of Elizabeth was# . 
cnadied exprcfsly for the purpolc of regulating the price oflabof. 
That ftatute was a£led upon for forty years, when it was afterf 
wards amended by afubfequentoneintbe reign of James thefirft, 
bearing a fimilar title. He defired not to he uhderftood 'a« ■* 
commending the prin^icle of thofe ftatutesj on the contrary 
he was of opinion, that they operated as a clog to induftry, 
by permitting juftices tp^fix the maximum of labour. By that 
means they reduced all men to a level, and difeouraged exer¬ 
tions by dtfabling a p'erfon to derive any fuperior advantage firpra’ 
that ftrength, expertnefs, or induftry, with Which he was.in 
a fuperior manner endued. Mr. Whitbreadfaid, be wo^d 

' 1 2 al^ 
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«Ub quote t|ie authority of the, Stiti of his, peefent Majefty, bf 
which the w^es of taylors were m^e fiibjedl to the regular 
(ions of magimates. The lord Mayor and Ald<^tman of thr 
qity of Lotwoq were it was well known eoipow^^ to regu» 
kte the wages of filk weavers. To ihofe who were jealqus of 
(be power entrufted to the juft ices, he could only iay^ tljith* 
feft that matter as he found it. At prefent they were poftefted . 
bf a power to opprefs the labourer, and this HjlLonly invefted 
feem with the addition^ power to redrefe his-gfievanecs. . By 
ftjctng the minimum of (be wages of labour, a comfortable fub- 
f^nce was fecured to induftry, and at the faiqe time higher 
exertions were prottipSed by the hopes of grcatt^reward, To 
. tome, perhaps, the time of bringing this fubjec^ forward 
might appear exceptionable.- There were thofe, who would 
fey, if the labourer were not.diftreffed, why agitate a qoeflion 
for which no neqeiEty calls, and awaken defires which are not 
felt; others, who would maintain that it was unfeafonabJe to 
diied the public attention to fuch a fubje^St whHe the preffure 
bf diftrefs might excite difeontents, or raife unreafonable ex> 
pedttions} to thefe he would anfwer, that he was not one wha 
r- Wiibe’d to ftand by ^d fee wi^e and falutary meafures facrificed 
to a pretended inconvenience of circumftances;. and that he 
' was of opinion, that what was proper to be done could never 
be done outof feafon. Ifany-aiaterial ohje£lions fhould aftep* 
wards he urged againft the Bill, he hoped he migbt'avail him- . 
^If of the indulgence allowed to the perfon who makes a mo- 
-tidn, and re^ to the beft of his ability. He concluded with 
moving, ** Tnat the Bill be now read a fccond time.” 
fAr. Horuytvood (econded- the motion. 

^bejCSianceUer of thfi ExcBcfgeriaUdy that when the prefent 
Bill was firft introdutred to the confideration of the Houfe, be 
/Jpddeclared his opinion, that the principles which it involvedr 
1^ ^econfequence to which it led, were of equal importaoce 
'^^4'^Ircacyi ^nd from, the attention \yhich he had been able 
to beftow upon the fubjeift, be was the more convinced that 
be bad not formed a wrong eftimate its magnitude, or had 
too bsftily been imprefled by /the objections to which it wa»' 
^pofed. He believed, however, that the honourable geMle>? 
msn ^ been guided by the moft ..ce^eCiable motives, and 
he ihight differ from him %% to the propriety of 
' tbe .rtjeafure propofpd, he gave hijn, every credit for the reCti- 
(ade of his intentions. The prefent iTtu^ticm of the feboyring 
hpoi in this coiintty, was certainly not fuch,.as one could 

p'rincipTe, either of buinfotty ip^ T'he - 

^ ^ Bill vfiis, CO improve tte lituatioa of labourer* 

•' v > ' whicb' 
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which of late had been expsfed to hardihips, that tney ail con* 
curred in lantienfiflg, dnd were equally adluatcd by a defire to 
remove. He would not argue how far the comparifon of 
the ftate of tiw labourer r«iev«d, as it bad bMn by a dif- $ 
play of benevolence never furpaifled at any period^ with the 
ftate ofthis clafs df the community in former times was juft» 
though he was convinced that the rcprefentati<Mis were exag¬ 
gerated.' At any rate the comparifons were not accurate, 
caufc they did not embacc a comprehenfive view of the rela¬ 
tive fituations. To the authority of a very eminent calcula¬ 
tor, (Dr. Piice,) he was difpofed topay eveiy mark of defe¬ 
rence} that au^rity’ had been adduced to (hew the great 
advance that had taken place on every article of fubfiftence, 
compared with the flow increafe of the wages of labour. But 
the.ftatementof Dr, Price was erroneous, as he compared the 
ca-nings of the labourer at the period when the comparifon is 
inflituted, with the price of provifions, and die eariUngs of 
the labourer at the prefent day, with the price of the fame 
articles, without adverting tu the change of circumftances, 
and to -the different price of provifions. Corn, which waa 
then almoft the only food of the labourer, was at preftnt fup- 
plied by cheaper fubftitutions, and it was unfair to conchideT 
that the wages of labour vt'ere fo far from keeping pace with 
the price of provifions, becaufe they could no longer purchafe 
tlje faine quantity of an article, for which the laborer had no 
longer the fame demand. The Ample queftion then to be 
conlidered ‘was, whether the pemet^ for- the evil which was 
admitted in a certain extent to exilt, was to be obtained by 
giving to the juffices the power to regulate tbe price ofiabouj;^ 
and by endeavouring to eftablifh by auftiority, what Would ‘ 
be much better accompliihed by the unafBft^ operatic of 
principles ? ■ •:* 

Tbe Chancellor of tbe Exchequer faid, it was unoeceflWy 
•to argue the general inexpediency of any legiflative interfe¬ 
rence, as the principles had been perfe^ly Vecognia^ by the ' 
honourable gentleman himfelf. The moil; celebrated writers 
upon political ceconomy, and the experience of tbofe ftates ‘ 
where arts had flourtlbed the tnoft, bore ample teftimony to 
their truth. 'J'hey had^liDly to inquire, therefore, whether 
the prefent cafe was flrong enough for tiie exceptron, aftd 
whether the means pre^ofe^ were fuited to the intended* 
The honourable gentleman- who brought in the Bill, contend-#, 
ed, that he had'^tiu fupport of experience in this country, and 
appealed to certain laws upon the ftatute book, in cohmina« 
titto of his ptopofuioa. He did not find himfelf cidled upon to 

defend 
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defend the principle of thofeftatutes, they have however been in¬ 
troduced forpurpofes the very reverfc of the objc£t of the prefent 
Bill. They were enacted to guard againft a general combi- 
, nation among labourers to ralfe wages beyond vvhat \Vas 
thought the natural level. 

The legi^aturc, whether wifely or unwifely no matter, pro¬ 
ceeded upon the Idea that large bodies of men miuht, by con- 
Ipiring to raife their wages, injure induftry, and leave no 
room for fuperior exertions. He had the iatistaflion to hear 
■ the hoj^ourable gentleman acknowledge, that if the ■ price of 
labour could be made to find its own level, it would be much 
more deflrable and more politic than to interfere and aflefs it 
by any arbitrary flatute. If the remedy fucceeded according' 
to the mod fanguine expedfations, it only edablifbed what 
would have been better efFeded by principle; and if it failed 
on the one h^nd, it might produce the fevered opptdiion, 
and on the other encourage the mod profligate idfeuefs and 
extravagance. Would it not be better for the Houfe then to 
confider the operation of general principles, and rely upon 
the effetds of their unconfined exercife? Would it-not be 
wifer to refledl what remedy might be adopted, at once more 
^neral in its principles and more comprehendve in its object, 
lefs exceptionable in its example, and lefs dangerous in its 
application? They fhould look to the indances where inter¬ 
ference had fhackled indudry, and where the bed intentions 
bad often produced the mod pernicious edeids. It was, in¬ 
deed, the mod abfurd bigotry in allerting the general princi¬ 
ple, to conclude the exception, but trade, indudry, and bar¬ 
ter would always find their own level, and be impeded by re¬ 
gulations which violate their natural operation, and derange 
their proper etfedi., The poor-laws of this country, how'cvcr 
wife in their original inditulion, had contributed to fetter the 
circulation of labour, and to fubditute a fydem of compli¬ 
cated abufes, in the room of the evils which they humanely 
meant to redrefs; and by engrafting defetdive remciiit-s upon 
a defediveplan, produced nothing but confufton and diibrdcr. 
The laws of fcttlcment prevented the workman from going to 
that market where he could difpofeo^is indudry to the gieat- 
ed advantage, and the capitalid {pm employitig the perfon 
who was bed qualified to procure him the bed returns for his 
advances. Theie laws had at oncf.incrcafcd the burdens of 
rite poor, at.d taken from the collective refources of the date, 
to fypply wants which their operarion <had occafioned, and to 
alleviate a poverty which they tended to perpetuate. . Such 

were the inftitutions which luifguided benevolence had intro« 

duced, 
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<Ji:cecl, and with fuch warnings to deter, it would be wife to 
diftrull- a fimilar mode of conduit, and to endeavour to dif- 
cover remedies of a different nature. T he country had not 
yet experienced the full benefit of tbe laws that had already 
Ijeen paffed, to correil the errors which he had explained. 

Fiom thedWfefntion he had beftovved upon the fubje^t, and 
from iho inquiries, he had been able to make of others, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer faid he was diTpofed to think wc 
had not gone yet far enough^ and to entertain an opinion that 
many advantages might be derived, and much of the evil now 
complained of removed, by an QXtenfion of thofe reformations 
in the poor laws which had been lately begun. The encou* 
ragement of friendly focietics would contribute to alleviate 
that immenfe charge with which the public was loaded infup** 
port of the poor, and provide, by the favings of indiiflryt 
for the comfort of diftrefs. "I'he parifli officers could not, as 
formerly, remove the workmen, breaufe he apprehended he 
might be burdenfome; it was ncceflaty that he fhould be 
actually chargeable before he could be removed. By the 
prcfluic of a temporary diftrefs, the induftrious mechanic 
might be tranfported from the place where his exertions could 
be niofi-ufcful to himfelf and his family, to a quarter where 
he v^'o:;]d inevitably become a burden without the capacity olT 
being even able to provide for himl'elf- To promote the free 
circulation oflabour, to remove the ohllaclcs by which in- 
dullry is prohibited from availing irfclf of its refources, would 
in his judgment, go far to remedy tbe evils, and diminifh the 
neceffity of applying for relief to the poor rates. In the courfe 
of a few years, this fiecdom, from the vexatious reilraints 
which the laws have impofed, would fiiperfede the obje<ff of 
their infiituiions. The advantages would be widely difFufed^ 
the wealth of the nation would be increafed, the poor man 
rendered not only more comfortable, but more virtuous, and 
the weight of the poor rates, with w^hich the landed intereft 
is loaded, be greatly diminifhed. Hjs wifh therefore was that 
an opportunity Ihculd be afforded of rclloring the original 
purity of the poor laws, and of removing thelc corruptions by 
which they had been obfeured. ‘ 

The evils which they^ad occafioned did not he was con* 
vinced arlfe out of iheir ®rginal conltitution, but coincided 
with the opinion of Blackftone, that in proportion as the wife 
regulations that were effa^fiaed in the long and glorious reign 
of Q^iccn Elizabeth, fuperfeded by fubfequent ena^ 

menis, the utility of the inffitution had befen impaired, and the 
benevolence of the plan rendered fruitlefs* While he had 

tlius 
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thus fixpreiTed his fentiments which the difcufllion naturally 
jffompted, it might not perhaps be improper, on fuch an oc- 
caiion, to lay before the Houfe the ideas floating in his mind, 
Plough not digefled with fuflicieiit accuracy, nor arranged 
with becoming clearnefs. Neither uhat .the honourable 
gentleman propofed, nor what he htinfclf had fuggef^cd, were 
remedies adequate to the evils it was intend^ to remove. 
'The great complaint was, that the labourer was unable to 
fapply, by his wages, his own neceflities and thofe of his 
chiJdrert, when his family was numerous. In the exchange 
of all cpmmodities, the rate is fixed by the average of the 
slemand and of the fupplv. 7 'he average of wages might be a 
little more than enough for Angle men, and adequate for the 
medium number of children, but where the rate is fixed by 
the average of the demand, the proviiicn will unavoidably a.nd 
nepfl'arily be iufufficient for thnfe who have the greateft 
number of children, as the majority, which confifts either of 
llngle mem or thofe who have the mediuni number, will fix 
the rate. The grand defedi of the poor laws he obferved 
that they did not diflmguifli the cafes where the perfon 
was unable to .fupport his^tamily by misfortunes, or wherd 
{loverty was the confequt-tice of diflipation. Hy this means, 
■the afllflance they aftorded often became the premitmis of 
idlenefsand the rewards ol flotb. To prevent ttiis abufe, to 
remove, that degree of dcgiadaiion which was annexed to re¬ 
ceiving the charity of the poor rates, and to maintain that 
independence of fentiment which a Brltifli fubjedf fhould ever 
retain, the aid beftowed (bould be rendered an honourable dif- 
tindfion, and a matter of right, which the peifon could claim 
when he really was unable to provide for all his children. 'J’he 
propofition of the hoitourable gentleman, therefore, did not 
provide for that cafe where a remedy was chiefly tequired. He 
would fubmit then, if it were poinbieto diffinguiflt m the dif- 
" tribution of the poor rates the number of i hil.’rcn, as the 
recommendation to the bounty, if it could be viewed a 
mark of honour to the perfon by whom it was received, that 
it fhould be held as the reward he had merited by the fcrvices 
be had pe:fbrmed in the incrcafc of its wealth and its popula- 
i fhis would operate as the be^'remedy to diffrefs, and 
the befit encouragement to 4ndttftr)G' All this, however, he 
was ready to confefs, was not enough, if they did not engraft 
upon it refolutions to difeoura^c^the application for n-lief 
where it was not wanted. Iffu^^Ja^'S could be pradifeJ 
asthiitt of fupplying the neeeffuicsoTHhofe who required af- 
hftance by giving it in labour or affording employment, which 
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fs the principle of the zA of Qncen Elizabeth the moft, 
importuit advantages would be gained. They would thus 
benefit thoCe to whom they afforded relief, not only by the 
afiTillance bcfiowcd, but by j;,iving habits of induftry and fru¬ 
gality, and in fiiinifliing a temporary' bounty, enable them to 
make p'.Tmanent provilion for themfelves. By giving cfFcel 
to the o{K’ration of friendly focietic'', individuals would be ref- 
cued from the iiecefiity of falling a burden upon the publici 
and, ii reqiiintc, be enabled to fubfift upon a fund which 
their own induifry contributed to raife. 'ibefe gicat points 
of granting re.’itt according to the numtr r of children, 
])rcvtn;iog removals at the caprice of parifh-ofHccrn, and 
making them rubferihe to friendly Ibcietics, would tend in a 
great degree to lemovc every complaint to which the prefenc 
partial remeuy could be applied. Experience had already 
fliewn how much could be done by the induflry of childrena 
and tile advnnragrs pf early employing them in fuch branches 
of m inuf.tcfurcs as they are capable of executing. How naueb 
allb would fuch a delign contribute to cafe the poor rates! 
how great a part of the labouring order of the people would 
it render produdtive who now hang heavy upon the rcfources 
of the community ! This fcheme of turning the induffri' 
of children to profit was firft ffated and fuggclfed m the * 
wriim^s-of Hale and Locke, and had been prabiifed with the 
ulmofl fiicccfa at Birmingham and other manufadfuring towns, 
as well as in other ways in different parts of the kingdom. 
Much might lie afFedled by a plan of this nature, fufceptible 
of cordUmt improvement. Aduch might be done likewife bv* 
fupplcmeiital ways, by converting the labour of children into 


a Iburce of wealth, by relieving their parents of the charge, 
by rendering the ai'fifl.ince of the poor lates an encourage¬ 
ment to i.idulfry, inftead < f the reward of idlcnefs, and by 
making it the diftiiidtion of virtue, and the badge of inde- 
p *ridcnce. J'he law which prohibits giving relief where any 
vifiblc prcipcrty remains, fhould be aboliflied. That degrad¬ 
ing condition fhould be withdrawn. No tempor.ary occafion 
fhould force a Briiifh fubjedl to part with the laft fhilling of 
his little capital, and compel him to defeend to a ffatc of 
wrctchedne's, from which he could never recover, merely 
that lie might be entitled a cafual fupplv. 

Another mode alfo of materially aihllin^ the induffrloUs 


would probably have an addition to his income* This 

miglit put him who reepived them in the wiiy of acquiring 
Vot. Ill, J796. F wha; 
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what might place him in a fituation to make permaoent pro- 
vilion for himfelf. If thefe ideasi thus loofely thrown out met 
the approb;ttioa of the Iloiife, they naight deferve to be care¬ 
fully weighed. The fuhjedl was of the laft importarace, as it 
involved at once the advantage of the landed iniercfl, the 
happinefs of the people, and the great mafs cf the national- 
wealth. Ojie grand dilHcuityi however, lay in the way t»f the 
adoption of every plan, however deeply matured or llcilifuliy 
arranged ; it was a difficulty which had retarded more the re¬ 
formation of the poor laws, than the want of proper means 
and g<v>d regulations ; he meant a pure execution. This, 
perhaps, might be obtained by endeavouring to excite emu¬ 
lation among thofe employed, making the condu£l of it a fub- 
jeiEf of parliamentary attention and revifion. In Hating a ge¬ 
neral outline he wiihed to render ideas moft diftincl and in¬ 
telligible. They might make it the duty of fomc jierfon to 
vifit and report the Hate of the varioiis paridtes in the dif- 
tridls which he fuperlntcndeit, inquire how the laws were en¬ 
forced, and communicate the rcfult lo magiftrates in their 
Ijetty Icffions, and from thence to the quarter fe/Iions, that 
a record fhould be kept how the remedies were applicable 
to particular parilhes, and that fitch record Ihould be annually 
* reported to patl’amcnt, that inferior agents might ksiow that 
their negligence would neither pafs without ccnflirc nor 
their attention without reward. That thus the perfons to- 
whom the execution of tlieir plan was cntrufti-d, might find 
that in that way they migitt recoitinrcnd themdlvcs Ly flde- 
* lity t© thofe wnefe notice they were eager to attradl. And. 
in order that parliament might have time to rear up and im- 
provc the fyflem, it ihould be an annual fubjedt of difeuffion, 
or regular budget, comprehending all the details relative to 
the progrefs of the undertaking, and to Ihew that the vigi¬ 
lance of the Icgiflature pervaded the whole executive con¬ 
cerns, and overlooked no objecl by which the power and the 
happinefs of the Hate could oe promoted. He was not vaitt 
enough to imagine that thefe ideas were the refult of bis own 
inveltigations, but he was happy to fay, that they arofe from a 
careful examination of the fubje^, and an extenfive furvey of 
tiie opinions of others. He' would only add, that it was a 
fuhjcdt of the utmoH importan^, and that he would do 
eviery thing in his power to briiig forward or promote fuch 
as would coiutuce to the intereft of the country. 
T^fie Cli.inct!'uir of the ExcheqGw.concluded with apologizing 
having taken up fo much xlrthd time of the Heule, the 
waS, the intpoiuiice of the fubiedt had lead him into a 

further 
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further difcuflion, than it had been his intention to go into, 
;and he was delirous of flicvving the honourable gentleman 
that he had fpared no pains to collect information upon it, 
and although he gave the honourable gentleman every (»f- 
fiblc credit for his humane and laudable motives, yet feeing 
the fiibjedt in the light in whi'-h he did, he was comijelled to 

give his negative to the motion. 

Mr. Lfchmcve faid, he fvlt it impofllble to give a filent 
■vote upon the occafion, bccaufe the Bill in h-s opinion was 
rot only founded upon humanity, but policy .ilfo; and the 
late'alarming fcarciiy of provihons, he thought, oughv to in¬ 
duce every m.in who wilhed to encourage the induftrious 
poor to promote every practicable plan of relief for them at 
fuch a crifiS. No man .nmong the agricultuial labourers 
could at prefent fupnort himCclf and his family with comfort j 
a barley loaf was at the ertorntous pi ice of twelve-penre-half- 
.penny, and every other ncccfi’iry of life proportioiiably dear; 
while the whole of the labourer’s daily wages amounted no 
more than one (hilling. Tiie Ch'ar.cellor of the Exchequer 
had, he obferved, adveittd to the exemplary and almoft un¬ 
precedented acls of beiiificence which occuri-ed in various 
parts of the kingdom : he admitted and admired the liberality ^ 
of his countrymen; he had, however, heard little of any fuch 
benevolent exertions, fince unhappily the labouring poor in 
his neighbourhood had not experienced their ble/Ied eiTecls. 
Bread being their only fuftcnancc, he conceived, at leaft, that 
it (hould be of the bert quality. .By the exorbitant price of 
meat, which he attributed rather to an unprincipled monopoly 
than any material fcarcity oEthat article, the poor were un¬ 
able to purchafe it, elfe they might,probably make ufe of an 
inferior fort of bread, which might be obtained' at a cheaper ■ 
rate, but it would be Icfs nutritious in its quality alfo, and 
therefore not lufScien: fufteuance alone. In the part of the 
country that he was belt acquainted with he repeated that 
it was impoffible for a poor man to live, though an ho¬ 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Burdon) upon a former evening 
had aiTeitcd that the.contrary was the cafe in his part of the 
country. This, however, was the effeft of the contributions 
of the .rich apd the beir^olcnt, and as the honourable gen¬ 
tleman bad quoted on thai occafion-— 

. • 

Haud Ignara puli, m’feils ru;curreFe difeo*'* 

It was a noble fentiment, ?V>d he applauded him for it, hut yet 
he would rather have the labourer enjoy the honefl fruits qf 
bis induftry, than be obliged to receive his due as an eleemofy- 

!•' a nary 
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nary gift. It appeared to him extremely necefiary that the 
minimum of agricultural labour {hould at lead be hxeh ; nor 
but that be vnlhed equally well to the manufafnirer nnd arti- 
iicer, but hfe thought that their fiiuations called lels fhr the 
interference of parliament than the other. Upon thefe prin¬ 
ciples Mr. Leckmere faid he gave his afi'ent t.i the fccoiul 
reading of the Bill, becaufe it tended to ir.alze the poor nun 
happier. 

Mr. Buxton faid, after the able and comprehenfive I'peerli of 
right hon. the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he would not pre- 
fume tcttroublcthe Houfe much. 1 f tne plan of rhr honourable 
gentleman oppolite were to do nonioregoouthan having drawn 
forth a varif*ty of obicrvalions fraught with fiiiiul policy, 
libera! argument, and exliibiting a general but iniirucluc view 
of fuch an impoitant and complex fubiecl, as tliat Ipecch of 
the right honourable gcutlcnian, he Ihoiild afilrt that it had 
done a great deal, and th.it t'le hotsourabie gentleman was not 
only entitled to the thanks of that riO-if:-, but to the gratitude 
of his country for the elfedf his well meant cH’oits had pro¬ 
duced. Further than thatj he was iree to confefs, that the 
Bill did not appear to lii.vi likely to be of much let vice ; his 
^ reoibn for entertaining fuch an opinion was, that, if the 
price-of labour were to be hxed by rhejultices o{ the pence, 
according to the regulations proirnied by the honour.iblc gen¬ 
tleman, herc.;ied that many labouring and indulirious peo¬ 
ple would be entirely thrown out ot employ, and become a 
burden to their refpeiSive parifhes. borne ot tlic jxople he 
alluded to were thole who, by ficknefs or old age are rendered 
incapable of doing fo much as a common l.ibourcr, and who 
would confequendy be rejeclcd in order to give prticrence to 
younger ‘perfons, and perlbns of greater ftrength and activity, 
and more healthy conftitutlons. Another clafs of people 
which would be much injured by it were the lintn-wcavers, 
who in the laxity of employment in that manufadluic, turn 
their attention to agricultural labour, and are tmployt d by 
farmers to do an inferior kind of wo;k, where a jcguiar la¬ 
bourer can be more ufcfully and more profitably employed. 
Thefe people can earn but a fhilling per day, when a regu¬ 
lar labourer earns eighteen-pence,/^nd consequently if their 
wages were to be equalized, they veould be difiniii'ed. When 
the honourable gentleman who fpokc lall (Mr. Uechmcrc) 
faidy^haC he had not feen any of thofe exemplary ails of' be- 
gvificence which the right honourq^le'gentleman near him had 
.4b highly and fo duly extoHed, he regretted that he lived in a 
diSieicat part of the country than that from which he him^ 

■ ■ fclf 
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JtrH'came (Norfolk), as there the farmers and nciohbouring 
gt'iury had voluntarily cnteied into the moft liberal fubferip- 
tiotis ior the rtdier of the labouring poor, which did them im¬ 
mortal honour. In regard to the objedts and tendency of the 
prcleiit liiil, he faid, tiut at Chriltinas he confuUed with 
various well informed larmeis and gentlemen in their mcet- 
jns[s at Norwich, ai.d they all unanimouHy concurred their 
opinions, that if it wcie paded into a law, it wottld be injuri¬ 
ous, and therefoie he fhoulJ give his negative 10 the fecond 
reading. 

Sir Thomas Co;<hcad rofe to do away any mifrepreremtatiort 
froiii the rdreitlou of lui houour.;b!e gentleman (Mr. Lcchmerc) 
that he had not wdcnelled any of the unheard of a£ls of bc- 
iiencence, which the right honourable gentltman oppolite 
h«d fo wjitiidv praifed, in his part of the country. If the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman meant Woiccflerfliire, as he prefumed he 
did, he v.as bound to inf^nn the Houfe, and the public, that 
the huHiers and gmiry in that country h:ui been as active, as 
generous, and libcrui in tluir relief of the labouring poor, 
as in -iny other jx^rt of the kingd^»in whatever. He then paid 
fonie high complitnents to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
lor his able fptech, and obferved that it was the more praife-^ 
woi:bv, fmee men in his high ilationbut rarely direfted their 
uUention to any other objects than tbolc in which they hap¬ 
pen to be ijitcreffcd. 

Mr. Idrjitiart faid, he rofe to pay a due tribute of praiie 
to t:.c honourable gentleman who introduced the Bill, for 
h'.s humane intentions, but declared that he had no 
htfitation in voting againft it, bccaulc he thought any arbi- 
tv^^ry regulations of juftiecs of peace, in the price of labour, 
would be a greater evil than that already complained of, and 
becHufe it was in a great mealure unneceflary, as the SiSt of 
J^iTies L had aiiea 'y decreed u siihihnum^ 

Burdin (aid, that what had fallen from an honourable 
ge:it;en:an (Mr. Lechir.cre) made it necclLry for him to rife 
to explain himfelf; he had Itated on a former evening that the 
labouring poor were well off according to the average of years j 
becaufe letting the prefent fcarcity out of the queilion, many 
of them had been able lay up a little itock as a provifion 
for ficknefs or old age. J|roni the mixed nature of employ¬ 
ments alfo, in his part of the country, (county of Durham) 
they -icquired more in proeortion than at former periods, and 
thcrcioie might compariitl^mly be faid to live better; He com¬ 
plimented the fptech of the Chancellor of the Exchequer in 
warm term?, and renurked that his ideas of the friendly fo- 

cieties 
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cieties were not vifionary, fince he biii^felf knew one which 
lent out ten or fifteen pounds to any, of its members, upon 
£ood fecurity, to puichafe a cow, or fuch other ficM-k as 
might be ufeful andproduclive to hi'in^ and the fdtnt Ibcicty, 
notwithftanding the fcarcity, had lately funded ottC hundred 
i;>ounds, to do which he did not (ay but many individuals 
might ftrugglc with fome temporary diflEcuIties ; he ncvcithc- 
}d's mentioned it, in order to Ihcv/ that the iiuhifirious poor 
^re not only able to Jive, hut to provide for contingencies. 
Mr. Burdon concluded with faying, that the country was in¬ 
debted* to the honourable gentleman for his good intention in 
fringing forward the bill; notvvithftandiiig, that be difap- 
ptoved of the plan pronofed, as it only went to renew an old 
power in the mrigillracy, undtr which the magifirates bad 
ccafed to aiff, in tpnrequence of pracl-ce having piovcd, and 
experience {hewn, that it was in ipplicablc and iiictfi''ient. 

Mr. Ediuarih i'aiJ, vvirh icgard to the principle of the 
IBill, there could be jjo objecliou, and though he might dilTer 
m opinion on other parts, yet he thought itfiiould go into a com* 
mittdc, where fome claufcs might l>c admitted, and others 
.addci). At all zh<? ngliatisi/i: t!ic tjudtioa had callc*! 

/iorth the aitciuion ihc ChunccIIor of the Exchequer, and 
' whatever advantages i.' might derive fiom him or any other 
quarter, the honourable Jifntlcman who made the motion was 
entitled to every pra f. ai.d compliment from his country ou 
ifie occafion^ but of I'ucli preflir^i; importance w’as the fu'ojecl:, 
chat irothcT than the whole buiinels fbuuld be impeded} he 
^oulti! vote f^or the fecond reading. 

. Mr. Pax laid, it was ncccilirry for him to fay a few word$ 
CO'eXplaiti the reafon of the vote he fhoulu give, if there llioiild 
^ a divifioc upon this fubjefl. No man was more againfl, 
itite i&a of coiitpiilfion as to the price oi labour than he was 
hi,is opinion he had often expiefibd to be on the 
Cither'The queflion now was not on tiie generid prin- 
jCiptf, but on that particular ftate of law, which reudtrs fom^ 
n^eiifurc ncceifary to be adopted for the relief of the labouring 
nbOr, whijie the l^tw, as it lhands, is faddlcd with fo fnueh re- 
nrl^ion. Jft rupporting this Bill he w.as actuated by the pre* 
fini deficient ftate of the law^ and therefore he would 
while, fbe law of, £lizat|pt)i .and other regulations 
dfefefttVC, with regard to the pow, he thought that /uch 
pr 6 i/^pp 3 as yrere.npiv prppofed- ;p^feht .to be CJitertained by 

that fuch/eniiedi.^.s.pu|btto be applied wthile the 
poor Isjws rGmincd 'an ihelr preifeet ycry .defei^ivc jUte. It 
'was yyii&lhat Viei^of the fubjefixhat heVupported the focond 

rca- 
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reading of the prc(cnt Bill. He muft further add, that If the 
Houfe Ihould negative the mcafure as it was at prefcrit before 
them, he Ihould underftand, by their fo doing, they were of 
opinion they Ihould go to the root of the evil, which this niea- 
fure tended only in part to remedy, and that they would do fo 
in a manner that would render the propofed Bill unneceflary, 
and even improper, for fo it would be, if to the root of the 
evil they were refolved to go. And how'cvcr eligible the pro- 
pofition of his honourable friend might be, he was convinced 
that, if what he had brought forv/ard ihould induce the Houfs 
to go into a full examination of the fubjeCl, and to' provide a 
remedy commenfurate to the evil, he would not only have ac- 
complifhed his own benevolent intentions,, but would have 
done a much greater fervice to the country, than even if the 
Bill which he liad then brought forv/ard ihould be adopted. 
With that underft.uiding of ine fubieil, his honourable friend 
who had brought in the Bit!, and to whom the public were 
much indebted, would allow that the Houfe had adlcd rightly. 
He merely ftated thus much by way of fhewing what was his 
underftanding of the real fjtuation of this cafe, and to exprefs 
what his ideas were as to what futute fliould be done oti 
this moft important fubjetH:. 

Mr. role and faid, he could not but congratu-• 

late the Houfe on the able and cloipiciit fpeech which had 
been delivered by the right honourable gentleman on the fub- 
jeef, which it had fallen to his good fortune to introduce to 
their notice. It was undoubtedly a fpecch fupported by much 
ability, and cmbellidicd with as much eloquence as the fub> 
jeil could admit, liut^ at the fame time, he muft he faid 
remark, that if the poor laws liad aclually been fuch, as the 
right honourable gentleman had ftatej Ujat they ought to be, 
it would not have been neediary for him to have brought for- 
ward the propofitidn, .w'hich he had fubinitted to the Houfe. 
He brought forward that propofitioti under the Arong impref- 
Aon, which he was afraid that foefs and experience would be 
found undeniably to confirm, that the poor in this country are 
in a ftate in which they ought not to bo—in a Aate hardly 
confiAent with the charader of a civilized country.—The 
hardlhips to which they are fubjeiled, are fucb as, in fojne 
degree, to juAify the ASaement which had been thrown .in the 
teeth of himfelf, and othef advocates, for the abolition of the 
Aavc trade, ** that the lower claAes the working people in 
England, are in a worfe i^'ndition even than the Aaye^ 
were the objedls of our comtniferan'on.** What the right 
honourable gentleman had Aatcd, about the price of labour 
finding its own level, he did not exadly recolicdt,' that, in 

the 
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the mean time, however fill that level be foiinJ, the iivluftri- 
ous poor laboured, iftidef the preffure ofi'^Wenecliatc Tu/fering, 
and.:were pbeed in a Hate of ItifolerabltJ'dppfeffiori. He-ad- 
mired the.general fentiments ot the tnitii^-r, fb ekwquently 
expteOed by him that ni;;hr, bat he maft be permitted to«b- 
jearve that untill the general remedies the Chancellor of -the 
Exchequer had fuggelted, were actually applied to theVoft- 
dicion of the poor, fomething fhould be done to relieve their 
immediate and crying wants. AVhat would be the efbedt of 
the remcdie.s which the right honourable gentleman propofcd, 
if the Houfe were to adopt them immcjiatcl)'? What would 
be the'efFciSl of his putting an end to the law of fotllemente^ 
which he had admitted operated fo opprcfiivcly on the lAbour-* 
ers cd this country?. What would be the conleqiieitce of the 
fyftcm which he.had opened, of allowing them to emigrate 
from one part oftite kingdom to the other without reftraint ? 
AU chefe points woiild be uieful; bur their ope ration mnli: be 
llow,tJBitttheir. efreiSf diftant, whereas the evil was immediate^ 
and called for ibme. immediate remedy. Even if it fhould be 
pttSible, to a confiderable degree, to promote iiiduftry among 
the cbildren of the poor, and to deftroy the oppreflive rcHric- 
lions with refpvii to fcttlements, ftill it would be a cnn-i 
. iidcrabJe tinae before the price of labour will have found its 
OwnJ-eve]. Even if other more effedtuaJ rciuibtions iliould 
ahxrwards be adopted, ftill the Bill was eligible as a temporary 
^ad iijmtcdiate relief. It did not com|)el tlw* magiftrates to 
it only empowered them to take the nieafures rci ording 
tf> the exigencB of the times. Some of his frievis 'vj r. Wnit- 
lircad &u}, bad fuggefted that he ought to make tlv Bill tem.^ 
poraty;^ that however was not nerefiary, as its clrl’ct was not 
at all compulAary if other mcafures Ihouid ive adopted by which 
the-ipbjedi might be more effeftually anivvered, 

> 'If the-Bill he bad propofed fhould he negatived, as from die 
Chancellor.of the Exchequer's fpeoch it would bv', he fhould 
think it his duty to move for a repeal of the ait of Elizabeth, 
which was admitted to be inadequate to it^ohjeif, under the 
circuinftances of the prefent time. The right hon. gentleman 
had he obfervod ftated, that the object of that ftatute was to 
lircvent combinations of workmen; in that h-; was mift-iken* 
thel |«»Mnhle exprefsly ftated that it«fv'as rbr. tiic relief of .the 
poof: labourers, and f»ch unequiirocaliy appeared to be tbe 
tds^eil^'OfiB however,clumlily tpofe who framed it might have 
gOoc it* Another ohjoSiori/o the Bill hau been urged, 
V»,.;th8t it wen.t''to;ii*'the,prjce of labour; they did not go 
^d^-mlne w.baC'i]h(Hfld^ iw ithe genicul price, of labour, tinder 

pat- 
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particular circutnftancas. As to perfons were engaged 
is other employoients, fometimes finding a refource in the 
the occupations hu/bandry, when their own.bufine£i was 
as a lland> and) being hired by the farmers to do their work 
at an inferior price, he did not fee bow thofe perfons could 
be afFeifled by the Bill. It would ftiil be neceHary for the 
fanners if it did pafs to find perfons to do that ipecies of work, 
and it was not fitting that they fhould give their labour for u 
a lefs fum than was competent to fuftain them. As to the 
particular cafe of labourers, who have to provide for a number 
of children, he thought that infiead of putting the relief*afford¬ 
ed to fuch on the footing of charity, fupplira, perhaps, from 
a precarious fund, and dealt with a reiudlant hand, the wi&fl; 
thing a government could do, would be at once to inftitute u 
llheral and fimple premium for the encouragement of large 
families. 'I'bere was one circumftance to which he would 
advert, before he concluded, namely, the wretched•ounnm:, 
in ■which the poor were lodged. It was fuch us ou^t not to 
be fuficred iij a country like this, proud of its freedom, and 
boaftmg of the equal rights of all its fubjefts The landlord, 
who lets the ground upon Icafc to the farmer, docs tiot con¬ 
sider bimfelf as bound to repair the cottages. The farmer, • 
who has only a temporary intcreft in- the property, feels no 
anxiety on the fubjedt. The cottage difmattdcd, and moul> 
dering to decay, affords neither warmth norfheltertotbe poor 
inhabitant, who is leffcxpofed to the fu^ of all the elements, 
and the inclemency of every feaibn. The ftately landlord, 
and the opulent farmer, forget that they have an interefir in 
the pefervation of the uidufirious poor, and that it is to them 
they are indebted for the fupport of their grandeur, and thfc 
accumulation of their wealth. -If, as appeared Trom the pre- 
fent temper of the Houfe, a negative fhould be put upon 4he 
fecond reading of the Bill, he repeated it that he would then 
jnove for leave to bring in a Bill to repeal the fiatute of Eliza¬ 
beth, and afterwards for a ccunmittee, to take into confidera- 
■tion the ftate of the poor laws. 

Mr. Martin faid, he admired the ^eech which he had 
heard that night delivered by the minlfter j tlw eloquence and 
the humamty of it were great, aud he hoped die prUiciptes 
profefied in it would he -into execution without- -dclaY.- 
Until that however were done, he thoi^ht that .the ^padeitt 
Bill would be proper; apdAif adtvifion took place, - he flidiild 
vote for the Bill of the honourable-gentleman, to Whom he 

thought his country was under great obligatione. - iewas he 
faid, a difgrace to the country that the labourers of it, to 

VoL. in. 179b. G whom 
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iwbom fo much atteatinn was due^ {houki be in fo deplorable 
a condition as they certainly were at riat hour. He hoped 
the mimfter would not delay to put this fubjedt on a proper 
footing, fo that the extenfivc plan which he had fo eloquently 
opened to the Houfe that night, ihould be reduced to praflice. 

General Smith declared that no fubjeft whatever appeared 
to him to call fo ferioullyfor the attention of that Houfe, as the 
prefent condition of the poor in this country, and he took 
great pleafure in feeing fo general a difpoAtion to attend to 
the fu^edt. Herofe chiefly to fliy, that, he Ihould pay all the 
attention he could to any pi opofition that IhOuld be brought 
forward upon this fubjedl. The right honourable gentleman 
badilated, that the pi ice of labour, like any other commo¬ 
dity, muft be left to find its own level. That right hon. 
gentleman did not perhaps recoIIe£l that labour docs not re- 
fcmblc any other commodity ; it is frequently attached to a 
.particular fituation, and cannot be exported to foreign parts. 
He had mentioned the introducing of a claufe for employing 
the children of labouring poor in manufadlories, where cer¬ 
tain portions of labour, under certain regulations, (hould be 
exadlfd from them. 'I'his regulating claufe he owned, he did 
. not approve ; and he muft caution the Houfe upon that prac¬ 
tice, not that he fliould fay that fliould not be done, but that 
itlhould not be done indifcriminately ; there were fomcfpecics 
of matiufadlures in which, if children were employed, it 
.would be very injurious to their healths. He had feen, for 
Inftancc, children that had been employed at feme manu- 
fadfories at the Hot Wells at Hriftol, who were rendered fo 
weak and flckly by their occupation, that there no hopes of 
^ir arriving:to a ftate of manhood, and therefore he hoped 
that great would be taken to make proper diftindliotis in 
tl^at refpedt. 

. .Mr. Mauin roie again, and begged leave to add to what 
he bad faid already on the fubjedl, and which he was forry he 
bad opiifted, that he beheld the patience and fubmiflion to the 
law, with which the diftreliled people of this country had en- 
dMted their hardlhips, with admiration. 

,Mr. Hnffty feMy he felt himfelffo much deprcflfcd, when he 
< confideced the fubjedl, that he bardlyicnew what to fay upon it; 
b.i,it he concieved he fliould not derhis duty without fubmitting 
thoughts to tne .cofiilderationof the Houfe. Noman ap- 
pcqyed. mqrc than be did the hihjl> apd the general fentiments 
the mjniftcr had conveyedxb the Houfe that night; but 
" it ought not to efcape the‘.Houfe,, that they were, all in the 
nature pf future reguiation, not as immediate reme^ for 
. . cxitting 
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exiftingdiftrefs.THeprefent bill, on the contrary, was a relief" 
to evils that were at this time-very ferioufly felt. He felt a re- 
ludance to entruli magiftrates with a great difcretionary 
power; what however was to be done to meet the prefect 
evil ? They mult enable the labourer to live, and that could 
be done only, he feared, by either increafing the price of la¬ 
bour, or decreafing the price of provifions. How was that 
to be done, but by fixing the minimum of labour, or the maxi¬ 
mum oi provifion'i- He did not fee any other way to relieve 
the labourer, which certainly mufl* be done by fome nyrans ; 
perhaps regulating the price of articles at the market would be 
the better of the two. The plan which the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer looked to, he thought, was a very good one as a 
future permanent regulation ; but fomething immediate fhould 
be done to relieve the poor, and to fatisfy the people at the 
prclent moment. 

Mr. Vanfittart obferved, that there were feveral provifions in 
that a£t of confiderable importance, ami therefore hoped'^it was 
only intended to repeal fuch parts of it as were obnoxious and 
ikheient in point of efficacy. • 

Mr. Whitbread then moved that the faid bill be now read a 
fecond time; 

Itpaficd in the negative. 

The Houfe was moved, that the aft, made in the 5th year 
of the reign ofQtieen Elizabetby might be read. 

And the fame being read accordingly; 

Ordered, 

That the faid bill be read a fecond time upon this day three 
months. 

Mr. Grey faid, that, in confequence of the notice he had 
given, that he fhould have to bring forward, on Monday the 
15th, a fubjeft of great importance; he wilhed to put to the 
miniller a queilion, having received an account of intelligence 
faid to have arrived in town that day, which, if true, might 
materially influence the manner in which he ffaould bring the 
fubjeft forward. The account to which he alluded, was, 
“ I'hat in confequence of a preliminary convention, figned tie- 
iwcen his Imperial Majelj^y and the French Republic, a con- 
grefs is to be held for a geneml peace, to which the other beJi. 
ligereut powers are invited fo accede.” He therefore afked' 
the miniiter, if he had received intimation of that fubjeft,'and' 
whether it was or was not kty>wn to his Majefty’s miniftefS .^ '1 

The Chancclhr of the Exchequer faid, he had no real infornarf-' 
tion upon the fubjeft*' He had feen a French paper, (!’ Ecliiir) 
purporting to be dated at Paiis, the loth of the prefent 

G 2 month. 
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montb* It did tuot come to edVernihedt, nor did he knew 
anji of dve channel of the cofhmunicfttien i ^d there 
w^e certaiii ctscu^iftances which made him enMmd-dlMihts 
With regard to the authenticity of it, at leaft be cotdd &y, tiiat 
he had not the fli^hteft information refpefttng the traitfiidtfork 

*1 he Houfe, m a cominittce of waysand meads, vo«ed neo 
milljons and a half on exchequer biffs, &c. andi^her rolblli- 
Uoi«.—Adjourned. 

HOUSE Of COMMONS. 

Monday, Fch. 15. 

Northwold and Dointon Baflct inclofures, Thames and 
^evtffji canal, and St. Bride’s church bills, were read a third 
time and pallid. 

The'flave carrying bill was rtad a firfttime, and ordered to 
he reiiida fccond time on Thurfday 

The inn-kcepcrs bill was read a fecond time, and ordered 
to he committed for the next day. 

Mr. HoLat t brought up the report of the committee of ways 
and means, which having been agreed to, theueceilaiy bills 
tFcre ordered to be brought in. 

MOIION FOR PEACE. 

Mr. Guy rofe to make his promiTed motion on 
the iubjcA of peace, and in fuhffance addrcHed the 
chair as follows. “ In nfing to bring this fubjeft ottce more 
before this Houfe, I cannot help exprefling my finccre regret, 
chat the circumftances of the country, ha\ e been fuch as to 
render it neceflary for me fo earnejllly to prefs it upon ) our at- 
iBiKioo. I have frequently been unfortunately called tqion 
Eft foake a motion of a fimilar tendency to the prefent; the 
tafle IS again tmpofed upon me, by the duty and attention 1 
oweto the mteixiis and fafety of the country. I ardently 
hopeds thatm the interval which has taken place Hnce a com- 
, snunication upon this fufcjei^ came from the throne, fome- 
tbtog would have been done, calculated to give effed to the 
plXNenifes which mmifters held^ out qnd to gratify the expedfa- 
liods which the pubhek had juf^y fbrmed ; but I have been 
difappoioted. I hoped, that fince we were told in his Ma- 
Ipiby’E meilage^ * that the order,of Aiogs in France wad^hch 
rs mqde ^em capable of maitiUinii^ the accuftomed ttla- 
etPits t^Cpcace apd aquty j and that tottn of government and 

principle of t^t natiOT were no K>hg«r ifreconcdeabie with 
/ocial order, ahd the political fecurlty bf Europe, fomc ihea.^ 

fures i 
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6 uf$ vmi\d)^iv^.heep.tak^ in the way of negotiation, and that 
th«ien4»»ents.tb^n:,b^Pt«^t fQjfwar^ would ^irodwtfd a 
coiKfai^; wji^Jvwowicl^nave rendered my nirinft ihtttftdencc 
wfuiecflflS^y.. i ard^ly expefted that whde ’ £uro|« - was 
bleediflg af every.pore, while the calls of tbiyjexhaufted ewh- 
4ry were fo^ urgent, miuifters woyld have done, fomethiiig to 
heyereaM^ed the fond bt^es we were all led. to indulge. No 
fuch, thing has taken place. A:) interval of two months has 
clapfed, and after the moft favourable opportunities of nego¬ 
tiating with advantage had been allowed to pafs unimproved, 
it does not appear that we have approached nearer <0 that 
event to which the wiibes and the intereft of the nation equally 
pointetL On the contrary, it appears that minillcrs are <le- 
teritMii^ to prol'ecute to extremity a contert’, the uniform 
pro^efs of which has been niaiked with dii'alier, and the 
continuance feems pregnant with deftruiSlion. Minifters 
have formally renounced the principles of the yr;m^upon 
which they fet out, totally changed their language,, and 
flattered us with hopes of peace v but, while tljcv .are de¬ 
luding us with promifes, they burry us into all the ,ipx- 
pences and calamities attendanL upon war. It was ino 
longer the prefervation of focial order, the iai'ety x»f regular 
government, or the extirpation of <lo<Strincs boltilc - to., ftur* 
tranquilliity. They were forced to recur to the expedient of 
deluding-the people with the hopes of peace, while they were 
determined to perfeverc in the fyftem of warfare. Under fuch 
circumftances, I fay, that I feel it my indifpenflbledutyciisce 
more to demand the attention of the Houfe, I hope with more 


iuccefs than has attendded me on any iimilar occafioh.' 

** Before wc embarked in hoftilitics, before we had plunged 
into a war which has been marked by fuch' unprecedented 
calamity, by one continued ferics of mifery and misfoirtuhe, 
it fell to my lot to fupport a propofition of a right bnaoufabis 
gemleman, which was calculated to explain add make intelli¬ 
gible to this Houfe, and to our fellow fiibjeSs, the principle 
upon which minilbere thought it nccefl*ary to difturb the .'peace 
and tranquility of the nation. Our efforts were n)ot rrolMied 
with fuccefs. We at laft embarked in the war, without'tiiin 
derltanding the princip^Ic on w'hich wc ourfelvcs or 

even that of our allies, Without feeing our way j 'havings in^ 
facb, nodiing to hope, .and every thing to fear, tsoftfe*- 
quences which followed were thofe we had teafon tp {expied. 
A confederacy ddbituie of union, of objedt and concCrti and 
wit^iut hairing the iapw views,'each 'flfudying Sts 
intcrefl, could'not be fuccdsful. . By aclti^ in ono-common 

iin4 
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and wdl'underfiood foipethintg be^if.dpRe; 

but by <*ftina^ly profecudngfppMatfij^i^ai)^ UlP 

common caufe muft be ruined and doft«oy$d» loats^ 

paign was undertaken, and ended with xbp ^efoatf, fuiUtned 
by oor allies at Dunkirk, and at Maubpuge. P/K>pfli^iOf)e 
w^rt again brought forward, to induce minmry to take mdlT) 
fures for the re-eftablifliment and prefervation of poapetr*-! 
Force did not Teem to promife fuccefis. The moment ■ Wa^» 
upon the whole, extremely favourable to views of paoiicaaionf 
but all ideas of negotiotion were rejected. 

** Then came the unfortunate campaign of 1794, in which 
we experienced defeat upon defeat, and difgrace after difgrace* 
From the moment we were obliged to retreat* from Landre- 
cies, it was but an uniemitting ieries pf defeat and difgrace* 
Holland, the iutereft of which was faid to be fo identified with 
that of thib countiy, was overrun. Holland, the taking of 
which was held out to be incompatible with the fafety of Europe 
at large. Again, in 1795, a piupofitiun was m.'.de to the fame 
purpofc, eveiy idea of negotiation was, however, re}e£ted. 
What followed? Prufiia made a feparate peace with the 
French republic. Spain followed the example. Then ap« 
peared the pacific dcclaiatiun of the Germanic body, with 
* the exception of the Elector of Hanover, who, however, in 
that capacity, foois afterwai ds a6led a different part. Offers 
for peace would clearly have been made by the Emperor, but 
for thie ipterpofitipn of this country, and the wailike fpirit ' 
which fhe mHamed and fuppoitcd. The Emperor at the 
fame time was indulge 4 with a loan. But why iliould Z re¬ 
peat thefc things ? It is not, I aflure you, for the fake of 
'triumph, but it i& to fhew how much the confidence lepofed 
by the Houfe in the miniffer had operated to perpetuate the 
contefi, and bow fatal and delufivc had been the hopes that the 
moment of negotiation would be fei7*ed and improved. LaiZ 
year ■ the mimffer durft not ihock the opinion of the public 
by a dire£i negative upon his motions, but he had eluded their 
objei^ by vague and indefinite declarations, which allowed 
him to profecute -his own fchemes, while it induced many 
to give him their fupport, upon a belief that a fincere inten- 
tionrto adopt pacific meafures extftcd, dnd in the delufive hope 
that they would be purfued. WbatUiave th^ hitherto done t 
Deferted by Bruifia, by Spain} by one faithful ally after auoi- 
tber^j^ey continued, and feem likelf to continue, obfiina^y 
aw (uiodly to perfifl in wai: and me only we)ji*fouoded, bob 
mferable flope, now feems to be, that we ihaU ibon hare the 
whole weight of the war upon our own fiiouldcrs. 

“ I again 
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« I again was about to prdept myfelf to .^Ur; notic on 
this fubjea, when minifters announced a mefiage froavnis 
Majeftyt aiid from that high authority We were inforiiifed, 
that rfitt'long looked-for order of things had tafcert^ placC) the 
CfifiShad .come to-a favourable ilTue, a n^otiation was at 
Jaft praQicable. I had.even given notice of my motion, but 
I thought proper to Hifpend it, becaufe having /cen the grand 
barrier Which flood in the way of negotiation removed, find¬ 
ing that we were no longer to hear of the French govern¬ 
ment being incompetent to enter into, or to maintain, the 
relations of peace and amity, I firmly expefled on the*lmeet- 
ing of parliament, after the recefs, to hear that fomething 
dectfive and fatlsfaftory had been done. Has any fuch thing 
been heard ? No. Can miniflers ftate any thing fatisfadtory 
on the fubjedl ? I wifh them not to reveal ftate fecrets; but 
can they tejl us that their readinefs to negotiate has been fol¬ 
lowed up by adlual negotiation ? That terms have been Of¬ 
fered, but that the French are haughty and unreafonable ? 
Could they have ftated any thing like this, I fhould have no 
occafum to trouble you with this piotion ; but our expccla- 
tiofts are vain. Peace is in their mouths, while thejr make 
only preparations for war. 

“ Another campaign is about to take place, and the Em¬ 
peror mufl have another loan. I find it then, Sir, again ne- 
cefGiry to bring the fubjefb before the Houfe, although with 
'ho very fanguii.e hopes of fuccefs ; 1 am confeious, that tt'has 
not novelty to recommend it, and from the frequency of dif- 
cutfion has failed to excite much interefl, as the fmalinefs of 
the number who attend too plainly evinces; its importance 
certainly demands the attention of thofe few who hear me. 
The difcudlon of the qiieflion is at this moment attended 
with one advantage. It appears difembarrafled of many to¬ 
pics which it involved, and which were formerly matters of 
obftinate dirpute, 1 am relieved from the necefllty of argu¬ 
ing on the competency of the French to treat. We no lon¬ 


ger hear of them as the avowed enemies ot' God and man, of 
virtue, focial order, happinefs and humanity. We have re¬ 
nounced thefe wild ideas, and have no objection to contem- ■ 
plate them as a republic* one and indivlfable,. founded on the 
bafis of liberty, equality, ^-aternitv, and the rights of maft. 
This, in faff, is now a government with which ■ Britain t$ 
ready to treat. Another tkpic nvay be left out of confider- 
ation,. which ufed to acompany the principle of overthrowing 
by force, and was held, out as the means'by which futcefS'Was 
to be attained, via, tlVe ‘general iitua'.ion Of French affairs, and 


particularly 
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paiticidarly t>f th«lr fiaances- Ac Ctie Jit^e yfje fvere 
to1(^Uiat ewen tht’exrftencc of France and Fi^Cii priACipt^ec 
wasinociittipattble wiri> the fccurity'.of FiMrOfw, we- W4rc.^id 
chat deilvu&ion maft foon attend "cheir whokt in oQn« 

feqdenceof the deprecation of their aili^nai 6 ,an<ithefain 4 d 
ilatr of their finances. We alvirays, oppofed to fhefe 
fanciful calculations on the fubjedl: <of finance, the convinejftg 
refult-of experience. Notwirhfianding the defperate fA&tipt 
cf their circumfiances, in all their operations, nothi^ was 
tobe;^n but redoubled vigour and encreafing fucce&. This 
mode of reafontng has alfo been relinqudhed, and it is «n- 
ncccffary to enter into it more minutely, Minifiers no 
longer hold out this as a reafi>n why no negotiation fiiOtild 
yettte proceeded in. ; They have given up the hope of ac- 
cOttipMfliing the endfc deftruflionofthe French, and although 
the^ told us that Franee was on the verge of ruin, they were, 
neverthelefs, ready to enter into proper and reafonabk terms. 
Iby homeans iftterrd tofay. Sir, but that everything inuft 
th^nd on the terms to be propofed and acceded-) but the 
t^ueftibn is havvs any advances whatever been made \ it .is 
TedttCed to narrow‘limits. We have not now todifeufe the 
' nature of-the-French got'eniinenr, nor the ftatc Of their 
finances!^, btft to inquire if niinifters have done, romething 
‘fhore than they appear to have done, and which, corffifiently 
Wieh their honour, they were bound to do. I ihall be aficed, 
•tio doiibti what I to expedt ? Why fliould I intrude my- 
frff into -rile council of minifters, and perhaps throw obftacks 
m'fiJB way of attaining the object I fo anxioufly look forf 
"Rely on their tvifdom, and the gracious difpofition of bis 
Majefly, Which, through his minifter.s, he has lately mat}i> 
fefted to the Houi'e and to the country. I am no friend, 5ir, 
loathe doftrineof confidence in miniiters, who have fo fre¬ 


quently fhewn themfelves unworthy of it. They have, un- 
ifortuimti-ly for the country, too long enjoyed that blind and 
tkftruiSivc cenfidence. 1 bear in my memory the repeated 
€dufions that have been pradtifed in the courfe oflafi*ycar, 
•'and particularly in December, w’iien a mefiage fo artfully 
•Worded had been brought down to^ parliament. What had 
^becn the n.'fult of all tlw declarayons of niinifters, or of.-the 
'nbepediations they -bad raifed ? 1 Inay be aiked, if any thing 

■ ititn be done, what is it ? Or ou^t ii to be adopted f f emne 
^ard’and fay, that if minifters’intend to prove tliat they are 
re in their defire of peace, dircdf propofak ought to ■cotne 
IfiptJni this country They may perhaps fay, that this-wmild 
t» hotnllisring; ’ that it would be -obliging Great Britaio/to 

proftrate 
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pfoftratlf France. NoI'Sir, at. never 

cart -for A'natfOtt* even fte.grcatefti imrdy to 

cohie’fofwafd vriifh ’offer of peace. ' I wean not to (njf we 
oyght'ttJi'iiie 'fof it. When his prefect Majeft^* in . a 
f^wh'frob the throne in 1760 (Ae year <rf^ his acceflton' 
iO'idie’thNihe) informed the paHiament that he had made 
pveitureS of peace, hut that the terms propofed he was bound 
to rejti^^ and continue die war : was fuch a conduifl on the 
patt of this country deemed humiliating ? When a nation is 
fuScefsful in war, iris generous to wave the privilege of fuc- 
ce&, to adUme the mild language of moderation an^ offer 
peace to the enemy. When they are equal, overtures of 
peaee are equally honourable on either fide. If we are en¬ 
gaged in a conteft eminently difaftrous, misfortune fhould 
have'taught us humility, and a fubmiffion to an alternative 
which our folly has rendered tnevital^e. By exprefs declara¬ 
tions this country had held out that France was not to be 
treated with, nor had we ever really' retra£led this pofition. 
It was deferving of inquiry, therefore, whether the mclTagc 
was adequate as a virtual acknowlpdgnient of its competfei^y, 
or whether lomething more explicit and formal was required. 
The French had a&d with a more becoming candour, for. 
.the'obnoxious nrinciplcs which had firft excited alarms 
taher^ftaies, h^e been direiSfiy and formally renounced anti 
difclaimed. We alfo. Sir, ought diret^y and uneqmvocally 
to acknowledge the French republic, and with/ ackoqyvledg- 
meiu bring forward our propolals. Shall this be called humi¬ 
liating i The fame argument was ufed by miniffers when we 
formerly propofed what they have fince done thcmlflves. 
When we wtihed merely to ftate upon record that there ex- 
ifled in France a government competent to enter into a ne- 
gociation, it was called humiliating to make fuch a gratui¬ 
tous acknowledgment. Yet this have miniffers done; con¬ 
trary to all their bold aflertions, they abandoned the great 
caufe of focial order, religion, and humanity, and leaving ail 
chefe to their fate, declared themfelves difpofed for peace. 
A defire of peace in confequence could not bW to be excited 
in the country; but the hopes Ipringing from this defire, sac 
ftiffed as footl as created^ and we fee the war renewed zs iit 
iiDfuch.h(^e had exiHed.* It would certainly be true policy 
and a fair, and manly condu^ to go one flep further in the en¬ 
deavour to procure pe^ceA'and directly and. openly to o^a^e 
thofo fWiopofiils which i^idence and honour, may 
If the prid!Qi,cHr amhitiocb.of the en^my form an infurdioo^- 
ablcito to-our wilhe^wac may (fill be neceffary: addhow- 
Vol. III. 1796. H tvti 
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eyc^jr &pngly I n^ight^e itnprt*flc<l wUW'/t^ iSci liiu 

437 muiift.?rs to carry it on,'I ibbtild^#iIliH|^y ylfcjA 
tope iicccflity of its continuance» bi^ofe thisdrearfftl^ 
^ternativc takes place, let us not neg!e£l, thc'me^s nertffitjy 
for Us prevention. A fair, open and dirc^ comniuhu^Vl'diV, 
Sir, is the flcp I propofcy and I found it upon his 'Majerf^'^s 
ilieflkge, and the declarations of his mtnifiers. 1 hayeno^ob* 
cafton to enter into any di^bate rerpecKng the war, oi* rile pe¬ 
culiar mode of carrying it on. I argue merely upon the^d- 
miilioxs already made by miniftersy and call upon them,, if 
they mean tp ail in confiftency with themfelves, wUbbiit 
further delay, to follow upthci-r profeffions by a cefr^lpond-- 
ing line of condiiil. Let the country know what they tjavO 
to truft toj. let not their hopes of peace reft on a vagitC and 
UpAibRantial foundation. Having ilated thus much, 1 (halt 
leave the queflion for the confidcration of the Houfcl Eveii 
n,pw^ while I am (peaking, were I to have a ftngle favotlT- 
kh^e aflur^ince on the part of miniilers that they were negotik 
was there any folid fbtindation whereon to build thb 
pJeafing hope of peace, w'lthout attempting to pry into or 
pubJifh thc;fecrcts of miniftefs, I (hall gladly requcft leave td 
* withdraw my motion, fo little am J difpofed to fetter their 
operations. I have hitherto bren difappointed ; I have bcM 
unable toobrain what fufFering humanity fo loirily demands, 
but I (hall peifevere. Since his Majefty^s meflage laft 
brought this fubjcdl under our notice, even the voice ofGoJ^ 
m ftotms and tem()efls, has been heard, the Heavens have 
proclaimed the necclSty of peace, and loudly demanded an 
univerfal celLtion ofhoflility. Whatever be the fateofther 
motion I have the honour to m-ake, whether peace be at a 
di^nce, or near at hand, 1 ftall have the fatj^fa£lion of do¬ 
ing that duty, which, in common with every member of the 
Houfe, I owe to my own confcicnce, to God, and to pof- 
tcrity.*' 

Mr. , Grey concluded with moving—” That an humble 
^.adJrefs be prefented to his Majclly, to (late to his Majefty 
the defire of this Houfe, that his Majefty may be pleafed 
take fuch fteps as to his Royal wjfJom (hall appear moft 
f*..proper, for communicating dircftly to the executive go*^ 
Mrnment of ihe h'rcnch Republic his ^fajefty*s readinef^ 
meet any difpofition on the. .part of that governtnerit, 
wUh aq ea*ncft defirc to give iif.thc fulfeft and fpeeifti^ 



(^f the Exchequer rofe next and add'riffdd < 1 ¥A 

to the following effe£l>-^Much a^'he differed 

the 
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t)»e hQpouraWe. gentleman in the dififuffion of almoft every 
topic in thccpurfe" of three years, which was cohneflfed ii?hK 
,tHc origin, the. principles,, the condufl, and the progrefditrf 
4 he pf^rent ^war, in, ajl its Itages, and undtt all its cirC'dt^- 
ift^^es i much as he differed from him in many of the poihtjs 
whi?^ related to the future fecurity of this country, yet there 
ifome points in which he would agree with him, and, if 
he under.ftood him right, on the grounds of his own motinn, 
Wtl^e iftate of the country, and the fentiments of a great majo- 
jity of this Houfc, are fuch, as 1 , faid Mr. Pitt, have reafontb 
■ieppofe,.there cannot, indeed, beany wide or effcntial difference 
as to the general refult. If, however, after the expianalioR 
which I may be able to give with refpedl to the ftjte of this 
•country, and the pofuion of the enemy, the honourable gen¬ 
tleman mall flill chufe to peifevere in his motion, there are 
•oncor two conf-’quences, which might othervvife be drawn 
from any declaration of mine on the prefent occalion, againft 
•which it may be neceffary for me to guard. I mull, therefore, 
,guard againft any imputations which may hereafter' be 
brought forward, either as to thp fincerity of any declara¬ 
tion which ! may exprefs in favour of peace, or as to the ih- 
•efficacy of the meafurcs taken to facilita'e its progiefs. , 
However 1 may be difpofed to favour that objecl, which the 
motion feems principally to have in view, i can by no means 
■concede the grounds on which it l.as been Udlowed up; 1 
.mean .that from a view of our. fituatioii, and of the events 
of .the .war, we flioiild difeover fuch fhameful humiliation, 
or bopelefs dcfpondency, as to abandon every thing for wh:ch 
we have formerly contended, and be difpofetpto proltiate our- 
fclves at the .feet of the enemy. If the iieceffty I'f our 
condition, df the fenfe of having been baffled, fhould ope¬ 
rate fu ftrongly as to induce us to make overtures of peace 
upon any terms, if every conlideraticn of policy, and every 
feeling of decent and honourable pride, muft be fa>.r:iiced 
to the extreme preilure of our affairs, we muH then, ii'dced, 
be bound to receive the law of the conqueror. I'his fitu-. 
atiou of affairs the honourable gentleman has not, indeed, de» 
veloped, but he has pretty plainly infinuatcd it as a ground 
for his motion. I tluft, however, that the ftate of this 
jconatry is far different,-and that no temporary revolfe ib 
the fortune of war, no internal preffure in our dom..'llic fitu- 
.sttioii, has yet producedwhis mortifying humiliation,'' this 
dreadful alternative. Bur the honour able gervtlcman; lis'''’an 
impeachment, of the fincerity of minifters with ref^df-'to 
peace, has. .alluded to an argument, which wtt' ’torni<Tly 

H 2 fuppoftM' 
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{u(Tport«4 from this £de of the Houfe^ that we conid > hot 

m, 4kej)eace without humbling ourlblvea ,to the enemy^ and 
Wtdioitf Oifcovcriiig that vfe wire baffled ^in our attemfitsi 

e^maufted in our refources. From this he no dmibt 
meant to infuiuate that niiniftcrs were at no time iuYcere 
lii their wifhes for peace, and were difpofed to throw every 
obftacle in its way. He does not think proper to mention 
that this argument was made ufe of at a time when the op> 
ponents of the war, availing themfelves of a ferics of mis¬ 
fortunes and difappointments which had befallen the coiia 
federacy, took the opportunity to prefs their motion for an 
immediate peace. AVe then contended, that the evil was 
not fo great as to exclude hope, or to damp enterptife, that 

n. 0 circumftancfs had taken place under which a firm and 
manly refinance became imprafticablc, and that we might 
’ftilLlook with confidence to the effeft of a vigorous ar>d per- 
(jjvering profecution of the war. In proportion as this truth 
has become raanifeft to Europe, in proportion as it has be¬ 
come martifeft to the enemy themfelves, do wc feel ourfelves 
inclined to adopt a more conciliating tone. In proportion 
as the fituation is inverted, the objeflion, which wc for- 
mcxly made is fuperfeded. That fituation which the honourT- 
able gentleman chofe only to fuppofe as theoretical, I contend 
to be practical; that our fucceiles have been fuch as to ob¬ 
viate any obfiacle to iiegociation on the fcore of national 
honour, and fo far I undoubtedly am of opinion that the dif¬ 
ficulty is infinitely diminifhed. 

, In ftating, however, generally, my own fentiments, and 
thofe of His Ml^cfty’s Minifiers, I muff protell againlt the 
praflice of being called upon from day to day, from week or 
weejc, from time to time, to declare what are precifely our 
views on the pofiure of affairs, of what are the fteps which 
we rriay think it necefiary in confequence to adopt. 'I he 
prdgrefs of the meafures, which fuch a fituation of affairs as 
xfic prefent may render necefiary, can only be left fafely to the 
conduct of the executive government. If the Houle are of 
camion, that the bufinefs cannot be fafely left in the hands of 
ifiinifi.ei-^^^ the proper flep would be tq, addrefs his Majefi-y to 
remove them f^rom their fituation,, and not to endeavour to 
jipterryptthe affairs of government by calling on the Houfe of 
< 5 <^ibi:^bns to'interfere with the funftions of executive autho- 

honourable.gentleman ^limfelf feemed to be aware 
j itf, hie admitted the principle to be corredt j he faitw he 
cl>ntend againft the conffituiioiul degree of confidence 
. ap executive gpvernment ought to have from the le- 

giflative 
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giAatlve power, while its eonduft was unexccpfioiiabl^-^ Tlie 
honourable gentleman fays, that he does not "cOnfidem 'hu* 
jtifters, and on that ground he has been led to give an 
form oppolition to tncir meafures during the war; and, on 
the fame ground, he nowexpreffes his diilruft of the linccrity 
of their wifhes refpedting peace. Unqueftionably the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, who places no confidence in minift^i^ 
is entitled to oppofe their meafures, and doubt' their fincerity ; 
but he is bound to conform to cilablilhed rules, and not to 
ciFedt any change in a conftitutional quelfion. I anean, 
whenever this Houfe, adopting a motion like the prefent, in- 
ftcad of addrefling his Majefty to remove 'iiis miniflers, apply 
in order to take the bufinefs into their own hand's, they de¬ 
prive the country f)f every chance of a fuccclsful negotiation. 
—I had agreatdefire to do myfelfjuftice in mycondudl, and 
thofe with whom I adf; I know, however, how difficult it 
was to fay much upon fu' h ftate affairs as the prefent motion 
aims, and particularly fume of the arguments urged in fupport 
of it, without oulftepping the line of my duty. It is a fub- 
jeiii on which it is impofliblt to detail as minutely as the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman leems to expert, without breaking - in 
upon that principle which has guided every difcrcet miniffer 
in treating fubjerts of this nature. If I felt that generally 
as applicable to fubjerts of this kind, how much more mutt 
1 feel it on this particular occafion, confiJering, as I mufti 
the particular filuation of the country at this moment ?— 
Let gentlemen look at the fituaiion of affairs on the Con¬ 
tinent ; let them look at the fituaiion of our enemy j what 
has been their plan and prartice ? what has been the cafe iii 
this refpert fince tlie honourable gentleman reminded the 
Houfe of the matter ? What, I would afk, has been the effeit 
of the feparation of the general confederacy againft France, 
and the weakening of the power of that confederacy ? Power, 
that long ere this, might have atchieved much advantage had 
they keju in union. Recoilert what has happened upon the 
•appearance of that feparation. and then conjeiSurc what 
might have been the effert, had the confederacy remained 
exitirc. The deflrurtioa of the enemy, perhaps, or at leaft 
the diminution of its ftren|;th to fuch an extent, as to have 
brought forward an honourable repofe and lafting tranquillity 
to Europe. J^t me afk the Houfe, whether or not, every' 
man did not believe it was me policy and the aim of France 
to ufe all endeavours to feparate the confederacy againft her?, 
Let me afk, whethet (he did not feem to triumph even in thie'^ 
nope of being able to effeftit? Let ms aik, 'whether any - 
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ibing fOliaiMd of lite hope of (Vance but this reparation, .fo 
««ab]e her to diihte to Eurojic f Let me aik, whether aiijr 
thj^g could, therefore, be fo dcHrable to France as the de;:* 
taching that confederacy, which, for the honour and fafety ^ 
£ufope, was folrmed againll her? And then let nw afl:, whe¬ 
ther there ever was, or could be, a caufe in which it would 
be more the duty of every go.jd man to prevent any jealouly, 
or the fifing of any fufpicion, or the creating of any difun^on^ 
among thofe, who, if they remain entire, may yet give ho¬ 
nourable >nd lafting peace to Europe ? If the diieiSlory have 
yet any hope of dilating terms to Europe, it is no doubt on 
the fame p<^Cy which they have bttheito found fo beneficial, 
that they ground their expectations c.f future fuccefs. If 
thn'c is any thing by which they can expeCt to attain this fitu-» 
ation -of proud eminence, this objeS of their favourite ambi- 
taon., it is by being able to inttil jealoufy, or fow the feeds of 
divifion, and engender fources of animofity among thofe of 
the confiederacy, who yet remain united to uppofc tljcir power. 
FethapS, in this point cf view, an attention to the preferva- 
tion of the confederacy l)«comes a duty, not only for minif- 
but for all thofe perfons who are anxious for the public 
welfare^ and ioterefied in the national charader ; for all thofe 
who are defirous of an honourable peace, and advexie to any 
(peace purchafed with difhonour. if fuch be the cafe, it is 
important for them to confider, whether the meafures which 
may wilh<to reco<nmeiid, be fuch as may oblige the 
country to give up the chance of a fuccefsiul peace altoge¬ 
ther, or to take it on terms inconfiftent with the honour of 
Ihe nation. If we receive proportions of peace on the terms 
«fthe honourable gentleman, the confiderations “ fpcedy and 
Iwaiaounible*’ then became feparated. Wc muff, in that cafe, 
ebufetbe ukernutivu .; if we adopt the motion, we mufl cither 
giye up our profpefi of peace altogether, or we muft make 
peaceonterms inconfiftent with our honour, and incompati¬ 
ble Mritbyuftice; an honourable peace w.e may have, if we per- 
feverpintthe fame firm and vigorous line of condufl which we 
bave hitherto purfued. This I know, not from any immediate 
communkation with the enemy, nijr from any comm^ica- 
Ition ibf their difptfition for peape, but from the ftatement 
Yrhidi they have themfelves furiftfhcd of their defective aiid 
•lectoft .exhauftfid means for carrying on the war. On this 
cround 1 qppofe the motion. If# w.erc not defirous of peace^ 
lpj9ioaMJ»e forfeiting my duty to the country, and viedating 
•which, i diold from my public fituation but J can 
iwuver.'canfent, ,to the prouofitipa of peace, unlels the ms 

Should 
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fhoul'J b;' ronfiftci-it with our prefeut honour, fttitdkbktlo OUr 
pn;':;.t condition,, and compatible with our future ^ecui'ity. 
Ha\ sng faid tii;s with the j^eneral view T have of the 
of peace, if the queftion be tnoug’.U a necelTdry one, I will 
fay a few words as to ttie MeiTage from his Majt./iy to Pariia* 
mc'it about two months ago, becaufe it was iaid, that no 
ftep had bedn taken firice for a negotiation ; I hope the Hou(b 
will recoiled what I faid upon that occafion. I faid then, 
that the Houfe Ihould not compel by its vote, the execotive 
government to enter into a negotiation, bound down an4 
fettered with any acknowledgement of our own weaknefs ; 
precifcly tlie fame thing did 1 defire of the Houfe upon the 
prefent occafion. 'rhofe whb diiTer from me in general, and 
who have thought the war altogether unneceflary, I did not 
then, nor do 1 now, expect to convince, but the Houfe at 
large thought as i do. To the Houle a: large, therefore, 1 
will now fay, that the queflion, as the honourable gentle* 
man has himfelf ft-ated it, is a very narrow- one—‘ Whether^ 
b.-caufe after having received the mefiiigc from his Majefty, 
no communication iias taken place of atiy fubfequent mejtw 
fures, the Houfe, by adopting a motion of this fort, ought- 
to compel the executive government, faotind hand and foot, 
to commence a nego iation r’ If the honourable gentlemati 
entertains fuch diflrult of the fincerityof miniifers, as to fnp.* 
pnfe them difpofed to take no mcafures to carry into effedi 
their own declarations, 1 {hall certainly not- argue with hint 
on that point. In order to be confiftent, the argument of iho 
honourable gentleman muft infer, either that overtures have 
been made on the part (jf the enemy, or that fnme favourable 
opportuni-y has occurred to this country for the purpofe of 
commencing negotiation, which have been rvjedbd fubfequent 
to the period of the meflkge, . ^ 

If a negotiation fltould be entered into, it is evident, that 
in order to give it its full efTciSl, we fhould be careful noe 
only to keep up the ftriiSI letter of our engagements with our 
allies, but to maintain with them full concert and harmony. I, 
therefore, take upon me to a/lcrt, that fince his Majeify*^ 
tnefliige has been delivered to this Houfe, minifters have 
taken every mealure confitWnt with the general intcrefls of 
the country, and with the* attention and regard due to her 
allies, to enable his Majeft^ .to take any opportunity, leitikr 
to meet overtures for negotiation, or to make fqqh dveiitu^ 
as might be found molt expedient. I'bat no eciqtwsttc nntl 
ref}fea to who fhould malce the firfe overnire *430 
in a mode of making it, appeared to govenuaent/ to 
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be 9n bbttaclc to negoiiation. If in other r?fpe£isi there ap- 
jwaired to be a probabilitj^ of leading to juft and honourable 
^rrhs, die great point bting what pro/pt^ there was of ob¬ 
taining fuch terms. Mcalures had been taiten to afeertain 
thefc points, and were now in train ; and if the enemy were 
£hcere, they muft fpeedily lead to a negotiation. ‘VVnethcr 
that negotiation will lead to peace I cannot fay, becaufc that 
depends upon whether the exhaufted ftate of the enemy will 
incline them to fet on foot that negotiation with a view to a 
peace, very different as to the terms of it from any which 
their*public declarations had for a long time paft feemed to 
indicate ; if this was not the cafe, I muft fay a fpeedy peace 
was Impollible. I wifti ardently for peace—but not for any 
but an honourable peace. The country has a right to ex- 
M<Sl it from its own ftrength and refourCcs, and from a know¬ 
ledge of the relative fituaiion of France. 

I admit that the honourable gentleman in his fpeech fe- 
pnrated negotiation from the terms. But in other paftages he 
talked of negotiation as leading to an Immediate Peace. I do 
not hold out a profpe^X of immediate peace, nor do I ftate any 
^rtod that t can afeertain for it j I only fay it will not be the 
fault of His Majefty*s fervants if the period Is remote •, the 
fsnemy muft be however ready to make it on terms which we 
have a right to think juft and honourable; it refts, not on uS 
only, but alfo on the enemy, whether this may lead to any ne¬ 
gotiation at all, or whether negotiation will lead to peace. It 
a'l depends on this, whether the difpofttion of the enemy (hall 
be more moderate than any we have lately feen of their pro- 
felbons. Sorry 1 am to fee fuch a feeming difpofition on the 

f iart of the enemy, as may render them, in cafe of furcefs, de- 
Irous of preventing any effect to pacific dif|>ofitions, which they 
riiay now proftfs,or even of retradling them. Whether, this 
may lead to a moderation in pracUee which 1 have not feen yet, 
I know no more of, as 1 have faid already, than what any 
ipibet gentleman has an opportunity of knowing. Wh.at has 
been made public I hope is no: autheniic ; however, by 
What has been circulated in this country, and through the 
<Ppntinent with induftry, and what they are faid to hold out as 
khe bpbb i f peace to the Knglifti nafion, does not appe.ir as if 
’they iifere very defirous of meetifig us «in honourable terms ; 
t have,heard that they are ready to give peace, becaufe the 
'oyernnierit of England aflcs it.*» Thus then we are to have 
^ice ifWy (ball fue for it; that is, if we ihill'abandon' that 
WUi^b our adeeftors have fought fa bravelv;_if we fha'ii 

lU al»ndo}i rhe'iafeiv of all Kti- 
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1‘opc, »nc| facrifice to France every thing that is dcaj- to and 
b/r^r to thfm homage, and grant them an uncb^ditioifaf and 
tincompcnfatcd reftitution of all that has been thcLr’4 
that has been in the polTeiHon of tbofc wbont they haye'fbired 
to be their allies; then, in return for this, they will offeT to. 
the people of England their fraternization. I have thus iliteJ 
the degree to which we have been ready to go, I hope I (hall 
riot be told fome weeks hence I have been iniincere. We have 
not been ready to grafp at a treaty fuch as you have heard from 
me. There is but one lituation in which a minifter of this 


country fhould convey fuch terms to the enemies of itj That 
is, when the ahjcdl'nefs of the country and its willingnefs to 
file for peace is proclaimed by parliament, fo as to deprive us 
of vigour and energy, and make us unwilling to drive for the 
maintenance of ourfclves. If this motion be adopted, what 
ovi’rtures we fhall receive, or whit vvefhall not, I will not pre¬ 
tend to determine; but while we fhew any conridence jh bur 
rtTources, I do not fear that a negotiation of meafurcs that are 
in train may prove effbilual. At what period,' for reafons I 
have already dated, it is impodlblc for .me to imagine. 1 am 
not apprehenfive that Parliament* will not leave th'is to tAke 
the courfe which the practice of our anceftors lays dovvn ,t6 u?, 
and which reafon dictates. I fay, if we and oiir allies ard not? 
falfe to each other and ourfelves, we fhall have an opportunity 
reftoring to Europe peace, on fafe, juft, and honourable 
grounds, and aiothlng but a premature motion like the prclent 
can deprive us of that blclfing ; and therefort, as a lover of my 
country, and of jufticc, I oppofe this motidn..’'^ 

Mr. Fox, “ Notwithftanding the mode of arguing which the 
honourable gentleman has adopted this day, in introduO'ing 
matter fomewhat irrelevant to the queftion at iffuc, 1 intend 
to Ciuifine myfelf almoft entirely to the fubjeift of my honour* 
able friend’s propofition. The Hoiife will pardon me, how¬ 
ever, if I make a few preliminary obfervatlons upon the man¬ 
ner in which the honourable gentleman commenced his fpedch. 


Far be it from me to difeourage any inclination which might: 
be fliewn to negotiation, or in any degree to retard the advance 
to peace ; for whether the feafon for negotiation be advan¬ 
tageous when ccimpaKd with thofe which have occurred ac 
periods which are paft, is certainly advantageous, wben 
compared with any that may be expecied In future,'hjowliver 
numerous our vidories, cf however unprecedented our rucCefs. 
1 cannot, however,,refrain from faying a wpfd '.qf,‘iyv,q won 
the paft, not with a view to exaggerate the VTifjchlfles.'^f^the 
prefent, bur merely in xnv own vindication arid"4eiericel* fer 


prefent, bur merely in my ow 

-Voi.. in. i”9b. 
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Jiaving propofed pacific meafures, when they were refufed to 
he adopted. Will it be faid, that when that part of Germany 
on this side the Rhine, and the Low Countries, are in the 
hands'of the enemy; t^en Holland is become a province cf 
France^ and when they arc in'poflclEon of St. Lucia and St. 
t>btningo, that we are in a fituation in which more honour¬ 
able terms of Peace may be expelled, than when they were 
driven out of the Dutch provinces ; when they were routed in 
every battle in Flanders when they were compelled to retreat 
within the limits of their own territory; when Valenciennes 
was taken ; when a confid'crable imprefllon was made upon 
them, by the Emperor in the north, and by Spain in the fouth : 
in fhort, when thev did not hold an inch of ground without 
the bounds of Old J^rance ^ Then we were told, that it would 
be humiliating for the country to offer terms of peace, and 
that we fliould wait till- the misfortunes of our fbes fhould lay 
theiti proRrate at our feet. 

“ When I propofed a pacification in the beginning of 1794, 
1 was told, that the late campaign had exhibited a feries of tri¬ 
umphs more brilliant than any which the annals of the country 
could boafl:. Laft year, a negotiation was moved for, before 
Holland was totally loft; the recovery of which was afligned 
aS a principal caufe of the war; and then it was faid, that any 
propofal-,on out part, would be degrading to the honour of the 
country. I hope, however, that he who thinks it poflible to 
propofe an honourable negotiation now> will no longer accufe 
us of having entertained a with to humilwte the country, by 
advifing the government to offer terms of peace, in clrcum- 
fliances in which it was infinitely more advantageoufly fituated. 
My argument, at prefent, does not turn upon the propriety of 
prppofah for peace coming from one country more than from 
another; but upon the feafonablenefs of the time. I perfeiily 
agree with the honourable gentleman, that the prefent is the 
tnoft proper feafon which may well occur, and in the faith that 
hels inclined to improve it, I have the Jefs difpofition to prefs 
thiie errors of the jpaff. Here, however, a queflion occurs, who 
fliiali make the firll ftep towards peace ? In all wars, 1 think, 
tliiis is apioint of little importance ; and in this war, 1 think, it 
is. of kfs importance dian almoft in anypther. When hofli. 
lifieS Coitimenccd between the counties, the French held it 
out as a principle, that they were dAermined to propagate 
their, government ail over Europe. How long th^ perfevered 
in miii^intnLr this abfurd, impolitic,^nd iinpraaicable prin- 
is of nttle conlet^uence now to decide. At tiny rate, 
ii^ evldsntl that diey have been extremely felicitous to re- 

.-r ^ ^ . / r tXlVY^ 
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move the prejudices and imprefnaiis Aich a -ralh and 

'hafty declar cion was likely to produce, for they had >ifuiequi-- 
voca-ly proteiied., while taking an oath of (s^teroal .refinance to 
monarchy tn their own country, that they would confine that 
nf:;' nceto their own .country alone, and that they would 
■fuffer foreign nations to adopt or retain that form of ge¬ 
ar ernmeni;, v'hich was cnoft congenial to them, without any in- 

Uriwrein'i-. 

“ ouice the enemy had thus folemnly and earneftly re¬ 
nounced every idea ot extending their own fyftems to other 
nations; fence they had abandoned and abjured all Icinds of 
interference in the internal policy of other countries, were not 
we bouiid alfo to difclaim, in a ilmilar mannec, all defigns of 
prefeription in their government, and were not we bound to 
abandon and abjure, with equal Iblcmnity, that opinion which 
w'e formerly indulged, the nacc/Iity of recommending fuch an 
interference as fhould reftore the antient monacjthy ? 

It is a duty incumbent on us to offer io the French a fimilar 
declaration, that we donot mean to meddle with thdr civil tc- 
gulalions j for, until we have done fo, we have not gone fo far 
as France has done towards a negotiation. France has made an 
explicit and unequivocal declaration,.that Ihe renounces all ideas 
of an interference in the government ot this country, an4 by 
fo doing fbe hath called on us to jttake a fimilar declaration, 
equally as explicit and 1 do noyt believe, but if we did fo, 
there would then be an end to every obftaeJe. There was a 
word in the bonoutable gentleman's fpcech, which, ,not- 
wicbfianding all its pacific complexion, I was forry to 
.hear, and which to me appeared to indicate that it is his 
opinion that the pcefent government of Franee has not ar¬ 
rived at that crifis which was particularly deferibed in his Ma- 
jefty’sfpeech. 

“ His exprefiion was, that after we had abandoned our alli¬ 
ances, facrificed our conquefis, renounced our .claims, and 
acceded to their propofitions, they would coodefeend to ho¬ 
nour us fo far as to admit us to a fraternization. JDqcs the 
French government 'peffevere in and aft upon that fyftem 
now ? I hope and trull it does not; and therefore wUb to put 
a gi eater guard uponTuch expreifions, lefi they bqcomegrounds, 
to prevent a negotiation. . ^ 

** 7’he fubjeft, however, chiefly depends upofl a queftion of 
time. On the eighth of December, a meflage was fent dojvn 
from his Majcfiy, Hating, that the affairs of France had ar¬ 
rived at fuch a crifis, as to render negotiation polfihle,^ *I'hi^ 
•picHage, as to-all praftical purpofes, it was nui too much rd 

1 a antedata 
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antedate fix weeks. On the twenty-ninth of Oflober, in his 
]V1 ajefty*s: fpeech, there was a paragraph upon the iubjeft, 
the n#3ning of which appeared to me to be by no means 
clear* >We are told, however, that it was afterwards ex¬ 
plained, and that the fubfequent mefla^e was nothing more 
than the natural confequence of the -King’s fpeech. The 
meaning and the fentiments therefore of the King’s meflage 
on the 8th of December, may be faid to have been hypotheti- 
cily and conditionally publimad on the 29th 0£lober. But 
■fuppofe they had never been divulged till the eighth of Decem¬ 
ber, we wee bound toconfidtr not only the lapfe of time, but 
the circurrdtances attending it. When we remember that fix 
weeks have tranfpired fince the communication of that opinion 
to the Houfe, and that fomethirrg effeftual is not yet'appaicnt, 
it was furely worth the public notice, and the public obferva- 
tion. In regard to the circumlbnces attending it, let us re¬ 
coiled too, that thofe fix weeks did not intervene in the mid¬ 
dle of a campaign, but to ufe the energetic language of my 
honourable friend, when God and nature had united to create 
an armiftice, and when an armifiice did actually exifi. For¬ 
merly, when the executive.Government was preparing to 
negotiate, if the Parliament happened to be a fitting at the 
fame time, the hufinefs of the Parliament was considered as 
an interruption, and was urged as an cxcufe for delay ; but, in 
the prefeni inflance, there was no fuch check, for the mefliige 
was communicated upon the eve of a long adjournment, 
when the executive Government had a better opportunity to 
expedite a treaty; nay, that very adjournment itfclf was un- 
derftood by the public as a preliminary meafure, and now there 
was a univerfal wonder why it had not been ufed. When 
thefe circumftances are confidered, I wifh to know why no 
Jleps have been taken ? 

“ One obfervation of the right honourable gentleman upon 
the peculiar impropriety of making fuch a motion at the pre- 
fent period as his honourable friend propofed, flrikes me very 
forcibly, that it might unfortunately have a tendency to fepa- 
rate our alliance, and that it uniformly and conifantly been 
the policy of the enemy to divide the confederacy at the very 
moment they were, by their co-operatioi?, about to make ’a 
fatal and ^ifive blow. Perhaps I am not fo well acquainted 
with the circumftances of the war as the honourable gentle¬ 


man, or at this time I may not have fuch a lively recolledlioa 
of the details of hiflory, but I certainly do not remember 
01^ foUtary inftanceofany peculiar difficulties under which the 
^fem y had lire misfortune to labour at the particular con- 

juncture 
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junfture when our allies fccedcd from the treaty. Did the 
king of PruiUa withdraw himfclf from the alliance, w?ien 
France was finking under the weight of his exertions ^ 1 be¬ 
lieve hot. Did die nieoibers of the Germanic body entreat 
the Emperor to accelerate a peace, when the Emperor’s 
armies were triumphing over the French? 1 believe not; at 
any rate 1 do not recollc£l any fymptoms of it. Dtd the 
EIe«Etor of Hanover treat with the French when he was 
particularly vidlorious? I believe the reverfe of the faft. 
Ur did the king of Spain offer terms to the French Re¬ 
public when he was fuccefsful? No 9 fo contrary was the 
cafe, that at the time he withdraw from the alliance, the 
French armies had not only made tbernfelves mafters of Rou- 
lillon, but the king of Spain Mas apprehenfu e that they would 
march to Madrid iti'elf. 

“ I confefs I cannot fee, ^if the profeilior,? of ihe ho¬ 
nourable gentleman be true) whit renders an explanation 
of the proceedings of the government of this cou:i':'y a 
fLibjcct of fo much delicacy in the prefent war. If hew^c l 
allow that he is engaged in a cl^;ideltine negotiation, of 
the benefils of which he would wifli to deprive our al ies, 
and of which of courfe he would wifh to keep them ig¬ 
norant, then I conceive fome motive for his condui’t, and 
I am ready on fucli a fuppofition to alio v his argument, 
jf it is not decent, if it is not honourable, at Icair to be 
logical. But if, as he declares, he is really aer ng in concert 
with our allies, where would he the harm^ thwjgh fu wi-re 
to lay all the papers which had pafled upon the fulijeiSl before 
the Houfe ? Here I cannot refrain from making one ooU rvation 
on the difference of fttuation, in which we have ftotvl wrth 
our allies in the courfe ofthis conteih I cannot help remem¬ 
bering a glaring defedf which was pointed om lull: year, in tne 
terms of the Loan, which was then voted to the Emperor. It 
was then objedled, that we did not bind him toperfevere in the 
profecucion of the war longer than he thought fit.. The ^n- 
fvver was, if we bind the Emperor to prokcute the war, we 
muft ourfblves come under the f..nie relfrii^fion. And now 
we are told, we cannot make peace, except in concert wid) 
our allies. I mention this merely to lltew the different rf*j 4 re- 
fentations that ate given of matters accooling to the pretfure of 
different arguments. The quellion now to be conlidered, is 
whether the minifler has tol l ia>’ enough or not; whether he 
has told us any thing matt^nal how much he h.is io!d us, and 
v^'hat is the value of it? I underftood him to havi'faid 

fox I do not pretend precifeJy to quote his own wor^-s, 

as 
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as I did not take them down, that he felt no difficulty in ac¬ 
quainting the Houfe, that the neceflary mcafures had been 
taken for enabling minifiers, when opportunity offers, to 
avail thenifelves of any overtures or terms that may lead to a 
general pacification upon fuitable and honourable conditions, 
either by receiving or by making offers; and further, that at 
this very period fuch mcafures have been taken, and are at 
this moment in train, conftfiently with our own interefts, and 
with refpefts to the interefts, confent, and harmony of our 
alliei^, which may lead to a permanent and honourable peace. 
As to mcafures with refpeft to our own intereft, and the in¬ 
terefts, confent, and harmony of our allies, which may lead 
to a permanent and honourable peace, every nicafore of war 
would come under that dejiomination, fmee every meafure of 
war was intended to operate to that effect. 1 underftand, 
however, that the right honourable gentleman, has, llnce tlie 
8th of December, by communication with the Kmperor, {that 
is to fay, when he mentioned the Emperor in particular, he 
meantonefor all) and the other membersof the alliance, come 
to one fettled plan. I will not denv that nothing was done by 
fuch a communication towards effecting a peace, but I am 
free to confefs that the whole has been condudled with a tardi- 
nefs for which I cannot account. 

Admitting thefe fteps to have been taken, and that a nego¬ 
tiation was acVjahy on foot, it ftill remains a queftion of fc- 
rious urgency, whether the motion of my honourable friend 
ought to be agreed to by the Houfe ? That the manifeftation 
of afincere dclire to negotiate would in this country produce 
an effedl highly popular, is a faci not to be diTputeii. To the 
reft of Europe fuch an inclination would be no Icfs grateful: 
and I will put it to the judgment of the Houfe, if they really 
think that the country will make worfe rerms of peace with 
France, becaufe the French government know our defire for 
peace to be finccre. Is it not to be feared, on the other hand, 
that the mutual alienation of affeiftion, and the mutual diftruft 
which has fubfifted between the countries, will create a more 
ferious difficulty to the fuccefs of any negotiation, than even 
the terms that may be propofed ? fortn^ wars, wc have 
found that the obftrudfions to pacification arofe more from the 
temper of the adverfe countries,* than the fpecific terms which 
were brought upon the tapis. In the moft glorious war this 
country was ever cng.aged in,* in,the war of the fucceflion, 
was there any whig, however high an opinion he might en¬ 
tertain of the adminirtration of Queen Anne, who did not 
believe that, from a want of cohfidence’ in the conferences 
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at Gcrtruydenburg the war was unncceflarily protrafleil ? 
Was there any one who doubted w.hether France would 
not have been willing to give up as much as England 
wi/hed to ideiYiand if . they had been open and candid in 
their negotiations, all the difficulties then rofe from the hoftility 
of the mind, as many more have done from the fame feeling, 
I am not fo fanguinc as to hope, at this day, that no difficulty 
will arife in negotiation about terms. I wilh to God that the 
fituat'ion of the country were fuch as to afford any rcafonable 
ground for fuch a hope. But what I contend for is this, that 
fuch has been the afperity difplayed on both fidcs, in the courfe 
of the conteft, that the temper of governments will occafion 
a difficulty no Icfs formidable than any that might occur in 
the difciiffion of terms, a difficulty which) I am forry to think 
the concluding part of the huiiouruble gentleman’s fpeech was 
hy no means calculated to remove. It tnay be faid that the 
declarations of the directory are of the fame nature as our own, 
and that they do not manifeft any particular defirc to forward 
peace. Be it fo, their condu^ fhall notjuftify ours; then 
let us ceafe to bandy terms of infolence, and criminate each 
other. Bccaufe infolent language is held by the dtr9;3ory 
of France, is that a reafon why the government of England 
fliould afliimc the fame tone of ipfolence ? Were we to adopt 
conciliatory language, the effect would be immediate upon the 
temper of the French government in foftning afperity, and 
hlencing abufe. And if fuch would be the effect in France, 
what might be expc£ted here. 

“ It was flared by the right honourable gentleman, that 
the motion of my honourable friend, were it agreed to by the 
Houfe, would fo cramp, fo fetter, and humiliate government, 
that it would be impoffiblc to nrgott.tte with honour. This is 
an obje£lion which has been ftaied fo often in the courfe of the 
war, that it has entirely loft its force. When on a former oc¬ 
cafion it was propofed to declare the government of France in 
a negotiable (ituation, the propofition was rejetfted with fcorn, 
and now this very declaration is made in the commencement 
of a negotiation. The circumftances, indeed, arc fomewhat 
changed; but if the eftefl docs not proceed from the fame 
caufe, 1 fhould not expedt* to hear the fame confequence de«. 
duced. The arguments of ivinifters in thefe, from experi¬ 
ence, I am led totally to difregard; and in many others, I 
would not attet^ to them. A&to the prerogative of the crown 
of making peace when and how His Majclly pleafes, no man 
doubts it; but no man, on the other hand, will doubt of the 
prerogative of the Commons of England, toadyifc His Majefty 

both 
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both on the time and the terms of pacification. The prefeiit 
is not a matter of right, but a matter of diferetion. I have 
put a cafe before the Houfe, which is fb appropriate to the 
prefent circumftances of the country, that I may be allowed 
to quote it again, the cafe of the American war. In the 
courfe ofthat war, we heard from a noble lord (lord North) 
that it was the height of indiferetion in Parliament to interfere 
' with the prerogative of the King, in making peace. I*arlia> 
ment wifely rejedied the noble lord's argument, and not only 
declared that America was in a negotiable fituation, and that 
the ffates ihauld be acknowledged as independent, but they 
even declared that no offenfive war fhould be carried on againft 
America-, and this very declaration enabled the honourable 
gentleman and his alTocintcs at that time to conclude a peace, 
the terms of which were certainly not fuch as the country, 
in my opinion, had reafon to expedf from its circumftances 
at the time, but which redounded much to his credit, when 
compared with the misfortunes to which it had formerly been 
fiibjedled. 

“ There are certain artifices pra<SlIced, and certain bug¬ 
bears which have ever been held out by minilters to parlia¬ 
ment, and w’hich have been difpofed of according to its good 
fenfe at the time. T!'he pretences of ftate ferrets, and par- 
liamentarv confidence, have been alwavs held forth as a fhield 
for the conduct of the fervants of the crown, fortunately for 
the People, however, their conftituents have not been always 
inclined to pay tliat attention to them, which to fupcrficial 
difervers they may fecin to claim. As to the ttatc paper to 
which the honourable gentleman referred, and which he faid 
waspublilhed at Hamburgh, and was induftrioufly circulated 
in this country, I have not fecn it, and therefore am not pro¬ 
perly qualified to reafon upon it. Allowing the fentiments 
cfthedirciflory, howeveivon the fubjedt of peace, to be as 
wild, fanciful, and extravagant as it is poffible for them to be, 
that is no reafon why thefe fentiments ought to deter us from 
offering terms of peace, ^'hc time in which wc live, is a 
time in which governments mutt pay foine attention to the 
the opinion, and to the fentiments of the people whom they are 
appointed to govern. Were a dif^ofitlon to peace, on the 
part of the government, difeovered to the people of tngland, 
>t would ditfufe general happinefs over the kingdom j and if 
it was made known to France, L am convinced that her con- 
c^fEons would be as ample as we' could wiOli As to the 
p^uUr opinion in this country, it has for fome been evi¬ 
dently againtt the war j and ! fay.it to the credit to minifters, 
that they have facrificcd fomething to the conttitutioij of the 

countiy 
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Country, by permitting the opinion of the people, refpetSling 
the war, to have foine weight in regulating their cohduft. If 
the demands of France'are exorbitant, let us meet them witli 
reafonahle overtures on our part, and moderation will have a 
greater efreft than the moft ftrenuous refiftance, iri rela^cing 
their exertions. I know reafonhas too little to do in the go¬ 
vernment of the world, and that juft ice and moderation muft 
often yield to power and lawlcfs might. Xhis has been un¬ 
happily exemplified in the fate of Poland. I know of examples 
of a contrary nature alfo. One of thefe w'as, when war was 
meditated againft Rulfia by England at fea, and Pruflia by 
land, which was cntirciv fubdued by realbn and moderation. 
It is therefore no light matter in national, as well as private 
concerns, to have reafon on our fide. I know, I have fome- 
limes been thought extravagant and abfurd in my .iftcrtions, 
when I contend, that honour was the only juft caufe of war j 
hut 1 ftill believe; and there has been nothing in late events 
to contradifl the opinion, that reafon and juftice in any caule 
are the moft powerful allies. If this be the cafe, let us nia- 
nifeft to France, to Europe, and to jhe world, a fpiritof mo¬ 
deration—-and let us this night addrefs his Majcfty to com¬ 
mence a negotiation with the Republic of France. I fay tbb 
Republic of France ; for there is more in names than one 
would fometimes be apt to imagine. Minifters had talked of 
the French rulers, ofperfons exercifing the government of 
Fr.ince, &c. If they were ferious in their intentions of pa¬ 
cification, they muft hold a language more explicit. They 
had fent an ambalTudor (Lord Macartney) to the Court of 
I^ouis XVIII. Could they imagine, after fuch as Infult to 
the prefent government of France, that a negotiation could 
be entered upon without a previous and dire£I acknowledge¬ 
ment ? That government had been recognized in various 
acts, both by us and our allies; in the exchange of prifon- 
ers, the releafe of the princefs royal, &c. There was no in¬ 
jury, therefore, but on the contrary much advantage to be 
derived from a more full and explicit recognition. 

At the peace of Utiecht, the negotiation and confcrencifs 
at Gurtreydenberg, were injured by Louis XIV. employing 
an embafl'ador in tlie int^reft of the Pictender, why tfioft the 
count D’Artois, however exalted his rank, fhould now be fo 
much countenanced by government, as atebaftador from an 
unfortunate-prince. Was *it not highly nccelfiiry then to 
make an explicit declaratiot), that wc are re'ally deurous of a 
fuirable and honourable peace. Let us, however, Corheto 
the point. Minifters fay all this is Very 'good, if vou lot us 
Voi. III. i7g6. K * fiO 
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doit; if. the Houfe of Commons wi)l foggcft it, it is veiy 
U'rbiig. Do they really think, that-lheie is a cabinet in Eu¬ 
rope’, or even that there is a man who reads a newfpaper, who 
fceiieves, that if the motion of my honourable friend were to 
fee carried this evening, that it was forced upon adnriniftra- 
tion t nay, would he not rather think fif in decency I may 
hie allowed to fay fo), that minifl'ers had made the Houfe of 
Commons their channel for the declaration, as the moll au¬ 
thentic they could refort to. Allowing the honourable gen¬ 
tleman all the confiderKC which he can dcfirc, as much even 
as hie honourable friend bcfiJe him ("Mr. Dundas) repofes in 
him, nothing could tend more to evince the confidence of 
the Houfe in adminiflration, than the motion that has been 
made this everting. Even if it be tire etiquette of the mj- 
niiler, th4( all declarations of this nature lhall originate in 
the CTOwn, (an etiquette which I do not underftand), I 
'would not put a dcclar'ation of the crowni in oomparifon, in 
.point of authenticity, with that which the prefent motion, if 
carried, would convey. Let him recollcdi that every mo¬ 
ment of delay is a moment of danger, and therefore let him 
not prociallinate in making the declaration. He may, per- 
haps, hav'c intended the fpeech of this evening to ferve the 
purpofe of a decl.:ration ; but he cannot but know the wide 
and unmeafureable dilFcrence between a fpeech which may, or 
may not go abr.'>ad in an accurate manner, and a refolution in- 
ferted in l?hc minutes of the Houfe of Commons. 

1 lhall not fay one w’ord on the relative fituatlon of Great 
Britain. 1 am not one of thofe who are inclined to think 
defpondently of the fituation of the country. But if any thing 
could make me defpond, it would be that fpccies of reafon- 
ing, when, after being told of the incrcafed irational debt, the 
load of taxes, and the confequent mlUry entailed upon the 
people, I am defired to look to the ruined finances of France 
for comfort, which are quickly hurrying that power to the 
precipice qT dcllruclion ; fo (hat, in proportion as the enemy 
retreats from the common abyfs which would fwallow up 
both, we are encouraged to be under no apprehenfion for ou 
own fafety. I will allow, that the French may be in greater 
diftrefs than the people of this courr.ry are at this time j but I 
mull allow, that to me it appej^s to be very poor comfort to 
the alRidted to hear, that their enemies would fall before 
them. Suppofc we were able-^p conquer the Fiench ; fup- 
' pofe we had done it, and they not only were ready to receive 
of us what form of government we pleafed, but that alfo they 
begged of us on their knees to relfure to them Louis XVIll. 

for 
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for their king,'and to beg that we {hould dictate^ to them 
what terms of peace wc pleated—‘-that would not indemnify 
us for the evils of war which \ve had brought upon ourfelves 
already, and which, if peace were to be made this hour, we 
fhall feel day after day, year after year, aye, and age after 
age, even although we fhould meet with time as profperouS 
as the heart of man could wifh* The right honourable gen¬ 
tleman, when the queftion of expence came bcioic the IJoufe, 
generally infilted on the flouriflimg ftatc of our finances. He 
had, in opening the nature of one of the taxes of the eiifu:: g 
year, and which muft be continued, dated the landed inco r.c 
of this country at 25 millions fterling ; the perpetual tdxcs 
now amounted ^fuppofing them to produce what they wc^e 
eftimated at) to 21 miflions, which, with the poor rates, 
will make a fum equal to the whole landed rental. I hougii 
I am not one of thofe, who, with a late petitioner (S\r Franc.s 
Blake), think the kivd pays ail the taxes, 1 think the weight 
of them lies upon the land, which ca/inot cxilt very c^tily 
tinder a burthen of twenty (hillings in the pound. I am told 
that things are worfe in France ; bur wni -any man bold 
enough not to wiih for peace, becauie the fin.mccK of ranee 
may .be in a ftate ftill more deranged than ours ! Rutiicr than 
continue the war for another campaig n, inJependtjK of the 
moral rcafons againft its prolongation, 1 would not give up 
our honour, our dignity, or our ]ib-^tv’, vvnich, nil i die, 1 
null, I never (hall fail to alTert, byt i would give up ail 
qucHions of prudence and accomin<*caL on, and in fai-t cvwiy 
thing (hurt of what molt nearly cone e our chara^bT. l^et 
it not be underftood, that i with foi a Junonourable peace, a 
peace on any other terms than thol ■ wijich arc worthy ot i le 
fituation and character of the coun-Ty; but liaoi fanguine 
enough to think, that even now this country may have ho¬ 
nourable terms of peace. 1 he governor^' of h ranpe dare not 
refufe any realonable terms which we may offer, or jf they do, 
others will fooii be appointed in tticir phices, vrho wnl uaie 
to accept of them. When pea^c Ihall be piopofed, however, 

I hope and trull that it will not: be propoled on the dividing 
fyftem, and that lines Rmfia has got a part of Poland, Auf- 
tna may have a (hare in iome other devoted country. rOnt ^ 
lyftem i conlidcr as iriiaiiious in itfelt, and injurious to miin- 
kind in genera], I taereforc, cannot wiili it to he cikt.u- 
ragoJ, or that this country f^ould dil'grace itfelf by leiub.ig it 
its coutitenance. i hope that the interefts of humanicy, as 

well as of kin;>s, and p.irticuUr fiaies, wiil be omfulted, and 
that peace and tranquillity will be re-eftabiiihed on the broad 

K 2 biiuS 
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bafis of juftice, in anfwer to the prayers of mankind, who 
are now fatigued with war, flaughter^ and devaftation. He 
fhould, for the reafons he had ftated, vote for the prefent 
motion, for that it.tended to ihorten the duration of war, 
whith, in tlic common opinion, was the moft difattrous that 
fsver afflifted the human race. 

The Houfe then divided. For the motion, 

jfyes - - - - 50 

JVses - - - - 


Adjourned. 


Majority - 139 


MINORITY ON THE MOTION OF MR. GREY FOR PEACE. 


Antonie, W, Lee 

Knight, K. P. 
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Pcirfc, Henry 
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plumcr, William 

C.dhoun, Wm. 

Kaud n, John 

Coke, T. W. 

Kidlry, SirM.W. 

Courtenay, John 

Rogers, Sir F, W, 

Crerpigny, T. C. 

KuBcl, Lord William 

Crewe, John 

RufTci, Lord John 

Curwen, J. C* 

Sheridan, R B. 

Fitzpatrick, Gen. 

St. John, St. A. 

Fox, Charles James 

Smith, Gei.crjl 

Francis, Phihp 

Srnith, Wi'liam 

Halhcd, N. B. 

Spcnccr, Lord Robert 

Harcourt, John 

Taricton, General 

Hare, James 

Vyncr, Robert 

Honeywood, F. 

Vyner, Robert, jun€ 

Hufley, William 

Walwyn, James 

JeyUyl, Jofsph 

^eAftin, C. C- 

Kempe, Thomas 

• Wilhraham, R* 


TELLERS. 

e 

Grej', Charles 

Whitbrcid, Samuel, j 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, February i6. 

The judges attended to give their opinion in the caufe An- 
flruther vcrjiis Anftruthcr. 

Some private bills were read; after which the Houfe ad- 
iourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, February i6. » 

The Weft India governors Indemnity Bill was read a third 
time, and palled. 

Mr. Manning moved for leave to bring in a bill for the 
purpofe of making wet docks, and a navigable canal from 
Blackwall to Wapping. Leave given. 

A perfon attended from the commiflioners of the cuftoms, 
with accounts of all the corn imported into this kingdom, on 
which a bounty is payable in confequence of the ia:e A<ft. 

Mr. Grey informed the Houfj, that Mr, Whitbread was 
confined by indifpufition, and unable to attend that day, he 
was confequcntly prevented from making his promifed mo-, 
tion for the repeal of the ftatute of Elizabeth, relative to tlie 
wages of labourers. He therefore moved to difeharge the 
order which ftood for it for that day, and faid, that Mr. 
Whitbread intended making this motion in the courfe of next 
week. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer gave notice, that, on the 
ad of March, in purfuance of the ideas he had lately thrown 
out, he would make a motion to explain and amend the pre¬ 
lent poor laws. 

CAME ACT. 

Air. Ccod’ (of Norfolk) moved for leave to bring in a bill 
to amend the Game Act. 

Mr. ^ urwm lecoiided the motion, and condemned very 
pointL'dly the hardfhips owing to it, from hindering landhold¬ 
ers from killing game on their own farms; and again, the 
opportunity it gives* to others of poaching and trefpafling 
every where with iinpiinjty. What he wifhed was, that every 
Englifliman might be enabled to kill game on his own land, 
and to prevent others toinake a trade of killing game to the 
injury ot the country.* He would, therefore, (we underftanJ) 
in the courfe of next feflion, move for a repeal of all the pre- 
fent regulations refpeiling game, except that which iinpolcs 

a 
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a duty of three guineas for a licence to kill game, which he 
believed v/as of itfclf fu/Hcicnt for its prel'srvation. 

Mr. Buxtoii agreed that the game laws tvere repugnant to 
the principles of the conftitution, and thought that their le- 
verity tended to giv’e temptation to poaching, and by thjs 
ineaiK to deprave the morals of the people. He obferved, 
that when he was lately in tlx* country he was not able to 
fleep in his own Houfe ou account of the difturbance t»f poa¬ 
chers, who came about his domain in gangs. 

The motion was thcji agreed to. 

Mr. 'Griy zfKcd the Secretary at war, whether the accounts 
of the army extraonUnarics were vet ready ? 

Secretary ai War anrwereti, that they had not yet been 
made out at the War-oJiice, and he could not fay precil'tly 
when they would be proJuced. 

■ Mr. Gre\- fnid, there was an Aci of Parliament which di- 
rc£led fuch accounts to be produced annually, and it certainly 
was the fpirit of it to prevent any delay in prtfenting' the de¬ 
tails. He afkcd this qiieftion in contemplation of a motion 
he gai'c notice that he mrended to make on Monday next, if 
that day was not orcopUti. • In confe«.|uence of the fate of 
his motion the preceding night, he entertained very liitlebope 
of the fpeedy conclufu ii of a peace, and he therefore thought 
it nccclTary to call ti'.c public attention to the unparalleled ex¬ 
pence of the war wc were to perfevere in, and to endeavour 
to afeertain the extent of the lums that had been already ex¬ 
pended. He would therefore move, on Monday next, for an 
inquiry into the general itatc of the nahuii. This motion 
would comprehend, more immediately, the internal circum- 
ftances of the country. He had no idea of returning peace; 
but whether we were to have peace or war, it was hr to in- 
veftigate the expcnces of the war, the alarming flate of 
finances; the refources and expenditure of the country. The 
fubjeCl, therefore, particularly regarded the expence of liar- 
racks, which would be iniauLeiy conhdered in this motion. • 

SCARCITY OF CORN. 

The houfe having rcfolved itfclf into a committee on the 
high price of coni. < 

Mr. l^chmcre rofe and called the attention of the com- 
inictee to a fubjtji^l the moft importaiu that could be dcbattxl ; 
So highly important, that he wilbed a fuller aitendiMice of the 
Hcuic. He could only fey, that in the unbeard-of fcarcity 
which prevailed, the interference of the legiflaturc was ren- 
,4ered abfolutely ntcefiary to prevent the gtowuig evil; before 
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the evil could, however, be prevented, it was fit to inveftigate 
the caufe. We mull, faid he, firfl find the caufc before we 
apply a remedy. What then was the caufe <)f the alarming 
fcarcity w'hich pervaded this country ? He had attended mi¬ 
nutely, in ail parts where he had been, to every circumftancc 
which could throw light on the fuhjefl’; and he -would then 
lubniit the refultofhis inqu'rit s. The grand queftion was. 
Is there, or is there not, fuch dangerous firarcity? If there 
was, what was its caufe ? If there was not, why were all the 
neceflarics of life fo dca^? The grand fource of the evil he 
took to be, the method of corifolulatir.g feveral fmaM farms 
into one large one. By this monopoly, the lower farmers 
were rendered incapable of fupporting their families, while 
the great ones could amafs large quantities of corn^ and with¬ 
hold it from market till it became dear, and till they got their 
oxvn prices. 

He had made full inquiry, and he was aware that the fcarcity 
was not fufficient to jullify the dearnefs which prevails; but 
thatthe«r/^o malj\ the root of the nnfeiuef, was the monopoly 
w'hich he lamented. To prevent this monoptdy, he (hould, 
on a future day, think it his duty*to fubmit more at large his 
humble ideas on this fubjefl ; he thought it the duty of every’ 
member in that Huufe to do fo. The fituation of the induf- * 
trious poor was worthy the niinutdl attention; and, even 
as a queftion of policy, deferved every confideration. The 
poor in diftrefs, lemote and friendlefs, had no way of utter¬ 
ing their complaints if that houfe was deaf to their cries. 
It was the undoubted duty of their reprefentatives to make 
their grievances known; they were the proper organs to 
convey to the throne the ftory of their calamities. From the 
humble vale the voice of diftrefs feldoin reached the hills 
above; tiot but our gracious fovereign had ears open, and aa 
heart ready, to relieve diftrefs, were the pifture prefented to 
his view. It was then the bounden duty of members to be 
advocates of the poor and diftrelled ; to trace the caufesi .^nd 
point out the remedies of fcarcity ; fcarcity which was not 
a£lual, but artificial; occafioned by corn-fa£tors, meal-job¬ 
bers, and monopulifts. Me had diredled all his exertions to 
this great national objvfl: he was aided, and would be fup- 
ported by friends, in profccuting the bufincfs of that Houfe. 

He confefled his exertions in ccmparilbu were weak; he 
might be dilappointcd in ^his aim and hope of furnifhing ne- 
ceilaries and comforts to the poor; of dift'ufing national blef- 
fings. He was aware his abilities were limited, but they were 
well direi^tcd; and, if he failed, it was in a laudable attempt: 

Masdi 
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Afa^nis tamfn eiccidit aujiu Mr. Lcchmcrc then faid, that he 
Could not conclutle without fubmitting his intended motion : 
“ That the chairman of the committee be to move 

the Houfe for leave to bring in a Bill to regulate the'leafing 
and letting of farms, in order to prevent the confolldation of 
fcveral fraall farms into large ones.” 

Mr. Rider faid, that he felt himfelf happy when he heard 
the honourable gentleman fay, that he did .not mean to prefs 
his refolution on the committee then, and was convinced that 
no meafure could be fraught witli more mifehievous confe- 
qucnces than that the honourable gentleman had brought for¬ 
ward. It was alw'ays fafell to allow fuch matters to be fixed 
w’ithout Icgiflative interference; and he hoped the fcntimeius 
of the Houfe on a late occalion would fhew every gentle¬ 
man how hoftile they were to any fuch regulations as the pre- 
fent. 


Mr. Buxton, in a fhort fpeech, fupported the arguments of 
Mr. Rider. He faid that the adoption of fuch a meafure as 
that recommcmied went to produce little lefs than an Agrarian 
law in this country. He wifhed to remind the honourable 
gentle.man who brought this motion forward, that a meafurt, 
in tome fort like his, had been reforted to in the reign ot 
Henry VIII. It was then cnadled, that nobody fiiould have 
more than t.vo farms j but the impolicy of this was foon dif- 
covered, and me meafure itfeif given up as a bad one. 

General M'^Ltod was againft agitating a queftion of f.ich 
national magnitude in fo thin a Houfe. The mode of confo- 
lidating linall farms into large oiiet, he much difapproved of i 
but mudi more of p.irlianientary interference. The remedy, 
he was aware, would be worfe than the difeafe. H:s idea wa=, 
'on.all fuhjeds of this nature, that every changeable pioperty 
Ihould be left to find Its own level j and that furh voluntary 
operatic^ would regulate things better than llauJards arbi- 
trarlyfikc’d that Houfe. He did not pretend to fay, that 
tile confcflidatiofi of many farms into one was not a grievance; 
bur the conltitution of this country was lacli, that arbitral y 
mcafures ihould never be reforted to, unitfs hi cafes vof ex¬ 
treme necefSiv. Such meafurcs in ^e-ieral were found la 
operate as rdtriifions on commerce rmd agri_uiti:re. That 
3 regulation to I'ome extent in favixir of thi oJtricultural pa’ t 
of the community, was w.nnted, he knew , but a iiiealure triac 
went to fuch an extent he condcnrncd. 

Mr. Leehmere ux reply Lid, he could nnt conc 'Ivc how In'; 
jjjirbpofitions could be djugcroa,-, as they only vvc;.: to rcmcf'y 
'^be fcarcity of grain. It was evident that the overgrnv.'n aiul 
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opulent farmers could notrultivate their extenfive pofLffioas 
with that minCtje attention and tnduftry which the fithatlon 
of the'required. The overgrown farmer was 
enabled to seep back his grain to advance the price; thenc- ‘ 
ceBtybf pa}dng his rent, and carrjHng on his labourj required 
the other to come to market with his produce. It was the 
duty of the Icgiflature to interfere, and prevent this enormpus 

• abufe^ at once fo oppreflive to the poor, and fo injurious to 
the public. He would even prove, that grain was exported 
from this country, rather than bring it to market at a^price 
below what the monopolifls demanded. While the abufe he 
Complained of fubfided, what frequently happened would con- • 
tinue, that the great farmer would revel in luxury and vo- 
luptuoufnefs, and the fmall one itarve with his family in a 
cottage. Thefe farms tended to depopulate the country, 
while they diminifhed the quantity of provifions. He would at- 

* tempt to deferibe the evils of the deferted village, but they 
would find in Dr. Goldfmiih a pl£lure that was realifed by 
the gloomy profpeft which many parts of the kingdom pre- 
fented. It had been faid by an honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Fox,"J whofe benevolence was as far above panegyric as bis 
talents fyared above all competition, that it would be iinjuft to 
deprive a man of the power of letting bis land as he thought 
proper, but he would maintain, that no man was entitled to 
do fur his own private advantage what was prejudicial to the 
intcreft of the community. Hi.s only object was to relieve 
the poor ; no man was ferther from the inclination to incite 
difeonteut, or promote confufion ; he wifhed to improve the 
fituation of the poor artificer, the poor labourer, and the 
poor hufbandman, in every part of bis condu£f, and every 
meafure which in his public duty he foppofted. He was an¬ 
xious that mifery and oppreifion fhould be baniihed, and that 
the pooreH man might be able to lay, “ I am an Englilhman, 

I feel the advantages of my fituation, and enjoy the bleffings 
that are annexed to that charadJer.” 

Mr. Lcchmere then conlented to withdraw his motion for 
the prefent; but fomc objedlion being ftarted, amotion was 
made to count the HoMfe, and there being only twentjr-feven 
members prefent, they of courlc adjourned. 


HOUSB'OF LORDS. 

WedNESWAV, hebrtitiry xy. 

Lord Thurlow gave his opinion on the cafe of Lindfay 
Kcnloch ; and concluded by moving, that the iaft interiocu- 

Voj.. Ill, 1796. I* tor 
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tor of the court of feflion be affirmed, all former mterlocutors 
reverfed, and the defendant atibilxicd from th^ claim.—Ad¬ 
journed, 

• * ' 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, February 17. 

Alderman Anderfon moved (br leave to bring in * Bill to 
enable the proprietors of the Million Bank todilfolve the fo- 
ciety and divide the funds. 

Mrl Charles Dundas moved for leave to bring in a Bill for 
altering and extending the line of the Kennet and Avon cana!^ 
upon which a divifiun took place. 

Nocsy JjS 

Aycsy 15 

Majorilyy 23. 

HOUSiToF I.ORDS. 

TiR'KaDAY, February iS. 

Several private Bills were received from the Commorts; 

• Counfel was heard on MuHin’s divorce Bill. 

The Earl of Lauderdale gave notice of a motion he intended 
to make on the 24th inft. refpecling the appropriation ot the 
4J percent, fund.—Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMxMONS. 

Thurfda'jy Feb. 18. 

The Exchequer Bill, the Exchequer Bills Bill, and the 
InxiTkeepers Bill, were read a third time and palTed. 

An account of the nurtiber of flaves imported, and-the vef- 
fels erojjloyed in the trade, was laid upon the table. 

MESSAGE FROM THE LORDS. 

The Speakef' informed the Houfe, that their Lordfhips had 

agreed to the Marine Mutiny Bill. 

• • 

WET DOCKS. 

Mr, Manning., purfuant to the leaVe given him, brought 
in a Bin for enabling certain merchants to build wet docks, 
wharfs, and quays, on the river Thames j and moved that it 
be read a firft time, which was iioqp. 

wiibed to know,whether the honourable pen- 
intended to move that it fliould l>e read a fecond time. 
Mr. Manning faid it was by no means his intention to pre- 
ripitate thcbufinefsj but^ on the contrary, to wait till the 

Bill 
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Bill was printe;t, and till gentlemen had ample time to give it 
a deliberate CK^mination. 

’ ' STATE t>F THE NATION. 

Mr. Grey fald, that as a buflnefs of much importance (the* 
Report of the Committee on the Loan) was to occupy the 
attention of the Houfe and moft Kkely would detain it for fomre 
time, he would beg leave to defer his motion on the ftate of the 
nation till Monday the 29th. If there was noohjeflion, he 
alfo farther wifhed that a certain number of copies of the 
papers refpedling the loan prefented by Mr. Rofe be printed, 
and that tiie broken periods in the military accounts, which 
had been promifed, fiiould be fpeedily laid before the Houfr. 

Mr. Ljffj promifed, that, in a very* few days, the accounts 
alluded to fhouid be laid on the table. 

GAME LAWS. 

Mr. Curwen faid, that he fhouid conlidcr himfeif as de¬ 
ficient in his public duty, if, after what he had (aid a few days 
ago, upon the fubject of the game laivs, he neg'ew^ud to bring 
forward dome meafure to give his profeflions efFcff, and fub** 
mit to the wifdom of the Houfe a ttAal repeal bf all thofe laws. 
He therefoie gave notice, that, on Friday the 26th, he would 
make a motion for leave to bring in. a bill to that eifeiff. 

ELECTION PETITIONS. 

Mr- Douglas rofe for the purpofe of afking leave to bring in 
a bill to enable the Houfe to enforce the attendance of its 
members on committees appointed for determining contro¬ 
verted eleilions. He faid, that though it would be necelTary 
for him to remind the Houfe of Mr. Grenville’s act, yet it 
was not a fit time to enter into an elaborate panegyric on the 
merits of that admirable inftiturion, formed' to the fame pur-i 
pofe by that ftatutc. It was fufficient limply to lav, that, after 
a fourth part of a century, it had acquired the fuiffrage of all 
people, and converted moft of tlwfc who at firft were adverfe 
to it. Of all who had paid the tribute of juft approbation to 
tliat bill, no one more admired the wiftom of its provilions 
than he did ; be was aware, neverthclcfs, that in common with 
every other human effort, it had its imperfc£lions. Its im¬ 
perfection confifled in rtie extent of its jurifdiclion, which, 
upon praiftical experiment, .was proved to be infulBcient. It 
went far, it was true; but it did not go far enough. This 
defect foon apj>eared, and other'bills were fubfequeiufy brought 
in to cure it, and extend'the jurifdiftion of the Hoofc in mat 
inftance. Aftcrr all, however, fevcral dcfciSls anil imperfec¬ 
tions remained behind. It then became the ob|b£t, and in- 

L 2 deed 
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deed the appropriate pbjcftof a inen 9 l^r^^i^T:.:GreRvil 1 e), 
fro^ hlS’ pear connexions «^ith the great bil}> 

'^^j^cavour to cure the admitted di^i^ii^'nf the exiting 
aS^'Urid^ccomplifl) what his honoiprahiftt {jpedeccflpr had in 
' fM{i feffion, therefore, that hoi)pura{i 4 e ^member pro- 

''^rttd^^fpTiyirigio > HII to tJiat effeX; l)ut it did. ■not pafs into 
Idw'.’' Ihdet^ hr did not proceed with it ; partly from the 
',COhfidemtjori that it did not meet the concurrence, of fomc 
Iwiwbersi and partly bccaufc there were other members who 
wanted to ingraft on it fome proviiions, which, rjpt harmoniz¬ 
ing .with \he Ipirlt of thc'^ bill, as originally framed by him, 
life conceived were likely to produce difficulties. The honour¬ 
able hiember was, for thefe reafons, induced to drop it. There 
'was one provifion in that bill, in approbation of which, all who 
it their confidcration concurred; a provifion formed 
'tRjit fbtnuch to create new and unknown |)owcrs in the Houfe, 


to reftore to the Houle an energy of aXion (of which ^it was 
deprived by Mr. Grenville's bill), in enforcing attendance on 
committees for determining contetfed elcXions. It was worth 
xpnhdcrax.ioa,. that, in all other cates where the Hodfe had 
„.;reafon to fortfee a likelihood of ileinler attendance on any im- 
/pprtant occaiion, they had the power of miforcttig the attend¬ 
ance of its members, by ordering a '^general call, in this'hafe 
alone the powers of the Houfe were contraXed ; and w*hat 
coa^e the nuichieffrill worfe was, that if, on the day aj^Inted 
the comiiiiltee^ a fuiticient number did not attend to make 
one, no ether proceeding could be had till that could be ac- 
, cpmpl^bcd, by which means the important bufinefs of the 
was often obifruXed from day to day for a length of 
to the extreme injury of the public. To remedy this, 
^t.j5^S;;pfOvi4e(i, by. a i^iufe in Mr. T. GreitvilJe’s hiU, that 
' ^f,t|^|ii;^Cp/aiIed .of,;a number iiifficicntiy large to aitbrd the 

49 members, the Houfeiliouid be at liberty 
ehher to the orders of the day, or to a cal! of the 
Succeeding day. Mr. Douglas fald, the bill he 
t^'/l^bring in would contain pretty nearly the fame 
f^py^oi^ tipgetber with another, which, hoped, on a re- 
xjlkpijliCril^ would be found conducive to the convenience, the 
decoriiJn, and the advantage of the Houfe, in producing a due 
aUesi^aiice,of its metniKirs pn thole occafions. It hap- 
|:wi^:thAJl tho bufinefs pf the Houfe was ribflruXed for a fort- 
tog^b^r, by the .imppffibtiUy of procuring an a'ttendance 
IpRl^rm a,committee ; during which time, not only 
^.tbe p^isf^^mefawas ataftand, but the Speaker, and other 

lieerc obliged to give frurUefS' attend¬ 
ance. 
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fit de die in WiBn to ho tffedt. The nurnbiJr qf he^ 
propofeihouW be tfitee, in order that, if it i:ook j)Uce cn^!]^rj- 
day, the Hottfe might adjourn Over to Moiiday, but,no mr- 
ther. On tlicfe grounds he moved, that leave; be given, to 
bring in a bill for the more effedfually enforcing the laws for 
determining contefted cledbons. , ,, 

Mr, Powys feconded the motion, and fald, he had laflyear 
fecQnded a motion of a fimilar tendency. The bill propoied, 
he thought, brought the matter to a fingle point, infomuch that 
all muft afTent to it. He exprefl'ed his hopes that the honour¬ 
able gentleman would perfevere in bringing the bill through; 
that he would confine it to its true object, and refift every 
attempt to ingraft foreign matter upon it. 

The motion was granted, m?n. can. 

SLAVE TRADE. . , ^ 


Mr^JViH/erforce rofe to make his promifed refpefl- 

ing tjbe abolition of, the flave trade, and fuid, that when lie 
conGdered how verj' often he had brought the fubjecl in va¬ 
rious ihapes before the Houle, and how irtany grievous dif- 
appointments he bad met with in his profecution of it, he 
could not but forefee that many would be inclined to wonder 
at his perfeverance if fuch perfons there were, whoj from 
that conception, fhould be led to indulge any-hopes that'he 
was cither difeouj-aged by w'ant of fuccefs, or baffled by oppo- 
ficion, he would advife them to undeceive themfelves-^fae 
would tell them they utterly miilook his lanper, as well'as 
the principles upon which he took the matter up;; and he 
WQuld inform all thofe who had attributed his undertaking' to 
various motives, as well thofe whofuppofed him actuated by 
an cxccfs of lenfibilitjr^and zeal, as thofe wire Gartered.their 
own refiflance of the meafurc by attributing it to l,cfs worthy 
principles, that he a£tcd purely on the Gxed and unalterable 
pcrfuafion that he was doing no Icfs than What was dud to the 
rights of human nature, .and preferibed by every honeft human 
principle, and by ever34 divine law. ' 

This qucflion, he laid, differed materially and fundament¬ 
al) vTrom all otheis, vvhiclf ever came under the cognizance 
of parliament. There were, many iqueflions of policy,'and 
even iii.portant ones, on i^hich different opinions might be 
formed upon the moft pure and diiiiiterefted pfiftdiples; on 
which the decifions, though of partial and temporary'import¬ 
ance, might yet not cut very deep in the end ; and the delay 
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9nd ruipojfion^of which might te attertdi^ With <io great dc- 
^rep oK mifery or injury : in the pr^CQC cafe:j^qwcyern error 
iB.qfiafi6n, fr delay or fuijjenfion in jproceedk^ tnufthcat- 
jef^e^y?Un ivin, beyond all calcuT^!^, to ^nh9p{>y Africa: 

tijc , Houfr fiept, the mifehiefs, .compUined ojf. werc 
gc^Jjfjg and «veiy year, nay every,, day,,, .was add¬ 
ing to the guilt of this country, and to the cal^ttjea of that. 
li:nprei(|t»d, .as he was, with the perfuahon of thofr ,horrible 
truths, he felt it to be his duty to ftrain every cSort, even to 
the.lafr nerve qf his power, to prevent a practice (o defrru.£live 
to theltuman race: fo dirgiaceiul to the chara^er of the Brl- 
tiih nation., . 

It was hardly necelTary, hcd^oped, for him to liate to the 
Houfe, that there was fomethnig very peculiar in the prefent 
as.epnn.ciSlcci with this unlorrunate fubjedt: gentlemen 
Ctwlq not but rccoilecl, that the ift January 1796, was the 
tit^e when the Houfe of Commons of Great Britain had de¬ 
clared the Have trade fijould cad. “ T'he firft of January 
is faid lie; bur, alas ?, the deteftable ttaflic 

pri^ecds wj^’undiminiihed fpirit.” Taking the iclblutions 
of that Hpafe, Ibunded up jfi ftricb inquiry, clofe examination, 
and frequent'and full diflii.'Tion, that the ftave trade thould be 
abolilhed in, January ly^Cs for hrs grounds, he flood upon a 
foundation that could not bi- fltaicen. As thofe refoluxions, 
however, would be more amply ftated from the records of the 
Houjfill'than by .him, h C W'tahiCcl the clerk of the Houfe to read 
from jhe jotnjials, the refciutions of the 2ifth April, 1792. 
(whith the clerk having accordingly done) Mr. Wiiberlorce 
prqc^ded and faid, that this then was a fadt not to be dif- 
puted; 'no mifreprefentation could effe< 5 l it: no cafulftry 
frittefc it,Swa)'. This was the fentence of the Hou-'e, formally 

^ tnore elaborate dn'euffion 
and n^frearnplc ccHifidcration than an|iqucfticn had e^cr un- 
dergorib., . It became his duty thcrefor^^ocall upon the Hou(e 
for thd'cx^ition of his fcntence; Iri doing fo, it would, be 
fup^iious to^argue, fince any eff’orfto fliakelbe weli-ground- 
ed ■rc{olptibns'"of the Houfe would be as inefthctual, as any 
attempt to convince thole, who were not already convinced, 


would be vain. • 

'I'heHolifc, in order to do ju(\ice to the queflion, fhould 
remetnber the ftate of opinion btt that occafioa. Some werb 
dirpoftrd for dn iwimediate abolittop; a large majority was iii 
favour ofa^^adiial abolition; but, however, different in opi- 
Mpil ®h tha'tfpointi all agreed in branding the traffic with every 
;^p’thet of ir.famy and reproach that ingenuity could devife to 
"denote indignation and abhorrence. 'I'liac lliouJd be ever re- 

mciubercd 
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meriibcrrd f fojp hii ^rti he^iiiever woOld forget it, from that 
ground he wcH^tfiWer ^ It wiis for'tfiis rfafdb*, fatcf 
he wbiifia ri&t irt^a recital uf the varib^ bn^RjjliifS 

and abortinatTofts, oh the proof of which the 
mons had built ,fhofe refoiutionsi he would not ^b'u^le" .t^e 
Houfe, of the fenfations of thofe who had 
a repctitibn of things at the bare thought of whifch' mF^^'own 
herfrt'fickened. Thofe mifehiefs, then felt and branded with the 


cxccratiohs of the Houfe, were ftil! goin[» forward, and would 
continue to go forward with increaied induftry, if the Houib 
did not interpofc diredlly, and take a quick decifive, andan aftive 
part.' One topic there was which threw new Pght on the 
bufinefs, and pointed out more d;flin.n!y, if pofTjble, thene- 
ceffity there wns for the Houfe, regarding its own Chara( 2 er, 
decency, and decorum, to interfere with<iuc delay: gentlemen 
would pejccivc be alluded to the prefont ftateof the Weft In¬ 
dia aftands. ' Xaft year, the ifate of that qaattCr had pointed 
oot'^hb policy of adopting Tome means for ftoppang the inftiaaic 
of A'fttk&ns into thofe tflands. If th^t motive was urgent' then 
how imacly rtiorefo was it at prefent? Did gentfethen confi- 
der what the enemy Was even at tins time doing there? Did 
thiy'ndt'knbw that the French government was aSing there 
on the decree of *794? and by emancipating, and turning 
the artrts of the negroes againft us, had got feveral of the iftands 
into therf pdleffion, and were promoted and encouraged iiftur- 
ie£tion in others ? Had the adt palTed, he contciidcd that our ene¬ 


mies would never have expencticed the ftrong ground they 
held in Guadaloiipe, Grenada, and St. Vincents. From this 
caufc the enemy were indebted for the profelytes they madc, 
who, if an abolition had taken place, would Continue af^ch^d 
to this country. How could this kingdom expedf friends'^om 
the acceflion of negroes in the Weft Indies ? Was itnOt a 
felf'-evident propofition, that the negroes lately imported vttefe 
t'afily influenced by the wide fpreading I'yUefO introduced by 
the enemy. What tie had they for attachment to the planters, 
vvhen libcrty Whs" offered them by our neighbours ? Let any 
man afk himfclf how much more likely were the new im¬ 
ported flaves to be influenced by French principles than others, 
and common fenfc muft foon fuppiy the arirwer. 

If they were not ignorant of tftj's, they had only to Compare 
and'cotribinc ft with thofe I'ald down by thofe vCry^'gentle- 
menwho w*ti!e’«^)p6nents‘f0 his plari, namely, that the newly- 
arrived Africans were the inoft difcontcnted'and dangerous of 
any. THusj' upon the arguments ufed by the adverfaries of 
the abolition, it was manik’lt that every ticfli ecquifition of 
'■ African* 
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it> negrrtes was a frefh accsiqauliitiQQ ^-of inBaixwMi^ie 
‘‘imo ihe iddiids: when tlie3r.ftw qf»t going for- 
. _ Witib others under the machinlifiais c^(#m OAeR>y> >^43 

it%*M'hoped that they would not Itaa^l their ,8id; ^d 
i^lPtupOn thoufands joining in the caWe, beccMfljc qwteirre- 
Eiow*intich lefs danger would there not be of pur 
ptiSeffions there, if the hundred and thoufand wretched 
Africans, which h^ve been imported within the ia(( four yeats$ 
had not been added to the body of thofe the mod dangeious 
of alf the negroes. What was it then, Icfs than i(tfatM4* 
don of the mod extravagant kind to continue the trade under 
fuch menacing circumdances. Ifgentlemen felt no itnpulfe dom 
the principles of judice and common humanity, they Ihould 
Rt lead hearken to the dictates of policy and common fenfe, 
ai^ give to felt intereft what they might be difpofcd to rvfafe to 
kbe cdlis of companion, judicc and virtae. 

^ Mr. Witbertorc declared, that, if he had not already bad 
too much experience of it, he could not believe that there was 
any one who cbuld redd the conviSion which mud nejceduily 
arife in every unbiaded mihd upon the fubjedt. Thofe, however, 
who argued that there were not n^oes enough in the iilands 
to make up a fudicient dock, would furdy be from ibis ino> 
ment deprived of that argument, fince many more had been 
introduced fubrequtnt to that argument being urged, than tlie 
number thofe gentlemen had fpecihed. Formerly, it was an ar¬ 
gument of objection that the number of flares in the Wed Indies 
was not immenfe enough to execute any powerful adt of rebel¬ 
lion, hut when we recolledi that fince thofe arguments were ufed, 
there has been a continual influx, a progreffive augmenta- 
tidn; that argument of fafety is weakened and diminifbcd. 
Ahdther argument alfo was, that by enfranemfing the flaves, 
we ihould let them loofe upon fociety, and by thofe means 
eRcite anarchy and confullon. He mod carncdly enjoined 
the Houfe, however, not to fufFer fuch an argument to pre¬ 
vail a moment i nor to let our enemies afieit that vie fupprefs 
liberty, in every fhape, while we pretend to cherifh it, but 
to drew an admiring and applauding world, that we do really 
furcour lifaert}'. While we reprefs •licennoufnefs. Jblfc may 
it be faid, that we not only refufp liberty to one defenpuan of 
perfons, but to all. £lfe may it he iaij, for he would f^k 
plainly on this fubjeiff, becduilehc felt it, that tu this fiec and 
gentrom* nation, a fyilem of wickednefe and cruelty is iuppoitcd 
Houfe of Commonsi . 

Mr. Wilberforce faid, there was another confideration which 
^'^he felt ftrongiy: and in Hating this, he had to addreis htmfelf 

to 
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to a particular’clafs* namely^ Vllidfe' wtb’aaff'e^ with him iii 
refiffiwg *tne diarchy and petijtcioitft <tf;JnnoYation which 
a neighhtHiring tiiH}(ltry'iM>eronly groaned beneath^ but.eadea^ 
vonred inkt'^ political bqdi«a> ai^jCopiUf 

tut?on$ df Eut^^> ' Tfarfe, in the moft patbetic^i}4 .in^r^i^<* 
in^ maVtbfery'Tie eonjtired and implored to givetbck hearts, 
underftandbig full icope of a£iion i while tbe)f-hei them.hdvi^ 
to reprCfi! the'hoflile attacks of an bofttJe, enfrenzted^ 
nar^ 'tribe upon human happlnefej to join him iit'vindieacing 
the ihjured rights of human nature: and while they united in 
repreffing ItCehtioufnefs, to demonftrate that they rel^iied 
the divine and immutable laws of truth and jufticc, by main'- 
taining the caufe of rational liberty: to this clafs^ of gentle¬ 
men eatneftly appealed: becaufe, if any were more par¬ 
ticularly called upon than others to concur with him, it was' 
thofe. It was not however any llngle clafs of nien,Jb^t 
all who were men, Whofe duty it was to ftretch forth ;he 
hand of relief to their fellow-creatures, prolirated beneaj^. the 
feet of oppreflion, and fmarting from the, fcourge of fc)f-in- 
terCfltd improbityi and thereby.,maintain, iths lH>nour of that 
Houfe, retrieve the charax&r of* the aatipn, and ftorc up 
an inexhauflible unperiihable treafure in their own bofonis. 
B« if there were any* who, rendered infenfible by habit ito 
the deiilands of humani^, could look with indifference on 
Afch 4 ’traffic, let them*sfk themfelves, if, they never before 
bad heard of andr were told that a fyftem fo execrate^ as 
that had been by the Houie, and by the loud voice of the.na¬ 
tion; a fyllem fo repugnant to every human feeling,, and fo 
conrradidtory to every divine law, had been encouraged by 
the Houfe of Commons, what opinion nauft they form of foat 
Houfe ? Shall it be (aid, that thofe who rpread-confufion^tiirough 
Europe, {hall be merciful alone, in that point whi^.ytrearc 
deficient? Shall it be faid, that they pqur, bidm Jtito fhe 
wounds of the Africans, whom we foourge and tor¬ 
ment ? He was convinced, that neither .policy nor intereft 
jufoified any fuch meafure, if any fuch meafure, was ju/lifkble ; 
and fore he was, there was no man bold enough to advance, 
thatfany interefi was a fufficient aptology for the continuance 
of fuch a fyfiem of barbarity and wickednefs. If fomp foture 
hiftorian, deferibing the politics -of thofe hereafter (when.the 
nmfives which influence our adlions whether good or bad, 
fiiall be lo(f in length of ijkne, apd beburfod with us .in our 
graves,) {hoold fity, that in Fmnee, there arofe a,_ fet of foen, 
who difclaiming all laws human and divine,. iat^ijficsd every 
thing to get power, and, having got, to letain itj trampled 
' V.ol. 111. 1796 . A1 upon 


4 
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ppoo thp rightit of nuuikui^ ftrudc «: dtkdiy Mow i(r tiiat 
ttrft ^burce a bMoaan -cionTolation; jrttUgioi«,j«iid csh'ied ddfo!a-< 
tiMi wWever they fet their/gob^ the owirikiNs Of that hrfto- 
laittff be ffyerc indeed. But that ano- 

Aei|;b^'ot|ring naticuH pro^iimg^>lttehl in' the oaufe of re^ 
ori) lifting of its laws, its cooftittMion^ »aiil ks freedom, 
'' $. petw tfi^ng of intereftjr or rather dor vtihi, bearing 

. ^Ji^OUs fom gf it^reil, viohitnl the fMt and aioft prr» 
cboOa rights of mankind, and continued in the <^ien and le-* 
ghBaed exercife gf i^’^t^atic cruelty and wiclaedneA, orbat 
chnclidioO coul4 he draifr, but that their religion was only 
an hy^etitlcal veil to their vices, and their bbaflfed liberty 
nehner more nor left than the eacluitvc power of aflidlng 
and'oppreifiag their fdlow.craturer> Pure religion^ and 'ge^ 
odUie mhrality, he muft neceilanly lay, were fkaag/us to> 

'^Alter havinfe prffled thefe various topics on the Hgu^ with 
jredof reaigniiig not to be mcounteredt be exhorted them,, 
if mil'moft pathetic language, to conjlider what aa imporHtot 
lueRlon ihi^y b^ to decide upon $ and m tb^ npoii 

In^ ^eni or 4u|ent)(, the fate, nay, the .wridenee of RiUKan* 
ofmtiir feBoW'-i^reatures depended* He implored dwm, there-* 
fore,^t to refill obyious and jud doims by vague dechinWions ^ 
if they faw any harm in the meafure, to fbte it fpeoifichl- 
ohat it waf. ^ nd, finally, as they bad'ih^firlves, 

>od full examination and difeuduan, pronounced -d 
^uita^e fentegee, be called upon them Co give it 
an^carry it into immediate exocution^«~To which end> 
** That leave be give* fo bring in a biU for the 
the Save tra^, in a time to be limited for thslt 
ind that a committee be appmnted to consider the 

i** ‘ 

ia^ Uigugh he always admired the eIo» 
qiMHCe or nie hjmmtrable g^eman, and though he gave hii» 

ais intentions, yet when he confined the 
of die West India Iflaods, he could neither 


bittii 


lyj'ahd fay u 
updh’ mi 




force. the, truth of thif afiertjon, he appealed to minifi* 
terrj antd thought it rather fevere, that their |wo* 

perw IhoDl^^b^ forked for by the adoption of the 

jaeiro t ipotioq! 

Th^ Idfo propolitioas in his mind infiirinminthMe<-M 
ibe itiepegt^ni^f ^ the meaiurev and cl^ tune for carrying it 

into 
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into QRectttion. In th« 'wat^ <703» ^ was 4ecii!^l^ 
in favour of^ ^adiud abMRlon ; thfi Aountr/ 

in peaoe^^hey aU dong emoftaintd this insatiable idea 
the war hr(^ Oi4i» it«<t(iftreq(ienc«s tbat^weit owing po 4 
induced them ^ be of the ihm« opinion. If'ihi^ qrs <^9Hl 
derpd the ditferent conqiiextons of the tinsel; if we todjtaim^ 
the prefent with the paA, it muft^ he conceited, bd 
that no time codd be more unfit for Cimiing tp a 
of total and ioimediate abdition than the preiMit. i he hPO* 
ountble gentleman had looked at the Weft India rHandlk 
concluded that the circumftances exiftiqg there juftifiecfnich 
a meafure. He was of a very dtiierent opinion. The pro- 
gre&<d the French manMtrs there would (hew, diat it was 
jiec^ary to oppde thent, tofave our pofieffions in that coun¬ 
try.' lately tte planters had embodied five or fix regiments 
of flaves in thefervice of his Majefty^ in the idea that black 
men were better edeuiaeed for the climate; and we ought 
rather toondeavour to nioreafe the population, fince it atd^d 
so our de^cc, than deprefi* it by fti»piiig the iipPQltadioAO^ 
negroe»<iii the Weft India iflands, at (Itch a ibaibn of c^a<|nifyfi 
Theddiuiftlon introdoced hy the hodourabtd‘genele[man might. 
have IQw^h ott ^he flutes In the militia, and on the other 
flaVes, m generah Aiat they Would mm againft their maflers. 
and the pmfhCes tnttulcated by Jacobin principles, j^nd 
the dcdisnrof the Rights Of Man. W ith to the copr 
merce icfelf in jflfriea, ehere was lefs cruelty in ijt than peirhaps 
gentlemen gave tbei^lves •time to confider. It engaged the 
attention of the petty princes, and prevented their tltriUfig 
it to mutual ware and mailacres. He woidd not trouble tjht 
Houfe with any obfervations on the meliorared tre^tmept-pf, 
the flaves in the middle paifage, as all the advantagm.^l’**! 
jiilhed them on bonrd wcie well known both in diatHpu(q 
and out of it; as he was coiuinced of the Imppllc^ of i^uch 
a meafure, he (hould deem at his duty to coiibhide Waiving 
his negative to the tnotion, and moving the order of ^c 

The queftton hpiog.put, 

Sjf friitifim t^gan with oblerving, (hat ihe ho^Qur^ 
able gOHtlcman who -brought forward the motion had caflefl 
upon every gentleman, who rofe to oppofe him, to come foe- 
ward,-in adair and manly way, with argument which he^ro- 
j>ored(^ do i although he prcrfeired he had not muqb ^ 
.anfwer. .With regard to the.varions times the qqeftion 
agitated, the Houte were decidedly againft any fuefi m,entire,* 
He remembwMhi it was fl> in the year i ; and (wo years 
alter, tw wieU /emenberei, that after givnig thfl fubjefl sol the 

M 2 atteiuion 
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attention poifiblc on one nigkt, there was ah adjqumcd, debate, 
altd lhb Majority of the Houfe negatived the motion, Iti the 
ySat lypa he went to the Weft In^^, to inveftigatc the con- 

the jdanrers to the flaves. found the treatment of 
the planters was highly benevolent* said proper. He came 
hbme writh this iinpre/fion on his mind, an imprelTion made 
fty ‘ Oblervation and experience i and he was aware that no 
^^ngc took place to render the condition of the flaves worfe. 
'Hfe had brought a body of evidence to eftablifh the benevo- 
^ence of the planters j and if the right honourable gentleman 
etld jfiftice to their chara(5ier, that was not a partial canfidcra- 
tlon. The Houfe of Comm.or.s wcic judges of their duty, as 
well as dieir and in neither cafe could they come to 

the objedt of the motion. . I'he Houle, he was well aware, 
bad been much taken by furprize in this buhnefs. He w-ns, 
however, able tofhew, by a letter he had in his hand, the fo- 
fteltations and undue influence that had been made, to make a 
bad Impreilion on the minds of gentlemen. It was well 
known there were places called rotten boroughs, where cne 
■perfbnage or family lent, by their foie pationagv, members lo 
that-Houfe; it was ah'o known, that there were other corpo- 
rarionc, where only about twelve perfons had all the political 
intetelV. It haii oeen the cuftom to fend a circular letter (a 
copy of which he then hdu m his hand) to the patrons of bo¬ 
roughs, to trv to prejudic;.- their minds, againft the flave trade; 
arid to corporarioa-, w.heie u few ciectors returned members, 
to j|ain over tlie majority, to ihftrudt their members to vote 
for Ks abolition. '1V* counties and places where election was 
mbre general, and in the hands of many, this circular letter 
' was fenr, to leading chaiactcr>, to influence the multitude, and 

* induce them to petition ag.-.inft the trade. [ Here Sir William 
Young read the letter ligiicd 'I. Clarkfon, w'hich was dated 
'the fourteenth of Felwruary, 1796, after Mr. Wilbcrforce h'-id 
^yen notice ot the motion then before the Houfe. J Such 
were the fteps taken by the committees for the abolition cf the 
flSve trade, to make the members of that Houfe act inconfift- 

* rntlY with their duty and confcience. What he offered to the 
ccnm^racion of the Houfe, Sir William declared, was not 

his own opinion, or what ho colleiSted from pcrfonal 
experience.— He was confirmed in it by the authority of an 
iqtelligeitt writer, Air.. Bryan Edwaiiis, the hiftorian of the 
Weftindics, who declared to -him, that he confidcred the dif- 
ttnhaneds m St. Domingo as originating in the committees 
here, Whofe ;proceeding$ had the appearance of taking the 
part oftlje flayes againft their mafters. Nothing, he was per- 

fuaded 
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fuaded, could tendmore to render the negroes on the plantations 
difconitented, than an afiurance that their labours werenotsto 
be alleviated by the arrival of additional aiTiftance. He gav« 
Mr. Wilbcrforce every credit for his humanity and integrity, 
bur, in the prefent inftance, he conceived he was led away by 
modern theories and canting hypocrites in religion. 

In the prefent day, there was a fyftem of morality and loofe 
ethics, unknown in the worft of times, diftufed.—In the w»rft 
days of the jefuits, it never v.’as adopted, as a moral obligation, 
to puiTue good ends by bad means. Such, however, was the 
theory fet afloat in thele times, to the injury of property and 
morality. He appealed to the honourable gentleman 
whether he thought this a proper period for carrying fuch a 
nicafure. It was, he was convinced, the very reverfe. The 
alfaclimei'it of the flaves, in the liland of St. Vincent’s, was 
fuch to their mailers, that n:>tw'ithflanding all the power of 
Victor Hughes, on the ayth of Movember, when the laft 
difpatchcs came away, we had not loft one inch of territory 
theie. 

There were in the ifland 1200 flaves, beaded and officered 
by our own countrymen and relations, fighting for us without 
pay, and only furnilhed with clothing and arms, fixty of vvhich. 
Sir William laid, belonged to him. Their loyalty and at¬ 
tachment was fuch as to entitle them to emancipation, if they 
wiflted it i but if they were emancipated, they mull: leave their 
cottages, and their mailers, when no farther fiipply of flaves 
would be imported from Africa, lie had, he liiid, lately re¬ 
ceived a letter from a clergyman, (the Rev. Mr. Giiion), 
whom he ient out, and who had fettled there, which ilated, 
that ill a late .attack of the Charibs, (the battle of Gloucefter- 
Hill), the Wlsites fled; but the negroes declared, they would 
fooner be cut to pieces th-in abandon their mailers j and they 
had cullccled among them 200 joes, equal to 400I. aiid gave 
it to the Cbaribs to lave tiKnr mailers works. But after 
Victor Hughes received it, he deflroyed the plantations, and 
lopped ofi' the limbs of the flaves for not joining him. 

'rhe attachment of flaves to their mailers was well known 
to be confiderablc; and before the honourable gentleman had 
made hi.s motion for abnlilhing the Have trade, he ought to 
have read an hiftory lately publilhed, of the Hate of the trade 
on the coaft of Africa. le that book he would read, that the 
Rjtivc.s cfc.apcd the wars and cruelty of their petty princes, by 
being fold to the Well India planter; as it was Ilated, the 
King of Dahorncy, whb fold his prifoners to the Earqjeans, 
if he could not dilpofe of them, had declared his refolution to 

. ' put 
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put thirn ta death. He had avoided arguing the fubjedl in a 
jreat political view, but had cnerdy coditdered it on thef fcorc 
bOnSanity; and in neither the Weil India iflands, nor on 
thb coafts of Africa, would the fiumion of the Have he bet- 
fdfed ;' on the contrary, the planter w^uld he ruined in his pro- 
pieHjf, and th^ country much injured. 4 n'iit 6 eoiiunerce. Thefe 
ctreumfitaHces, wkh a variety tf others which Sir William 
Actioned, had} he faid, induced him (o jjive his decided ne-o 
giitive to the motion. 

Mr. Buxton begged leave to trouble cbc Houfc with a few 
words. An honourable gentleman oppofite (Gen. Tarleton) 
fetd oV^efed to the motion, on account of tlie unfitnefs of the 
he differed from him fo far as to tbinlc, that this was 
not only the time for abolition to take place, but that it 
would have been better, if it had taken place fome time aghr 
llis idea was, that by the frefh fupply of fiaves we bad throwrt 
inhO the Well India idands, we had blown them up, and if 
«s>ce an opinion were to be received there, that we did not 
sAcan to give thcin a fpeedy emancipation, he feared the 
wbeleof our Colonies would be loll for ever. He had never 
Itezrd cf Mr. Clarkfon’s letter before, tteveithelefsj he 
thought that Mr. Clarkfonhad a^ed like an boncA man, and 
it was the part of the conlKttiems firft to apply to the mcm.. 
bers, and inffrudt them in thmr proceedings, andthorfit wai 
the'part of the reprefentatives lo cxercife their own jodgmenC' 
and a£t upon it. The conduct of the Committees appeared to 
him, to have been pcrfctftly confiilent and confhtutional j he 
bop^-’Conflituents would always continue to inftrudl their 
repreientatives. For his own part, he had uniformly been de¬ 
cided upon’ the abolition, and could he, as an EngHfhman}' 
do htberwife ? Poflefling liberty and the Rights of Man, for 
every dndn has his rights till he has been bafe or unfortunate 
cnotijgh t» hde them, be wifhed to fee others enjoy the fumt 
bleffitig% and on that principle fupporteJ the motion. 

Mt}‘Qakrte»aj faid, the honourable baronet had very inge- 
eiiouftjl^tfd^ablV lifted the refolutiun of the king of Dahomey, 
infteadtifiellinghis ftaves, if he had not a market for them, 
to to death ; and all this he did with as much pre- 

cifioh 'and' confidence, as if he had been the king of Daho¬ 
mey’s -prime miidfter. On a former oOcafion, an hcjnourable 
gendemart^who ^ prefent prefides ^t the India Houfc (Sir 
StcphertL hfhwg^}, fpoke of the fame king of Dahomey, 
and 'htfih'fhed iiBe Committee, that,he frequently cut ofi* the 
beadi df^a^eat number of his peopleas.a facrifice to his an- 
cefto^^'andthat Ais c'qt^g.dff his fubje^S^ heads im«le no re- 
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volt i no revolt whatever j but on the contrary, his futgcds 
remaitkd more attached to him, looked on him as the fathey 
of hf.-. people^ and ftrove Who firft fhould have their heads cut 
off as a t jken of refpe£kto his anccAors And furthermore 
it appealcdi that tbepc Were f ime republican ftates, 
neighbourhood of this humane king of Dahomey, wH^e tho 
people’s heads were not cutoff^ and the loyal fubje£is of this 
gracious king, held them in utter dfteftation arid abhorrence 
becaufe they had no glorious and heroic princes like theirs* 
Tilts anecdote the honourable gentleman who, wit^ fiF 
much humanity had brought forward the motion, mud have 
remembered, and therefore, perhaps, it was not right in him 
to introduce it. 

The honourable baronet to fuppnrt his argument, had alfa 
deferibed the wonderful atrachin nt tif the negroes to their 
mailers. It 3ppcar9d that thcic negr ' without pay, an 4 
with, nothing allowed them but arms ui J cloathing, very gc- 
nerouily fubferibed four hurnired pounds, to preierve their 
mailers property from Land Carracks, but the Carracks be- 
havtfd twacherouily like fome of our allies, and after they 
had pocketed the money, refufed to a£l as they had promifed. 
The honourable baronet did not mention whether the plan- 
ters reimburfed the fame, doubtlefs they did ; there could be 
noqueilton upon that point. Such men of noted benevolence 
and humanity, certainly mud have reimburfed them, though 
the honourable baronet, unfortunarely, in his hurry tocomcau'^ 
r.icateall he knew, forgot to mention it. 

The honourable baronet alluded to the methodids .as the 
authors and abettors of the motion, who, ailing upon abf^fdl 
notions like the Rights of Man, introduced doiirines injuri¬ 
ous, as he dated, to fociety. It fo happened, however, tluc 
the objedl of the prefent motion was founded in praclicat hu¬ 
manity, a fydem of ethics, neithet originating in enthufiafoix 
nor formed by a methodiflical fpirit. An enthudadic and.me- 
thodiftical fpirit generally confids in wild and theoretic cant 
and praying, which coft nothing but breath, and reqpireF 
little exertion. The theoretic fydem, therefore, is that, by 
which thofe ail who oppofe the motion, wiiereas the pr^e, 
vigilant, and univerfal fpiVit of benevolence which induences 
to happinefs and good, is that which animates thofe ‘wha 
fupport it. The objedl of the honourable gentleman w'ho 
brought forward the motion^ Was to rcleafe a wretched, herd- 
of men from ilavery, to'Yaife them to fociety, to enlarge 
their minds, increafe their enjoyments, and extend their uie. 
Unfortunately, there was a in^icious narrow-minded fenti- 

ment 
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ment to con ntera£l this, and this msan, itifidious, artful fpirit 
of gain and perfecution, has been found to rcGdc in men of 
Wgh birth and Nation, and even in fome of the clergy, who, 
ip direct difobedience to the precepts of their midion, have 
iabtjlprecl to traduce and pervert the feriptures to their fo- 
phiiiry, and hurled forth their anathemas againft thofe who 
dared to controvert them. Thefc fanatics have prefumed to 
fay, that becaulc Cain fcurthered his brother Abel, fome 
five pr fix thoufand years .ago, the negroes arc doomed to 
eternal bondage, ignominy, and degradation, and are {lamp¬ 
ed with the foal of "the Etetnal’s vengeance. They have been 
impiouHy bolder yet, dared to threaten future punilhinents 
agalnA all who endeavour to exalt thefe unhappy creatures 
into man, as contradidtory to the degrees <*f the OmnijK>tenr, 
malting every benevolent and focial acl, like the bill for na¬ 
turalizing the Jcws,ofienfivc to the end of time, as repugnan' 
to the immutable decrees of Providence. Another argument 
which is ufed againft the abolition is, that the negroes will 
fiarve, imlels frefh llavcs arc imported to work for them, (a 
cry of A/cy ««.) r declare, continued Mr. Courtenay, that I 
underflood it fo, and marty other gentlemen near me did the 
func. The way in which it was generally underftood was—^ 
how are they to live unitfs others fupply their place j or elfc, 
wlto will take care of their cottages and gardens f Such another 
flimfy argument v/as that which ftated that the Negroes were 
better ufed to the climate than Europeans, and tliLTcfoVe they 
ought to be imported. Unfortunate, indeed, was it for thefe 
miferable beings, that becaufc they were born under the tro¬ 
pics, they mull be torn from,their iicareft and cearcfl friends 
and relations, and drudge through a life offlavery, beneath a 
torrid zone, when, if they had chant ed to fpring to birth in a 
' northern clime,'they would have cicaped it all. He Ihould 
«(pe^ foot! to hear it argued by fome member of the Royal 
Society, or other adept in philcfophy, that keeping the Negroes 
in Qavery, was ablblutely neceflary in the West Indies ; inaf- 
much as we all know that in black there is an ablbrption of 
the fun’s rays, and the heat is Icfs, and by parity of reafon- 
ing, the increafed number of blacks would abforb the rays, and 
make the atroofphere more mild, while the whites, if they in- 
creafe there, would refledl the beaj^is and fcorch up all the fi uits 
like hurning-glaflcs. When people refort to I'uch wretched 
expedients, he thought the argi^racnt would be better given 
up, and he advifed them to give up the climate arid the black 
fkves too.v One argument ufed was, that the Negroes were 
happy for four years in their purfuits, and now the lioufe was 

allured 
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alTurecl that it v,'as expedient to fupply the colonics for the 
purpole of recruiting the armies, becaufe of the great mo^- 
lity that prevailed among the troops. The religion, the logic, 
and the morality of the fupporters of this diabolical traffic, 
were equally confident and praifeworthy. He was glad, how¬ 
ever, that they were reduced to fuch expedients, becaufe they 
were calculated to make but little impreffion, and he did not 
hefitate to pronounce that the vote of that night would decide 
the queftion. 

The honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilberforce) had truly 
aficed, what would hiftorians fay, of the deprecations pf this 
country upon the enormities in France, when (he herfelf is 
guilty of every crime that (hocks humanity ; and he might 
have carried the comparifon farther, and made the contrail: 
ftill ftronger, for if the French in their renunciation of the 
doctrines of retribution, in their renunciation of religion and 
eternal jufticc, have liberated tbeij (laves, what can all our 
profelfions of religion, honour, liberty, and humanity be, but 
the noify cant of hvpocrify, while we fubjecl fo many fellov/- 
creaturcb to uncontroulabie caprice, to banifhment, to flavery, 
and forro,w? We can neither have a regard for religicn, hu¬ 
manity, nor poderity ; we muft be* mfenfibis of (hamc, biii'.d 
to the honour and intereO- of our country, and content Cv> 
ftigmatizc ourfelvcs eternally, as hypocrites and reprobates.— 
Lately' only were too (lave (hip^ intercepted by the enemy, and 
carried to Auxeayes, where the (laves were iibciated, and they' 
will (hew their gratitude. 

It i.s impoifiblc that this inhuinan traiTiccan goon without 
the total lofs of our Weft India illands. \V^liac had begQ fnii 
in the courfe of the evening —That the condition of the 
(laves, both on the coaft of Africa and on board the vefiels, 
had been meliorated. But how did that happen? Was it 
not one of the blcftbd confequencos of the regulations propofed 
by the honourable gentleman ? Yet even then it was faid, 
“What! impofe regulations? You might as well dedrpy 
the trade at once.” All that, however, had been done, and 
they had nothing to complain of; and fo it would be hereafter. 
He hoped the Houfe had heard fuch futile and contradictory 
arguments too olten, to be any longer deceived by* them, and 
he furthermore iioptJ, that they would not be perpetually 
founding the wcrd-> moriWitv, chriftianitv, and revealed re¬ 
ligion, without t^ivint' one example of the doctrines they in¬ 
culcate. - - . 

Sir U^iUidft To:/rr explained. 

V'c!. IK, 1796. X 'Mr. 
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Mr. Jtnii^Jan faid, that in the prefcnt ftate of our national 
concerns, he cobid not but deprecate a motion of this nature. 
He was apprebenfive that its tendenc^r would be to lead the 
Negroes into an idea that the Houfe of Cunmiuns was about 
to take op, what they fuppofed to be, their caufe, in oppofitioii 
to their matters. The eftedl of fuch an opinion, when en¬ 
tertained by them. Would be to deftroy all fubordination, and 
to endanger the prcfcot ttate of the Weft India ifland?. Ho 
was free to conl'cCs, that, in his opinion, the danger of agitating 
fuch a topic, was infinitely greater at the prefent, than it 
would have been in former times} in proportion as the French 
principles of equality prevailed, in the fame ratio was the 
danger increaftd of an infurreftion among our Weft India 
negroes. A country might be in that uncivilized ftate, (as 
perhaps was the cafe in fome parts of Poland and Ruffia,) 
that but little comparative rilk attached to the dtfeuffion of 
fuch a fubicil; but in the Well India iflands, the people of 
colour in particular, from their increafed lources of intelli- 
«ence, had it much in their power to influence the untutored 
minds of the .African negroes. He therefore confidered the 
danger of infurrcdlion from the flaves newly imported, to be 
far left than that which would arife, were an aft of the Britilh 
leoiflatuie to be confidcred by them as holding out an idea of 
fiqqiort againft their mafters. When to this he added the 
prelent convulfed ftate of the iflands, arifing from the war, 
Mr. Jenkinfon faid, fie could not but anxioufly wilh that this 
qtielUon were, at leaft, poltponcd till the reftoration of peace. 
_fend it a fpeedy and profperous conclufioii ! He de¬ 
clared he was not one of thole who were fond of a rafh, hafty, 
or violent abolition of what cuftom had long eftablilhcd, and 
which had become thereby incorp orated with our habits and 
our prejudices, and as it were inherent in the whole fyftem of 
theconimcfce and jurifprudence of a country. He thought, 
that when the bleflings of peace came, fome mcafure might bo 
adt^ed for the relief of the negroes, with perfeft fafety ; till 
then, he wiftied the funjeft under difcuflion to be perfectly 
buried in oblivion. Had the honourable gentleman attempted 
iefs, perhaiis.be might have accomplilhed more; but in his 
opinion, no good confequcnccs cou!^ arife from the prefcnt 
motion, comparative with the evils it would probably pro- 

j CP ^ 

Tht OjanctUtr 6 f the Exchequer that on afubjeft which 

hadbeeo fo often and fo elaborately debated in that Houi'e, it 
not.to be expefted that any arguments or obfervations 
’ be adduced which had great novelty to recommend 

them 
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them. When, however, he confidered the vaft iroportanrt 
of the object, he could not fora moment admit that any 
hlecafeof circumftanees, any queftion of expediency or of lo¬ 
cal difficulties (hould impede the difeuffion. For his own part, 
he wiflied 10 enforce it, bccaufe he ftill adhered to that opinion 
which the lioufe had already pafTed upon the fubje£t; and he 
fhould coni'.dcr hiiufclf as doing injuftice to thofc principles, 
which governed his mtnd and conduct, Were he to wave theiti 
upon any infuior co.indcracion. it was im|K>ffible for ithofe 
who fell as he did to adnne any arji;umcnt of expediency or 
pica of circninftances to influence their determination 

upon the queftion of the immednitc alvilirion, an idea which, 
to the utmoll of his power, he was rcfolved to enluitc. But 
while they would do injutlice to their principles to compro- 
mife this grand object, it was fair to allow their tullefl forte 
to the objcdlions ul thole who dillent from the prefent motion 
in the utmost extent of its principle. 'J'hc honourable gen¬ 
tleman who (poke laft, had declared himfclf averle to a hafty 
abolition of the Have trade. He aftonifhed at fuch a 
declaration. After a ftrenuous and decided oppofition on the 
part of fome, and after the convidion many of the ori¬ 
ginal enemies ol the mciilujc was eft'eded by the powerful tvi- 
dence that had been adduced, t!ie Houfe four years ago came 
TO the rcfolution that at the prelbnr lime it fhouid ccafc. The 
Houfe, upon the idea that it was improper to enforce a preci¬ 
pitate akuliuon, had allowed this intcival to prepare j;radually 
for a coucluhon. 1 lie dellined peiiod had elapicd, and dur- 
iiv> the eburfe of if, the traffic had hcen earned on to a greater 
extent than at any former time, it was therefore propofed to 
carry that refoluHon into cfTett. He could notfor thefe reirfons 
diicuvn how ihc aryuiu nt oi the lionnurablc gentleman could 
under fuch circuniftanc l'S be advanced. 

1 he queftion, thrrciorc, which was then before the Houfe, 
was whether ir would agree to do that at laft, which it had 
pledged It lolf to the world, to perform four vears before ? 
'Fhe only argument which he felt of weight fufficient to corn- 
bar, was one, winch was rivetted by the force of prejudice. 
It was faid the prejudices which had been formed by habit and 
t uftom in favour of the traded were not to be removed, hence 
the argument of thofe, who, though, they were driven, from 
the force of conviaion, to abjure the traffic of flavory, yet 
they were brought to acquiefee in its continuance, from the 
idea, that more pratStical mifchict would be done from its abo¬ 
lition, than any advantages which could accrue from fuch a 
meafurc. He would inlift on it, that it was dangcunis to allow 
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their burdens wbuld be Increafed, and they would Jofe tbofe 
efforts they enjoyed^ they wouJd.^iwlQubtedly find themi- 
by this meaiure, exalted in w ran^ of human beings, 
iHT ah attachment to this country, as a retribution of %X2.*- 
for the concern manifefted towards the improvement of 
theit condition. . Such were his ideas on this important fub> 
fo nearly Conneffed with the chara^W of the nation and 
thfd caufe of mankind. Such were his reafons for decidedly 
and > diftindlly fupporting the motion of his honourable friend. 

Richard Hill faid, he perfectly remembered that when 
n fimihr motion was firft brought Forward, a right honourable 
gentleman (Mr. Fox) obfeived, that it was a conteft betweCin ‘ 
humanity on the oiie hand and felf-interefl po the other. S'ir 
Richard was then nearly of the fame opinion i hut he was 
jKnd convinced, from the beff information, that humanity and 
fidf'intereft were at Aich perfe<a harmony, that he had juft 
befbre told fome refpcfSIjble friends of his among the planters, 
that hfe was going down to the Houfe to give them a vote for 
the’abolition of the Have trade, and he was certain that a very 
ihort period would coiiviiice thdm that principles of liberty, 
Jove, and gratitude would operate to produce obedience init^ 
nitely more than flavery, force, and compulfion. There was 
' not a Angle flave in all Pennfylvania ; yet there we neither 
heard of murmurs nor infurredlions. It was eafy to throw 
out bugbear names agaiuft pertbns who refpedlea religion, 
but it was paying a high compliment indeed to meth^ifm 
and enthuftafm, to fuppofe none were friends .to humanity but 
methodifts and enthufiafls. He never heard that the right 
ilionourable gentleman oppofitc to him (Mr. Fox) was looked 
<cm as a methodift, yet he believed him to be a man of real 
philanthropy, gcnerofity, and liberality of fentiment. As to 
the time of bringing forward this motion, there could be no 
rime improper to do what was right, and to abolifh what was 
wrohg. He only lamented that a traffic fo contrary to the 
laws of common humanity, of nature, and of God, Ihuuld fo 
long h^ve difgraced this country. He hfiped, however, it 
was now going to be put a flop to, and Ihould gii^e his muft 
hearty aiTenMo bis hon. friend’s motion.^ 

Mr. J}ent ftrongly pointed out the evils that would moft 
probably arifefrom the motion. The injury was already confi- 
rierable,and fprung in a great mcafurc from the^fpecches in that 
Houfe, which, holding, out a .falfe and fpecious liberty, had 
Ipnded to render the condition of negroes, (comfortable as it 
Wns in itfelf in a great degree) anxious and unhappy. The 
ip^on would, if carried, put into the hands of the enerhy in 

that 
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that quarter a powerful engine againil this,,countryf 
French granted them liberty, and the treatment they 
received from their new maiVers wa^ either to accept flxpoice 
a day, or the alternative tjf death. This was the rcgtilat>ioni 
of their chief, Vi£lor tfagues. The liberty yirhich 
arife to them from fudf regulations would be to. plunder aftji 
fire the plantations,' as no other refources, of ^iftence were 
left CO them, when rendered free and independent of thdr maf^ 
ters. He confidered the annual regulating bill as a decifion 
of the Houfe rather againft the abolition; but whiHl humanky . 
was4b much talked of, he wifhed juftice might not be avei> 
looked, for it was then only that they could obtain credit. 
whilft tbefe went hand in hand. He alfo argued againft dte 
motion, upon the ground of political intereft; the Weft in- • 
dies produced at prefent a great revenue to this country j by 
the meafures propofed (he Houfe was going to deprive tm 
planters there of the means of paying that revenue. He lie-, 
iieved that the merchants of Liverpool and Briftol would be 
very-happy if the Houfe put fuch regulations in force as would 
meliorate the condition of the trade without injuring the iflands^ 
and,>coutd fuch regulations be properly enforced, the comfort 
of the Have, and the intereft of the planter, would be equally 
promoted. Thofe regulations, which had been already made, 
tended to make the middle paflage thoroughly comfortable ^ 
and had any complaints been made, it was becaufe the regu¬ 
lations ordered had not been enforced. To reduce the idea of 
giving the Negroes their freedom to pradtice, without the 
means of procuring a livelihood, would only be giving them 
up to a fpirtt of plunder. 

Mr. tVilliam Smith faid, that upon a fubjecl fo frequeatly' 
agitated, and after the able fpeeches which had been made, h"e 
would not trefpafs upoff the patience of the Houfe. He would, 
however, make a few obfervations upon what had fallen froru 
an honourable baronet, and an honourable gentleman oppoilte 
to him, and exprefs his ftedfaft and unalterable abborreoce 
the traffic, and hisfupport of its immediate abolition, in which 
our charader as a nation'was deeply interefted. The ho¬ 
nourable baronet had repeated the trite aflertion fo often con¬ 
futed, by confounding the abolition of the trade, and tbp. :^an- 
cipation of the Haves. 

He confidered the argurflents of the honourable gentleman 
who fpokc laft, as a trite repetition of arguments refuted over 
and over again. He had alftrtcd, that the merchants of Li¬ 
verpool, &c. had m other wilh than to prevent the flaves from. 
being ill ufed j whereas, he could not avoid remarking, that 
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they had rtot fuggcfted a fingle regulatioo». in any onfc of the 

tRiffnefSy to ^endeni^^ Inicfal^ .(xkSIige 
d(jfi*rfortaMe} fe for frcBit tiley hadf-oppoM’evwy^ep 
f jwand ftrove fmsaut 

!l^4}ii^r< ti^e 'itwaftirc then paftage 

iiJ^t'^rifee^ peituliarly fevere» but^tfa# horrore of;ciie 4iuble» 

'ftbuld not therefore be overlookoi^, Wben'tbe 
. meifilS of-the'abolition had difelofed thtt^ftcms of their priloit- 
• heittlr^ no ]ef$ than eight years ago, and. when the fob^s^t^had 
•itdc^rgone ftich difcuihon, furely noiipithets couiU be left-'pro- 
|^))««ppried than tafh, hafty, and fu^n. After fuflerhigthe 
hotter tt»linger fo many years, after an cxprefs refolution,' be 
hriW'unable tik reftrain bis furprtze and indignation at fuch-an 
aotfti'lafidn. 'i'lte hoimurable baronet had faid, upon the au* 
#^fity of-o niolf refpctSfabje gentleman (Mr. Bryan Edwards), 
^lat the committees in Londoabad been the authors of the 
ittiA’hiefs In St. Domingo. For his own part, he thought that 
committees had been of great advantage in informing the 
tdinds of the people, and in railing their abhorrence of the 
inhuman traffic. A letter had been produced by the honour* 
^i}e-baronet,' the reading ,pf -which was prefaced with.obfei:>» 
Vatiens which he cOuld ttot reconcile with the contentsihe had 
beard. - iHe- had waited, in the gKateft attention, paragraph 
hRer paragraph, ifor the exceptionable matter, expedling • it 
would buril out like the intrigues of the London Committee 
in 'the explofions of Sr. Domingo; but he could difeover no¬ 
ticing dcierving of cenf'ure ; and he had been induced to believe 
ihiit the honourable baronet had read it by miilake, it lo little 
iorterponded whh the character he stave it. As to the affairs 
."Domin-iJO, he had been at conliderable pains to afeertain 
i^tfuth, atKi he would challenge Mr. Bryan Edwards to prove, 
that the evils which prevailed in that illand were any more 
j^nnefled with the committees than with Lord Macartney’s 
jralwafly to -China. He bad heard defcants on the joy of the 
IfijgToes m the Weft Indies on the frefli importation of flaves 
/rt>m Africa, as if it arofe fiom the idea, that their newly im¬ 
ported brethren were come to partake of the fame comforts 
^atitftcy did ! What thefe comforts were, and what their 
Jtfdiui^i'Was-aUeadv, appeared from many accounts. A true 
cadic'fnf'this joy might be aferibed to the nature of fociety, 

in forrovn, and which c^ten tends to 
which is endured. He declared, be wilhed 
lb"'f#y -tfothing’^-.-t-hc prajudice^of the planters ;.-at the fame 
could‘Hob'^help fcating, that K'fore this objyift -was 
wh«<tvor nwght be she chara'^cr. of indi- 
■'.’.'ii i'.'d' • -vlduiils. 


V 
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vidualsy die fituation':(yC thofe uodcr: their powor was n^t i£^ 
happy as it was now. Xhe pofleflion of arbitrary power 
eid to corrupt the homaagniijid.; and therefor.'^ ,Wi^'.apy num* 
ber of Englifh gentlemeartpo^efled of the fame ppwlhv they 
would (allowing for dtiference of dlfpontion) zSt iathejfoitie 
manner.' Mr. Smith added, that the honouratde haronet'miinr 
ed too much of gentlemen on the other Ade of tfw libtffe,/if 
he expelled them toaUow to perfons under prgudices the ex« 
cluAve right of determining upon general principles of p$di* 
ties \ nor would he ever admit that the Britlfh Parliaqter^ 
Ibould give up that right they poflefs, of abolifhing a trade 
which they hedd to be injurious to the interefts of humanity 
and morality. He hoped this claim would never be given up, 
and tliat the decifion of this evening would fufficiently prove 
that the Houfe of Commons aflerted it. 

Mr. Serjeant Adair faid, that as he had nercr.yct delivered 
his fenthnents on the fubje^l, be could not content himlc^ 
with giving a filent vote upon the prefent accafion, though he 
found it unnecedary to fay much in fupporc of that fide of the 
queftion which he had always, and txveant that night to efpoufe. 
He would not, therefore, detain the Houfe long. There.were 
a few principles which appeared to his mind fufEciently potent 
and conclufive to render all detail unneccHary and impertinent. 
Before he mentioned thefe, however, he fclthimfelf called upon 
to return his thanks to the honourable gentleman who was 
the author of the prefent motion, for his zealous exertions in 
a caufe which involved the deared interefls of mankind, and 
in fupporting which he fliould be fatished to follow him at aq 
humble diftance. He was much furprifed, on that as well sus 
on former occafions, to fee fo much of the time pf the Houfe 
confumed in debating upon the policy and expediency of ..what, 
on all hands, was deemed to be a matter of right. In matters 
of doubtful right, or even in cafes of gratuitous benevolence, 
it was certainly proper to difeufs the policy of the meafure to be 
adopted. But in cafes where the right was indubitable, and 
juftice loudly called for a decifion, all the fuggeftions of po> 
iicy fliould be for ever fet apart. In highway robberies, the 
necelfitics of the robber were .not to be fuflained as an apo* 
logy for the crime: neitfier in the.flavc trade was the interest 
of the merchant to be fuftaiacd as an argument for petfeweruig 
ill the traffic, He begged that the Houfe .would attend to the 
queflion upon which t^y were deliberating* it was no Ids 
than “ Whether it was politic and. expedient to deliver a whole 
natitpr^ and their pofterity, into llavery, with whom we are 
not at war.” He appealed to the general feeling of the Houfe, 

Vox, III. 179b. * t) if 
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Kaittottdf Mitwrafl* however ooQi;Jitfivea ought to influence 
lMiirideiMri«ift filch a point. ^Hhough it were provo} by 
ibe iwqfl trreA'agabk arguments lo tw for the intereft of the 
iftiHa FIsticerst that the trade ^uld be continued, he 
eMMld not f^ive op the quefiion of juflice. He had the fatis-* 
fhffioh of karoiog, however, that perfons could be found vo- 
taytafily n> perform the taGc alfigned to the negroes tnftnitely 
aaore to the advantage of the planters. But even though dtut 
wei?e not the cafb, a Britifh Houfe of Commons would cet'- 
ude^ never hefttate a mooient in referring the claims bf 
jiiftiEeitd meiTc cohfidetations of policy. Tmj had bearj i 
deal about die comparative comforts of the middle voy> 
’ To mlk, however, of the comforts of the midcBe paf* 
ihge, a voyage by which thouliuids of the human race, together 
Him ^r poUnrity, were to be configned to perpetual fiavery, 
jvmi «language with which he was proud to fay, he was ttt-> 
Atrly<unacquainied. He was happy in bdieving ^at the abo^ 
tidtio of this nefanMs trade would not operate to ii^ure tb^ 
India planters. He did not^ however, give this vote 
vpon any fuch ground: foil, the itieafure would pet 
^jure the WcA Lidia iflands; but more d^ially, be* 
jcaufe be had oo right to decide otherwife. The jearned 
Beilleam concluded With oblerving, that to thofo who be¬ 
lieve in a fuperintending Providence, the exiftence of this 
itnffic is alone fufocient to account for all the calamities with 
which Europe has been vihted. The ufe which Europeans 
liad made of their fuperior knowledge, to reduce to the mqil 
waetched flavery fo many of their innocent fellow-creature, 
anight be thc.rea(ba for which the deftroying angel had been 
Appointed to punifh. Their condudlin this refpeS was enough 
to tarniih the honours which the inhabitants of Europe had 
gamed by their faence and their arts, and that knowledge 
sibtch was ett)plo}>ed to the deftrw^on of fo many of the 
uammsiea of that Supreme Being, by whom.the means of ac* 
quiring it was bellowed. 

i Jli0. SutrtHiTy Dtmdas faid, he had no difficulty in con* 
Haffittg himlislf completely adverfe ^o the motion which had 
thmrepUBiK'beeo propofm. In the courfe of the left four 
IpBUblle had been eonarmed in every pnncipfe which he had 
sfelieMgilg and im wiry expedient which be had held forth at 
.''Vlfe mmMMnoeaieintior With thofe wbb vgued 

«Msa|mig(incval priMRiilde the Have trade, as mefmedisnt, *m* 
:i^|d>Uttdkr«mdineoinp^blewiffi foe Suffice bf foe Bikifocwt* 
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ways sorted HaS mhtl a|ree. 
ioo% up the MMiiift 

(i^ves might be, the imw which helu^ 
id retard the^ objedi thoylfed in view, 'thipiflM lOT 
9 cceh^t(f it.' Arid he" firmly believe^ ,'iti|lr^ W 
gehdemitn who made the mo;tion tbiu: ev< 
frohi attaining h« «ftd thafn he was foitr y ^ 
evie¥ gbheial ^iftidris men might forni 
hrid rpeeuTative pwnts, ifthi^ did not carrf aliang wi^dfimi 
tf^ ^^Udiccss and the intcreft of iriahkind^ they wiOaidil^i^ 
tainly faH ih the application of thofe fentinneritS; ^ou 
had no difficulty |n giving his opinitm, 'that the We# 
planters bad taken too Wide a field of oppoficion to thenwahw^ 
ti^cHliad'beenpropoled, and had miftaken thtie iniere#;^ 
preRfving the trade of carrying Haves from Africi^' 
cdtfid by no means j^n in the high tone Whtdi thednhtiihd 
fki^eant bad afTumed; atone in which he wasetmviheedjMi 

friend, if he would peMtit him m c^ hmif'tB^ 
have fpoketi, had he been awaie <^' the<ifu}beaitha|b 
t^'Whidh hrs reafoning went. He qobld not go db'far-iad^ 
li^nll'all'his anceHors^ who had encouraged' the trade iryA 
loirig (eribyof legiflation, a$ impious and un^uft^ lit juHic^ 
fheiteferdi''^ the m(?nrf of his anceHors, as well as to ihiier 
confidihkririns of ftill greater weight, he waa reftraincd 'from 
going the length that the opinion of the learned ferjeanc weoi;. 
He repeated it again however, that the motion which badheesi 
propofed that.evening, would defeat itsown cbjedi, and>;that 
any' other mode of abolition than that by> introducing gcadai^ 
regulations, according to the ages of thofe imported frilm 
rica, never would fucceed. Even fuppofing, howev^r^f^that 
not another Have was to be exported from Amca to. the.Britt,fh 
Weft India iflands, the caufb of humanity would nok gmn in 
the leaft from luch abolition; it would only throw the tra^ 
into the hands of other commercial powers, who wouidiben^ 
fit from our mtftaken benevolence, and who would carry; it* on 
without any regulations whatever. . <;< f ;,<! - 

' Thofe who differed from him in opinion on the 
exclaimed. **let us wipe away this ftain frooi]thtS 
character.This might be a fine figure in ih[ehH9s:phwtit 
certainly was tint a logical u'gumeiu,. nor was: 
argument in the caufe of humanity} and ii » few htj^aiiatlrihs 
were addpted, it had heen* iQteWn< that ooiargtuneaunQo that 
head'Med^ reforted to." This was notilMr’gro»H(k,jh9d(eKer, 
which fib '^ppdi&i the prefent motion, cifeu o^ipoledi.ir'he- 
' O 2 ' . caufe 
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> he thought^ were it agreed to by ^ Houfet it would 
en^ttger the peace of the country. What was the ineafurcy 
he'^ked, ’ wdjtch was propofed? Hts honourable friend dijf^ 
■'t^aittred,all. idea,of emancipation} and complained with its 
«hhth£ always confounded with the abolition of the African 
■flave .trade by the adverfaries of the latter; and that when 
thCiqueftion of policy was clear and the queftion of right 
' doubtful, the learned Serjeant was not aware, that by bolding 
it out as a right, his argumenr, if carried to its full extent, 
would go to vlfquc the emancipation of every flavc in the Weft 
indres, which in jufticc they might claim. Suppofing it, 
however, only to amount to a prohibition of the trade with 
Africa, he contended, that fiich a rtfolution, were it paffed 
into a law, in the prefenC diftracled ffate of the colonies, 
•'would throw them entirely into the power of the enemy. In 
'fwpport ol that propofjtion, he begged that the Houfe would 
emly attend to the nature of the war in the Weft Indies, and 
tfaelr prefent diftraftetl ftate. On the part of this country, it 
was not a war for riches or local aggrandizement, but a war 
for fecurity. On the part of the enemy, it w'as a war, "not 
fur conqueft with a view'to enrich thcmlelves, but a war .of 
devaftation, in order to impovcrifti this country, and thus to 
obtiin, not a dire£f but an indiredt fuperiotity over their ene- 
"mies. The way in which they have carried it on in order to 
attain this object, had been by attempts to ftir up the flaves 
to infurredbon againit their matters; and the engine which 
they had ufed in this warfare, was declaring liberty to the ne¬ 
groes i while at the fame time, under pretext of efpoufing 
. their caufe, they bad exercifed cruelties unheard of before, and 
impofed a bondage to which their newly acquired vallals, bad 
ever been entire ftrangers. They hold out, that the flaves in 
our colonies were in a Hare of barbarous opprelfioii: and this 
was the mode in wliich they thought proper to convey their re¬ 
lief. Would the reprefentatives of the people of Great Bri¬ 
tain, in the calmnels of legiflative deliberation, furnifh 
their enemies with an engine to aid their hoftile purpofes 
againft this country and its intcrefts ? While Vi^or Hughes 
tmtri'fed our colonies with a decree of the national convention 
of Francedn one hand, declaring libcl'ty to our Haves, would 
they-'p*^ into the other an adt of tjic Britifh Parliament with 
which b^' mi^ht advance, olFering them fecurity if they would 
bur Accept his terms ? Mr. Dun^s faid, it would be prudent 
aiid.wiie in the kgi/lature, at the prefent moment, to paufe 
upon the' fuhjedf, and not to agitate the minds of the colo- 
nifts by* unavailing and bopelefs difcufnons. He hoped, at the 

fame 
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fame time, that the period was approaching .when the 
might be advantagcoiifl^ confideredj as -tbif, howevef^iin 
his opinion, was not tht’time, he Ihoutd teruinl^y .give-^jls 
negative to the prelent motion j not by a direii negative,-but 
by voting for the previous quefliori, which would not pledge 
the Hdufe to any oinnion upon the fubjefl* It ha<i,,behn 
urged, that , the Hoviie had come to a refolution four-years 
ago, that tbs trade fhould be aboliihed in the beginiring ’•«€ 
1796. He would afle, in reply, if we were the fame litu*- 
ation in regard to our Weft India colonies,' that we were 
four years ago ? And whether the delay which was* thiin 
thought neceftary on account of the ftate of Grenada, St, 
Lucia, St. Vincent’s, and Dominica, was not more nece^i 
fary at prefent, when the fituations of tliofc illands was 
coniidered ? and whether the fufpenfion of any rcLIutidn for 
an immediate abolition, was not particukrfy requilite under 
the cxilling circumftances of the times ? No ..man wQtdd 
Hate, that the condition of Grenada, whether it arole from 
the war or any other caufe, was better now than it was ,-ia 
1792, St. Vincent’s, he was for^ to fay, was in a fimnar 
unfortunate htuatiOn. . 

It was true, that there had been a great number of fliViCs 
imported from Africa to the Welt Indies, in the courfe.'of 
the lart four years; but little advantrge had been derived to 
thefe illands from tlic importation, as tlicy had been ail cajried 
to foreign illands, or to Jamaica, where they bore no pr^ce, 
and fold for little or nothing. He thought the ailvantagcs re- 
fu!ling from a gradual aboliiion lb great, that his objedtiops 
to the plan at prvient propok'J, would yield in his favour he 
ali'crterf, however, that tins was not tiie cflldi of the mortton 
propofed. He did not mean to infmoate any thing difrcl'pedi- 
ful of the decilions of that Houle ; hut he contciideil, that a 
refolution being voted, and fent un to the Lords four years 
ago, which refolution was nevei leiurned, was at ieaft evi¬ 
dence fufficient to Ihew that the other iloufc of Parliament 
did not confider the time of war as the molt proper for the 
agitation of fuch a queftion as the prefent. And, he would 
alk the honourable mover, if he thought that ,tb^t Houle 
would be a whit more tapid in their proceedings, .thOu^'tbe.y 
were prcITcd by another jc folution from the Hopfe iCifj^Gom- 
nions ? He trembled for tile cSedts which. the fret^ht drf- 
calhon of fuch queftions w^iul'd produce in the Weft;lntiiatco- 
lonies, tf they w’ere renewed from time, to time as they bad 
been of late, and intreated that gentlemen would'only diefer 
the dilcniJion till a proper feafon arrived, which he trufted 

would 
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Ivould not be remote. Butt in file full con vision) that this 
moll iniproper time which oould be fele«9ed for the 
agilSit^n of the qaeftit^ atrn) that ^^efent motion was not 
cml^extrernely ’dahgei^sto be adofA^^upOn general grounds, 
|»il' wholly inadequate for the pur^e which it propofed, he 
|tk himfclf compelled to negative it, by voting for the preyi- 
OUs qucftion. 

, Mr. Fex faid, that when this fubjedl was firft brought for* 
ward, he thought that there could not remain a doubt in the 
mind of an honeft man, nor a difierence of ^Itng among 
thore* who know any thing of the fubiei^, as to the manner in 
which it ought to be ultimately difpofed <X. It was impolfible 
to niix any confideration with the general defire, at Icaft, for 
its abolition. How far it was expedient to come to immedi> 
ate or gradual meafures for that purpofe, was another point 
upon which many peifons had entertained doubts, although, for 
hs part, he never had any.—“ I confefs,” faid he, “ that I am 
not a little indignant at the mode in which the right honour¬ 
able gentleman (Mr. Dundas), has treated the (Ulgeft.^— 
T^e honour of the Houfe, the honour of the legillature, and 
regard to the principles of the conllitution, make me feel 
warm tipon the occaiion. As for the general fubjefl, it haS 
been already fo repeatedly dilculTed, that it cannot be nccef» 
fary for me again to bring it before your view. It has been 
this night fo ably handled by the honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt)i whofe opinion with this Houfe is likely to have more 
weight than mine, that I will not venture to take from the 
jorpreffion of any thing he has faid: I mull, however, take 
iibcice of one alTcrtion of the honourable baronet (Sir Wil« 
Jtaai Young), that there were many matters cleared up with 
refpeft to the chara(ilcrs of the planters. That honourable 
bartmet will give me leave to fay, that it Is not to thofe who 
Jive among Haves that I will naturally look for examples of 
humanity. I am not prone to call cenfure hafiily on any 
bddy of men; and to the charges which have been brought of 
tfe cmel ticatmcnt of flaves, I grant there may be many ho¬ 
nourable exceptions. Howevei, the authority bi Mr. Bryan 
EfitVirthr quoted, and I dare fay the opinion of that gentle- 
" ^ and when I am deiired to loc^ for examples 




isiQll^exalttd humanity and benevolence to thole men 
Wild^$*iii^^he barbarous laws of Jsfmaica; when I wn referred 
asa'mdftel ^ ^Idnefs and mercy, totheconda^ of the men 
cdhbci^J.m-catTying thofe laws foto.execution, my feelings 
but Revolt wtd recoil, efpecially when 1 reao of laws 
iheh at^ condemned to be expofed in cages (0 the 
m ' ■ ' '' ' burning 
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burning influence of the fuH) to perifli in that (itutation, mi 
a certain quantity of Alften^nce given to them xlailyt not ta 
leffen their miferiea, bttt b order to keep them alive to pro¬ 
long dietr ag^y; and Rflien I learn that fuch laws have ac¬ 
tuary been carried into efi^! From the perufai of fuch 
fa^ I tnuft neceflarily turn away with diiguft, though, upm 
the whole> I am not apt to believe that the planters are dif- 
tinguilhcd by any particular inhumanity in the exercife of a 
power) with whidij however^ i cmttcttd that no man ought to 
be entrulled. • 

** 1 moft next rake notice of an artifice too cotnmonlp 
made ufe in opp«/Gng motmns for the abdition of the Slave 
Trad^ that of blending the emancipation of the flaves in the 
Weft ladies with the abolitimi of purchafing and carrying 
flaVes from the coaft of Africa. He begged, therefore, to 
remind gentlemen, that at ptefent the queftton was not eman¬ 
cipation, but abolition* HoW fitr the argument of «qy 
nourable friend (Serjeant Adair), might gt> to the point of 
emancipation, it cinnot be now necefliMry to difcufs, Th<i 
Queftton is) whcihiir we will fuffes a horrible injuftioe to bO 
carried on wider rhe fandiop of our laws ? The queftton i$ 
not one that interferes w,th the local jurisdi^ion of the colo> 
nies I it iS) whethii we {hall exert a right, which undoubU 
ediy we poftefs, to determine with refpeA to the continuance 
of a trade, which depends oti outfelves? The confuilon, in 
tins inftance, has anfen from the idea, that if the abolition 
takes place, it muft neccftanly be followed by the emancipa- 
tion. 1 hope and truit that it will i but this point 1 leave frit 
the decifion of the proper legiAature, with whole province 
I have no wi(h to interfere. We are however, told, that we 
ought not td join with the negroes agamft their mafters. Un> 
doubcedly, it would be a marier of greater fatisfadion, if we 
could in this bufinefs obtain the concurrence of all the plan¬ 
ters, and the part the friendn to abolition are taking, rather 
tends to make the negroes adt with^ their mafters, than 
againft them. 

** How does this argument agree with the other {iatement 
of the right honourable, gentleman (Mr. Dundas) that, by 
agreeing to the abolition, we {hall aiford argument to Vi&or 
Hugues? who will be enabted to fay, 1'be French Conven¬ 
tion gives freedom to the colonics of France, and GreatiJln- 
tain Continues {lavery to thtir colonies.” Indeed, I do not 
(ee how this argument can poilibly apply, except 1 were to 
conceive, that the right honourable gentleman was argumg 
^r the emancipai»o” 1 ih'nk that it is not neceflary to em- 
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ployijmorq chan one argument with rer{}e& to the ehara^r of 
the iiouiia: Did jrou npt* four;ye«r»^,ago, pledge yoor- 

felve^' ac this tnnoi, ^to.aboliih the^dCieftalde traffic in human 
fieiOt I!* The, hontiarable baronet fa^ that the Houfe then 
a£bd fnrni the opinion expreiTed in ffieiuimerous petitktna 
which were received from different parts of,the country.-* 
Ought it then to go abroad, that the Houfe fuppofed if right 
to acf from the opinion of the public, in order to onhire' a lit¬ 
tle popularity,. and promote their petty interefts at eledtions, 
and the moment that the preiTure of that opinion is withdrawn, 
conceive theml^ves to be juftified in renouncing the pledge 
which-they had folemnly adopted ? Det gentlemen recoiled 
a!(o the period at which they thought proper to bold up the 
Hiouk in this light; after the paffing of the two bills, which 
have thrown djfficuitiea in the way of eapreffing the public 
optntoR. Is it at fuch a period you deem it wife to hold out, 
you -are fo much inclined to ilavery, againft realbn, juf- 
tice; and humanity, that though you formerly truckled to po¬ 
pular opinion, you .a^ come forward in your genuine co¬ 
lours,'and, iiu'violatioa of the mod: folemn and dchheiate 


pledge, announce, yourfelves the advocates and fupporters of 
flavery? Would it not be .tantamount ■ to holding this lan¬ 
guage, while you had the power of petitioning us, we &ave 
wsy. to your fentiments, and we made you feme promifes. 
^ow your power to petitioii is taken away, we come out in 
ctur real colours, and tell you plainly, that ail we laid to you 
before.on the flave trader was mere cant and hypocrify.” If 
any thing can add to the Sagrancy of the cafe, it is the con- 
dud t which has been adopted by the Houfe of Lords (oce 
this .queftion came before them. I fuppofe that it i$ not re- 

f ular in this place to arraign the condud of the Houfe of 
lords ; and t^refore, 1 will not arraign it. But there is 


one ground feggefted by the right honourable gentleman, on 
which I can, couAiiently with order, advert to their condud: 
He faid, that the Lioufe of Lords had as much right to ad on 
theiropiiiion, as this Houfe had to ad upon the opinion they 
htdiihcmfelvcs upon due deliberation formed. 

. “.,L<i:t i!rte ftatea cafe. If, after a long and laborious in- 
wedigatidin,. on a . point deeply alFcd^g honour of the 
D^nc^iai^arader, and the generak intcrefb nfhumjpnityj their 

communicated^ to us the refult of their deli- 
b(!9rafions> ^ivolviqg an. KTue of themoff preffing urg^y, and 

pradical importance,'and had called fipou us 
fa( Oftn; d^ifton ; and if \vc, after four years, bad come so no 
refelutioii, and taking no notice of fuch communication, I 

have 
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have nd hedtatlon to fay, that in fuc:h a We^ffibuld have 
betrayed our trufl^ and* have flieurn our utM iaeapacity^'to. 
a£t as a Houfe of Paritan^nr, and a I^raacb ^ tbe iegtfldbire.' 
Would any gentleman anothoTv inftaiKS int to vhole' 
hiftory of Parliament^ «tbere a delay any things like- this had* 
happened before f He muft, however^ give the Lords TOb 
lordly charafter in computation of time. What chiefly, apv. 
pears extraordinary is, that the 1 iords fihould take no fteptac 
all in the bufinefs} that they {hould flinch from the proceed-* 
ings, fhould Ikulk from the inveftigation of the fubjeft, end. 
abandon if, as it were, to filent contentpt. Undoubtedly,' 
every branch of the Icgiflature has a right to exped iirom .the 
others, either agreement or diflent to any meafure, which it' 
may chufe to bring forward. And it is well known, that if 
this Houfe takes tlie bufinefs to the Houfe of Peers, as it 


ought, if the Commons are faithful to tbemfelves, and prefs 
the Lords clofely from time to timetd come tofome determi¬ 
nation on an important point, which they have font up for 
their decillon, and I think 1 know enough of the general hif-' 
tory of this country, and particularly of its parliamentary pro- 
codings, to be enabled to fay, that.when the Houle of Com- 
ni^s take up a matter eagerly, earneflly, and cordially, and 
cai^' it to the Houlefuf Lords, and prels it clofely and re- 
pearly, that meafure never will experience fuch mortifying 
negleft, or fuch contemptuous lilencc. 'Phe right honoura¬ 
ble gentleman will not deny, that if a majority of this Houle 
cordially concur as to the principle of the abolition, and agree 
as to the iiecelfity of carrying it into effect with the fmalieil: 
delay, the Houfe of Lords will alio concur in the propriety 
of toeing fome immediate Heps for the purpofe. But-if the 
Houfe of Commons never are in earncll on the bulinefSj it is 
in vain that they carry their refolutionto the Houfe of Lords. 
That Houfe will fee through the pretext, they will fecond the 
policy, and will Aippole, that by fuch negleft and delay, which 
aniount^ in fafi, to rgedion, they better comply with the 
wilhes of the Houfe of Commons as to the real ftate of the 
queftion, than by giving it the moft cordial reception, and the’ 
*moft diligent attention. ' It is neceflary, for the Iroour of 
the Houfe, that this reprpach fhould not attache in mdef' to 
vindicate the dignity of their characEbr, and the coa^^fkeni^ of 
their proceedings, it is incihnbent upon them to 
people of this country, to Europe, and to the worid 
that if th&abcdition of the^Slave Trade be-not eflrei^efl,' 
adopting the motion of the honourable gentleman (Mr. -Wih- 
befforcCj^ agreeable to the rcfolutior. which they fomci years 
VoL, 111 . 1796, ^ flnee 
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ftnce.p9^(^/or, abolition of the Sl^ve Trade,, it is the 
/ault, not of the Cooimoasr but of ibme other branch of the 
legislature^; „. 

« :It hav•however, been fat'd, ^at the motion would not 
anfwer the putpofes of humanity, that if you aboltCh the trade, 
mother powers will take it up- '1 his is an argument, the 
truth , pf which 1 caniiot believe, and which cannot at all 
the line of condud which we ore bound to por(ue.>— 
The queHion is, whether you have not the power of com¬ 
pletely aboli/hing it in your own colonies ? Unqueftionably 
.yoU> have, notwithftanding what has been urged, that the^ 
•will ft ill continue to be fupplied from other powers. You 
anay- certainly as eafily put a flop to any contraband trade of 
this #7St, as to the trade which was formerly carried on in 
importing lumber and provisions from America. There is 
.no vigour of means, or language, or authority, which you 
ought not to emi^oy fur that oSjedK Even if they could not 
«atry it into effect, the Houfe knew the remedy. This 
pountry ought to threaten with immediate independence, every 
•colony which, after the intcrdi£tion of the legiflature, ftiould 
ftill pcrlevere to carry on that infamous traffic. But it is 
further raid, and moil immorally faid, that even if the Ugidc 
were aboUil^d by us, -the interefts of humanity would 
beneiked, and ftiat it- would fall into hands by whom it would' 
be carried on with circumftances of ftill greater cruelty and 
...oppreffion. Wb:^t .piore or lefs was this, than declaring, that 
We would coamit crimes of the moft inhuman kind, left 
{bmebiKly elle might commit them in a more inbuman man¬ 
ner." Upon the lame principle, might we juftify .every 
•crime. It might be alledged, that crimes mull be committed 
in ibciety, and that therefore we will anticipate the criminal 
purpofe, in order to prevent it from being perpetrated with- 
more wanton outrage, or more determined ferocity. . By tbis 
reafoning, the roldi^ might defend his occupation of plun¬ 
der; be .might fay, * It is an advantage to end 1 exer' 

cife it with lefs wickednefs to others, than miotie hardened or 
ftivage offenders.’ I'he lame argument might b^ brought to- 
extenuate the crime of murder ; it might be alleged, that it 
ms le^ yeprehenftble, becaufe it wbj^ accompambd with fewer 
r citbtidgi^ccs of excruciating torture, or perfevering malice. 

■ honourable gentleman tseate^ aO a figure of 

tim expreffion,. * to .drive the ftume df this iiiu}ui- 
from> ourfelves.* A figure of rhetoric! Good 
^ caal any appeal be mote forcible and eti^rd^ve, more 

Jji&^ypra^eal, more powerfully urgent? Is it m>cbing to 

* derive f 
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derive from ourfelves the (hame of fudi a traffic, at a period 
too when great lerdlutiotis haveittintd to demand, 
cure, a more intimate connexion between politicos Md. medals; 
when nations affed to hold out th^ principles of <)fi&rna] Juf- 
tlce, as the bafi's of their, conduct, and to eftabliffa a r^draSet 
on fomething better than the fhifts of intrigue, dr the’fdb^r* 
CCS of their power ? Is it nothing to wipe z^r/af and 

the (lain of a .traiEc which the nght hotiounihle ge^tlemw 
hasrhimfelf admitted to be inconfillent with humanity and 
juftice ? If the Houfe of Commons ftill mean to pe^dre ia 
ebe trade, for Heaven’s fake, let them, at leaft, fiattif’ 
and manftilly. Let them not ufe a timid caU^on, or fisitfc 
behind the (hameful negligence of others. Let them Ixddly 
and openly ayow their o{Uiiion, and deal fairly with the pu* 
blick, and inftcad of working their feelings, declare, <that 
^fter they have confeiled the trade to be cruel and unjufi;, they 
ftill niean to carry it Oii to an unlimitted extent. 

“ The right honourable' gentleman has however alledged, 
the relpe£t which wc owe to our forefathers, as a re^on why 
we ought to give fome quarter to this trader We ought not 
forfooth to load their memories with all that accumulation of 
guilt which is charged upon this traffic, or to brand with fuch 
harfh epithets a praftice which they cn'Couraged by their ex¬ 
ample. Reverence for their chara^ers, and regard to their 
names, ought to fink the confideration .of injuftice, and exte¬ 
nuate the h^orror of cruelty. The tendency of mankind to 
degeneracy, has been a-common topic of declamation among^ 
.moralids and poets. If the complaint be well-founded^ We 
ought atieaft,' by getting rid as much as poffible, of the .vices 
of our anceftors, to endeavour to compenfate for the |tlardcu- 
Jars in which we fall fhort of their virtues. But if antiquity 
jQibuld be found to fan<ftify injuftice, and reverence for for¬ 
mer times to diminilh the deteftation of cruelty, if we ihall 
conceive it tO'hea point of honour to throw a glofs over the 
.crimes of our aoCeftors, while we are led, from a fenfe of duty 
(to their mantis to copy them into our own praSice, then truly, 
,the prediction of the poet will he fulfilled^ 


^Cat Piretttum avis talit nos nequiorcs^ 
Moa daturos Pjro^ntum vitiollortuu. 


“V , ^r -. 


“ It was amufiiig endugh., however, to fight 

•honourable gentlethan talk of pious vencratiwi for the^fn^mb- 
rics of our anceftors, this charitable covering,f6r their failings, 
and deprecate ail harflnieis of obloquy, and general terms of 
-condemnation as aptdied to the Have trade, which he had bim- 

P 2 fetf 
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incpnfift^ wi|h juffic* and 
Ane^.thjiB s^amilTion, tniglA ttove been (uppofed 

, bf more fevere oWo- 

wqifli orinore ^ewral cpndcmn^tKw. ,I ftjall ycrfainly give 
tof the hiotion'ftf the ho^ral^ geptleman (Mr. 

Thehonourable gentleman (Mr.'Dundas),Qib> 

Jthat ,the trai^e ot^ht nett to be abotiflied immediately, 
^^inftapcM Grenada^ which was by no means in a iVate ripe 
l(tt abphtUih and would require for. that purpofo a period 
hpd.becn Ranted from the date of the lormer relb- 
/ f4d%)n.. Thts vras a.point which would come regularly to he 

the e^mit^, and thexe, if it fhould be found ex- 
pefio of die aboljtiph might be fixed for 1799. 
tight gentleman to eliedl the 

ihf itidhhy.^ with mpe& to the ages ef the negroes 

.MporXe'df lit^ufl remark, .that thofe who think it impoffible 
jm ahmilH the trade, and yet conceive that the objedt 
, .p^hie c^^eef twfiich regulations as thefe, firain at fmall 
'dimeuiun an|fw^ow large ones. It has been dated,, thats it 
wotitd he. defi'rabie for us “to proceed with the concimrenqe, of 
'tbo-gend^eh intcrcilcd: experience however has fhewp. that 
cannot obtain it. We do not pretend to legiflate fpr ^them 
,iqh the point of cnistneipatipn, nor ought we, lb far as .rdates 
iio thc fbolitipn, tofufFcr them to legiflate for us. The quef- 
■” " jisi^„>hether th§,Iioufe,, by its pxefent decifiqp, fiialt (hew 
“ ■“* have been; hypooritical or hunourabke in its former 
* j«.' It. is. even o/morc importance^lt is, whether 
n, after pretending to fpend oceans of blood jnll-' 
money in the caufe of religion, focial order, and, hii- 
‘i^hW, Oiall continue to carry oq-this diameful and ubprin^ 
:mplea traffic, and by a coiidudf, fo inconHAent with ibs p^ef- 
Aoms, fb injurious to its honour, fhall incur the charge ipf the 
vi^ fimulation, ortbemoft hardened efFromery. ,.ltisfurdy 
a, point of no drall importance, whether,' under ihefe circum- 
Iffinces, the, legiflaturc fball permit, (and to |)ermit is in fome 
to enjoin) the continuance ofa |rade, which, after a.long 
' fibtai,inveftigation, they ^^!|ironounce«ktO'bc ui-t 
i^>qjuiity 2nd 



tiaronet *TiO«h)k) has how 

new reaion why we fhmild hbt agsee to the 
that wc tpud bok (0 an indemnity for 
IxFwhce we have Incurred Ln.the mpfecution ofth^'^efent 
; wdc*.! where .are we to lo(^ fttt i,^ In the. Wefit Indies, 
^t we ffiiall want frefb cargoes of flaves in order to Culti¬ 
vate 
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vate oUr new terrilorialacquidtionS} atid to to lender them pro* 
du^live as toC(£A!{li 4 nte an adequate indemnfty. It ennfequent* 
ly turns out, at laft, that the reward pf thow trufadert in the 
caufe of focial order, jttflice, religion, and humanly* fs to be 
an encreafed profit on the Have trade! I, for one, never ,canL 
confent that the country fliould purebafe an indemniqi' at fuch 
a price. Whether the motion lhali fvcceed or not^ 1 beg 
leave to exprefs to the honourable gentleman, my thanks for 
bringing it on, and my confidence that he will never fufier the 
queuion to reft till it is finally decided. If we are infipeacfitL 
by any fenfe of duty to ourftlvcs, by apy honourable prin¬ 
ciple of adlion, we will not fuifcr a femon to pafs over without 
bringing forward the fubjedt for confideration. It is a fubjed 
which becomes peculiarly urgent from the fituation of the 
Weft Indies. Whence artfes Ovrr weaknefs in that quarter, 
why are we fo extremely vulrrerable there on everv fide ? Frmn 
the exiftence ot that abominable flave trade, whlcn is as mifer- 
abiy impolitic as it is odioufty vnjuft. The motion is for leave 
to bring in a Bill to abolilh the Have trade at a time to be li¬ 
mited. In the committee 1 certainly fiiall vote for the earlieft: 
day that ihall be propofed. It is now about eight or nine years 
fined the fobjcift was firft brought forward, and if the Houfe 
keep their word, they cannot avoid taking fome decifive ftep. 
It was matter of joy to us, when we learned that the fiave trade 
was to be aboliftied in Deiiinark; but when afterwards we un- 
derftood that the period ot the abolition was not to taJ^e ^law 
till the year xSoo, our fatisfodtlon on the occafion |vas eph- 
vnted into contempt and ridicule. Atpicfcnt, I fee nojiro- 
hability that the century will put An end to this ftiame of 
G reac Britain* I cannot fubmit to fendlion tht^ Infiuhous 


ttTiffic by mere regulations j there are fomp things fO bad, that 
even to regulate them, is in fome meafure to participate in 
their criminality. Let us fend the Bill to the Houfe of Lords^ 
if it is there rejefled, let us fend it up feiHon after felfion. 
Satisfied with the grounds on which we have brought the 
meafure foru-ard, let the pcrfeverance of our exertions coricf- 
pond with the juftice and humanity of our caufe, and let us 
St leaft prove chat we fllhli not be wanting to vindicxte't^ ho- 

a _ .. .MM -Am a ^t.k. M 1? A _ - ^ . 1. lA.. AjTk SXD. ... 


nour of our charaftcr and the conliftency of our pfW^l^gs.” 

Mr. Aidingun Aid, he folt confiderable etnbifitrallEbmht upon 
liheful^e^l'. Had he at that time had the hohd^ur of i'lftac in 
that Houle, he fliould have* voted for the tefoliition ^ X792, 
beesufe he was 4 n enenly to the trade, and detefted and 
thought ir ought to be aboliftied, bqthe thought it&ould be 
abolllhed gradually. An idea had occurred to him, that it 

might 
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jpsfgbt be abolifited by an unprpfremerit in the Bill of an ho- 
Boaralde barwet (Sic W. £>p]bcn) by making xapid alteration 
in )[U’opG^uon of^he ‘of &ips; carrying Oaves, fo 

Jtbalt it might be impoOiblc ^-carxy on r the traffic. 

Mr. Barhem faid^ no mm was more anxious to alleviate 
jffie diilrefies oT any xx>r^tioh of buthanity than bimfelf. Be> 
ioSK he could give his .iCpofoit ito the prejent motion* he muft 
%c convinced, fta^\aficrtiori$ rd^t^ing the llifTerings 

of the negroei^ in the Vifpil: India Illands vvere true. So tar 
from being <the ifa^, that he would affirm^ that the 
1 ibvhs*^in the Weft Indies were better fed and cloathed, and 
Clayed more of ffie comifbrts cfJife, he would not fay than 
the pc^ of this country, but. he had no fcmple to aflert 
than iffic generality of the labouring clafs throughout Eurc^^ 
If the fa^'l^vveyer were otherwif^ no time could be more 
emfen tbaji theprefehf, to introduce the motion be- 
ifbrr ^ Houle. No meagre could be fo likely to create difr 
fetisj^ion at home^; .when the preftlire of the public affairs 
lit a'^ecufiar mahner demanded unanimity^ Nw waV this the 
wbble of the evil, iince the naotl(^ if earned* would create 
imtvCrf^ reb^tioh in tbe i^ands. It was remarkable, it was 
jMrvortbekfs a iadl, in the teeth of ihofe who pictured the rail* 
SuU* ci ^ n^toes in fuch deep odours, that-no perfota 
codld he more avefle to tlie abolition of flavery in the iflands 
^&iui the ftayes thcmfclyf^^ and if the meafure be abruptly 

pSrt^ oiif- lprr|icry muft be loft. 

Mf', i^tved, that the argumenis in fa your of 

baa h .alny .and eloquently urged during die 

not take up much of the..ti)me 
in aya^ilg luinfelf of the right of reply which 
;i^w}i^|;caiucd to pdrfom rn.his fituation. It was iinpqfi^le 
fur hirti}' boweyci^ to forbear touching fhortly on a few ^topics 
;ilrh>cb. ftemrd to hini to require iotne farther illuftratttm ;, 
an^he wouldl begih % replying to tlie arguments which the 
ItonoUraible gentleman, who had juft fat dow,fi,,hsd attempted 
^o dradf. ftqm fhe accounts upon tbe table, of the numbitf of 
neg^cA^ Into the Weft India iQ^a^s dtmng t^ laft 

ffiye ; ]^>nrwer to thefc reaftii^Miws, it si^as raquifue to 

. of which thoffi {^]^rs infoim«d i^e 
laft year, of which no.regulji^. dr complete 
atxsibsi^li^^tliei^ ieturrtcd,. the number of imported 
infhiildl^h^dhrihg the laft 'fhur or £veyear& was ipuch 
;gteab#.tban cne average import^fon.' ,. 

^f$ fafft was alfo an anlwet^ |o all that had beep < laid 1^ 
right honourable friend (Ml. i)unda$^, of the W^l Indiq 

iflrtnds 





/ 

ftf. i8.] W00DTALL'§ P^IAMEKTARV KEPQRTA, ^ iri 

rflamJs having'been prevented by the WJtf, from ^king ,that 
Hfe of the period kHowed t<>fhcm in . >as intei;viei| 

by the legiflature, fo that the four given;ia name'>^W 
been given in fubftancdl , ^his froni beWg ji^eca^ 

that the very rt.vcrfc was the trutfi.' , ^ , 

.A -^ 


They had even made more' ufelof l 3 je) 

intended, which at the fame time tlut it'^ 

had alfo polled another refoiurion I<mitib|5 the' extent th^ 
trade to what it was at that time. If, therefore, ' was. .to be 
confidcred as a benefit, that they might glut theipfelvw 
flaves, this was a benefit which.they had. enjoyed in a 
degree than parliament had intend^. But he muft'now npfiXt 
what he had before urged, that if even in l?^2> the 
men in the Houfe had thought that they,had* flaves fuUcteiR 
'tef keep tip their populationi^ow much more muft they tionr 
have fiifficieut for that and “hoyjr pauft an^ do^ 

which might haves been then einteitaihed on &at be 

now at leaft done aw^ and abandoned. j' ' 

Hg would next advert, he feid, to that wtm .b^ic^ 
which however often rtfuked, had been a^in brekight for¬ 
ward by liis right honouriAile friend, that other naripi|S..vri>i4d 
•ta^e up the trade if we were to rclin^flb it. 

■plea had been already well expofed by ^ fight: ,hdndpxahitk 
'gentleman oppofite to him (Mr. FojtJj. bftthe wtibed toai^ir 
•word of tvvo on the fiibjc£l,becaure he .was^obnfidnnt 
honourable friend himfelf could ntotVut at^j^vy^odgc itoirJiua- 
fair it was to confider this argument of . a$tnuch 
•formerly. Since foe time when It was tjfcdj'ibp 
JDahes announced a future abortion t■•*■ 

thm fiaves in foe . Weft* India 

ihdirei^y ibolifoed the flate* trs^f Did not __ 

l^m-Klu^y i^ jK^t the fame fyfiem, and above aB, waiV foe 
Kght honourable gentleman ignorant that foe Amedcany, wbo 
Hvere fofemofi; in foe carrying trad^ had by a general a<!B df 
'congrelsi prohibited the carrying on foe fiave trade for the 
fupply of forei^ nations^} and that every iiidtyiduad jftat^ 
except perhaps Georgia, had eithn aboIUhed pr fiifoehded fob 




m 


preteirt he fof^fed .would never ceafe fo M 
there remaiti^ k fiiii^Ie nation upon forth, .by tl&* (Jive 
tralire yiias carried 6n; and Great Britain' was ^p. W’t%J^ df 
all the countries on earth, •^rc Ihc ofuehtto‘i?«'the fofom^ 
indee^of jufticekhd hun^h’y. ^ 

Much 
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Much hstd been fald by an honourable baronet, who Tpoke 
«ariy in the debate, concerning the caluotniee which it was 
iatd had been circulated againft the Weft Indians^ and the 
cruelties which had been charged on them* Every great 
caufe inuft have warm and over eager adherents, but he ap¬ 
pealed to the Houft, whether he had not himfelf uniformly 
abftained from every thing of that nature, and when mention->> 
ing particular a^ of cruelty which bad gone unpunifhed, if 
he had not guarded againft any inferences being drawn from 
thefe individual cafes, as to the general treatment of the ne- 


But what he had always inllfted on as being general, and 
what no man durft deny, was the various evils necelTarily at¬ 
tendant on a ftate of fiavery, and that degradation to which 
they were reduced below the dignity of moral agents. Of 
this indeed, the honourable gentlemen thcmfelves aftbrded 
abundant proofs at the very inftant when they were oppoiing 
him, andib accuftomed were they, from their Weft Indian 
habits, to confider thefe poor creatures of a fpccics inferior to 
their own, that in fpite of all their prudence, this fentiment 
would break forth when thf;y would leaft of all wi(h it to dif- 
cover itfelfl ** He was not a blacker a coloured man, as was 
hdfty reported, faid one honourable gentleman, but a white 

man. *’ ** Are not the Haves, faid another honourable gcntle- 

mao, well fed, and fulHciently cloathed and lodged f’* Whut 
dieo, £iid Mr. Wilberfbree, are thefe the only claims of a 
landottal being ? Are the feelings of the heart nmhing ? Is in- 
selk^al and moral improvement nothing ? Where too, is 
hnnily endearment and ibcial intercourfe, and the confciouf- 
neft Of independence, and willing fervices, and grateful Ni> 
turns, and above all, the Cultivation of knowledge, and the 
light of religious truth, and the hope full of immort^^. So 
hr then from thanking the honourable gentleman, on the part 
of the flaves, for his feeding and cloathing and lodging, which 
were talked of, he muft proteft againft the manner in which 
ftrev were mentioned, as degrading man to the level of brutes, 
and infulting the higher properties of our nature. 

An honourable friend of his had however expreHed his wifh, ‘ 
that this motion had been fufpended till the tetmination of tt;te 
war. There was fomething not a little proyoking^in thedry, 
calm way In which gentlemen wera apt to fpeak cf the ftift'er- 
ings o/cuhers. Sufpended! the work of death fufpended 
in Africa ? Were all the miferles of that devoted country 
ftifpended ? Had they not been gi^ng on as he had fbewn, ftven 
In an aggravated de^ee, he theicibre could not fed himfelf 

'*■ at 



1 -A. 19.J WOOPFALfS PAlt.HAM£NTARy»SFO».TS, tij 

at liberty to fuQiettd his motion:), or iot >to delay hts 

endeavours to rsfeue that inuch>4itjuivd odtoti^ from the op» 
prclfion under which it groaned. ' * 

It waa impotfible for him to Wkhotkt adverting to 

what had fo properly fallen from learned friend (Seijeant 
Adair), in the roncliifion Of hii cawellcnt fpeech* With 
him, Mr. Wilberforoe fuid, be tnuft beallowiedto aflt, what 
man who believed a fuperintending providence, and a moral 
governor of the world, could dare to lemd hit aid in the pre» 
lent cfrcttmilances of this country) to the fupport of a 
lyftem, which, even by its advocates, was conh^ed 
c'ontianr to the rights of huanan nature, add the laws of God. 
Mr. Wtlberforce eamelHy nlrefled this topic on the attention 
of the Haufe, and conjUrea them in an ^Igency like the 
prrient, not to tnfult the fMbearance of 'libatren, and pra£ti- 
callv difclaim every hope of riie dfvine fitvour. 

'Pbe Houfc divided o«i Geners^ Tariettm's tn(>lion fbr an 
adjournment. The nttwbm were. 

Am, - 67 

' n 


hn, 
AWf. 


Jtlajorityf a6 

The oiIgiiMl motion was then put canio^ A Cont' 
mittec was appointed to draw up bill. 

Ad)OU(ned at ten o’clock. 






HOUSE OF U)mJS, ' 

Friday^, 19, , 

Their Lordlhips rereived a r^rt from the Cesnmiuee for 
liquidating die natioual debt, and ai^ouraed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Ftldoiyt Feh, r9. 

The Cranford Bridge Road btU was lead a third time. 

MUlTAfty O^FtCttlS IN t^lMA. 

Gener^ Smih faid,* he had a motion eo make* vrhich, he 
apprebended, w<odld meet with no oppsdhitMiu He had often 
had oduulicm to mention <tn Houle* ^e Rate of tlie mill* 
tary oflSeem In the ftTVic|‘<w the Eaft India Company, and 
endeavoured to diro^ th# IWtieiition of gentlemed to the 
hardfhips they Uboufed The right honmirabie gen« 

tlcman at the head of the board, fbr the management of fnJia 

Vol. III. Q, -ffatrs. 
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affairs, hal^' tBuch ,io his, hohoiir^ fnWreffed Kimfdf in the 
bufinefs; iiUtrtit ai? spplicifcld*^'to 

officers to the Court of liKjTSiai^i tnet lOirii fuccefs. How- 


to.mstkcj had no oth$f^; 




n to fht? ^ appeal 



',Vk,, ♦ 


he met ited for 'flc* ffiereforc, 

lubved, “ ITrat t^^ be^li|i^re"ttee,^H 

feirt by tbe:£-a{lbiii^^’^tnpany to tlte^i^Wibus PrHi-* 

“ dtnWtes irt'Lrdia^' iJjic fwy and furovrison to be 

“ ■ htade, for -thB 

Mr;. Sxfretai-y.^umas fenfe of the compli¬ 

ment paid him by <he hoftemrt^g^tfemaRi afiured him; 
that he fe^., 3 i<wer render hirn, or to any 

other .gentt«bia;vthe triburte^dtidtOieheif tJient. 

■ The motion :pidi^ unatiimotBfly. 

■'.' VOTE 0 ¥ 'CR'f.piT.',', 

’ • . * . < 

On thet^rder of- tbe day for thfc third ,of the report 
on thevbtehf credit bill being read, for granting to his Ma- 
jclly .tbe'ft^ of ?, 5 O 0 , 0 p 6 {> the Speaker put thcr 4 ucftion, that 
the repoi%^ nOwj'oa.d a third time. ; 

_ Mr. <?rey rdfe, ana. fkid, behad fome fenotis obieiElions to 
make ^,it. A vote of. he obfrrvcd, w^ always in- 

tfc!l:^d th provide fer./ttcbvb^spgchcies as a dcfi^ericy in the 

li^'d .ijiiprhi^ed f*>r„ of 

whicH'Wbfc r^|:;^k^n or V(5i;in®.4^,f}|,pplics.: ,If 

' ^shtVt^|^,i(OTd.inde^;pIways had ,jr 

as, fate; a pe^od of tbe/e^^'^lts .poffibld:. ;-'|ik'b^-, 1 whttght'' 
fotward^.jjierdfore, at this ^y period, iTiade fesmijH^^ that 
th^rc w^i ;mo much irufh in fiamething he had *m th# 
fubje^l of the ptffilia ^^pebjJi tore, vi*. that 
the fums grarited, fhw of the es^teoces of the year tyi^.' 
had not yet bcoq difeSar^^ 

went to piiy,tbedeficjcaei^Sf«i4i|:y4f*-'>^i<?sM»^<^>'A^Jei'e^ 
fore,; thaj :tfec, m^ey 
intended h reateto proyide.;’%, 

Houfb-<jf'Commfe;|jad,^ be^ 


.i. 



tll^^yy, the #/i'#a£fer4' 


id, all in aniar,,,■'. ja:,e 
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the fa< 9 t, an,de 3 i^^tecl them, to, be- 

tore they prccipijtasdy voted/.^e^^dit. would not di- 
re£ily negative the Bill, oof'Cv^Rl^e ^ of the Houfe 
upoti it, but wifhed fomeitititt:, t»r 

leaft the di^f^ of it :tjkcd to fom^j profpe£live 

fervice, By, Ibme jpro'vifidp;i\-; 4 ?c-ieonf!^ed,,,that the 

vote of flibuld not, h^^iee heei^jought q kaft, 

till Avbat was called theJQtQ»ortti<^ ^aper^iiati beenfeen ; and, 
hcconckided byvmbvipgiiof the re¬ 
port be a^oortMjd. to this day.ih^^wedks.** . 

j,., Mr, admitted, that:k,was W general’ufual tod Jay the 
vote of credit asf ate eft phi^tci .hd* rieverthclefs, could i.ot 
think that to be a resdintaWeigWi^Qn in,thj|jj,prcfe^ inftance. 
i,-Iis right honout*b)«; 4 l'kh 4 (5^<;<>,j?t«)» <v^holt: abknes he re¬ 
gretted, had, in openit^, t^^dgev tnentibned,; fptcificaUy, 
and obtained='the;;^« trf the vote ;Of credit, lo 

that the tkpe of iatrodticingk coidd not at all aiR:, 9 i it. in fafi, 
the earlier in ther lef&oo it was granted, the more open the 
{lii'poj’al of it was to the infpection ‘of the Houle. With rc- 
fpedf to the arrirats of the difrerect fervkes, he believed that 
matter would ■ bh--brought before Parliament in' a regular 
manner, and an opportunity would Toon offer for djfcuiling 
the fubjeA; it Was 'to be remarked, however, that it had 
been the’ (^ftant practice to fatisfy the dcF.ciencies .of one 
year with the grants of the oihef j , and whether it was done 
out of the efttraated fupplics, or tlw 'vote of cf edit, wa.s fumly 
of little cofifetjoencq . He rcgret^qd .thatidJe honourablcgen- 
tdemaiV’h^.d 'ndt^Th&fttioried it at'.mv .carlkr Wagt:, and hoped, 
that as gre^t<0'ibuljle and iactimvefttence mighratlfc fro.tj dc- 
lay,^'hd‘w^^'y•lmtprefs■his\mbtion.■'■'' 

be was glad to hear the matter taken 
..up as it'fey hi.s hom>urg,ble friend \ with regret, he jnid, 
he .had'too o&eri obfefved fums of gfeat.magnitudc voted in 
. Houfes hardly full cnojig^f for the pa0mg of a turnpike bill; 
and idtq;priMeitt vbk bdjfe''brotlgh 5 t forward To early was well 


dcfer%ig dilt-ettfiOA wof parliament; yet 



would; be iri- 

>Ciifked‘^‘'dqlay,'''tb 5 dl lh<f;|ibMic oacht^'^^^hbw what.that in- 
1 ‘offltVChichce'’wAS^ in matters re- 

Ijw^ii'n^dheir 

' ^2 Mr, 
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Mr. Roje fakJ, ncrf ^mean theri te«nter into any 

detail, he had only; iaid thatvatv-i^onveniehce might poiOibly 
arife.'' ■' - 

The motion of Gif^y s^^.negai:ived, and the original 
ihotion was carried'.,' »■'- 


> ^ ^ 

V > >V • 


f% A < 
\ 

k 9 


. STATE OP^HE SATiON. 

' < 

Mr. Or<^made tb«fo 1 |^iag ? 

** That chc mhttoy .pf the I-ottwry, from 

of'Septazaber, *795, of Dernwher,'betvld.on 

^hlck ' ' ' ' , 

That the amooftt df the fttnw paid'^sS tlce^ite of Cteiiltfoi* th# y^r 179^ 
be lud 0ptablpa ^ r,’ ' 

" That amount of Ac f for the PuWic beiVice* from 

the fourteenth of June to the ^ 4 ^^w ’!&eptc<Rbsr, 1795, 
table. ‘ • ' 

if ' ‘ ^ , 

*• ^hittbeaniottfttof fums lifucd $CFrthe;fetvlce of the Civil Li&i from Jane 
the futtirteenth to the twelfth or Soptemher, 179^ belaid on the table*** 

Which motions were feverally J^^rced;tdl 

Mr. Smith rofe, am! *cxprcll^ ,a wife that preparatory 
to Che intended conlideration of the late loan, feme accounts 
of the pfices of flocks,feould be laid on the tahtc; but how to 
accomplife that ob}e<S in due form, by the orders of the Houfe, 
he did no knew’, unlefs gentleipen would allow the jraper con- 
tatniag it to be made ufe.of'RS authentic ; lie was aware that 
h^ouild t»at regularly move to have it laid upon fee table. 

*The C^etnetUor, of the Exchequer fa id, it was rafeer extra- 
ordrnajy K» hear -an honoarable gentleman, afel' admitting 
that a particular paper copld apt regul^ly bd laid upon the 
table, tlcfire feat tnat paper feoiiH he allowed to' be uled as 
aothentjc. As to any ufe fee paper might be ofihr ibe prac¬ 
tical purpofes of argunaen^ be'conceived that the fubjecl of 
it was public enough,; and feat there would be many'meni- 
bera competent to iteftify-fec poupt to the Houfe. , 

Mr. Smith fuggefted feat the price Of ftbeks might be a'fctfr*- 
tained by ordinary tranio^ittjfrom the bank. 

CheaiulUr if ' the .^iht^uer ri^y^' feht if the 

trardcripi^r^ afl feejaccouna in fe^batiiSi: wero £# fee 
bifoufe. the hoiabM^le gendetiijiin woU^d feid’ tf ’ ^dipcuJf to 
extract fecpricife'’j5d‘-^[c^|^s\at'"4 my'gtvcft;.rifec;iho 
office from wfai<;^ fucb accmints^ fhuld^idjiite but* 

hsa praflic^ fohn^tionlfeaf^iipi^^ it WRs probtfe^iri; 
the tourfe of difeuffion he miifeV jlofficient ihrormitfbti 
"in th«, Houfe, re 4 sc<^g ti^'b£'any'given' 
time* 


T»E.tT- 



t 
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‘WI^Tminsta® TOL:if:js 

. . e ' 

' '«% ' ''it ‘ . >*'' ’ ' ‘ j 

Mr. Burten faid, he had a njotio^, it© fubinit’tb the Houfr, 
for the purpoft; of conunqlng an4.ra^ii^^.p2f^a^nt the Weft- 
mtnfter Police Bill^ tybicli wss ft)^ to, expire. Hetherefors 
moved that the Bill he fsUd, . He thdn* -lit order to poffiifs the 
Houfe of the true merits of that eftfcred at l^gc into the 
ftate of the tnagiftracy pf Wcftininl|^, .as jt'iftood previous to 
the adoption of that o^cafore. .'J'h9;4^>pdud:9f. the magiftrate* 
be/aid' fuch as obtained ftrf the name of trading 

juilices} being mail of little (ir no property, and theif pil^7 
cipal dependance fpr fuppt^ hpwxg 00 of their office^ 

they, for their own emolument, put in pra^lict; every dc- 
teftable a/f, to, excite i^it,,J«i*ye,jTal ijfiril of litigation aiiion| the 
lower order of people, aiar.tpwgaJJ tbeir bail paffjqns, kindling 
anirnoflties between them,^aijd them at vai Lance. Tfa:s 

Bill had been brought io, tq remedy, that npiifchief, and had 
adually produced^the.,.doited egc^. 'The juftices had no 
Jongtrany ternptath^ as tvas the cafe formerly, to prqoilote 
litigation, or iacrea^ the number of theives; for, hdwet'er 
numerous the caXifes tried, or the flieives conviifed, bhe re- 
w^aid was the fame,' the jullices had a ftipulated falary, as a 
remuneration for O 0 iqiatirig. A comp.arilon of the bufinefs 
done at the different offices formerly and fince the paffing of 
tins Bill, would give the Houfe ample, proof of its ialutary 
eill'ifts. The ta-ading juftices had received every complaint, and 
encouraged, every ^rqfs complaint by way bf retaliation, and 
thereby irtet^taied^ number of waf'rantsj/.ecognixahces, See, 
to an enqfmqii?'aipount. Tte number of recbghiasstpce's in 
two years,; prj?,vi6us to the pfefent' Bill, were lib fcfs: than 
21,^31., in'/w© ywrs fudeeeding this eliabiiflinfent, they 
were, reduced to one-third. Under the former eftablifhments 
tlmnuinber^qf ..thole eomtiiitted and difeharged for want of 
prqfefcutien'qr evidence was 7,ooq in one y«r. Under the 
prelent id the ibllqwing" jj^’ear, there were nq 

more t'hah 206.^’... 



dd,.^ \^-li*cb8diblc as ijf triight aj^-ar, it 

w;w,;i5^yef,ffi<%fe-R^4lh4' tjitat £iiiey ’dri^c<|f;''iftwii the nrioft poor 
and miiet^lc wedt^cs hi focicty a fup^ Whktf S« faved by the 
pref^t ejiUbliffimoh^ hpif'^efs than hx ffioufand pounds 4 



the leaft Me to W*^4w <^pcri%;nce they ' bad of the 

parky 






t .. . '■ f * 
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fiirity of tfec ^.dmf^^ationiMfCOnrcquence of its 
operation, of tlie^^ippre%m of the jifcpredations on the 
properties, anii the perfons of the loynrer, ortiej s 

which prevaijed terore^^iii^p^_^ui«icn he w^s confident that 
. the reafons fpr nialntaioit^^twercrje^deted maifputablc by the 
falutary eiFeiS it had I^e, djsrdbrci moved.** 'Fhat 

** jeave be given to wiBijari a to,continue ,;Md- rciidtr per- 

“ manent tne Weftt^fteV Police ^ablilhnient:,^*, ■ - 

Lard IVtlliam ^.ihat :he wp.ttl4.,fi^ai:c very fhortly 

the feafons which induc^hijih to give his negativfe;te» the pre- 
lei^ motionj, It, had, rcfifted upon its tirif iptroduiUon 
by an honourable geptlcman (S3xi If^indham) no longer on 
that of the Houfe, and ^iame afgumcats that formerly 
had been ufed femained the or were eathor ihetigthencti, 
when the duration of t^e;^di^;w^,ppnfidcre4»At hrft it had 
bwn oa3,y defended upon, the pica ^iwccility, jind of tnc dan¬ 
ger that afofe from die numbers of robberies.ajid fimilar dc- 
pr^atiens. In the time df war rObb^r^ yr-we generally Ififs 
frequent than in time or peace, b^eauCe idle and the dif- 
Iblute were preifed on board the nary,, or tnlilled in the army ; 
with this adyantage, it was notorious that,robberies were never 
more frequent than they pad been finee fhi palling, of this a£f. 
The patronage of the crown was increailcd by it, in a very un- 
cqrnroori degree, and in a very exceptionable nialuier.* The 
perfons who enjoyed thcoffice of jullices were appointed bv the 
ctowR, removeable at and naturally poheffed a great 

influence over the people^ which nxkht be cjaeited whenever 
governpicnt miglft chufe ipdireiS:. T^hc jlfd^f conferred 
a power upktKiwn to thccon(Ktution,as, by jthq c^..«f .i».,fingfo 
individual, arty man in, dj^. kmgdp*®. takes, up. as a 

vagrant or ,pick-pocke^ ahdth*i^ be cjqjok’d tp. ill ,,the l^rprs 
of imprifonment. It encouraged perjury i 
it was dilHcult to cqftvt^ a .perfon of that crime, wq, Jliy. ijSai 
means tended to iei^ the inpral vehefation and i mpofmg .fos*, 
lemnity of ati oaih. Th* K^hjch the oc^afioi-iiii, 

was]ikewifc,,^<fefcrvh^.ii^^!focjq|t|,,att<^fW 

therefore, his iordHUp yr^ ;^Qpild';rtb ,'^'c, and 

^xroM tike every opi^tum^! fo. 

T/aif S^£t;eiary .M,LVin; fard, ^jhe,.;<fboi514 
ftkni'.'on.thd fubfoil, 
tlie noble lord.',' It waisitfue he,hi^ 
fixW mti;odu£tio»;in, a 'gi^alriSiiyi hi'i 
• 'a^cr had heCh ^^&t .which, a,ny'.map,^^' 

epnimitted as a yagrars t*^a ttie fuigleoa^, 

W w individujd. Updn tl^t his'oi^wiohs .were not fc- 

' ■ moved, 
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moved, and his general fenu'meats of tbeBiH were not altered. 
XV'hat he hiad thought of it formerly,^ lie Ifeught Hill, It was 

firft propofed only «s an expemnettt^'.Which to have 

perfeflly fucceeded, and upon'tfaattea^^jence (teW^s of opi-‘ 
iiion that it ought to be cotitintteli; ’liW'perfens who exercifed, 
the office of juftice of the peace uWfet'I'^' weTe men of the great-r 
eft retpectability, fomeOfwham hepei^iiMlly fcnew,ami others 

by character, and he w?s convinced that they' al|[ difeharged 
their duty wiih the utmoft JldeHty aiiS attenti6n. It was ovi- 
dent that the police'of the itietitj|»olis ha^ 'been improved 
bj^ the adf. It was nodoubt ttuC patrondge was anne*asl= 
to the crown.by it; buteyery triJafiire of a fimibr nature 
would have the fame effe^,' abr yras.this confide rat ion to be 
put in competition with tire a^antagebf a regular, refponfiblc, 
vigilant hhd active police.Bjv^.Jvhen the former juftices 
fubftftcd the fame compIaln'ti'W ip’fthehce was pfed. Tisc 
partial evil was over-ruled irt thcicbniideration of the aggre¬ 
gate good that refdlted from the meafure.; and'this circum- 
ftance had, in'hfis'jadgraehf, an implicit influence. Upon 
the whole, be wa^ perfuaded the meafure was ufeful, and 
though he fliould be glad the claufe. he excepted to could be 
removed, yet his objedfion on that account was not fiifljcient 
to induce him to reje<51:a plan which had already produced tl.tf 
inoft beneficial 

General Smith faid, that he objciled to the Bill,.bec 3 ufc it 
gave great influence to the erbwh j and with refpevt to the 
ahufes atnongft the trading jufticbs, :*hio. thought it was payin|f 
no compliment to t^e crown, or tb the lord lieutenant of the 
thsunty, to atoit-tniat tiich notorious abufes exifted i, becaufe 
the CT&vrd h^ ih* | 3 (hwer of nambying the trading ;Junl^s, on 
application, improper conduit in the execution ol'^iheir 
duQ^, and if^^f^hincrng other perfoto in their ftcad; ihe fault 
theihlfofehj^iB gbyeriunent,^ and not in the infiitudon of the 
<)ld',p(>liee, ''Ti^re way alfo another rcafdh why he objctfled 
ftroj^y toi the t^fure; there vyere tsyp Bills lately jialled, 
Wlhcij;g 4 vfigre^t;ppW« 5 f to magiftr«es,^^ix>hK^ the exercifii 
ofacpmliitutioi^ be, therefore ob* . 

Se mag,under, the 



■ w,,ats 6 h 0 ttji|^; find’ juftices' 

yvhd'il^bu'ld a view 


to gam 


'In L,, , 

'' '' J . *i'>t V 
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refpecliibiUtjrb?<:a0^Jifftfces‘'of<he peace,'bfecatifc of the in¬ 
fluence and reff^ .wtech it’gaiaed thm in "the county, and 
the <3uty wlucT»:^ey fek j^bein^ves bound to perform, of en¬ 
forcing the <^s jujftictftound foeir cffat6s j the bufinefs of 
; a city required foinuc,bj|*ieft|fori and ai>plicati however, that 

aien of fortune could flbtlw prevail^, Upon to enter iitto the 
employment. The great obje^ Uras foiBnd prpper mag’ulratcs 
and tjhey could pot be ffcpcuredl bpf by making the fituation 
relpdable. A$ to the ef^iice be di^ed entirely with the 
gentlemen op tlife othefr: jTtot, arid cht^ght the falarics of the 
-irjwfttces too final!, Was he convinced that they veers 

..lb, that oivaft^ieoccafombe intended to move for their ih- 
cmafe.. " ' 

Mr.-i3<7«jf/«r BnzvJ^ dj^lsurd, heajeverbad heard a more 
irtconflftent obje&ton a;^h& a public meafure than that 

of the honpurablogcneriat to the BiU j he ftated lirfl, that the 
J^merjuftices wetofoptoch in the power esf the crown, that 
ibey miglit have;'been removed ^and replaced ®^the option of 
■the crown; and yet the chief obje^iori ,«fbieh be had made to 
the prefcnt fyftem of Wefteinfter poKcr/was, that it would 
leave the magiftrates at the difpofal of bis Rfajefty’s tninifters. 

-bdlt,.jl&riVtf Robit^an oppofsd the motion. There was no¬ 
thing, he faid, to Vecommend it to mimllrers, except as it was 
the m<ift corrupt teftablifbment which could poflibly, be infti- 
tiited. • Corruption was, evidently the cement and principle of 
jdje‘prefent adminiftration,^4i^ he declared that he fhouJd not 
be afto^ilbed to hear dtat; foe Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
Older to gain the Jpf'p # ihe magiftrates, had .^ven each of 
'them afljceof the'foaii; V ,■ 

Klr*'^xiaid be was forryifoatfoc t^i^fboifoocable gentfe- 
roan bppoute, to him, if Mr. Windham ) fo ■ tobd^y ^altered 
\M& r^injon of foe prefeot tneidUre. He teui forn^riy of^fed 
foe BiH» but the c^je^ion which- ho/then, fo' powjdrfol^^ 
fjflfcd upon bad at' foU ’ds^„decfcaled' in impoftance^, .and.he 
.was re^y tocompfdmifcfoofeprkKripicS of jufo'cc be had fo 
Ikrongly urge^, to acifoyddenee wbicb hehad jteci(te(i^ began 

'to dtfcbVer-, lie 

'-.-had have 

•.;wi>feh'-fefuite4f:i;iffe: -his^ 

.,«^Mcb it<on'f<si!y^-'#b^''fob.d'f0w^ W^rto'bifflVa iii- 

■'<^^lSI[|||^t»niequd^- '''f^eviisould^t entef iiito.a ,cotbjN^^yhP''b^ 

.cSrnwii' 'yfaEa 

, jicrc,afcd,. or'foe.y@f%hSaf .foeJnftatfoes-I' 

^^igjis'to fosicit appe^ ■» ww 'sc- 


H t 
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ccifioii was harJly dcfcrvir.g of obfcrvation. He, however, 
was of a diiJereiit opinion. He thought th.it fo much was 
dciivcd fiom the money tranfaitions to which the ftate of our 
finances gave life, fo much from the creation of new offices, 
that every addition fhould be carefully watched and iinrJy op- 
pofed. Sorry he was to ft-e that lately the ufclefs appendage 
of law clerk to the Secretary of Starfc\s office had been re¬ 
vived, and bertovved upon a perfon for whom he had a high 
pcrfonal refpetSt, a confidcr.nifjn which he would not allow to 
influence his judgment ot the tranfaclion. Had the Bill in 
queibon faccccdcd in ic5 object ? He fhould be happy to hoar. 
that it had, though he fhould at the fame time be lomewhat 
lurprifcd if fach a declaration were made. Had there been 
anv dccreafc in the number of robbeiics ? On the contnny, 
they were heard of every day, and fome of them of the nmlr 
atrocious nuturc. 'I'hc war, terrible as its genera! cflcCls 
might be, produced one good effeef, v!z. that it diminifhed 
the number of profligate and difordcily perfons in the metro¬ 
polis, and to this be attributed any improvement th.xz 

iiud appeared. The ciimimnEon of the number of recogniz¬ 
ances, though true, did not prove, that robberies were lefs 
ficqucnt. Some part of his objection to the Bill, Mr. Kox 
laid, wotii'Jbe remov^'d, if the tlaul*. rdativc tj commitment 
on the oath of any ind,viduV. wcie ondtu d, tliouyh th*s wouKl 
by rio means recoil' 'b- him to the fp.rn of the Bill, tvn 

of the influence of th^' crt>wii would 1 cmani an obfcUion wfuci: 
c^>uld notcafily bcobviucd. The metropolis was iinporiaiir, 
as It lu fume mcafure ferved to guide the op-inion ul th'* reff ot 
the country, and therefore fhould be guarded Irom influence. 
Every mode of adminlftring julfu'e addl'd moic 01 lels to tlic 
influence of the crov/n, hut die police m a particular man¬ 
ner. it w'ould he hiuhiv tleilrJde if the lord licurcfi.'.at ul the 
county of iViiddlcfcx cou:d be made a iclpunliule chwtracler, 
and appointed to fuperintend the cond*ui ol the iullicc;. That 
office was unoccupied when the Bill fljll palFed, but was at 
pfLi'ent held by a perfon of the lughcil ch.Aractcr. He was 
iorry he had not heard the opening of the honourable gentle¬ 
man who made the moiion, as he could nocknov/ the grounds 
on which he jccomuicnclcd the meafurc ; but, if he ibued 
that the number of ri)bberie5 was dimimfhed, he couid net 
fubferibe to au opinion flf comiary to appearances, he might 
almoff fay to fuels. Even xycre that the calc, however, be 
could not affent to flic jlilif Some (jtlu-r mcalurc5 michc he 
tb.uught be devifed to attain the l;i me end, without being i:ablc 
to the fame objcdtions. 

Vol. III. 1706. F 7 ??c 
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7hf (^tmceller of thf.Mxcbe^uer he felt hlmfdf induced 
• 5P order to fay a wo^ds in anifvi'er to foule ob- 

fervatidns vrbich liad' ftfllen idiirihg'Ae debate ; and what he 
had to offer fhould be ftat^^hb ^hat calmnefs yrhich the na- 
ritre fubjefibrequiredi He thought, that after what had 
^en'frdm did learnra gebHetnan vtdi'd imde the motion, little 
ithpr^on could be made u^n the Houfe by xvhathad fallen 
from Ae right ho'hourable/^gMdemait'^ho'laboured under the 
pcc^r. inconvclHence ‘ to anfwer arguments 

wb i^‘bc. nsiJ not heard j ,i^vby die bopdurable gentleman who 
■’ preceded him^.nb^witKfbdiding the extreme'warmth’which he 
had'ihtrdditccd mtb the' tu'bjedt.' 'The right hbnOurable gen¬ 
tleman began his jlpcech' by edroni^ing, Tn rather a high tone, 
upon fhe patronage given by. this, bill to mihiffers; and in 
this he followed the example of tbe honourable gentleman (Mr, 
Rdbinfon),'who had contended. In a very fiecullar ftrain of 
eloquence, that corruption was Ac foie obje£l of adminiftra- 
tion. To this Ipecies of eloquence, he certaiidy could not 
make any reply. If gentlemen were inclined to argue this 
queftion of patronage more at large, and whether the influ¬ 
ence of Ae crown was increafed to that unprecedented de¬ 
gree which they chbfe to ffate, hefhould be very ready to meet 
the difeuilton. 

Leaving that topic, however, he would advert to the bill 
itfelf. Upon which he begged to ftate, that if It was impofli- 
ble to protect the lives and the properties of his Majefty's 
fu.l^£b without the effabliih'ment of a police, in Ac hands 
of a niagiffracy to be appointed by the crown; and if it was 
found, by experience, that by not' giving falaries to thqfe juf- 
tices, the patronage of the crowri was greater, in'd Ae dittrl- 
btttipn of juftice lefs perfect; and if all Ais were true, and he 
Aought it could not be doubted, furely the ^opriety of pafT- 
ihg the bill muff be apparent. It certainly was not 'pofllhle 
to have a magiftracy that were hot in fume, degree 'or other 
dependent upon the crown f and therefore, apeo^idiog,to tlw 
afgumenis of Aofe gbnttej^n, maigiflfifoy,,mdft'bS ^fogether 


proved of thelyftem elublifoi^ by tflisf a<^, had 
fomc other Ihould bb adopted } ibut^d he Jiih 

mb re .lik ely to he cffe^ual ?-~No. Then 
' to -a fyftem of ■'Which''',lhad 

years experience, Aan fo^ rejedt'iV, ihlfcnes of ^ndi' ' 


lijM 

m 






heca brought in, thif Very impeifeia ft^^ magiflrahy 

‘ of 
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of the city of Wcftminfter was generally known and com¬ 
plained of.' • It was certainly in ?he power of the Crown to 
leave them out of the commiillon } but though they might 
difmifs them, yet it was not very eafy to find others to fupply 
their places, unlefs by the adoption of fotne fuch ^an as that 
propofed. ' , 

An honourable gentleman had iaid, that government did 
wrong in not difmiffing thofe magUIratcs ^againft whom, com¬ 
plaints were made ; that very argument proved, that the for¬ 
mer magiftracy was dependent upon government, and thas’this 
bill did not make the jufiices more fo', an4 that being men 
of bad characters, they were more likely to be fubfervient to 
government. As to the claufe refpedting reputctl thieves, it 
was not a material part of the BHl, as far as related to the 
magiftracy. That was an important point. He had not 
made up his own opinion upon it; and he hoped gentlemen 
would not haftily take up an opinion upon the fubje-ift. 

With regard to the efFeCl of this bill, he could only fay, that 
fince its palling, admitting even to the gentlemen on the other 
jide that the number of robberies had not decrcal'ed, yet the 
linaller crimes were confiderably diminifh^, as appeared from 
the returns of the commitments. He thoUj-ht the gentlemen 
on the other ftdc had’ no right to fuppofe that the prefent ma- 
giftrates were under the influence of the crown, becaufe it 
was remarked that, upon great points, the inhabitants of VVest- 
minfter had been more adverfe to minifters than in any other 
part of the kingdom. 'J’he magiftrates had certainly therefore 
not influenced the minds of the people in favour of minifters. 

He concluded with faying, that as the morals of the people 
depended upon the police, it became a very ferious fvibjeCl for 
confideratibn. The bill appeared to him to hold out the beft 
plan yet devifed : and therefore lie fhould vote for the motion. 

Jhir, JUbinJhn faid a few words in explanation. 

Mr. Grey feid, that he could not help taking up the arrogant 
challenge which the right honourable gentleman had tiirown 
out in the beginning of his fpeech. He would undertake to 
prove, that the lyftem of influence in the hands of the prefent 
mintftry was carried t(^ a height unknown in any former pe¬ 
riod; He would prove, that the revival of the office of third 
fecretary of ftate, and ih^crcation of other new offices, coit 
more than twice the fum which was faved to the public by the 
aS called Mr. Burke’s bi]],*which the right honourable sen- 
tleman had himfelf fo fttetiuoufly fupported. He ftated the 
aim of the police bill, and compared the eft'eOls of its pro- 
vifioDs with its avowed objeCl, and contended that it had not 

B 2 luc- 
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fucceisded,^ and that It was britMy dangerous, in point of in¬ 
fluence erpedally, when with fuch as thofc vidiich 

had lately been psd&d. '' 

Mr. Secretary Dundas fald, that at the period when the bill 
was Hrft introduced, uhiyerfal comp)aints prevailed of the 
danger of robberies, complaints that were every day made at 
tile Secretary oF,5tate*S office., none of which were at prefent 
heard of. He was furpnlcd tohear it faid, that no improvc- 
mrat in this 'rerpei^ had talcen place In the fituation of the 
metropolis. The right honourable gentleman bad alluded to 
atrocious robberies, but he' did not take notice that tbefe 
were no ways conne£lcd with the operation of the Bill, and 
were perpetrated beyond the jurifdiC^ion of the juftices. They 
would not complain, furdy, that the activity of the magif- 
trates had baniftied thefe depredators from the capital, and 
driven them in greater numbers to the country. It was in- 
difputable, that pickpockets and other perfons ot that deferip- 
tion, were no longer fuch nutfances to places of public refort 
as formerly, and that, in many refpedts, the ftate of the po¬ 
lice was improved. No-bad effc^s had refulted from the 
particular claufe, ^ainfl which fome objections were enter¬ 
tained. The oath was a folemn one, and it was not probable 
that it would be lightly taken. It had already tended to 
tlifpcrfe thofc aflcfnblies of pickpockets which had been for¬ 
merly fo troublelbme, and reduced them to the greatefl appre- 
henflon of the interference of the police ofheers. Much had 
been faid of the facility of devifing a plan frefe from fuch ob- 
je«5tions as the prefent; fmee, however, no plan had been 
offered by the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox^, who 
was bound to c’o every thing for the accommodation of his 
conflituents, and whole abilities qualified him fo eminently to 
pci'form it, had it been pradlicable, it was a convincing proof 
that 1)0 fuch plan could be fuggefted. He would therefore 
fupport the motion. 

Mr. Ala'inwaring (aid, he had been the perfon who had In¬ 
troduced the claufe which was obnoxious to many gentlemen, 
but for which he confidered himfelf entitled to credit: there 
were a fet of thieves who went into public places in the view 
of the officers, and declared they had as good a right to go 
there as any body elfc. Where Vas the law, they afked, 
which could reach them ? The confequence was, that thefts 
were daily and nightly committed, which it was impoffible 
to prevent; and they appeared in fuch numbers, that it was 
dangerous to go to aiiy place of public divcrfion ; when the 
a£l paffed, the fraternity was diilblved, and a few having fince 

apjjearcd 
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appeared, they were taken into cuftody, by which means a great 
public nuifaiice bad been removed^ ^ 

Leave was then granted to bring in the bill. 

GAME LAWS. 

Mr. Coh moved, that the Houle do refolve itlelF into a 
committee on the bill, for the proteSion of game. 

Mr. 'JoUiff ’e laid, he thought it fevere, that, by this bill, a 
gentleman mould be prevented from killing his own game ; 
for that reafon he would vote againft its being committed. 

Mr. Curwen faid, it was by the bill only intended to poft- 
pone the ufual day for the commencement hf the killing of 
game, to protect the corn of the farmer, 

I'he motion being carried for the commitment of the bill^ 
thp Houfe was counted out. r 

Adjourned to Monday. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, February 22. 

Several private bills were received and read, after which 
their Lordlhips adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Monday, February 22. 

Mr. Fox prefented a petition from a number of watermen 
plying below London Bridge, praying that the bill {or ma¬ 
king Wet Docks at Wapping ihould not pafs into a law. 

SLAVE TRADE. 

Mr. tVilherforcc brought in a bill for the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, which was read a firfl time, and ordered to be 
read a lecond time on Monday. 

LABOURING POOR. 

Mr. JVhitbread faid, he had on b former night given 
notice of his intention to bring in a bill for the relief of the 
labouring poor, on Tbefday laft ; on that day, however, he 
was prevented from aiteiwjjng, in confequence of indirpofition. 
In his abfence, he underftood, the ChaycelFor of the Exche¬ 
quer gave notice, that beJntended on Tuefday fe’nnight to 
move for a Committee of the whole Houfo, to confiCcr of 
.the poor laws. He w.is happy to find his Ipecch had that 
operation on the mind of the rignt honourable gentleman, as 

to 
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to induce him to take up a nKafure of fuch great internal po« 
licy. As it was more likdy to meet with fuccefs coming 
from fuch a quarter, than he could hope from his humble 
efforts, he Would conllgn it to the hands of the right honour¬ 
able geJitleman, promiung him his cordial alEftance to pro¬ 
cure it expedition in the adoption, and to render it efFe«uaI 
in its operation. He would not, in tbeprefent luftance inter¬ 
fere, but refign the bulincfs to the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer. After moving that the a£t of the 5th of Elizabeth, and 
thefirfl; of James II. be read from the journals, (which were 
accordingly done by the Clerk,) Mr. Whitbread concluded 
with moving, that they be taken into confideration on Tuef- 
day fe*nnight. 

DUTY ON PRINT^^D COTTONS AN® CALICOES, 

General Smitif wiflied to be informed, whether it was in¬ 
tended to bring forward the tax on printed cottons and cali¬ 
coes, as the bill had bi en pollponed repeatedly. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, that no duty would 
take place which could in any manner injure the cotton trade 
of this country, 

VOTE OF CREDIT. 

The order of the day for the third reading of the bill for 
granting to his Majefty, the fuins of 2,500,000!. was moved, 
and read. 

Mr. Grey faid, he felt it his duty to oppofe the third read¬ 
ing of this bill; he had oppofed the meafure in its firft ftage, 
becaule he thought it a precedent of the greateft magnitude, 
and iHie fraught with imminent danger to the conftitution and 
the laws of the country. He was the more inclined to op¬ 
pofe the bill in the prelent inftance, in the prefence of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and he hoped he would now 
give that explanation, which he underllood on a former night 
from the honourable gentleman, who moved the order of the 
day (Mr. Rofe), was alone withheld, in confequence of the 
right honourable gentleman’s abfence. 'I'hc intention of a 
vote of credit, Mr. Grey maintained, was to enable theking, 
during the period when the parliamei\t is not fitting, to de¬ 
fray any extraordinary expences that may occur, and which 
may not be provided for in the ufu*l and cuftomary eftimates 
of the year. The application of the fum voted on fuch occa- 
^ns to any debt previoufy contn<Clf.d, dcif.'‘oyed the original 
..intention of fuch a vote, and was a d mgerous innovation of 
the r'ght of the Houfe of Commons. He had taken the pains 
to examine the form and manner of former votes of credit, 

and 
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and he found, that from the yw 1756, , which was at the 
time of the war before thelaft, as well as during the Ame¬ 
rican war, no vote of credit was ever introduced till a few 
days before the end of the feffion. When the prefent vote of 
credit, therefore, was brought forward at this early period, 
and when dne-fourth of the taxes are yet to be provided for, 
he had ftrong reafons to fufpcA that the Houie was not called 
upon to provide for any prctfpeijlive incidents, but for paif oc¬ 
currences, j and he was the more flirengly conHrmed in this 
opinion by the declaration of the honourable gentleman who 
anfwered him on Friday fMr. Rofe), that delay would be at¬ 
tended with inconvenience. It -was not only with regard to 
the time in which this demand was made, that he was defi- 
rous to call the attention of the.Houfe, but to the magnitude 
of the amount. In the war of 1750, as well as in the Ame¬ 
rican war, no greater demand was ever made than for one 
million of money as a vote of credit; but of late, it had been 
the praclice to increafe that demand to the extravagant fum 
of 2,500,0001. This immenfe fum, or any fum to be voted, 
ought not, he maintained, to be entrulled to the hand of any 
minifter to defray expences already incurred, as its applica¬ 
tion was always intended to be of a profpedfive nature. f^He 
was, he faid, induced to call the attention of the Houfe to the 
magnitude of the fum, in confequence of comparing it with 
other votes of credit. In 1786, during the laft year of tlie war, 
there was never a larger vote of credit demanded by the mi¬ 
nifter than i,o00,00ol. during the American war there Was 
no one inftance ofa Jarger fum. In 1793, the prefent mi- 
ntfter demands 1,500,000!. In 179.1, he afks 2,500,000!. 
In 1795, he makes a fimilar demand ; and in 1796, he calls 
/or thb fame fum in a vote of credit. By granting money in 
this random.manner, the Houfe was depriving kielf of its pe.* 
cu^ar prerogative to guard the publick purfc, which made 
it lefs neceftary for, ininifters to be careful and accurate in 
their accounts ; and one confequence of requiring this money 
out Of thejufual epurfe by the regular eftimates, was, that it 
prevented jparli^tment from feeing fairly the expences of the 
war, which might induce them to accelerate a peace, at pre¬ 
fent fo. much the wifli of the country. Until the adminittra- 
tion of the prefynt'Chancellor of the Exchcqtier, fuch condutft 
Mr. Grey/aid, ,>yas unexampled and unprecedented. He 
would,, jri-the ptefent inftaince, move for delay; and if the 
fupikHes are not fufficiciit for the purpofe they arc defigned 

dt>wn to the Houfe auJ the 
mates Jn a tormal and co.iftitiitioral miinncrj that the pub* 
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lick may have roine idea of appropriation. He maintained* 
that minifters coiild jiot defend the bill, either on grounds of 
expediency or conftitutional duty; he therefore moved, by way 
of amendment, “ ,That 'Ae bill be read a third time this day 
three weeks.** 

7 heChancellar of the Exchequer faid, that the vote of credit 
was given for fuch extraordinary expences as might attend the 
war, and to enable his Miajeny to take inch Aeps as the exi¬ 
gences of the year may r«)uire. He believed with the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, tnat for a conliderable period the vote 
of credit generally paffed a few days before ibe prorogation of 
parliament \ v^en, however, it would be forefeen, that ex- 
traordJnaries would adhtnlly take place, it certainly was more 
proper fe> ftate them in the Committee of fupply and ways and 
means, and on an inquiry, it was found more agreeable to 
cifabitlh pretffdent then to wait till the clofe of the fclfion. 
Tlte prcfcnt mode, he could confidently afiert, was the bell 
fuited to ^ive parliament an c>j>portunity of that freehand open 
inveftigation, the wan of which the honourable gentleman fo 
much lamented. He readily admitted, that it 'was the way 
nioft proper, and leaft objedllonable, to find taxes to defray 
ail tj^c fams expended iii the courfc of the year when the debts 
were incurred, and not leave them as a dead load on the cn- 
fiung year ; and therefore he had, for a beneficial purpofe, in 
fome manner difFereJ from the mode which had lately ob¬ 
tained. He had ftated the vote of credit to the amount of 
2,500,0001. in the budget, as an article of fupply for the year, 
and he hid provided for it in the ways and means} it might, 
therefore, be applied or hot, as the exigencies of the cafe 
might require, like any other publick fund, while it wduld 
conftitutc a floating capital; this was better in dvcry'view of 
the fobjccl, than to leave it to increafe the unfunded debt to 
be afterwards provided for; that was alfo the-moft ebrredt 
mode of proceeding ■, and the pra^ice which-h* bad adojwed 
was the niofi ceeonomical, as it wa^' confidered better for 
both the oidinary and extraordinary fei-vice ;of ihe army to 
take the vote for both together, and fink ththtt dipf One com- 
tiion fund ; i: was found ferviceablc in thisrrfpo^, that the 
nioney of onC fervice rhighi not'be tdld^ and the furi^lus be 
paid out of the vote of credit, as it occurred; befidcs,'tliat it 
laved other expcnccs in the cofleitioii anc aji^tba!^<sn, which 
§woijld be incurred by feparating thelih^' *nT^, t^ith relpcdt 
principle and application, ^he way wfiich'bad at ykreftnt 
likained. Was leaft objcfiionable. He #omlcrcd, that the 
honourable gentleman Ihould make his objections on the third 

leading; 



Fs«. *i.] WOObFALt’S P VRWAMEKT \RY REPORTS. 

reading of the bill, when he certainly ha^ikn opportunity of 
difeuffing It in Its prior ftages.} it was ftated in the budget, 
and his Majefty had fent down a mef&^e, delivered in a fuJI 
Houfe: the fubjeft then was public, and could not have 
cfcaped the honourable gendetnan’s attention. If the njea- 
lure was therefore fo iRiproper, the honourable gentleman 
incurred the ch4rgc of .ncgicft in not bringing on Aibje^ 
fooner- ,. ,, 

Mr, Fiix faid,,lie thought the floufe was indebted tp hii 
honourable fnend for bunging his objei^ioi^i) forward, and 
although not tOAfter of the fubjedl, like him, he thought the 
\ote ot ciedic teq|uired more cxpldnation than it had hitherto 
received, to reconcile tjhe Houfe and the public to the mcafurr. 
The light honourable geiitVoian, he obferred, bad conlound- 
ci wlut WAS (tparate aod diftinjA, fpr he conAdcied a vi>’i> of 
credit ftated in a Committee of fupply as mpre ehoible, than 
when brought forward towards the end of the ieinpu, hut- 
objeded to it under pne pretence whiU* be applied it toptbcrsi 
A vote oi credit was to provide for, as had been ftated, 
pcnics incuricd when parliament was not fitting, and 
either applied to circumftaiKcs unforefeen, or intett<ied tor flic h 
as might probably occur; but if thpic was a piobabihty 
of applying it to any new fervice, the right honouiable 
gentleman ought to come down to the Houfe and ftare it 
Mr Fos declaicJ, he JJ nut fee lunv ih- vote of credit, and 
the eftimatc of the yc-w could be blended, without manifeft 
con^ulioo. With rclptuf to ar^iing the fiibjecl m the Com- > 
inittee of {iipply, he could h-\c no objcvlion, but he qouM 
not (ufter the money to be applied coniiary to tic purpuJes 
for which it was voted. The qwtftiun was, whether any un-» 
iorefeen exigencies tv>d occutred, and if fuch could ijut be 
provided for while Patliamcnt was airemblcd. If this were 
iipt the cafe, and if no new fcrvu'c occurred, (which, if it 
did, It certainly fhould be f^iecifirally ftated), then why dep.irt 
from the eftabliftied rule, m bringing foru'ard a vote of cre¬ 
dit uptil the jclofc of the feflion? The right honourable 
gentleman thought that a greatei advantage would accrue 
tiom tiukinjp;one fund,,of the eifimatts and vote of credit, 
th-iii having ^parate fmitlslie ufelefs, till the fervires for whicn 
they w«« peculiarly appropriated fhou'd need them. Hen? Air, 
Fox laid, he would ftnpp in to remind the light 

hoBOurahje gentleman, that in a vOic of credit, the money i$ 
not ifttiea till if is wanted ; and thoit for all the common 
cuirent cxpences of the year, the money ppipofelv piovidt'd 
arrordine to the given tftiniaies is indy. Any ptrfon wn iM 
, Vox.. III. 1796. b ri.ujk 
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thinVj from the right tionoiirahle geotleman’s Teeming regu- 
that none Or the .d<^itmentS were ever ;i) arrear. He 
%bis tob^ve/orgottco,"::that the ordnance is iii arrear, that 
the navy is iti arrear, that the' ciiTit lift is.in arrear, and in 
fttort, cha^ arrears - were'hever .lb .mu^, oompkined of as at 
prefent.. The.ftaff ha^ bocn provided'for "upoa the eftimates, 
hnd how was the :{ioa'ft; to tirinJc thb>prfiwiftoiis^h^: been ap¬ 
propriated. . Thtire officeb^ retomed '<rara afaroadi 

wJ^Oj'iincft rhe^yejar ^-Xy^i'.hivt not received aftngle fiitHiug. 
wbitld be 4 e 4 tofi^pofc ithatibere:«wsaspo kregalarity, 
reiSeribi the fadl^ and except) in .’a few 
parii^iar arrangeiaents'under Lord Moira, .there were arrears 
due t^i^ery officer , in the arqiy* > 'S^hus was an evil of the 
greateft; tnagnitude; produced, and the 'Houfc'of , Commons 
didL not oliijey. the laws of ^ek cojmtry, ;ff they permitted it. 
By (fhu, Jaws elftxhlifbcdi the accounts ought to be;Tfcparate, 
and the money appropriated to the life of eachparticiilar fer- 
yice Jcejft diftiaft. Did ,hot the prefirnt. tnode^ he would afk, 
ihs^.d. tOiC^fufion ? and did it not atib lead us tO' fuftcr the 
whole.of, what is voted to be expended in a' fttorter time, and 
Wjtb.greater wafteand extravagance, than it otherwife would 
he f > If die war went on. Parliament ought to know not only 

but the exadt iums of its expenditure, and that 

diftin^lly. 

..j'lt was intimated,, that the money was wanted immediately, 
howerer, he bade the Houfr to recollecf, that; a vote of credit 
.^as itever applied to the.'deftcreiicy of eftimates, and in that 
way he Contended, the prefent vote of .credit was neither con- 
ftfteht with his own opinion, nor the opinhan of his^bonburable 
friend, nor was it confiftcnt with the .laws -af' the country. 
And if fuch a fyftem were purfued, vicMt^t always 
to be iniOur prefent fttuation of arrear, where perfbns. haw not 
received the money which is due, and has been roMid to.theAi. 

Mr. Morris Rohinjpn faid a few words agamft.the motkm> 

' } 4 ^-,SiHrldaii iaftftcd, that if the anietuhtietftiWas) ttot/car- 
ried, it deftroyed that great conftituuonal ptinhiple which 
gave the Houfe of Contmons.a peculiar power'ovcr the pub¬ 
lic piirfc. If the principle laid doworby’the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer was admitted, he did nor fee any fecuricy that 
Parliament had for being convened,.. ^his was a jesloufy, of 
which the Hbvile.was juftjy proud, and therprhdkge. of.hold- 
yi.ng^thirpMrfe.wssiuch,. that if ohee forfi»tqd^ tt wotjild 4 e^d to 
4 oe!»{itabiB.fpin. «,lf tho fur pi us of the «ftim«ted>voteti’'waS mif- 

C^StpeeJibr of the Exche^bery;by laW and con- 
' ftttuttoP} wsk liable to the confequence i and on coufthution-! 

id 
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al grounds, a vote of cfjftdit ^al'nevCT celled for, lintil the 
period of the fellion was nearly ‘. Hfc otferved, 

the right honourable geriiJeman wr)t 'ftud<pufty paifeu 
over one objection of his honourab^>friei^d '^0 made the 
motion for delay, -Mdikh was a^aitift ^c'rtia^tiimde of tTid 
prefent demand, when compare^wi^ former^adminiilratidn^^ 
Until the, pmfem miniftet c?anie into • ^hdi^iiitrodpced 

the pra< 5 lice, the vote of credit hev^rvaxitedided otiie 
he afked this year for 2,500,000]. ;aOd if tbi$ Was gi^Wds hp 
defired to'knew, 'What fecurity had .pariiament, that' 
ntfter would not keep tnerraiing, ^ntil it ampiitited to fd^;^ 
five miihon#< If the Howfe' fubthitted to this meafat^, - ^ 
confequence w£Htki>he, tliat the min i (ier would have the foie 
controul of the nationalthe njopey’ voted for tha 
navy, he might; apply .to iuiy kfther iervide he might think 
proper A To fljcwtjtowaoppolite foch a mode ofpmceedi-ng 
was to the very plef «o):^ which the money w 4 s r^aired, he 
defiredl the preamble to the bill to be read. ^ “ 

The preamble: of the billj he fdd, evidently and decidedly 
pointed that the money voted was.for the abfolute purr 
pofe of fupiilyiiTi fotare nxigencies^ at the time Parliamcitt 
was not fitting. ‘ If the amendment of his honourable friSnd 
was carried, the minifier fays, it may be'attended with delay. 
What inference could the Houfe draw from this .declaration*? 
Certainly, what was obvious; namely, that the moneyiSfos 
wanted for immediate payment. . He had^ he faid, on a.for** 
mer .evening, given notice of his intention' to make a mottoa 
refpefiiDg.the war in the Weft Indies. It was fhll his wifh 
tO'raveftigatc the condudl of Minifters'with rdfjseft to ythe 
metaochoijy’.and di&fbrous expedition to our Weft India 
iflaiids. . m admitted, that the delay of the bill might create 
iaemtvenieike^.'hut that inconvenience was the lefter evil of 
tbe''two, -he was therefore refolved to cake the fenfe of the 

Hoiiie upon it. 

The gallery' vims ordered to be cleared, and the Houfe di¬ 
vided^' when the motion for the third reading of the bill was. 
carried^. . 'V/ . ■' 



> 
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i . MajorJfy^ . - ^ *77 ^ - 

The biU Was ftieh read a third time and palled. 

Mx,,Sheridan gave notice^ that foon after -his honourable 
friend,, had made..his motion-concerning :tha .expenchs ofvtbe 
war, be (hould fpedfnicaUy move, for an enquiry inib the Con¬ 
duit of die expedition tothe Weft Indies. Upon a former 

S 2 occalion 
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occaflon the right bonouralble gentleman had invited it, and 
cxpreHed himfelf ready i<> meet it, and he hoped the Houfe 
wa<i not ib bennmbed by defpair and difappointnient, as to 
Jufferan affair, fo replete with difafter and difgiace, to pafs 
unnoticed. 

REPbRftJF THE COMlKltTSE 6tt HflS LOAH. 

n 

Mr. Smith faid, that before he entered on the 

l^enaral argument )re(}>eSing the ne^ottatioa of the Joan, a 
iajfje&y on which» for the third time, he was compelled 
fem^huitly to-obtrude hirafelf upon die time and patience of 
the Houfe, he begged leave to lay a word or two upon the re* 
jiortttiidf, Vvhkrh, as the Houfe would fee, wai. conhduably 
dwelled by an inquiry into the lifts of the various fubfenpers. 
fa might appear extraordinary to tbofe gentlemen who 'had 
feurmoriy remarked, that he had entirely ditclenned any charge 
of director petfonat corruption, as Felactve either tpehe right 
honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer, or to the mertibers 
of the Hodk, that he (hould enter into fuch a line of evaniin- 
Miont for the credit of'his own confiftency, therefore, he 
found itneceftary to affure the Houfe, that the vvho’eof it 
was inftituted not by him, but by ancttier honou...hle gentle¬ 
man tbstn prefeiiC j and .as he b«d not h aiMf been a party to 
ihtt charge, fo neither was he at all conct rned in the attempt 
flt jtiftil Cdtion. 'I be view indeed winch he took of the (ubjei^, 
rendered it little neiefl<«tyfur him to fufpe/t that the right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman (houiki have attempted coit option within 
thofe walls, (if th( thing might be imagined poftthie), through 
the intcrvcnt'oii oi a lo.iii, when the uncx.'impled number and 
extent of the ofticosand fituattoiis in the varions branches of 
government, civil and military, ail dependant On the executive 
power, had fo rnormoufty incrcafed, that hi. was ftilly enabkd 
to gratify to the utmoil thofc who mi^ht feek fuch gratifica¬ 
tions without being reduced to the nrrefSty of refoning to 
Jb clamfy a mode of corruption} efpecially too, when rib^s 
and ftars might be ihowered down on thr^ wUofe fortunes or 
dirpofitions exempted them from the influence of pecuniary 
temptations. He would not pretend<o believe;, however, but 
chat the loan had been happily difpoJed of, among the ord^s of 
feiCiety moft open tofttch influence,^)!which an intereft oppoficc 
\ to that of the country had been railed among a certain clafe of 
individuals, who from a defire o^enjoying the profiu io dtftrt* 
'but,cd, mi^t be induced to wifh the war prolonged, during 
whicli alone luch kniBcnie barvefts could be reaped* He 

knew 
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knew that many pcrfon^ fuperior tp thp prafticcpf 
dlHionefl; arts, were yet liable by the prolpcil of ^addeii 
fitions, to have their minds drawn;ojf from thp flow but cer¬ 
tain accumulation confequent o,n rntrcantile prpi^flit^S, Riw 
patient ceconomy; and he was confirmed in this idea, by 
having compared the lift of fubfcribers to the loan delivered 
into the Bapk, vwth the na^s of tbofe perfoos .i^dio $gned the 
advertifement for the meeting at Grocer*s Hall,'and ^feryittg 
that'SobiOddl. of ih^ loian wasdividj^am6hgth<^»^y«eldi^nga 
dear pro®t'of 90^0(301.'-He did not fwetend to^denyii'tt^it 
fhefy'^re reTpedalde merCfj'ims r as from refpe 5 tablA',in^- 
chanfsonlyTuchctjntrrbutfe'nS were to be eJepefted j 'but-at^e 
Tame time, fie ftiought it would hardly be denied'by other gen¬ 
tlemen, that rrieni however. otherwilfe refpedtsHe, rtiight be 
' blinded to their own pchnanent iiiterefts, atjd the interefts of 
their country, by fe-grOat and imrnedt^lte'an advantage." This 
theref^e, was the fittett retainer which ‘the mini{|er «could 
ofter’ra tbofe'whofe habits, incliiiatiohs and intereftsy ibould 
otherwift Ibad them to be clam^ofous for peace.''' *> ■ ' ■ 

Torehter into the hegotiatidn irielf, • every gehtMdiah who 
had debVbfed ari bpihion upon it^ agreed with'tbe-rightihb- 
noiifable gdhtleman, that’ »• fair and open dim'^'seiiftoh muft 
produce the heft bargain', and that fuch comjystjtiojig'ought 
therefore to be encouraged : and it would appettr, from' the 
teftjmony of every perfon in the report, that in laft autumn, 
the intention of luch a competition was iumriahty ■ elided 
lyitii Chaticklthr of the Exchequer^ nbtWithftaildmg'fomc clhkn 
made bfi the part of ’Mr. Boyd to the xlght honourable gbrttle- 
the'month ofOvftober, and, that "an open compOidon 
‘ was foWn'aliy and offi cially announced in the month of Novem¬ 
ber by* tfte'Gpyefnbr of the Bank. After this, it would be 
flibyral to «r)qu1'hi'''hbW and'why it was abandoned. ‘ 
'’^’^dw''^is a|»peared‘to. have happened On the‘ground! of that 
cTaitn itoade by Mr. Boyd and Co. in the motnh of October 
Wbi^t hoiveVer, ^ right honourable gentleman then feem- 
ed"'pbfi£Nely detertnimsd not ■fo admit, and although he pro- 
foiled to'difcttf 4 i the merits of it with Mr. Hoyd and his party, 
it in Fadl i'efted'tiljt'foe'^gd of November, without-any fur¬ 
ther’dtlbuffion or a’ppl^stion to the right honourable-Gentle- 
mitt upbn it. ■’ Onthe'R'jfl of ^^pyemberi" however, theopen 
competifibn being fttfittiaHy anrjoiftte^i’Mr, Boyd waS’alarm- 


foiihTiefl’ (^T#’iiipp6fcdl cjridi- 

tiOil 
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tibn made by the right honourable gentleman that no other 
mbitc loan< tor this country ihauld 'be made until the period 
fixed for the Jaft, payment of the preceding loan ftiould have 
(dapfed. And Mr, Boyd further afletted^’ that “ this was not 
6 Q& of thote rights of* which litigious people fpmeti'mes avail 
themfelves for mere, purpose of giving, trouble, but it was 
Riright which wa& founded on juftfoe and the nature «f things, 
reoogiuzcd by contfant pra£ltce aod pubRe bpinien^ end which 
hct could ifot vdinqui& without evid^ Icifs; That- this might 
af^U^petfe^ly clear, he begged Icftve todlate thatahere was 
at foait moment' ft ill ftoatkig iii -the market. ^ value of 
5,OQOiOool; of money in fcrip, which remained: to' >br..!^ ebn- 
veTteditito^oeiri:”.r. Now, 'Mr..Smith faidy.he could ftiew as 
much cpofuiion in point of argument in this letter, as there 
were'mif-ftatemmts-in point of fa£l, nntwithftanding the 
pal^bfecare andpainswith which ithad been.written.—Firft, 
it ayasriot'pretended th.it this condition was any where cxprefT* 
«d~Ncxt, it was furely an extraordinary aflertion of thc con- 
traiSdr,' that his claim was a right founded in jufticc' and the 
Qature<af things, and recognifed by conftant pratftke and fuib- 
lic opinion. Heafk.ed, if this aftertion wt»eprobabl^pr'm<^hrr>. 

'I'be- Chanssdlor of the Exchehequfer, he faid,- had been 
ac^ainted. with the claim of MelTrs. Boyd and Co.- in 
O;!doberv and feemedthen determined not to admit of!tit;, 
and tbelettCr froQi which be had.juA quoted was intended'to 
that claim* ' if the allegation in charlctter was juft, tliat 
theright .w'as recognized by conftant .pratSiice and public 
uion, how did it happen that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
who h.id adminiftered the hnances of the country fi;»r sh J^oars, 
and-had been'enga icd in more Joans than Mr; Boydj'did not 
know of thiit cordtant praCiifC, or fhould hcfitam ah if-j/be 
wais therefore emilled to cite the c^inion of Mr, Pitt, .that ft 
was not fo. With refpe£l to tbftfafifirtioit, that hvegnUlikMiit 
of money .remained in fcrip,. .Jaying ahde for ttw- thoi* 
ment the conQderation of there being not one fyllabieiieff it 
true, it was extraordinary that a grou^fhould be urged w^ch 
-was ^.t:a}ly applicable to all the cemtributorster fhB .luan,-as 
well as to the contractors j ia hiSt^ ■CentrUiiitttry whs lltc 
cuilytcrm Trcogni2»fd by parhamem j .idle words contfa^wand 
iubfcrihcr being unknown j on the nation, therefore^ thei Oon* 
tradioeshad no other claims than asc^ntribucors,>no(wttbftand- 


J ail the. eftofits.which bad been ufed to<eftabiiftt an^impqt'" 
^iiiiviiouJictwccn them. ,.Fir^ paymcni'.vf/d% alfo a term 
nuwu to parliji^enti. the proper .■wotjJ ww obfofi - 

v viiton w.hi<hSy,<ittldaffcr wards apply... As Catfonfoftaaf jtwillioHS 

being. 
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being in the market} he^Wftdby the account from the Birtk, 
that on the 24th of November {the-ds^rot the letter) the 
quantity of EngHfli fcHpwas no'ih0wfthi^y4,'(^2,532l. aod 
the ferip of the ImpW'^1 

together making,3,'356,000!. of- fecip, VyHich. wast»o*t mttnej 
but f<7/>;Vtf/4 4n money-it was no nkAe'thati two-ii»cds of 
fum, or takerit sk the Very higheft vafia not ahove:s^500^oool^ 
which wiasiohly half-tbe'fum ^^:a^ed in 
pofing the fcrip of the impetial loan flbouB' be tafcea into the 
accoBOti winch he eontendai IbouW hot bfe at all ,co»ltdered>4 
if itwere^ it’ wrbuid fwimt' an^obiaftion, in addition to die 
many-others, againft an .imperial loan, tHat-no HriulKlmn 
fliuuid be cOntraaed. for whilft any of. the foreign fpnp 
remained in our .market} dcdudling, thca’eforev the amount 
of the imperbiferip, there remained in money, no more' chan 
i,4oqijoooLinftead-t^'fipemillions, as-ftated in Mx. Boyd's 
letter.■ 
Mr. Boyd had alfo maintained the particidtf and exchifive 
claim iof the eoafradars, on account of their fupehior iftik, 
greater trouble, and fpecial duties.* 

What the ^peculiar duties of the original con-traSors wCre, 
he was ht a lofs to find, unlefs it were to fee chac^the .mini^icr 
fulfilled his contract} and with refpeit to the toiubiC; tAe 
chief difficulty he knew was the feledtion of thofe friettdS} .on 
wham he meant to ctmfcr the favour of- putting tbrirnames 
down on'bis lift of l'ijhfcrtbe«>; atjd the whole of- this loan 
was.-not -enough to fatisfy the wifhes of thofe who Iliad >fo- 
licitod bim to ftiowcr down his benefits upon, them, iie 
had the trouble to be fare of waiting upon the Chancellor of 
the ^xchequet-,-tb fettle the terms} this, however, would 
fcarccly .be deemed any heavy burthen, when it aftbrded him 
the opportunity of chufing henv much he would keep himfdf^ 
and how much he would divide among his friends, according 
CO the-advantages that were likely to arife. As to the rifk, 
it v&hs jiated to conjyi only in one point, which was, if the 
omnium fell down below ten percent, the contiadlor.s would be 
obliged to fulfill their engagement when the contributors wo^ld 
be releafed if they had tirade the firft paymentand Mr. Giles, 
the Governor of the Bank, being O-iked, “is not all -riiffc-.to. 
the contradfors from th^ fubferibers at .am end when th.it 
tlepofitbas been paid?” replied, Certainly'not, for if tne 
loan was to ffill 'under, teli per £ent', which, is. gernrhUy the 
amount of the^ firft payment^ the omfradurs. wouKi uii.- 
doubtedly bc’felpoafiblc to-th? pubiici : H« hud-tnowii it fill 

fix 
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■ fix per, cent, ’’—but this rific, hrs.. 4 Jl^. arvfwer exprefsly ftatcd, 
** was" nothing‘-r-not.WortHflientioi>«ig.” The firji payment 
was called, Jtp^f heeaufe inten4ftd;as .a fecurity, and was 
deemedi. y and; «bis we% noS pRfe, if ten per 

cent, wemrrihrul^lpntt .he coatraftur, 

who doles.^ihis ben?iicl^)to,^)efe<earn^iS^^ fifo 

teen? ,In,iX. 3 l^ 94 , cent, 

to thcjodid^ikM^ it mull 

he evident upon,tlus^ ,.^at-th« rifit iis n th'hie-FMtnontffyi and fo> 
kdy a pretence,, ,lVnd tp py t the hy soy Uulore- 

few c»lainig^4li?;^rgain ftouW, hed«f^c>4it<4to.R dq^ree rui- 
notistp theeinh^AfioJ5% he af?t«4i.whei^,er iherjoeuntry would 
h^yeinfixed on the performance pf the fiiptdetjipn(an indignant 
qy,pf n$y X5,w)i? , npjtt he would venture to.?^lk whether it cauld, 
^j} difpiBf&l^ 'tor, he,doubted the ,pQ0jbility<of, it ? It ap- 
p^reat/j<« that .Mt..^cyd’s claim was only on a fooni^ with 
^at of.the qther.pontributorp, and would not, besjr tbp hveight 
oftbeiii^unidurehc had endeavoured to budd, upon it. 

Mr., Wtih, n«tt eonfidcred; Mr* Boyd's groopji »n- 
“ iwy, frhtnvthc inctodo^iou of a ocw .ioeo’*v entie^erv- 
ed^ jihat it was ackpowUdged ,to be;.the,s<^Ptiation of a 
loan that threw down the price jaf the cxllling funds, and 
not the.,fifll„p^’mcnt, bccaufe the preparations afiedl the 
price, of Hoqks principally.and materially. Mr. Boyd him- 
ifelC forced in ihj$, and Mr. Gile.s and Mr. MellilH were 
both.(w opinion^ that ,it is “the knowledge that a dost) to 
any given extent'is coming into the maikct” which aftedls 
the price of the cxiHiiog fundf, and not merely, the ,mak¬ 
ing the fiill payment on fuch a loan iafret it is iettled* 
He then defired the Houfc to rccollcdl that fo,i’y94, the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer bargained for a new, losn with Mr. 
Boyd a rqondi previous to the lad payments ol Mefirs. Alorgan 
and Angcrftcin, who were at that time the contraflorf for the 
preceding loan, and the fupds were mattriaijy afjeded by it, 
Pid Mr. Boyd then think it improper, and contrary tojuiltcr, 
topra^icc, and the public opinion? Certainly tiotf; at Icaflhe 
betrayed no fymptoms of fuch an opinion, ‘ Pid the. right 
hoiiourablc Chancellor of the Excbeqper.think.it improper? 
certainly not, nor even on,the prefent occafion till about 24 
hours before the coneluliori of rhe-atfair} but neither did the 
former contrailors objc4-t; they felt no alarm, nor did 
they makp any objedlipn, and tho reafun .was, b.'raule they 
.^j||Kdcred, their loan as wound up, as to the fpiric of the 

thpugb t!i« la^ payment was nut a^ualJy made. 

' Mr. 
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Mr, Bt»yd’s claim of right being thm difiwfed of, Mr. 
Smith faid, that even alloviriiig^ it to have been well grounded, 
the next queftion would be wafs there atiy neceffity to’ con¬ 
clude the barg^a iduring the term of their ewrtufivcprivjlcgr ? 
It mightfeealk^ged that the public fervice wanted money} ' ut 
k is evident that thttre was no i^eMaU prefiiire for the firft 
paymentj 'ftff /idi^^ the terns vi^e' coMcludfefc'crn the 
25th of 'the ftil^^iera Veiv to 

make good^eV^depbfk tMbtbe rath of iJecebnber ^ i 
Rearaforth%bt'th<hH!fbie inftcryened: '<m former bccrflohsitr had 
been cuflomar^ to- h^gain for loans enl7 two Or thrce'days be*- 
fore the optaiiftg the fihdgetj-khad offoh h^pened chat the 
ft ttlement betweiai the Chancellor of the Elkcfiequer and the 
contra, 51 ors did not take'plhce' till the vbfy day 6'n which the 
Budget waste open, and it had been ufiial to‘ require the firft pay¬ 
ment in two, three, or fbur days after, at the furtheft.^ Now the 
utmoft period for the-minifter to have Waited before he would 
have had it in his power to treat for a new loan,-' indeperidaitt 
of Ills former engagement, would have btw till the k5th 0f 
Janua^*, he had- been irikeh ptefied fdr mdhey before 

that tifoie he mig^t have come to phrlUmcnt, and ftated tfikt 
three perfonhhad offered tberhfelves as competitors,' tbgefher 
with the poculisr nature of his former engageihehtSj and ob¬ 
tained a vote of credit. Could fuch a dedaratton have in¬ 


jured the public cauie? on the contrary would it not have 
raifed' ah klea of aftonilhmem and admiration'’throughout 
Eurojre at Pur internal wealth'and credit, that'three parties 
fhould'cohte fiaward at one time, and offer feparately tb nego¬ 
tiate afoan of eighteen millions of money, and thA tve were 
precluded from lifteriing to their proposals, by a punflifio ^ 
Some 'perfons might have been dilpofed to fay that a vote of 
credi-t at fo early a period of the feffion, and for retro^e«9iivc 
fervices in part, would have been irregular and unconftitu- 
tional. But after a recent decifion the right l-^>noUtable 'gen¬ 
tleman could hardly be fuppofed to harbour any fuch fcr'uplcs. 
Nay even li^pofing it could tibt have bten done by a vote of 
credit^ it might by a Ihort loan t^two or thret; millions; ' He 
then jcad the copy of a letter from Mr, Morgan, in O^ober, 
1795V ifesttng that he jvas ready to raife ■five millions, if 
necefiiryf and though be was aware that if Mr. fioy® 
o^< 9 :eid- to the negotiatibrf of a large loan, he might to 
.'mall ohc, yet-everyperlbn would have thought the Chan-’ 
ccllor of the Exchequer, in fuch a fttuationi warranted in deal¬ 
ing with-any other parties, if Mr. Boyd, refilled fo lend a final! 
funii on rooderaiis terms ; or even had he given a buniis equal 
Vdi. HE 1796. T to 
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to the pirefent it need only have ^e,n on two millions, which 
ja but the ninth part of eighteen-nj^iqns j^j-whefeby he would 
jftill have had the choice of compeitition on the remainder, and 
the thare of the fi^bfeiju«nt bant]S,\«i|>pn. t^ $>ninths would 
have been favcd to the public. his neceffities 

^auajly drove binjt to the b^g^ip, 

to be e)«tetncly mipifter 

' |houl4 haji« /pent ^1 futtts profufely 

as to pptJhj in the power oif a coptff^-to^^e'ii^ip to terms: 
in fuch a cafe ^e ptdy eaccpfe tMt ^.;6Qu]i4. j^ve. to offer 
^ould be ^at t|wt tenns which He bad in|wje. . 

. This thcp Now 

he acjuipwlcdged that, though, generallp fpe^ng, terms could 
only t>e x^tiwly good or .bpd, yet be-fought he fhould 
^ able to prAVe» on pafitive grounds, that:^ls contrarSl was 
dilTadvantagCous to the country, dt would happen, that the 
terms of a loan might at one time be rather in farpur of the 
Contriarftor, and at another of the public, but there’w^e^ many 
authorities that the terms were fair for whep the bonus 
was a little under or over four per cenu Tthe «pms. W^en the 
laff Joan came out were feven and a qutnler premium. It was 
at fixrhalf-before; the opening of the,, and ioimediatcly 

after it r^ to fc\’en aiid , upwards^ while there had not been 
any mathnal alteration va the genera! price of the funds, fince 
the fettleraent of the bufinefe, but on the day the Budget was 
•> opened, the ftocits w'ere at the fame price as on the 25tb No¬ 
vember i three eent. confols 67 one-half and three-quar¬ 
ters, ttiey afterwards ro)(e about 5!-Hths per c&it^ Now it was 
evident that if it came out at per 4 enu premium, or 
three per cent, more than ufual,,and AJr, Boyd, the contra^r, 
himfelf ftated the bonus to be 61 . 15s. 91!. p^Mnt, he was^uffU 
■ bed in afiertingitto be a moft ifitprovident Wgain,* Mr, hpnth 
faid, that the Chancellor of the ICxchequer w^s notxorre(S in 
ftating that tlie iptereft was at the rate of m> more than 4)* 13s. 
toi.per cent, for if the ddeount of^al. I&. with the dividend of rJ. 
ihs. were dcdudled, Sre, from each.ioob it wowW bc'^il. 13s. 
6d, upon 95I. which was 4L iio 4 *ptr ftnt- There was 
another part of Mr, Pitt’s c^culatmo to wbif^, bP obje^ed : 
■with refpc£t to the long annuity of 6?. and 64,;, it had been by 
.,Mr> Pitt fiated, that i-yth was to be deduced for the dif¬ 
ference between a perpetual annuity an 4 ; the Jong annuity; 
whereas the bi^.emulators agreed that the difforenetk-did not 
aijpunt to i-i7tyv-*6s, 6d.- in "he. long annuity was nearly 
equal to 6s. 3d. perpetuity, this di&recce might to many 
gcnricroen'feem, too trifiing to be.-iiifiljed <int fuch, however,! 
would prob;d>iy be furprifef to hear, that pn the Whole loan it 

preated 
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created an incrcafc of noii"lds thah i20)00ol. in the cakii)a- 
tion of profit., 

Mr. Smith n«ix raMj,' "diat there tlfr^Q ohc in^itter tfffaich he 
had propof^' ^ 'honfideradon 6f thift c^mittee, but ih 
which he had bectt o^ter-rufedi viz. bifrchafe^diAde by 
the cotTudlil^t^ die iiiddiw -(ilfebti s&d which 

have a riebdfi^yfbt ftdeks frotn #blbh 'i^fey art 
made ; and * pruka|dfi Of fcohimoiti pplfoy irt''^ terms 
of a loawto giv^ i d^bfh ^Orrion in th^t ftock which was 
raifed by dii^ but the cohdu£t of the fliiniiber 

been dheSf^ diQ'^idhji^ j ^bou^ accoftofned topurchafe frofli 
the thrae cwilif. ■ the cbmihr^ bought'frbnii the four 
per cents, and although iri aimoft kl! former loahs tiie terr.ts 
were partly in the four ptr ceyts, yet in the prefect loan, the 
capital was entirely elfdated in the three per cents, as it fhoul.1 
feem CH»' purpofe to-aVbtd obtaining A favourable bargain for 
the public. As to the advantage gained by the purchafe iri 
the four per eeitis. on the fum bought up by the com- 
miffit^rai‘ W^tch,amoun^ to"507,000!. onlythat rrtu?t be 
trifling When cqihparcd to any advantage in the terms of the 
loan, on fo laig^e a fofo as iS,ogo,6oo 1. in' the three per cM. 
cotilbls, dnd fix 'millions'in the three cent, reduced .; it wa'^ 

indeed a miferablc policy, to malcc th'd greater fobfervTeut to 
the left, when the i-48th part of the depreciation upon the 
one Amounted to the whole advantage on the other. 

He apologifed for infifting fomuch up6n a fubjefl fo dry 
and un^bafant in its nature, but wifijedthht oth^r gentlemen 
wouid'ccHifider if a little, as with five minutes attention they 
niighli uftderftand it as well as theargorfient required. 

Mr. Smith next urged, that the terms of the loan Were bad, 
inafinuch as theyfhightin faft have bech better. ' Mr. Mor¬ 
gan would have been cohterited to have ta^en it at 3s. long an¬ 
nuity lefs; heftatcd, that the opinion' on the Stock Exchange 
was fo prevalefit, that Mr. Boyd vvould have the loan, and 
that oft terms far more advantageous to the fubferihers than 
Mr- Morgan,' that one man offered to exchange the I'ubfcrip^' 
tion of 5 ,od 6I. in Mr. Morgan’s loan for 3,000!. in Mr. 
Boyd’s, auid another offered at the rate of two to one, and 
thefe were ftidls which could be proved at the bar. As to the 
^^_,,^ffrian loan, or thefundiflg of the ftatwdebt^ of both which 
it had been urged that Mr. Morgan muft have been ignorant, 
and therefore incapable of making proper terms, it was in 
evidence that the former was highly improbable, and not to 
the contradfors an ehje!t of apprehenfion^ eveti on the fufpsjition 
of its taking places nar could any man be fo abiuid as to 

T i imagine 
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imagine that any part of that could be paid out of the 
Joanof i8,Ooo,oooL 

la every way, whether calculating by t^ uDufual amount 
of the premium, by the difference bctwewi theireal and often- 
fibfe iatereft, or trom Mr. Morgim’f ofier,:'he: '«^ tlu.- 

public toft'at rtearbaff a milK<Ht|‘ down of 

the ICing'g mefSge on tbe &ca»diflgaayj^'<^H^ honour¬ 
able getitleraian bad eaufed a further prom fbm to 

the amount of 900,000!. fieriiit|:; Wb«hei> |be purport or 
that mef&ge was or was not foreign onihe a^tb a^iNovennber 
he could not tell,’ b«t in eithetf «a^ he hdd a aright fto cenfure 
the right honourable gentlemaa, beeaitfe f^Jhadnb pccafton 
whatever to have fettled the terms of the loan before the ftftl! 
of December, which was conformable to the •ufaai order of 
things,- and by that time he might peffibt^ have afeertained 
whether fuch « meffage would have been brought dowm er not, 
for Mr. Smith knew to a certainty that upon Monday the 7th, 
when die budget was opened, a perfon in a public cottee-houfe 
informed ihc company that a mefiage would bofentdowii to 
the Hbwfe that day, anti fpecified the general - io^i^ and 
when he «'as-afterwards infornaed that nofoch chcimiftance 
had happened, he Teemed furprifed, and attributed it to fomt 
odd accident. The next day, however, verified his declara¬ 
tion. 


He knew it might be faid that it would be unfair in the mi- 
xrifter to avail hiinfelf of the expectations of parties oftering to 
ContrRt^ which he might know to be more fanguine than tin* 
ned circumftances warranted} to whkh'it was cafy to, reply, 

' that to take fuch an advantage in favourof,^ pubm:,-of con** 

■ troilors wlio had the opportunity of makit^eVery enquiry or 
" the minifter which they might deem necel^y for their own 
" fecurity, was .not .only ,more heheficial. to the country, but 
. more lair alfo, than by delaying the publication ,of fuch intel- 
f ligehSfc# to throw the whole advantage into the bands 
of ^ contraflors, who were thereby. ;ehabled to .^ayaiJ 
Hiihemfelves of the equally fangui^'^ deluftve^^^ 

*\’ate individuals, who had fcwerp^leii certsup op^ituiuties 
of information. He did not mean to make any imputaiionj.. 
of corruption, but he thought the advantages, ’if‘there were 
' nny, might, q^ought tOthave been improved for the public^ 
Ift.the courfe; m%is argument, be quot^ the defence , of Mr.*’' 
Dundas:, then, lord advocate forj Scotland^- to an accufaiiou 
i^ainft' lord North, of mating a corrupt ioaii. (Si?e Mt>fmng 
Chronide of Thurfday, December 17, 1795, and the Parlia- 
jnos^tary Regifterfor 1781, vofi 3, page 345,} , v 

He 
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lie then flightly to^t^ed upon the Bills antedated from 
Hamburgh, but drawn upon undamped paper in London on 
the I'reafum by Mr. Walter Boyd, jun. (S« ycdcrday’s 
Morning CbrdJncfc.) What d^ree of preference might 
arife on this accommodation, Mr. Smith Paid,, sit was not for 
him todpt^m^c^ .Mr. Boyd .had affiired .che.iCC^T^ittee that 
he did i^jgrdand ahy e3^)e>£fcai;i'on ofloftn nppO it: but if 
he bad .ito^iiSea ih^ it v^ould proroote his intered,. ^<was certain 
that every hc>dy ii^ 4 idea that it.WQuld not impede 

itj and be womd^iibi^.iiffitafeto.fey* that thU money was raifed 
jn a way difgnicefud to the'coMntry* and fuch as great mercan¬ 
tile boufes wpuldaot engage in. 

Mr. Smith next conhdered the propriety of Mr. Pitt's 
naming the terms ultimately between Meffrs. Boyd anvl the 
public • it placed him pcrfonally in afituacion of great refpon- 
fibilityi and Was .a very unadvifed dep, becaufe judging be¬ 
tween’ private parties and a great, date, a generoi^ mind, 
would certainly name terms tavourable to the party who mud 
tuffia! )>y .» bad.bargain, and tiierefore likely to.be injurious to 
the general intereft. Mr. Smith having gone throngh the de¬ 
tail of fadts, ’^oeecded to draw one or two generalconeJufi- 
ons. When he coaifidered the amount of the late loans, the 
objeci of the liquidation of the public debt, which had been 
theoretically held out, appeared to be praii'tically iirptdSbIe. 
We had lately added to the mafs no lefs a Arm than 52 millions, 
not in capital merely, but in, deriing money. If iuch had been 
tile effe^ of fo fhort a period of war,, when we confidcred how 
much Europe hadbeeii engaged in wars ftnee the beginning, of 
thik’Ceiitory, and how little profpedt there was tliat they would 
bc,difcontinucd, .any profpciS of the liquidation of the immenfe 
mafi mud appear to be altogether imprat£ticable, or at lead to be 
removed loan indeduite period; and fuf^odng the evil itfelf to 
be unavoidable, how greatly would it enhance the fault of yet 
farther and unneceffarily epereafing this enormous burthen, by 
a- w^toii and wadeful profuftonin the mode of'borrowing. Un¬ 
der iiich united difadvantages, he feared,it nfight be laid of ch« 
national debt with the mod literal accuracy, 

I " —Multofque jpcT ann^s 
Mulu viruni volvens KuiauJo fcvuU vtnoet. 

^fr. Smith next remarked the bad cffeiSt of loans, fuch as the 
IX'efent, on a commercial country; and mere efpecial ly in our 
iituarion. It mud be allowed on all hands, that every rtatitm 
dcfii ous of riling by trade, or of preferving the eminence ac- 
q.ihted by it, ought to watch over the true fpiritof commerce 
with the mod attentive care. But vvttn rsfpetfl to JLngland, 

ths 
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i^e oflif jioifibic chance whiche}dfti( 4 !i 6 ^rctneving her finances, 
or even of escaping ruin, dependetf on the maintenance or 
rather on the extenfion , of her commercey h|[; prtiicb alone it 
could hoped to raife fui^lies in any d^gh^^ad^oate to her 
^tureden>ands, 

What madnefs .and ahfurdity iya» i< tiien 1o} ail 

this on which our only ptell^ed by 

meafurcs which tended dirttQjy to fbetumor{d)oje ^^peA-• 
able mcrchaivts and traders of Britainjel&rs and 
gamefters, by^tfbgociatk»ns which thus to for- 

foke the fober aiid ufeM trade of flowly induftry 

for the more dazzling profpe£t* of mOntCd fpeeutadon. He 
mentioned, that feme years fmee, when he hadheen in Holland, 
ieveral mcrcandle men had complained to hiin of the decline of 
their' commerce in confeqoence of the perfonis who bad large 
capitals baviagtaken their propertyout Of trade, and turned their 
attemion to fjjeculations in money. Such fpeculatiotis fended 
to enrich individuals, but to impoverifh the countrj^. They 
threw the finall profits of the many into thO pOcicifts W the 
fcWi and thofe who had once tafted the of ftteh'’tranf- 
afiions were afterwards but little incliocid fti'eftg^e in the 
purfuits of commerce. They thought only how they might 
ftill more improve the money they bad gained in that w'ay, by 
concinuiog to employ it in the fame channel: a mode injurious 
tq the community, both in that which it took away, and even 
in that which it beftowed; injurious, not merely as it. diminifhed 
the number of thofe moderate fortunes on whf^. individual 
comfort and general profperity fo much depend^ and among 
the poiTefibrs of which fo large a prop>ortion .c^ public and 
private virtue is to be found, but fcarccly lefs fo as it tended 
CO accumulate in fonMi few hands thole vafi; mafies dT un¬ 
wieldy wealth which bad been found by the experietKe of all 
ages, to contribute little to the happintfs of the owner, and 
Hill lefs to the welfare ot fociety. Mr. Smith concluded a 
Jpeech equally dillinguilhed by accuracy of dytati and iire^gth 
of argument, and of which we have only been able to trace 
an iipperfeiif outline, by apologizing for the length of time, 
during which, from the nature of the ^ubjeef, he bad necef- 
farily detained the Houfe. He faid that he would nbw move a 
fifing of refolutiwts of faiSs arifing eut of the report. As they 
were very numerous and not very fhort, he would have them 
tfeeii read j and leave to the diferetion of tjjc Houfe, whe¬ 
ther they Ihould immediately proceed to the dircuifiori, of 
•UoW’ them firtttobe printed, and appoint a future day for 
their confideratlon. Mr. Smith then read the relbluttons, 

vfhih 
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which contained a fummary of the whole report. They fet 
out with eftablifhing thfll prindple of an open and public com- 
pt-titionj and then by a ferics of faQs and dedudhons, with 
refpect to th^^ffent Xioan, went to eftabHfh conclufion j 
that the LoanitftrbF liras a bad and improvidentfor the pub¬ 
lic, and that tte roinifter in conducing the negotiation, and 
in had been guilty of a departure from his 

own pr and hi a br^ch of his duty. 

ift. ** Ifliat h aippegppj'tb'thU Hoafe, th:i£ the prmcjplc of rndkln^ lostns ft*r 
the publk fcririCQ by xompciltion, uniformly by the Chan- 

• V' * ' -' if' ' 

xttUor of the Exchequer,' beeri very ’^ncraOy rcco^nUed, ay affording the fair- 
cjl profpctft of prubbe udyanC^c* 

sd. That k appears to thtt Houfc, that, in all tiic cat»mun!c.uion>T relative 
to ihe for.rna:lt»ii of the htc loan, which pafTcd between the Chancellor of ihc E»- 
<.lu‘']ucr jii'i the Governor of Uic Bank of England* or any of the ^larties enneero- 


cd, prcvipu5 to the twenty-fourtli of No*;cnjocr the Chance! lor of the Exche¬ 

quer did invitri^bly profef^ a rL'folutlon to adhere ilrldly to the p*isiclplc 5 of free 
and competition, 

3d, That it to this Hoafe, diat, on tlie twenty-^fth of November^ 

1755, day a^ixued by the Cbanceilar of the Exphequer for a mfietin* of tlwt 

4ev<ral <t>nQ|>euLofS for die loan, to fettli' tlie prelindnariefi thmsof, and wlicn tlicy 
u-erc all anTcmbltcl, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, after a Separate conference 
with MeHrs. Boyd and bis party, did prepofe to the other competkori}, fl//ac, Mel- 
jilhand Morgan, to bit! for the loan, on condition that an option Ihould bere- 
fm^ocl t9 the party of Boyd, of taking the loan at fuch a price iis Ihould be equal 
In \alue to one half cent* on die whole fum borrowed, above the higUe^ oSer 
of the competitota*'’' 

4th. That itai^aTs to this Houfc, that the fald Mcliilh and Moa^gan ha¬ 
ring eefvfed to become eoirtpctltors on a eondUloa to wJiich they deemed it almoin 
iitipoilihle to fubaift, the' Chancellor of the Ejcchttqocr did immediately aftcr^ 
widioiu propohiig any other tsrmti, agree for tiie loan witii Bc^d and hispauy, al¬ 
though it was undcTftood by tlie partiea, that they were not 'h> come to a final 
fettlcsnent that day. 


,^thi That it appears to tius Houft, that by «mn^ this prrfemice to Buyi 
and hk party, the Chancellor of the Exchequer did totally depart from the princi¬ 
ple of Ircc and open competition, after having, by a communication, thro' the 
Governor of the Bank, on!y»two days preceding, evorefaly invited peifons to bij 
©ii that principle, and who had alio ptevioufly roads preparations for that pur- 
/^ofc. * > 

6th. That it appears to this JHfotife, that the preference fo given to Boyd 
j^d bis party, >yas claiitysd by them on foundation of a fiappojed faft, in the 
jfcttleroent of thp preceding loan for thcfen'icc of the year 1795^ between the 

Cha:iieiIojr 
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Chancellor of the Exch-^qaefr the fM lAid hb pilffty} nanc}), that 
< the eolitreft was entered ante mtler ifai ceWlMWh <k<t no ^ther ^Uhiie loan for 
thit country fooujii he nudoi niitil the {veticul for payment of the 

Xa>3n fofitt mAtraded for hfatetSep^ 
negothetfon of a tm Eo«tt at that t&ne would W 
pw<y* 

7th. Thet^t *pp4ei>tro«liKH«#^ ttot roc any 

vheroeoatatuMer eforined. thee the pieccHtiig' 

iptcofic tetmsj or redutvd t 0 3flyform» bcttthattLd titihKs^lVfoel^ <^e 
umcAtf medc nfo tf h!)' him m fopp^ ef til t r 

whtchfenw fotmded ahd tU hehnt af i^CQpftent 

p iaKih444 prihlit Opttfeih/ ^ ^ ^ 

ftU l%aeH ^p^ire to fofe that la foe t ifeth fo df OOfoer lyor, 

foe fold W«)tiM^B«yd, Fftt^ did ffote t» foe Cluncelfor ^ tl)d Bitimher, the right 
of the ccMrMdrA teolieift to tlje negoriatj on of % ikw loans the Chancellor 

of the Bdidfohqiier on foetdneahon, fiy, that hcwoold fond foi ritfarpart/, 

(4f« foaled^Boyd «nd fiohatrth) to heai what they hid to f«y» tteftrow^ com- 
SwitrieoiuiUd tikepleee^ thiithefocmedpcdihaidy dbtQtmfa)^ not tvadnut 
^chear^ewB**' ‘ 

$ch. ** 'That k doer not appeal to |hia Houfe, tlutc foe C)piieriS0r of £t- 
rhn)i Arfoadotfiy wteff UMkbed thr hf Atch ^ditlhA hai* 

ioghmfocOadeh^lfoA wkh Boyd^ fodhil but, oh foeconmry^ 

thn faedid AfoomfoeperrifoidfMlhhdithiihouiloiifoehrcnt) !dfoKoi>efhbfli^ 

* that foetdacumilbme^ hod entirte lot imni}y to hh ieno>aled^>* and that lie 4^ 
MtaUiutCheni tobe In obhoetic^. ^ 

^ Thu^ lUiti^pMtt to fo>^ Hodre> fodt no fofo condition m, m AtQy eifoer et* 
|0^fto^OPirnqp'h»dSnaA)«fchefapeMl^ before fob Houfe, l^foKIc^foe pJirti-^ 
inlats of foe contrad for the fald Idan app or to be folly a^!)bfted end foitldd he* 
fAcen the ecmtiedtiAg partiM. 

Th-^t It appean to foa Honfoi that foch «itftrifi}dd1l#!iktodnee^ Sntoe^ 
totetnova^um afthoonatrafo for foe Sean for foe profrik year and foac no prete- 
dent h 00 ) where olMiOd for fod entrodufoioa Of a ftipulrtieni fo new, and Of 
v)dch foe eonfecjoencet may be extremely hnportsnc 
tofo^ ** That it appeari to chrf Houfo, that the fald Boyd, In hia aldrcflea tn 
iSto Chucellor oi the foe fobjpfo of lib fop^ed inj^t to upfi^ 

aeneemer thentha cafop«titoto^ fopjpoctod thit i 3 |ht by ngumfou dpiwn fom 
IdaltCiiano^fohnMeroffo^ of foe ptoewdfog ioan^ aM fro'n foe iv]$irrf which 
Ba andfo* ofooir coAtraflom tor that loan mnft intwtobly foBto^ «i holders of 
«%4 % foe ixisyf>d«dbon of ^btom miUioiMi Mton into foe toftfot^ OdOk t 
l^ige ^iii» of the Uft w«f ftiUdahad} awitfttt ^ «dEoy44»d^ 

to 4|* <!Miooaor Sk^wi|«er» tiw ffutUieio- 

W«a 
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him (-icclufivcly, as a contr^Skarior tike prccccUngloan, thout;h he jhouljdiiave (hf- 
pofeJ of die whole of his Ihajru therein. . . 

That it arpc.irs to thU Houfei that before all the payments of the lose (or 
1794 were cotntileccd^ ph^ncsllor of the hxcheqiier diid iMSgecutea ntvir Ig^n 
W'irh Bovd and his party, for the fsrvice of the year 1795, and that the cootr&ja- 
tors torhc J )un 0(47^4 did not, make any objet^ion to n^^otiatlain, jdthoagh 
it alleged all ai^ it was cxpe£Ud tha^ thedepogt was tovbemade gc a 

very early period. 

That wavh'g all conAderatlon of the intcreft of the contra^img parties, it ap¬ 
pears to this Houle, that ca£:s.xnay arife in wliich it inl{,ht be highly prejudxoal 
to tlie public fervice, Lf the Chancellor of the Exchequer Ihouldbe precluded fiom 
entering into a negotiationibr thc^new loan, or from 6 png the <kipoiitto be made 
on luchloan, on fome day previous todicUftpay^mcntoa the pcccediilgone. 

That li appjais to this Hoafe, Chat it is gcfetally to the negotlatton of a 
new loan before a ceitain period, to which the faid Waiter Boyd objeda in all his 
communications with the ChauccUor cf the Exchequer j and that .tbe principle of 
liis obje.^ijn to fuch negotiation applies equally, whether the di^poSt oaioch loaa 
be appo'iDtc^l to take place ihorriy before, or after, the lait payment on the pre¬ 
ceding loan. . 

I'hat it appears to thls-Houfe, .that the value of ^eex^ing funds ia .afiv&d 
in a far greater degree by the ncgoiiatiun for a new loan, and tfic fectl'emtot of the 
terms tlicrcof, than b . tnc making tl^e depofu: on fuch it Is fettled. 

iich. ** That itappjaio to tht^ Houfe, that the houfc of MeBrs.-Boyd and 
were not poffcfled of more"than 500,00''.!. of the fald floathigrcrip, 

** That it does not appear to this Houfe, that t!ie iaid Walter Boyd took any 
ps to afeertain who v/crc tlic holders of the rcmaind’^*r <of the foid Boating ferip 
at the time of the negotiation of the prcfeiU loan, or to-procure for them any in¬ 
demnification for the injuiy wh ch ti'cy might po^’iMy fufferirom the intioduaion 
of fo iaigo,an additional <juantity as 34,076,50CSI- into the market. 

« That it appears to this Houfe, ihat, of the eighteen millions Veiling fub- 
feribed for the fcrvice of the year 1795, jio jborc than 445,71*1. remained unpaid 
on the a4th of November lull. 

That it appears to this Houfe to have boen a matter of poblic notoriety for 
fome weeks previous to the ajth of Noyember lall, tliatMelfra. Itlclliih, and Mr. 
James Morgan, were ntaklng preparations to be Cuniostitora for the faid loan. 

** That it appears to this Houfe, that, under tlic circumftancc of this noto¬ 
riety, and notwithftanding his owa engagement to Meffrs. Boyd and Co, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer did, even on the a3d o£ November, formally au- 
thrrlzc the Governor of J:hc Bank to announce to all the parties concerned, th^t 
the loan would cditai'ily be difpolcd of by conipcriiion, without having fent for 
the party of Mefles. Boyd and-Co. fodifeufs tlicir claim. 


** That it appe^ra to this Houle, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer did not 
in faa ever fend for the faid Boyd and Co, chat the difeuflion of their eljiim w-ith 
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hua dl4aot take place at all, but on their own repeated application,* and then not 
till they very day before the competitors vyere to meet, and that, till they were 
Iftuaily met, the parties of Morgan and Mellilh were not .ipprired of any doubt 
eaiiUnginthe^ind of the Chancellor of the Eacfaeijner, on the admiflibility ol 
competitipn. ' 

nth. •* That it appears to this Hnufc, that MelTrL fioyd and' his party wcie 
very willing to leave the terms of the loan to be fixed by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, who did fix them accordingly. 

“ That it ajppears to this Houft, that Ac contraftors for the loan of 179^ 
could not fuff* any pecuniary lofs by the introdoaion of a new loan before all tbc 
payments on the preceding loan were completed, o herwife than as holders of ferip 
or ffiares therein j and that, on that principle, all the contributors to the loan 01 
*795 contraffots to a preference for the fuccccding loan, 

in pt^ortion to the amount the fliarcs in the ban of i ,-95, tii 11 heltl.by tliCni 
JcfpcdliveJy. 

ijth, <<Tbat It appears to thi- Houfi;, rh.u Mr. Jamoi ^Torgm, one of tiic 
perfons intcntUiig to be competitor, for tlie Kite loan hsis given in evidence to tlir 
CommittcCi that he would Kavc oficred on the 25th of Novembci to have taken the 
faid .loan Oil the following termSi viz, izcl. 3 per cent. Confolidatcd Annuity. 
251. 3 percent Rcdgced, and 3s. 6d. per annum Long Anno.ty for ever,' itol. 
fubfcrlk^y being a difference ol 3 per annum Long Anhuiry, or 4^9.500). ni<Mc 
advantageous to the public than the ternis made by the Chancellor of the Exclic- 
^er to tfe party of Boyd and Co- 

1 hat it appeal's to this Houfe, that, if the fcttlemcnt of the loan had been 
deferred^ as has been ufual on former ocimHohs, until a d<)y or two berore it was 
fubmltted to the confederation of this Hbufe. ibme communication to the Us-^rtifs 

I 'p ^ ^ 

oftbe probability of a meffage from his Majerty fimilar to that which was de¬ 
livered, might ha\c preceded the fcttlement, and that the public might then ha\e 
had the full b^fit of that advance in the public funds, which k was hnpoffiblc 
not to forefee that fuch a meffage vmuld produce, and which in rtie prefent in- 
ffance actually amounted to.a Aim exceeding nine hundred thoufand |>ounds on the 
loan fo recently contracted for. 

14. ** That it appears to this Houfc, that on the third day of N' Tcniber I791, 
theCommifiionersappointedfor liquidating the National Debt, did, for the firrt 
time, begiu to purdiafo in the 4 percent Confofidated Annuities. 

« That it appears to this Houfc, that the fum of 685,coo!, of the 4 pci cent. 
Annuities created in the year 1795, w,is in jr^lcdge at the Bank oa the twenty- 
tjurth of November laft. 

•* That it appears to this Houfc, thaHnamcdiatcly on the purchafes hy ih>* I'f 1 
Commlffioncrs being made In the 4 per icnt. Ammiiies, a wi/coiifiderdiilc ad¬ 
vance took place in the price of the faii* Anquitips, the 3 per ten". Aniiuitic, not 
fifing in equal propoitlon. - . 

‘^That it appearrto this Houfc, that bh the application of fome of tiic 
fQn< tim d in the negotiation for the prefent loan, tbiough die medium yf the 


vernor 
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yernor of the Bank, the Chancellor ff the Exchequer did agree that the whole of 
the new capital fltoulJ be created in the 3 per cent. ConfolSdaced and Reduced An- 

niuties} with a veiy ftnail proportion of Long Annuities^ to the total csduiion of 

** ^ 

the 4 p^r cent, contrary to the general pradice on former occaftonif when fums 

*• / ' 

of conddcrable magnitude have been raSfed. 

15th* That it appears to this Houfe, that, in the month of S^temher* 
179 the faid Walter Soyd dld| at the requeft of the Chanceltpr'O^the Ex¬ 
chequer, undertake CO advance money for the ufc of government, to the amount 
of z,boo,oooi. for which he was to rcimburfe himfelf by bills to be drawn upon 
tlie Lords Coiiimrifionert of the Treafury» to be accepted by them* and negoti¬ 
ated at his own convenience $ and that bills to the amount of 700,000]. were 
drawn in London, on the Commiffioners of the Treafury in the name of Walter 
Buyd, juA, and hearing a Sflltious date,, at Hamburgh, feveral weeks preceding 
the time at whuh, with the privity of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, they 
were really drawn in London, and that the faid Walter Boyd, jun# is a gentlc- 
:nan not engaged in any houfe of bufmefs in Hamburgh. That the faid bills, 

9 

though dr.iwfn in London, yet profciling to be foieign, and not written on ftamp- 
eJ paper, were of fuch a nature and defcriptlon os the Bank of England Would 
havL refuffd todifeount for any commercial houfe whatever, and fuch as It would 
have beenii^urlous to the credit of any private houfe to have negotiated. 

That it appears to this Houfe, that Waltcv Boyd, fefq. has declared, that 
no part of his right tJ a preference, aS a contnftor for tl'.c new loan, was ground¬ 
ed on the tranfafllon of the hills dated at Hamburgh, and circnlatcd hy htiA for 
die I'crvicc of govcrnmrnt: tlut he never had any expeftation of that fort* 
that he rook no merit at all to himfclf in having tonlcntcd to that operation. 

j6th. ** Th-'t it appears to this Houfe, that the loan fo finally and unexpedled- 
ly forded on the faid twenty-fifth of November^ was not fubnfitted to theconiider- 
acion of this Houfe until the fevenih ol December j and that the depoJit was not 
required from the contributors until irie tenth 01 December. 

“ That it appears to this Houfe, that the interval of twelve days between the 
fcttlcmcnt of the terms of the loan and fubmitting it to the confideration of this 
Huufe, very greatly exceeds any that has been known on fuch occafions, and that 
no advantage isiikcly to accrue to the public from an Interval of fuch unprece¬ 
dented Icngih. 

•* That it appears to this Houfe, that bis Majefiy's gracious mefiage, con¬ 
taining a communication that hisMajofiy would be induced to meet any difpofitton 
for negotiation on the part of the enemy, with an earneft defire to give it the 
fullcfi and fpeediefi efied, was delivered to this Houfe on Tuefday the Sth of De¬ 
cember ; .md that. In confequonc^ of the intimation contained in the meflage 
the value of the,loan fuddenJy rofc abqyc five per cent, creating, by th.ii operation 
only, an additional profit on the whole loan of more than nine hundred thoul'and 
pounds fierling. ^ 

That It appears to this Houfe, that no fuch declarations, on the part of a coa- 
ractor, palpably ptclerrad, and immoderately beaefited by the gift of a loan of 

U 2 eighttea 





AJl^iiUk lAilBms '^'•tatSi tettan,'^tfid ac^Mnpznitiii- with hichi arraaigeSi 

1)1^4 li-W cieate a praht «f twdvtf p« cBflt. or S,t63‘,OOoU before the firft pay^ 
AOJlt'beeitte due, citn aO^t tht 'ChaOcfdlOr'o/ the Eychc^uer of having departed 
■ ®«llA t^ei^eo^ iif!«rttouil' «t Walter Boyd, E% 

. >a a manner ihc<an'|i4«^^ thi intfertfl? df the ptflHicii ! ¥•>.■ 

tS'lWJ'ftbnfe, i« ^/erfjSrt W’.'tHt^nfafWon of the 
htfej'-hjitfe'h/ fhdJOhaAciiUbrof the Eat- 



loan 

one 


Iff tstt^ thilt thotrgh he wifhed 
.u{^ai^{pK>d) ttwTbiP W4S ttcrt uftprejjaiffea to repljr 
'wtiich the. honouf&bte gentleman had 
* '* mi^{{ in detail iti hl^ fpeeth, and in the unu- 

that had Wen rtad j yfet, as they went 
of the Highetf nature, in the pcrform- 
^ j^iWugh t it might be p.opcr to have 

gentleii^ might 

t length t9; WhieW^^ jffciit^ and thattti% debate 

{^^.g^utned tdafutiire'd^^^^^ ~ 

tW plrWi^cly what he wiflied to be 
. ni;^ W prefs upon the Houfe the 

. in^j^ate conidtieration of the fubjedf; and would move 

the xe^IvtionS) and the adjournment of the 

■ i.!., 

.VMir 3 ''W iaid, that the refplqtions had not yet been pro- 

•„perly before the ffoufe., "and ^hey could not regularly beor- 
to.. W 3nd the debate adjotmned, till bat was 

4one. TW&ft rciblutiph, however, nhtght be read, and the 

adjourning the debate. 

The queftion was accortfinglymut and carried, and the fur- 
.ber, cqnC^eration poftponed till Friday the 25th inftanr, that 
.the refolutions might be printed. 

,. Mr* Gjngf moved, bat copies of certain papers laid before 
.the lloufc^lhy tW Bank of England, ihuuldbe printed. Ordered. 
Adjourned. 


» A 4 ^ V 

* * W 


. HOtJSt OF LORDS. 

f' ' I * I j , 

Tuesday, Fehruarf %%.. ^ 

lipie Hoiife met,, and the Archbijhop tf danUrJkury moved, 
I^fhop of Exeter fbduld preat^, before iheir Lord- 
ofJVHatebp thefE^ ^£’Wd.‘to. 

Adinurned. 

^ . HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, Fthrtmry 83. 

Wearmouth roa^, Montgotn«ry poor, anj Harrowgate 
road bills, were read a third time and 

Mr. MtAirmarlng prefented a petition from the ^{Hietora 
of certain waterworks ar ShadWeJl, againft the huil'ding of wet 
docks and a navigable canal into Blackwall. 

Mr. tVigley prefented a pethion from a number of apqdte* 
caiics of London, {fating, that many perfons unqualified, were 
in the ufe of preparii^. Idling, and preferihiog medictnes in 
different parts of the country, to the great danger of his Ma> 
jefty’s fubjedsand prayii^ that fooie roeafure IhouU be 
adopted to remedy the abufe. . 

General Smith laid, he would oppofe the petition being 
referred to a Committee, as he had been informed, that it 
w..; the objed of the apothecaries to prevent chem'db front 
preparing medicines and giving preferiptions, urfto did it 
equally well, and at a much cheaper rate, and tbus the apo* 
thecarics endeavoured to engrofs that branch of the bufineu. 

Mr. IVigUy faid, that the prevention of druggtib trending 
medicines, was not the leading bbjedts of tfec bill % but tf they 
prepared medicines, it was light that they fliould bd qualified 
and fkiillul to do fo. The grand object of the biH was to re» 
duce the prolellion, like all other profeflions, to certtun pre- 
cilc quabficntions. In all other profelfions, ^ certain educa- 
Lion was required, and an examination to afcertain ability, 
before peifons were admitted. Ought it not to be equally iis 
in the builncfs of an apothecary, fince the health and comrait 
Cl fociety was, in an efiiential degree, dependent on fUedtcd 
{kill and treatment ? He thought, however, that there could 
be no proper obje£lion to referring the petition to a comnut.> 
tee, to fee whether or not there was ground for the complain^ 
and whether a bill ought to be broi^ht in. 

The petition was leferred to a Committee to examine the 
fame, and report to the Houfe. 

A mefiage was recf^ived from the Lords, Hating, that they 
had agreed to the WcH India Governors’ Indemnification biU, 
witncut amendment. 

A petition was prdfented from the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Common Council gf the City of London, againH the bill 
for making wet d,<cks. 

Alderman Anderjon fud, it would appear to the Houfe, 
from the petition, that tne Corporation dt dit City of Lon> 
don had itm contemplation to enbraoe a plan for iobuioiiq; the 

con- 
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Convenience of wet docks, that would be attended with 
none of Hie objeflions to which the other plan was liable, 
xteiHier would it ruin near 2000 families, noit violate an im« 
jnenfe quanti^ property, ^ at the it would, 

on much iea{ier and more advantageous every 

impotent which the other had in yiew^.^lic therefore, 
miojwd) <^^that petition 4 ie on the ^^lie,** whicii was 
^nd <^un&l aUowed, to he heard in of the 

pt^H^j'^nd alio in d^nce of the bill. . ' , , • 


*• 

* f 


► ■ ' GAME ACT. 

The Koafe adibdved iHelf-into a Committee of the whole 
Houfe, on Mr. Coke’s bill, and to regulate the commence- 
ment;^ the fhoodng of ^atne, and die terms of the former 
atd,>whtch w^'fronxChe'iirft of February, at which time 
cbqifeafon' clofed, and liw ill of September,. when it began, 
«vefe:^hanged for the ^zzth of February and 14th of Sepr 
mOftHMr^^dnring which interval, it fhould not be lawful to 
iiilt^atse^ . ' / 

' H6u& being .vdomed, the report of the Committee 
was ordered tabeoeceived the next day^ 

Major to(c to make his motion,J'dpe£Urig the 
giving a power to courts of‘jufHce, to grant cofts at difere- 
tion in cafes of mifdemeanours. He thought the motion he 
was about to make, would be of general advantage i if courts 
|iad, as in cafes of felony, a power, to this extent, perfons 
that would not be ufeful in a civil capacity might be made 
idjeM ip another way } they might be fent into the army and 
!Ti)us they would Ixcome a.feryice inAead of injury 
Asa flmilar inftance, he mentioned the, ,caie of 
p^l^s imprifoned, often having their punilbnieat abridged, 
y^n they confent^ to go to ferve their king and country. 
Another provilion he thought vdy expedient; namely, the 
giving courts xdiferetionary liberty to grant expenCes to,pei- 
S^.fonung to profecute vagrants, and fuch like. This, he 
a^s. awafe, wodd be the means of clearing the country of 
^hiiuifaiices. Mr. H. Major then made the following mo>* 
iHon, “ That leave be given to. bring in a bill to grant courts 
^iferetionary power to fix cous in cafes of mifdemca. 
“ ndurs, ^ in cafes of felony: Thaf courts have the fame 
diferiettoD to fix the expences of conAables or others, ap. 
** peariug as .witndres ^ir^ perfon^.adjudged vagrants; and 
ailb that Courts have a provihonary power of fixing the ex 
“ pences of witn^s in other cafes.” 

Mr. WigUy feidj he lAje^d to*^ giving courts of juftice 
^j^forptiona^ power, which might be often exerci- 

iir r.i'b 
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fed to a dangerous and arbitrary extent. He objeded to it« 
becaufc it went to aggravate ofiencfcs, and to enforce extraor» 
dinary and inadequate punishments.* He was equally un- 
fricnrlly to empower courts at difcretipR to held out a pr«^ 
mium to iuibrmefs againft vagrants and fueh jiierfonst as k 
would give an opportunity to wicked ment to fubjed the in^ 
noccnt (who mi^t not he able to diiprove their iniblrRMtioti} 
to unmerited penalty. He thought, therefore, that tbeho> 
nourable gentleman would do wal to fufpend his motion for 
tiie prefcnt, and give gentlemen tiU the next leceis to csniider 
Its expediency. * 

Mr. Heniker Major faid, that he was aware the meofure 
could be no pubUc detriment; bnt atnli events, the bill mig^ 
be brought in, and gentlemen would foe how for it was expe«> 
^lent. As togiviiw a diferetion to courts to 6x the expeaces 
of witoeiTes againft vagrants, and foch like, he ihot^t it 
could be attended with no abufe, as the bufii^s wodbd conae 
before the country, before juries, where the witneffos, and the 
perfous they informed againft might be known. . 

The motion was then agreed to, and a.bill in onkieqifotace 
ordered to be prepared and brought in. Adjouraedn 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Wedenesday, />^. 24. 

Heard couoftl in a Scotch appeal. 

The Ear I of Lauderdale (iL\ 6 ^ that in confrquexice of tbi ittUif- 
pofition of thcnoble fecretaryofftate, he would poftpone bis mo¬ 
tion relpeding the penfion of Mr. Burke, which ftobdfof'the 
next, to a future day. He defired, howc ver, to have it lin'der- 
ftood, that it was by no means his intention to'relniduifo' this 
bufiiiefs. 

His Lordlhip next obferved, foat Ss her Intended to ofteir 
feme arttuments on the loan bill, he wifhed that fimilar docu- 
tneiits to thofe prefented, agi«e^di1e to the aft of parliam<^nt, 
from the bank r'f England to the other Houfe, (hnuld be laid 
on thetr Lordfliips table : as the noble fecretary of ftafo wa| 
abfont, he hoped the mention of thefe papers, without any re¬ 
gular motion, woulc^bc fhfficient to have them picfented to 
toe Houfe. 

Three private billi wt*re brought foom the Commons, 

■ nil. Ill 

HOUSE .OF COMftdONSl ' , ' 

In a<o«mvt(efe df the who’c'l^'bnle,'’ a r^otufldh ti 
aHuw a bounty when the morulity among the flaves during 

toe 
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Ilio. not exceed a certain mimber;, and the report 

receive t^nacHTO ' ; < , 

JMn Qoke’fi ^me bill bcoit^t up. 

) 7 hc J&l for dObblifoutg Ck>ur{$ of Judn^utO; in Nenr- 
foniidland'Was iteada third time, and^pid^. 

Tihe ::^U1 for leaderi^ the Weftmmile»r IV^ce ^<£1 pcr- 
fieada.gcft (foie, acd ordered to bereM a fecond 
ttiifo on Monday foe 29th inftant. 

iftrd Sb^M move^ for leave Ao bring fo a Bill to extend 
tbeluw'of foe jE^net and Avon Canal, on -which. Sir WiU 
liam Young moved, foat the debate ariilng on the motion 
iboidid:SfradjouC;ned :to that day fonee rntnifos. 

>^re(for the««k(yoiirnnient^, 38 

NoeSf «■ - 14 

1 W 

Majority - 24 


. FfOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tburjdi^f Feb. 25. 

Tbe Etwl.eff Zttmierdale •c^’^ for the accoonts of the ex- 
penditwe of foe Bank of England, on foe account of govern¬ 
ment, for foe year ,3794. Tbeacoounta for 1795 were laid 
upon foe table, but-ne iaid it was neceSary for his purpoi'e, 
that the accounts of i794fhould be prefented for the iaipec- 
their icudfhips. 

fi^fordfoip then gave notice, that he would being on bis 
.iDOtion on foepenfibn granted to a4:ertain individual on i^xi- 
day the fourth of Match. 

Adjourned. 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
l^burjday^ Feb. 25. 

The Speaker having coumed out the HouTe, at four o’clock, 
land thirty-four members only befog prefent, he adjourned the 
Hipufe. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Fridayy Feb. 26. 

A bjll for dtlTnlyii^.the marriage of^Lamnnc;e Sbadwell with 
Eiizabefo Sophia Whiem^^ for adultery-with P. Kuelle, was 
aead,^ iecond tipte, ^nd "pyidenoniheard. 

, ^^tbe recital of foe U appeal^ foat Shadwell was 

yc^ J 77^. foi.^ prefent jKtfe, and. foat they 

tt^ypvCluifo^ Pf, which are «Dwihrfog. . T*be 

' ■ wrtnei^ 
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giving lei]Aii|mMra^Fre^cii Unguagt chtt^ri^ antd td 
Mrs. iiftill to e»t late, tiai,t*w tunB tN|^i9Ae[^ 

W4t> ^ lUffifdoA of »n lib.* 

prp{a«r io wli l» te;» i »n4 0i» £i#*i^flia m of «blt«ty, 

by |>'‘rping;^i^t!bekey*hoil««C ' • *' 

Mr* obtdoed » vordi^ of ttbook dbuttaglis 

agdiitl 

fb* JhilA\p%>fmknd prefeftted an dfeconftt of tbo* tti^ei ' 
charged on the four and baif per during thO rdfw^ of 
Queen Anne and George I. and llii,bMMjourndd< i 

__ ' 

house QF COMMONS; 

' Friday t Feb, 26, 

Several private bitts were read* ’ ' 

SLAVS CAKSYtieO S|bL. 

The Moufisy ill a comtalttee, came tO'fbverel mfolutioris (the 
fame » laft y^) to grant certdn premiums to the aptnn^ 
fargeony furgeon’s ni«ie» (Sn& employed'in the Conveyance of 
* ilttvesfrom thfetxnftof Africa to the Britith Weft India ifiaad<> 
Agreed to* 

Mr. Hobart li^tn moved* that it bean ioAntfiion to theftSd 
roeanrittee, to move for jleave to bring th a bill purikml^to 
the Md refoMioas.. Agtoed to. 

QEirsSAL FAST. 

The danfieJfor of the Exchequer moved, that die Reverend 
Uodior Uolmes be deiired to pteacb bebttft tbb||;,Houie, in Su 
Margaret’s chapei, on the rith of next, the ’^y ap* 

poin^'for a general &il. QrdertH^. ' . ^ 

v-iw«?rW 

Mr. Hehart moved Hot leave to bring in a hili* fbr the paf >■ 
and cloatbing ofthe thtlltia InihbtpartofGtoat Britain Called 
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A 

bill was In agitations it was conlide/ed ^ fait, itkat fyme al^ 
lowance fhould be made to the officerss in lieu of their lees.-^ 
He iliOBldldierejbrtf moires " That it be to the 

committee ap|»uited to conOdn- of the our waflr 

iMidis to imiuire ihto ^ lofs that by the 

officers of the Houfes provided a bil) i^r tbp gtner^ incloluie 
of waffc lands J&obld fiafs uito a Jaw i** action wa * 

agreed to.* . ^ 

euaucANs. . 0 > 

Mr. Tdr bredght up die rqlprt of the eM^onjiii^ to whom 
the petition from the publicans bad been refened^ relative to 
the lofs which that body fixftained in pewter pots. It ijppeared 
from the reports that value of pewter pots ftoko fiooi 
pobUcans, annually, dft^nted to the fum of joDsCCol. 7 he 
Wpert being read, 

h/tr» Fox moved fpr leave to Krint in a bill to prevent the 
fecretings purloinings and melting down of pewter pots.— 
Leave given. 

Ordered, diat laud Hood and Mr. Foxdopr^areand hrm^ 

< in the lame. 


CAMS tAWe. 

Mr. Curtain faid, thaf in confeqiuewce of the confideiatio' 
lef the report of the committee appointed to inquire into the 
citetunstances of the loan, being liiteiy to engage the attention 
' m the Houfe that night, he would defer his motion for the 
Mpeil of the game laws liU that day fe’nnight. 

i TJfS MAROONS Of JAMAICA. 

* > General A^Leod laic^ he rofp to call the attention of the 
i lioivfe to a circutnfianee which he could not thinb of but wrtli 


Ac ftrongefl impreffiens ef horror,-*«<ilt ahni^ deprived him ol 
utterance. He couH tioi^ conl^ftent with bis duty, remain 
’likot $ the honour of the Hooic, and (be credit of the nation 

S tre implicated, and he therefore ho^, that what be Ihould 
ude to Would beaileared up jto the latisfai^ion of the public. 
He held in hit hand a paragmph^ on bare perufal of which 
tho.bk>od ottdft fteesi^ and the mind of every mao muft ibud- 
der with md^inaticmi and horror. For .the noble lord alluded 
to in the artide, be had the higheft rerped i he admired him 
Rs a man, and loved hthi as a MUow-foldier. Of all mankind, 
lit coniBeived he woidd he the facR *to cotiotehance the horrors 
|i|mtaincd in the p a r ag r aph i And ho^ve His Idkjefty's Mt- 
PVa^schMupportuidiy of cpntredirang p calumny^ ^ con- 
|« 0 teFhRiofi or <whidh nusft iwctte geoml indignation. The 
KMHigni|lk 'to'iwhkh hft adverted, ap^pred that day In the 
^ WbfrAlng Poft. It pntpmrtetl to 1^ an extraft of a l^r from 

Jamaica, 
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• 

')amaica, afid after ilatmg other particulars it contained 
the fc/Ho«r% puifage, whidtr he would read as port of thts 

fpeeeh. ’ j. t^r^ 

** StraneqfUil^^ilie idea appear, h€t *t»a faStf vre halfw 
4tnp>^rted <iyiha one hundred hlond!i>lvput>ds attended 
twenty i^afleKirs, and they left Friday proceededisJo 

the wooda in ^dnt add deftroy the enemy. It ut the ■opinfaw 
■of people^n ih^ will have the disftnd 

What eficA will it have on Mr. Wilberfbrce? 1 flippy ^ 
jhnnks at;the idea of hunting human fleih and blood, as he is 
pleafed to iMfleiMns with bdood--hounds. We all wifit him 
prefemi ,We had finrere dut)' during Chriilmas hoiUdaps* Jn 
keening guard in and about this town, that being the cdttcial 
jun^re to obfirve the difimfitfons ofid^ fizves) but 1 am hap* 
py to fay., they are unive^ally well zfx&edt and I never faW ji 
ijuietcr Chriihnas; there is very little to be dreaded irtam 
thtm. OnC'half Kingfton IS in Trclawny} have been,there 
thtfe th t ee months myfelf i have been in one «rpeditioiB egiaoft 
the Maroons, in Charleftown' they immediately lay vbwn 
their aims. ln,3ddition to a number of fine i«iiow« tmit'llave 
',>{1 their lives^ it has coft the country above half ,n mlilion 
fiiicc the comtnem^ment of this unfortunate war. You would 
Scarcely credit, that 500 oi thele fellows could ibicSiglwith- 
ilatid upwards of 500^ troops, which ate the nunoher agamft 
them; the^ get into die inteuor parts of the mounemnSyand 
^t{s impofiible to get at them, i fuppofe you are almpft tiwd 
of reading; if not, 1 am almoft tired ofiWntmg; ib wdi Con¬ 
clude this iubjefl hy wi&ing a fpeedy exttrpiCiun to them.*’ 

Aft<k reading fudi a paflkge, he could not -conceiveli ,^hat 
there Was ^^ntleman in the Houfe whoih feeinm would hot 
be fhocked ^ the recital of iuch barbarities The gu<ciiU 9*- 
dlance mud bring to the mind, the ihockiing atrocities en¬ 
couraged by the Sf^iatds in the illand of Uuha^ m South 
Amenci^. The divertion of the plantefS there was to hunt 
down, for then fpott, thb orjeintd proprietors of the land. It 
was recorded by the bdl hiirotians, that thofe ferocious ani¬ 
mals, after proceeding to the abode of an wdottunatc family, 
hrft glutted bn the blood of the father, and then feined and 
devoured the Child at ^e breafk of the mother! He imeereiy 
truiled, thht for Smitar purpofes^ the government of Jaovaicis, 
had not Ibiit hfCeba tor Mood>bounds and Spam& QhajfJcuiQS, 
to ext&rininttfee the Maroons, the pre|K3ttars df, a part of the 
foj). Pat-liaihent^ for the orrdit of^tbe nation, was tnteiNi^d . 
in difeovermg udirthcr the paiagraph he had inft imu|i ims 
^sanded in hidt or fibf. He did fu»thnow dnsAwlelprd KIN- 
^ * 5 ‘ t , mm) 
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carra^) perfbnaUy, but bts fatniJy and tbc honourable general's 



wriWilpy people tneotloned in the paiagiap^ gentle- 

“^oke with fb much animation on the'lyh^rine^ com- 
%rf!tted 5ri France, they fhould rucollcil, that I^e Iran op- 
mahi but they never had reegurfe to fuch «. i ud- 

4l«i< jM!( t!hofc alluded to. tie had, in the Kaft Indies,,ivtn the 
'^Ibiher Tuppofting the wife with one'band, and Ma chddren e\- 
'pMo^ in his embrace w ith filming rather Ihan ibrego the 
•jjMrint^iple of fuperfliition early inftiUed ihto their iKtiom:*, but 
lie nbver witnci&d barbarities iimiiar to &ofe deferred m this 
'borfid paragraph. He^wilhed to be informed from ti.e Chan¬ 
cellor of the Fxchequrr, if there was the k-’ft fou.iJ-t on lor 
"tRe JnWIigenee; if whst W"’s ibted had i tally happentd, he tdt 
•IHtnfeft obliged, whatevn h s refpett mn?ht be for the noble 
lord, to bring him to the bai of the H$ule of Petis, to <xi fwtr 
ftir th» moft abominable tranfaSlort. , 

7b«iS>ancrlhr of the E^thgpter laid, it wa^itnpofSbde for 
him 'te^vh the honourable gentleman a deciHve aolvter tp this 
coelllon; he had, howevti, no difficulty in iR^ng, that no¬ 
thing'htauld be n.r L foreign from the ideas of Ins Majtftj’s 
minifters, than the carrying on a war by the means of blood- 
%trtind*, to tear p’oplc to pieces- they would htl as much 
IwJf-ror at it as any other genikmeii. riu* Houfe wpuld, he 
bdp«<l, fisB the ml^piTcty of his fitmg more upon this 

'r. Kriifr faid, that the ufe ofblood-hnunds to difeover the 
haunts of murderers, &c. and thus facilitate their deteiSiion, 
Was nothing newi they had frequently been uicJ in thlscoun- 
ttty for that purpdfe. Vhe way in which theft Maroons t,ar- 
‘licd on the war, was moft Ihocking; they injflacrctl, withouf: 
rafercy, every perfon that fell into their power, The utuatitni 
ot the country which whs the feat of the wRr, was cnoun-am- 
nus and wo6dy j thefr people knew cVery psrt of them, and 
Could cafdy conceal fbemfelves; it was therefore very pro¬ 
bable that thefc hounds had hecn iiitioduced for the purpofe of 
ftcHitating their dcte^lion, and not foi the favage purpofe men- 
tioired; of wlifch, he bcli^ved^j, few indeed werO thefe who 
cocertamed the idea foggefted by honourablr |enei J. 

< Fox faid, that no man could impute any thing like an 
iikisntidn oh'ihe part of hisiMajfcf^^ to conduift the 

wwr'by means fb ntvolting tdJiumpnity.-^As the fa<^, bi^vci, 
hudl^ffteh flitdil*, if was nlecHary that ttitf or/aife^qod of 

it ihould be afeertajaed. 


WAV . 





“ ',«r > 







"thatfuSwmSre3®;|?5? 

e\'cry i;fcwa(i&ip».toad^^^ He w^ibcc^ fifte^ero^^ 

;. PP®** -Mof^y -ps',it^,m^ 

ftirit; M^Jbi<mgie:i^. . g*^at',i^bl»c i:«nj3^r taqc^., .v^^aa, 
to cdiiS!l6i i*^^iu4'iis pait^uJK wcoovc^ 
frolri!tbiS’t'54^&J.^^%c'''t^^^'bi]^l,’^ fuHe^^he w^(|^ 

tb agitatS tbe eiglu^h^ 

r.ounblc gC'ntlert^?^^' ^tchj if in.ThceifU:»-, be-.wQjUki .^^i0v.<to 
wipe awav» heaijL^i pciSWv b.e, tfifuQiferf to 


awiM 

If 'nof, hfe wodid 'm llaff.’bave th%'4ti?^f3bp« tb. tt^lp, 
he l^ft the'mattef ih'be1takeIi,^^,,%,^^(^^ 

by 'fttf l^t6'e.a.^1^aft’WbS m ]ip^t?jf pomts pf 

of tjie motf i^tfef^jn'^fy jie had ever heardf. 

placisi :th€ honourahl$."^n,Ucmiin'.bad i 1 :afcil,..tb 4 *'.he,lj;P(iyB^ 

'the budnefs yi tont^mplatjbn,' and Iwu ^pnjropoiioned^tii©# 

'\'€r^f^-ly period.of thefeffion. . Sc^iomdly. he :^od wiiajt-tij® 


^ A y '• - ^7 u‘ • f*3 ' w •: ‘ • { S’. s^A 

pertealVcorrecli that the/xcportj oC;^^pan..c^nva;Mtta 
lain i CtJhfid^rabJe time oh ihe " Tiurdly, h'e faw^M? 


a fupk^l ^ g 

‘ m ‘ '■ 


,. ._-Ce; ToffmJyithi? nienponm ife nec^flSfy pf-hiA.^, 
JeSyin^.to^A^tp il^dnd a oj^up^nce wj^ 



lixed his mQtioh rbi: '*Mhnd3y/wti^i..,9l*Vii^^^ 

/-v/r. ..t»t..v .u. '_r.-A- 

■ a hpnc*^ra'' 



■Mhch'-bf - tffi 

be int^lviM'i 

■ -^fat^'alate'b 


sfi^ior.teknte. ■; , ... . t; 

fhe notice w<|» filled for M«iday. 
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itfSUMBP OZBAIBON THE LOAK. 

AltBi^ Att order of* wtl$ fbr the fe<iOTin<j of 

die a^<Mriitd icfoluL^oa 

VlB» 

y) ^ Tiiikt it appeal to fbit Kouic, ^ fur tl.w 

fmiifti feniiie, t>7 fruaml aj eu co(np<il^i\, 

ceBitf AT the iKbe^Wr, Kw twn gmst^ tlp»||iMC«|||| «j»lj}pr«l« S tL« 
fxttH ftO^ad of pitfaLc advaatagct'* * ^ 

]ji!IU» ff'Wiam Smith /aid, hd^tfid aM wiAi'%11/Ald^'aijny fur- 
t)KK MMfim m Tuji^t of the refoluthUia, but tb hiaft them 
to jr^ -OH ^ arguments he had Ibited oil a day, re- 

lerviogtblbai/clf tber^g^ with the itidnlgepte of thenoud’, 
t9 re|ily at the end of the debate, Ui aity obfenratioiis that 
cnifht'C^ for ansofwer. At preftnt, he deftredonly to be 
H^rhMU^ to aipend fame of the re/oladoiit. In the he 
ti^el tp fubilicttte the fumof 64<,oool. for that of 685,000). 
<at ^ fotMF per ceht. aimuities* In the aotb rcfcAuuon, in- 
fiaad of 34,076,0001. he wiAttd the Aim of 3^,3d5,o<^h to 
br otfcidOned M the new capital brought into die iVi^fket 
wHh a tridiAg Amendment m a reiotuboU n^edfn^ the ap¬ 
pendix of die rei’brt. No. 15, Mr. Smidi f'ld, tie hnd tTioughr 
tl noceAiiiTy to ilatt theie eiror^, fett genJemtn on the oti ci 
Adf might ground any afgumuus.< 5 rt him rri*ttt<i of niiftakc, 
that be woaid then waYc all foriher coTi’nen’- on rhe fubjedf, 
W)|cb he Itft to the dscdion of the Houfe. 

Sf li^er lieuginf raCc and And, he thought it linnc- 
€t^vy to make any apology to th< Boufo for takiiigBh active 
part in a fubjedt, which had pamcuiarly fallto under HIS eoii> 
ii^aMon, in confequence of his having been a member oi 
chat committee, the report of wh di tlM honou/able gentie- 
emwe jttad fo ftraumu/iy oppofed. He had inveibgaiei tn*^ 
franfa^ton of tihe foan with that attention^ w hudt rendered 
him capable of delivering hia optmon full and fredy. In his 
rt/itarches, be had ogute to lament did obvious want of eon- 
Aftcocy m the opinions of rhe honourable eentleman. Thp 
very coaunencement of the report, nhtdn the honourable 
geiidemac /aiKiltoned, /fated, diae ^ on thb inl^ieiStton of the 
]iA$, as well *a from the examination Of tlie parties, yoptCot/t^ 
Jm mgf mnd to fuppftt that ftny >inn!fferert(fo'took place 
ci|fhp pant ol any periods conrie<£led with go^dtnaif in the 
dmHfotitipttof my part of the loaik.** « ‘ 

<b>a cof)i|iiete vmdtcation of «thd mfnffter ahd his 
di^ds, he wBs alioni&cd to And the hdbostrabjt meolbdr re- 

il etde 
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« 

cct!e from hk Igft 4 ecUrationt« Xn biji*attack on the-Cbtuif 
re^lloir of tlie S»fillg<Wl!gri he vri(hcd chc,{Hfnoggiri^ble tnovet 
haJ been ib|m ;md precife. {lb had bmdgbt iot-f 

waid a loiiy^dln^of refoiutions, better Calculated perplex 
tb-in to I^I|iniA0 th^ fubjedt} and he bad concluded- bis refo- ^ 
tutions <9*^ aw perfe*^ inConfideiit with fuch decjar4tto%* 
•{lad the me hohdurable geatleatan's forty rejiblutCipn^ 

been coitijtirdSbd into dne general propolttSpn, thp Hooi^ 
would have been better enabled to difeufs the merits br 4e> 
meMt^i 0 f.thc, 4 M^>r After the hon^ gentleman <had«sK> 
knoiylrdgC^ In <he pouffe of the Uilr debate ‘upon the lul^edlC 
ih4t he‘wife fully convinced the Cbartpellor of tins Exche^aef 
ii4$ made no coriupt ufe of tthe ledp., he, by a fttdden autd 
lutaccountable change of Opinion* called the artemion of tho 
Iloulc to the very extraordinary cosopdence which he fafd' 
thi^rc appeared pa himto betwi’en chofe whohad contfaifted 
I 'r the iW and tlmfe bad met and hgnad the pecitioni it 
'j.iocer',s h«U in favour of^ the memwhich bad 
iatelytCf^agi^ fo nwch of theat^nton dC padfethtePt, and'of 
, nc ptf^felc. What wai> (he tnfereace to be drawn Ihil 
leoiark f Wlil$t Cpuld be concluded from >t, but that the hOh. 
gentleman meant to infinwate acaarge mat although thedutn<^ 
c cilor of the Exchequer was not eiumiy enough, ffbr that 
was the csqsreffion) to bribe members of parliament, by giv¬ 
ing them a lhare the loan, he had employtsd an huiuc£t 
means of corruption, by making a gift of two HtdliOnj and 4 
half, or ratiier of two ihtUibns tlx hundred^thoufand pobhds 
to baoki^s and merchbntfi of Loudon, to engage fhetit to 
give a fan^lk^ to hU meafures. , 

The hpoonrable gentleman whooppofed the reportliad fatd, 
that althoggb the Chancellor of the Exchequer might himreff 
be unacquainted with the u^due interference whfeh' his fubOr- 
dinates tn office bad ufed* yet, that an acquiefcence In the 
rerduvions befbr* the Houfo* wonlth briog tjie whole tranP 
ai^on before the pub)iw lind that an expoTure of tbc parties' 
would be the confaquence* Gentlbmen ought however to re- 
co)lir&fc* that when the hfis were called for, it Ifed become d 
necefTarapbje^b ^hd thq duty Of dw conuiMeiee* to acamine 
the iubmri^era and pqrfue fiach an enquiry aaiwoidd tend to re<^ 
move the <Wnuld artfu wntbe 'iAid' 

it had been.fji^ of the chmmtttee afitnr tbe*«moff^nature 
deliberation, folemtdy decliredi that no peiflui oonne&byt 
witbgoverrni^WUjtfeMjroaJyor wtdireaiy the fewdleft cdWSq^ 
in tbe*4ifit;tbtft4qh , . s ^ » 

It 

* ♦ 
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^ T,» ^ ♦ 

It vntAiaatter «£ Ui^Ife to "him M{^'"Pouf;las tfkst 
no^t»«|MAi»k^^ the .oaoBtRitke w»6 to he 

found IB #>e yffOTe them. , 

I ^ .• V SO ^ * 4 fe« • ■* 


fidsiiillons t^diu^^ulc}, he 
lidaRKl fbe vt^olotiorujin a hody* SojOu 


it would be |iece0ar|r to dil^j^ of bjr the 
fonie by a diiedAwga^ve* axtd othert by 
of ftiaorfiBi^y o'* 

ccttsJofS^- 



llllcft 

f bc;^i 
iho^it 


♦ 

n 



' opponte tendencTy in Mpptob^ojf of the Chan- 
Eiwhequer’s coitaudl^ and in opofoifm^ to the 

_ fir*» yiri 4 _.^ 4 >. .. . *> 



From bu oS^eyihe apowed in this trAnfaftion a« the ileward 
or gulrdian o£ the ^bltc; and any randotn and unfounded 
ai|>atj|0O6 agatnfl. ius cpndu£t in a public money tranfaftion 
oo^);to be ri^e^ed 4 $ derogatory to thp honour of the Houfe 
and the Country. 

Xhe •charge copveye^ In the refolutions, he faid* amounted 
to4h>s« thatitb* ChanoeTlortOf the Exches^uer bad negotiated 
thctariaa'of thepreient leap fro^ undue and culpable ipotivcs j 
a^hai^ that was founded upon the tran^ai^ims with Mr. 
Mprgau upd Mr* MeUdOb and their fubicribers, and gave away 
the loan to JVir. Boyd and Cq. upon a pretended claim of 
rijj^t which ne^ti enuiled, riutbebad been induced to give 
this oreforetMse on account of certain obiigauons conf< ned on 
bifn^ B<wd anihispar^, for which he rewarded him with 
«hM that the terms of the loan wei c fo bad that it 

wjK impose) without improper ptottves upc^i his mind> fwt 
a^rfoo offo much ea^nence andjudgment as shcChancellor 
of the Exchequefy an ^vocate for the moae'of competition, to 
comply with, that there .was evidence that better could have 
been obtained, that he diofe a tifoe of bargaining that gave a 
efoM advaOtage to the eonttaiSor, whtk be was fure uf geiting 
better rerfxis in Confequenco of the Jcing’s mefiage which he 
bimughc down immed^ly after the>hargain wus clofedv that 
fiede had been feleiStad m an unufual manner more to favoih 
the contractors. * * ' • 

. Eueh feemed to he the gtrrend oudine of the charges^ from 
the rcfiortof the cpirptitfoe vukly dufered* to fup.* 

fiort cbefe fuggei^iotu Mr. Morgasi, thp pt^mfipol of the d; 
math ptffitHr in his invcftigaidon, was brought forward, lieing 
JjtdWifolf tmceerudly mieyefiad tn tifc jcratb^oii* A 'very ibght 
r^^Mfonatfowtdfos evid^ forve set oyertbnm •every 

lll<aiMtu»nds»igtentfci to rise charaiSenof the Ciaii»qlilor of 
Hfbi Exchequer. It any alteration bad tajbaa piaco iff any 

pubUch 
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public; agroQtncuc> it was the duty of the Jt^intfter t* takecaie 
that the perfon with whom he had Mif cbiiferrisfie^ oh sfeb 
iutMe^ fhould jm Ill his pr<^i^ a’d’MMehl# 
IpecuUtion. AluK|A||^nration in fuch #(1 tf» 

ways J»€q, and he was consInewJ* hiA Mf**''' 

Moipan, (looa iff Ikhtt he would havtth^tt SWnplfitt-f 
demmfied. particular cjiigfencies rtftddKid *n ittera-* 

tion in the bargain tor ibe publit necefiary^ fhe irtmiftef, fS** 
the time beMi|^» h^d (iniforimy aflPorded the parties An aiie^te 
compcnfation.fbr'the difappointment. Such K ehangdwtis 
pardonable in a! tnlhiftcr. No tnUn held his property -on fikfti' 
a fccure tenure, hut tfiat eovermnent might make fbine letf* • » 
croachnients on it for the henefit of the nation at large. It ' 
wa<., however, always underftood, Aat the fufferer waS’en- 
iitled lo the mod ample corapenfation. To proceed to Mr. 
Morgan’s evidence, the of which ^mounted totit^si 

that he underftood the Wan was to have beetrtiecided hy fair 
and open competition, and upon the faith of that Undcmand'** 
mg he had tikcu mcafutes to erudsle him tohccomc an'of- 
fLicr by piovi^ng himfelf suid getting his friends to piovide 
and take Out of ufts a hrge turn of money itl >Order tPimeef 
that tomiTctition. If that bad been the h&, Mr. Mi^rgan 
inufl cpiuinly have fuftamed a Icrictis injury, but What ac¬ 
count did Mr. Morgan himfelf give in his evidence (rpon that ^ 
point. He fays, in his teftimony, that “ fiom the ^ 6 th of 
Oftober J 795 , to the 23 d November, his conViftion was > 
ftrong and pofith e that Mr. Boyd would be pteferred," iii 
odici wojds, that during that time he perleffly under^od^ 
that Mr. Boyd would have the loan j thertWre,' having this 
impreftlon conftantly on bis mind, it M^as impoftlble that ht 
could fuftaiii any injury. The following quotation from 
part of Mr.Mojgan’s evidence, corroborates this afllcrtion 

( On wiiat autbonty, Mr Morgan, dii yon reft yonr fietef «a the ^ 9 (h «f 
O^bCT, that Mr. BoyU vk uld have tba titan V ' 

Ml Morgm.— < On ronMentiBliafoniiuitloap which 1 cBAltently teceircil 19 

* wTuefiiay the a4th ot Novrmbn. At the public meetuls of tba fnbrcr.bm I . 

* tootu notice (4' It m thr matinri that I do now, and ohfentd, shltsba |oniia> 

* man who (ate itir the informitinu wm in the room tind hoard me. 1 did that 

* with t triew dlat i mi^bt not hr wtdcrftood to allude to any tiody chat waa aet 

* pirfcnt, but I wuuU not (ive up hi. Came upon any eonfidaratton.* 

This part of Mr. Morgati’A evidence was a tiooMdete nfM* 
tatkm of 1 h 8 ^ppofed belief, that he 
therefore at became hwn to give the 
, VuE. IH. 1796 , V 


was to ha:ve;iche lofMur 
isecsffanr acfermaliiaa m 

hifh 
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kif might not fuffer acy injtifv. But 

Mf« M<u^an afterwards, when called jopon to ftate' his au- 
tefpeaing ^•umo^r th;^ l^j;, IwA.was to h:*ve the 
meiltioaed, he was unacquMaiy .apith the perfon. 

^^an*^^*^** tbe to Mr. 

• Thai you h««f(i from wfeitai fcy a»me, thM pedUi^Sl^hom wu do not 

* IdmUvdUid bit iafiMOatiofi on the fuhjecl *' 

* Mr. Mofg^^r i»e»er hetrd that he had erer la!4 ariy omtts.* 

> A* you raid you had heard Madh. Boyd add tA, eoaffadtly alRird 
*tdf Rnlujy the toan, were any perfons mneii from whdm they had had tiu' 

Mr. Motgah.-** I ahraya nnderftood chat they fislt theiniiUe* confident cf 
^hMngHrj and To I cenftantly had the eonfidenrial infisimaiiun, and it igited 

* u^th yublu iiniiours«»a/hei> I faid Mefrh. Boyd were afiured, I meant thn were 
•^tbnfiJtidt * 


Fit>m the foregoing pafiages, it is evident^ that the uni¬ 
form dtnprcifiOn on Im. Morgan's mind, founded in his con- 
iidsatial informatfon, which was ft om a perfon, Yfoo had it 
from a perfon, who had it froth 'another perfon, ** that there 
Was to be no public competttioni" Convinced this impor¬ 
tant faft, Mr. Morgan, infiead of diverting the attention of 
his fiknds ought to have informed them of what he knew and 
feid,(—•* Go employ your money in fome other way; go to 
Mr. Boyd, he's to have the loan. It is impolEhle that I 
« oan affift yoo. 

To the aftoniflrment of the Committee, however, ahd 
hvery one, Mr. Morgan goes on to the twentieth of Novetn- 
* her, rcceivingyfoe per ofiff. and trn pgr cent, fratn his friends 
for the loan of eighteen mtliions, except, as could be proved, 
foom particular favourites, knowing all time that he was 
precluded from any fburt in the b.ngatfl, and rhat no advan¬ 
tage would tie gained by the fubferiburs oil fals lift, merely to 
jgfre Coloufi to fiibfot{went piocecdii^, and to alHsrd fubjea of 
declamation. If, therefore, Mr. Morgan's friends received 
any injury, they were not Injured forely by the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, but Iw hi* • Morgan, who induced foem to 
fofce meafutes for folmUng fotdr eng^ements, Whed he knew 
they would not be accepted. TKd'tlm Mr.^Mhrgan fuftam 
ftty injury by the twti&ttion ? cCrfaWly not j he alferl- 

4 he knew Mr. Boyd v^ld have.the load. ' Ahdthdr tefli- 
ny agafoft Me. Morgan was that of Mr. Gilini, ihb 

ivewwr of the Baak, wtfo in his “cYldoiitie faid^ ^ that hb 

Ki',.. - *.,1* ’ ' ^ knagifted 
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Mr.^’iWbr^ b(^i^e(} risi^l 
was>• Bifcfe‘ 
tbtit he had a n^fagl^l^tef (hire df 

Itft'thJfe in So tbat'fdrheihi^, fbOTed,, 

oat extreii^ly^pflols in the cbndu^i Mr. 

even by his daelaration, , that be could cntect^io lio hope 

of fuccefs, nMj^^<f;Condhiom!wUbal) th^.feWerihersv 

they would not iuiy thing ha do with afty !Qther4h9&ihla 

moonjhine JilL tbcna of the ad vantage. tSsHK^s 

to be deriv# So far geo^d^^. 


to be deriv^frjiAf!^ lift* So far geo^, 

men would ft was .uj^ftifiablc to draw any ' 

from thcfe Aiot, ' which could in the leati implicate the Ch*iibr- 
ccllor the ExchJ^uer,., Mr. Mo^gaO* throughout his examU 
nation, fays, he had confideimal^authority;, on which he CQiddl 
rely as tf) ti .. detcrminatipii| of the minift^,. tc| give a^e^fijr^ 
cnee to Mr: Boyd;. bit when prelTed For Ids authori^be 
declined, though be admitted that the peribn who gave him the 
intelligence,. was neither a j(bryantipf^gavefja^r‘t»"f!<W # phr- 
fon in confttkhce of the Chanp^leif K 

the rev^wens.^ cafe, his ftlence wonld-b? jqfJrtaitvy^aiife 
worthy and bop^rable. .Indeed the whpKof. his 
which related to the invifihle agent, partopk fo much pf jithe 
ludicrous equivoque of moifcrn cotuedy, that .h^' cpald !Df3% 
help iropreffing it, on the cohiideratioa of .thP-HoufeJ . Thefl? 
was/no circiu^ftance in the iltt^tionof th^fperfon who-gav^ 
him this intelligence,-he admitted,, which entitled him to.any 
particular credit, except that he believed him >ro he an hqqeft 
man. -Thus, the gentleman h^d not the cftpunaftance frowthe 
Chanqe&br.pf stW Exchequer: not .Boyd, hc: had ^*f 
frpm a perfoialh the city, who, with the. aid^of rumptrr, he 
cohfidered fu^ient. . There was in fa<ft In tite evidence of 
Mr. Mor^n, as many bearfays and rumours,r as the number 
of the relmutions brought forward the hqnowrahle 
man. Mri Morgan canije be#ore parliament whh what,? 
■With a petition complaining 4 ft;;grofs jnjory,, , 'B^ whim 
did the mifeohdudt attach ?—>certainly.tp hitnfelf, ,te>w’ards^is 
own rqbfcrilcws, as .muft appear his,own tc^mony in tlte 

min'utet^ of. the repdrt.. [ ' « 


'' ' t 


?"» '' 


nabnt were w^naeaift^h aocorate, U t«^«uthorife; ^ciUjp- 
£haraaeir^,lQ li^epjoac^fe .jj® ;th«t of-'the 








not be veryprafouno^ as he hadn^mbeci^ 

' ’ - ' * CCU' 



i64 • WOODFALL’S FARUAMSnTARY RKPORTS. ' {Common j 

tfonc^riAd in mote than qrie loan, o^ich wati iit the yea 

Jf793‘ ' * * 

Having, tberefiOML <i4»fed of that pat< nf idic charge whic; 
faewfted that Mf- Morgan had been the ChSirtcello 

or wjc Exchequer, Mr. Douglas came (to ewtfider the nex 
mtt of the ch ^rge, which Is, «that the CWcellor otf th« 
Exchequer had always given a decided irnsfiMienre lo a loai 
tipOrt tlie prncipkjot a fair competHtonj and that, in thi 
inftanct, he had departed trout Jl.’* This brouch 
mm •to the confidcration ot the manner4)fi^4i^fakb Mr. l3o)d’ 
claim of preference was founded, 

Mr. Douglas made feveral quotations from the eviderce, tin 
principal parts of which were: 

« Pid jou nrl objci^ fimrU to any nefut aljon foi a nfW join, jrtvj i to *^1 
exp ration ot )dui u jor ih pic(.edjni t ?an 

JV^r* 6>y4 I ccifimlj d d not mintton to the CninHJot cf tht I 

* w-hr? th^ report of t^xc ntgoluCmii tf th loin iiih Kcc-'rOc loitr* , ll it ru' 

* party themfelves entitled top*cvcnt ihr pc^otidtioii ol my >lU i 1 an 

< the hft pivwnt of the preredlrtg loan took pUcr/ 

* Ji\i )Ut yfhAf. time* did >ou H it underTand thit a loan vi liktly to iiVt }1 k( 

* f rtU 1 J'lccof thi. 1-96? 

Boyd,«n-« \bout ihr m c* Oftotcr* 

♦ D*A lou »Mj 'Jt ^ ni*, t>atc to the O n u ir 1 1 ’ a^chiq irij 

f thecU.TL wriLh JOU corn turd ti t ll on the p’-t r' 0i ( h rU sofili t i 

^ «v*r fbjr a jicei r rc^ i| an^ nr^* lo tri m ^ 11 n ^ >t i 11 

Mr i tth-imi ih'* ri^* 1 

* df the ^not 01 the ii*hf ri^nr^) tn nuto laiiouof the nt v 

* t^poA tbit tlu: (liimrl) ir ^f the f XL.'e^ue reeaitd un vjil ^ to 

rdtnitot lien rftn<n> l»n<* I <‘^*<1 at «Ka.tr-n u»^,ht !«»■* , ue 

< ^ kj d tbxt vintU puat akrr 4 il>* X- i-i u up 2 tlut <.rc*i/iOu a 

* tue t hinu 11JT ot the ^TlIw^Uv f4*d, !«• w ^UJ fend for our par-.) to bear ttli t 
^ tiit) kaUoiaY(, jrhrc any ooirpftt^wn fliuli ! ikc j Ucf, I>ut ht 

< po^^uclj det'-rmmrd noL to admit ot the* h*ai th»* Iineutioxica,* 

* Ahwvhat jetWJddjd th»tiltr^l»ie? 

Mr.B I w«nk itv\Jtoiithemontft of 0£tobrr ’ 

Mr. Morgan’s ffieiids as ftated by Mr. ]>oug1as, had re- 
poited thut there was an (epaiate oonhtcncc With Mr. Boyd, 
'i'hts waS fome devidtton irom the truths as tt was noi a !(.> 
I^ai^tc conlereoce with Mr. JOpy^aloney Mr. Uiles, the Go- 
Yernor of the Hank, and the Dqiuty (iovcHior it appeared 
sre prefect. In confequence of what then paiBied, it was 
teed that a >quaiflted compeitlion' ftould ba pdierttd. (H 
chudb htetf the honnmabte gentleman had, and the Go- 
vLtnor of the Bank admitted} that} at the tcaniailiea of the 

loll 
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, laft no 

' other fhould take ^ace till that.t«^i difpofed of} was 

. jJlogic.il} a>\d that 

,ifenwas aWy Wfiften, ;/it.,waSji»9 able ex- 

d^vtfe lie .agrefcd, ^atid be t)?*^gbt IjJ^ewife 
fiitisfa^^oty; J was- indllpjatable ,tbat the intr'ofiu^ijon of a 
new loan.^^ tc> dept-t^iaue the pld.'/ It\ was. faid^jhat all 
the fcnip^iph^'r^^; in the preceding year’s loan,tt'ere'-<^<i«a!]y 
interefted irt'^#atter with the contractors,. ^;e<jMauy en¬ 
titled to d|3|^;fyt«.th tbenw The coptraClors, hovyevtsty were 
the only parties with whpm the Chancellor of the Ej^^qner 
had tPdo.'* The contraiSors, after running the .rilk .ibat at¬ 
tended the tranfaition, were entitled, to the advantage nor 
could that be leflened or .withdrawn, n*pre than the piemiutn 
of an infurer, when his adventure is f^CcerstuI. The con- 
tivuilors often keep,in their own hands, for a c.o'nfiderable 
period, agreat^afe of.the ferip, and referve the lofs and the 
profit to thsnvfelvcs. Even thpudh Mr. Bojd had overifated 
the qua;irity of floating Icrip}' and reckoned it 5^090^000!. in- 
ftead of ,3,000,0001. .the- argument was not ■ removed, but 
only weakened a little, in a degree, for even that 'n'bula have 
been a great ohjeci to be aft'eClcd by a new loan. In this' 
fttuation could the Chancellor of the Exchequer^ the ^ardian 
of the public faith, as well as the manager of its fthariccs re- 


jedl a claim Vo which he was then pledged ? A ftridf adher¬ 
ence to an engagement, and a liberality beyond the reach of 
little motives, mult Itkbwire produce a ntore {towerlul con¬ 
fidence, and more pernsanent advantages ut the country than 
the laving of twif arti a half per cent* The tettimony of Mr. 
Morg:arii who fays that Mr. Boyd's preftiretice was fecufed by 
his accommodation in the affair of the IdamburghbilJs,-is con¬ 
tradicted by die Governor of the 13ank. ' The tratifaction 


was the anticipation of fums provided by 'parhumenr, but 
which had nor teen paid up of the inans^ and the perfon who 
acted as Mr. Boyd djd upon the petafion, was -engaged in a 
concern were the faith of parlianrteut fecured him from lofs, 
'.Mr. Idoyd made a profit w one per cent., on the advance of 
2,5<bd,oool. The ©pinion of the Governor, of the Bank, 
when he faiid that fw^private. mercantile Koufb could creditably 
have.ei:p{doye 3 fuch/Att^xptilicnii, waa fctttnded;up(Mr ^the idea 
of,the tr^tlry or the government, of,thq;CountTy-,teingya,fom- 
me^K’ho»te>; whjlfe the publiq ftpth ©f the ptnifyn^^erc in 
reali^"p}^^ed.,..rTne'/ulni ©/f-.iiaUs was i^ugh^preifjfaWcta 
treasury ;w.airante, tecauft bilja ,wofc much ,fi^d to 
.«f;|^ttiatioa and'mercantile ptiKPOfts, v'l 

Mr, 
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Mr. Boydi in bis evidcnipe, as the repart evinces^ flatmi 
expreTshr that be bim&lf fuggefied the pUa to tire Chancellor 
•f the Exchequer. , 

< Wh^t the emcHint of the efltally advanccil in fitk tnWtfi 

Not more then TOO,cool/ 

^ Aic yo>a certem it wes es much 
Mr* It ccrtaiiiJy was not imoxv ^ 

‘ Whf re Mr Waller Boyd, junior, at the time thetfe WJtf we*c draw** =" 
Wr. In London/ 

* Whm wax he at time the bills heir date 

Mr» He wa./ at Hamburgh, as u mentioned In my letter to Mr, 

< Long/ 

* WKi' wit the rrnfon anttist rg tbofe bills ^ 

Mr, b y®,—• Breau/t, i* <v had^i \ dat<d at ilir i *nc tliey were driv*n, 

* they muft have bom dj^f al London^ tvh co would htve tuuncdiitcfy puMilKed 

' the traorpd^jon, vhi h, i i tie be i of ol^ puipofrs (1 mean the public, lerv lc) 

* Iwas Ijfnicitmw to tonceil * 

* Were tnj of theft h ils oftered f »r dira>uDt at the Bank ^ 

* Mr«Bnyd*—* None of them were ever offered by me, or by my honle. I 

* ganhotiaywheth r, aKr I had ncgotiau J thtfc oiUs, any ai them wtu oifetsd 

* alfthe Book by the tdorLc: * 

t Dh yna conB^rr it as a regular commcrcnl 4 ir f on for a perfen to UiAW 

* biU$ ax ftont Hamburgh, when hr 1.. act 11 ly m London 

a BSr. Boyd.<-M‘ Cenamiy it u not tbi uiual modi, md indetd Cannot be that 

* iti mdltfih commercial tranfa^ons ge tiaily lake plict 

* foch a praSb^.e ckemul unonj i ^ m^-rJuiUs a leguiuT «.ommcrci«l tranf* 

< akSIon^'" 

Mr Bojd,—^ The ^ueftion itftU Hicwx mcoutr'libly, that itcjnimt be a jregu 

< iartianfidtion-^-r is as regular as tlir uruumfta.v.c of the caic, with all ebe 

* v]eW.» whitK itaadnercflary to LonCuei at the riSie, uinM adraii would 

< have been eafy for me to have rendered the tranfa^tum much moie regular, 

* giving orders to a Hamburgh to draw thtfc bills upon the Treafut;-^ 

* b^tthen I nsttfthaic coflamumcated to that houfe the obje^s of the draft , 
^ wpchl w,Acd to ooafiae as much atpoITible to the knowkdgeof nt) own houft, 

* and thoft immediately conne^ed Witik it, and I moft hkewife hive paid that 

* houfe a conu^uIBon for drawing the bills, wluch would have thus become a 

* ch^ge upon the Trealury/ ^ 

IVbatcver gontkmen might chuCe infinuatc, Mr. Oug- 
‘’ the XnticifMtion> through the meJium of^thc 
,^urghBi)I«) 'Wtiwik fior tranf^diion, though perhaps notAi^ljD 
conuncnnoMil. Biit H iiras between tite Chancellor of {the Ex- 
cbei|«ar, i<in the at d Mr. Bo^d* a<> a mcicbantand 

Ba^adr; *ou ’Bhe iatcir had the o/goYernnient 

pledged 



e 


w ^ * 
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pledgi^ tb him oh the fubje£li.confii^cdiiy the 
Itament; If the wHble tranra£tkm''KdJ bceo.,mcrelyr 
Mr. Boyd Vrbuld have been entitled to hairecomd to the bar of 
the *h 8 fulfilment of the-agfeement^'' It 

-was therefbrft‘immaterial whether he pof&Aed a treafurjt'War- 
rant or mere memorandum. Neither, reqiiifcd 'flatnpsi and 
the bare wdfd of the Chancellor of the Ewheqaet was ample 
fecurity for Boyd. ' . 

So much for Hamburgh Bills; to return again to the 
confideratibn the loan, it was next faid, that the tei-m^ of 
the loan were bad, and that better could have been obtained; 
and here be muft take fome Ibrt of notice of the contradiftory 
allegations of gentlemen bn the other fide of the Houfe. They 
are confident that more advantageous terms might have been 
had, that a declaration of the minifter, that the qualified com¬ 
petition was at an end, would have multiplied the ofiers to 
contraft. While they exhibit this plenitude of confidence in 
the rcfources of the country, this flux of money from the .met* 
cantilc part of the comniunity* they, upon other, queftions* 
reprefent the rcfources to be dried up, , and the, country„.in-* 
fiate of alarm' at the rapid progrefs of approachiing,ir«ink 
Among the curious afl'ertions that were let out in the cetttrlb nf 
the fpeech bf an honourable member was an intimation, that 
no lenus fhould exceed 4 or S per cent. Yet he was at.a t^tal 
lofs to conceive upon what principle this curious and origirul 
datum was grounded. A hsnus was a corapenf^tion for rific 
arifing out Of the varying pofition of eVentS, to occur between 
the period of coiJtra«9ing and the completion of the payments, 
it eould not be expe^ted-thata man was to bind himiclf to ref- 
ponfibility for millions, engage and combine"others in his views 
to forward his iutereft, and that by the (ecurity of their cha- 
rader. and credit, without fome advantage held but as an in- 
dttcementto b'rm to venture fofar, on the part bf the country. 
As to the difference between this biintts and the tqjplicatibn of 
money to intereft,-be remarkedi that it ■ might be converted' 
into uitbrcft by the parchafe of annuities. 

Oh theksth of Novemb>er,whcn the contraft With Mr.Boyd 
was made, 3 per cents, were at 67 J-. On the yth of Decem¬ 
ber, tbtjy wcr« 6 $|., Her? then svas a rife «if one tfat. .Cal* 


Mr. ii(lP'#hi' i^tedi ^at he, tyoifld )Mve ^this icam;^ 
a1. doubt^ it excciwi^^^ He^v^ 

however, tflifa fairofth i%d^y»eft',,ithe dif* 

Morgan would have gained only 

on^ 
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fetiotti^ j<^w'y ? Dites^y:6itel>e1b(!<>ea mercal^lk.inan wQuId 
whoJc Jeogtft ol!t<>mjing^isJift, his con- ' 

ne^mSf padding the rifk of <evcijts,.&Ci for ^^onfidcratibn 
gf one feillwg'/•rr., ct»/. jBtit fcie..cojpies afteri^ds and telfs 
you, thfibeda«s^|ofay beihouJdh?vetake;n,ii:'^|^^^ 6d. 

Can ,;?niy ti^sw fay be believes bim? H 
tie did not t!ie#n to infinuate; any. thing 4£|l^ jdaetredibi- 
lityvoi-j^it gentleman as to any, amrmatiob^-^'^j^i^e ^ per- 

he hop^, be itnagfiwd that he ufing wjjac 
beil^il^rily meant, to fliiuj, any ^rlbnefs ofexpeffioo upon 
the Ocfcafloni^but when that gentleman, by a fprrit of rerro- 
adltVNe dVyination, ventured to precli^ what he thought, under 
certain'copditioj.v>, he might, or might not, have brought bis 
mind toy he prefumed he might be permitted, to doubt the cor- 
refloefs-oif,Mr. Morgan’s memory, .or the foundnuTs of his 
judgment. Nay, he would go itiJl farther, and would refer 
tbe.Houft to obvious cpirful^atiDns, tending m demonftrate 
prudentially, fpeaking, with,.rrferertcc to the e^ftihg circum- 
tmsepuld not have been the opinion..^ Mr. Morgan 
bifi!ii^« .,B,ut afier; all he would atk, even if tlie country was to 
gain.S33voool. or 900,000. by dlllblvtng a bargain, which be 
wjauld aidnvit vvas hot complete till ratified by parliamctit, would , 
evt^^that fum. be adequate to comppnfatc the flab which pub¬ 
lic credit and the credit, of government would receive by fuefi' 
an finprccedeiued procedure? \ 

Another fubjebl of rcniark on the other fide vvas the clr- 
cimiilauce of the loan being given all in -^:^er and it js 
thereby intimated that tiie comnii^oncrs. tor liquidating the 
nattorrai debt, from the fcantinefs of that were compelled 
to pnrebafe ini:he4 per cents* But be was,, Shocked at the ,un- 
Mttcrous ina - unwarrantable iniinuation. Gracious God! 
Goji^ any pub for a mpnaentthink that peffons vefred with lb‘ , 
lamd q chara^r,« , *b«i of public .guardians, pf the national ; 
honour, could enter-int®the RftUfy petubtibn of accommp-* , 
dating the fubfcjribars itbja Joan ? ^ h yvas an outrage on coW- ,’i' 
p)on"fenfe, and an infu^ upoa^tpcii in general wbqfe combined . 
atid-individual chara^ib^, were^Jupefior calumny and above 
tie^tatioj^ , Nor in. y?as i^e tranfai^ion' h.^ter" com- 
pkie^y within ^thetr operation j they,, as men. 



the, coidbk' wqr« fhqt'it the 
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heir purchafe. No eviJerjce.therefore exifted to prove that 
more favourable terms could have been obtained. ’ 

Having trefpaffed fo Jong upon the patience of the Houfe, 
Mr. Douglas faid, he was neverthelefs yet compelled to requeft 
their indulgence to a few words upon the charge touching the 
King’s meflage.- That mellage it had been faid, the right 
honourable gentleman muft have known fome days .before, 
and muft alfo have been aware that the nature of it would 
produce a rife in the public funds. To that the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer the agent of the public, high in office, and 
unimpeacheable of integrity, had alTerted that he had it notfn 
his power fooner to communicate it} and he could not but 
give implicit credit to fiich an aflertion. It had been remark¬ 
ed, that thus fituated, it was the duty of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to have contratfted for a ftiort loan; and after¬ 
wards have procured for the public the full benefit of the graci¬ 
ous declaration, in his Majefty’s meflage. 

Such a meafure, it was cafy to demonftrate, would have 
been a£ling on very fliallow policy, and calculated to augment 
the confidence and infolcnde of the enemy; whom it rather 
became us to daunt, by the fpontaneous and full difptay of tfie 
rcfources againft which they had to contend, than to exhibit 
ourfelvcs ftruggling with narrow fupplies, and as if unable to 
furnifh, but by fcanty fubfidies, the demand of another year’s 
war in which we were engaged. The whole of this argument 
hinged upon an unwarrantable inference of the efFedt of the 
melTage, which, it was flated, muft confidently be relied on 
. to produce a rife in the funds. 

Let it be remembered, however, it was a matter abfolute^y 
certain, that thofe very competitors with Mr, Boyd themfelves 
doubted the manner of its operation. Mr. Morgan’s idea that 
the loan muft inevitably have been his, if Mr. Boyd had been 
difmifled, was a ftrange conception; did it naturally. frilnW 
that we muft be in love with a Wclffiman, becaufe' we tiin’c 
love a Scotchman ? What could be the ground of this allbm- 
ed confidence and fccurity; There might ftifi, he faid, te 
other lefs important points, but he had already confidcred the 
. general arguments. The refolutions in his opinion, with tfie 
bbjeift to which they were direrfted, were altogether unwar¬ 
ranted by the evidence. There might be principles of them 
which he could admit, and*fads that he did not deny, and 
coupled as they , were v.fith ftrong implied cenfurc, he could 
not give them, bis, concxirret’ce. He fhould conclude thefc, 
his obfervations with a remark as to the refult of the moft at¬ 
tentive confidcration of the evidence? that nothing which 
vVoL, HI. 1796. Z ‘ appeared 
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appeared upon inveftigation did in the flighted degree xfFeSt 
the purity of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, whom the re- 
folutions of the honourable gentleman tended to implicate in 
■a cenfure conveyed by all of them, except one, which it was 
therefore mockery to {ufs. He obje£ted to them in toto. 

He protefted againft the whole thirty-nine articles, [a loud 
laugh] which, while the laft acquitted the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer of perfonal peculation, yet affixed upon him the 
blackell; crime, treated indeed as a mere peccadillo^ a crime 
worthy of impeachment equally with any oiFences commonly 
its fubjeef, namely, the having been an improvident fteward 
of the public intereft. He ibould therefore move, that the 
whole ftfing might be got tid of by the previous qiieftion, as 
containing .unworthy and unfounded infinuations. Nor was 
this all tliat it was becoming that Houfe to do; it fhould go 
further: an allegation had been made, it had gone abroad be¬ 
fore the public, this allegation had been utterly unfounded; 
not a particle of improvidence, much Icfs dircA pecula- 
- tion, could be even attempted to be fubftantiated, the mere 
refutation by a vote of contempt, an unanimous negative was 
> not enough ; it was not fufficient that the Houfe declared there 
was no caufe of blame; they were called on to fay that they ap¬ 
proved, to vindicate the integrity of the minifter, and to con¬ 
vince the country what fenfe that Houfe entertained of his ho¬ 
nour and judgment. Firft, therefore, he fhould have the 

f ileafurc of fubmitting an amendment upon the leading refo- 
ution of the honourable gentleman. 

In place of the long firing of invidious refolutions moved 
by the honourable gentleman, he fbould move in fubftance, 
that it appeared to that Houfe after full examination into the 
. fubjedi, that the late loan had been contra£fed with due regard 
, .to the national intereft, and in the moll: advantageous man- 

. And, for ever to do away the (ligma of the fortieth refolu- 
tion from even tlic friends of the miniller, he fhould fubmit the 
. propriety of one cxpreffing it to be the fenfe of that Houfe, 
that there was net the flighteft ground for fufpcdling any per- 
. fon connected with government, of availing thcmfelves of any 
opportunity of peculation from the knowledge of circumflauccs 
tending' to raife the public funds, &c. 

Mr. Douglas then moved, to leave out all jtbe words of the 
reli^ution, moved by the honourable gentleman, after the 
'. swords, “ public fcrvicc,” and to i.nfcrt other words by way of 
j amendment, in which cafe, if his propoiition were agreed to, 
qj^fiion amended', would fbnd a& follows : ' . 
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That it appears to this Houfe, that the principle of snaking loaiis fur the p,ob» 
lie fecvice by compeutioiij which was introduced, and has In general, been a£bd 
upon, hf the prefent Chancellor of the Exchequer has been produAivc, in many 
trilanccd, of great public advantage; but, that this principle could not be ap- 
p*'cd -n its full cutent to the bargain for the late loan, coitfiftently with the pe¬ 
culiar circumilances of the cafe, and with that attention to the.equitable cUIsns of 
indWiduah, which ought alkvays to be fhewn In tranfadtions wth them on the 
behalf of the public. 

Tlie amendment was immediately feconded. 

Mr. Frauds faid, tliat he would not long detain the Houfe 
by what he had to offer, being extremely anxious to hear what 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had to fay for himfelf, or 
whether he mean; to reft his defence on the arguments of the 
learned gentleman. There were, however, fome parts of the 
learned gentleman’s fpcech, upon which, as a member of the 
committee of enquiry, and of that Houfe, he f< It it to be a duty 
to the country, to the Houfe, and himfelf to fay a few words i 
they fhould be but a few, as the learr.C"' gentleman by the ex¬ 
traneous and irrelevant matter introduced, feemed to have 
miftaken what ought to be the real ground of his defence, or 
to have endeavoured to divert the attention of the Houfe from 
the real obje£l of the enquiry. He rofe, therefore, principally, 
Mr. Francis declared, to fet the Houfe right and prevent their 
being mifled. He confdled he entertained little hope of con¬ 
vincing the right lionoun^btc gentleman, that the rcfolutions 
ought to be adopted j fince he had faid, that true or falfc, he 
was to r^eef them without diftindtion. He ihould by no 
means go into minute calculations; being thoroughly con¬ 
vinced to what Aender purpofe they were ever adduced in a 
popular aflembly, and wilhjwhit little attention they weie 
accompanied. Befide?, fuch minutepo^, Was by no means 
material to the objedt under .In the contem¬ 

plation of the prefent fubjedt, it>^w«'\»3[Ot,;, the afeertaining 
whether fliillings or pence, more or’Ji^' gained or loft ; 
they would not be attended to he believed, tior did he think 
they merited attention tncre or tll'ewhere. The learned gen¬ 
tleman had completely miftated the ground of argument, and 
argued upon matters not ctTential to the point in iifue, viz. the 
queftioa how far the Chancellor of the Exchequer has made 
a provident bargain for thtf public, arid if he had not, to what 
motives his cbndudl; might fairly be imputed ? The ftrlt might 
be proved, the fccond could only be matter of inference; it 
never from the nature of the cafe, could be afeertained and 
eftablifbed by evidence. No man accufed w-as entitled to 
^lead charadlef againft condu^, or expert them to conclude 

^ 2 that 
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that he had a£Jcd faithfully, becaufc the worft motives poHifale 
were not to be proved by witneifes againft him. In fadt, al*. 
moft the whole of the learned gentleman’s fpeech had been a 
Jigreffion from the queftion* He had inccflantly travelled out 
t>f the record; but before be fat down, Mr. Francis faid, he 
.would endeavour to bring him back to theqqeftion. Hehad pro- 
prbnounced a panegyric upon the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s 
charadter, and argued as if his perfonal corruption had been the 
foie objedi of enquiry. What had that to do with the fubjedt be¬ 
fore the Houfe?. Had any man either in, or without it, ventured 
toinfinuatc or imagine, that he (the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer) had the folly or depravity to be corrupt in his own per- 
(on ? Was fuch a furpicion calculated to fall in with the con¬ 
ception every man muft entertun of the right honourable 
gentleman’s underftanding ? Mott afi’uredly fuch an idea 
never was intended to be impreffed by cither his honourable 
friend or the committee at which he prefidcd. Here therefore 
his fpeech came under the defeription of a defence without a 
charge; no corruption whatever had been alledged. There 
had been no cha.rge, and 1^ had mentioned it in the commit¬ 
tee that no defence was required. Their anxiety on this head, 
however, produced all the cffedl and fufjneion of felicitous 
defence without previous accufation. The learned gentleman 
had.iaid confiderable ftrefs upon the opinion of the committee, 
declared in the otitfct of their report, viz. “ iliat, on the in- 
fpc*Slion of the htts, as well as from the examination of the 
parties, your committee fee no ground to fuppofc, that any 
“ interference took place, on the part of any perfons con- 
ne£ltd with government, in the diftribution of any part of 
the loan.” That declaration, the learned gentleman boatted,- 
had been made ]^jj^yi|yilBtiimous concurrence of the com¬ 
mittee, chairman and his collcague.s; a 

deicription ,ei(^^ji^|i|H^y[lomnnttce not very parliamentary 
in point unjutt in its application. The 

word calUaaue^ manner, would have no meanings 

if it were not intqS^!^‘ to intimate that the committee was 
banded into parties, one qC,which was determined to cenfure 
and to condemn ; and that the opinion, (^agreed to by two 
or three of them, who might be fuppofed to attend on the 
part of the oppofition, mutt be unquettionably true in itfclf, 
and in all its confequences. To this he would fay, that he, 
fpr one, having diligently attended that committee until the 
]att two days, which be imagined would have been occupied 
^(h. life forms of clofing it, as he conceived the bufinefs 
>vas in. .effeja oyer, was not prefent when the preamble to 
. the 
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the rqjort was voted; he, therefore, did not concur in liiat 
rcfolutionv and he believed his honourable friend who hiid 
brought forward the enquiry, and feveral others gave itaieithet 
their countenance, nor their approbation. Had he received 
notice, or imagined that it was intended to prefix fuch a pre¬ 
liminary refolutiort to the report, he moft certainly would 
have attended to ojipofe it. In that fenfe of it, and under thp 
explanation he had given, the relolution in queftion could not 
be faid to have been the unanimous opinion of the commit¬ 
tee. It therefore proved nothing, being cxclufively the a£l 
of the learned gentleman and the Chancellor of the Exchc^ 
quer’s friends. It was not therefore iinanimoufly carried, 
and he, for one, if he mnft fo term them, protefted againft 
the opinion of his colleagues, in order that the Houfe might 
know vt'hat degree of weight was due to their preliminary rdo- 
luiion; Thus this refolution, upon which fo mnch ftrets was 
laid, feemed to be an irregular and unavailing opinion without 
authority and without concurrence. Nor was it a matter of 
light moment to confider, how that committee was confti- 
tuted, nor ‘tor what purpofe. The committee was appointed 
to “ enquire into the ciicuinftances of the negociatioii of the 
“ late loan, and were impowered only to report the evidenece, 

“ as it fhould appear to them, the rioufe.” On the refult or 
eflcdl of that evidence or any part of it, they had no authori¬ 
ty to report an opinitm. Nor could thev have it oMcrwire 
than bv cxpTcfs terms in the refolution of the Houfe, Waving 
that (kbjeiVion, however, which in limine was decifive, let 
them confidcr a little what the declaration in itfelf amounts to, 
and taken with all its ciicumft.anccs, what w'eigat it was en¬ 
titled to. 'f'he committee fay, that, “ on infpection of the 
“ hits, fic. they lee no ground to I'uppofe chat any interfer- 
“ enee has taken pl.ic!*,-.vc.” \V.o that enough ? Did the 
appear from tiit. evidence? If it did not, the nega¬ 
tive propofition left its own qu.-ftion untouched. Wtiat un- 
portance did it derive from the pcrfon-i, who concurred in it? 
He fpoke not of the foriTi.il conititution of the comnuttce, Ixit 
of the matciiiils, of winch it was in fadt compultd. He 
meant nothing perfonal, hut it wotdd have been fruitlefs in 
him and his honourable friends to have given any oppofitioil 
to a rcfuiistion (iipported ]fy 20 or upwarus, who attended for 
the purpofe of deteiuling the condudt of the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, and, being ajl honourable men, in proportion to 
their fenfe of honour were moil likely to be influenced in fa¬ 
vour of their beneraclor. Any implied iippiobation which the • 
coinmittae beftowed therefore could not inicr inconfutem v m 

him 
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him or his honourable friends. He did not mean any thm^ 
dirrefpeflful to thofe gentlemen in their private capacity, but 
their public fituation ought to be confidered in their teftimony 
6 f approbation; he would {fate a cafe which would anfwer his 
parpofe and at the fame time avoid any thing like invidious 
perfonality. Suppnfc, for inilance, his right honourable friend 
(Mr. Fox) were Cliancellor of the Exchequer, and that he 
had been the fubjc< 5 l of fuch an accufation; would it very 
much tend to clear his reputation, that a committee compofed 
of the Secretaries of the TreaAiry, the Paymafters-General, 
feme of the members of the Board of Admiralty, and Board of 
.Controul, all appointed by himfclf, pronounced him blamelefs? 
Put this opinion of theirs into a refoiuiion, that he was the 
faireff and pureft minifter this country had ever known, what 
weight could theyexpecT: it to carry? Not the weight of a 
feather. But his right honourable friend, he well knew 
would not iji a cafe of the kind lely upon fuch wretched evi¬ 
dence for his acquittal. 

It was extraordinary that the learned gentleman ihould ne- 
•yer have confxdercd in thefo refolutions the only materiai quef- 
tion, whether in this tranfadion any elTcntial benefit was loft 
to the public ? The injury had been completely overlooked 
by the learned gentleman, who had been labouring foJely to 
refute what never was advanced, and to diiprove what no man 
had ever furmiied. He fhould think, therefore, that the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer wou'd not reft entirely plcafed with this 
imputed innocence, however refpedable in private life, his col¬ 
leagues might be. The learned gentleman had faid a great deal 
with greatafperity, and he thought with nollttleinjuftice,againft 
the credibility of Mr, Morgan’s evidence, grounded on the ex¬ 
treme intcreft, which he fuppofes Mr. Morgan to have had to 
tnifreprefent fuch pans of the minifter’s conduct as afteded 
himfdf, and to ftatc them in his own favour. He had alio 
taken pains to prove that Mr. Morgan was not injured, and 
had no reafon to complain. Mr. Morgan’s intcrclt was not 
the principle inquiry which the honourable gentleman who 
moved it, or the committee, had in view; neither was Mr. 
Morgan’s credibility the proper queftion, but it bad been the 
honouiabic gentleman’s objed to withdraw the attention of 
the Houfe fiom the true point, and to millead byqjyading the 


proper fubjed. Mr. Morgan was a credible witnefs where 
he afleited nothing improbable, aiyl he believed he was fincerc 
in bis offers, becaule they were xeafonable, and vet yielded a 
pruht. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Francis faid, he had no acquaintance at all with that 
gentleman} he never faw him until he was examined 
witnefs by the committee, and then he muft confefs that, in 
his temper and deportment, he faw no indications of diep de- 
fign, of cool, thoughtful, guarded cunning. To judge of him 
by appearances, there never, perhaps, was a man fo little 
qualified by nature for the part of an impoftor. He mull: be 
an idc’oc, indeed, who could be Impofed upon by Mr. Morgan. 
Mr. Francis declared he gave him credit for what he faid, fae- 
caufc he faid no more than was probable. On the other hand, 
if, with the moft unimpeached charafter, he had ftated things 
utterly improbable, his charadlcr alone would not have fecur- 
cd his evidence from fufpicion. In by much the greatefl: 
part of it, he was fupporteJ by the concurring teliiinony of 
various other witnefles. On that aflertion, ou which the 
I( arned gentleman denies that any credit was due to Mr. 
Morgan, and which, as he affirms, muft have been a mere 
after-thought and fubfequent invention, when he knew the 
terms 0:1 which the loan was adlually fettled with Mr. Boyd, 
viz. “ that on the 25th of November, if he had been called 

upon on that dny he would have* offered thofe terms fiir the 
“ loan, which he ftated to the committee, and by which, if 
** they had been accepted, an advantage of 499,500!. would 

have accrued to the public.” fie for one, ivlr. Francis 
declared, gave Mr. Morgan entire credit. Becaufe he 
knew that, on thofe terms, the loan would ftill have been ex¬ 
tremely profitable to the fubferibers, and bccauie he had good 
reafon to believe, from particular inquiry’, that men of the firft 
property in the city would have been t;lad to have gone halves 
with Mr. Morgan in that b-argain. Was there any thing in¬ 
credible in his afleition, that he would have made fuch ai> 
offer as he ftated ? Afk any intelligent man to compare the 
offer with the circuinttance? in which it was made, and he 
would fay he would not have hefitated to in the fume 
manner. 

He did not mean then, and with their prefent knowledge, 
but on the 25th of November and with all the circumftaMcrs 
in their view, by which tranfaiiiotis of that fort are com¬ 
monly governed, as they aiflually ftood on that day. With 
regard to motives of a ^r^-at iiitcreft, which might influence 
the teftimony, and Itflcn the credit of Mr. Morgan, let it be 
remembered tli.'t all the competitors had an inteieftof the 
fame kind, and full ?.» conlidsrable as he had. To believe by 
felcdfion was to adb part;a!l’', and indicated an intereft in the 
exandner juft as muen as jn tne wiinefs. What however was 
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aH -ttet to the purpofe? What had they to do with Mr-t 
-Morgan’s intereft^ or with the injurt^, which, in his 
i^nmi or any other, he is fuppofed to have fuffered? Tiib 
learned gentleman travels out of the record. In the refolu* 
tions-propofed to the Houfe by the chairman of the coni- 
mittee^ there is not a fingle word on cither of thofe points. 
The true and only objet^ of inquiry both there and in the 
committee was, whether the intcreft of the public was or was 
not faithfully guarded by their reprefentative and truiiee, the 
Chancellor of the.Exchexjuer ; whether the public had or bad 
not been eflentially injured by any adf or omiffion of his in 
the fettlement of that loan, which he had at his fule difpofaL 
AJr» Morgan, however, it appeared, was not to be credited, 
becaule he fufpected the Chancellor of the Exchequer of col- 
Jufion with i\Ir. Soyd ? Was be the only perfon, to whom 
that fufpicion occuired ? Let them look at the evidence of 
Mn ivldlifh. 'I'hat Gentieman'b charatSer at lead was un- 
iufpe^ted. ‘‘ When Mr. Boyd and Mr. Robarrs were called 
** out of the room at Atr, Pitt’s, (ou the 25th otNoven.bsr) 
“I had a fufpicion that it would not be by competition, and 
Piid, key day f a fecrct committee !'’ J believe, Sir, I (hall 
heabletonjakeit appear that what then was fufpicion to Mr. 
Mellifh, ihoulci now he conviction to this Houfe. The learn¬ 
ed gentlcn^an objc'o, with great vehemence and indignation, 
to the two laii rci'oluiions, as if they contained propofitions 
palpably faUc or mondreufly ahfurd. The former aflerts, and 
to that part of it he would conUne himfLlf at prefent, that the 
loan W/is a^//r to Mr. BovJ- T he evidence proves that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who had uniformly profelled 
and held up the principle of free and open competition, arnl 
who bad invited the competitors to ius houfe to bid for the 
loan, did, on the 2 5ih of November for the firft time, and 
after a Ibparate coolcreocc with one of the parties, propolc %o 
the other con)j>ecitors another principle of what is called a 
competition, which they inflantly refufed, and which 
the governai cl the Bank tells you, that in their place, he 
would not have accepted. Air, Boyd fays, “ \Vc were very 
willing to leave the fixing of the pnee of the Joan to the 
** Chancellor of the Exchequer,” 'I'he governor of tlic 
Bank fays, Their anfwcr was, that they would truft to 
Mr. Piti’s candour, and take it dn bis own terms.” And 
in a few minuter, the loan vv^as theirs. If this be not a gift, 
in all its effeits, Mr. Erancis faid, he ftnuid be curious to hear 
tbjff'Jearncd Gemleman’s definition of that word, and fttppof-**- 
^ what terms be would dcicribe it. I'he icarn^ 

t * gentiematt 
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gentleman did not deny the previous conference, alluded, to 
in the third refolution, but he objected to calling it feparate. 
The epithet, was in his idea invidious, and calculated to con¬ 
vey a felfe idea of the conference, as if it had been fecret, 
whereas it was held in prefence of the Governor and Deputy 
of the Bank. It certainly was fo. The conference was ne- 
vcrthelefs feparate, in the terms and meaning of the refolution. 
It was held with one of the parties, while the other two were 
excluded. The competitors were afleinbled, by appointment 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, to bid for the loan, as 
they thought, on equal terms. The Governor of the Bank 
fays, that on the 231J of November, “ I afked him pointedly 
thequeftion. Whether it was to be by competition ? and he 
told me, certainly it would, and that I might tell the gentle¬ 
men; and then my fufpicions were done away.” When the 
parties meer, the firft thing that happens, is a feparate confe¬ 
rence with one of them; the next a propofal to the other two 
to bid for the loan on terms incompatible with the principle of 
free and open competition. 

The laft of the refolutions was that, Mr. Francis obferved, 
which filled the learned gentleman with particular indignation, 
which he could no wayendnic, and which he faid, he would not 
only negative, butfubflituteanother ofhisownin the room of it. 
Let that propofed refolution be ever fodefedivc, falfe or unjulf, 
the learned gentleman ought at all events to (fate it fairly. 
He afted, wheiher it were pofliblc to advance a propofiiion 
more extravagant and abl'urd, tlian that two millions and a 
half had been given to the contractors for the loan, and loft to 
the public. The learned gentleman was not very exaft in 
ftating large loans. Forihortnefs probably, or to lave time, 
or to Ipeak in round numbers, he always called it two millions 
and a half, when the refolution.s fpccify two millions one hun¬ 
dred and lixty thoufand pounds. At this precife fum the re- 
folulions eftimate the profits to the contributors at the expence 
of the nation ; but do not fay that it was given to the antrac- 
torit or that the whole or it was loft to the nation. Undobt- 
edly a fair and rcafonable profit to the contributors ought to be 
allowed and deducled. The remainder is evidently given 
away. But the vihole premium is truly ftated as a profit to the 
contributor. There is no other way of defenbing it. At 12 
per cent, on eighteen millfons it amounts to 2,160,000!. I 
know that at one period the premium on the loan rofe to twelve 
and a half per cent, and that fomc of the principal holders of 
cmaiim did not fell at that price or near it, as they might have 
done, becaufe they expeded it to rife to filicea or lixieen ; and 
VoL. III. 1796 A a fo 
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fo it would without doubt, if the cxpe£lations> fallactoufly held 
out by the King's mefliige of the 8th of December, had not 
been defeated by the fubfcqumt conduit of government- 
What the real intention of the mcflagc was, I know not; but 
I know that it was Cijlculated to anfwor a jviirp<.r(.‘, that it had 
a confiderable effeif, and that, fince that tune, the cunt'’uts 
of it had been diicarded and forgotten. 

** 1 fhall now endeav(Hir, Sir, faid ]\Tr. Fj*ancls, to ft.Uc to 
the Houfe, as briefly and diftiniflv as I what in my 

judgment, are not^ j'nd then what are the true efu atiril points 
m iilue, between thofe who applaud, and thole who corKiemn 
t^c conduct of the Chancellor of the Lxcluquer in this rranf- 
action, and which alone dtierve iIk- atiennon or c HijuU* 
i,verv artempH ro ftiiA tli<' quefhon or the charge f'on* !*'• real 
2 iomid is, in foil!'* uri'U-^', ^n :dTr» flu-r,. P^lcu ot c\nc’ :c: t e 
jiiii hiiny, vchu know the co. Ilm j m* ', w‘ou!d not :o 

bud Io-mc, oi t‘j f;Jit uroiu)d, d ujv r *£ thcmfcivcs 
tn i-tii »ind hono xrable aigunieju, on t'lc n;.J OiCiits of tlie 
fubiect. The li:ie o; i .\<iiHitK 2 :' •!>, w'-L^ttbe i ii.bt lioiicur- 
ablc gent’tmairf friends mceiTai'd} i'UTi' -.d in the coinautlC'', 
."^ndtd to provi. )<in e ;i!npofi.ior.-, whi'.b w'ere jisl djfjjiitc. 
T'ht hoiiourjLdv of the 'I'rtviery, 1 wi’i 

rf-nieinber n«y uid exprefi.!)' th-U the reiel.-, M-oUj.':! 

tr/er fb f-v<-*t!'>’b!e r.-^ fnm, woid.i K r-p-.-iliiou;', '!;;t it \v-'- 
^ defence v -oiout ^ iiiui th.r l e..i:t:or;ed iitm ag.i:n{’ 

the n.itxrn! i.jrf-iente nnir be n from th t n - dv oi 
procecdirii:. ‘f'i.e y ad-eicd lo it in tli»- toiotnitree, li,. i 'hee 
rely upon it in liiedeb-t. . We ibnl; (ec witn u’hat ertl' i. i 
itier: rrien liiat, .idiOirtii-g the !;.uricd r«.t;t](,ii:an ro bav;- 
.-Tto bi^own viifire fatisi. iba: ibeie no ^lounJ 

to I'llpect t.'ie Chyiiv tilur of ihc- r xt.ni.<irer oi hav'D;:; turned 
in? ioan to bis v,^.n accoent, or ev, n wfiinving diftnbnted 
ariv portion ul it arn n" bis friends in eittiet Houfe of Paili^-. 
-riiene» ro rev.’;.''d or ct^rnipj: thei.i, whicii tor the prtrftjir f 
acifher .irfirnt nor de.iV, he ha- prosed nothin^ to I'v ptirpole. 
He n.'iv ;t:iitcd rigorciufly wne-re there was m ■ ti;- k, and ex- 
fulnted great courage, wheto there was no danger. He knows 
very well hov/ diffictsit if not iinpolbble it is, even in the 
•^roireit iranfatfions, to obtai)/ duect proof of corrupfon be- 
uvren jiiinil^ers and mcmbr.rs ot ^oailiainciu. He knows, or 
ought to know that, in the picfcut cafe, that fort of charge 
was never attempted. h,iy honourable friend, who moved 
the inquiry, not only did nt-t lay proffitJtion os roriuption to 
the charge of the miniffcr, in the Icnib taken by the learned 
.gejukn»::i-, but did txprcbly and repeatedly dilciaiin it- So 

did 
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did I and others in the committee* Not that the contrary has by 
any means been made out in evidence. Of luch propofiitons, 
the negative is full as difficult to prove, as the affirmative. 
We faid, and we adhete to it, that it appeared to us that a 
rnoll improvident bargain had been made for the public. W e 
fay now, and we have proved it, that, in evgry fatt of the 
tranfatlion of the laie loan^ the public interejl has heen jacrificed 
bv the Chancellor tf the Exchequer, If I am afked, what could 
be his motives^ my anfwcr is that I cannot penetrate into the 
hearts of men, or judge of their intentions otherwife than by 
fa^h ar)d circumffanccs, and by a comparifon between con¬ 
duit and proPdfions; but that in this cafe, in my opinion, fuf- 
feient ground is laid (or all the conclufions drawn by the re* 
folution^. That point fliall be confidered in its place. If I 
am an-ced, whether I fufpeft the right honourable gentleman 
of perfunal corruption in this bufinefs? I anfwer frankly and 
without rel'erve. No. I fcorn to infinuate what I do not believe* 
Neither do 1 pretend to hav'eground to believe that the loan was 
diftributed among t’ne members of this Houfe, and therefore, I 
fjy no;h:ng on that he id, The dilfi ibution, in the city of Lon^ 
(peaks for itlelf. 1 j that quarter undoubtedly, I fufpedt that 
c<jrri4ption was intended, becaufe I fee the eftedl. I foe an ex* 
orbiianr profit given, and a correfpondent condudl in thofe, 
who received it. But the Chancellor of the Exchtqucry in his 
ozvnperfoN^is wiT/ituulaie ! Tou may prcoc any thing elje\ buty 
fince yon cannot prove that he kept a (hare in the loan for his 
own lifcy your objections and your charges fignfy n'jthing- That 
is^ we have proved nothing, bccaufc wc have not proved what 
w'e did not allcdgc. But after all, Sir, is it much to fay, 
foi a riuin in his elevated fituation, for a man of his uuder- 
Ilnniiing, that he is nut vile enough and fool enough to take 
money in his office ! Could be do it, without the aiiiftance of 
a middle man, of .in agent? Mull he not employ a banyan ; 
and if he trufted himfclf to a third perlon in a bufinefs lb full olf 
danger and difficulty, nutll he not be sconce in the power of 
that perfoij, and his fl<ive for ever? In all thefe tranfadtions, 
there is undoubtedly a clear, available profit to the minifter. 
But who is it fufpedds him of taking it in (pecie ? The thing is 
morally impolfiblc, I acquit him on his underftanding. 

‘‘ In all the preceding obfervacions, Sir, I have intended 
little more than to clear the ground, and open my way to the 
body of thcquelUon. I Ihall ftafe it now in the only form in 
which I think it ought to be ftated to a popular aflembly, aud 
in which 1 can hope to make mylelf underilood. A'linutc cal - 
eolations of pounds or pence w’ould not be attended to, nor 

A a a would 
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would they be intelligible, at lead with any explanations of 
mine. I may not fuccced in afccrtaining the precife motives, 
on which the Chancellor of the Exchequer has aflcd. Bot 
that he has aided on motives incoiifident with his duty, and 
that he has wilfully facrificed the public intcreft, (in fuch a 
man I cannot attribute any thing to ignorance or furprife,) of 
which he was the appointed guardian, the Ipccial truftee,— 
thefc propofitions, I am fure I can make out. By what evi¬ 
dence ? By a concurrence of undifputed facts and circum- 
Itances which cannot lie, and all of them meeting in one 
central point, the profit of the contractors. I fhall bring; them to¬ 
gether as cloicly, and compare them as accurately as I can j and 
then let it be feen whether, fo ’collected and fo compared, they 
do not amount to a moral proof, whether they do not force you 
to a conclufion, which, whatever you may fay, the human 
mind is not made to refid. Judgment is not yet at the command 
of volition. If it were, the right honourable gentleman un¬ 
doubtedly would be as fccure of the efteem, as he is of the 
partiality of this Houfe. On the prefent queftion, it is not 
within the limits of polTibility, that their inclination and 
their judgment fiiould really go together. Now, Sir, I 
requeft the Houfe, in obferving the fofls, to be attentive to 


the dates. I need not Ilop to prove th.ai, to afeertain tlie qua- 


is proved and admitted. Firft, til) the 23 ! of November 1795 
it appears that the Chancellor of the Exchequer adhered to the 
principle, which he had uniformly protefied, of free and open 
competition, and that, until the 25th of November, he did never 
exprefs an intention of departing from that principle. Second, 
by the evidence, on which the eleventh refolution is founded, 
it appears that Mr. Boyd’s fuppofed light to ohiecl to the iie- 
gociation of a nev/ loan, was llated to the Chancellor ci 
tl'.'- Exchequer fome time in Oifober, and that he proinifed to 
fend to Mr. Boyd and his party, to hear wh.-.t they had to fay, 
before anv con>petition fhould take place, but that, at that time, 
he fietKcdjofiiiVLh deiermintd net io adjuit cf their cla:m. He 
never lent tor Mr. Boyd. On the 23d of November he ftili 
adhered to his plan of free and open competition, and invited 
tl'.e competitors to meet him on the^ 25th, in order to bid on 
that principle. 'I he Houie will ohferve that 1 fpcalc of facts, 
as they appear on the furface ot the evidence, not asi think 
they really were. After being rcitiindcd of his engagement to 
Mj . Bovd, firff in a converfation, and then.by'a letter of l;he 
>{4tb of November, he fays on the 25tb, that the circumftances 

had 
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batl come, hut recently to his knowledge, and that he did not^ 
admit ai^\ obligation to exift. He feems to have fOrgotttSttf. 
not onlv his original engagement to Mr. Boyd, butthe re^- 
vival of It in OeJober; and indeed, not to have been very 
much ftruck with the force of it, when it was again detailed 
to him on the 24th of November. Let us confidcr a little 
what this right and claim is, which appears to have made fo 
very flight an imprefdon on the memory and judgment 6f the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, but to which at Jaft he fubmits 
without rcfiftance, as if he were fuddenly overpowered by a. 
torrent ot conviflion. In this place, Sir, it may be proper forme 
to premife, that whatever I fay on thefc points is meant to beex- 
clufively applied to the niiniltcr. I have ihe plcafure of know¬ 
ing Mr. lioyd, and fhall always fpeak of him, as I think, with 
the greateft conlideration.—Firft cf all I find, from Mr. Boyd’s 
Iciter, that the contract for the loan cf laftycar, was en¬ 
tered into under the ccnctltieyi^ that no other public Joan for 
this country fhould be made until thv i.eriod, fixed for the laft 
payment of the loan then contrail k, for, fhould have clapf- 
ed/* Here the claim begins a pofitive condition 

which, if it could be proved, v.Tt.J make all genera! argu* 
ments fuperfluous. Mr. Boyd alio a s that it was not reduced 
to afpecific form, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer has 
no recollection of it. In a queftioa of meic fact, l>ctween 
him and Mr. Boyd, tho' rather loo material to be leadily for¬ 
gotten, 1 am willing to allow him the lull bejidit of a feeble 
memory. But obferve what the n:4tiirc and qu;4iities of this 
right are, and then believe it, if you can, that a right, fo 
founded and fo qualified, fhould efcaped tiie attention of fuch 
a man as the Chancellor of the Exchequer, or that, when it 
was revived and brought back to his view, it fhould have made, 
fo very flight an imprcfliono:i bis mind. Mr. Boyd fays, it 
is a right founaed in jufiicej^ You may not remember an en¬ 
gagement; butjuftice, though often violated, is not quite fb 
cafily forgotten. This right is ulfo founded m the natnve of 
things. A curious (lefcripiion certainly of a claim to lend mo- 
ncy, from a contractor to a Chancellor of tire Exchequer. Or 
is it one of the rights of man newly imported from Paris ? But 
K alfo partakes of the quality of a metaphyfical right, 

Boyd contends, that it inherent and wetUevcihle in him as a 
contraSlori that, in that cnaradlcr, he could nut leparatc hini- 
felf from it, and ihai, as fuch, his right and he were indiflo- 
lubly attached to one anotlRr, and w'ould have continued fo, 
though he (hculd have parted with all his fh-ire in the loan, or 
eveutho’ he never fhould have held any-part of it, but only 

have 
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Ibave acted as agent for vthe other contributors; and tho’ he 
idinfelf admits, that the contractors for the loan of 1795, could 
not lufFer any pecuniary Ibfs by the introduction of a new 
joan, otherwifc than as holders of ferip. His own words arc, 
■*‘,>ButI do not underftand that, while I fell or alienate a part 
•' of the loan, I transfer any of the inalienable andinherent right, 

•* which belorigs exclufively to me as a contr&ilar.’* This to 
iHe, I confefs, Sir, is a new fpeculation, and therefore it is 
fKtfSble that I may not be a proper judge of ir. But this 1 
know^' that all the witneffes concur in a very different opinion, ^ 
vit, mat as there could be no pecuniary lofs but to the holders 
of ferip, all the contributors to the loan of 1795 had as good 
n claim, as the contractors, to a preference for the fucceeding 
loan, in proportion to the amount of the fharcs in the loan of 
;1'795, then held by them refpeClively, and that not one of 
thieinir on that principle at lealt, appears to have been confio 
dered in the prefent loan. 

^ But leaving this problem to fhift foritfelf, you will fijid 
‘^ttbe right, fo claimed by the contractor, has heen reco^nif- 
tdhy imftantprafiice andpiihlic opinion. Here comes a quef- 
tion irflaCt. Has it been the conjiantpra^icc? If it has, you 
have a cuftom without an inftance. No fimilar cafe has 
beenftated. No example has been allcdgcd to make good the 
affirmative. The truth is, that there never was a precedent 
in point. The Governor of the Bank fay., “ he does not 
rrcolleft any loan made for the receipts to come out before 
^ the others were totally extinCt, and that Mr. Newland had 
“ looked back a great way, but, fince the clfablifhmenc of 
“ die Bank, no new loan has been made, when two payments 
ofthe preceding one were not fulfilled, as in the prefent 
** cafe.” The allerted right of the contractor is therefore 
clearly not founded on conjiant pra^ice. But it would- be 
treating fuch a propofition too gently, if I contented myfelf 
With faying, that it has not been proved. I’here is a dccifive 
lii^ 'on the other fide of the queflion, which annihilates the 
tillegatton of praiiice. Allow me to Bate this pointdiftinCtly. 
This moment you underftand it, you muft be convinced by it. 
The contractors fay they cannot relinquifh their right, without 
evident loft. How are they to lofc ? As holders of ferip be- 
lobging to the former loan, hy the introdudiiort of eighteen mil- 
liont mort into the market. But ifiyou look to the evidence, 
fcta will find there is one opinion, in which all the wrtnefl'es 
agree, via^ to fpeak in the terms^of the fourteenth rcfolution. 
That the value of the exifting funds is afFeCied in a far 
greater degree by the negotiation for a new loan, and the 

■ - **'feo» 
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fettlement of the terms thereof, than by the making the de* 

pofit on fuch l6an dfter it is fettled.” Mr. Boyd himi^ 
cxprefbly objefts. to the negotiation of a new Joan, while pay^ 
ments on the former loan were depending; becaule undoubt¬ 
edly, if injury be done to the holders of ferip, it mufi be by 
the negotiation and Unns^ not by the depofit. Nowr, Sir, fup- 
pofing this to be the truth, as it certainly is, it appears by the 
evidence, in oppolition to that conjiant praSfice and opinion^ 
alledged by Mr. Boyd, that, before all the payments were 
completed on the loan for 1794, a new loan for 1795 
negotiated with Mr. Boyd, while confiderable fums of the 
preceding loan were oueftanding; yet the contributors to that 
loan did not objc£itofuch nettotiation, or make any complaint 
on account of it. You will find the fadt moreprecii'ely ftatedia 
the 15th relolution. I am not arguing now about the validity 
of Mr. Boyd’s pretenfions to a preterenee but, fuppoling therix 
to be good, in tht-- fenle and to the effect ftaied; is it poifible 
they could be forgotten? Or, if they were not valid, why 
did the)' prevail? It would not be difficult to aflign a proba¬ 
ble motive for the minifter’s conduit; but, as it would be 
fald to amount to nothing but fufpiciuii or conjecture, I fhafl 
leave it to every man, whoobl'ervcs the faCts, to conclude fot 
himlelf. There are fiill fonie material oircumltances in this 
tranlaClion, very well worthy of your attention. Mr. Boyd 
obtains the preference, ii not, a> we call ir, a gift of the loan. 
What follows ? He triifti to the candour of the Chancellor ctf 
the Exchequer, and agrees to take it on his own terms. Wlnit 
precedes?—A fingular fact. In the beginning of November, 
for the firfltime, the commiflioners appointed to buy up the 
public debt, began to make purchafesin the 4 per cent, ftock. 
The bargain for the loan was fixed by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer himfclf in the 3 per cents only. 'JThat is, he did 
every thing, that depended on him, to lower the value of that 
commodity w’hich he meant to difpofc of. Fhe 4 per cents rofc 
of courlc, t>y this new and unexpected inveftment of more thati 
half a million in ready money. Whatever that advantage 
amounted to, ought to have been given to the '^per centSy m 
which the bargain for the loan was concluded. The learned geni» 
tleman faysthat, inNov. 1795, thepurchafesby the commifli- 
oners could not be made ifi the 3 per cents annuities; becaufe, 
|n that month the books in thofe annuities were fliut. So they 
were in 1794. So they were in every preceding year. The 
times, at which the feverarbooks are fhut, in all the funds 
refpedively, never vary. Did that difficulty occur in 1794 
pr 1793? Did the Commiffioners ever purchafe in the 4 per 
cents, bdore Movember lalt ? Never. Again I fay, what 
follows the fettlement of the loan ? Another fa<3, moft fingu- 

b 
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jfil fts app^rance^ nu>& important ia its tffe&s. 'The 
of the Exchequer makes the bai^'ii tin ' tte 
of Hovemberj but docs not bring forw^d tnp lnjd^''tiA 
r& of D^c^mber. On the length of tiiat interval 
4 ^e 4 ucn«;es, I fhall obferve prefcntly. But here comes the 
'^^ffionable point of all. The very day after the budget, the 
tpmliier delivers a meflage from his Majefty, from which 
concluded, that a negotiation for peace was on foot, or 
Very likely to take place. The value of the lean immediately 
iqfdahove 5 p^r cent, or 900,000!. on the capital, which weaffirm 
uras to all intents and purpofes a voluntar)', determined, and 
premeditated gift to the contraftors at the expence of the pub¬ 
lic. lif the Chancellor of the Exchequer ihould allcdgc that 
.$his effb£l of the meflage was not to be forefeen, or that in fadl 
'he did not forefee it, I lhall leave the hrit of tliofo allegations 
the judgment of the Houfe, and of the world; the fccond I 
'ffiall pot ContradiA. They, who take him at his word, mull 
df fend his integrity at the expence of his figacity, on a point 
(hat cpuld nqtefcafie the meaneft underftanding. In fo grofe 
■4 fniftake, it is not poflihle that common fenfe and common 
honelly (hould have a£tcd ‘together. Of the effect at Icaft, 
(herq can be no doubt. No man will deny that, if he had timed 
, ftiH graduared ihcfe feveral aiSls as he ought to have done, 1 
roca'p the b .an, the budget, and the melTage, the public might 
hayp had the benefit nt'thut advance in the funds, which was 
.proiduced by the meflage. 

^he 29th refolution ftalcs, in moderate terms, that tte 
Interval of twelve days, between the fettlcment and the budget, 
ill.unufual, and not likely to be produflive of any advantage 
'to the public. The fadt is that, by any delay of the budget 
after the bargain, the public cannot poffibly gain, but may 
pofi^bly lofe. With refpedt to the contractors, the dire£t re- 
■ yerfe is the cafe. If, in that protracted inieival, political 
«vifpts of a favourable nature Ihould happen, by which the 
‘*piice of ftocks Ihould be confiderably advanced, the contractor 
hu the whole benefit of the rife. VVhereas, if the contrary 
ihould happen, whether by misfortunes abroad, or any other 
iinifter event; and if, in confcqucncc, the loan, inftead of 
healing a premium ol ten or twelve/>rr cent. Ihould fall con- 
fidcraWy under par, what remedy has the public againft the 
contractors ? or would they, if they could, enforce the cot 4 - 
(rs^t to the ruin of the parties ? No, Sir, we ah know that it 
Id not be attempted. Thtd learned gentleman ■ adnaie, 
ith truth and candour, that parliament, in fuch a cafe of 
^pufe mbfortune, would relieve ihc contraflor. Ifejr thfcy 
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.nrcimld, because ought to do ■&!. For ir^fons of sMs 
We, .k was formerly the conftaiit rulh' ni^ to 
^rg^atill the day before the budget. Eyen. 

W| foterval £^oui exceeded two days. 

in a view, it might have been aavifoable,^l<jbn^tf(^ 

W rotgain for the loan at fo very early a period 

why did not the budget immediately follow f jLf otherwjfe 

-why might not the bargain have waited for the budgOt? 

tdiis point, one argument only has been urged, with h 

deal of pomp and emphaiis, namely, that it was good policy tb 

take the earfieft moment poiHble, after the meeting of paiil'S.- 

inent, to exhibit to the enemy theextent of our relburces, 

-the facility, with which the enormous capital of eighteen mil¬ 
lions ilerling could Hill be raifed in this country. It does neft 
yet appear that this eager exhibition of our extravagance 
made any material imprehion on the enemy. As far as I cab 
difeover, they have not yet been much appalled by it. But, 
be it fo. Allow the policy to be good, whether in this.in- 
ftance it fucceeded or not. How will the right honourabte 
.gentleman anfwer this quellion ? If the policy was good ih 
'November, I79S, it may be fo equally in November 
■Then why have you now, for the firft time. Introduced iiW 
'tho contrail for the prefent loan a fpccific ftipulation, iW ‘w 
■faj/Metit m any new loan /ball he made till after the laji paybi^t 
Ofkthisloan^ that is till after the i^th of December .i9g'6? 
How do you know that, before that day, it may be indilp^- 
fobly neceflary to raife another loan for the public fervid? 
On your own principles, you have diiarmed your jgovernibenc 
of -a powerful, or at leaft of an inftrument of terrbf,-' from 
which as you contend, a great efFe£t might be cJcpefteB. 
Let the cafe be ever fo preffing, let the opportunity be ever fo 
favourable, your hands are tied. You cannot relbft to -jrobr 
■own remedy without alking leave of the prefent contra£tbrS; 
that is you muft buy their confent by the gift of another loan, 
which they in their turn will truft to the iMimJler^t canSbylf^ 
•4tndtaie it on his own terms. ' 

On the curious tranfadion of the Hamburgh bills, which, 
1 believe, will furnifli a clue to unravel the myftcries dT.fhe 
-loan, I purpofely reftrain myfelf at prefent, an honbilrirtjTa 
gentleman near me having engaged to make it the objjCiJl 6f a 
'particular inquiry, as it "isldhly ddferves. One pbler.vafipn 
only is too prelBng to be omitted. The learned gent^rhan 
iafifts on the clear and unqikdlinnable fairnefs of the mcafofe, 
-though uaufoal in the modov "SNow I afk him whether, wHeh 
tbffo bills were- brought *n 4 (Pcirculatiot), the true nature' 
qbesa- was avowed ? VV as the difeounter informed, that die 
place and date were fictitious; that they were drawn in 
VoL. 111. iyu6. E b London 
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London In September, though dated from Hamburgh in 
>^gufl;? If not, the difcounter was impofed upon. I do not 
that the intention was to defraud, but it certainly Was tt> 
idsoeive him. If the truth had been declared, would Wiy 
-iifatdfier have rifqued the credit of his houfe by difeounting iuen 
^Us i It does not appear that they were ever offered to the 
3 ank of England. 

, ^ow. Sir, I call upon the Houfe to put together the fadls, 
the circumffances, the confequences and pretences of the mi- 
jliffer’s conduct in this extraordinary tranfaftion, and, leaving 
joutof their confidcratiun the collufion that appears, orthemo- 
.tives that may be fufpe£led, to pronounce their verdi£f, on the 
4 imple ilTue uf fatSf, ‘‘ Has he or has he not made a moll im- 
-.providentbargain for the public?” If the fadi be found, the 
inoral inference is obvious and unavoidable. It need not be 
•. ^gued, for ir cannot be rcfiftcd. Neverthelcft, Sir, fpeaking 
liowfqr myfclf alone, I declare that 1 am ready to wave every 
ome of the objedlions I have ftated, and even to join with his 
friends in a vote of acquittal, if the minifter can and will give 
' me a fair, diredt, and fatisfadlory anfwcr to one remaining 
queffipn. When Mellifh* and Morgan refufed to bid on the 
.plan of a qualified competition propofed to them on the 25th of 
f .November, for what rcafon did he inflantly conclude with Mr. 
';^oyd ? He was not prefled for time, (ince Friday the 27th was 
thlB^^y, fixed byhiinfelf, for the fin-il fettlemcnt. He was hot 
, >prc^d for money, fincc the firfl payment on the new loan was 
J.mqtfequircd before the 10th of December. For any thing that 
appears to the contrary, he might have taken a week, bur cer> 
Ca^ujyXwo days, without any poflible inconvenience, to cry at 
■ )e^, wbctbei fume other competitors might nor ofTer, and by 
. iftbiU means give the public a poflible chance of the benefic of a 
,-canapetition on his own plat;. 'Fhen why did he not imme~ 
. 4iately fend to the bank, and dcfire the governor to give pub¬ 
lic notice of the alteration, and of hts being open, fora certain 
‘nupffl>er fif days, to receive propofals on that principle ?^I pre- 
‘fiume he will not fay that he knew it to be fuch, as no man of 
credit would offer to bid upon. Yet what clfe he can fay, to 
cover To groft and palpable a breach of his duty to the public 
—I confefs my imbecility-—I have taxed my imaginAtioi?— 
but 1 am not able to conceive it. 

^ The laft appeal I fhall is to the prudence- of» the 
litltfe. We are truflecs for the nation, and accountable for the 
aff repofed in us. If we iOtsi only for ourfelves^ or if the 
udflion ended with a few %eecbes, a ihcn't quefboo, and a 
yigdrous refolution, the Cbanodlar of the Exchequer onghc 

. poffibly 
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as fafe in the opinion of his country, as he' f 3 P-''*i#i 
^his poufi;., ^ Put Jet it be remembered, biHorc we dec^^.rl^c 
evid.cnce is before the public, who wtJLcompare' 
the, verdict and judge of us iccordin^iy. We may acquit the 
.tnlnifter by a vote ; but, if that vote Ihbiild not appear be 
warranted by the evidence, it will avail him nothing in point 
of reputation. The country have it in their power to try'^x 
as well as him. The minifter may efcape, but, in thbjudg« 
ment of mankind, this Houfe will not be acquitted- ■ 
Mr. faid, he had promifed himfclf to confine his-t^- 
ferva^ions witliin as narrow a compafs as pofiible, and wo^ld 
keep his word, though the obfervatfons of the honouxiabJe 
gentleman who fat down, demanded from him morethto 
he would otnerwife have thought it neceffary to fay. That 
honourahle gentleman had entered with fomc feverity of Ccti- 
furc into the conilitution of th*.' committee, and fatd, that Ae 
enquiry, whether the Loan vvas made with corrupt views, by 
his fight honourable friend, did not properly bekuig tp it. 
To thii prnpofnian the Houfe, he was convinced, wo^ld 
aflenc, fince the principal rcafon for inftituting the 
enquiry by a commitice, was, that gentlemen on the Other 
ijide had pointedly infinuatcd that the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer had made ufe of the diftributic/n of the loan as ways 
and nieafis to fecurc a majority in the Houl'c; or, if not the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer h'mfclf, at leaft his agetfts end 
colleagues. This, he obferved, obliged all thofe attacWd^by 
office to his right honourable friend, to fcel anxioufly ffifpe^cd 
_ for an inquiry, and tlic committee was adopted oft thatgjr^irnd. 

, 7 he loan,, however, with all its circumftanccs, had’* tiftiter- 
gone a very full difeuffion in the firft inftance in that Houfe, 
?nd, after being approved of there, had pafled into A laW, and 
obtained the Cmdlion of the legiQature j fince whrch, a com- 
. Wtttec had been appoint-d, from the infinuattons fhrown 
out,, for the direct purpofe of enquiring whether any uh^ue 
V operated in the tranfaftion, by which the baVgain 

was made ; and, after very ample dehbcTation, the coiftmitteQ 
were unanimous in their opinion, that no fuch motives-could 
be afjribtJ, no undue interference having taken.place in the 

• J«ft as the pag. 5 containing a repart of the fum and iubl^ancc of tKcf, cc;;h of 
*- Mr. Francii were going toprefti -^e re|x>rterfAwr thefpccchadveruled, he.lent lo^ 
St rmiiiedtatciy^ anti halving bQ^;i|^rci^^»t the debate fuw cb'arly, that it contained 
aiidifjwubje niarks of -haying from auihonty j in juftice to Mr. 
^'Xhrtcfure^ .who: cinibl have noot}^^||^e£t but to be clcady-undcraioad'upon the 
ivs'hw.waiJcdhimfcb;)ftl^ c.rcurnftance, taku^fi out ^thc g^irtof 

report, and given as much of the,argument, a^ he conienirnlty eou dj 
the latter part cfpcciaUy In Wr, I'ranciA’a own ^01 J&. 

B b 2 


didribkiuon 
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dtftfftiution of the loan by any party cpnneifled Wfitb ftoyern- 
K>rnt»'^ ;Ahh(^gh ^e honourable jgentleman bad tpat ther 
Kiolution which incurred his diiapprobatlon had psiO^ during < 
ws ^fence, and would thweby infinuatc, that it Had palTcd in 
the a^imce of all'thofe who lotdced with the fame vigilance 
as himfrlf to find delinquency, where even error was not 
ebargeabie: yet he (Mr. Steele) aflured the Houfe, that the. 
coiTEnittee was all along attended by at leaft two or three, and 
often more, of thofe members of the other fide who were 
molbai^ve on the occafion. There were alfo other gentle- 
a»cn,on his fide equally anxious to have the matter invefti- 
nted. The refolution of the committee, which feeroed to 
nave*given the honourable gentleman fo much offence, was, 
formed On this principle. The honourable gentleman who 
fetthe whole bufinefs in motion (Mr. Smith), was called to 
the chair; and, on the laft day but one, Hated to the com- 
mitt^ the neceffity of not adding to the report the jifi: of the 
fobferibers to the loan ; and produced a paper, containing* 
form of words, which Hated feme ivafons for doing fo, To 
this he ("Mr. Steele) objected; and faid, that if the matter 
was confined limply to that, it might, upon a future occa«. 
fion, be faid, that they were kept back becaufe there was 


fomething in them that operated againft the Chancellcrof the 
Exchfcc(uer. The refolution alluded to w'as therefore pro- 
pofeJ'} and, left it might be fuppofed that it was carried in a 
thin, unattended committee, he had propofed to defer the con- 
ftderatioin of it to the next day, in order to give the members 
of the committee full notic'; and, on the fucceeding day, 
the committee came to the determination, in prefence of the 
honourable gent'emnn (Mr. Smith). ^I'o fay, then, that the 
committee had no right to refolve fo, w'as abfurd and wrong. 
Were they to be precluded from ftating the rcafons why they 
wlthhtld the lifts ? This, he faid, was the true ftate of the 


fobjefl as to the condudf of the committee. 

The honourable gentleman had reduced the whole to a Ihort 
queftion, viz. Whether the Chancellor of the Exchequer was 
juftified in deciding in favour of Mr. Boyd ? 'I’o this he would 
give a fhort anfwer—“That the Qiancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer, in doing as he did, had a£led like a man of honour, with 
R ftfiit regard to juftice, and an anxioys defire to fulfil forpipr 
engage-iments and with a determination, if he did err, to err 
on the fide ofa claim of right. In deciding fo, he had broken 
no llatute, infringed no rule of the Houfe; the Houfe> how- 
Rvecit might generally approve, had not at any time paiTed. a . 
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law hoFVote'd a'refolution, that, in 

tic«i to be departed from.” . ■> <>' vi;.-.: 

Itl^as, obfefVedj the indifputahle rigbt^k^f <tbe '>prdiabt 
Chatjceflorofthe Exchetiu'er, and every fucj^flbr that h^.mtght" * 
have, to negotiate by any means that be thought.moft ad* 
vife'able, either of public competition or private agreeaienti 
This was in the firft inftance, an unlimited fight,.wiibout?'.' 
any controul j it was however fubfequently fubjedl to the rcvi- ' 
fionS and animadverfion of the Houfe, who had been ccMiiiMiti < 


to referve itfelf that power, without limiting, in any degree^" 
the original authority and difcrction of the Chancellor of the » 
Kxcheqiier. The queftion then was, whether being fo free and" 
unfettered by parliamentary orders or legiflativeafts, under ,.cir» » 
cumftances in which it was at leaft a doubt whether be was 


not pledged, he was not right, feeling as he did, to act as hebad ■’ 
clone ?' In the affirmative of this, he was perfuaded there-wetS; 
few in that houfe who would not agree with him. It was 
further to be obferved thatinfome circumftances a private con*- 
tract might be much more beneficialto the public, than a bargain 
made on the principle of open enmpetitition, and when cqji-* 
eluded, it was the duty of the Houfe, after mature, inveiliga- 
tion of the tranfadtion and reafoning produced in coiifc*-v, 
cpience to condemn it cxprefsly, or to fandlron it with their 
authority. Accordingly, it was notorious that the loan laft 
year was of a private nature ; and, in this inltance, the Houfe , 
had, after a very clofc inveftigation of the facts and rcafaiis. ■ 
by which it had been go\ erned, approved of the tnealiuTB in 
a njoft unequivocal and decided manner. 

One circumltance more he would mention ; to every 
other queftion, an ain'wcr would come better from his. 
right -honourable friend. It it had been the Chancellor of the 
JCxchcqucr’s fecrec determination to give Mr. Boyd th« 
preference, as had been a'.Iedged, would it not have bc^ , 
abfurd for him to have held out a competition fo long as he had 
done? In that cafe, there w'as no poilible motive that could 
lead to ffich a conduct^ but it was perfectly natural and com- 
fiftcnt -{viih- the narr-.-.tion of facts given by the Cluncell,or cf 
the Exchequer. It he were previoully determined, from 
whatever motive, to give the loan to Mr. Boyd—it was not* 
only imprudent, but the exceft of ftupidity and folly, to thinic. 
of enctmragiftg the idea of competition in the public uxiud.; 
luppofing him however to be, as he really w'as, attached to the .. 
principle of public competition as a. general .prirjciplv, he waf;*, 
iievertrtelefs bound, from honour, jullice, and found policv, 
to yield that general principle to particular claims of pre- 


leiencp, 
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ference, if they wcire well founded, and fuch, aflwr decklid 
jdi^nclination, and ibme oppoittion, the daima of-Mr. 
jWftcc made appear to be, ■ • . 

Steele declared, he was much farprlfed to hear gemlc- 
lt»cn fay, that Mr. BoyJ was precluded from any righfi - if it 
.was not fpecifically exprefled in writing, or that the Cnanccllor 
of’the Exchequer was not bound, as a man of Jwnour,. tn yield 
40 his demand. If he had not done fo, he would tiave been 
;.gu^tyofa grofs act of iiijuftice to an individu .i, ciiihonour 
.j^pd-'dilgrape to himfeif, and impolicy to the liate j an act 
.that lbe very gentlemen, who now impeach l)ifn for the con- 
condu^9 would have reprobated With ah the virulence 
moft . inveterdte oppofition inventive and feveiity. 
fii was he faid, obvious from the who'e evidence, that-Mr. 
.j^forgan not only did not expedf, but was no*, prepared for the 
jlua-ij and then, with the refentiull hope of injuring or dif- 
gracing his rigiit honourable friend, had propofed to Mr. 
dyi^ltllv to leave fcaled propofals left behind them } Mr. Meltifh 
however difdained defeending tofuch a tnalignaivc contrivance, 
^qnd refufed his aflent to‘it. ; ti r- 

. After the bargain had been concluded, Mr. Morgan ailbts, 
■^^at he thinks he ihould have been content with thirty ibti- 
..lings per cent. lefs. To this he could only fay, that he would 
rpt credit his having entertained ferloufly any fucb after- 
i^OUght. It appeared to him, that under all the fadts in evi- 
^idleuce'in the report, it was impoiCblc that Mr. Morgan could 
Jiav^ ofiered thofe terms he fays that he thinks he Ihuuld have 
o^red. The whole myftery and confufion arofe /ront the 
extravagant, inferences that were made in cbnlequeuce of iris 
■jMajeifty's meflage, in the undefftanding of which tbefe was 
.mi;^d a very maniftft error .—[A cry of/jear^'ifor / trom 
ijije oti«:r tide of the Houfe. j . . 

flj .lfc was not, he faid, at a lols to guefs the meaning iof that 
■ery.t but he was ready ncvtnhcld's to maitit.iin,-th<ita very 
fCtmw^.rablr mlT.r.ternrctation had gone abroad upon the 
jof thatt/iiiCiTagc, which was merely a Icqueoce to the intiroa- 
(lonigiven in lltc fpcech from the throne, and which might 
naturally have been expelled rit fomc perioi of the leflion.-, in 

of thi mifapprthenlioii, tlie lioclcs Tofe about5.per 
cent, blit,in a,fcvv d.iys the onfiiium decreaftxl,. and-at present 
it vVas nearly the fame as it was before rhe rndlTaglk. According 
-to th^ir own account, the petms could only- halvehtcn feven 
/hillingsjjer cent,, higher than" was obtained,-Which fuppoiing 
it could ux reality h^vc been'obtarndij was'tiot'eonudera* 

, . . 
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tion fuflicicnt tb be put opposition to the.psiticul^V 
arifmg from'the circumftanccs of the prefriit ,cafe. , ^ 

. Mr. animadverted ,wi,th confidcraKTc b^foiTenfcfs df ftti"- 

foning on the condu^of gentlcrricn on thd'other lide,'Who 
aiie^lcd not to bring any charge, but left it tochers to dra^ 
inferences-of/crimination} and, (Jifclainiing all hoftlle inten*> 
.tions, covertly iidinuated every thing chat was ininiicaf. 

Ido notcliargc «he right honourable gentleman,” laid oAe 
of them fiMr. bmith), with jfb clumfy a mode of cbFrupu 
tion i but there is a ftrange coincidence between the lift HSf 
-fubferibers to the loan and the lift of the perfons whb. thetite 
Grocers’ Hall:” the honourable gemlcnian forgetting all tKie 
while, that fome perfons in the loan lift were alfb in thd lift 
of thofe who were moft adlive in Common Halt agamft his 
right honourable friend’s meafurcs. Mr. Steele concluded 'by 
expreffing his entire difapprobation of the refolutions fubrfiit*^ 
to the confideration -of the Huufe, as inconfiftent with t^e 
report that the Committee had prefented 'to the Houfe, atH 
therefore faid, he fhould vote for the poftponed amendnient.'- 

Tbt Cbanctlhr of. the Exchequer rofe t>ext, and addrefled the 
chair to the following efTetft.—** Og a fubjedt naturally ft) ift- 
terefting to my perfonal feelings, as well as fo important Tn'a 
public viewi^ 1 am anxious to addrefs the Houfe at' a period of 
the ddiate before their attention is.more exbaufted.' And thdy 
will forgive me when I am,called upon to meet a Icharge of the. 
anoft direA and important nature in which my pcrlbhal cha.* 
■raifter, as w^U.as my officuti fttuatlpn, a truffee for theptib- 
Ho, are. Materially implicated, and which has be;en fo dllrgeintly 
and ably purfued, though I might be content to feft'^ m^ .-de- 
fencc-on the Impreilion of thearguments and fa<^s which h^e 
. .been brought forward by my honourable ftlends, if, cvcit.ac 
the hazard of fome repetition, I ftiould advert to the' points 
which prefs moftclofely upon my own immediatc fcelitt^. In¬ 
deed I Ihouid not do juuice to myfeif, far lefs fhould f do juftide 
to the public, if 1 did not ftate them in as piain and ihtelli- 
-^ble away as poiftble, at the fame time, I vTill etideavour'to 
.sepiy ihortly to many things that have been aflerted ib much hC 
'iargeto the fpeech of the honourable gentleman, who brought 
‘ibrward thefubje«ft, and were likewife repeated at conftderhble 
length in the refolutions and papers before the Houfe; 'The 
‘jhonpurahle.gentleman), (Ms. Francis) who has lately^fpoke, 

; had faid, that if my anfwer .to one point was fatisfaftorvi he 
.wtould withdraw .his fupport^ from the charge againiV'me. 
Though,, in the courfe of wliat X have to lay, 1 ftjall riot oc 
ioattonuve.tohi^ftueftion, it cannot be expeded that i fhouid 
mrrow my defence (0 that point. It cannot be fuppofed that 

narrow 
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from any-recent declarations which have been made by the 
honourable gcntlemeH, excul{»ating mfe from all Charge per- 
foriaP corraption,-that from any equivocal and impetfeA dif- 
clalmers, accompanied when rerradled by artful fuggef- 
lioHS and fi efh infuijUations, I fhould have forgotten that it 
was broadly fi-atcd bv gentlemen on the other fide^ who moved 
for a Committee of Inquiry, that there was ground of 
cion that the diftributioni of the loan bad been employed for the 
pOrpofe of corrupt irffluence, They exempted me, indeed, 
from any charge^pfhaving regulated that diftribution from any 
View of fordid gain to mmlff and I then took the liberty to 
feeling as 1 did oti fubjed, that X was not obliged to 
for this exception, or the fort of condour that diftated it. 

Iffformerly aflerted that if the inquiry was gone into, 
litt^ jii^ftantiated, the refult would be, to eflabliih the ai^nal 
l^tmerenceof corrupt influence j if fuch ; declarations were 
i^fli and unguarde, if they were dictated by the intemperate 
^rmth of debate, orpufhed beyond all bouilds of'jnftiflable 
difbretion, and if they are now retrained as -unj-ufl: and un.. 
founded, 1 certainly have reafon to rejoice in the -progrefs 
which has 'been made in confequence of the diligent :and Yober 
invelligation of a committee towards a decision (e much^tnore 
grateful to my ,chara£ler arid feelings. Undoubtedly there is 
■np charge wkieb cah be brought ggainft the tranikdlion of the 
loan, there is hdinftance Of negle&, there is no error of judg- 
Tnenr, there is no want of providence,-which I-Ihould not 
'jfjoft Ycrioufly and feverely regret, but ftill I Xhould confidear 
foph charges as lighti compared with that which formed the 
j>r6nS!nent ^oihf, 'and the mpft weighty one in die prefent 
accufacion, viz. that in the tran(a£lion of the. late- loan, 1 had 
piSled'on motives of corruption,-.partiality, and undue influ.- 
Chce'i to anfwcr political and interefted purpofes, both within 
and without doors. I cannot therefore help remaiicrng, that 
while the ground ofl which the enquiry was originally brought 
fbrwird, ‘ that the loan had been employed as< the means of 
'corrupt and pernicious influence, is now prdfefled to aban*- 
.^diredj^f fhftead of Hting, as the Houfc had a right to 
yther iobftantlated by proof, or wholly and completely done 
bwaj^j ^t feenrs to be but half retracted by the honofir:dtle 
'mover pf the refalution, and to be fupplred by ambigtious 
bints and frefli infinuations. . After avowing that it was hfs 
'opinion, tliat the Committee ought to have aflced for no* lifts, 
he difeovefsR ftrahge coincidence between the naircs in tbe^ 
lift of fubfcifibcrs, and the names of a certain telpedlabje body 
^ofmerchants and bankers, aflcnibled tor a great objedt of-po- 
'litical difeuffion ; a coincidence- which could net bp tbe-effedt 
'of accident. If this be true, and the fact originated in dcfign, 

molt 
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iiiibff cettaltily that defign Wuft have arflen fipm a corrujt ^ 

if iiot foi' perfonal gaiii) tb^t motive mgi^^ h^va * 
deiire to bhtam the means of corrupt iniW* 
eiSia,^ ’ 

**‘i!*he hhiNotli’able gendettian (Mr. Francis) brings noiuch 
chiu^ iig^in^ikd. His mode of acquittal is, however, fomewbat 


Widtie partiahi^.t fiedenres me to fay nothing of the trantaaion 
idtkfivc to thb Hambufgh on which nepefth^i^ ^m^ f^rt 
ofihe refoludoos is founded, and which has been a^^osd td 
motive of a detertntnation to rdW^d the (erviiiM of an ijidlf 
by a faenfkii of the (hiMH; The rij^ hQtnfJwah^ltew 

fleman tbeTt^i-d'o2>etily difckims aQ acculStmn, while be#^ 


e^Mse idiariaer.' The'faonourable gentleman’s in 
maha^emeiit of this point has been really lipgular^l^ a^quiw 
md'd^Viylht^tiort of behefitting mjffdf, o^coirnffpg^jlBuhnr 
llail%i«t by nrieaol df the Ibanj but ton tlWifts Ipw 

wxi impropdly made, and that it mVlI'haMheen wy/tf fpf 
fbiid hndue motive or dther; tHtiCdV to ho,'acqqitp .|np 

e^tlvo undue mhtives,* and pithorts me oot^ Ibealhin 
dtdtU* thVi thay leave faiy&lf undefended againft ue 
OfkH tfudeli'train of itfdemite*unduq,motives, which^^gpqrarat. 
iti^nluati'Dn and artful thalibp maji think propw Jtp nj^.agai^ 
nuf."' *‘'1 idol nbt deny tjur thd^nature of a d’anfl^tonWjr/b* fu^ 
as'Wafibrd gtbund'the fui^bn of an undue even 
thefogh the motive ttfelf maV' not M|«ar on the of the 
tran^^uil. If titt tii^fai^ion hoover hp pecunij^y^' iy^ ' 



|ht to prove mat ilpne of tbefe motives can 1^ trai;;p4 m 
irefttit tran(h£ii6n, I have tome right to take>ae .siitoiv 
tVhat’no'fucb moilives exil^ed, and.that A ftif 

WRly tcfiitcd. ' ' , ' ', ^ j 

VW honourable gentfeman who moved,the,ad^tionfc 


fti^d'lEhat thpJcpmuiittee haS decided that 
t%fffuiJJWon«Wy corrupt intMeteheeii 
their'juii^l^C'wcUfk had ducmeir 
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he difliked the mode in which that committee was conftiluted. 


* > 
r 


. It might have been fuppofed that a comniittce, which afforded 
to every m.:n, who was aduated by jealoufyi forptcion, by 
public zea), or if fuch a motive could be fuppofed to infinuatc 
itfelf, by private pique, to ftate his fentiments, and to difplay 
his vigilance, was of all others the Icaft liable to objedion. 
It Teemed, indeed, probable, in the firft inlbnce, that it 
would be deprived of the -aiHftance of two honourable gentle¬ 
men (Mr. Sheridan and Mr. Grey) whofe abilities and dili¬ 
gence none would difpute. Thefe honourable gentlemen, 
when it was declared that the comfhittee ihould be an open 
one, and that a1) who attended ihould have voices, bad upon 
due'4elibcratioh no doubt, defired theii" names to be with- 
drawO) and feemed to confider themfelves as difgraced by be- 
)i||;:'put in a Htuation in which they ihould only exerctfe their 
privilege in common with every member of that Houfe. I 
arn happy, however, to find that thefe gentlemen revifed their 
firft decifion, that both afiifted in the committee, and that one 
of them in particular diftinguiihed himfclf.'by his a£live and 
conftant attendance. It is rather fingular that the decifion of 
the committee, by which they negative all Idea of corrupt 
interference, is the only ot<e which the honourable mover con¬ 
ceives to be already fo well recognized, that he excludes it 
, from that firing m reftriutions which be has prefeuted as an 
analyfis. 

-“ Another honourable gentleman ftates, that he thinks on 


that pdint the committee have no right to give an opinion, 
mtd he has declared fo this day for the firft time. If there is 
any thin^ forcible in this objraion, it ccitably is very unfair 
,'to bring it forward now for the firft time. Why was it not 
ftated when the report was received? If the Houfe had then 
thought that their committee had exceeded their powers, the 
jtfport would have been recommitted. But why is that opinion 
j^xprefled by the committee?" They affign it as a rcafon for 
not having given a particular detail of evidence, which by the 
relation of t^t Houfe they were required to give, and which 
^ ifticy had declined to bring forward, on the ground that it was 
Ihbonvetlient to individuals. It was furely a little hard that 
gendehien ihould firft receive the whole of the evidence the 
committee thought right to report, and then not admit the 
excufe for the omiffioa of that part of the evidence which was 
^^^principally exculpatory of tbe -perfon whofe condu£I was the 
l^olyedt of cenftire. 

“ An honourable gentleman complains, that there was a 

intention to come to fuch a refolution in 
' ■ ' the 
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the committee. Notice was however given the day before by 
my right honourable friend who fpoke laft, and who had not 
only anfwered that point, but alfo explained the individual ufe 
tliat had been made of the word “ colleagues,” which meant 
to apply generally to all, who attended the coniniittee, who 
certainly were colleagues on that enquiry and not merely offi¬ 
cial perfuns, and I cannot admit that it^ was not likely that fo 
attentive ahd fo able a man as the chairman of that committee 
would have allowed any important refolution to be adopted 
without a fair notice, even ,it there had been fuch a want of 
attention and induftry in thofe gentlemen oij the other tide, 
who took a principle fliare in the inveftigation, a.s to afford 
any room for fuch a charge. I therefore think myfelf eritided 
to afluoie the benefit of that opinion of the committee, not 
with thofe qualifications, equivocations, and jeferves, witli 
which it has been fettered by the honourable mover of the re- 
folutions, but as 'a dlear, full and decided teftimony, that 
there was no diffftbution of the loan for the purpofe of corrupt 
influence. As to the other charges of undue partiality to any 
individual.for lervices fuppofed to have been performed to the 
government, it Ihoitlyrcfolvesitfclt into the queftion, whether, 
by the mode of fettling the loan, 1 have contrived toemich Mr. 
Koyd, by a facrifice of the public intereft? I am aware it has 
been faid that no fuch charge was meant to be conveyed; but 
why fhould fuch frequent allufion have been made to the Ham¬ 
burgh Bills, except for that exprefs purpofe. They would not 
have been mentioned had it not been with a view to give 
countenance to fuch an infinuation., 1 fhall not, however, 
now fully enter into the nature of that tranfadfion, as an up> 
portunity will foon be prefented when it will be brought for¬ 
ward as an objeff of feparatc inquiry. 1 will oiUy at prelent 
Ihortly {t|te the fubffance. 

** in every loan Bill, parliament infert a claufe holding out 
a premium for the prompt payment of the fuins fubfcribed, 
forefeeing that government may poffibly have occaiion for the 
money before the infialments become due in the regular courfe 
of payment. Laft year, though large furhs were paid up,, ft ill 
the public exigencies were fuch as to render additional fupplics 
neceffary, and the terms were not fufficiently tempting to 
induce individuals to conpe forward with their money. UnJei 
thefe circmnftances government entered into a negotiat, .; 
with a monied houfe to advance fuch fums as were wanrec for 
the fervice. The aid of parliament at that time covdd na ha 
had without calling it together at a great trouble and n., 
venicnce, both public smd private. In cohfequence c *. ll. 
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Treafury warrants were offered; but Mr. Boyd faid, that 

bills cf Exchange were a more mercantile commodity ; and, 

to avoid the expence of ftamps, they weredat^ at Bamburgh, 

to make them foreign bills of Exchange, they otherwil'e being ■ 

inland, and fuhjcdl to a {lamp. 

“ In the whole tranfaClion, however, there was nothing 
quefl:;onable or fufpicious, nothing unwarantuble on the part 
of government which g^vc Mr. Boyd an exclufive right, far 
left a difcretionary power, to dictate the terms of a future loan, 
fo much for the fubjedt and fubflance of the tjranfadlion, by 
far the moft material part of every fuch tranfaClion ; the 
Bills themfelves were nothing more than mere forms of fe- 
curity to thofe^who advanced the money. The giving them 
was only an engagement on the part of government to make 
gpod the films advanced for the public. Whether that en¬ 
gagement was executed on flampt or unflampt psiper, whe¬ 
ther wiitten on paper or on^archment^ added nothing to the 
validity of the fecurity- The particular manner of executing 
it, was fuch as was didlatcd by the neceilafy regard for fe- 
creev. As to the cafe of a merchant, in whom icwas affirm- 
ed fuch a tranfacbon would be highly dlfcreditable and fufpi¬ 
cious, there was nothing in common between thecondu£l of a 
merchant in the management of his private affairs, and that 
of the government of a great country under the preffin e of 
public exigencies. No comparifon would, therefore, hold for 
a moment. It might reafonaibly be fufpedled, that a merchant 
reforted to fuch a mode of tranfadling bufinefs in order to fup- 
pl]^ the deficiency of his capital, and to fupport a fidlitious 
credit, in the cafe of government, the fums were already 
voted, they were only wanted for immediate fervicc, and funds 
were provided to reimburfe thofe who advanced them as foon 
as their claims became due. But was this a fervicc of fuch 
magnitude and importance, as to be conceived to give Mr, 
Boyd fuch ftrong ciaims upon government as could be coh- 
Hiued into aright to di£late the terms of the loan. Mr. Boyd 
never had entertained fuch an idea, and I confefs that this 
part of the tranfaftion was executed with the fame liberality 
and zeal as every other fervice to government which he has 
undertaken to perform. It is fuppofed that, in order to re¬ 
ward Mr- Boyd, the moft likely method which I could devife, 
was to beftow upon him a loan of iueh confiderable extent, in 
which he only rs an bolder among many others. Is it pro- 
• bable that in order to reward him jndivjdiially, a Chancellor 
of the Exchequer at a time of fevere preflurc, arid when un- 
4er the neceffity of making fuch large d<;iriand$ from the 

Houf© 
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Houfe, fliould add eiglit or ten per cent, tpdie public burtheps 
of the year ? 

“ All this, however, turned upon a queftion of, evidence, 
and with refpeft to the evidence before the Committee, it is 
a principle in human nature, that where perfons give evidence 
in a cafe which involves their own iritereft and merits, their 
judgments will imperceptibly and involuntarily be bialTed to 
one fide of the queitionj and all fuch evidence requires to be 
weighed with the mott Icropglous attention, and to be receiv¬ 
ed with fome qualification. 1 am fure 1 mean to fay nothiti^ 
ofFenfive or di^efpedtful to either gentleman, but 1 apply 
principle equally to Mr, Boyd and to Mr. Morgap. Hmut’far 
Mr. Boyd had a ihare in the tranfa^ion of the Hamburgh Blllh 
and now far that had any influence on the difpofition of the lo«t^ 
appearsfrom the teftimony of that gentleman himfelf. He de¬ 
clares that he formed no claim from thatcircumllance; that he 
had not the fmalle^ expeflation of any preference, nor did be 
conceive that fuch-hu ideaexifled. And it is to be remarked, 
that Boyd’s evidence was clear and confiflent with itfeltj 
diflin^b, plain, and explicit, while Morgan’s, in many.materiai 
points, was inconriflent, and not only cumradiiSted by himfelf, 
but by every authority and evidence that was confronted with 
it; After ffating that the Ciovernor of the Bank bad warned 
him of fomething,’which was likely to fecure to Mr, Boyd 
a preference to the loan, he had, Morgan fays, upon being 
queftioned, more particularly affirmed, that he had not meitr 
Cloned what that fomething was.; Afterwards he fa id, that the 
Governor of the Bank deferibed the tranfaflion of the Ham¬ 
burgh Bills, as likely to fecure a preference to Mr. Boyd. 
So much for Mr. Morgan contradicting himfelf. The Go¬ 
vernor of the Bank, ^,upon being examined, exprefely flated* 
that he had not mentioned a fyilable about the bills} that be 
had only fakl, that Mr. Boyd had a claim from the loan of 
laff year, which he conceived him to be too fagacious to al¬ 
low to efcape him. If I 'had determined to avail myfeJf of an 
opportunity to throw the loan, at all events into the hands of 
Mr. Boyd, could I not'have found fome better mode of 
atchieving my purpofe, than that which 1 purfued? Should I 
have held out the fyftem'of competition? Should I have 
deliberately announced intention for that purpofe, and 
have Invited cQmpeutors, when I was aware that the refuit 
could tend only- ' to beget animoftty and difappointment ? 
Should i have'^prefled tny fteludfance to the claims of Mr. 
Boyd, and yield^ltb them only upon the convi^ion that they 
were well fbundeil? If nothing was got by the intention 

which 
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^bich I at firft announced of a free competition, bat increafmg 
difficulty, and accumulated cmbarraiTment, as to the mode in 
which the bargain was ultimately fettled, is not this internal 
evidcncce better than any parole proof, that can be adduced, 
that I was completely fuiccre in the month of October, when 
I hrft announced that intention, and that I had formed .no 
determination to benefit Mr.; Boyd at any rate, by giving him 
a preference f I had not then examined his claim, bccaufe it 
had not then, been ftated to me fo diftinitly, and becaufe it 
had. not been brought to my fecollctSion by the governor of 

under the influence of error, it 
,^a 8 !',|>ccaufi. I'carrii^ the fyftem ^f competition ftrong in 
and; becaufe, looking foleiy to that, 1 negledeJ, in 
inftance, to attend fufficicntly to the Claims of Mr. 
Bnyil, and kept back longer than, as it afterw'ards appieared to 
Biie, 'injuihce I ought to have done. 

** As to the injury which Mr. Morgan and his friends may 
, have fuflFcrcd, fiom having prepared their-jcnbnty in order to 
hid, that furely cannot be ferioufly infifted on, while it is 
recollefted that the final adjuftment of every loan Is matter of 
fo much iMiCcrtainty, and conhedfed with fo many collateral 
iconflderations. Nocoihhiunication from the bank, as to com- 
j^Btition,ever took.platee*exc;c’p 1 twith refpefttoMr.Boyd.- How 
could Mr* Morgan contend, 'that he had fultained injury fiom 
„ having prepared his property to qualify himfelf to be a bidder, 
when he Hated, that till the 23 d 'of November he never be¬ 
gan to doubt that there would be a competition. His own 
account of his information on this fubjeft was rather vt'Kimfi^ 

' ca!; it came from a confidential friend of whom he knew no¬ 
thing, who informed him that he had heard from a third perfoti, 
i^at Boyd was furc of the loan and ye% though his informa- 
i. 4 Jpn led him to know more than the reft of tlie world, lie 
iwent on with his fpeculations, and never -doubted that theic 
wdpld.be a competition till the twenty-third of November; 
he therefore would not be refponfible for any lofs that the 
parties might fuftain from foeb fpeculations. All lifts or 
plans ffiiat were handed about werd merely fpeculations, par¬ 
ticularly Morgan’s; and if the parties have fuftained any in¬ 
jury, it lies entirely with him and themfelves. 

“ The ne»t point was the nature of Boyd’s claim, and the 
impropriety of departing from the fyflem of competition. 
As to the claim of Mr. Boyd, jt haj been pijoypd, I, at firtt, 
jeftified ftrotig prejudices and great reludiaiKie, which were 
overcome tUl it was brought forward in a Ibapc in which 
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it was no longer controvertible; that I admitted the princi¬ 
ple of competition, and recedes from it only when fair and juft 
grounds were adduced on tl*:: part of in individual to warrant 
a deviation fwm the general fyftem. Here- a great deal of 
minute criticifm has been difplayed by gentlemen on the other 
fide, with relpeiSt to Mr. Boyd’s letter. I’ was in the fituatioii 
of a judge, trying a caufe between Mr., Boyd and the public ; 
lifting as a truftee for the latter on the one hand, and a per- 
fon called upon to decide on the juftice of the claim of an 
individual on the other. The claim of Mr. Boyd may have 
been aflerted too flrtjpgly, or the contrary might have been 
the cafe. Was the tonfideration Of the rrianner in which bis 
caufe was urged, however, to.have any influence on my mind 
in the decifion on Jhe juft,ice of his claims ? I now {land here 
accufed. I have been placed in the high lltuation of a judge, 
and now I appear tn' die more humble one a perfon accufed 
defending tnyfelf agairft & foul charge. It has been faid, that 
I was bound'to pay no attention to the claims of Mr. Boyd 
ftw a prefercnoei-Jidcaufe there was no exprefs agreement, no 
ipecific terms of engagement for that purpofe. Gcntlemeu 
to thinic that unlefs government were bound down by 
fpecific terms, ah engagement of this fort entered into by them 
fhould not be abided by; might d>ere not, however, be feme 
common underftanding, feme irhplfevi condition, feme ftrong 
and clear conftruiftion, equally.binding on the minlftcr of the 
country to the obfervance of the claim in point of honour and 
yuftice ? No perfonal inconvenience Oiall ever induce me to 
depart from the terms of what I conftder an honourable 
dealing, when a claim is made up founded on an under- 
ftoud and implied, condition, on the nature of things, and a 
pradlicc recogaized by a oonftant uiage. Had there been 
an expreis agreemettt, it would have unqueftionably been pre- 
fented to my recolle« 5 liony but this was no rcalon why an ex¬ 
planation properly underftood, and clearly made out, ftiould 
not receive its due degree of attention, in tranfaifting all 
loans there muft be preliminary points of ebnverfation; a good 
deal of difeuflion naturally taices place, feme particulars of 
which are committed toT memorandums, and others fuftered 
to pafs more loofely. \ 

** In the loan of 1795, it was propofed by the (fentfaflocs 
that there Ihould be no p|iymeiit on any new loan till Fe¬ 
bruary of the fucceedihg year, to which 1 readily allented, 
not conceiving th^t the exigencies of the public fervice would 
require any h^oney to'be atlvaxiced, before that period. Of 
this promife I was reminded by the Governor of the Bank of 

England, 
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England, and I was the more confirmed in its propriet as I 

foBtid that no new bait- bfad taken place tii fuch etTWitfffatiwsv 

even Where no affurahee dtredh or bv tniplt^tfoh'ha 4 ‘*f:^^ ' 
*>'*■, ^ ^ 
gfvienv'• . ■ ■ ■' 

*Fhe Chancellor ofithe ‘E-xchequer particutarTy' noticed' rhe 
fitHtitlon in which contradlors ftood, in “regard‘to Aeir cofi- ' 
ne^ions with government,' diftinitfiom the fcrrpholderif, 
which gave to them particular claims. Contraftors; bad in' 
ftrft inftanee to treat with thinifters, and were immediately ’ 
rerponfible for the fulfilment of the terms. He proceeded to 
vindicate the ftains of the loan, as the bdt which,' under all 
^ircumftances could be made for the public; and* on this head 
rc|tea!ted what -he Had advanced in his fp^ch on the budget. 
He'adt^ed lO the term open a'nd fan competition, fiom winch 
fae%i$ fcid to haEve departed j and remarked that, in order to 
(ccufe~the! interefts.of the public, and prevent the mandtvreS' 
of didtgnirtg perfons, every competition muft to a certain de- 
grefe he qualified; at Icaftby the confiderafion how far tbd 
parties were competent to fulfill their bargain-. ' He thert v^eni ' 
into a minute detail of the terms of the bargain; As td that 
paft'of the'refolutions which cenfuredtbe tefntis bf the’Ibativ 
it was be'feid, extremdy eafy for ingenious men'to cbhftfcft 
or Confauddf^^^ bydating fomc that were true, and omitfitlg. 
others that'were equally true, fo as to make their Teafohing 
up^h thetn''apply to the partkular'^jurpofc for which they were 
thdlf-'draWH itp. If he underftood rightly what was meant ^ 
fr^'and Open Competition, he had, never adopted that plan, if' 
it dvaS^eanbthat the loan was to be given to the beif bidder,’ 
bc'hd’ iehom'he'might, without any other confideration." 'He 
iievefr meanf any but a fyllcm of qualified cbmpetifidn i and 
from this it Was not true, as ftatCd in the refolution,‘'that he 
he'had made a toi!al departure. As to what the honourable 
gehtlenian faid about 'delaying the 'iettlement, and fending to 
^#e1ty after the competition was refofrd, he defired to afk, 
the mod favourable terms could only bring ifbrw'ard' 
thife^paitiesj was it probable that the led favourable terms' 
«rd^ produce more ? When ia day was fixed for conVerfa- 
tio^' on the ban, it was necef&ty 'thitt -fume interval ihould 
take place, that the parties might deKberate on the tchns; 
Whdn all was finally arranged, hh faW no good that could 
poffibly arife from a delay tif fortjr-tdgHt honrs, a pefidd of fuf- 
jnetifo' and uncertainty that might bcudluated upbh£ andocba-' 
’fluctuations in the public foods, ^>ne cnt:uffiifripifce''that’’^ 
^todarn'determined not to let the c6ntra^bf ')feave%s "hdlire' 
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which took place between the time the bargain was made, and 
its being intimated to the Houfe, by his being difappointeil in 
bringing on the budget, as he firft intended, on the fecond oi 
December. The Houfe well knew the prefTurc and impor¬ 
tance of the public bufinefs which then was in daily agitation, 
and totally precluded him from making the ncceflary arrange¬ 
ments for the budget, fie defended the manner in which he 
bad cxercifed his difcrctioii in making the terms; and having 
deferibed the ftatc of the country, though by no means fo im» 
poveriflted and exhaufted as oppofition would reprefent it, be 
thought credit was due to thofe efforts by which government 
had been able to contradl for fo large a loan in the fourth year 
of the war, upon even belter terms than had been gotten in 
former years which he exemplified by a comparifon of this 
with laft year’s loan, which was fanifioned by parliament 
without a iingle objci^ion being made; and would leave it in 
the fame manner to the Houfe to decide whechet he motl de- 
ferved their cenfurc or approbation. 

The next point was the efFctfl of the King’s meflage; thofe 
who knew him beft, knew that it w?s not in his mind when 
the bargain was made. If however he had foiefeen it, he 
could not have forefeen the rife which took place in the flocks. 
He was no party to any fuch fraud, but to whatever caufe that 
fcmporaiy rife was to be aferibed, it certainly was not produced 
by the melfagc only. Whatever ideas of peace or negotiation 
people who wifhed for it might entertain, there was nothing 
more in the meflage, than a declaration that the time was arrived, 
to which his Majcfty had alluded in his fpcechto parliament. 
Any one who carried the meaning further, was either too fan- 
guinc in cxpedlation, or intended to urge his conftiuC^ion of it 
as a fraud to raife hopes which could not be realized. Exclufivc 
of the meflage, there were other colateral caufes for the fudden 
rife of the flocks; the Auflrian victories, the increafed and flill 
increafing diflrcffes of the enemy, which might give hopes 
that they were not able to {jerfill in the war. Before they 
could afccrtaiii what part of the rife was owing to th'- meflage 
alone, they ought to rccolledt the circumftances hi d e ents of 
the times, the domeftic ftate of the country, and, Jaiily, that 
it was but a temporary rife for four days, and not permanent. 
The extent of the benefit to ^thc contractors, and of the Jofs to 
the public had been greatly over-rated. An exaggerated ftate- 
ment of figures had been brought forward in order to be echoed 
through the country. ’ I; liad been ftated that the profit 
upon the loan amounted to 12 /nr cent, the fadt was notoriouf- 
iy otherwife; the whole fam of 5 per tent, on the loan ouglit 
Vol. HI. 1795. I) d jjot 
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not to be ftated, as the amount gained by the rife occafioncd 
by the circumftances before-mentioned, as it was not poilihle 
that in a few hours, for four days, fo large a fuin could be 
brought into the market. Having gone through almoft ;tll 
the refolutions at great length, he came to the lalf, wh eh was 
a niott dircfl charge againlt him, and cenfure of his condiift 
in the following words, ‘ That the profits of the contributors 
‘ at the cxpence of the nation, have been fo exoibitantly fwell- 

* cd, as to have rifen even before the depofit was made tbere- 

* on to an amount greatly exccedirtg the depofit itfelf, v!% on 

* a loan of eighteen millions, to the enormous and incredible 

* fum of two millions one hundred and fixty thoufitnd pounds 
‘ fterling.’ “ With this aflertion,” faid Mr. Pitt, “ the charge 
againft me is concluded, and with dcfiring the Houfe to at¬ 
tend to the extravagance of tliis aHertion fliall I clofe my de- 
fenc.’' 

Mr. Fox that cxclufive of the importance of the 
fiibjecf, he muft from the evidence before him, vote for 
the original propofition of his honourable friend, and 
againll the amendment which had been propofed; the 
amendment alledged for a fa£l that which was not true; among 
the reafons alfo which he had for the vote which be flioulil 
give, was that of forae expreffions of the learned gentloman 
who propoi’cd the amendment, and alfo thofe of the miniOcr 
himfclf, who had held pretty lofty language upon thisoccafion. 
He had I’a'icI they had inferred guilt where there was no evi¬ 
dence of it, and that they had made infmuations whi. h they 
half rctradfed. He knew his duty to the public too well, to 
fereen any man from infamy if he was convinced in bis own 
mind of h sguilt; and it was extremely contrary to his own na- 
-tureand difpofition to affix a charge of guilt noonewhom he had 
.reafon to bclicveinnocent, nor Ihuuld he ever be backward m 
; ftating thegrounds on which he entertained fufpicions.FIe would 
take that early opportunity of ftating what appeared to him to 
be the r.atureand extent of the guilt attached to the honour¬ 
able gentleman’s conduif. It had been alledged that the 
committee of enquiry was appointed in confequence of a c harge 
of corruption that had been brought againft the honourable 
gentleman; he begged leave pofitivciy"to deny that any fuch 
allegation iiad been made eithen by his honourable friend 
(Ml. Sheridan) or hindelf. He always had acquitted him of 
• ■ pei'd'.id corruption; and the Chancellor of the Kxcheqiirr 
laid I pon that in rrply, that he did not thank him. “ 1 
» iCare no\” faid Mr. Fox ; “ I claim not his thanks, nor (hall 
. , ;Jeyer complaiti that I do not receive them, liut I accufed 

him 
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him then, and I accufc him now, of having made an improvi¬ 
dent bargain for the public, and I was aftonifhed to hear the 
learned gentleman ftate it to be a mere peecadillo. What 
improvidence in a Chancellor of the Exchequer to the extent 
of this loan, a mere peccadillo ! improvidence in a minifter 
of finance is no fmall crime ; but where I fee this improvi¬ 
dence accompanied with fuch circumftances as the prefent, 
I cannot conceal my fufpicions, though, when I can¬ 
not prove, I will not alledge,’' With refpeft to the Joan 
being converted into an inftrument of corruption in the 
Houfe of Commons, he owned he had no great fufpicion j 
becatife he did not fee in, the prefent ftate of the politics of this 
country, that the right honourable gentleman had any occa- 
fton to incrcafe his majority in that Houfe; and therefore, if 
this loan was made a fubjeiSt of influence, it muft be influence 
of another kind. He did not think, under all the circumftanccs 
of the times, that the Houfe of Commons was the proper 
theatre of miniftcrial corruption.’ It was not however necef- 
farv to couple corruption with improvidence in order to 
criminate a Chancellor of the Exchequer, and if there was 
any fpccies of improvidence which il was proper in the Houle 
to check rather than another, it w'as that fpecies which went, 
not to affix political weaknefs and political difgrace on ths 
character of the minifter, but which tended to procure from 
him, from great and powerful men, great and powerful fup- 
port, which he cannot conftitutionally polTefs. In the pre- 
ient cafe, the loan was diftufed among a clafs of men, from 
whom the minifter, even I'uppofing him innocent of any cor¬ 
rupt intention, might derive much more foJid advantage than 
from a few votes in the Houfe of Commons. 

The firft point in the bufinefs to which he would call the at* 
tc-ntion of die lloufo, was the mode of tianfa6ting the loan.— 
The hon. gent, had hitherto been a ftrenuous advocate for 
maintaining the principle of free and open competition in the 
contracl fur loans. And here he begged not to be met with the ca¬ 
vil which he thought fit to mix with theconciuiion ot his fpeech, 
but to be undcrifood as ufing the phrafe in the fair and candid 
fciifc, in which it is univeri'ally taken by all practical naen. 
“ Let it never be forgotten,” laid Mr. Fox, “ th.it in 1793, 
wiiea he made a bargain the moll extravagant that ever was 
made, in the coi)trae‘t for *loaus by any minifter, the honour¬ 
able gentleman juIliJicd his coiuludl folcly upon the ground of 
competition ; but let me'at the fame time repeat what 1 formerly 
have alledged, that the exceptions arc much greater than the 
rules he himfclt lajsdowti; and if 1 vote that it has been his 

geneiai 
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genera] conduct to encourage competition, I vote what is not 
true. I'he right honourable gentleman had not in fubftance 
fotlmved ths jjrinciple of publick comjjetition, particularly if 
they looked to the amount of the fum borrowed, upon the 
whole, and not the number of the loant;. He borrowed a 
capital lart year of twenty-five millions by a clofe loan, and 
this year he has borrowed an equal fum in a fimilar mode. 
I aiked to know, what he had to oppofe againft thclc ? Jt 
was a/ked what could be the motive of theminiftcr? Were 
he unable to difeern the motive, he mull neverthelefs demur to 
fuch a queftion. In order to difeover and afeertain the motive 
of the right honourable gentleman’s conducl, as well as cir- 
cumfianccs would permit, it was important and indeed ne- 
cefiary to confider with fomc attention the period and the 
manner, in which the right honourable gentleman firfi attended 
to the claim of Mr. Boyd. The year before iaft a loan was 
bargained for by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. In the 
May following, when bis Majefty’s minifters thought it ad- 
vifeable to grant a loan to the Emperor, the contraftors for 
the other loan objected to its falling into the hands of other 
fubferibers, lb that the queflion was by no means new. In 
the courle of that year, he contracted for another loan, and 
in the contraCt there was nodiftinct agreement fiated, deciding 
the point on either fide. Mr. Boyd, confeious that he could 
fummon no pofitivc ftipulation to his aid, has had recourfe to 
:juittce, the nature of things, and the public opinion, rccog> 
nized' in common ufage. Waving this, however, for the 
preient, the honourable gentleman, having this queflion on 
fits mind in autumn 1794, made a new loan, without anypre- 
cife condition of afeertaining the ifi'uc. It was extremely 
material to the honour of his charaftcr, fairly to tell when he 
bad the firft notice of Mr. Boyd’s claims. He had prefTed 
him often for an anfwcr to this queflion, and never had ob¬ 
tained any fpecific reply. On this point he thought Mr. 
Boyd’s evidence inconfiflent with the honourable gentleman’s 
declaration. The right honourable gentleman had declared 
that he rejeClcd Mr. Boyd’s claim in OClober laft. Mr. Boyd’s 
evidence went to a contrary aflertion. He flated that the 
Chancellor of the filxchequer, though not direilly admitting 
his claim, had promiled to conve,rre with him on the fub- 
jeiSl, and had done fo before any queflion of compofition ex- 
ifled j a circumflance wholly unnoticed in the right honour¬ 
able gentleman's account of the tranfa£tion. Mr. Boyd faid 
jwfitively, on his examination, that as early as Odlobcr he pre¬ 
ferred his claim to the Chancellor of the Exchequer^ and that 
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theChancellor of the Exchequer, being convinced ofits jurfice, 
came under proniife to give him the preference. When .the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had fcnt for the governor of the 
Bank to intimate his intention to have a free and open compe- 
ition; that promife had been totally forgotten. Surely there was 
(bmething of a more culpable nature in this than mere im¬ 
prudence. The Chancellor of the Exchequer had cherfen to 
forget one promil'e, and he had been compelled to break the 
other, as his intimation to the bank could be conhdered in no 
other light than a promife. Mr. Boyd's claim, if it were 
juft, ought to have been afeertained; if it were not, the minifter 
had broken his faith wit'n the public. Mr. Fo.x faid, he was 
willing to make every allowance for accidental omiflions amid 
tile multiplicity of bufinefs with which die attention of the 
honourable gentleman muft necelTarily be diftracied, but to 
forget fuch an important circumftance as this, admitted nei¬ 
ther palliation norexcufe. Was it nothing, after having come 
under a pofitive promife to prefer an individual, to give notice 
to the Governor of the Bank of his intention to hold out pro* 
pofals of public competition, in which, he knew at thetime, 
it would not be in his power to perfevere, and which, in fad, 
he had been obliged to abandon f 

If the claim of Mr. Boyd was invalid, it would only vary 
the degree of guilt; and if it was valid, it was a fnigular cir¬ 
cumftance that it fhould have been entirely forgotten. It 
certainly was not a claim founded upon a direef written or 
verbal agreement: but even though tnc claim was good, it 
was not fufHcient to ftand between him and the public ; and 
though gentlemen were extremely fond of appealing to the 
governor of the Bank, the evidence that he gave before the 
committee went diredlv to invalidate bis claim. The opi¬ 
nion of Mr. Giles was fortified by fad and jufticc; 

As to the diftindion attempted to be fet up with refped to 
the charaders of contrudors and fcrip-holders, Mr. Fox de¬ 
clared that be muft deny that Mr. Boyd had any claim as a 
contrador.—If an injury were committed, either by announc¬ 
ing a new loan before the laft payment on die old one was 
completed, the fcrip-holders, not the original contradors, were 
the foie fufferers. Had a pecuniary compenfatioii been award¬ 
ed, it would have been, irfhis mind, the mode by far the nioft 
beneficial to the public. If the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
or if the country were bound to the contradors, they were 
equally bound to the contributors ; and if fuch acorn penfation 
had been granted, it would have been but fair that its advan¬ 
tages had extended to the contributors, as well as to the con- 

tiac- 
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Mi, Boyd would have received an indemnitv pro¬ 
portioned only to the fciip which he held. Suppofing, for in- 
fiai.ee, t’iDt three or foii: hundred ihoufand pounds had betn 
voted to Ml. B lyd and his friends, for the lofs they fuflained, 
the iioufe would certainly have provided that the coinpcnfadoir 
fliould extend to all the (ubferibers as wxll as the contraciors j 
for how' the country could he bound to the contiaclor, and not 
to the contributor, he was at a lofs to conceive. It w'as faid, 
that thei'c come within Ibma idea of rifle. But how long does it 
exill ?—Only till the dcpofit is made. What is the nature of 
the rifle ?—A rifle may be fo little, that it may in fadl* amount 
to nothing at all. Had any unforefeen circumftjnces occurred 
that m ght have endangered their fortunes, the public would 
not have held them to the bargain they had made. The coa- 
trador may fometimes be obliged to hold ferip for a confide- 
jable time j lo is the contributor alfo, and the rifle on his 
part was only leis, as the contrailor has commonly a greater 
ihare than the contributor. In jufticc, or the nature ot things, 
then, there was certainly nothing to authorize the claim. Ma¬ 
ny a Joan has been bargained for, in this country j but there 
has not been any to conlHtutc a cuftom on this head. 

^ Much ftrefs has been hid upon a converfation which took 
place between the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Air. 
Boyd, iu 1794. It hems the Chancellor of the Kxebequer, 
in order to hallcn the payment of the loan, faiJ, that the fol¬ 
lowing February would be too hte for the laft inflalmcnt, 
becaule it might be ncccliary to negotiate a new loan before 
that time, 'i'his expreflion of the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer was reprefented as a virtual rccognizunce of the claim 
of Mr. Boyd. It was not however neceflary to aferibe this 
comerfation to a tcndcrncls for Air. Boyd's right, when it was 
much more natural to fuppolr; it proceeded from a concern for 
the public inteicll. 7 'his calual cfleil, how'ever, hud fuch 
an influence upon the mind of the right honourable gentleman, 
that he cannot cfl’ace the idea oj Air. Boyd*s peremptory right 
to fbut the market agairdf new loans, till the lalt inftalincnt 
upon the preceding loan flialJ have been paid. To all this 
the honourable gentleman sliced, have 1 fhewn any fymptoms 
of pan; dity to Mr. Boyd ? On the contrary, was it not with 
the grc-tclt reluctance that I defert^^d my favourite fyftem, in 
ord.r to iutisly his claim V* We have feen reluctance,”laid 
Air. Fox, often uied as a veil under .w’hich wc conceal the 
coimriiliion o^ adts vvluLh we ought not to have committed. 
Vv^e kuve feen reluctance put ou to favc apj^caranecs. Ot 


this coyncls in the right hoiiomabie gentleman. 


This 
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This fwcrt^ rcluftant, amorous 4ctay, 

whether the right honourable g'Mitleman took leave of hts 
proleflion^ I know not, but for a man who pretended 
fo much financial merit, to fuch purity, that the very doubt¬ 
ing of his merit was a fpccies of mifdemeanour in any 
member of that Houfc, the rcluf^ance appeared to be of 
the doubtiful kind- Still, howevLr, he maintained that he 
kept up fome dtprcc of competition- Of his newly begot¬ 
ten fvftcm of qualified competition, if its advantages were un¬ 
real, and if he was aware that it was fuch a competition as to 
excite contempt, I can give It no other charaitcr than that of 
a mere mockery, a miferable expedient to cover h'S determi¬ 
nation ; and if he had a better opinion of it, and if that fyftern 
had any folicl advantages, why did he abandon i: on the opinion 
of two angry men, and bring the bargain to fo immediate a 
conclufion. 


Having prefTed a few ffrong arpiimcnts on this point, Mr, 
f'ox prorc: ded to animadvert on the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer's conduil, with rcfpc£t to the queftion of lime, a 
qiiclticn which involved clifHculuc^ from which he believed 
the minilfer would not he eaiilv able ti extricate himfclF. 
On account of fome prefling bur:n''rs in the Houfc of Com¬ 


mons, he could not bring on the budg*r, 
not put otr iht !f>an, hut coi.eluded tlie h.ng. 


but yet he couM 
dn twelve days be¬ 


fore he notiEcu it to parli.nnenr; wheicjs, on 


former occa- 


fionf, it iifcJ only to be c-mk hided one, two, or three days at 
mofl, befoic the opening of the budget. 

From tl:c circumlt.inccs of the loan, be proceeded to fpeak 
of the motive which ailrtuated the ncixothuion, ninl that mo¬ 


tive, he thought, w,IS to be traced to the naidai^liori of the 
Hamburgh bills. If it was not allowed to operate as a mean 
of coiruptioiu it certainly had fome reference to a tranfuJlioii 
which look place in Septcutber, in which Mr. Boyd raifed 
2,500,000!. for gen eminent upon 'rreafury bills, bearing a 
date at Hamburgh, though ciiawn here, 'rhis traiil- 
aclion Mr. Fox reprobated, on the authority of the governor 
of the Bank of England, as extremely difcrcditable to govern¬ 
ment, and as difgr.icetul to thofe who fet it on foot; bccaufc, 
by impofing a fictitious Dcurity, it did an atSt of iujufticc hotfi 
the drawer and the indo.^fer. No houfe of character would 


be feen in fuch a tranfaffion, and the principle which govcri;- 
cd the rcrpeilabibty of a private houfe governed alfo the re- 
fpcvdability of govern nent; nothing could be reputable to 
either that was not fair and honelt. When he faw the right 
honourable gentleman abandon his pnnciples, when he faw 
him abandon them at the luit of an individual, and when he 

law 
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faw him idiandon them in favour of that individual, after be> 
ing eng;^ed in a difcreditable.tranfa£fion with him, the c^frr- 
ration could not but excite fomc fufpicions which it would 
require ffroneer reafons than any that he had adduced to 
ict up 3 fubSantial defence and eftablifh his innocence. 
The right honourable gentleman had faid, this was only a ne- 
cefiary iupply, which Mr. Boyd advanced in themoft liberal 
Cianjoer for the fervice of the country, in a time of difficulty, 
when her rcfources were exhaufted, and when it would have 
been exceedingly inconvenient to have convened parliament. 
This reprefentation ferved only to enhance the favour con¬ 
ferred by Mr. Boyd, and to eftablilh the relation between that 
tranfafbon and the negotiation of the prefent loan. To re¬ 
lieve the tninifter from fuch difficulties as thofe, and in which 
be had involved himfclf by improvidence or extravagance, 
was an obligation which would naturally in thefeclrcumftances 
be too. highly valued to be cafily forgotten. He might have 
negotiated a fhort loan in September, which would have ope¬ 
rated as a prefent fupply till after the holidays : that mode of 
COS)du£t it was, however, faid, could not have been explained 
to France, nor would it have given that power half the idea 
of our Anancial fuperiority which fhe muft neccflarily have 
formed from fuch a highly creditable tranfaftion, as raifing 
money by means of fidtitious Hamburgh bills ! ! A more 
vidicnlous, and a more falfe argument, he had fcarcely ever 
heard advanced. 

Mr. Fox adverted to the Report, and to that part of it efjw- 
clally which flated the condudf and the evidence of Mr. Mor» 
gan, both of which he faid, appeared to him to have been na¬ 
tural enough. That gent'eman had exprefled bimfelf in his 
evidence confiflently. Much had been faid that Mr. Morgan 
appeared to be angry with the minifter on this occafton. Was 
that unnatural in a man, who felt that he had been infulted 
with a mockery of competition ? He had lofr that which was 
the objedt of his heart, the loan, and therefore there w'as no¬ 
thing wonderful inhisanger. Every candid man would agree 
that fome allowance ought to be made for a man in itated by 
difappointment. Mr. Morgan had faid he would have made 
a bargain for the loan, which would have been l>etter for the 
public than this. Here was at once^ then the bell of all poffible 
evidences, the evidentia rn, that the bargain was an impro¬ 
vident one. Why, it was alkcd, did. Mr. Morgan not bid 
above Mr. Boyd by his proxy in the Houfe of Commons when 
the frtbjecl was debated, up to the whole amount, which be 
dated the public to have loH ? 'I'he anfwcr to tliis quedion 

was 
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was anti Mr. Morgan had already given it. He .”di<l 
not bid Tfiir the public good, btit for his own good, and there¬ 
fore, when he w-as bidding to the Houfe of Connimons when 
they werr■■ called upon to ratify a bad bargain, a fum Gonfider- 
abJe enough to inalce that bargain much better for the public, 
the lefs he advanced the better for himfelf. Such was the 
a(]nUlIl’'p. of Mr. Morgan ; and he had not the fmalleft fcruple 
to declare,' that he teit as much willingnefs to believe a man 
who thus admit that he wiibes to take care of his own intereft, 
as he who pretends, in money matters, to have nothing in 
view but the public good. Here then we had a man pre- 
fcriv d by the minifter, with whom tranfaiSlions of a very 
fufpicious nature had been carried on, and this preference had 
colt the jmblic an immenfe fum of money. What was he 
to f,iy on fuch a cafe ? What could he fay, but that the 
minilter proceeded upon fome motive or other that from the 
circumftances and the manner of it had rather the appearance 
of a bad than a good one ; it had certainly operated to the 
very great detriment of the public at large, and to the ill 
character of the pecuniary concerns o&this country? 

Mr. Fox next proceeded to take notice of the dilFerent 
caufes, which the minifter had alllgned for the rife in the price 
of the funds foon after the loan was contraifted for, and de¬ 
clared that he was clearly of opinion, tiiat the King’s mef- 
fage, which came to that Houfe on the day after the budget, 
was the chief caufe of that rife. The right honourable gea-’ 
tlcmen contended, that the news of the Auftrian vidlories had 
aconhderable fhare in promoting the rife. Thefe vi\Siorie$, 
let it be recolleiled, wert; pretty generally known before the , 
25ih of November. The rapid decay of the French ftnaaces 
was alfigned as another caufe of this political phacomenon. 
He begged however to know, if, after the 25th of Novem¬ 
ber, the French finances had decayed fo rapidly, that even 
the moft fanguine calculator found his calculations far Ihort of 
the truth. He was the more furprifed at hearing this language 
when he rccollecled that about eight months ago they were de¬ 
le: ibed as being in the agonies of death, in the very gulph of bank¬ 
ruptcy. AH arguments refpedling the decay of the Freuch 
finances, he confidered as fo many childilTi and contemptible 
pretences to veil, and a thin v«il it was, the fufpicious condudt 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. When the right hon. 
gentleman was obliged to. have recourfc to fuch pretexts, in 
his opinion, no accufi r could fay more againft him. He was 
alked how he came to calculate upon the average rifeofftock, 
and-of cGufle the average premium on the loan from thetem- 
Voi,. III. 1796 £e pora'y 
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porary effbil of any particulary news ? He replied, that he 
calculated upon the price of ftock, when fubfcribeis made 
their firlt dcpofit, at which period the omnium aftbrded a clear 
profit of twelve and a half /ercent. He admitted, for argu¬ 
ment’s fake, that the mcllagc might be the natural effc£l of the 
miniflcr’s comment on the King’s fpccch at the opening of the 
feifion i but who did not know that a formal inefl'age from the 
throne carried much greater weight with it than an occafionat 
fpeech of a minifler in parliament? The fall of flock was 
not to be wondered at, becaufc the public had never feen the 
meffage afted upon, and therefore it was but natural that the 
funds fhould fink to their former level. The condu£l of the 
commiflioners appointed to manage the funds for the liquidation 
of the national debt, in buying into the four, inflead of three 
ficr ants, Mr. Fox flared to be another matter deferving the 
attention of the Houfe, and a due confidcration of it, would 
he faid eafily fatisfy them, that it was to be regarded, as a part 
of the circumftances, that bore relation to the late improvi¬ 
dent bargain with Mr. Boyd. He concluded with maintain¬ 
ing, that the terms of the loan were much more extravagant, 
not than the country had paid at former times, but in coin- 
parifon with the terms which might, when the loan was made, 
have been obtained, by free and open competition. He fat 
down, giving it as his opinion, that the Chancellor of the i)x- 
chequer had been guilty of a breach of duty, on which ground 
he gave bis aflent to the oiiginal refolutions. 

Mr. Sheridan begged leave to offer a word or two only upon 
the fubjeef before the Houfe, and though he was perfe£tly 
aware, that a declaration in that Houfe, of an intention to 
fay but one word, was generally the preface to a long fpeoch, 
the Houfe had the beft fecurity for his keeping his promife, 
the tone of his voice was that fecurity. His honourable 
friend he contended did not tliake a charge of pcrfonal cor¬ 
ruption on the Chancellor of the Exchequer, but merely of 
improvidence. The right honourable gentleman was fo irri¬ 
table, and caught fuch fire at the charge, that he was himfelf 
loud in calling for a committee to inquire into his conduct. 
He fhould not indeed at that late hour have troubled the Houfe 
at ail, had not certain remarks fallen from the right honour¬ 
able and learned gentleman, relative to a fpeech of bis made 
fome rime ago; a printed copy oi* which Ipeech he had per¬ 
ceived to be in the hands of the right honouiaide gentleman. 
In replv' to thofc remarks, however, the Houfe need be under 
no appidienfions of being long .detained by him, or of his 
being very vociferous on the occafion, as indeed they mufl be 
pretty fenfible, that a man rarely uiked in a high and paf- 

fioiiatc 
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fionate tone, when he was nearly deprived of the power of 
utterahee. 

I'he right honourable gentleman, Mr. Sheridan obferved, 
in the courfe of his anitnadverfions upon thefpeech alluded f.o, 
had appeared to cemfider himfelf as beftowing a r;,rcat mark of 
favour and condefcenfion, by ofFering.him an opportunity of 
letradling what he had therein faid. Retraflion, however, 
was a thing to which he was perfeiSllv unaecuiiomed ; retrac¬ 
tion he left to men who could reconcile the moft glaring con- 
trad iiSiions ; to men who could permit thofe in power to 
adminifler to their vaniry, ambition, and their avarice ; men, 
in fliort, who could ftnke a balance between public principle 
and private pro.it; for his part, his public conduft had been, 
he trufted, too tegular and undeviating, to render retraction 
iieceflary ; nor would he at that moment contradiCl one word 
that he had uttered, or one principle that he had maintained. 

The right hon. gentleman had chofen to ftatc himfelf as a 
miniiter of finance, who had been diredtly accufed of corrup¬ 
tion, whereas in point of fa£t no perfonal charge of that na¬ 
ture had been brought againft him by jiis honourable friend 
(Mr. Smith), nor by him. He had, for his own part, de¬ 
clared, what he Ihould ftill pcrfift in alierting, that the tranf- 
aetion was liable to great flilj)icion, and that there were ftrong 
rcalbns to believe, that it had been uled as a means of extend- 
ing political influence of one fort or another. Nay the Houfe 
had witnefjed fufBcicnt to bear out that alVcrtion. They had 
heard the Lord Mayor of London obligingly come forward, 
and cor;ecl the rnori/irous error he had fallen into, of ftating 
that his banking houfe had been favoured with only two mil¬ 
lions of the loan, whereas, according to the worthy magi- 
ftrate's better knowledge, the fum was not two millions, b^ut 
two million eight bundtcd thoufand pounds. There could not 
longer theiefore remain any fort of doubt, hut that fome por¬ 
tion of this infinuating influence had been ufed to oil that 
creaking wheel in the city, called the mercantile intcrelf. 
Kvery poflible method, however, had been reforted to that day 
to miflead the attention of the Houfe, and draw it away from 
the main queftion for confideration, viz. the late circumlfances 
(it the tranfaefion, and the lhameful improvidence of tiie bar¬ 
gain. No corruption on the pa^t of the minifter had been, he 
repeated it, fuggelted by his honourable friend, but he never 
could forget, what he had alluded loin thisfpcech on a former 
day, and which had been that day infinuatcd that he ought to 
rctiaCi, that the right honourable Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer, had himfelf, fome years ago, made a flmilar charge to 

E e 2 that 
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that which it was now pretended had been made on him, a;^ainrt 
a noble friend of his, then the minifter of fiprnce'^ i hat 
noble lord, it was undeniable, was a man of thv (h icf.'i'i; ho¬ 
nour and unimpeachable integrity; on that oreslion frcMu an 
ardent defire to put his conduct beyond all ponib’-^ qii?“lliuM in 
the tranfadlion of a bargain for a loan, his noble fii-nd had 
fallen into the oppofite extreme, and from a fcrup.duus, it 
might almoff be faid, a ridiculous anxiety to for caiuinr.y at 
defiance, had put the loan into the hands of his p ilit’c:;’ ene- 
mies. The right honourable gentleman oppofite to him, had 
been one of the firft at that day to raife a erv agair.ft his noble 
friend, he was therefore of all men in the leait entitl-d to com¬ 
plain in terms of indignation and haughty ixT' ntmciit, that fome 
thing fhouldbe faid which might be coni'ulerod as an implied 
cenfureofthe tranfa£fion of a bargain for a loin made by iiim- 
felf, and not only attended with circumftances of a moft 
queftionable nature, but in itfelf more injiiriout to theinicjcll: 
of the public than that of his noble friend alludtd to. 

The right honourable gentleman had been pleafed toanfwcr 
what had been faid ol the conAitution of the committee, but 
he had not been corre< 2 ^ in his reply to that point. When the 
committee was firA moved, he had been extremely dcfirous 
that it Aiould be a committee of the whole Houfe, and amor.'eA 
other for prefling for thatioit of coiTimittce, ho }..iJ 

urged ti's utility of having witnclics publickly cXuimn.cd nt 
their bai’, in the face of the v^hcre management would 

have bc' ii inipra^licablc, or *j vwi couM natbehao,heh.J called 
for a fdccl conimiftce cornpofed of equil numbers from each 
fide the Houfc, ia order that in either cafe, a fair and lull ex¬ 
amination of the fadl? jni<:ht have been t*onc Into. In that 
idea he had been nrcnuouily fupported by an honourable »riVi:d 
near him (Mr. Grey), who had afl:gned additional reaftu!:> 
for having the trafifacHon of the lonn openly and publicly en¬ 
quired into, accurately afeertained. Whot had been the re- 
fultof fuch advice having been treated with contempt, and a 
conmnittee above flairs appointed? The examination had been 
chiefly in the hands of the. right honourable gentleman’s per- 
fonal friends} he meant to fay noticing difrefpetSful of them 
individually; He admired the talents of moll of them, and 
cifeenaed the virtues of many. As the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman had truly flated, he ha^ been at the committee once, 
but had not given it conftant attendance, brraufe he faw how 
the enquiry proceeded, and as he had gucffcd from the adopted 

.* Lord John Cavendith, Chancellor of the Exchequer, durijiE the cxiften c of 
the Coalition Minillry, in 17^3. 


frame 



Fib. 26.] WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS.' ajj 

frame of the committee, fo the refult*turned out. He did not 
therefore envy the right honourable gentleman the triumph 
tcriTit'd his acquiU'.!, becaufe he owned, had his public conduct 
ss a minifter of finance, been to have been made a fubjcfl of 
enquiry^ and that enquiry conduced by Secretaries of the 
Treafury, Half-pay-mafters, members of that board, which 
had been deferibed by the prefident of it, as a nurfery for 
young itatcfrnen* ; in fhort by perfons notorioufly dependant 
on his own political character and exiftence, he fhould not have 
confidcred a report in his favour from fucb a committee, a 
veiy honourat)k ground of pride or exultation. The report 
of the committee, fuch as it had been, he by no means coin¬ 
cided with. On the contrary, he confidcred it as little better 
than a mockery, and he rejoiced that he was not one of thofe 
who were rcTponfible for it. 

Having with confiderable feverity animadverted on the pre¬ 
ceding part of the fubjedt, Mr. Sheiidan took notice of the 
manner in which the right honourable and learned gentleindn 
(Mr. Douglas ) had fpoken of Mr. Morgan and his evidence. 
Mr. Morgan, he faid, he thought had a right to complain, 
that his character had been harlbly treated by the right ho¬ 
nourable and learned gentleman, when he had faid that fuch a 
witnefs was not entitled to much credit. Mr. Morgan had 
given his f vidence failly, though he had given it with a fort 
of conffitutional haitinefsand warmth of temper. It was not 
not neceflary to hear his name to afeertain that he did honour 
to the principality to which he belonged. So much in a hurry 
had he been to reply to thequcfllons put to him, that he fome- 
times delivered two thirds of his anfvver before he had heard 
above half of the queftion ftated, Mr. Morgan’s evidence 
had at any rate the appearance of an honelt teffimony, as it 
was promptly delivered and bore no fymptoms of prevarica¬ 
tion, nor had any part of it been contradidted. He touched 
upon the other circumftances of the loan in a general manner, 
and declared, that his own opinion of what gained Mr. JBoyd 
the preference given him under fuch rufpiciouj circumftances 
was the iranfaction of the Hamburgh bills, a tranfadlion which 
he had a right to fay tended to tarnifh the national credit, as 
the Governor of the Bank had not hefitated to declare in his 
evidence, that if fuch a tranfadlion as the railing money u|x>ii 
fidlitious bills, bills falfely dated, devoid of common commer¬ 
cial fccui ity to thofe Mo took them In the courfc of ncgoci- 
ation, and calculated merely for the purpofe of temporary ac¬ 
commodation, had been operated by a private merchant, it 

would 

* The Board of Commlflioiicrs for the ahaira oi' Indu. 
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would have been deemed a difgrjce to his houfe. Mr. Sheri¬ 
dan ridiculed the plea of the Auftrian victories having con¬ 
tributed to raife* the funds, which he fiid the right honour¬ 
able gentleman had fet up, to take off their attention from 
the real caufe of that rife, viz. the effeft of his Majelfy’s 
meflage, though that meffage was in fail abfurd enough ip it- 
felf, becaufe it declared the government of F ranee to be in a 
negociable ftate, whereas no new grounds had arifen to entitle 
minifters to pronounce it in fuch a ftate, ftnee they had laff 
pertinacioufly refufed to admit that pofition, when an honour¬ 
able friend of his brought forward a motion for the 
purpofe of accelerating peace. If the ruin of the French 
finances, the ftrange reafon affigned by the right honourable 
gentleman, for thinking France in a more negociable it ate than 
it had hitherto been, were to be admitted, he muff congra¬ 
tulate that Houfe and the right honourable gentleman on the 
near profpeft of his having had the honour of having brought 
Great Britain into the moft negociable ftate, for the purpofes of 
obtaining peace, of any country on the face of the globe. 
After various other pointed farcafms, and fevere retorts on 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, which fwelled his fpecch 
into, a fize and extended it to a length that his exordium had 
not given reafon to expe£f, Mr. Sheridan came to the fum- 
ming up of his argument, and deduced, that when he reviwed 
the chain of lingular circumftanccs, that conncilcd the dift'er- 
ent parts of the tmnCuStion in making the loan, W'hen he, 
confidered how extremely fufpicious they were, the manner 
in which the enquiry had been condu£led, the points left un¬ 
explained, and the fort of reafciiing that had that day been 
fet up in defence and exculpation of it by the right honour¬ 
able and learned gentleman, and the Chancellor of the Ex¬ 
chequer him fclf, he could not but with-hold his afient fropi 
any resolution of approbation, and ill able as he was to exprefs 
himfelf with clearnefs and perfpicuity from the indifpolition 
he fo obvioufly laboured under, even late as it was, he had 
thought it necelTary to rife and declare his opinion upon the 
whole of the cafe, left his filence Ihould be interpreted into 
an admiliion, that what he had faid upon the fubjeef on a for¬ 
mer debate was premature and ill founded, and that he had 
neither the candour to retratSf, nor the flrmncfs to maintain 
fentiments refpedling which he did not, as he then avowed he 
did, feel a decided convidlion. 

Mrt Dought rofe to explain; there being a loud clamour 
for thequeftion, he faid, he cnly wifhed to fay a few words 
icfpcdting Mr. Alorgan. I'he honourable gentleman who had 

juft 
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juft fat down, had charged him with having treated Mr. Mor¬ 
gan harlhly ; he begged leave to deny the charge ; he had not 
talked of his evidence lightly, or declared that he was a witnefs 
not entitled to any degree of credit, but after inveftigating his 
evidence from the pages of the Report, he had contended, that 
it appeared from his own anfwers, that his rccollcdiion was 
extremely fallible, and that in feveral fa£ls it was in obvious 
error. Under fuch circumftances therefore, he had laid that 
no great ftrefs ought to be laid upon the teftimony of a wit¬ 
nefs, unavoidably prejudiced, in proof of a criminal accufa- 
tion againft a charaftcr, in the purity of which, the nation 
had fo much intcreft, as they clearly had in the charadler of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, thp minifter of finance for 
the country. 

Mr. Sjnitb rofe to fay, that he had attended with great care 
both to the arguments and the calculations on which gentle¬ 
men in the courfe of the debate had refted their defences of the 
meafure in queftion, and thought himfelf capable of giving to 
each a full and diftinil anfwer; but that at fo late an hour, 
(three o’clock,) he could not attempt fo unreafonably to' avail- 
himl'clfof the ufual indulgence of*the Houfe as would be ne- 
celfary lor that pui pol’c. What he thought it incumbent on 
him farther to offer, he would confine within very narrow 
limits. As to the attack on himfdf perfonally, the accufation 
either of malignity in his motives, or of unfairnefs in infinu- 
aiing more than he chofe openly to affert, gave him little con¬ 
cern ; with refpedl: to the firlt he was content to leave his 
jufti§cation to the general opinion of thofc who knew him, 
and for the latter, the refolutions compared with the evidence 
might anfwer for themfelvcs ; the forenefs of the right honour¬ 
able gentleman was loo cai'ily accounted for, to allow bim to 
feel any refentment at its cff'ects. On the firft and great mat¬ 
ter in difpute, the abandonment of competition, there remain¬ 
ed one ground ftrong enough in his opinion to bear the whole 
weight of the dccifion. The point which had been conceded« 
to the claim of Mr. Boyd, was confen'cdly of very great mag¬ 
nitude and importance; and the right honourable gentleman 
was dcfirous to have it underftood that he had received that 
entire convi£lion on the fubjc£t, which enabled him with con¬ 
fidence and propriety to make fuch a I'acrifice. Now Mr. ^ 
Smith defired it might be Carefully obferved, that after all the ' 
reprefentations and converfations which were Hated to have 
worked this unwilling convitjtion, the honourable gentleman 
had repeatedly fpoken of that claim, in fuch terms as thefe ; 
as a circumftancc which had come but recently to his know- 



aliS W(S0DFXLL*S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commons. 

ledge, but which deferved atteation,—which was entitled to 
fcme degree of attention,’* &c. would he then or 
could the Houfe believe, that an impreffion on his mind fo 
lightly t'poken of when yet warm and cxifting in its full force, 
to perfons allb vrho were entitled to the ftrongeft reaf’ons which 
the honourable gentleman was able to produce, and whom he 
muff have been defirous of convincing, could in the nature of 
things, be the real, the foie* and a fufftciunt motive to itniuce 
him to furrender, and to jt/ftify him in fitrrenderings all the 
acknowledged advantages of competition ; and in concluding 
immediately fuch a bargain as the preient loan had proved to 
ihe public. Let every gentleman anfwer that qudtion to 
hinlfelf. 

The Houfe then divided on Mr. Douglas’s amendment: 

171 

Noe is 23 

Majority in fevour of the amendment 148 

Thie previous queftion was then put, and carried on the re- 
ntaitider of the hrft thirty-feyen refolution«. 7 'he ihirty-cighth 
and thirty-ninth were afrei wards negatived; and the tw’o 
otbets moved by Mr. Douglas, paiTed in their ffead, approving 
of the Chaocelior of the Exchequer’s conduct.—Adjourned.* 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Mondays feb. 29. 

IThe Earl ef Lauderdale fa id, tliat as he underftood the Vote 
of Credit bill was to be committed for Thurfday the third of 
March, and meaning to make fome obfervations on that quef- 
tion, be would move that the lords be I'ummoned. Ordered. 

HOUSE 

• The following is a ctwrefSl Copy of the Amendments and Re- 

sOLuTICKS, iis they paired. 

Rzsoivxd, 

' A notion wac made, and the qncllion boing propofed, that it appear!; to thit 

* V 

Kottftif in all tUe couimuirtcalion t relative to the formatiori of the lute lo.Ln, 
patffird between the ClunccUor of the Exo!*cquer the governor of the 
hack df England, or uny of the parties coneemedj previou? to the £4th ofNoo 
the Chvn^eror of the £xcUe<iuer did invariably liwfcfs a rerdution 
toaftede-ftri&iy to'the principle of free and open competition; 

bcln^pit, Thit- disc ^ueffou tc now put; 

]t pailkd in tiu itivc. 


Adjourned. 


A mo- 
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, : ^ HOUSE OF COMM€^* 

Menif^y F*b, 29 « , 

Witrivkk and Bnunflon camd biU viras itaid 
and pafied. 

Pefition 

.r * ' ' ' 

A was ma^, and tbe being peopal^ *Phat It sppeM to tiiSt 

Houfe, idsat on the 25th of NoveAiber, the appoint^ hy the Clia&^' 
celbrofthe Exchequer for a mettihg of All Avcral oompetltbr* for the 
fettle the preliminaries Aercof^ and when Afy wm all a0bn9ma4t the Cti^cciAdr' ^ 
of the Exchequer, after a feparate cohforence v^ Metre Boyd end his pat^^ ^ 
propofe to the other competitnrft, viz* MelUfo and Morgan^ to bid for the loab» 
on condition that an option boM be referved to Boyd ti^ his part^f^ of taking 
t}\e loan at fu A a price as ihould be equal in value to Ol|fi half per eou* on Ae 
** tt'hole fum borrowed^ above Ae hlgheft offer ofthe cotnpedtora*** 

And the predloul queftion being pnjEf That Aat queftSoA he AO#pttt| ' | 

It pa^d in the negative. .1 ' > ^ 

A motion waa made^ and the queftloo beu^propofod, TlMtitappent^ea iAilMi 
Hottftf^Aat the faid MeUiffi and Morgan, having refofed tfe’^hedWe COS|<^v, 
petitoffsoR a coupon, to uhich diey deemed it almoll 
the ‘Chancettor of Ae Exchequer did, nttmediately afoer» wiAfMttpjnpifotgsinp^^ 
other terms, agree for the loon wi A Boyd and his party, ahhough it was nader* 
ftood, by alt Ac parties, that they were not to come to a final fettle mei tt on that 
day; 

A nd tbe previous quaftion betiig puC^ That that queftion be now put ^ 

It priced in tin negativu* j - * 

A motion was made, and Ae queilion bei^g ptopdfod* thatat ^^pjsairAB Ass 
Houfo, chat by giving this preference to Boyd and > his fMWly# 
the Eachcqncrdid touUy cleparcfrom Ae principle of foee ^ .npoMMM^eiitioak 
after having', by a communication through Ae Governor Of Ae Banl4 eolf tWO 
days preceding, exprelsly invited peefons to bid on Aat psinciple, and who had alfo 
grevioufiyanade prq>aratWLRS for AatpurpoTr | 

And Ac previous qisoftionheing put, Aat jAatqwdUtAkOttoWfhts ^ 

It puffed in the negative. < 

A motion wax made, and Ac qucftlon being propofol, h appear* to^a 
Hou^ chat Ae preference,fo given to B<^d and his party» i 9 fu dasruod ' 

on Ae foundation of a fuppofed in Ae foulement of Ae ptotedini^hMn Iblf ^ 

the fomce of Ac year 1795, bctweenAc ChanoeUorof AeEnAcqueaiHM^.M 
Boyd;tt 4 hispa^^ amindly, that a Ae i c nmreft was entered Bnfof-Al €«»► ’ s 
« ditipty public loan for fow coitittry fliouid 

« period fixed for the ^ payipAt of As hm then ooncmAsfiinr Aa n^ -* 

w clapfed and qn, ^ a^e^^ AM Ae »id8ttAtij>n.of; ■ »n»: luth Ai> 
would be injurious to the /aid Boyd end his party j , .. ^ 

VoL# Jilt lygfit F f JixA 




' ' < 
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Petitis^^^rdenteijAgainft and 5 t. 01 avc’s.* 

...Qvirnm of Sufferance Alfb fri fhe.l^in 

from 


I V fl' 


Ar^ the prpvQous 9ueftloa.Jb4^ tiiat tbat ,<|ueftIoR be now put ‘ , 
It pixdhi in the negative. 

I hi 

A xnodon was madOf being p^poTed, that it appears to i2^ 

Houfe^.not only thatt^jb^ l^dhas not any where contended or 
^at the pr^ccdtiy coaditSoo»i«ipi^ ^er erprefied in fpeciiic tenns^ or reducojl to 
«pj ronn.i bvt^at^ecoRtr^lr iQ^^ed in the arguments made uieof^ him 


.r'l 


i^TupportsfbU^i^i rig./* right, which was founded tnjuftice 

* gnd..^iigtttm.of^i^.r^ by cmftant praAice imd public o^on;** 


- 


% ^Rjid preaipns queftlon bang pt^t, ^at that ^ucftlon he now put j 

* ^ * ' * 

» ltp4^ in the negative. 

,A motion made, and the t^ueftion being propofed, that If 4ocs not appear 

to this Houfri dsat the {Chancellor of the Exchequer has any where admitted the 
xpUity. pf fitch engagement or condition, haring been made by him with the fali 
Boyd Md his party, but, on the contrary, that he did Aace to theputies aflemblcd 
hU houfe on the ajth of November, ^tliat the clrcumAances had come but 

I •' • 

. recentiy to hit knowledge/* and that he did sot admit any oblbatlon to exiA, 
gUho|fgh Boyd contends that hia right was not only founded injuftlcc and 

^ nUUtfcJf^tl^gs, but recognized by conAant pradlicc and public opinion^ 

^^d thd,p|pv]OBs queAton beii^ put, that that qucAlon be now put} 
j^ai^ed In the negative. 

^ A motion was made, and the qocAlon being propofedi that it appears to this 
Houie, that no fuch condition is, in fafli eithci* exprciTcd or implied, In any of the 
papers laid,before this Houfc, in which the particulars of the contrafl for the. faid 
loan appear to have hetn fully ^djuAcd and fettled bctwfteo. the contra ding parties } 
And ikcd^reriour put, that that ^ucAIon be now put} 

Aimatlquwafcnvt^ and the que^on being proppfed, that it i^eats to thU 
Boufe, that fuch a reArkAipn Is introduced inco the mamorandum of thr con¬ 
tra^ for the loan for the fovlce of the prefent year} and that no precedent is any 
where aUedged for the Introdudion of a Aipidation fo new, and of i^ich the con* 
feq u e nc aaj tiy be ca^i^repetyli^rtanu 

that that qucAum benow put} 

^A waa maie, and' jqueilipn ^Ing propoAfd, that It appears to tUt 

tto hi.the month,of O^ber 1 ^ 95 , the faid Walter Bayd,~£fquitCt did 
of the Exchequer thought of the eontraflori'^ ohjeift w 

bstiemof a new loan} that the Chancellor of 
«^^*V ,%r 'thathe wojtild'fefsdfpr their petty 
harts^ m hear what they had to fay, before any 
bu^ ^^M^cuiqdi,pt4i|Elv^y dctersuoad^iH^ JO a^mlcof Jheir emm*.: c 
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from the Koyal Exchange company, Magdalen College, and 
Lees navigation. ^ 

Petition 


And the previous queftion being put» Chtt titat queftlon be now pot | 

Itpaflcd in the negative. 

A motion wis made, and the qneihon being ptopofed, that It appears to this 
itonfei that th** faid Bo>dy in hss oddrelTes to the Chincdiior of the Sxchequer^ 
on the fubjcift of hii ruppofed right to a preference over the Other tOmpetitors 
fupported that right by arguments drawn from hi^ tituatSon as an holder of ferip 
of the preceding ban, and from the injury wiuch heand the other contraftots hr 
that ban muft Inevitably fuffer, as 'K^ders of (hat ferip* by the introdufton of 
ei^ ht^cn millions more Into the market* wMb a large portion of the lafi ycar*a 
Icrip waj ftiU on hand; and that it does not appear that the fald Boyd did ever al* 
Jedge, or pretenil* to the Chancellor of the Exchequer* that he had an unalien* 
Me Inherent right to a preference A» the ban then depending* which belonged ro 
himexcUfivcly^ as a contrafkor for the preceding loan* though he (houlJ have 
d*rpofcd of the whole of his lharc therein* 

And the previous qoeilion being put* that the queftbn be now put; 

It pailed in the negative. • 

A motion was made, and the queflion being propofed, that {t appears to this 
Iloufc* that it is* general!)* to the negotiation of a new loanijieiote a certain 
period* to which the fiid Walter Boyd objf As In all his cnmmunicatdons with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer * and that the principle of his objeAion tt> fuch 
T rgoLiacIon applies equtll), whether the depoliton fuvh ban be appointed to take 
plate fiiortl) before or after the laft payment on the preceding loan. 

And the prcviou* quellion being put* that that queilion be now putj 

It p ilttd in the negvtive. 

A motion was made* and the queftfon being propofed* chat tc appears to this 
Houfe, that the value of the cxiiting funds is afteAed in a far gtattLr degree b) 
the negotiation for a new loan* and the fcttlemcnt of the tertts thereof* than by 
the making the depoUt on fuch ban afler it Is fettled. 

And the previous qucftlon being put* that that queftton be fiOW putj 

It pa^ed m the negative. 

A momm Was made* and the queftion being propofed* that % appmrttothb 
Houfe* that, betore all the payments were made oq thcloth Ibr the femet of the 
year 1794* the Chancellor of the Exchequer did negocUte a new loan with the 
fold hoyd and his party for the year I79Sf ^ although confideraUe fums 
cf the ban for 1794 were then outfeanding as floating fenp* though the fimdswese 
coiflkbraVy oiEiAtd by the tranfifelon, aftd though the depolit was^iepeAed to 
bed'p^kdUy^da&M^C^ yetneicher fames Morgan* Enquire* nor asif other of the 
edneribueort ^ohtghtfcHhtr baui diher o^eAed to the negouation* or made any 
on aebdttnbof lf« 

And the prevkiks qUeftkm being put* that thatqttuftionbe nowputj 
* ll palled in the nrgitivg. 

Ffa 


A snotior 
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Petition ^gainft Rofhkii^ itktiofiiye Irill im reftited to a 
committee, and to be heard hjr totitdel. 

' Petition 

^ A motwA >fm made^ mi brine }kh»poAd» tlurt It tfptm ta riiis 

HouiL, thaty waring all confidentioq of the intercd ol the conira^ng piini4g« 
magr wiifein which If Mlghtbe highly pwjvdklal to the public fervicf, i$ th« 
ChanceUorof the Exchequer Aoiiid be preckded ih>m cnftruig into a hegtUtHben 
lot a new hutt, or fip t n ftdbg the depolSt to be made oa inch loan oa kinb dteg 
pieriout to thdleftpeyinent oa ttwqlMceiiiig «Qe« 

It pelibi In thh alteei^. 

A taoCHMi was made, and the qoeAlon beiag proposed, that it appears to this 
llfluib» mXf of the a4>D76>^ocd of addidcmai ca|^taU created by the lobn for 
Ibvice of the year 1795* remained, on the s^th of Kovember only 
v*9^2i^3hhOf Eoatiag Arip; that k, adMi had aot beta conceited into dock 
hy^ tab payments having been made thereon. 

Aad 4 e prerious queftion bring put, that quelBoa be now potf 
Itpaflbd ikiiheaogatlte. 

A motiOB'Wib made, add the /{ueftion bring propoTed, that It appean to this 
HmII^ MWt of the loan raifed in the jeir i795» ^ ferrieewftdie Imperor, 
and giisrilfmnil by hU Majefly, there nmrined, js floating fbrip, oa the a4ich 
day of bkhkhAer laft, tbb Um of 1,393,7341*1 and that, cherefuit, even tf 
the criAenoe of'*!' e Uri Auftr an Anp be aUiwtd to create any impediment to the 
O^iotiadoii ofa It w loan, for the fervice of Gieat Britain (a» feems to be aflciicd 
by the faid W«.Ucr Bovd) yet the total amount of floating Icnp, oa the 14th 0/ 
November lail, did not exceed 3,356,296! 

And the previous qurMon bring put, that that quelUon be aow put j 
fepafied i» cht negacMi 

' AVaotiofi Wasmade, and the quofUoB being peofkoAd, Uiat it decs not appear 
to tbit Houle, that rise houfe of Meflrt Bc^d and 0 «> were pufibifei of mtMce 
than 500,0001 of the ftid float ng fmp. 

And the pm tout qoeftica being put, that that queflion be aow put; 

It paiKd in the negative. 

A motfoh 'wbs midc, and ikt queflion being propoftdi that it doc« imA appear 
to0tisRloolb| that Itih!AM WidtCet Boyd te^ ftAyflepstoafceitrinwho werethe 
holden of the fridfletdog Mf it the ume of the negotiation of the prefent loan, 
ortoproclue for them imy Indcmnfification lor the injury irii di they might fuffer 
from the intrododlon of <b large in addition^ quantity as aSr^5s4S^* ^ 
capital into'Qie mariedt, 

ly/And the previous queflion bring put, l!hst that qudHmHM 

"it iff the negative. * ' ♦ 

A Motion Wad made, and the queftion bring pidfMlId, flife It tppmn aathis 
fhntof Aeelgflceeh iidttions ftcAnt rabflribnd flsr ilm iunkceltbi ttb' 

»795» 
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Ptetitw»<«g)wft W«oai*Wiig«<»f refer;pcd to a 

committee, and to be bewd bjr akuiiiel. 

' PR. 

179 S> A9 more than 44 Sj7i 8L remahnod ttopw 4 [^ ^ ^ Ngrttiahet 

Wk. V 

t And the prcvioua f^acilioa put, that thnt ^ itf ftyn be 
^Xtlpailed in the iic^dvc* ^ , 

A motion wa» miUe, and the quaftion htin^ 

Rpuieta have been a matter of public nnioctft^, ibr (hnae wccju ftev^ont to 
the asth of Vovemhet that Meflxir McUUh and Mr. A4«r^aa 
molung preparations to be cooqiatijton fortheinoAtohe^e^iafiedArri^ Ara« 
of the year 1796. 

And the previous queftloo bdng pot, ^at that qucAiop be hoorput$ 

It pafled m thenrgativc^ 

A motion was made> sod the qujBftjon bein; propoied, that it lappoo:: to this 
Houfe, that, under the cheumibanoes of ihib notonc^, and <BOtitrithftan4b% 
osvn engagement to Mciln* Boyd, and Co. the Chancellor of the ^achoqner did 
even on the 73d of November, formally authorize the Covcmor^ivf ^ Bank to 
announce to all the paitic^ concerned, that the loan would certainly bn 4i6^d of 
by cptnpecition without having fent for the patty of Me0iH* (9 

djfcufa chdr claim. ,, ^ 

And the previous quellion being put, that tiiat quellion benow ^ 

U paOcd tn she negative. 

A motMn was made, and the queilion being propoful, that It appears to thl« 
Houle, that the Chancellor of the hathcquci did not, in f«£k, ever lend for the 
ia*d Bu)d and Co.; that the difcuiTion ot ttM.jr cUtin witli him did not Mka place 
at Mil, but oa their own n peated appheauon, and then not till tlic very day before 
the Competitors were to meet; and that till they qgsre a^^uftlly ipefy 
«i Murgaa and Nieililh were not appriled of any doubt exiting tp^t^mjiad At the 
Chancellor ol the Exchequer on the admiihbihty of (^otyi^petition. 

And the previous quettion being put, chat that quefUft|& hS now put; 

It paired In the negative. 

A motion was mad*^, and the queftfon being propofed, thpt ij: Appears to this 
Houfc, that hiclTiJi. Boyd and bis psrty wpx ygry willii^ tP )eave the terms of 
the loan to be fixed by the ChanceUor of the £xcbequ«r| wblP ■did fix them aicciMtd- 
*ng!y» 

And the pttvlous queft'on being put, that thatque^oc be Jiow pot; 

It pafied in the negative. 

A motion was made, and the ^efiion being propofed, that it qppeaxs to this 
Houfe, that the i|;0fipra6tars £6r the loan of 1793 could not fuffer any pepvunaiy 
iofs by the introdndBon of a new loan before all the payments flUO Che pracediog 
loan WBfo oempleM, ocheruile than as holders of ferip, or lharcs thernm 9 and 
that, on thac pewipisb ^ coattibutost to the ipan of ITflS h#d aiigQ<>d a 

dolm 
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1>R. JOHM HURTRR*8 MV9EVM. 

Sir George ShuctbUrgh Ei/ffyn faid, he had a petition to 
prcfent, of whtch^ previoua to his offering it, it would be 

be 


^ ^ COntradoTfi to a ftrfhnhcc fo* Hte faccec du^g ]oan» in ibO 

the amount of tlte dune iii dab loan of }79S thtm rerpe£H^el|| ^ ^ 

Aod the ^vioUf ^udbon hcingput» that ^at ^uefl'ion he now *** * 

|tpafleihitiMriiB)^th«. * 

A modonWiavitdei and the ijuolKoit being: fropofed, that it appears to tlii^ 
that Mr# |mnca Morgas^ nhhof the perfinu Intending to he entnprtitorc 
far dm tote liMI» has m evideoce to the Cosnimnitte, that he wduld have 
adNhodp-oat^ a 5 th November^ to have taken the faid loan on the following 
tem^v Xiol* 3 fn cent Coofolldated Annuities S5I* 3 rrnr. Reduced, and 
^ 6 d«^afmif«ffDf Long Annuity^ ftw c\er^ XCoL fubferiW, being a difihr- 
enceof 3a. fer annum hon^ Annuity, or 499 , 53 cU more ad\anUgernt$ to the 
fnUic, that the terms made by the ChanC^or of the ExtKr<)U^ to the party id 
end ^ 0 . 

Afkd the piie^loia ^ueftion being put, that that que^flon be now put; 

Itpaflfed intfaenogatne. « 

A motion wat made^ and the queftion piopofed, that it appears t(* this Heafe, 
the leen ih finally and tmexpefteJJv fettled, on the fiid agth ot Kovember, 

^**’^**^^^^^*> tliisHoule until the 7th ot December; 
4od t^at thjt dopoiit wa^ not rqt^iurcd trom the (oncributors untu the xo’^h ct 
l>u ember* 

And tlie previous qucAion being pot, tlut that quefiion be iiovi put j 

It palled in the negative. 


motion was made, an^td^ quriKon bdng proposed, that it appears to th*s 
Houfe, that this isterral of tw^ve days, between the Ucclementol the trims of 
d^loan and the fubmitting it to the tonfideration of this Houle, veiy gitatly ex- 
cod^any tba(ha> been known on fuih occalmn'*, and tjiat no advantage is likcJy 
to acenie to the public an mtcrv 4 ot (uch unpiecedenM length* 

And the previous quefiion being put, that that quclUoa be now putj 
J^pxfiedintht^ttcgaduei « 

waa mgii^ 4fti the quefiion b^g propofed, that it appears to this 
that his Mq^a^Hji^ciotts conUkiiHg a eoinmunkataon» that 

hiihll^edy would he ^ induMd co noeci any di(pofitien for a |iegnt^t(on» on the 
the enemy, with an earned defire tq give U the fullofi and l^eedisfi 
*< e^b^/* was deUitred to this Houfe on l^afilry the Sth ad IMambna'^ ani 
thy^ijyi e o iyftgu auc e of the In^ma^^accmUiAcd ia ,tlw mefibgl^ tko valun of the* 
lorn fiiddcnly rofe above 5 per cent, matiag, by {hat opanMln^ only, nn aAfiv 
gfloanl fHDofit whole fean of moie dua 

fielding* ^ T* i ■ * * ^ 

jftO d jg h e previotit queltion being putj tint that queftion be now put; 


ft 
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be necj^efury for him to jra7;gLjE^.<WQr4s.lj[i The 

late ^ 4 r. John l^unteffi by his will dire^ed the 

' truftees 
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it paCed 5 n the negative* 

A motion was ma 4 c» and the qaeftion hiSirtg that it iqppears to this 

^shA.% If the fettlement of the loan ^ defend (ts hid been 
od^ft^incr occafions) untUa.day or twobd^mirwijtjAihmitted'mthieaafide^^ 
el'^&'Houre, fomecommunkttiofl tothepertiM ptobabKty of n^eiflhge 
hxs Majcfty, timilar to that whS$ was dtfSvem;^ fu^ptecfldedi^ 

fe^tlenunt^ and that the pobTic might liktillMtt'hed the full benefit of-that adf 
vancein the pubitcfoiids^^hkh it wuImpoifllSfie forefse th«K fitch atnefiagi^ 
would produce* and wUdi» In the .prci^^/htfiance* a^thdly amouabd to aT 
fom exceeding nine hundiod thoufand pounds on the loan £b recently coatradtei' 
fer. , ' 

And the previotts queftion being put* tiiat that ^[uelllon be now put; 

It paffed in du; n^ativd* ^ , 

A motion was made, and the queftion bting propofed* that it appeare to 
Houfe, that the fatn of ^^*649,000 of the 4prr annuittesi created in - tile 
year 1795, was inpledge at the Rank, on tiw a4tii of KoTcmber Uft;- 
And the previous ^ufttibn being put that that quefiioo be nOw 
It palTed in the negative* ' ^ ^ 

A motion wasmade^ and the queftlon being propofed that (o' (hid' 

Hottfi:, that on the 3d day of November, Z795> the commi/noners'ap^jibihfbd^'fbr' 
the liquidating the national debt, did, fi>r the firft time, begin to puHhafe In' 
the 4 ftr cfnt, confoUdated annuities f 
And the previous queftlon being put, that that queftlon he now put. 

It paired in the negative* 

A motion ufas made, and tiw queftlon bang prop^d, that It appears t 6 tiiis 
Hoviie, that, immediately on the purchafes hy the laid combiifiionert bel^ oii^ 
In the 4 t^ tint* annultfCS| a very co^detahlt advance took plaoe^ln price 
of the faid annuities, at 3 ftr eent* annuities notrifiog In eq£ti pro]potiSoA j 
And the pxevlont queftlon being pOr, that chat quclHori hd n^w jput; 

It pafftd in tiic negative*' ■ ’ r. ^ 

1 

A motion was made and the queftlon being propofed, tiiat It'appears' to thU 
lioufe, that, on the application of fome of the parties cd^cetni^ In the n^otiatioia 
fbr the preftnt loan, dirou^ .the medium of the Gov^W tif the Banks '^tifi^' 
Chihceltor of the Exchequer m dgrec; that the whole oftiie new capital ihoiih^hl 
created Ih chey^rr rrnr, confoUdated and reduced annuities, with 
pn^rtien oflong annuities, to the^otol excluilon of the 4 fer edit* 

tfOry to the gtnetal pimftice oh former occafions, 'litiitn fums of coz^defahte diag« 

nicudohnve^bemtsiTOt''''' ^ \ . 

-Add tiieqirevidtts^ueftioa bdtng put that tiiat qUcftldn be' now piiit'i ‘ ^ 

It pafTed In the negative. 




>’ • 


*»* 4 
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trullees tl|er«n aMKiiinteiii to olEtr^tio cbr Brhifli Oa|ti»nfl!tent 
tb«t almoft inraliiable mofeom* tit coUe^oa in oa$uri4 Jiif. 

ttorf 


V AoiEKioa made, aad tkc qvdfioK beinc propoibd, diM it ^ Ctktft 

that,.tt tbe month of September, 1795, ^ Walter Boyd did, at «be 
te^neftof Che Chukcellor of the Exchequer, ndertaice to adrante menry fee 
«fe ofgdeemment to the amoont of one milhon, fer whieh he was to 
lumlUfhjrhdktoha draom npoa^UrteCommiiEoDersof theTreafuryitoU 
•caepicd by thiiB, and aegodated at hie own coneenience ( and that bHla to 4e 
nwwoQt wem drawn itt loode^ of theTrea* 

imgtp the nanae of Walter Boyd, Junior, bearing a BAidous date, AtHarntnirghA 
irarai weeks pRceding the time at uLch. with the pri^'ty of the ChanceH of the 
they were really drawn in London; and thit the faid WilterjMjd^ 
JnOSnV is* gmtlecnan pot engaged in any Hovfe of buSneU m Ilamhur^f^ 

As|d fto ptewous queffiorr being put, chat that qneAion be now piid^j 
ftyiafied in die negafve 4 

A mndoti was made, and Che qoeBion being propo&d, that it appear! to this 
^ chough draws m London, yet profeOing to be fo^igii, 

nadntitWritenOnfeamped paper, ^were of fuch n natum and defenpdon as the 
tankpf England would have refufed to diftount fer any commercial houfe whac« 
csc% ai^ fqdb^ai It would have been iiyurloes to the credit of any prhaSB houfeto 
haveoegoditie^ 

^ ^AMtjhepmviousqneftton being put, that that queftion be now puts 
It ]mcd in the negative* 

Amotion was made, and the qoeB on being propofed, that it apprars to this 
tlouiK, ^ the faid Walter Bo}d, Efq has declnmd that no part of his ci^t to a 
preferende, at a contnifior^ the new ban, was gnounded on the traDfaAion of 
tlk( biflit dated at tlainbttr|||^ and ctrceiaced by him for the iernce of government, 

he never bad any eapeAatba of that fort, and that he took so merit at all 
in having confented to that opcraU>m; 

* ^iuid the pcei^ioiis qprAba being put, that that quefeon be now put j 
' '^lliphAd id dm negatise* 

A modon Wit made, and fee queftion being put, that it appears to this Houic, 
BBpe BO fuck declacationa On fee part of a contraAor, paJpabably preferred, and 
I^Mttodemtdy b en e fed yty fee gift of a loan of eighteen imliiops fteriiDg, on fufe 
fertttt, ahd accompanied wife fuch arrimgementB, as to create a profit of 

urj^ tit^CfOOo, befere fee Brft pajment became dite| can acquit tbs Chan** 


ceflor of fee Eachequer of having departed from the pemcipte of free and open 
coo^^etii 4 oftlaf»'(«irofWAltK^|^oy 4 »Uq ^ aai»««r tseninp«btae the 
cT the publ c; 
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toryv wfaicb had coil him thetihours .ofa and a lar^e/um 
of.g»cmcyy >to coUe^i upon fudi-Krms as (hould appear to. he 
fairly its value. And in cafe of the Britiih. Government (le-j 
dining the purchafe,, the faid truftees were directed tq 
ofiei: it to any of the Govcrnnicnts of Europei Who ihould 
think proper to purchale It. To carry this trult into ^ecutipn 
in.sthe firit inftance. Sir George faid, the'petition in hishan^ 
y^f^^i.4ntended, which hg would propofe ihould be referred ep 
a committee; according to the orders of 0e Houie, hourq'vpr,' 
fuch a petition could not be regularly offered wrtthout per^f* 
fion previouily gyanted,. he had,, therefore, another petitior>|' 
praying for fuch permijiipn, which he moved for liberty jibp’ 
bring up. , , , . ‘ ' 

,^lr. Curwen objeilcd to the bringing in the petition at A 
time of calamity like the prefent, when the nation was overr 
burdened beyond its ftfength to bearj when the greater part 
•of the community, as 'well as many perfonsoffmall property, wcye 
fcarcely able to fupport tHemfelves and pay the.taxes j aod whea 
a ruinous and deftruSive war had impoveriihed the c<;matry»aiid. 
intheproportionitwasimpovefiihed, greater and greater ,ex^i- 
ohs were occafionedto be laid on it;Dut above all, whei^it .WA^ 
menaced with horrors of an approaching famine ; he Could not 
therefore confent to lay a fingle niillihgon his conffituents 'thajf 
was not unavoidably neceudry to its fafetv. There .w^re 
times when England could afford to be munificent: at prefe'n^fo 




A motion was made, and the quclHun being put, that it appears to tbit 
that, in every part of the ttanfaftion, of the late the pubOe intcrpft ^43 b^cn 
fncrlnced by the Chancellor of the Exchequer; ah^t^at the profits to th^ 
tributors, dt the cxpencce of the nation have beeh fo exorbitantly fw^cd 
as to have rifen, even before the depofit was made thereon, to an amount greatly 
cxrccuing the depofit itfeif, viz. on a loan of eighteen to the enorn^oua 

and incredible fum of two millions, one hundred and fist/ thousand, powda 
fieri ing; it pafTcd in the negative* , „ 


Rfohtfedf 


^ Vm*' 


^ r, 




'That it appears to this Roufe, that the terms 'of the lotm were 
^ue regard to the magnitude of the fums borrowed, * aw'd p;mlded for, d 

ttfehe market price of the funds, and the fituattoti *^ubik afiaTS, at thc^tiiae 
the^'bargaln was concluded; 

Rtfolvidt . . 5 . . 

That it ■appeaw^to’^is Ilonifc, that, io every part' of> ^6 tTah{aAlon 
loan, thecondudof the Chanoellor of the Exchequer was actuated hy a view 
the public tntereft j and chat there is no ^upd to ifuppoie' that' any ihfofftmice 
tii^^ace on the part of any perfons conneflsd with govemmlent in the dl^riou* 
tidn'^ any part of the faid loan. ' ' 

Votilll. 179^' 
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.far able to be glnepOi^ d|c was ’ fcatic^y c^ble 

of being jul(. Another reafon fornis obje^tioq was». thi|^ tbe 
fnufeum wu not open to public tn(pe£tion, and coii^ueiiiily 
plight not fo be made a general chargp, . 

* ' l,.Hwjhins Browne (aid, that as it was not intend^ 
jKo tttake the putchalb of the itiufeum a burden this lelp^t 
.Whatever the determination of the committee might bi? to 
jWhom the petition ihould be referred; and, as it was dpth>- 
iial in' the next^ he did nor perceive any clear ground for. 
ieflioo.. Tl« late Dr. JohnHunter, with great fcientific 
icriowledgtf^ unceafingpcrreverance, and an expeqee of twenty 
^Oiifand pounds, at leaft, had made « ufeful and curious .co)> 
Icoidhi which, by his will, he wiflied to.be preferved unim> 
raited and'undiftri'buted; and, accordingly, requeued that a 
(hould firft be made to the government of this country 
$d;purcbare jt at (uch a price as (hould appear reaiboabie to 
Pfif this propofal were refufed, an offer was 
tb^.tQ be made to any foreign government, and afterwards 
epany private individual. He had himfelf often ften the col* 
leSipn, .as he doubted not many other gentlemen in the Houle 
of,more iBe^ce than himfelf had done, and as hir as he was 
^iye ^ his opinion upon it, he did not hedtate to prpr 
notice It a national ornament, and of great national utility, 
W^herbe confldere'd it in a fyHematic, general, or particu> 
Uf^orntof view,The whole purport of the prefent petition 
was for.a cpmmittce to inquire whether this colleflion fbould 
b^fuf^ed tp go out of the kingdom or not? it did not at pre- 

the aflual purchafe. But the.honourable 
jfen^em^n pppnfitq Hated, that it was not open to public 

Gf this he was not able to fpeak at prefent^ but 
^■^cw tl) at in the.late X)r. Huntcr*is time it was always open 
^puDlic.,^)&edioni and he believed that, fiiice his death, it 

made ufe of for public leisures. He un> 
(fe^oo^jfhat mcirn had been pointed out for its- purchafe, 
whildlf be. extremely beneficial, and he therefore hoped 
.^ptrwd i wasi Jii^ -yet arrlyed^ when, becaufe we may 
bp’cqix^lfcd to cf^^^be generous” we mqft alfb ceale to 
juft.”,. TtW.f.tiVJ'fe-VOuld be able to judge better upont^ 
tne,repoi:t..of the committee, and .therefore wi(h«4 no furr. 
obje^on at prefent to be .qiafl^ -./r, ' 

W...wito, as,a ftiepd tp'jitwisiore 
.and fcience-, that the petition migbt^„bffauglw up<,r;,HiF.. 
Ight the. Houfa cwld not witli4n:i>RriW^y>tcj€6t:thei 
^ ^ le^execoj^rs ,aho jwlmini^ratort m .th? ja.« Surgeotfe Qhc» 
iiRra|^f,.th!B .^rmy* ,upon .aJul^R^gihiffe 

labfiMt experience of his proved to have tended 

, ■ fo 
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To beneficially to relieve the fubjefb of this realm in cafes of 
greht <liificuUy^ and conObquently calling for the moft eminent 
(kill. The <}ueA>on upon which the was then to de> 

cidd, was, whether this mufeum fhould be dirpofcd of to oiir 
own or to a foreign country f That in cafe the former alter* 
native was made, there might be Line grounds for the ex^cu- 
tdrs at a future date to lay in a claim. 'I'his decifion muft' de¬ 
pend upon the examination of evidence front the firft medical 
add chirurgical characters) and that fome progrefs might be 
made towards that examination) which would fully afcertainthp 
utility of refervingthis collection; he therefore hoped the|)^ 
tition would be permitted to be bi ought up. 

Mr. Francis wifhed to know if any price was fixed, and if 
jiot,'' how it wou^d be eftimatcd? 

Mr. Hujfcy faid, he did not mean to controvert the utility 
of ih’S collodion ; but objtded upon the fame principles wUh 
thofe ftated by his honourable friend (Mr. Curwen). He 
undei flood from the gentleman that fpokc laft but one, thattl^ 
objedof the petition was not to puichafc the mufeum in the 
prefent fcfiion) but merely to lay the ground for a future clalml 
Thit was, as he underftood it, that the Houfe would tfierelw 
pledge itfelf to purchafe; but as nothing further was intehdea 
to be done this fedion, he faw no reafon why the whole ihould 
not be putofFto the next. 

Mr. CoutUnay faii, that if the prefent application had twett 
a job, or intended fora jobbing purpofe, he certainly would 
not give his vote, as he meant to do, for receiving tne peti¬ 
tion: it wa< a requeft to which the Houfe ought not, be con¬ 
ceived, to hefitate one moment to aflent, as a tribute pnl^ 
to jujtice but to policy. Mr. John Hunter, was not over^' 
rated when called the nrft furgeon in the world ! All Europe 
regarded him as fuch, but, fortunately for this country the* 
benefit and the credit of his labours had been our own. * He" 
had devoted his life and his labours to the improvement of his 
proteflion and to the enlargement of (cience: and, long be¬ 
fore he had reached the higheft round of hiS fame, Dr. John 
Hunter was confidered at home and abroad as an honour tb 
his ebuntry. In thc'courfe of his refearches, he not ontyja^* 
boured indefategably, but expended futb imi^nfo lumb 
as would have amauM for him, if throwft into mO(e ' 
ufes, a large fortune: by enriching Tcience; and 
cbuntry and mankind, be had impovenihed himftrll*,'*dhd * 
bis Family far from affluent. '' * 

The treafure he had been A> long, laboriously, andsi^itH 
futh expence colleCling, he, in his Taft*-fi6t, ofterdd *‘to'me' 
fihVke of his ooumry on fhir terms; iud xio eland'cuuid btf 

GgR * i* - 
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more unexceptionable, or more hiodcftly preferred than that of 
h,^S rqsrdentative's. The Houfe of Cotnnions >yere not only 
the guardians of the public purfe, but the reWarders of public 
‘ merit, it would therefore be inconfiftent with a legiflative af- 
• fcmbly gifted with fuch funftions, and charged with- fuch 
duties to refufe to liften to fo reafonable an application. Ira 
condtlering the fubjeiEl the Houfe fhould take along ^Ifith 
them, that the mufeum was not fo much an.objc£l' ofciiri- 
ofitv as of ufc in the ftudy of anatomy. 

The petition was brought up and read.—It flawed, that- as 
the executors were not 'apprifed of the notice which the Houfe 
,had given, not toreceivc private petitions after a certain day, 
•in time to prepare the petition for a committee, to examine 
.the utility of the late 
'iiojned the Houfe to 
petition now to be hr 

Leave was given, and the other petition was brought in and 
;read, when upon the queftion being put for referring it to a 
demmittee. 

Mr.begged to be informed, why they wifhed to re¬ 
fer, the petition to a committee immediately, when the mufe¬ 
um, fuppojing it to be thought a valuable objciSl to the public, 
could not be purchafedtill next feflion of p.vliamcnt. 

' WUliam Young faid, the nature of the petition differed 
•froth.a petition for an inclofure Bill, inafmuch as it required 
, the flow and deliberate examination of profcffional individuals 
to decide upon_ particular parts of the mufeum, while it re- 
. iquircd.the opinion of feientifle men in gcneriil to decide upon 
“'the national utility of the whole. He therefore hoped that the 
preliminary, qr ground-work of the proceedings, which was 
■^fhe formation of a committee, upon whofe report the Houfe 
J would afterwards be left at liberty to purchafeit or not, would 
‘ Ihof be prevelited. 


Dr. John Hunjer’s mufeum, they peti- 
thdulge them, by giving le<tve for that 
lucht in. 


Mr. Cuiyjfn (a.\ 6 , that nothing which he had heard could 
conyince him of the neceflity of urging the meafure at this pe¬ 
riod.' If it was to be purchafed however, he wifticd it to be 
open,to the infpedJion of all perfons, and at all times; and he 
alfo wiffied to nave the whole amount of the purchafe immedi¬ 
ately brought forward, with the other public accounts,. that 
they might be provided for at once, and that the people might 
have fome general idea of their condition before we proceeded 
'further in the calamitous w»: in which we have been fo long 
■ anti unfortunately engaged. ” 

. The petition was referred to a fcIeS ccanmittee. ■ 


' ' POTATOES.' ■ • 

. , '.Sir John Sinclair moved fqr .jdic order of the day for going 

into 
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into a cornmittee on the reading of the Bill for granting a 
b9iin^ on the planting of potatoes. ' . ^ 

-IV'S, ohje<^ed to it* bccaufe he thought ,na*pofl5J>le 

good,could arlfe from it* and becaufc no well, bounded proof 
of Its utility had been offered to the Houfe.' ^ ^ 

Sir yohn Smdair Informed the honourable gentleman that 
Jbe reafons for this Bill had been ftateJ in the report of the 
Board of Agriculturc- 

Mr. HuJJi^y faid* he did not feel himfrlf juftified to give JIs 
confent to the commitment of the Bill, becaufe the price of 
YorkOiire wheat laft Friday On the Corn Exchange was io8, 
and therefore it appeared to him that while the prxiJuceof the 
land yielded fuch a lum, there was no reafon to give a pre¬ 
mium for the produce of land. 

Mr. Duncomhc complimented Sir J. Sinclair on the impor¬ 
tant fcrvicc^ the Board of Agriculture had rendered the coun¬ 
try. I'o the honourable baronet’s rneafurcs the country wa he 
fiid, indebted in this time offcarcity, ihat-there weie in Eng¬ 
land fifty thoufand acres of potatoes laft year, which,* but (or 
his truly patriotic exertions, would not have been pfanicd.-— 
In tlie prefent cafe, however, ^he differed from him, and 
thought that the high price provifions bore, was of itfelf 
a furlicienl bounty to encourage the planting of potatoes. 

Mr. Sim7U*r was for aoinirinto tile committee. Potat-^cis 
were, he (aid, very plenty, but not fo plenty as they mj:^ht 
be rendered. The Knalilh h.id not been much in t!ie ufe of 
potatoes, and their habas and picjudices w'ere feaicely to be 
overcome, even by ncccility; it therefore requited fome 
flrong motive, fuch as a bounty, topufhthe ufe of thijt valua¬ 
ble plant to the full extent. ] 

, Mr. Buxton faid. it had been afeertained, that an acre of 
' potatoes produced more food than an acre and an half of 
wheat; it theiefoie could not be a proper ohj^^ct of bounty. 
The more it was left to itfclf the better. 

Sir ydin Sinclair faid, be had no particular objetH in bring¬ 
ing forward themeafure, that every member in the lloufehad 
not as near at heart as himfelf—Public benefit alone, bccing 
however, that many gentlemen differed fioni hmr, he would 
jiotprcfs it further at prefent; but hoped the fteps taken would 
ptocuce the effect itUended. 

HAl^nURGH BILLS. 

Mr. rofe in conformity*to the notice he had niven^ 

and faid, if ever there was a pieriod which, in a particu¬ 
lar manner, demanded the cdilftitucional jealoufy, and watch- 
fulnefs over the meafures of government, more than aiH'ChtT, 
it was the period at which he had'mow the honour to lu^diefs 
Ihe* Houfe.' It was a period big wuh calamity and diifrefs; 

a period 
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» period when their conOituents, oppre^d by every fpecirt 
of extravagance) were groaning under a load of uh'Atpportable 
burd^Mf, the preffure of whictii was aggravated by the hoTTox 
of an iitipending famine. The enormous and exam)}]ed j^o* 
^ton which had been manifcfted in the conduit of the war, 
he v^as happy to hear, was about to be fubmitted to the HOtife 
bn a future day. It was neverthelefs their duty to enquire, 
ntrt only into the extent, but the mode of the expenditure; to 
the manner in which the money was raifed, as well as to the 
ufes to which the turns were applied. With this view Be 
begged to fubmit the motion, which he Ihould' have the ho¬ 
nour to make, to the impartial .conftderation of the Hotife. 
It was founded upon part of the report of the committee upon 
fubjedt of the negotiation of the loan, and it implied a 
c^rge againft the Chancellor of the Exchequer, no l^s than 
that of having adted in a ftaudulent and difhonourable manner 
in his public capacity; or of having brought the accepraiice 
of his Majefly’s Treafury into difgrace, and of having laid 
the foundation for future frauds and collufion in the public' 
money tranfa^ons of government. 

Had any particu^r incitement to the foundation of this 
. charge been wanting, the principles and manner of the fwind- 
ling negotiation 1^ was about to difeufs, down to the degree 
ofsafperity and warmth with which the right honourable gen- 
tlttnan oppofite had always argued upon it, had fumifhed it, 
it4>eing a- kind of axiom generally admitted in that Houfe,' 
that, in prt^rtion to the right honourable gentleman’s con- 
feioufnefs of his own ' malverfation;' he commonly evinced a ■ 
]o£t:of temper. - It.Was not at that time a matter of enquiry 
how ic'bappened, ibat, after the enormous loan which had 
been previouily granted, the right honourable gentleman, fo 
early as the month of September, came to be in want of ib 
much money} neither was it a' matter of that day’s inquiry 
how-it came to pa(s that the right hon. gentleman was not' 
uptm fuch terms with the Directors, of the Bank, as to ob¬ 
tain.' the fupply be wanted, by way of anticipation from 
them. That it. was. net the diipofttion of the Bank to ac¬ 
commodate the right honourable gentleman appeared from ' 
Mr. Boyd’s evidence, who fuggeiled the mode by which 
government could be provided with the money wanted,, 
and Utongly recommended-the p.fopfiety of'fecrccy with-'- 
regard . to the tran&£iioi]. It was to be obferved, that- 
^ecetaty was - the concomitant mark'-^and -badge of- fraUfl; 
and it was furthermore to be obferved, that the manner in^ 
which this bufinrfs wais arranged, was, according to Mf* 
Boyd’S'-owR' dedatarion^.* not' the meft ufua), 
another time, he urged it as * the lead uncommon.’ How he 

could 
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coul^ fMoncite tbofe terms he vns at a lofs to determine.: He 
afterward ftatcs, that * it was as regular as the circanoftances 

* of the caift with all the views which it neceflary to con- 
‘ .,^der at the time, could admit of/ This ftatomcnt, to be fure, 
was a little uiexplicable, and fomething like the )phr^ of * ex<> 
ifting circuml^ancesa phrafe ambiguoufly formitd, andofed 
to fuit every occafion where ambiguity and delufton are expe* 
diene. The Houfe would alfo c^Ie6t from Mr. Boyd’s evi¬ 
dence, chat he d^lared, he expe<3ed no remuneration what¬ 
ever; and that *.hc, was exteremely flattered with the idea of ■ 
having thus had an opportunity of rendering a fcrvice to th» 
public. without any hope of reward.’ The Houfe would 
member, likewife that he alltfled government at a time when 
the bank was not inclined to do it; and yet he expeded no 
confideration for his affiftance. This, however, was not the 
opinion of others: it was not'the opinion of Meflrs. Giles, 
Mellifh, and Morgan, fmee it . appeared, particularly by the 
evidence,of Mr. Giles, that he virtually, though not fpefi- 
rally, underftood that a preference would be given to Mr*. 
Boyd in chc negotiation of the late ^oan, fo far even as to ex> 
dude any hope of fucceis, on fair and reafonable^ terms, from 
the other competitors i and that in confideration of. this tranf- 
a£hon; or, to u(e his own words, at lead that ^ had there 
been no other reafons in his mind, he ihould certainly have > 
not fufpefted that any preference would bt^given to Mr. Boyd . 
on that account; but it was natural for him to think thatiC:^' 
could not impede that preference; he meant limply that it 
could not put him in a worfe ficuation/ Andwhenhe wasalked^r 

* whether he did not think it put- hini into a -better‘fituatUin?' ' 

he replied, that * he really did not turn this in his mind, fo as .' 
to have thofe diftincl ideas alwutit; be never went further in- 
converfation than to fay, in efled, that he had hjs.rufpicions, 
which he did repeatedly.’ what he would alk,could thole fiif- 
picions be which he communicated tb Mr..Morgan, but that,. 
Adr. Boyd had accommodated the Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer at a moment when he was in w^nt of money, and was 
embarralTed to obtain it, and that the Chancellor of the £xn 
chequer confidering himfelf under an obligation to Mr. Boj'd, 
was likely to render him . Ibme iervice. fn the opinion, of- 
Meflrs. Giles, Mellifh, and Morgait, therefere, thejre wan an ; 
idea of gratitude,, a breach ^<which fubfequent circumftanccs. • 
had made the right honaorable gcmleman himfelf iinceconllder 
as a crime.,,,, . ) i 

It appparetl alfp, from-thc evidcncp*of tb*fe ^redgentlemen, 
thaf^they, were oii^tnunous in,their opinion, .that the manner 
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in wWch, Mr. B«nJ accomnnodAted government -with tfiefe 
JiUIs would have diTcredited' aiiy private mercantile boufe 
whatever, and that they would have iliaken the credit of any 
privatetnclividual. A differerite, however, was endeavour.d 
to l*e drawn between a public adrainiftfatof, and a private 
merchant, and while a mercantile houfe required neatncls, 
precilibn, fidelity, and integrity in its tranfaijtions, it appeared 
that the right honourable gentleman oppolite, in his public 
capacity, could difpenfe with ail thofe qualifications, and was 
enabled ^ . 

*^'To£hatch agracc bevoad the Teach of'art** 

whenever the exigency of his affmrs required it j and provided 
it was done with a proportionate degree of fecrecy and cohtri* 
■Vance, he-felt himfdf indemnified. , 

Another feature of fraud and Collofion in the tranfaflion of 


thefe billswa ,thatihc Bills wcrewithoutftamp.s, thoughinJand 
bills of exchange. It was an axiom legally admitted, tlvat an 
appearance of fraud like this, will vitiate any tranfadlionr/^/w/Via, 
and the moment that a caufe had come into court refpeHting 
any of tbefe Bills, when h was found that they were inland 
JBills of Exchange, drawn upon unftamped paper, the whole 
-would have been completely annihilated, the parties would 
havq been nonfuited, and the Bills, together with ,the right 
jof atiion, have fallen to the ground. Here were three fpe- 
jciesof preiumptive fraud : ftrlt.the fecrecy of the traivfa»Slion3 
. .Secondly,.the antedating ofthe Bills} and thirdly, the drawing 
of tl’crn in this country upon unftamped paper. 

■The Bills were pretertded to have been drawn by Mr. Wal¬ 
ter Boyd at. ^inburgh, and therefore the better to make them 
pafs as foreigp Bills, they vyere not ftamped ^ fince, if they 
Jiad.really been 'df?iwn at Hamburgh,’ no ftamjp vyas.ncccflary. 
vjS.urely that was atnoft gbirirjg'fpccies of fraud; bccaufc when 
■l^ey were negotiated and brought to the ::ank for difeount, if 
,3^e holder of the BUI .had been afkcd where was the.drawer? 
was iiot in Euglgnd ? What anfwcr oould be given ? The 
.iboildcr muft either difgracethe paper and diferedit himfelf, ojr 
iie muft aUeit a fraudulent fellelwod., And the fame pt-rfeve- 


/ance in fraud would be fourkl, when it was afked how thp 
fruits ol, thcleBills wer? paid in? as they were paid to the 
jPaymafter General of his> Majefty’s Forces to the amount of 
^oo*oco'v'by order of the Loids'IJommilEoners ofthe 'iVea- 
lury, in direj£l. v iolatibij of an act pafted,!^ the 23d of George 
iil. for regulating the^ffice of the Faymafter of pis Majefty’s 
Forces, wluch Mr. jcfidl defined nright be read. 

• ■ . The 
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Tjw, Jiavi^gieipn read as to the claufe in^queiilllony Mr* 
Jekyil that the,Itatiitejaft rea^ ,w 4 ^ jpairgd at a late 

periotl 'tM preventing emhezzleitnerriv an 4 -interppfin^ the" 
Bai^ as a ^utary check upon thejrayaiaiflet‘>t 7 eneral. It 
wais evident therefore that the mo^ey for thefe bijlii Jiad 
beep.pjud by ordqr, of the Lords Cotnraiffioners of fiis'.Mar,. 
jcfty's .Treafury, to the Paymaftcr-Gerieral of his Majci^^^s 
forces withwt the regular intennediation rrf* the Bank, apd 
thai’by a mode too a little circuitous, in order to give'the G<>> ' 
vernors of theB^h^ ^^ 9 ~by. They had never yet heard'/ 
tnoney vvias applied, though he hoped and trufted'^^ 
they fhhutd bear,pf it hereafter. Perhaps a part of it 
be expended at lile Dieu, a part m the unfortunate expedition' 
to Qyiberon, and a part for the embellifhment of Holyrood- 
houle. , He did not care for the right honourable gentleman’s 
grimace, nor foould he fufier any interruption from it; he 
had beep tong enough in the habit of fitting pppofite to the 
right honourable gentleman, to grovr careleB of pantomime. 
\Yhcn tl^ right honourable gentleman had jgot rid of the 
cl^g^ he tpight indulge ,in plppfamr^,, till then he ought to; 
ady^rt a little more feriouliy to foe fubjc^ Hfp was chared' 
with.having, in connivance with Mr. Boyd,'impdfed upon’, 
tlic Bank by h^itious bills, and he reminded fo,e right.ho->', 
nourable gentleman, that in ^e Cafe where foe negotiation or 
Liverpool and Manchefter pills, with ficBtlpus' ipdoffemcht^ 
came before the lords,. a very fermus doubt pras ,ejntoita.ine 4 »; 
whether fuch bills did not amount to a forg^^,.^pod vriji^hef 
the parties concerned in ^foat indorremen;t!oi 4 )M 


hanged for it, though; tpeir lordftpps cRd^^^j^nie 
decifiop upon it.. If that were foe doubt ^’p^yfcn-^jjvhen fo# 
indorfement only was fidlitioiw, whatwas tpl^ it^d, whcp the^ 
drawer and the place we^e both fidlitious, .apd..^ bills drawp^ 
on unftamped paper, antedated? How ruinous.jsnuA fiich .s^ 
proceeding be upon the : ip^kec itlelf! Aid whari would fop 
right honourable gendepiap. lay to the iitua^on of the billW 
holdiir, in.cafc the ^nk h^fd.confidered them as illegal anq 
ipeotoplete, ard difeouht h^ been refufed^ It'feems^foat ip 
futufp.foe h^lrbpldcrs will Have a degree of'fulpiddh and 'mijlv 
truftinfui^ |Ptq.,|tfiieir,.mInd^ and.what fecurity’hd fos^.^i»| 

^ oi tlh? Exchequer was ^e^d 

mpo^. Id < 1 ^: foat fo i, 7 s 6 .*'ifoich be h« 

JWMWl 3 »- 4 M-tea.%k:ih .foPgMiribn of this'ble^ 
wafteful,. driven again to^.foe 

14^, fyfteip ofci^hon ^''^^tcKery f B^dis,' how 

^ in lutirie Whether a bill chat inay be ofiered 

‘Vbt.TlI. ' ‘ Hh . them 
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them is- a lair bill from the Trftafury, ora fiaitiowone from 
l 5 ..yd ? and then what the confetjoence but the lofs of 

pubhc ^edit, the ftagnatjoi'^ .p»}% bufiriefs, and univcrfel 
niiaroft and nijsforcune?,*V 

Fhe I ight honourable gen^maii ^on a former evening had 
maintained that there was ho fraud in this iraufaaion. The 
right honourable gentleman’s definition of fraud muft fuf% 
, be an extraordinary definition ! 'The right'honourable geh- 
tletnan had grounded his aflertion that there could be no feud 
It there was no deficiency of alFets. Had;^ere not, he dc- 
fired to know, a whole month elapfed ,’lhe lift, payment 
\ of the loan of i795, and before the time thefc ^ilJs Came due ? 

■ 1 he bills were drawn on the ioth of Septeinbcr, and for- 

■ futtoufly fome of them ran to the 3d of February before they 
- came due. What was the aaual Itate of afi^airs i If no new 

loan had been bargained for in, the interim before the 10th of 
December, the time that the firft clafs of thefe bills became 
payable, an action might have lain againf); the accepter, the 
drawer, and the indorfer of the bills, but it fortuitoufly falls 
out again, that on the very day on which the firft clafs of thefe 
bills became due, videlicit^ the lOth of December, that the 
' depofit of 10 pit «»i. of the new loan is made on the fame 
,.jday, and thus Boyd pays himfelf out of his own fund. The 
fund was then leftencd by the prompt payments, and towards 
' the latter epd of the year the payments came in raft, or the 
,.^^imds at that period would not have been bv one-half of the 
, .;^lue of the bills. The right honourable gentleman bad faid, 
if ,0e notcs,^ere ^ot regular, they were an evidence of the 
|;i^n bke or 'rreafury warrants,” but he feeraed 

forget that^y, wanted the fimilitude. This, after all, is 
vCalkd a. j>rfrtf///^ ;Which in the hurry of bufincfs might be 
fcdyerlooked ; be would' however alk the right honourable geb- 
,^man, whether he had not a kind of forelight that this exi- 

happen, and whether it was not the bufinefs of a 
"A^ai^enor of the Exchequer to lock for and provide for fuch 

whenever they do happen; It had formeily been 
^ a,,queftio^,wUh him, and he had hefitated, whether the loan of 
i 1^95 ftfejuld bc for r 8 or 19 millions. If the right honourable 

^^d been aware of the ncceffity cf this refource, 
'^v^hy dtd he nos apply for a loan of 19 miftiom )«,'firft, ioftead 
'^Mlcing the public credit as lie hJad done, hy cOmIng in the 

fummer for as^erfmiHioq/ , It was thten faid, that 
unforefeen dbiniit^,''he wal. c^li^ed?tp Spply tot it 
and as Pai^|^hto,Wft?''''i^j'fittifl^'ibt''Chat titite,' 

and a$.u %yas necellary left^^^^eisfit^y ftiould be 


y** 

Jl.' 
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atjpfired of the prcffure of our Oircumfl'ances, he was com¬ 
pelled to have re^Ourfe to, this ^iepedient. He wifeal ger.rle- 
men would'pay a litci^ ,attention to fiibjcdts whcir me 
public money was at flkW, and re!gi‘etted tbatthvre w.is (o ^hiu 
a houfe upon fucH an important occafion. What would t!)c 
' eniemy fay now, he defired to know ? Such a mode, of ,'»fgu- 
'ment could pot .but have an odd efFe£l. Would this tranfai^inn 
■remain a fecret? . What would the enemy fay, but that ihc 
Chancellor of the Exchequer of Great Britain has be«;n fo 
diftrefled for moiiey, that he has condefeended to concert a 
plan vpith pe^p named Boyd, for raifmg iv by forging bilis 
which wiere antedated atHamDurgh, though drawn rn Lonrfr.ri, ■ 
and that he had not only been guilty of a dehaisd, but a d.redt 
violation of an AS of Parliament. How would a nohlt lord 
oppofife (Lord Mornington^^ have leaned upon ih-? table, and 
dwelt with peculiar energy and delight on fuch ?, tra .iddlh-.n, 
if it had happened in France ? How would he ba/e f. ken 
pains diftindlly to inform the Houfe, that in order to t vade a» 
foolifti committee of control, fomething hke our B;':ik of 
England, and give them the fff-iji, the Minifter of FinariCe 
had, in conjunclion with another perfon, negoctiited fi<^i(tious 
bills, pretended to have been drawn at Bourdeauxj and how 
would he have expatiated on fuch a ruinous mode of proceed¬ 
ing, which had not only hurried them to the precipice, but 
plunged them into the gulph of bankruptcy ? 

Mr. Jekyll declined taking up the attention of the Houfe 
any longer, as he was not aware that he had any^ thing very 
urgent more to prefs on its confideratioOi tbei^fofe, after apo¬ 
logizing for the drynefs of the fubjed^ w^it^ neverth^el^'h*'' 
faid could not be uninterefting, he coi^u^d by movingthe 
following Refolutions:— ’ 

1. << It appears to thk Houfe, that Bills to the ^tntount of 7po,ot>oU vvk 
drawn in London iu the tnonth of September, oA,the Comm’nioners of 
the Treafury, in the name of Walter B<^d, jun* a £d.itiou3 date, at ' 

Hamburgh, feveral weeks preceding the time, at which, with the privity o' the 
Chancellor of the E^ichequor, the)' were really drawn in London, and th«t the - 
/aid WaltLf Bojd, jun* i« a gentlcmun not engaged ic any houte of buiilMfft hi ' 

Hamburgh-'^ ^ 

1 I« *‘'lt to this Houfe, that the faid fum of 700,000!. was 

PaymaAeri^i 6 !^^. 0 f,h 1 s Xvfajeflj^'s Forces, by order of the Lords Com^it^oners , 
of hiS Maje^V's in dircfl breach of ap Aci of Parliament ,pi)^bcl; in the 

, twenty*tiM yjcar of his preftnt AdajClly \ the Governors of 

die Bank Of conli have tcfafe 4 .^f 4 ilih»uct the notes negodated for this 

money, bccarti^\^y Were lilfgaJ, intwd Bills of Exchange,, ar.d drawa j. 
, .»po^_unliampc4-i'p*iper#_^ 

H h 2 IIL “ It 
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1 II< 'tppean to this Houfe» that th# (aid tranCidjon Is illegal and uncgn- 
ftiCutlooai} and th-it k haui brought the public credit lato difrepute and ruriddoa.** 

Mr. Charles teng rofe tp obie& to the ReTolutiom, and to 
Aifif, He faid be would give the Houfe a fair and exaft ftate- 
metit of the whole of this tranfadUon. Early in the month of 
iluguft, 1^95, It was found nece^y to ratfe money for the 
public fetvice, in anticipation of certain portions of the pay¬ 
ments on the Loan and I^ottery^ wbiich remained unpaid up 
and became due in, the months of November, December, and 
January. Mr. Boyd was in confequence t^plied to, who, 
through the means of a relation at Hamburgh^ his agent (here, 
and with whom he had a variety of money tranfa£lions, agreed 
. to accommodate Government. He recommended fecrecy for 
the &ke of the fuccefs of the meafure, left die knowledge of 
fuefa a circgmftance fliould produce a (carcity of money. It 
happened, that before this bufinefs affually took place, Mr. 
Walter Boyd arrived in London, and the exigency of public 
afFairs would not permit them to fend to Hamburgh in any 
convenient time for^a remittance of fuch bills as they wanted. 
The only irregularity therefore, that he difeovered, was m the 
antedating of the bills, and dating them from Hambuigh, tor 
if they h..d been drawn In Hamburgh and tranfmitted to Lon¬ 
don, he conceived they would have been perfectly regular. 
This u.<s the truth of me tranfadiop, and he did not mean to 
difguilc any part of it. The honourable and learned gentleman 
had called the bills fictitious, and the whole tranfaclion a 
fwindling negoriation. Whae there were no funds to pay the 
bills when due, he admitted fuch a tranfa^ion would amount 
to fwindling, hut he objedted to fuch an application of the term, 
where there was a fuiSiciency of money or merchandize to 
anfwer them. The honourable and learned gentleman was 
obliged to have recourfe to a common expedient, and fuppl} a 
weak vgument by a ftrong exprefUon. He had defined iwmd- 
Kflg to he a mode of obtaining money under falfe pretences ; 
this was partly true, hut he had left out the material pai t of 
the context, viz. with a view to defraud. There was no fraud 
whatever intended or prafUfed in any^part of this tranfadioii} 
and ib ftir he was at iftue with the honourable gentleman. 

Bis next intention, Mr. Long faid, was to ftate what was 
(be amount of the money in die Jbxch^uer on the loth of De- 
jj^cember, 1 and what was the amount afterwards paid in 
fupoA the iu^n and the lottef’y > tmd he fliould then be able to 
pr^e, as he trufted, clearw jjlpd £itis£a^h>riiy to the Houfe^ 
.Ihdt dtere ittM niore than Atmptent to difeharge the 70 Q,oqp1. 

raded 

i » 
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ralfed by the lie^biation of bilisy without any anfticiiia- 
tion of the now joaii. 3iQ,0£!Krf. w the Exche¬ 
quer at that time paid iit^ori loan' and lottery, and 

145,000!. was"afterwards,paid-id'onfame accounts before 
the clofe of 1795} and q^y in *7^6, and before the. tmM! aj- 
Jotted for the,payment of thele bills, 135,000]. more had bemi 

f id in as thi^lw .payment upon the old loan, and i6q^oooL. 

r the lotttfy, ipAking in all 750,000!. and joo,oooL more 
Vas paid in^Jii^fwry:upon.the loan for 1796, .which, if pe,- 

't'&^next ,pf^ honourable gentleman was tl^ 

payihmt o^l^e 700,000!. to the Paymafter-General of 
Majefty^ Fotces. This, Mr. Long faid, he had been defired 
to do by order of the Lords Commiffioners of the Treafury, 
and if he had otferided agaioft the letter of the Act of Par¬ 
liament, he hoped he-had not offended agaiqft the fpirit of it. 
He underftood that balances were not left in the hands of the 


Paymafter.'General, but he did not underftand that money 
was hot to be paid in his name, fos that bad .alwa}i% been the 
regular mode, though the mqnev did not ren^in there, but 
was carried immediately to the Barfk, and tht^ placed in fus 
name. Only by carrying it to the Aqcomptant to the Pay- 
OfHce, notice, was thereby given to him of fuch payment, and 
in the end it amounted to ptecifely the fame thing. 

He would not, he faid^ have troubled the Houfe. further,, if 
the honouralde and learned gentleman had.nlttt'..conae£led thb ; 
iranfaclion with the negociation of thy'loaiju, prove 1^- 

Govenior of the Bank entertained fortie that 

Boyd would have the preference of the Idhh^iihef^nourat^ 
gentleman had ftaied the Governor’s dedaf itidn, - that it was 
natural for him to think that this tranfadlidh could not kn- 


i 


pede the preference to Mr. Boyd j but he" did, pot ftate upoa, 
what grounds the Governor aifually did form his fufpjcions, 
who, being afked that queftion, teplied, * his reafons were, 

* that he Conceived Mr,, Boyd’s pan^, in point of good 

* had a claim to fome preference, from the conditions .! 
•"lated at the making ^ the preceding loan hairing been de- r 

* viaped from i i^d he thought them too fagacious to omit 
‘.availing th(s^Jhres,qf that drcumftancc.’—Upon what pvl-. 
dence, adoiiiim^, alljits;forc\, did Idiis, fufpicion reft? 

that of Mr. MoigMi and he meapt no pierfonal offence, when 
he iaid'he cmiltl ttot give credit to th^.Gentleman’s'aflertioOi 
bU m^fon Was, becaule the evidence'w Mr. Mor^n W'as re- 
pbete with incdt^ll;'ency: and contradidlion. Having pointed 
Ottt,fwne differed in this evidence as a proof of Its iiicon- 

' fiftfliicy, 
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fiftency, Mr. Long faid, he ^fe^ly tecoHiaed the cngage- 
nwiijt l^ween the . Chanceljior’Kxehe<juer and Mr. 

upon the that if another loan 

WM bargained for before pajnwiit of fhe old one, he 

f^Ube entitled to the ptefiarieoee. He edriduded by moving 
ihic previous queftion. 1 

Mr, Fox rofe merely to explain what he bad jfadd on a for-, 
mer night on the fubjetSl of thefe bills. He Jia4iaid, * it waft 
* raiftng money under falfe t>rctcntes.' He would fay again, 
that if a bill be drawn, purporting to be'4raw« at Hamburgh, 
but a^ually drawn in London, y^ do, wrth rel{^58 to lhofe 
'ei^b difeount fuch a bill, raife mOncy on fdfc pr|^ebee$» for 
ybil have no right to raife money from another upon a bill 
without telling the whole truth about that bill. It is no ex- 
cufe for you to fay, ‘ that the fecurity is good:’ you have no 
‘ li^t to determine for another what is a good fecurity. 

Sir William Pulieney laid, he law nothing to complain of in 
the tranfadion of thefe bills. There was a fum of money 
railed in the month of Sefttember. In our prefent ftatc, there 
nruftbe a yaii^ty o^f'operations ^ovided for, and the dernands 
of Governmiairmight eafdy exceed the money that was ready, 
aA MJnifterA could not always forefec what would happen i 
•if, however,’buy did hot provide,by extraordinary meafures, 
:wW the hfceflity arofe, and antexigehCy prefled, very fatal 
■ cbnfeqdenre^ He did not feel that this was a 

‘ amount of the fum. The 

' againlV the Minifter was this ; that 

would lead foreign nations to fup- 
-! that httr laU Ihift, elfe we could not 

of faifing'*»ney in fqdl a manner; and fome gentlemen 
? that the Bank of England Verc fo well convinced of the 
n^linprbjuiety of thisip^e, that they refafed to have any thing 
, ubj wtth fuch a tihhlladtion V and the' Governor of the Bank 

i’^ad i^d, that it would be ruihous.to ah individual. Thus they 
: few, in thsit the Bank of Ellwand would not fupjporf 

: Goverhment of England. He did not think that this was 

; /Ytry fairly feed by ihofe Who wtlhed wpl to the country. He 
did'hqt fee that the Bank of England bad madd ipy fuch' pc- 
rkfal as had been infilled dp^n, of bad faidfb. |^.:Giles faid, 
"fet fe Bank was not aifibed to<rpon’tfe fbi^^^ and thew- 
lofe we might acquit-ib^Government and the"Bank on that 
the cafe. Tfel^ was, that the pjode idop^ m 
■^'|ft:^fatarons of the 3^* Was not the ufyal mode wi’tb^i^, 
'feds. ? Admitting, however, that it had b^ijlpplied to, and 
ha'd'tefbfcd, a fa^ of little’impofeKe lO hif^linguraeni,':^^ 

vernment 
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v^rnment muft, in that cafe, hanw found itfclf obliged to apply 
to fomc other quarter tq raife die money by, fomc other means. 
Will any gentleman. fay^-tbat Pafliameht iboiild have been 
called at that nnufual-jfeaion pf tltqjpar, a circumAaoce which 
niuft not only have alarmed ^ people at home, "biit mull 
..have impreffed all Europe,, and particularly France,^ with an 
. Idea of the exhaufted ftate of our refources? Was it notbet- 
' jxr to raife the tnoney in the quiet, private manner that had 
been adopted, than to take any extraordinary fteps, which 
rnight have created unfounded opinions refpeSing the (late.of 
oqr finances?. The Minifter applied to a private Banker for 
a temporary fupply of two millions of money; the anfwer 
was, ‘ there is plenty of money.’ Gentlemen profeded to wiib 
well to their country, but they had not taken the trouble to 
explain this to a foreign povi'er. . 

The next queAion was, the mode of railing this 700,000!. 
which was ralfed on thefe bills. Mr. Boyd faid, that a bill 
of exchange was the beA polEble inArument to be made ufe 
of for this purpofe; and fo it was in the courfe of buhnefs; a 
bill of exchange could be readily tfansferred, which could not 
iSb done with u bond, or with a treafury warrant. 

The next queAion was, how far the Chancellor of the Ex'** 
chequer had been concerned in this i Undoubtedly he (houi 4 
give to Mr. Boyd that fort of fecurity which he, as a private 
banker, liked belt; and fufely there was no crime in railing 
money by anticipation from the Bank, or from a private ban¬ 
ker, as in this cafe; confequently Aiere was no fraud in this 
tranfadlion. If the country was fo wealthy,‘ Aiat its Govern¬ 
ment can get money from individuals ioAead of the Bank, 
there was not much to fear for the want oif it. 

, The next point to be conhdeted was • the rate of intereA in 
this cal'e, Mr. Boyd required five p^r c/at. ioAead of four per 
cent. This was explained by the evidence in the report. T-'ho 
money was not to be ail furnifiied by Mr. Boyd faimlelf. It 
was not to come all out of his own coffers. The Bank never 
difeounted under five ftr cent, and why Aiould it be required 
that Mr. Boyd fhould do it for lefs? He was obliged to.cm** 
ploy a broker in this tranfaiAion, whofe conuniffiion was to be 
taken out of bU profits, and which dimini Aied them confidera- 
b}y. The-bredtet’s premiupi on the two millions and a half 
^S a quarter per tent, on all he pfqsc-ured. In Mr. 

Boyd had no ^fit whatever, cxc^c Whei:e he advanced his 
money. But if there had be^ kjgood deal of prqEt on 
, Idle tranfadfion,, tyhy Ihould notiVlr. ]^yd receive iti in re- 
liowever, ^ profit had ndt been great. 


r 
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With rcgaril lo this being an entirely new thing, he muft 
obfcrvc that that obfcrvation was not well founded. He re¬ 
membered a tranfadion in the year 1772; the Bank of Eng¬ 
land agreed toadx^ance 60,0001. on flje fecurity of a Weft In¬ 
dia efrate; the Bank never difeounted any bills at th'at lime* 
for more than two months. Bills m the cafe he alluded to 
(the cafe of Walton and Ellifon, who had a houfe at Ediu- 
buagh) were drawn at two months. They were all dated, 
and purported to be drawn at Edinburgh, whereas the Bank 
knew the perfon who drew them was conftantly Jiving in Lon¬ 
don. Thefe Bills were therefore drawn at a wrong place, 
had a wrong date, and ycr although the Bank knew thefe 
things perfeclly, they made no objection ; the Bills were re¬ 
newed every two months, and the Bank went on difeounting 
them in this w'ay for two years. This was not called a frau- 
d«fent traidacuon, or a dwindling tranfa£lion. It was the 
only way in which the Bank couid or would do the bufinefs; 
but the falfe date or the place never occured to them to be an/ 
objeAion to difeounting thefe Bills. 

The only remaining point was, that thefe were foreign bills 
which Mr. Boyd was concerned in, whereas they wejc ffated 
to be inland hills, and that therefore they ought to be drauvi 
upon ftamped paper.' Sir William faid, he could not thi- 
cover any defire manifefted in this tranfatSlicn to defraud go¬ 
vernment. Who was to receive the duty of the 
Government. How then was government defrauded of that 
duty by being excufed fiom paying it: if they were to be 
fiampt, government muft have paid. It was only faving go¬ 
vernment the trouble of paying with one hand and receiving 
with the other. Nor was there fraud of any kind in this 
bufinefs; it was intended that the whole fhould be paid to tlie 
'bill-holders, and there was a fufficient fund lor that purpole. 
This appeared to him to be no more than that government had 
not Circulate j properly, as to tlic amount of the public ex- 
pences, which might be to be defrayed in the morirh of Sep¬ 
tember laft. The whole of the amount of the deficiency was 
criy 70O3OO0I. He was furprifed it was ho more, confidcr- 
ing e\ ery thir»g which we had to provide for; he really thought 
it was miraculous they had not a call for more dian’ that fum 
at the time. Government ought to have a liberal allowance 
when under calcinated expences. Under fuch circumftances 
as were at t' js time, they ought to be allowed to havembfe 
iTWincy in handtepn mey had immediateodcafionfor: Jt thfc’ 
cafe or every cotoaion b-ankcr, he w'as always obliged to have’ 
more money by him than he had immediate occaflon for, that he 
. might 
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might be able to anfwer an «xbr»or4tnary demand whenever it 
ftould be made upon him. In cafe there was no improper 
ufe made of the money raifed upon thefe bill*. Notice was 
imm^iately given when the money was raifed, and it was 
carried that very day to the Bank. In feort, cVery requifite 
was complied with which the law diteSs, and there was not, 
in this cafe, any deviation from the cnailment of Mr. Burke’s 
bUl. 

Mr. Qtey fiid, he had never been more aftonilhed than at 
many of the fentiments expreffed by the worthy baronpt in the 
courfe of his fpeech, he was ftill more furprifei however, at, 
the maimer in which an Englilh Houfe of Commons, the 
guardians of the public money, appeared to be affeSed upon a 
^anfaiftion of (iicb magn^ude and importance. The worthy 
baronet feemed to think that the tranfadion, the preftnt fubjed 
of inveftigation, was not only juftifiable m itfelf, but perfedly 
bai mlefs m the mode m which it was conduded. He thought 
that It was matter of little furprife that minifters had made even 
fo froall a miftake in the calculation of the requifite fums foe 
the fervice of the year. Perhaps, indeed, to the worthy ba , 
ronet the fum of 700,000!. feems a trivial article in the un¬ 
exampled expence of a war into which Bie right honourable 
gentleman had plunged. What, however, was the amount 
»*f the deficiency which was thus treated fo lightly, and what 
were the circumftanccs which attended this tranfei^on ? In 
February the budget was opened —i fum of eighteen millions, 
exceeding any former loan, was borrowed to provide the com- 
prchenfive efiimates of the year, the land and nudt tax, befides 
a vote of credit of two millions and a half, and the loan on Ex¬ 
chequer bills, were put into the hands of the executive govern¬ 
ment. In the monfe of September, however, mmiey is re¬ 
quired to carry on the war, and to anfwer exigent expences, 
and yet the worthy baronet wonders that dhe nunlfter had erred 
io litde in his calculations! The money raifed by means of 
thefe bills was faid to be merely the anricipation ot fums that 
were to be paid in uphn the loan at the ufual period of infiai- 
ment, and that too was a matter that gave die worthy baronet 
no furprife i at which he was the more afionUhed, as in the 
month of Auguft, fifteen millions eight hiAtdred thoufendi 
pounds of the loan had been paid up; a fum fully equal to 
what could eeatfenably havejbeen expeded. But on this fub- 
jed he wofuld not now dwell at length, as a day would feen 
come (his motion on the ftate of the nationjl when he would 
mwutely enter Into this and other full^efes. Little fanguine as 
be was in the fqccef$ofthe motion Whicb bO intended to make 

Voi.«ilI» li 
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ch thi« yet if thftt 'te«adc the 

^enetal'f}ttefttoit)i it ^0^14 ^vWith>thck-. opcr, and the 


£tiStkiin of knovring be -hst4 44tie,^ his 4ut}% that he had • 
e^^otbdfe the Houfe'ma^s'tyhit^ khjdlycaJted k>r invefti- 
gatieitJi evik v/hich ftrengly reqi^le^ to be radrefled, aiiid that^ 
if they will continue to approve a fyftetn of exti:avaganceti;' 
mifutariagement, and deubie tkajmg, if they will ffffet ..^he 
enuhtry to be hurried oii to its mih, at !tajB: they £hk}l be ap> 
jirifed of th^f darker. 

It was trite,, i^ . right honouralde J^Qtleiqiian: feddncul 

demeaitour) and he wluted he couhl pr6- 
iii the ailuraiKres of innocence; but the fuperciii- 
<At&ief$ which he afilitned was hot die mod becoming behaviour 
upon a tranfafUoh of fo irtiportant a nature, and which in- 
vsjlved fo fefious a charge. In his mind the affair was rc- 
jji^enfiUte, not only initfelf,. but in the manner in which it 
hadbben cbhd|ti%^*, 'ii'he objeil w-asbadi but the circum- 
fiances were fldl wqr^. In, tolod a tra«fa<ilion of that 
nature with^h indiv’iduaV 4i0|ed materially from a finiilar 
cJne.With tile itihtogh thb„ worthy baronet bad claffed 

them :jtOg! 2 *l^. Th® recollect what was thu 

csanftituWftal, ob)eft|of the vetetof credit, Excoequer bill:, 

, .{BKltbe proi’iipt pa,ynieht: ©f theiloan. Jf the rigfu honourable 
'^gemkawuierredibegtegjouily in ,his calcubtion as to rrfiuitc 
,frcfe hq>plWs before half the year had dapfed, if he railed fums 
^antMfipauiqo ti^sway wholly unknown and at a rjHc of in* 

Jhy parliament, he viokted the 

What however 

the infiStjsftf<w, thi* &U3»s thus raifed ? A difeount of 
j^r aw#, w'is iS|ilJ^W«d fc^'the prompt payment of the 
Upon the. stance pf Mr. Bojnd, five per cent, w.-^s 
'^iyep> Minift^s:j|^ then violated. die kws of the land, the 
«i^ of parli^wHEStt Which tlwj IdsaA was made, l>y giving 
.ja rptC/^f intereift for the atWiciprtl^fi Which a difeount of 
<*»». was allowed by ad <if |«p;hain^ Even this 



\|:rador fc^ thelpan, and pahUc ibigilw; be 

ihe laj^ paymc|^'«f ^ ;W|hfle 
' rsniced for ^accoiifo|i*^|pq-'Wi--'^g<d^ 

_ihi-tobepaid ik .Up<>n the 'difoouhit^e 

Opceiyed thi^ was paid at’ 

P|i;pf;it^.three ureekh e'#r 
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ptr cent, was thus gained by'^r'. and ;ist thq faerie time 

the difeount allowed by parljinii^ .could hay? no while 
fuperior inducement of five '^p'er cent.- pfe^^ed to 
withhold it. It wasiaid* l^wbver, that at '^e p^od wh?n 
the bills wsn'e due, there was a film of 750,opbl, ia the l'rea- 
fwy, which, had it been necefllary, would havo feryfco fojr/the 
<|>ayment. f Mr. Latig faid, acrofs. the • houfe, that thf fufii 
^ated was in the rreai'ury at that time^ or catpe in upon the 
loan, and lottery fubfequent to it.] \ 

Mr. Grey proceeded, and faid, he wtfhcd to know if there 
were no other fcrvlccs that demanded the application of tlpiS 
fwm ? Hb WOuW fuppofe a cafe,, extremely improhiible in the 
piefeut fituacion of a^airs, that a-changcof miniftry had tak^ 
place, and certain fervices fecured by the aft of appropnariaa 
had required tile fuppJy of that money, bow the bills 

have been paid when they bccarne due? Would another 
Chancellor of the Exchequer have been autherifed to d*vert 
ttie money he found in the rrcalury fconx th? appropriate u'fef, 
to the payment ot fuch hdls? The bills were antedated, 
drawn really in l^ondon, thoug|t aflumihg to Hamburgh, 
which were thus negotiated, aiqd iftrpafed ptfjrfbns ignr^- 
ant of the truth, wno in fuch.an cvcnc been unable 

to recover payment. The fafi? of Waltot> at^ Elhfun was 
by no means in point. ' 'I'here all the parties wei??' apprized 
of the footing on wJ>ich diey. afted. ^Beftdes, .the worthy 
baronet fhould have told the rcfult of f|};ib commerce which 
was carried on. He bad bad at) opportunity of knovying the 
afi'airs of that Houfe. A gentletnan vi^^in'ho had been at^- 
quaiuteu with m early youth had becqme cpai^i^c! wiiE^na* 
ignorant pf • their trtjc htuation, and was inyi^^ved in ■ ^ 
with which they were overwhelmed, ^dfpiNsed tO'erld his days 
abroad. Would the honourable baronot fay, that thCrBai^ 
thinks fuch a tranfaftion as thefc bills, fe,an honourable one ? 
Mr. Gilcsj the Goyttfi^r, h^ ftated the very reverfe, and 
given it as his opininas, that it -simuld hurt jthe creditany 
private houfe whatever^ that fe would hurt tlieir credit jfo 
APauchy that th? would not difeount fdr theha; on that 
teftfimopy, and that a^^ority, he could ^ye ';it no other 
(dtiptim dl^,tha.t of a fi^aidufeat tranfaitksn. Mi"- feyd.hhd 
4 tatcd, th^ it^ would be nectfliary j^ conceal the real nattfreodf 
the bills, ih'i^der |b have '^icm i^Bgqttiat^d j and tile miajfters 



citcumllances, they w.^ld hasljl^^ioed., To have aiemblr 
‘■red parliaiJa6i)ii,pr-^opt!(^^ a'rci^ferhiflfde'bf jobtainmg'afuppfy, 

_ J. J u 




it 
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it was Aid would have bettaj^ weakneft!^ andthatirwas better 
to|0ieiHrtbatmoaeywasfopi«ty,when aprivate individual cduld 
thu8( CO fuch an extent) relieve the exigencies of goveinmeat. 
iik wiihed moft fincercly that the enemy might be infptred 
with a favourable idea of Our finances j but, as a member of 
parliament, confeious of the confirtotional duties that cha> 
rader inferred, he was not bound to acquiefce in any tranf- 
adtion, however irregular or illegal, merely becaufe it was 
faid that he would difeover our weaknefs, or difclofc our re- 
iburces to tlie enemy. He had heard that Mr. Boyd, junior, 
wav the agent of Mr. Boyd*s houfe at Hamburgh, but no fuch 
thing was Aated in the evidence. When Mr. Bo 3 rd was firft 
to for this advance, he had faid that money was plenty, 
and might be procured; it was not however till a fortnight 
after the bufinefs was fGced. Mr. Boyd, junior, was then ip 
London; but the plan of the Hamburgh bills had never been 
fuggeilccl ill the hrfi converiation> and the expedient of ante¬ 
dating them from that place was by no means .adopted on ac¬ 
count of Mr. Boyd, junior's arrival, nor was fugc;efied by it, 
as there was no intention^ no arrangement to draw bills from 
Hamburgh previous to diat event. 

He had to add a few words with regard to the payment 
of ibcfe fams into the hands the Paymafter-Gcneral. I'hr-* 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Long) did nor contend that the 
outug fo was reguUt, according to the letter, but maintained 
chat It was not inconfifient with the fpirit of the ad of the 2 jd 
of his prefent Mi^efiy. To iuch a dodriue he could by no 
means afient. Miniiters were bound to ad mod fcrupuloully 
Accordif^ to the Ihtter of every law, and if they found it im¬ 
proper or iaefKcient, they ought to apply to a legal or rather 
A legiilative remedy and repeal it. Even with the ipitit of the 
ad«,however, it was irregular; for he found by a paptr on 
Che table that a fum of^ooo,oool. had been paid to the Bank 
fot the pnrpofe of raymafier'General’s department, aud 
by no means font to the Accomptant-Oenerars office, as bad 
fcM been tmged by the honourable gentleman. Let geatle» 
men recedkid that this was not oidy cafe where tati. 
Sufters bad fet fhe laws of the country at defiance, though in 
the inflafice of tbefe bills they had endendy tranfgre£d them. 
On the whole, the tcan&dion merited the chavader given it 
by his btmourable and kiari)ed<feien8, wbp deferred the thanks 
or the country for having agitated tte fiifajed, wti That it 
frauduleot in its that it was illegal, as the b^. 

tbimsgfb inland, sreic ofdihlimpt, and as they were calculam| 
tf»4BO<i.ve the perfons to they were given inncgotiatiito, 

add 
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and a violation of the law, as the'mode was nnawthorired by 
pafliatoent. He onderftood thafc the firft clafs of the bills 
doe on'the very; day when tho payment of the 
■til^ .loan tookr place. ' ffad they been.oidy an anticipation 
'Of ihe old lo^ they would not have been made payable three 
vveefcs after the laft payment of the old became dtie^ a cir- 
; cumftancethatproved that the money was i ntended to be ftip[4ics 
the new loan previoufly concerted, and was applied to pur- 
pofes which the minifter did not care to avow. He would 
therefore give his fapport to the refolutions, which the Houle 
could not oppofe, unlefs they abandoned their conftitutiomd 
fupenntendencb of the finances of the ftatc. 

Mr. Steeie laid, he rofe merely to obfet ve that money from 
the'Exchequer went through the medium of the Bank to'the 
Paymaftcr fot'the regular Cervices, but balances accounts with 
inferior Paymafters,. and of the payment of troops on the Irilh 
eftablifliment, were fent to the Accompant’s office, ftom 
whcnco they were taken to the Bank by a clerk who attended 
for that purpofe. 

Mr. Grey declared he did not talk of balances, but of mo* 
ney for current fervice iliued from the Exchequer. 

Air. FrancU faid, he was happy to perceive that in the dif- 
cuflion, the Chancellor of the Exchquer became more feritfus, 
a temper of mind which the importance of the occafion, and 
the ftate of the country, reduced by his meafures to the 
greateft diftrefs, required 4hat be never fliould depart frort*. 
The prefent was not a moment to treat a charge of fo deep 
a nature with fcoffing or derilion. He£ird> the honourable 
baronet, vfhofe ability no gentleman would deny, nevercame 
forward but on extraordinary occaltoAs, tO' rolieve his right 
honourable friend from great embarraiTmentsi and in propor* 
tion as the honourable baronet failed in his-defence, fo far he 
conlldered the Chancellor of the Exchequer culpable, and 
deferving of cenface, In the prefent inftance he did not oiiBr 
a iingle argument to^reilieve himfelf from the heavy charges 
brought againft htm^hy his learned friend. He was glad he 
ted iffien an oppottani^ of putting a queftion to the right hp- 
:^urjd>le jgett^mah^ he had not anftrered upon a 

mer boca^t)|i: IfVlFOrthy baronet had nfentioned thdf^eaiy 
lUf moneyiadwch Mr. Bewd had fal4 was lnthe market, be 
fbrgot, Boydfudf'^ttet it wtmld be'iie~ 

to k«^ it3!|eret .tb^ was in want'<^md- 

tutetaytifedt’-Wiouid'l^^ ' refill-to liat 

^Ip^lburg^ Bills, fhinte 'WtSis no circuoi'ftaHtide 

before the tewflvoft lie a^it the vertitity 

pf the honotirwtle tetoretty yet in his legiflativc capacity he 

was 
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was not bound to belif\'e him;j the report before the Houfe 
was produced by its own epatmittee, jks committee bad evast 
/at to report on 'th*; fultjeet 'adverted to j»'u1i icij^edi to tbe 
tran^ifiion reipeftii'-jj tUe Edinburgh Bii’s. V/pat he bad 
iiated with rrfjacCi to eo/einnteni iieither foffering iofs nor 
caiu^in Cciifcquciicc ottae Hamburgh biUs bei )g flampeti,was 
IhiftiiJg tnc greutiJ, aiid was not the jcjuiltfon be'orc the 
Houfe, but tnat v/iuch preiX-d moit or? the honour and credit 
of the country w.<s tits fraudulcnce of the tJanfaedion, and 
whether the bill? vveie le^ial, and how tkr they were vitiated 
by tliC mode of circulation. C)a a fornu-r cvcj’ing s debate he 
ptdit-d a quetlion Wliitii he now wtihfrd to be anAvered. 
Mr. Morgan’s name, he {nought, was iifcd In a scry un- 
-becoming and indecent manner; he rrnift afk, uEy i,ad Mr. 
Morgan aiuj Mr. Meihiii been (o ufeci? 

Air.rofe to order. i-?e appi-iJcd to t!,e Houfe if it 
was not coruraiy to rne Itanduig oiaets of the riouie ior any 
genticm.ai to leter to a previous debati ; i.he aoi',;,i:iKl>le gen- 
- tk-man. iu die pre.ent jnltancc, be conceived, departed hem 
thut Older. 


'J'he ^peshf fiid, that pe cetrainly awaited atid o;psfied an 
inters Upt on tb/m h;me member oi lisc floule. He always 
felt extremely {•mbuita&.d, when under tne neceniiy of call- 
ing any gciuiemou lo order, and conceived that tiie honour¬ 
able member was iriegular in rcterriug to W'liat occurred in a 
.previous debate. 

Mr. Fru»vis proceeded. He laid, he would make no af- 
Jufion to what palled on a lormer night, but would then 
5 tj]i-.^Why the Chancellor of the Bxc.tequer, when Morgan 
and iideliilh refufed ihe qualified competition, did not /end 
.to the Bank, and give notice that he was ready to receive 
-ipffejtis conditionally ? 1 o this he dcTiicd an aniwer, not 

■Upon the principle that fuch a comptiirsoii was nugatory, 
.but his own—^ 

Mr. R^dcr called Mr. Francis again toofder. 

Xhe Sf^peakfr feid he had foj borne to interrupt the honour¬ 
able genvlcoian, as be imaguicd he'iAlhJitdcd to connedt it 
whh the fubjadf in qiKrtlicBi. ; 

, Mr. Fremcii /aid be was abodt to fh«w the conne<^n 
which fub/sited between this point ajid theq«rft»bo before the 
Houfe. His opinion wss, that Mr. Boyd's preifercnce in tli® 
loan was owing to his feryitee in the, affair of tbe Hamburjjb 
•^lls. He faw Mr. Boyd pWerredfWithout any fatisfadloty 

F ^a/on. He faw the fadlf tbc fdasibuygh acc6mmb«4,fi^ 

■ billsi- 


. 14 \ 
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hil'h combining thcfe together, he was convinced that 
this WHS the tiue caufe of the precipitate coriclufioa of a 
barc;iiin> in vvhicli the intcreft cf the public was fa much Ik- 
crifiecd. 

The Char.cclkr tf the E>:cheqmr faid, that bis reafon for not 
troublin'*; the Hrufe ii) rrply lo the interrojr^tory of the ho- 
nouralue gerirlcman, vvas^ becnu.c lu* ciiJ not coofider thet 
.. cjucliioa at prefent, a fubie6}. for ccnlldrriiiion; neither did 
the honiniridde gentleman give any fatisfacTory renfon to ftiew 
its connection with the icfnutions moved by the learned 
gendcrfnu who opened the (‘c*oatc. Hed:J not t'onecive thaC 
he could make any re; ly, wich^ul being precifdy j^'uilty of 
that veiy vnfoririaHty lor which the rionoujabh, gentleman 
had I'cen called to order- As far a.s regraded tnc cririie im¬ 
puted t.> I.i:r In the rdblutions, as it v/as of a perfo.;7d nature, 
and rpplicvi iata!]y to hiS ou-u rh-uacter, lie conceived it un- 
ncccihu'v t;j iv-vi'’'[c the on that point, nor if'f? through 

a motive of cciicacy, than that he thought it nnncccl)‘iry, in 
confequtnce of thfc able inaaiicr m which it had been debated 
by his horou: Vole incud.*:. 

Thi Gcr.^nd faid, in the examination before thft 

CommitU'c, ::;i the wi^ncstes but Mr. A^nrvan had agreed, 
that the [a*efci Jucc in th.c ioaii had no c'oui; ct\on the 

Ilambureh bills* They wi*rc no'w annuru?; with rch>csT: to 
the legality of thole ncgotuible biih. of i:xchangc. He cou-d 
nor look, at bill® of r ccepted by the S-. crerary of 

the Tr afury, in the prefent initaiure, as bills of Kxch«ns;e 
acce,’tcd by an iiulivuiu.ii of a oifierent tiefcripihMi. The 
gookl faith of the country were enoaged in the tr anfaction, 
and he flood forward to accept them as an intlranieHt' 
of th's fort for the public fcrvice.-—Looltlng at the cir- 
cumfl.’.nce in this point of view, it did not ftgiiify whether 
they were ftampt or not. It was a queftion which in¬ 
volved the credit and faith of the couiurj', and the b;l!s 
were not to be treated as common jjaper. They were to 
be looked upon as paper that bound the government to have 
them duly honoured, and as execudon was compcient a^ainft' 
tlw government, and the holders would bectititled to recover 
from any new adminiftration that could take place, he 
conceived the queftion fo far throughout totally niifunder- 
ftood. ♦ 

Sir Francis Baring f>»id, that the fiate of the Exchange 
with foreign ftates by means of the ftarcity of fpede was a 
proof to foreigners acquainted with tlic fubjeft, that money 
was not fo plenty in Enpland as had been hfferted. £v«n if 
the bills had baen drawn at Hamburgh, in iiis opinion the 

tranf- 
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tranf^dkiA would not have been right. If ^re was no title 
in to draw on the irtiafury, the bills being drawn at 
Haa^tirgb, did not alter the tranfaftion; but theii^on was 
certainly aggravated by Mr. Boyd^ rcfiding aSually in -this 
Country. If fuch tranfadlions would have been difgradefal^ 
and the fymptom of approaching ruin in a private houfe, he 
could «ot fee that the cafe was different where-government 
was concerned. He was forry that a tranfaftion in which' 
Mr. Boyd had been fo confiderable a gainer Oiould have'been 
the ground of preference in ftill more lucrative concerns. ‘The 
borrowing 700,000!. in this way, in his opinion injured go¬ 
vernment more than a loan of 7,000,000]. in a regular man¬ 
ner. 

'Mr. W. Smith declared, he could not abftain from taking 
notice of the manner in which the Secretary of the Treafury 
treated Mr. Morgan. He thought he was treated in an unfair 
and indecent manner. Gentlemen who attended on the Com¬ 
mittee muff have feen that Mr. Morgan was not very young 
nor hcakhyj and during his examination betrayed great fymp- 
toms of bodily infirmity. He would not fay that Mr. Morgan 
was perfectly clear and confiftent in his recolleftion, nor would 
he animadvert on thofe who were probably more incorreft in 
their teftimony. He recollected when Mr. Morgan was made 
fenfible of his tnconfiftency by one of the Bank Directors, he 
wtihed to correct his miffake, but was refufed. He was cer¬ 
tainly ufcd -fcverely, and he could afl'ert, that there was palpa¬ 
bly inconfiftency in the evidence of Mr. Giles, and almoft in 
thin of Mr. Boyd. 

.M**- Smith was called to order for departing from the fub- 
je4^ in debate, but excufed himfelf by declaring, that if the 
name of Mr. Morgan had not been ufcd as it had been, he 
fiiould have been filent; hearing what had fallen from the ho¬ 
nourable Secretary to the Treafury, however, he could not 
remaia fo„ confiftent with his duty as Chairman to the Com¬ 
mittee. 

. ',Thc SsHtitor General faid, that he cbnfidcred the teftimony 
of Mr. Morgan highly objetftionabie, not that he thought no 
Credit was due to him, hut that*hc was To extremely earelefs 
and agitated in giving it. So much agitated had he been in 
tlejivering his replies, that he contfadided himfelf in every parr. 
An honourable baronet (Sir F. Blaring) had ftated, that the 
' tranfat^on was not right; lb far right he took it to be, £hat 
the bills were worth what yras advanced upem them. This he 

.. . thccjff- 
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the Treafury, and accepted by the Secretary: thus he thought 
the honour of Government was, in fome degree, at ftakc; and 
hence the bills were in fubftance real 5 though no aflioji could 
be had on them, as in the inftai^cc of common bills of ex¬ 
change. Ail that could be faid of the tranfaftion was, its 
being an anticipation: the money was applied to public pur- 
pofes. This fum being wanted for thefe public purpofes, what 
was the MiniikT to do? He took upon him to provide it 
earlier than it could be voted to him by Parliamejit. All the 
cliflercnce could be that of intereft, between 3 and 5 per cenU 
on 700,0001. raifed for three or four months. The queftion 
then was merely, whether or not the Miniftcr had done right? 
There was nothing blamcable in either the fiibfl-ance or the 
total oi the n anfadioni the money was efientially neceflary to 
the pubhc fervice. This idea alone juttified the mcafure, and 
took away all blame from the Minifter^ It had been faid, that 
it was the duty of Parliament to watch the conduct of Mini- 
fters, and to execute with fidelity their truft of the public 
puiL\ He hoped the prefent Parliament had fpJrit enough tc 
iiUCEtere w'hen there w'as any feriou'^ ground to arraign the 
cojiducl of Miniilers. However gr^at might be his perfonal 
friendihip for the present Miniftcr, he would facrifice it, when 
ever n was Incompatible with public duty. 

Mr. AL Rob^njhn faid, ho differed much from the honourable 
learned gcntlcinan who had juft fat down; as long as hi'* 
b.id conceived the Chaneellor of the Exchequer ufVd thofe 
iibijiiies, wi'.irh he To mucK admired, for the benefit of his coun¬ 
try, he had his nioft hearty and cordial fupport, but that fup- 
{Kui he w,'x^y confiftent with his duty, obliged to withdraw* 
T'hc prefent mcafure wa*-’, in his opinion, the laft he fliould 
have )ud recourfe to, as being highly bhmeable and difgrace- 
fn!- He calkd upon the bulicitor General fodifplay thatfpirit 
of which iie fpoko upon the occafion. Mr. Boyd was the lait 
pcrfjn to whom the Miniftcr fliould have applied to. The de¬ 
lay in laying the old loan gave Mr. Boyd tOe profit of an in¬ 
termediate one, which again was the foundation tor a preference 
in the next. He thought the characlci of Mr. Morgan had 
been u(cd with extreme injuftice. He had been caUed to an- 
fwer before a jury ot pcrlons intcrefted in the enquiry^ and 
parties in the accurition, and he had-even been denied the 
incr;c of an acquitfeJ felon. Many members in the Houfe 
partuipated in the loan; and hr thought they ftiould not fit as 
judges in their own caufe. The learned gentleman who 
brought forwaid the bufuiCf?, acquitted hinifelf with great abi¬ 
lity, and to bis mind gave complete convitJiton, however the 

Vk^l. IIL 1796. Kk contemptuous 
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Cv^nreirptuous demeanour oF the right honourable gentleman 
might have been afTumcd in cider to deprefs his exertions. 

General Srmti pointedly condemned the traiifadion, and 
faid, in matters of commercial concern he would not cunl'ult 
the Attorney and Solicitor Geireral, but would rely more im- 
plicrtly upon the authorifyof the Governor of the .Bank.— 
Within fix mtmths after the ciiimates of the year were pro¬ 
vided, and ample fiippliLS granted, it liecamc ncccflary to dif- 
chirge the fervices of laft year by an anticipation of the iuppltes 
of the prefent year. He was forry to fee that bids, of this 
nature had been employed, confiilering it as an unmanly col- 
lufion unworthy of the Government of a great nation. He 
did not, however, think that the tranfadlicn amounted to that 
fraud which the refolution cxprcfTed, but hoped that fuch an 
expedient would never again be adopted. Hamburgh was, he 
fuppofed, chefen as the place from which the bills wcic dated, 
to excite a l>elief that the loan to th^ Emperor had been re¬ 
mitted by bills of excliftnge, and thence to give' an air of pro¬ 
bability to the tranfaefion, and of rtfpeitability to the bills, 
Though he highlv difiipproved the incafurc, he could not aiicnt 
to the propnfmon in the refolution in its utinoib extent, and 
therefore would give no vote at all. 

Mr. y<:ky’l fpoke in reply. He adverted to what had been 
laid by Mr. Long, with regard to ih'C fpiri: of the Act (,f par¬ 
liament of the 73d year of the prefent reign, as alfu to what 
had been faid by another gentleman on that fide- They both 
agreed, that the application which they made of t.hc practice, 
did not fquarc wftli tiie letter of that A<ft: they contented them- 
feJves with flating, that they were right in defending the mode 
of tsanfacting thefe bills, by the practice w'hich had obtained 
ever fmee tire palling of that Adi; he muft, however, conltfs, 
that that which was diredlly in the teeth of the Act, louIu not 
be dcfendcil on the fcore of pradticc. 7 'he moment there w'as 
a departure from the Act, it w'as infringed; and it w’as a bad 
argument to maintain, that we are right in difobeying the pro- 
vifions of an i xprcls Itarutc becaufe others had difobcyed them 
htforcl the practice which thefe honourable gentlemen infifteJ 
upon, was nothing Id's than an entire contravention of the 
Act ef Pariia.mcnt. 

V.'iih regard to the cafe of the Edinburgh bills, which had 
been alluded to by the worthy barooet, (Sir William PuUency) 
he muft remaik, that it differed wuicly Irom the prefent tranf- 
adtiCin, and, in fadt, bore no analogy to it; in that cafe, all '.he 
pauses concerned in the bills knew what they were; whereas, 
iii the piefent insbiicc, thcdioldei of any one of tlicfc bills 

could 
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could have no knowledge whatever of what in reality it w'as^ 
BdldeSj thcfe Edinburgh bills could not have been fubjedi to 
any law concerning flamps, becaufc they were drawn and iflued 
prior to the Stamp Adt concerning bills of exchange : the pa* 
rallel which the worthy baronet bad drawn clearly, therefore 
did not apply to the prefent cafe. 

Much had been faiJ on the evidence given by Mr. Morgan 
before the Committee. Mr. Morgan was a man of infinite 
credit and unqueftionable veracity, and there could noc fairly 
be fixed a particle of doubt on his evidence. Mr. Jckyli (aid» 
he had been furprifed that fome gentlemen who fat on that 
Committee fhould have condudied themfelves as they had 
done, and particularly one of them. When the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer was implicated in the queftion before the Houfe, 
he very properly withdrew: he wondered that fome perfons 
that night did nor ohfefvc the fame degree ui delicacy. Many 
gtndcmen fat upon the Committee as arbitrators to decide 
upon their own delinquencyaiid one or thole very pCrfons 
who arc accufed by the prefent morio!! had modcitly laid, that 
Mr. Morgan was not to be believed on his cxaminatiun. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer at prefent thought it prudent, la 
(lie riiaradrer of an accuied delinquent, and that on a charge 
ferious as any that could wel! he laid to any mun/s charafrer* 


to remain totally fiicne. He fuftcred his defenc*: to be con¬ 
ducted by his friends, not doubting cheur alali^yj buL it was 
a iirtlc unfortunate they could not agree in the mo.lc of con- 
duiting it. The Attorney-General was of opinion, that au 
atlion might be brought by the holder of one of thefe bills. 
'I'hc f’olidtor-Gcneral was of another opinion. For his own 
part, he did not know how the holder of one of thefc bills 
would have proceeded ro tnfurcc payment, nor could he ima- 
gme that, in the event ot a ch.ingeof Adrninifl.auon, betw^een 
the ifiiiing of thefe bills, and the time they became (iue, what 
remedy the holder had. He did not know that a fucceeding 
JMinifier could be hound, on what the Attorney-General 
called the good faith of Government, to take up thefe bills 
ajid difeharge them; the money votrd by F.*rliament might 
appear to that Miniiler to be applicable to other purpofes. The 
Solicitor-General, however, doubted whether any action at all 
could bo broui'Ju by the holder of luch bills ^ and he believed 
the latter genticmaii was nghl^ How was he ro bring fuch 
an a\.Miori ? How could he come into a court of law hf:t !>y 
a forma! action ? That a£tion muft be brought againfi jhme- 


body. .Something was indiftmdily faid over the tabic iron* the 
Trcafury-Bench; on which Mr. Jek^ll faid: ^‘Another of 

K k 2 ' (he 
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the friends of the right honourable gentleman now tells me, 
that you cannot bring any a(^ion at all. Here is another beau¬ 
tiful feature in the charadler of this tranfadlion. They are 
not only fiflitious bills, but you cannot have any remedy on 
Ithem in a court of law. Nay, gentlemen on the other fide 
arc under the neceffity of invalidating their oun bills, m or¬ 
der to defend their conduifl. I fay, tt is the duty of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to look forward to the prelTure 
of public affairs when he makes a loan. He ought to have 
forefeen the neceffity of having two million^ and an holf in the 
tuonth of September, after he had borrowed eighteen millions 
for the fervice of the year. The public have this bufincls be¬ 
fore them} the Houfe has this bufinefs before it IF this Houfe 
thinks that after the arguments they have heard, the prelTure 
of it demands they Ihould fupport the Miniftcr, the affan is 
theirs. If they think that from what they have heard on this 
fide, the Houfe calls for no better anfwer than has been given 
upon this fubjeff, 1 have nothing to fay more, than to proteff, 
that to my mind, the total iilence of the ChancLlIor of the Ex¬ 
chequer proves the confcioufnefs he feds of his maladmimllra- 
tion '.—that he began with fupercilioulnefs, and he ends with 
defeat and filenqe 

Mr. Martin fatd, he agreed with the fentiments of the ho¬ 
nourable general (General Smith) upon this fubje£l $ that the 
Mini tier was extremely irregular, as a man of bufincf>; but 
he was not prepated to go the length of ^ fraudulent,” as 
ihted in the original motion. 

The Houfe divided— 

jiyeSf (for the previous Queflion) 109 

MeSf (for the original Refolution) 24 

Majority-t 85 

The Houfe divided on the fecond Refolution—.#' 

Aytt^ 8 

108 


Majority, zoo 

A debate took place on a.point of order. Sir Wtttiam 
Young had called for the divifidn, and that the Ayes fhould go 
out, but he did not go out himfelf, which Mr. Grey thought 
diforderly, and a very pointed converfation took place. T'he 
matter was at laft fettled by the Speaker—and the other orders 
of iffie day being difpo&d of, the Houfe adjourned. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

TusdaY, March f* 

The Innkeepers* Bill, and Newfoundland Judicature Bill, 
were read a third time, and palled. 

The pleadings on the Scots Appeal, Merfer Ogilvie, 
were concluded, and judgment pafled, affirming the decree of 
the Court of Seffion. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

7 uefdayy March l. 

A meffage from the I.ords informed the Houfe of the jKiffing 
of the Newfoundland Judicature Bill, without amendment. 

Mr. Dent gave notice, that on Monday fe’nnight he would 
move for a committee of the whole Houfe, to confidcr of the 
propriety of a tax on dogs. 

General Smith moved, that there be laid licfore the Houfe an 
account of the quantity of corn and flour imported into Great 
Britain in the month of February, with the names of thofe who 
claim the bounty, and the ports at which the entries have been 
made. Ordered. 

Mr. Hobart moved for leave to bring in a bill for indemni¬ 
fying perfons, in certain cafes, who have negle«Sh;d to qualify 
for certain offices. 

Alderman. Lujhlngton brought up a petition from the mailer 
lightermen againll the wet docks, and another to the fame 
efFetit from the fociety of ticket-porters j both of wfa^h were 
ordcr.ed to be laid upon tlie table. 

relief and employment of the poor, 

A 

The Chancellor cf the Exchequer faid, he rofe in confequence 
of the notice he had given, merely to move for leave to bring 
in a bill to amend and enforce the exifting laws for the better 
rdief and employment of the pour. He bad Rated on a former 
occafiun the grand outline of his plan j and he did not then 
mean to trouble the Houfe with any particular fuggeftions. 
Well aware that fo exteiifive and complex a fubjeft required 
the moft deliberate and complete difeuffion that the fulleft at» 
tendance could give it, he was far from fuppofing that any 
thing he could fuggeft was fufficient to determine gentlemen 
on a queflion that dcnianded deliberate conflderatiun and ma¬ 
turity of refledfion, after colle£ling every poffible information. 
Such being his ideas, he only wimed for leave to lay on the 
• table the frame and provifions of a bill, anxious to have the 
benefit pf ill ffie fuggeftions and abilities which gentlemen 

' could 
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could appljr to it in every ftage of its progrefs. He was far 
from meaning to pledge any part of the Houfe to any precife 
provtiions or opinion^; he only wanted to throw the bulinefs 
into a cOneife point of view, on the principles he had already 
ftated. The bill would be introduced before Eafter, when he 
would move to'have it read and committed fro forma, and then 
printed, to give time and opportunity during (he recefs, for 
gentlemen to give it full con/ideraiion and thence enable them* 
felves to gain further improvements. He then moved for 
leave to bring in a bill to amend and enforce the exifting laws 
for the -more eifetSlual relief and employment of the poor. 

Leave was given ; dnd the Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. 
Ritier, and Mr. Douglas, were appointed to prepare and bring 
in the bill. 

MICH PRICE OF CORN. 

The Houfe rcfolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houfe on the high price of corn, Mr, Hobart in the chair. 

Mr. Lechmere lofe for the purpofe of propofing thofc mea- 
fures of which he had given notice. He faiJ, thdt at a time 
wfari) the diftre^ of the poor, through the incrcafing price of 
pidvifions, were heightened by the late feveiity of the weather, 
jt vi^s importarl to devife feme remedy againft the evil, and 
thofe two confiderutions impelled him to come forward on the 
Dccsdkm. In his mmil, the caufes of the diftiels were to be 
found in theconrolid.ition of large farms, combinations among 
nealmen, millets, and merchants, and in ihort by monopuHes 
of every kind. The grand remedy for this would be, to make 
foaie regulation to prevent the exportation of corn and flour, 
which he believed prevailed at this very time. 

Mr. Lechmere read extradL of letters, ftated by him to 
have been received from all parts of the kingdom, fiiew« 
ing'the mode of exporting corn to Guernfey and Jerfey, 
and the manner in which his own exertions to remedy 
|be VcaVcity that prevails, were approved of. One of the 
extraOs, dated Hants, Nov. 8, j 795, ftated that every for t 
of gr(iin was c:morted, under pretence of going to Jerfey 
andCuetnfey. Tiiefe cargoes of corn wens taken to foreign 
port^ and afterwards came back j no fort of enquiry was 
made as to the place where the corn was difpofed of, and if 
they never came back, it was fuppofed they were taken by 
the ineAty. One gentleman informed him, that he had met, 
in SbiTex, fevcral carts and waggons full of corn, by night, 
^oing'tbthc fea-coafts, to be exported This fort of combi* 
nai^ and monopoly therefore called loudly for the interfeience , 
<4!paifllament, to meliorate the hard condirion of the labouring 
Aoor^' It wasi he faid, impoffiblc for the cottager, circum- 
^ ‘ • ftauced 
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fiancpd as hd is, to have any of the comfort? or many of the 
ncceffariei of hfe, while tho diabolical fyftem of monopoly 
prevailed. This idea, which he long linoe entertaiiied, was 
confirmed to him by ^e (uggefiions of many who were maf- 
ters of the iabje(^. There was, he was perfumed, no adnal'. 
or teal fcarcity.—The alarm of fcarcity was induftriotifly 
fptead abroad by the farmers and corn-jobbers, the blood- 
fuckers of the people. It was a mere bugbear to impofe oit, 
the nation. No longer fince than the preceding Saturday* 
the coachman of Mrs. Harrifon, refident in Grofvenor-ftjuare, 
he faid, came to him, with a quarter peck of as fine, as full* 
and as good coloured wheat as ever he faw, and a fmali bunch 
of unthreflied wheat: this the man declared he got from one 
trufs of firaw. If thi.*; was the cafe, it was plain that much 
wheat was left in the firaw; and hence the farmer muft be 
negligent how his corn was chrefhed, and that at once ac¬ 
counted for the apparent and proved that there was no real 
fcarcity. It was the ufage in Middlefex Ibr the farmers to. 
have their corn threfhed by tafk-work, at fo much per 
trufs. Thus it became the labourer’s interefl to have as many 
trufira as he could, and, in order to make out the number* 
he left corn in the ftraw: if it were even threflied by the 
bulh<d it would be all the fame; In that cafe the labourer 
would try to have as many bufhels as pofiible j and confe- 
quently would leave much grain in the ilraw* Upon the 
whole, fome regulation ought to be made to have all thp gradn 
threfhed out.—There was an alarming lofs, according to the 
calculation he made from the 3ib. and two ounces or wheat 
which was threfhed by Mrs. Harrifon’s man from one trufs of 
' ftraw. Calculating according to that, a quantity of wlwat 
equivalent to thirty quartern loaves in every load of ftraw 
was brought to market. To prevent monopolies, he fug- 
gelled, that as there are two overfeers at prefent in every 
country parilh, there Ihould be two corn-infp^ors appointed, 
who fhould deliver in, every year, at the end of the harveft, 
an exadl account of the produce of each farm in the parilh. 
This proceeding coUld excite no jealouly, as ail the farmers 
in the parilh would be obliged to accept the office in their 
turn. Of all the pelts with which fociety was infefled, job¬ 
bers were, he faid, the moft troublefome. It was to jobbers 
in cattle that the prefent hi^h price of butchers meat was >,to 
be aferibed, and jobbers in corn produced the fbarcify com¬ 
plained oh He had heard that the cattle-jobbers go as far as 
200 miles from town to intercept the cattle Coming to the 
Lon 4 on marketi aad that before they teach Smithfield, they. 

' ' ' have 
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have pafled through no lefs than fix or fcvcn hands, all of whom 
have confidcrable profits. Corn, he had no doubt, was fore- 
fialled in a fimilar manner. Coal-faSors were not allowed to 
be coal-dealers, and he faw no reafon why the fame prohibi¬ 
tion IboulJ not extend to corn-faflors, and that every perfon 
who wifhed to become a corn-dealer fiiould be obliged to lake 
out a licence. Since taxes muft be paid, let them rather be 
paid by the rich and opulent dealer, than fcrewed from the hafd 
Lands of the working poor. 

Mr. Lechmere faid, a plan had been propofed to him by a 
rrfpe£lab!e clergyman, that a regular excife fhould be taken of 
all the flour bought by each corn-dealer; and that he fhould 
not be permitted lo buy up more graio or flour until he fhould 
have fold four-fifths of his ftock in hand. Another circum- 
fiance he wifhed to call the attention of the Committee to. 
Was the manner of felling corn by fample. This abominable 
trick, he faid, he knew to be praiSifed in different parts of the 
country. The ufual way was, for the farmer to produce at 
inarket to the dealer a fmall bag with a handful of corn, and 
iHus he difpofed of what he had at home. If a poor man came 
to this fatmer, and afkcd h'm to fell him a bufhi;! of wheat, he 
would refufe; though the poor man fhould tell him, that un- 
Icfs he had it, he and his family muft ftarve. What he would 
pnopofe as a remedy for this, was a law, that no lefs than a 
Dii&el fhould be expofed to falc at market, and that the filler, 
'in cafe he did not difpoft of ir, fhould not be fufFered to take 
'if home; but that it fhould be marked, ftored in the market- 
bbulc, and fold out as occafion might require, at the market 
price, to the poor. 

■ He further wifhed that there fhould be a hand-mill in every 
parifh for the convenience of the poor grindine their fmall 
quantities without expence, and that there ftiourd likewife be 
an oven for baking it when ground. With regard to the 
grand point of the expoi ration of corn, he would propofe that 
when fliips were freighted to Guernfey and jerfey, or coaft- 
ways, the captains fhould be obliged to give a certificate that 
they had landed the cargo to its proper deftination, under the 
-ieverefl: penalties in cafes of fraud and dilbbedience. His mo¬ 
tives in introducing thefe confiderations, and the fubjedl in 
general to the Home, were he faid from a fincere defire to al- 
lesdate the diflrcfles of the poor; that no man was more an 
•' enemy to diforder and cor.fiifion, of belter attached to the 
'‘fcOnliituiion, but he venerated the labouring poor as tile fi- 
’ wews and nerves of the community; on. their ftrength and 
v^ifferous exertions and induftry all other •orders of men .were 

principally 
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■wife. five <e||^x children, cooudeno^Wt^ ^ 

^'ililleVd jnice, of bread. ’Fcw'merly die^Qoiirt^. 
to’here ionrie meat witfibis bread* .now he lebuli^ 
itiiag b«iid» end even not any thing li^e « 

<}uanti^ of that for his own fufienance ana that 
ly. He defertded h>s conduit in xefpeft to Ae fu% ^ - 
treating o|& from any imputation tp excite dlfcpntdpt} 
wilh. yvas tp allay Ac mimes of the poor* and to rendm Ah^ 
contented, by prcvmg that every exertion was made to im¬ 
prove Aeir fituatitm. He then moved, That Ae Chatr- 
** man be Aroflcd to move the Hopfe for leave tp bring in a 
** Bill to prevent Ac exportation of corn; and alto one^tP 
** wevent the fejlmg of corn by fample* * 

Mr. ^ am^t rofe tc fecond Ae motion; and began ^ts 
%ech wiA eXpAffing his regret, that a iitbje^ fb cxtAmdl’ 
important Aould not have attraiSied a more ttama^iam ^endu 
vnpe, and ehatf Ae efiertt of the bonourab^ inover,^ 
to am objeft the higheft national concern, 
ocKvethd ttitention which they feemed to,defflrve. . 

.ehen wene mmy points in whidh he agreed »^r A Ae h^^tdiycar 
.ble genjAMinuH there were f<»Qc parts of hi$ 

«whidi hs felt himCslf dd^ofed fomcwhat A differ witlh him 
opinion. From Aat drmMROcc of ifeniiment, hpweveir, ,afid 
even out of Ae contraA£iion$ of Aofe, who wer^ itneem^ 
defirous, to promote the fame obje£i, and anxious A co{le^ 
levery potti of pOiBble infomsation. Tome g^ n;iigh£,ajcd^, as 
truA was A bo ftr«ch out by colhfion. Thp remit of Acir 
> enquiries might add (bmething to the fiisch of knowledge hf 
Aofe who weiA engaged ui niore elaborate and C^ttenfiv e re- 
fearches; and th«r limited or jamng vieyvs a^ght enable per- 
Ans of more e^hgl^cd aqd comprebci^e n^nds to ior^ a 
‘’more perfe^ and M^fa^y cocclufion, There w 
•on wAoh he moft ceb^^y agreed, namely, 
taking thepoer out of (^0 hAds of the null^ . 
tbeA in oppotbfnity of finding foe Aemfelves; but on 
particular topio he Aculd lay mpre hereafter. ^ 

The hof)oiinAle>gendompn had mended qipe wogpiai^t 
tk arcflrbtuAd* fiat fin AwAing out cme tiSrfL.a 
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not perdtfe from tbr extent of ^ capjita4 which he 




ful- -. 

14^ molt be ipeedy and meyttable ruuo. 

^ proof of the rntf^ief pf large fatons and of the tenancy 
y[iu<A fhey had to utcreaie the evil of a Icarcity. Ag^mg* 
hoty^gver, With the borioMrable goatlemao on this point* he 
wa& npt equally prepared to lay that the rxiftence of jobbers 
was altogether mirduevout. He did not know whether* 
!^aa Wipg regarded aa Injurious to interpolators ^ey were 
tipt rather to be confidered as conveoieot agents for IceepUig 
qp the commutuaauon between the maijcets and the farmers* 
' tEanfoutting fuj^he^ from one part of tbe country to an* 
ir. ],ie hUid Arpng doubts whether Ip this point of view 
y ought pot <!W?o^g<$d as iai|^l agents^ and whether 
thur^uiihty mighti^ ^ ftill forther improved bT the adoption 
judicious f^RU|0nep At all events* be caunoned tbe 

the danger of running in with papular pre* 
,ii on tjul iubjea. 

nder the name of jobbery a cry ifa 0 tX be railed agatoft an 
ii^V^duals whofe fervtces wefO} in fa£tt extremely beneficiat 
to tne community. An innocent* and even mentonpus cha* 
caller* b^ome the vidim of ralh calumny and un* 

mwved Qdium> As a proof of the mikhief of laiqge farms*, 
Miv,l'rancis mentioned, that a fmell farm on bis eitatt faihng 
vi)Cdiat, a perfun who rented a Urge farm applied to be tanant* 
and foupd means to gtt it into bis hands. He paid a I’betai 
rent, ^d perhaps comd aftord it better than a poorer man* 
whme pecedity woMlji have fliotulated him to greater peifonal 
cferi(,mns. But wbitt was the confefiHenge f The houfe ott 
the l^rm* the out-houfes* and the ah ii ^ ida of induAry m tbe 


netghbourhood, vrm fuf{orJ8d fo fw Into a fiate of divide 
1190 and decay. Vpen to a judiCieas finend, who 




conduct iojuit aiw^ rem tp 
nd the m^ttjrlyto of iadttflry thenetfh* 

,W»<h refbw dbe egimitl«iiMl<uf hstfi;® quanti* 
Ifp bqpg epgi^fd' by rhi fa«m«srs, Jbe dad tme knisav 
any precaution of ihal fort was pcrmcipus. It 

imqueftion* 



/ 

U} WOOD!ALL’S PAALUMEMTARIf RSPORTS. »5y 

re^uiiite to h»vo fome H’ocic on snd if it 
could be 4iflinenien^inana^t it tp hav^ 

publip aug;Bz«acs. coniixSii of hutfimi ik^ in'bolding 
a largi qwaRtitjr ioiinir own hands, fefvod'^’^ibnie iort to 
anfwtx the purpofe of a oiagssine. And (b wf a;* * it hadf this 
eii^, it was that very cortdmft, which, if adoptbd^ in ail^ 
other governraent, tbar^goweminent ou^ht to encdufit|e Artd 
proteQi, But the objeft which he had moft at heart, and 
which W chie^y induced htm to rife, related <o the grinding 
of corn. 

The tnlichief to the poorer claves, in this view of the fub« 
j^,.aro(h, ootib much from the bato-s tmd ianoers, as ftdor 
the mefltnen and millets. One criterion from which he 
judged^ was, that lie had not heard that farmeA and bakers 
acqiured large fortunes from the {ircdits of ifaeir buiiners; in 
Cadthe hardlv knew one inftaoce of a rich baker. I'he mll> 
Icrs-werq Ihofe who chiefly bcnefitftd: out of iixty-two potmdi 
pf graiij, «hey resumed only fartjr.^tx of fltw t Avowing one 
pound this AiifletfeA conQderablbp#QjtiiliN| 9 ^ which 

they eoittmed tp get flwpihemfdvts, ei^crdrw paeans of falfo 
weighv Wider pretteipe of ton. By he remarked, 

that this^a^ice ought for ever to be ahoilKbfed, *l'he miU^ 
ought sot^i^hc permitted to exaS; payment: fbr hts fabohr Ih 
kind. It 4^as an opening for eyety qiecies of abufe andfrapd 
they ought to receive th^ pajit^ht In money according to 
number of bufhels. He nwgi^ p cimumflance which, h) his 
opinton, was exceedingly improve, and called for inquiry: 
in (bmepart of the country, hebeiieved in D<ufet(hire, One 
pcrlon onteed the following charaiSters: farmer, mealman, 
milier, baker, and merchant. Such an union of occupations 
atforded an oppeWtututy for very unfair adventages. Some re¬ 
gulation ought to be adopted, compelling Um millers to take 
only money, and to give a more exai^ return of the grain put 
ipto iheir hamku Ac prefent by the eicpwriOe of milling the 
grain shat ooA ooiy ^496. was fwelled up to the extravagant 
pnceof 80s. Thaebti(pti|MW he Wifhed to fave to the pobr, 
andibr.tbe purpoie 4uh»dd«tDifl fisnuld he procured, Which 
could be worked by men or women, or tWen children. In 
India he had frOquenily witntflTed com ground by the 
At the door of mrecy houAL> men, women,«<k«td tfen chil^l^nb 
were to be feen grindhig ewn wjih tbO greatcil eafc. Omild 
the praaice bp ad«k|oad in this eouhtry, St would fare to the 
poor the whole of bieUftt profiw whith Were now- en-' 

gwifled by^ nhUbs. jWU, Franoieread a letter contaifiirtg' 
> *> X. 1 a ’ » ' , a de» 
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& defcfr|;l^illi of the handririill otnpliE^ed be. 

alfo a fiwaiiVodeJ or the table. * - ^ 

Tbe defcNf^cion was as jbllows: 

isconffitutfitibif tvw) circular horliohtal ftowasfsrttigh on, the infide, and 
under one the moft weighty, in order io them fte^y in circuUtions 

their cleufity amd diameter, being rendered commenfurate to the £z^e and iirength 

^ ^ I k * 

of the perfon, whether man, woman, or child, who U to work thrtn-rjhe upper 
ilonemovcj verticaiiy loofc on the ax!$, to yield a cavity, iufllicle^tty capacious, 
for the reecpdoi^dE ditftreat (juanti^ and quoktles cS grain ; the hole> <m each 

‘ , I . ^ • ‘ • / ' 

fide of the (uroc, are for to the ice4, taken from a mdafoit, t 

w^ifin reach of,Uae othex hand, through thuVe ;apertum, thcvgraio./alls hctWBi»t 
the Aonec; the handle -is placed as difiant as poHibJe from t^e centre, wfaclUtate, 

4 k *>, , 

as wejii^'^as to ^cceUeratc the rotatory motion. 

'2n Tai 4 Du$ ttconomieal trades, and Irgifladvc dlfculBonfi-^relative tD'prorifidns 

+ * 

recQ^ly given to the piAiic, frequent ;eprefeiitadons arc erblinted' of frauds per* 

^ exceeding detdmentofthe poorj a.dlfbibu^l&A^therefoiie, 
ofthjsJit^jc rteseb^nc. or nf ore of fimUar ceoftrudion, on any det^, 

amohg 'the mdigidl^^adddabarious riailbs of'ihBi;difttnanity, bf 

laOded property, ■ m '^“ttohoufts of lnduftry> h^|ht conduce/ pipobiblj, 'fe ^ir 
immedxatehtfho.^iaipoitft^^fubGfience, and cvcnr^al and 

f I . * I ’ ' ■‘5 '' I 

fodt - V, ^ ' ■■ •' 

^»<y£hnfa1af»:utiohQr them imay'bc Ifendcred cheap, by ufing thevU'wm^down 
ftftni^sof wine, t-Tater, Or crtherlaige^is^^ 

;S|^b .3 machine if inttc^uted. fito cotnmpn ufe, ;Wpuld be 
atteni^ed - with the greatcil advantage, an 4 faye the poor a 

f re^t deal.of what tiwy now pay to the mtUer. Such;* apii^l], 
^r. Francis (aid, might be intr<»duced in all villages, at aa, 
expence of fourteen or fifteen fhiTlings. It could be managjtd 
vyitb the greateft e^f by children, who had nothing elfe to do, 
who might thus grind a fufEcient quantity of grain for, the 
confumption of the family. In addition to .this mill, he fhould 
p<opo(b to have, i^ jOVCjry village, a public balce-.houfe, which 
would alfo he to them a circuasftajw*; faving. 

He concluded with returnmg d»a*dt 5 ^ to hUylionourahle friend, 
for the attention he had 0iewh in .Ww^g forward this fub- 

, Mr. Foivys (kid, the ho^noujrable ^opwder of the motion had 
already ftated many re|,fons for d^^ting froia the propofals of 
tbeboiriQurable gctitlen^. ,|Ie agfced that was improper 
td^ftigmatife perfoijs who wcrq really ufu^.^ thecomm^ity, 
,l;(i^aufe pdpufar odium ,vi^,foq^dt^ hMheit fijWa* 

,. Ife bejicyed tohjoaotiyes of the; bfi^bpf»hlfr geHtie-., 
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roan weregaasd** but he believed the efFeiJl of bis jpifoliofals was 
to produce difcontent. They went to iut artificial 

fcarcity exiftcd, and,::^^t it was' pu/Tibie ttt vrfert^e’the evil; 
an opinion that was^^ifiuft, and might lead .ti^. faCftI confe- 
quences. The peojde mould taught to feel. thtf ejiFe.dts .o|f 
the feafon, and mould be informed, that parliament was, yfingj 
its utihofi endeavours to alleviate the diftrelles that were Ukeljr 
to occur from the failure of the wheat harveft. The honour¬ 
able member rnuft haveflmt his eyes to the fai^ls of what oc¬ 
curred on the Committee of the ttoufe of Commons, when 
he fiated that the fcarcity was artificial and fiiStitiouS, arifing"' 
from a Combination of the farmers and dealers in corn. Tlie 
public ftiould look to what the legiflatufc had done, and was 
doing ; both Houfes of Parliament had fet an example, which, 
if followed up, would, he had no doubts relieve the fcarcity 
In an extraordinary degree, until the return of the next har- 
vefi. ' Tjjie'tncafure recommended by the honourable membCf;, 
with re;lJ»e(9tito preventing the miller from taking tbii, and the 
fuggeftion that the miller ttught to receive money as a ful^t- 
tute, tjvas.a matter which)'if. the f&noumbie^ gentleman ,bad ' 
attended, would have httown the cqr^ittee above flairs., 
had already taken into it’s confideration ; the exportation <rf 
cofn, and, the confequences of felling by fiimple) fw 
alfo have found had engaged mucfe.pf, their attemion, , 

Mr. Rofe faid, that he rofe merely to fet the Houfe right 
upOn^biie propofition of the'Wonddrable gentleman who tlfihde 
the motitih. It wa.s actually a part of the law already; for, 
by the ftartrte of 13 Ch. IJ. it was piovitled, that when cotta 
was carried edaftways, the taiafier of the vcflirl dmiiU give 
fecority todcHver the wbolfe cargn at a fpeerfied port. This 
laVv was carried into execution, with the greatjeft flriStiefs arid 
rigburi in the following ifiariner. The cofn’is’ihipped tnihe 
prefence trf officers, and the collcftor of the port to viiiich it 
is Cohfigned fees that the vidiole quantity is..landed"; and if the 
ve^l does not jirriv^^aria land fhe ’ Cbm in fix months, the .' 
bond of fecuritytfftied 'u^cdi'j' and in many thou fand cales,' 
he dedired; he' did 'hot?ldioW oriC inflaince ‘ of illega), fraudu¬ 
lent exportation of corn. , 1' 

With fCfpeS to what hid beienflittd of the ruppliesient jro, 
the iflands of Jeffey and Gi^mfey, it nevei* amounted to tahfe" 
than.9,50oquari5ert^ aid could t^ly be’fhlppedf at South^rnp- 
ton, which, froin'l^ aeal of the port bfficefs, he vVas firmly 
peffuaded) w«s ncirigi''frabdalenfly'acb^ded.* * Tfroufands'of 
Oprtfficates tod, >'1116^^ faid,- becri rocttii^ Of the'officers’ given 
to thft captains of corn veilels, engaged in the, corn trade coaft- 

ways ; 
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ways y «(nd if the captains declined doing their, in ex¬ 
hibiting‘iheir Icj^ documcijjsi they were liableijO'^an aition in 
thc'E!ix:bequcr. .. 

Mr. Rofe concluded with faying, not q^eftion the 

honourable mover's motive?, but lamtrtKd that the honour- 
s^le gentleman had notemplpyed five minutes in ioolcjng into 
ttattjte i»ook, and be would have feen that the law was plain 
and Obvious, He therefore hoped that he would not.^rfift in 
his motion. •, , 

. Mr. JVilberforce he had received many letters ftom his 
cbnftltuents in YorldlEitc, complaining of the exportation ,of 
(^n. 'This circumllanj^ce he repre Tented to government, and 
dlfcoyered that the reprefentations for the moft part procee^e^ 
frqni error, , He agreed with his honourable friend (Mr. 
]?o^Vys) that if the hormurable member v/ho made the motion 
dttertiled thecommittee above ftairst, whwehfi might have 
his ideas, be need not have had recour^vto -that-fort 
OT qetlarqation ih patliament, which was mon?to raife 
a fe^rit of lealpujfy in the people, allay their diSre^s. It 

was“" -L/’—'.-j- ic—..—.I- 

air 
no 

C^feftly he’had a variety pf b 

c^flantly i and the hono^ble member who fpoke lati, 
thdqgh hill more employcdj^ jga.ye every alfiTlancc to the pre-, 
fen't' inquiry of parliament, whhfe phief objedi was that of 
adoptingfuch proceedings as tnighr, in A great meafufe, occa- 
fibn the corn at prdent in the country, to lalt yvith frugality, 
tittthe next harveft. ' / 

Mr. CurwenisA^t he thought the propofitions of the ho¬ 
nourable member .who made the motipin deiprved praijd;, and 
w|ie lit' a great, meafure fubftantiated. by thpfe, by whom be 
vfdS^'itiempied tp 'be anfsveied- tie was of opvp'ion, that 

irtS 

m 

kV-X 

a combination of.^v^, .tp Rhhf vidiims. In 

thSs yrew he,ccin^d*rd^-pomhina5|^> ,^d l^irge f*rms. The 



Ittbuld fae put an that’muatibxi in tvhtcb they coulu liy^ pyr . 

their 
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rhcir fndaf^ji^.and fupport themfclvcj in iiidepcndcBtCe. He, 
hoped that was^part of the plan which the Chancellor of the 
Kxchequerhad anno«p(&4 that night, and were it C^irried into 
cxecutioijj he had no'^dp^'it, thegreatfert advantages .might be 
expected to refult frorti it. Mr. Ct^rvven concTudc^l. by re¬ 
peating what he afl'erted on a former night, that the price of 
meal ihould be regulated by the price of grain, from whence lit 
was produced. 

Mr. I'Filherforce faid a few words in explanation. 

General Smith defended the. Committee, and malntaine<i 
that no gentlieman ought to be reprehended for itating his fen- 
ti'tncnts before parliament, in his legiftative capacity. He at- 
t ended the committee above itairs, but no gentleman, he con¬ 
tended, who did not, Ihould be cenlured lor giving every in¬ 
formation to the Houfe on i'o important a queftion. He firm¬ 
ly bel'evecl, that-there was a combination between the miller, 
the farmer,' aftd perhaps the merchant, otherwife there coul4 
not be that^traordinary rife m the price of corn, which had 
taken place Within the laft week. When gentktntftt acknow¬ 
ledged that they received nUihberlcfs •letters .complaining of aa 
illegal expdrrWibn of corn,’ he infiiftcd that there was mqch 
round for fwfpicion ; and he did not think, tfiat apy , thing 
faid that evCnlng was likely to produce a ferment in the minds 
of the public. ,, 

General Tarletan declared his«pmion was, thafthe honour¬ 
able member who m.adc the motiop, was entitled to the thanks 
of the Houfe, as the more the matter was invefligated, the 
better. The jobbers in corn,, he verily believed, were the 
caufe of the prefent high price of bread, which .every gentleman 
of feeling and philantbrophy miift deplore. 

Mr. Buxton declared, he dilapproved of large farms, but 
he was, neverthclefs, averfe to curing that evil by. legiflative 
interference. If fuch a meafure were adopted, many farmers 
vrho polTclIed Cxtenflve tradts, which were alone confined to 
tillage, would, fay having them parcelled out among others, 
not grow near the quantity of grain. The lubjed of threftx- 
ing had been before the committee j and it appeared, that 
there weresalready laws to puiiifh the labourer for fraud in that 
department of labour. Thc.honoarable.movcr had talked , of 
one {billing a dajr wages, , ife could ayfef, tbat^ in iSfoffcdk, 
the wages of labot^ms- wre*;inot''Jefs that cighteeu-pcnce’a 
<l.iy. And fo farfr^ apy difeontent prevailing'there, that 
he had received leUets l|^n|; Hie Very fevetfe. MV. Bux¬ 
ton concluded by jfnoviijg,; ** That chairmait do leave the' 
chaia’’ 

Mr. 
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Mr. Jli^xintin ’rofe to notice what he bad cQ^ejived to be 9 
the ftateencftt «f Mr, Lechmcre^, rcfpr^ 
the fl^ce of laboor in Wjptcefterflhir^v in that 

qwhwr ceminly. received conhd^i^lli^filore tbai^ a flitHing 
Sim, Ntjtodf was, he f^id, ny^^aaxitxas that he was 
himfeifta concur inevcrjKiproiio&ioa for the relief of the poor, 
hue froai -what he had heard .thatnight, he fhnuld be induced to 
withhold his (upport from the motion, as he underltood that 
they were doin" every thing above flairs which could faeprac> 
ticably eff^uaT for the obje<il in. view. 

h/h. Leebmer^ iaid,'that fince the committ«; had fat, no 
one flep was taken to alleviate the diihefles of the poor. He 
nihantap refledlion on tne committee, and difclaimed any in* 
tentiOn cf infiaming the public mind ; no man was a greater 
cnwiiy to pitblic outrage; nor had he ever courted popoWity at 
expence of the public peace. He held a J^ter in his hand, 
dated in the month of November, which ftated, that confi- 
dfendde quantities of corn had been exported frqm .^^^qipeth and 
Rndbridge^'to the coafl of France. This lett^. ;^d other 
be dubtnitted to the Oticninittee; they '^c not, how¬ 
ever; attefidedi!to,..and.he»’as ttcaiM* with negjle£^'^.^ that be 
Md no others xitentiMdve. than .to . Ining fqrwar^ Xa.he 'had a 
xight^td^ do aa.Xs-s»afly!r ef ptrlia^nt, fuch ptopofltions as 
Ijc^abneeived would be:u,&fu) in the^great cooncil of the na- 
#ch «x>ixiu£l towniecK. him, he thought, was, no great 
•hfemirageinent to induce htm togive that attendance, of the 
wmt of which an honourShle.gentleman had .been plealed to 
oomptiiif). . 

- \&xe,Huffey laid, that the hhiKiiurable mover,,bad ro^ioned 
many things which he very mt^ approved ; bqc as there was 
smthhing matured in the form of his motion, or (pecific in its 
(dlfed^, he coufd not give it his fupport. It had been £ittd, 
diat there did not real fcarcity; on this fubje^ he 

AiPutd give no opinion. . It furely was a queflion, iipwever, 
ttdiioh ooght not ;to be left in -uncertainty. There was fome 
way or .other of deterfobtiogit, and means ought to tut ^medi¬ 
ately mteten; in order to afl:main,j| fiomtof fo much import¬ 
ance, as vb-hedKtr tiw fedfeity was. real or artilBcial. If the 
£rarcity^a$ found to bts^real, xhe loyalty and goodfenfeof the 
peo;^ of Hngiiuid w^iidd^' di]^;x^ to fubmit tq .t|: in 
patteoce. ^ it refteef^witft'govekh^tetft Id inflitute the iny/^J- 
gation. With ee^^ to wbatli^ been, ftated pn the Xubjed^ 
gllkrxportation. :fo Gtwnmfey, dec. be jliwd in. the netghbuur- 
MOd {f Somhamptmi, and iu^tH-c the^ppujitry, thej)eo- 

(here tad faegaucry miBcli^aiafai^ at tbesliM’gpe^uantity of 
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grain brought to Southampton for the purpofe of being ex¬ 
ported. An honourable gentleipan had faid, that by law only 
9,500 quarters could beexported to jerfey and Guernfey, but. 
this did not preclude more from being fent out of the country, 
on pretence of being fent there, if fubmitted to the infpeiStioa 
of the proper officers ; and though he could not produce evi¬ 
dence of the faft at the bar, he bad every reafon to believe, 
that a much larger quantity had adlually been exported from 
Southampton. 

Mr. Buxton he was extremely forry that an idea 
had gone abroad, that the fcarcity was not real. He re¬ 
marked, that the returns from the Lord lieutenants with re- 
fpc(Sl to the ftate of the harveft in the country, were generally 
unfavourable; and that, at any rate, as from the piefiure of 
fcarcity, wc had begun with the laft crop, two months before 
the ufual time, there muft, at any rate, be a deficiency of thofc 
two months. 

Mr. W. Smith faid, that the refult of every enquiry which 
he had made, he had more and more reafon to lament that 
the fcarcity was real, and that the produce of laft year’s crop 
fell far (hort of the. average crop oi the country. If there¬ 
fore, we were to continue to exhauft our wheat in a lavilh 
manner, without any regard to the deficiency of the ftock in 
hand, the confequence muft be a real fcarcity. One ufcfui 
eftedt of the high price of flour had been to diminilb the con- 
fiitnption, and in order to remove to a ftill greater diftance the 
jjeriod of a£lual fcarcity, it was of the utmoft importance to 
imprefif upon the minds of the incredulous a firm conviclion of 
the in<mediate and prelltng ncceffity for adopting every poffible 
irconomical regulation. A great number of the poor were, 
as he believed, erroneoufly peifuaded that the fcarcity arofe 
from the prevalence of monopoly, and that the ftate of the 
markets was to be afcrihed to the conduit of the farmer in 
hoarding up a quantity of grain, in order to enhance the 
price. A perfou who was converfant with the poorer dal’s of 
the community, had told him the other day, that their lan¬ 
guage on the prcfentoccafion was, “ that they were labour¬ 
ing under great diftrefies, and that if thefe were not foon re¬ 
medied, they would bear them no longer.” He took that 
opportunity to reprefent to the perlbn to whom he alluded, the 
ncceffity of urging and maintaining the impropriety and abfur- 
dity of fuch language, its inefficacy to proem c any relief un¬ 
der the aduat prefiure, and its dangerous tendency to the 
peace of the country, in Hertfordihire, the common people 
had an idea, that the mills were kept at work foi giivcrn- 

VoL. ilL 1796. M m meat. 



A 

s6£ WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commoks; 

ment. It was di/HcuIt to underftand what they mrant by 
this j the uneafinefs they cxprelled on ihc fubjeJS- however, 
fufficientjy lliewcd that they entertained a iiifpifion rf i uiic 
unfair dealing. It was, therefore, of iJie uimoiKonk'qnc. cc: 
to give them the molt convincing evidence, that the Icaicity 
proceeded from a real dtficiency of the haiveft, and that no 
cfFeilual remt^dy could be found for the evil, except by a u m- 
porary abfiinence from the ufe of wheat, iii the fume propor¬ 
tion as before- 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer that in amfequenreof 
what had paffed in the cemmittee,’ it was ncccliary tor him lo 
make a few obfervatlons ; and firif, he mull oblervc, that as 
to what had been faid by an honourable gentlensan (Mr, 
Hufley), with regard to the exportation of grain to Guern- 
fey and jerfey, that more had been exported thither chan nir.c 
thoufand five hundred quartets, which was the quaiuity al¬ 
lowed by law, he was not aw'are that any beyond that quantity 
could have been fo ex|>orted, except for rne ui’e of his Majel- 
ty’s troops that might be ftationed in thofc ifl.utds; nor was 
that any thing material enough in amount to have any confi- 
derabie efiecf on this comr ry. But what was the amount, un¬ 
der thcle t iicumftances, beyond tile quantsty which was 
otherwife al'iuwed by law to be exported to thofe iflands, he 
could i.ot With regajd lo the general idea of exj.orfa- 

tion, he muif obferve, as had been al.'^ady ftated by his hr- 
nourablc hicnd, that there were )awN in force to rcj^uIkU: tiint 
exportation, as adequate tothefubicct ii< any thing that ii;:d 
beeii offered to the committee that day j nor had there been 
any remiilhefs on the part of government, in feeing that fuch 
laws fliould be execuud ftridtJy. If any honourable gentle¬ 
man of that Houfe, or any other gentleman in the country, 
could Ihcw hovw thrd'i" lavvs could be belter tr.forced, he could 
not do a brticT fcr\icc to his country than by fbiing It : not 
only on account .of the prevention ot illicit exporiatitm itfelt., 
but for removing the mn'chicvous and m'ftnken impreifio/js 
which prevailed on that head. It was of fome aJvarnuge that 
the country ih uld know they had grounds to diftruft the im- 
prcflions which had been made upon the fubjeif; that there had 
been a willing and vigilant execution ol the laws which limits 
the cxporttacion of corn ; all this vvas cicarJy proved by the 
ilareoient of bis iionourabic fj iend/ 

Firlt, he muft obfcrvc, that great pains had already been 
^l^kenui colIfiJl local inioriuatiou on the fubjtcl, and to cum- 
s,parc bt-fultof communications from cifi'cicnt qu.'ficrs, in 
orilerthat the committee might lorm an opinion, and make a 

itericial 
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gcnci al abrt:ra«El to be fubmitted to the Honfo, »f the average 
llate of the country, upon the quantity of corn. 'I'his nad 
been done. What more could be done, without great public 
danger, without great private inconvenience, without excit¬ 
ing general alarm (all which would tend toobftrudt, inllead of 
aiding the real objedt,' he was at a loft to imagine. He knew 
ot no other mode to obtain information upon this fubjefl:, 
except that of compelling all fadtors, the dealers in corn, tht 
mil!er=, the mcalmcn, the farmers to give up their iiock to the 
infpedtion of officers to be appointed for that purpofe. That 
would, he thought,' be impradlicable, if attempted, and 
attempting it might be attended with the worft imaginable 
cunfequences; i>y it a fpirit of alarm would be r; iled, that 
might lead to danger of the moft fatal kind, without the cer¬ 
tainty or even the probable chance of gaining information, on 
which any faluiary mcafure might be grounded. 

With regard to what degree thefcarcity exifted,or the exag¬ 
gerated ftate to which fome gentleman had been led to fuppofe 
it did cxift, he was inclined to think that a very clear or de- 
cifivc opinion, either one way or the other, was extremely 
likely to be erroneous. To fuppofe that the difficulty was 
nothing more than to afeertain the caufc of the price of bread 
was wholly unfounded. If he could judge of the real ftate of 
the country at this time, and coiifider what ought to be the 
price of corn, between buyer aud feller, together with the 
prorpedl of a future barveft, how much was at prefent in Tflie 
country, and how much was likely to come into it, he really 
did hclicvc that the price fhould not be what it was. He did 
not fay, however, that this was altogether an artiHcial fear- 
city., or 1 fcarcity entirely rcfulting from the prevalence of 
foreihlling and monopoly, from the avarice of farmers, and 
the frauds of jobbers. Some of the farmers indeed, like all the 
members of a great community, might too eagerly^ purfue, 
upon narrow principles, what appeared to them to be their pe¬ 
cuniary interefts, which was the cafe, to a certain extent, in 
all the coiirfe of commercial dealings; he finccrelybelieved, 
however, that laft harveft the wheat crop was deficient. 

Every other foit of crop, however, which furnifhes an ufe- 
ful aud a wholefome fubftitute, for wheat (which, perhaps 
innocently but certainly ralhly, and in probable cfFeel mif- 
chievoufly, had been called avile and abominable compound to 
ftarve the poor,) were notcnly plentiful, but in fuch abundance, 
as to be even in a greater proportion than the deficiency of 
the wheat. What was wanting, therefore, w'as, only that 
that the country ftionld make up its mind to its fituation, 
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at!cl in lieu of the deficiency of the wheat harveft, avail itfeif 
cf thofe theansof fupply, which the other crops have fo amply 
afforded. He did not fee any inconvenience that could thfii 
arife. Men cf underftanding and information could eafily 
comprehend this, and be fatisfied under it. Others indeed, 
of an inferior degree of knowledge, might have prejudices that 
were excufeable from their education, and on that account 
their prejudice fliould be tenderly regarded j it thence, how¬ 
ever,’became the pofitive duty of men of higher powers of 
reafonto forbear attempting to inflame their minds by difmal 
and exaggerated ftatemefits of their profpedls. Poor men, 
his feelings for their fufferings obliged them to confefs, 
ought to be excufed for error of opinion upon fuch a fubjedt 
as this. They ought not in his opinion to be reduced to cat 
bread of any fpccifically coarfc or inferior quality, or of any 
mixed quality, upon compulfionj while he lamented that 
their prejudices were fo ftrong, that, however, reafonable the 
thing might be in itfeif, and, however, it might conduce to 
their ultimate advantage, yet they would not fall into tlic 
neceflity of it dire^ly; he was perfuaded that if it came upon 
them gradually, they would not only not think it an hardihip, 
hut he was inclined to believe it would be conlldcred by them 
eventually a? a.n cflential relief. 

Some perfons bad without due confideration held out to ti e 
poor that their eating this fort of mixed bread was a facrifitc 
op their health i and that they could net derive lultciianee 
enough from it to Jive upon. If, however, there was abun¬ 
dance of other food, and there were other articles of food m 
abundance, he did not fee that there was .my fuch faciifice. 
Some gentleman confidcred the fcarcity in a view fo alarming 
that they confounded it with the idea of a famine. He thought 
fheh language highly mifehievous and highly rcfprehenfible. 
He lamented that their prejudices had not induced the lower 
orders of the people to adopt, what it was then iotereft, and 
that of the country at large to adopt, a mixed kind of bjead ; 
yet he was very far from w'ifliing to compel them to have no 
other. He was rather defirous, by calm reafoning, to per- 
ftrade, apd by powerful example to (hew them, in fhort by all 
polfiblc means to convince them of the advantages of a mixed 
bread. To endeavour by degrees to {bake off their prejudices. To 
invite them to try the experiment, and by all meams to ihew them 
how groundlefs their prejudices have been. In many parts of 
llil^cou'ntry, though rot in great towns, this had bee tr a good 
-deiillliecafe already*, in thefc another fort of bread than , 
thlrt made only of wtteat had been provided, and it bad beer*. 

' . ■ found 
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found fatisfadlory to the pocplc at large. It was no fmaU 
fatisfaftion to him to know that the crops of other articles 
were abundant, but a!io to believe that the evil of the defici¬ 
ency of wheat had, to a certain degree, found its own remedy 
fo as to prevent the extent of the mifehief that might have been 
one reafonably apprehended. Suppofing that fnbftitutes, from 
prejudice, had not been introduced in the article of bread, 
the higli price of wheat had already diminifhed the confump- 
tion. What, therefore, would be the cafe when the prejudices 
of the lower ordeis of the people were diflipated, and thefe 
fubftitutes for bread brought into general confumption ? Cer¬ 
tainly a great diminution of that confumption, and then he 
was perfuaded that our ftock would be more than necelTary 
^"or our afluai confumption. The Chancellor of the Exche¬ 
quer faid, he was far from fuppoiing that there did exiit a de¬ 
ficiency in the country, that would create any feiious appre- 
heiifon when compared with the prcfjMidl: of the next harveft. 
He was alfo far from thinking that, comparing the ftate of 
the country at this time, in that refpcfl, with the profpeft of 
the next karveft, there was any thing to juftify the prelent 
high price of grain! He thought he* was juliified in entertain¬ 
ing a hope that if fume men were rc-afoning upon a profpedlof 
in advance of the price of corn, and under that ptofpedl keeping 
ft. back from the market, before the next harveft they would 
find thcmfelvcs difappointed. The evil he could not believe 
was entirelv owing to jobbers and that dcfciiption of men 
whom it w'as cuftomary to abnfe, but tiom whom there was no 
more danger to the community than from others to whom the 
iame invidious epithets were not ufually applied. Nothing 
could be more mifehievous than to raile a cry againft a parti¬ 
cular dclbripiioii of men, who were making as fair an ufe of 
their capital as any other daf> ot men engaged in trade, and 
whf) formed one of the immenfe links of that^yftem of in- 
duftry which hands together the different ranks of men in a 
commercial country, which provides for the difpofal of their 
fuperfluities, and facilitates the fupply of their wants. Men 
perhaps entitled to as much attention as the growers of corn 
themfclves. Nor could any thing be more reprehenfible, as 
well as dangerous, than when men, from whofe Htuation in 
fociety we naturally expeft more enlightened views and more 
liberal fentiments, on a fubj€£f like this, could condefeend to 
lend themfelves to confirm vulgar error, to millead ignorance, 
apd enflame difeontent. If, therefore, there be neither a real 
nor an artificial fcarcity, he might fay that perhaps the high 
price ofprovifions was an evil that wa$ in ibine degree atten¬ 
dant 
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dant on this debates of that Houfe, by provoking a difeuffion, 
frpm which no good purpofe can be anfwercd, which can tend 
only to create unnccellary alarm, and to enhance the evil, 
wtitnout bringing forward any well-digeftcd plan of remedy. 
He did not fay, that therefore, the Houde ought to be inatten¬ 
tive to it, or to diflemble it, or under-rate it; but he was 
fiirc they fhould not aggravate it. Whenever any alarm went 
forth on any mcrcaiiiile tranfaiSlIons^ corn, mone ^ or any 
other article of commerce; the firft operation of that alarm 
was to cieate that imagination which had the eiFedl of a fcar- 
city; and this was done by checking the circulation of the 
article. Such was the cafe emphatically on the prefent fub- 
je3. 

By. continually dwelling bn the topic, by giving to the pub- 
£c, the gloomy tide of the fubjeiSl to view, without allowing 
ahem.a glance of thechearful, by enhancing the pidurc <if the 
aainual prefliire, by lamenting the fufferings with which it is 
unavoidably attended, and drawing melancholy anticipations 
of the danger of approaching famine, a fpiritof univerfal ter¬ 
ror is generated, and each place become jealous of another, 
and feels an intered: to ^ck up the grain, of which it is in 
poiTelfion, in order to guard againd the threatened calamity. 
Alann and jealoufj- are propagated among the markets ; thofe 
in the country are afraid that London may fwallow up all the 
-^ock, and anxious to flop every fupply to that quarter. Look¬ 
ing forward to the fancied evil, they keep more than they 
want for their own confumption, and under the influence of 
, p^oic, fell at an exorbitant price to one another, what they 
r^ufe to dilpofe of upon the fame terms to others. Such 
.yvould even be the cafe, whenever or wherever an alarm was 
^fjreated. The Houle ought, therefore, on every principle of 
public duty and private good, to guard againfl the ciFedl of a 
;pAatc: callqi upon as they were, it was important that he 
£kould date to the public, that they did not negle^ their in- 
tereds, that they equally anticipated in the anxiety which the 
people-felt with refpedt to the fcarcity, but that though they 
. Regarded it as an otb^e^ of foh'citude, they by no means con- 
'^ered it as a ground of defpondencc. x here was, indeed, 
the (!^hancellor,of the Exchequer faid, nothing in their prefent 
istuation- which could juftify fuch melancholy anticipation ■, 
;,they had only to lo(>k at the exigence of the evil, and to meet 
ix by thofe means which were bed adapted to alleviate its pref- 
'4^} ^nd if next harved be fuch as they had every reafon to 
‘sdpe, the inconvenience which was now fulFered, would then 
;;l^.coanplete]y remedied, and he hoped averted in future.- 
T ... General 
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General Smith declared, he thought that if there was fuf- 
ficieiit time fo.r it, it would be wife to endeavour to con\'incc 
the people, that no real danger was to be apprehended, but he 
doubted the praflicability of that attempt under all the cit- 
cumftances of the cafe. He feared the attempt to eke out the 
fcarcity would prove fruitlefs, if the ufe of mixed bread 
foidy confined to the rich. The confumprion only of one fort 
of bread was alone fuiScient to meet the evil* It was in vain 
to reafon againfi people’s prejudices j but if fomc compullbi^ 
ineafure were adopted to enforce the ufe of a fubftitute, fortte 
finer fort of bread he believed, it might operate, in a great niea- 
fure, to obviate the impending fcarcky. 

Mr. Francis reprobated the idea, that the honourable mem¬ 
ber who made the original motioj), or any other gentleman 
in the Houfe, could be influenced by fuch a bafe and abomi¬ 
nable motive, as a defife to inflanic the minds of the people 
by the agitation of any qneftion in that Houfe. The lower 
orders of the community did not read, nor trouble themfelves 
v/ith the debates of parliament, and the quartern'loaf being 
at the enormous price of fifteen peuce, would have more in¬ 
fluence on their minds, and appeal more immediately to their 
feelings, than any declaration that could be uttered. He 
mainuined his opinion that compulhon was abfolutcly nccef- 
fary; a meafure, of all others, the Ufir to which he would 
have recourfe, did he not conceive that it would ultimately 
prove highly advantageous to the poor.' They had certainly 
the precept and exa'uple of the rich; how could thefe, he 
a/ked, operate to lower the price of bread, without feme 
coercive means to enforce the adoption of the larter. No 
man was more averfc than he was to drive government to an 
act of compulfion, bur it was a weak and unencigeiic geverri- 
ment that w'ould not adopt fuch a meafure, if on mature defi- 
beratlon, well informed men agreed that it would be for the be¬ 
nefit of the people. He concluded by ubferving that an alarm¬ 
ing fat£l had reached him that day, viz^ that wheat had rifen 
twelve {hillings a quarter, in Berkihirc, 

General Tarlcton faid, tie thought the Houfe much indebted 
to the gentleman who brought forward the fubjedt, as he had 
occafioned the Chancellor of the Exchequer to rife and dclivW 
his fentiments on the alarming fcarcity that prevailed; in that 
he hid done an efl'entiai ferwice to the poor, whofe intetefis he 
had obvioufly near his heart; having, by fo doing, in* a grwt 
meafure obtained his purpofe, he hoped that Ke Wbutd tififfa- 
drsw his motion. 

Mr. HcTicywovd declared he felt a Ilrong defire that tlib'pbbr 
fhbtdd be relieved, but expreiied an apprehenfion that the bread 

which 
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which was called mixed bread, which the poor purchafed, vna 
much inferior to that mixed bread which was allowed by gen¬ 
tlemen to their fervants, and baked at their own houfes. He 
thought that this matter ought to be much better regulated 
ijian it had been hitherto. In a papulous town with which be 
was conneiSled, Mr. Honeywood faid, a mixed fort of bread 
was introduced, made of fuch materials as rendered it impof- 
fible to be eat, and this arofe, he was convinced, from a col- 
lu/ton between the miller and the baker. 

.Mr, Martin faid, he would be extremely willing toconfent 
to any meafure that (hould relieve the poorj he thought an ob¬ 
ligation on the rich and middling claffes to ufe only one fort 
of bread might be attended with .idvantage; but if there was 
to be any difference, the poor ought to have better bread than 
the rich, becaufe the poor had little but bread to cat; but as 
the Committee above ffairs had made confidcrable progrefs in 
their enquiry into the price rf grain, he thought it would be 
proper to wait for the report of that Committee. 

Mr. i/z^ryfaid, he hoped that this converfation would not 
be loft. He was afraid that by the high price of corn at pre- 
fcpt, the farmers had learned a leffon of which they could not 
eafily cure them. With refpeft to the price cf corn, his idea 
was, that articles of food fhould be confidcred with regard to 
their price, and the mode of regulating it, different from any 
<rther article that was to be the fubjeft of fale. That was cer¬ 
tainly his opinion. He felt a reluiftancc in making any com- 
pulfion upon the ftandard of bread, but he thought they muft 
come to a regulation that nohe but brown bread of a certain 
ftandard fcouid be made of wheat in this country. He muft 
alfo fay, he faw no probability of the price of corn lowering 
before the harveft. 

The queftion was then put, That the Qiairman do now 
leave the chair," and carried without a divifion. 

SUCCESSION BILL. 

The Stlidtor-General fuggefted feme amendment.s nipeil- 
ing the ftamps on the receipts for the payment on the tax on 
legacies. Bv them the tax would render it neceflary that the 
legacy ihouW be recorded in a book, which, as was the cafe 
in apprentices indentures, might occafionally ferve as legal 
proof for the tranfi«ftion. He thought no other ftamp duty 
Itould be charged on the receipt than that which wa.s to be 
^cled by the new bill. Thefe, together with fome verbal 
aaaendments were all that he had to propolc. 

Mr’ 
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Mr. Joddrel wilKed to know if any additional officers wew 
to be employed* in the collection of this tax. 

'^he Solicitor Ginernl faid the Officers already engaged in* 
the collection of his Majefty's ftamp revenues wotaJd be ablo:' 
to collect the prefent duty alfo.‘ 

The claufes being gone through, and the fpeaker having 
refumed the chair, on the queftion, that the report be now- 
received, 

Nil. Alderman Newnham exprefled his flrong difapproba-*" 
tion of the Bill. It would, he faid, oblige people to difclofe 
the whole ftate ot their private property. Every roan's 
warehoufe rauft be examined, and the hooks in his counting- 
houfe infpeCted. 1 he Itate of the property of every roercan- 
tile-houfe muft be expofed to the world, when any partner 
happened to die, and left his property among his relations- 
This was a proceeding that might prove highly prejudicial 
to the befl: cflabliffied houfes. The tax was an unmanly 
one; fo many difficulties prefented thcmfelves in the vray of 
its execution, that if the Houfe agreed to it, a repeal would 
foon be found abfolutciy neceflary, * Exempting landed pro¬ 
perty, and making mercamile property alone fubjeii to this' 
BID, he confidcred as an aggravation of its oppfefllon. He 
entreated, and he trufled that minilUrs would give it up 


together. 

The Chancellor of the Exchegtter faid, that at the hour of 
the night at which he was then addreiling the Hoife, he fliDuld 


be extremely reluctant to prefs foi waid a bufiiiefs of tiiis im¬ 


portance, particularly in fo chin a Houfe; he wilhed, however, 
to obferve, that it was extremely mr*tcrial to the public fervicc 


that no unnecelTary delays fhould take place, it could not be 
dated, that the tujinefs had been prefled torwaru with any de-?* 
gree of precipitancy, becaufe ample time had been given fioce 
the priming of the Bill, for its moft deliberate conlideration. 
The Houfe was certainly very thin; but as it was known that 
the buflnefs was to come on that duy, and there had not been, 
during the courfe of the day, a fuller attendance, he faw no 
reafon for delaying it any longer. Befldcs, if there w'as any 
intention to date objeclions, or to propofe alterations in the 
Bill, ihefe would be future flages, in which gentlemen mlght- 
havc an opportunity oi I’o doing: he mull, therefore, however 
reluiSfantlv, propofe taking flic Report info confideraxion. 

On the queflion being put, that the amendments be read a 
firft lime, 

^ I * • ; ^ I ^ 

Mr. Curwen obje£ied to a tneafure of fuch importance being 
bi;(j»ight faj^ard in iU ihui a Houfe, His oppufuioa did not, 

VoL. In. 1796. Nn he 
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he faid, arife from a diflike to the tax, becauf*, taking it in a 
general point of viewj it was one to which he had no objedlion; 
but he lamented the abfence of his right honourable friend, 
■(Mr. Fox) who, he underftood, intended to deliver bis fcnti- 
ments on the fubje£f. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he was concerned for 
the caufe of the right honourable gentleman’s abfence, the 
affiftance of whofe abilities he moft certainly would wifh to 
have on this, as on every other occafion. The Bill was 
printed, and had been a confiderable time before the Houfe, 
and every thin^ had been done on his part to give gentlpmcn 
every opportunity of examining its merits. It flood for dif- 
culHon on the preceding night, but was poflponcd in confe- 
quence of the unexpc£ted length of the debate; and the fcar- 
city of members prefent was a proof that they did not mean 
to give-it any oppofition. He could not, conflftent with 
his duty, and the public fervicc, poftpone the bufinefs any fur¬ 
ther, and gentlemen might have an opportunity of debating 
it on the report. , 

Mr. Rnfhlelgb declared, be wilhed for fame delay in a 
bufinefs of that importance ; he was ready to admit that there 
had bet-n full time given for confideration, but he thought a 
few day<i could not make any material difference. He had 
feveral objeflions againft the Bill, which it was his intention 
to have Hated on thefecond reading, but he fliould not flare 
them at length then. In the firft place, he thought it would 
load the duty of an executor with fo much difficulty that few 
gentlemen would be willing to undertake the office; it ap¬ 
peared to him alfo, that the Bill was partial in its operation, 
and that it would tend to throw large Aims into the hands 
of the Accountant Gereral. He was aware that the preftnt 
Accountant General (Mr. Serjeant Walker) was a man of 
the ftriefleft honour, yet what he had mentioned was a thing 
that fliould be avoided as much as poffible. He concluded 
with moving to .put oft' the report till Friday the fourth 
inftant. 


Mr. Martin complained of the thinnefs of the Houfe. 
The Bill in its operation, he remarked, would extend to the 
prioopality of Wales, and as many refpe£tabie gentlemen of 
tbM^ebuntry were that day enjoying themftlves in celcbrat- 
.|t^ the anniverfary of their titular Saint, he hoped the cir- 
-';^rnflance would have fome influence in obliging them to 
to the motion of the honourable gentleman who fpoke 

tit is&t 

j The 
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The Chancellor of the Exchequer faLd, that if other reafons 
vrere not fufEcient, he did not believe that the Houfe would 
be fwayed much by the one laft urged. It was a proof that the 
gentlemen of that principality did not think their interefls in 
much danger when they could be abfent upon fuch an oc- 
cafion, or elfe that they thought their interefts fafe in the 
hands of the Ho-afe. With refpeft to the other arguments 
ufed againff the Bill, they did not appear to him very forci¬ 
ble. As to its throwing an additional burden upon executors, 
it appeared to him that the trouble to be given to them was as 
little as poflible, confidering the nature of the fubje(ft. If any. 
means could be devifed for decrealing it, without injuring the 
elFed of the Bill, he fhould be happy to adopt them. 

The report was read, and the Bill was recommitted. 

The Bill then went through the committee, in which fe- 
veral amendments were propoled by the Solicitor-General. 

It was ordered to be reprinted with amendments. Ad¬ 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Wednesday, March 2: 

Sir Waikin IVUliams Wynne was fworn in for Beaumaris, 
having vacated his feat for that town, by the acceptance,of 
the ftewardfhip of a manor in Denbigfhirc. 

Mr. Alanning named Tuefday the eighth for the fecond 
reading of the new Wet Dock Bill. 

Sir Watkin Lewes gave notice, that he fhould the next day 
move for leave to bring in a Bill for explaining and amend¬ 
ing two acts of parliament, for regolating the London mi¬ 
litia. 

General Maclcod gave notice, that he fhould bring forward 
a propofition on Monday the fourteenth inftant, concerning 
the reported importation of blood-hounds from the Ifland of 
Cuba, into Jamaica to hunt the Maroons frorv their recefles. 
Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Thursday, March 3 , 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, that feeing fome of the noble 
lords prefent who’ had taken ’a leading part in bringing for¬ 
ward an inquiry on the fubjecl of the Have trade, he rofe to 
make one or two obfervatiuns. Into the juftice or injuftice 

of 
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of that trade he fhould not then enter, neither would he de¬ 
clare his own opinion on the fubjcjft one way or the otoer, 
but he could not reprcfs his furpnfe to obferve that after the 
fubjeS had been brought forward, and had been put into a 
' train of inquiry, a total relaxation of enquiry fhould have 
taken place. He had underftood that there was a concert be¬ 
tween the promoters of the abolition of the flave trade in the 
other Houle and thofc who took the lead there, that the fub- 
je£t was not to be agitated, but all further difculfion of it was 
meant to be fufpended during the war, a defign which was 
powerfully enforced by the prefent ftate of the Weft India 
tolonies. He conceived allb that this forbearance on their 
part might be fuppofed not to be very injurious to the interefts 
of humanity, as during the continuance of the war, and par¬ 
ticularly in the fituation of our Weft India IHands, the trade 
could not be carried on to any very confiderable extent, 
but was rather for the time annihilated. He had lately (ecn 
from the votes .and journals of another haui'e, that moft pro¬ 
bably, their lordfhips would fhortly be called upon fO diJeufs 
a Bill, which was at that time in its progrefs through the 
other branch of the legillaiure. He could not, therefore, but 
blame the friends of the queftion for not purfuing the invnefti- 
garion ; however, whatever might be the motive of their con-, 
duift, it became neceflary for him to prefs upon their attention, 
a .meafure of fo great importance. He would therefore cjnly 
aflv, why they had not proceeded with that enquiry into 
which they had entered, and to determine waat line of con- 
dudl they ifhould in future purfue. 

Lord Grenville faid, if the noble earl alluded to him in what 
he had faid, he muft declare that he had never taken a leading 
ihare in propofing an injury. He could only reptat what 
he had explicitly declared on a former occafion,-v :z. that his 
mind was completely made up and confirmed upon the fub- 
He had flo bccafion, therefore, for further evidence, 
for no evidence could induce him t® alter his opinion. So 
far from being inrtprpfled with the neceflity of inquiry, he had 
fcldom attended that inquiry, which had taken place. When¬ 
ever the meafure came forward, to which the noble lord al¬ 
luded, he fhould aift in conformity to that opinion, which he 
had always avowed, and if a Bill was fenr up, he fhould think 
it right, coming before them in fuch a manner, to fupport it. 
The Bi/hop df Rochejler laid, perhaps the noble earl alluded 
to him in what be had faid relative to the avowed friends of 
the.m eafure not pufhing the inquiry more eagerly; he cer- 
was one who particularly voted for the Inquiry, and at- 
^ tended 
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tended conftantly during its continuance. He had not done 
fo to fatisfy himfclf. Like the noble lord, he had formed an 
opinion, and was in poilcllion, long before the inquiry, of all 
the evidence taken before the Privy Council, and delivered at 
the bar of the Houfe of Commons. Of the morality and po¬ 
licy of the flave trade, his mind bad formed a deci/lon; wheii 
inquiry was demanded, be propofed that it (houlJ be openly at 
their lordfhips bar, rather tr.an in a committee above ftaifs. 
How far it was becoming or creditable for the Houfe, after 
having once inftituted an inquiry, to abandon rt without 
bringing it to any conciufion was not for him to determine., 

The Earl af Lauderdale faid, that the Reverend Prelafd 
having fo decidedly avowed his own opinion, and having fo 
broadly inlinuatcd a doubt how far the Houfe had adted cre¬ 
ditably, in abandoning the inquiry, it became incumbent upoq 
him, who had himfdf taken an adiive part in the inquiry, and 
who profelled himfelf to be a.^uated by fuch lentiments, to 
explain why he harl not brought forward fome motion for pro¬ 
ceeding with the inquiry. 

The Biihop of Rocbej}erU\<^^ that in confequcnce of the How 
progrefs of uie inquiry at the bar of the Houfe, he had moved 
that it iKouId be referred to a committee above-ffcairs. This 
inquiry he did not want for himfelf; he had already, as he de¬ 
clared before, made up his opinion upon the fubjcil, and his 
convidiion was fuch as no inquiry could alter. His motion, 
that the fubjedt fhould be referred to a committee above-ftairs, 
had been over-ruled by a majority of the Houfe. I'hcy had 
not afterwards thought fit to continue the inquiry at the 
bar. In whatever light this might appear, or whatever charge 
might be brought forward ofremidnefs or delay, he tvifhed, 
at Icafl, that it mould be clearly underifood that the;J^l|ime did 
not reft with thofe who w’cre of the fame opinion with him- 
fclf; it was no fault of .his that the inquiry did not proceed, 
and he was ready to come to the queftion without further in¬ 
vert! gation. 

The Du/ie of Clarence faid, that not having been prefent at 
the commencement of this coiiverfatlon, he was ignorant ia. 
what manner it might have been introduced, and unable to 
take notice of any thing which might have fallen from the 
noble lord. He had heard, however, what had been advanced 
by the Right Reverend Prelate in the laft inftancc. That Re¬ 
verend Prelate had made a motion for a committee above-flairs, 
a morion which, in his opinion, had been very properly over¬ 
ruled by the iiond fenfe of a niajority of the Houfe, whofe ne¬ 
gative Oii that Ui.c?.r:on did them honour. It rolled therefore 

with 
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With the Reverend Prelate afterwards to have moved, that they 
fliould proceed with the inquiry at the bar. If he neglected 
to dothi^^the blame refted folely with him. For his part, he 
thought, that the Houfeafted much better by letting thequef- 
fiteu remain at reft; and he trufted that they would evince their 
good fenfe, by adhering to the fame line of condudl- 

Dtiie oj reminded the Houfc of the length 

time iince the queftion had hrft been brought before 
the Houfe, For the laft two fefSons no progrefs had been 
made.^ The prefent feflion was already far advanced, and 
jet nothing had been done. Under thofe circumftarices> 
whenever the meafure, which had been alluded to in another 
Houfe, {hould come forward, he Ihould confider himfelf juf- 
tified in deciding at once upon its merits, without thinking 
it neceffary to give countenance to further inquiry, which 
he found ferved merely as a pretext for evafion and delay. 

.Here the converfation terminated. 

VOTE OF CREDIT BILL. 

The order of the day was moved on the vote of Credit 

The Earl of Laucerdak fofe, and faid he intended to move 
that the order of the day for the reading of the Vote of 
Credit Bill (hould be read, with a view to have it difeharged, 
and renewed for a more diftant period of the prefent feffion. 
The attention of the Houfc could not be called to any fubjecl 
of greater importance, or which more demanded the exer- 
cifc of the conftitutional duties which were attached to their 
£tu^uon. It was entitled to their attention, not only on ac¬ 
count cf the large extent of the fum, but on account of the 
fingular natuie and extreme novelty of the proceeding. The 
■ pradtic^phich had long fubfifted was, his Lordlhip faid, 
to bring forward the Vote of Credit Bill near the cloie of the 
feilion, nor could there be Sound any deviation from the cuf- 
tom the records of parliament. It was the charadfer of 
the . prefent nnnilfers, however, to defend their mcafurcs, not 
upon general praCfice and recognized precedents, but upon 
the uJage which they thcmfelvcs had introduced. If any de¬ 
parture from ancient forms took place, minillers took advant¬ 
age of it, extended the principle and availed thcinfclves of that 
principle fo eitabliihed as a precedent. He hoped, therefore, 
that Houfe would be careful how they adnutted practices 
to bc bcirun againft which their ancelfers had jealoully guarded. 

‘ :By tnc ineafare under confidcratlon they not only violated 
nrery principle of the conitituiion, and lit at cehauce the au¬ 
thority 
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thority of law, but they even exceeded any thing which they 
had tnerafelves before attempted- He faid, that all who 
thoughtit of importance to maintain thofe checks which the 
conftitution had put upon the executive power with refpe^ to 
its interference with the public purfe, muft feel it incumbent 
on them to refill this mealure. 

Againft the motion which he was to make, nooppohttott 
could be given, that would not evince that miniflcrs intended 
to apply the turns which the vote of credit put into their hands 
to purpofes for which it was never meant to be appropriated* 

It was given to meet any unforefeen fervices, for which pro- 
vifion could not be made, and when parliament was not fit^ 
ting to iffue fhc proper fupplies. Any pretence for hurry, not 
only contradicted the piirpofe of the vote of credit, but was 
. inconfift^nt with the preamble of the bill itfclf. 

If any inconvtniciK'e were flared to be likely to arife from 
delay in the pafHng of the bil> fuch inconvenience only oould 
be owing to the unwarrantable manner in which minifters 
were to apply it to fervices, not inprofpeS, but already per¬ 
formed, and not included in the proper eftimates, nor dif- 
charged by the conllitutional nnodc that the a£l of appropria- 
.tion directed. This anticipation of the ref mrct-s of the coun¬ 
try was not only a grofs violation of the law, but a palpable 
fraud atlCiiiptcd to be paffed upoxi the Houfe. Their jLord- 
Ihips would recolledl, that laft year, the vote of credit bill 
was brought forward at a time more regular and cuflomary 
than the prefent ; but it had been, as he would pledge himfelF 
to prove, inimediatcly converted to ules which accounted for 
the fubleq.uent diftrefles nf government, and the demand for 
money that arofe from the vote of credit being diverted from 
its proper application; this was the oiiginaT caufe of that 
prefl'uie which followed. Out <>f the fums then voted, a great 
pyrt had immediately been paid into the offices of the pay- 
mafters of the forces and the navy, which fhould have been 
provided by tiic cflimates of the year, inilead of exhaufting the 
fund by which unforefeen exigencies were to be anfwcred. 
What had been the confequence of this mifapplication ? Mi¬ 
nifters were forced to raife money by the moft difgraccful 
practices ; all the offices of government, as he would prove, 
if the inquiry he demanded Ihould be granted, were in arrear, 
and reduced to fliifts never formerly attempted,^ and difgracc¬ 
ful to tne credit and character of any country; and alfo directly 
in violation of the laws of the land/The Iloufc therefore ought 
to paufe before thc'y pafll'd the bill, when they faw the con- 
fequenccs that followed the mifapplication laft year, and anti- 

cipitated 
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cipated a fimilar one next. There were faSts which he^uld 
mention and would alfo undertake to prove, that bore, the 
fenblance of romance, and were they not thoroughly known, 
^ould Aiock the credibility of their lordlhips. What he had 
to mention fo materially involvedgrcat anddiorniried charaflcrs, 
that if he accufed them of fuch praclicec, upon no authority, 
kemuif, his lordlhip fiid, behimfelf difgraced in the eves of 
the Houfe and of the country. N'-twiil/landing the fums 
voted laft year by loan, notwithftanding a vote of credit to the 
extent of two millions and a half, after tlie minif’er had g ♦ 
poHeilionof fixteen millions of inrney, in let's than fix months, 
luch was the diftiefs for means to anuvr rthe Icrviccs of the 


year, that the afiiftance of private individuals was called in to 
meet the exigenry; bi'ls wctc cliiuvn confc/I'.-dly antedated, 
and profelfing to be'drawn from a place from which in reality 
they were not drawn, and upon thefe large Aims had been 
xai^d. Had fuch a refource been employed in another coun¬ 
try, the noble Secrctajy of State, who was much in tlic habit 
of declaiming againd: the financial plans of that country, would 
have reprefented it as the laft effort of a bankrupt treafury, 
and, in his op'nion, with more juftice than ufually attended 
the noMe lord’s reprobation of the Jacobin fyftcm of finance. 

Upon the yncjO^ol. thus raifeJ, the public paid a rate of 
intereff amounting to five per cent, for, upon the advance of 
the money this race was given, and dilcount of three p:r eeni. 
allowed upon the prompt payment of the lain ; therefore, to 
procuic this money, both fums of intereft yvne loft to the 
public. This in itfelf was illegal, for by the loan bill, three 
fer ceat, was the rate of intereft allowed. It wa-; remarkable 
9!(b, that the payment of thefe bills vv.is made to anfwer, not 
the inftalment upon the old, but the payments of the new, and 
this was faitl to be only an anticipation of the old loan, 
Sttch was the undeniable, dil'gracefu', and rui'rious nature of 
this tranfaflrion, a tranfafUon that all the monied men repro¬ 
bated, tljathad been pronounced difcreditable to any mercan¬ 
tile houfe in the opinion of the Governor of the Hank. Yet 


to fuch prafiices had the minifter of finance in this country 
been forced to deftend, as would have difgraced an individuM 
ill the moment of bankruptcy, inftead of coming-forward to 
parliament in a manly way, ttated the diftrefs and difficulty, 
STid applying for a larger fum. '^I’he enemies of this cduritryi 
hearing that minifters had relbrted to fuch a mode of re- 
^OT’fce, avowedly known to be illegal, muft believe, either that 
tlie prefent minifters were profufe and imj'tevident beyond all 
example, or tnat the finances tvere nearh’' cxhairftgd j he-hoped 
c,. ■ - - ' ■ - that 



Ma*ch 3.] WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. zU 

that the latter would not be the interpretation that would be 
given to the fyftcm that had been followed. 

Had the proper eftimates been made out, and every expence 
fairly ft.atcd, he was eunvinced that the liberalty of the nation 
would have amply provided for them. By the condudf of 
miniilers iii this inftance, the reputation of the country had 
been injured,* and its financial credit flialcen by the pitiful fhifts 
which they had' embraced. Neither had the application of 
the money fo raifed been more legal than the means of failing 
it had been improper. Thefe fums, in violation of an aft of 
parliament, had been paid into the office of the Paymafter- 
Gcncral, without paffing through that medium which had been 
fixed by the wifdom of the legiflature. But minifters dif- 
pifed the laws of the land and put them at defiance, determin¬ 
ing, as it Ihould fecni to treat as a mere dead letter. In the 
end of the laft century, the difpenfing power of the crown 
had beenaflerted : and, in thefe times, with better fuccefs and 
more alarming danger, the minifter had fuperceded, by his 
fingle authority, the, provifions of wife and falutary laws, in 
points of the higheft importance. If minifters really meant 
thus to feoff and fport with the exiftii^ regulations, in God's 
name let them come, forward and avow it. At leaft this 
would be more manly ; and even were a regular propofition 
to be made, fuch was the extent of what was called confidence, 
that they might fucceed in abolijQling every former regulation, 
however facred or ufeful. At prefent, in defiance of pofitive 
laws, minifters crofted themlelves into a kind of fupreinacy 
that defied controul, and diffegarded regulation. In every 
department the aft of appropriation, by which particular fer- 
vices are dellined to be fupplied by certain fums, had been 
violated, and the greateft mifapplication had taken place. In 
many cafes, the modes of railing money that had been fol¬ 
lowed, had difgraced the reputation of the finances of this 
country in the eyes of all monied men. Treafury warrants 
had been ufed as a means of procuring fupplies j and even, as 
he could prove if an inquiry wdre to be granted, the refpon- 
fibility of individuals wa? added to fatisfy perfons by whom 
they were held. 'I'he Tranfport Board, an ofiice unknown 
to the conftitution, had been in the ufe of drawing bills, 
which were paid in confcquence of the private ordfer of Mr. 
Kofe. ■ Money had beert raifed, alfo, by the pitiful expedient 
df felling the neutral veflels that were captured, while the 
Owners were paid by the iffulng of navy bills. And at what 
time, he defired to alk, had minifters had reepurfe to fpeh paltrv 
and lhameful arts for raifing inconfidcrable fums •of money’? 

' VpjL. in. 1796, Go 'a,. 



iSa WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS, [Louds. 

At a time, when they boafted of the facility of raifuig im- 
men(e fums: when they held out the neceflity of making an 
impr^jfion on the enemy, by difcoveriiig to them the extent 
and magnitude of our refources; and on that g^-ound, vindi¬ 
cated the loan of eighteen millions, which they had lately fo 
improvideiitly made. He entreated their lord/hips to confider . 
under what circumftances they would give their fanftion to 
this mcafure. The country was already burthened with debt 
and taxes to an enormous amount; the poorer claiTes were in 
a ftate of the moft extreme wretchednefs. “ Your Jord- 
fhips,” continued his lordfliips, “ have indeed your titles fc. 
cured to you; but I learn from the votes, that there is a 
meafure now going through the other Houfe, which, if car¬ 
ried into a law, will beggar your pofterity.” (Alluding 
to the tax on fucceflion.) “ You may leave your titles to 

your defeendants, but your property will be gone. This 
meafure I cannot but confider as the laft of our refources." 
(Obferving Lord Mansfield fmile.) “ His lordfhip may in¬ 
deed fmile at the Aateinent; he may not be affected by any 
of thofe diftrefles which I now delcribe. If the diftrefTes of 
the poor aff'ord fport to his lordfhip and to minifters, I can 
add to his and their amufement in the fame way. I will tcii 
them, that I confider the fupport which your lordfliips have 
given to the war, as the fource of the Icarcity that exifts and 
of all the calamities of the country. Not only do I aferibe to 
the war, faid the earl, the fuffei ings under which the country 
now finarts, dreadful as thofe are, the profpcfls which it pre- 
fents with refpedl to our future,fituation, are ftill more terri¬ 
fying- I charge them with having by their intrigues caufed 
the general war in Europe, and compelled its continuance fu 
long, and war is naturally and in the prefent inflance more 
particularly the caufe of the fcarcity that every where pre¬ 
vails, abroad and at home. If the country is already fo bur¬ 
dened, what muft be the ftate of things, when the accounts 
of this war Ihall come to be made up ? If the permanent 
taxes are already eftimated, by calculation, to be equivalent 
to the whole rental of the landed property of the country, 
what muft be its fituation when it fliall be left, at the return 
of peace, with only its moveable property, to provide for thofe 
expences Which may remain to be liquidated, and when it will 
have to contend with a rival country, which will then have 
become a clear field for the exertions of induftry, and which 
will prefent the moft tempting profpefls of advantage to 
monied fpeculation ? Under thofe circumftances it becomes 
your lorduips to patife before you give your faniftion to a mea¬ 
fure 
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fo repugnant to the principles of the conftitution,. and fo.if)- 
jiirious to the interefls and credit of the country.” The.earl 
. concluded with moving, “ That the order of the day for the 
"■ committment of the vote of credit bill be poftppned to this 
** day three weeks,” becaufe it was unufual, foNearly in the 
fclfion to pafs the vote of credit bill, and l)ec^(e neither 
Houfe of Parliament ought either to vote away' the public 
money, or to fandlion lUch a vote, without an eftimate of 
fervices ordinary and extraordinary having been previbufly 
fubmitted to them, and becaufe the prefent was by no means 
a fit fcafon for innovation. 

Lord Grenville faid, although he fubferibed tb the conclud.- 
ing aflertion of the noble carl, that this was not a fealbn fit forin»; 
novation, and although he ftill perfifted in his former refolutions 
tooppofe every fpccies of innovation that tended to impair the 
conftitution of this country, he profefled that he could not 
coincide in the noble earl’s opinion of this bill; for fo far was it 
from innovatinj upon any of the eftablifhed forms and cuf- 
toms of the conftitution, that it was in fa< 9 ; the conftitutional 
practice. 'J'he noble earl appeared to have faithfully examin¬ 
ed the Journals of the Houfe during the prefent felfions for 
the accuracy of his ftatenients, and unfortunately while he 
contended that this vote of credit was brought forward at too 
early a period of the feflions, feemed to have forgotten that 
the advanced period of the feffions had been but juft before 
urged to fuit another occafion. He would not trefpais on the 
time of the Houfe, by adverting to every thing irrelevant- 
which the noble lord thought fit to introduce into his fpeech,; 
he would put allde all the extraneous matter, and confine 
himfclf to the queftion. He would not then enter into an 
opinion as to the fituation of this country and that of France, 
when peace fhall arrive, as he had no doubt but the contraft 
produced at fuch a period would place this country in the moft 
enviable point of view. Their lordfhips, he was convinced, 
would impute the prefent fcarcity to the real caufe, and not 
afl'ent to the propofition of the noble lord, which was borne 
out by no fa6l whatever; that the diftrefl'es of the poor were 
totally to be imputed to the war. The noble lord had called' 
upon the Houfe to oppofe the bill before their lordfhips, be¬ 
caufe it was unufual at a period lb early in the feffion to bring. 
forward a fimilar meafure.’ As to the conftitutional praifticc 
refpeiting a vote of credit, their lordfhips muft have been 
apprized that it was ufual in another Houfe always to vote the 
money required for the fervices of the year in a committee of 
fupply, and then to vote the ways and means in and bv which 
lluit utoney lliould be raifed to defray the current c.\pcncc- in 
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a committed of ways and means, but as there might arife a 
needpty for further funis when the parliament was not fitting 
to grant it, the cuftomary mode was to vote a certain fum of 
money as afVote of credit juft before the rifing of parliament. 
The noble earl appeared to have underftood that the vote of 
Cfedit was granted to defray any unforefeen expences which 
had not beetl provided for, or which might afterwards be in¬ 
curred, whereas the true ufe and purpofe of it was to fupply 
any extraordinary occafion that might arife. The only devia¬ 
tion from the eftabliftied mode of pratftice v/as, that as go¬ 
vernment was aware that a certain fum would be wanted in 
this manner, inftead of deferring it to a later period of tlie 
feftiun, and leaving that turn to be taken care of by the pru- 
vilions of next year, his majefty’s ininifters had brought it 
in the ways and means of the prclent year, whereby the ac- 
compts were mote regular and compact, and the public rendered 
better able to judge of the real fta e of their finances. That 
this was the plain ftate of the cafe, there could be no doubt, 
for the preamble to the Bill confirmed it. 

If their Lordfhips examined the preamble of the Bill, and 
called to their collection bis Majefty’s mefl'age, they mult be 
convinced tliar m the preCent initance minifters had neither 
exceeded their duty, nor infringed in the Icaft on the conlii- 
tution. With . (..fpcct to former v/ars, it w'ould be found, on 
examination, tnat votes ot credit were apphed to the cxtraoi - 
dijiary expences incurred during the year. On' the preftnt 
orcalion minifters, forcfecing the ntcelnty, fairly ftatcil the 
circumllance, and called upon pavliament tor the vote to de¬ 
fray the national expences, fo far, therefore, thiscircumflance, 
completely did away t/nv arguments urged by the noble lord 
againft the prefent proC' C.jing. The noble lord had exprtllcu 
his fears for this countrv, wiicn it ftiould come to be contrafted 
with whatjFrance ftiould hereafter be. For his part, he fliould 
never hefitate to declare, that this Country could never fhrink 
from a comparifnn withl rarce. When W’c had made a jup, 
itonourable, and lafting peace, and fuch a one, he iruiled, it 
would prove when made, then he ftiould not fear to comparit. 
this Country with France, either in finance, commerce, arts, 
or in any other point which conduces to the happinefs and ref- 
pc£lability of nations. In one point alfo he fully agreed with the 
noble lord; He had much rather'that the noble lord ftiould 
be believed in his miftenrefentatien of the minifters, than in 
hU mirreprefentations of the finances of the country- When 
riiolb things reach our enemies, he alto fhoiild be more williiig 
that they fiiouId believe the niinilicrs incapable than the nation 
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reduced. He would not> however, go into a detail, becaufe 
he did not wifli to prefs on the time or patience of their lord- 
Ihips the various and extraneous matter introduced by the 
noble lord, as the Houfe muil in a great meafure anticipate 
lucli arguments, and agree with him that any fuch detail was 
totally unneceflary; he niuft neverthclefs make fome obferva^ 
tlons on the rmearks of the noble earl upon the involuntary 
fmileofliis noble friend (The Earl of Mansfield) who fat near 
him- I'herc were fome poiitions too abfurd to argue^ and 
of that dcU ription was the pofirion of the noble earl whicii 
provoked the involuntary fmilt of his noble friend; that the 
war had been the foie caufe of the dilircfs and difficulty of the 
poor in this kingdom. It was fair t > aft: what would have 
been the confcqiicnccs. if the war had not been engaged in? 
'I'hey muft have been theie : the poor would have been labour^ 
ing under all the iiorrors, all the calamities, all the diltrelTes, 
and all the misfortunes that the poor of France have fo long 
and lo fatally experienced. He denied that the war had been 
the caufe oi the prefcnt diflrefi'os of the poor, thcLr diftrefles 
were to he attributed to other caufes; they were in fa£l to be 
attributed to a comliination of caufes which it was not in hu¬ 
man prudence to forefee,, nor in human power to prevent. 
With icgani to the noble earl’s afllr- tiun, tint njinifters by 
their intrigues had caufed the war in Europe, though he was 
not at all furpriled to hear the noble call’s argument, it was 
the firft time he had heard him make that aflertion, anafiertion 
which he never v.ould hear without giving itadiredtand per¬ 
emptory concr.'ulicfion. The fadt was r.otorioufly the reverfe. 
The pai liamciit had repeatedly declared as much in the moll: 
exprels terms, and the people were of tliat opinion. 

Few other of the noble earl's general obfervations 
called for reply. The noble earl had complained of the dif- 
grace of a tranfadiion, which, in his opinion, as well as that 
of many abler aiul better informed perfons, folcly ferved to 
prevent difgrace, by keeping up tiic general credit and re- 
fourccs of the country, and by guarding againft the poifibi- 
lity of acquainting the enemy with any temporary inconve** 
nicncc. When the money was borrowed laft year, it was 
in the month of Auguff, and was merely an anticipation uf 
of the levcnues whuh had been voted, and were afterwards 
paid, and not on account •of any extraordinary expenditure. 
Jt would fometimes happen that, although the revenue was 
equal in its total annual calculation to the total annual ex- 
pences, rheexpenccs for a certain length of time might exceed 
the inftalmcnts of receipts ; as a lubltitutc for theic rcfouices 
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Vras this money borrowed. After arguing all the ftrong 
points in the earl of Lauderdale’s fpeech and oppofing i^plit? 
to each, bis lordfhip concluded wjth giving bis negative to 
the Bill. 

Tite Earl af Lauder,laJe'hxd^ be^ould not in juftice fo the 
public or himfeU, decline making a few obfervations on vVhat 
had fallen from the noble Secretary. As ufual, the noble 
Secretary of ftatc, he faid, bad met his arguments with afler- 
txons and declamation. The queftion of agjrcflion had been 
repeatedly argued, and it was obvious to every man of fenfe, 
that the horrid ftate of war in which the country was at pre- 
fent ftruggUng, was totally attributable to the contemptible 
policy of his Majetty’s minifters, ar.d the wretched intrigues 
of the Britifh cabinet. And what was the confequence ? 
The exhauiled ftate of our linanccs, and the eternal attendant 
on war, fcarcity. What exhaufted our revenues and pro¬ 
longed the war ? The fubftdics granted to Pruflia, the Em¬ 
peror, the King of Sardinia, &c. Would the noble Secre¬ 
tary aflert, that tbefe were not caufes that muff indubitably 
impoverifh the country, and finally plunge us into natinna) 
bankruptcy. That the intrigues of his Majefty’s minifters 
had caufed the war in Europe, he verily believed, and that 
by their artifices and thtir influence for more than two ycais 

g ift, they had forced its continuance, and withheld from 
iirc^e the bleftings of a general peace, few Itc believed would 
be hardy enough to deny. He therefore blamed minifters and 
the cabinet of this country, for having folely been the caufc 
of profecuting a ruinous and defolating war throughout Eu- 
rojjefor nearly three years, when they had it in their power 
to have maintained a proud neutrality, to have added to the 
wealth and grandeur of the nation, and by ftrengthening 
their alliance, hai'e diilated peace. But he blamed them 
ftill more for keeping alive the flames of war, when Anftria 
and other belligerent powers were difpofed to peace, by pro¬ 
digally fquandering away immenfe fiirr.s in loans and fubfidies, 
and confequcntly adding to the diftreft'es of the poor in this 
country. I'o the war that diftrefs that prevailed was totally 
owing he had not the fmalleft doubt: and to aflert that inifery 
and fcarcity were not the concomitant evils of war, was to affert 
that which was the reverfe of every propofition laid down, by the 
moft eminent philofophers and hiftorians of all ages. His lord¬ 
fhip entered into an arithmetical calculation, to prove that what 
he bad pronounced the improvident expenditure of the public 
money was well founded, and to fhew, that great as the 
amoimtof the extraordinaries voted was that minifters could 
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fhcAV no claim to juftify their calling at this period of the feflion 
fora vote of credit. He iufifted that the money borrowed 
laft year was not in anticipation of the receipts upon the ways 
and means of that year, but in anticipation ol'the new loan, 
and he grounded that argument upon the plain and acknow^ 
ledged fa£l: of the prompt payment of the new loan, on the fame 
day the bills which were given for this money became due, 
on the plain and ample fa<S of there being 165675,0001* 
ofthe old loan paid in at the time this money was borrowed. 

With refpedl to the fituacion of this country being worfe, 

miniftershad not involved us in the war, that was a quel- 
don which called not, in his opinion, for a reply, and as to 
a revolution, he faw, and every noble lord muft feel the 
direfull effects that muft neceffarily proceed from any coavul.. 
fion in the flate; in his confcience, however, he was firmly 
perfuaded that the meafttres of minifters were more calculated 
to accelerate that evil, than to prevent fuch a Ihocking 
rnity. This was the opinion which he and his friends had 
urged through the war, and whatever ^hc confequence might- 
be of the condudt of his Majefty’s minifters, no blame could 
attach to him, or the gentlemen with whom he had the hap- 
pinefs aiid the honour to ret. 

The Etol of Mantjield thought himfclf called upon to ipy 
a few words. He faid it was his intention not to have taken 
any part in the prefent debate, and he fliould not have altered 
his intention, had not the noble lord taken offence at 
the involuntary fmile which appeared on his counte¬ 
nance: he rofe to defend that fmile and he would explain 
tlie caufe of it. When the noble carl was endeavour¬ 
ing to prove that the war was tlie foie caufe of the fcarfity 
which exifted, it reminded him of a circumftance which he 
remembered to have read in fome book or other. A few 
years after the revolution, fome gejitlemen were converling 
about the W'eather, and complaining that it was bad; when 
one of them, no great friend to that important event, faid^ that 
he had obferved there never had been any good weather fincc 
Che revolution. It was the fimiLaricy of rcafoning m the two 
cafes, that brought the fmile into his countenance, of which 
complaint had been made. It was matter of common decla<« 
mation, to hold out a gloomy j)icture of our fituacion to the 
public, and in the moft unqualified manner to pronounce the 
country nearly ruined ^ he remembered once to have have had 
a converfation with the prcfident Montcfquicu, and others, at 
Paris, who faid they read Lord Bolingbioke's publications, 
and other political pamphlets of the day, which held out a 
perfuafion, that the refourccs of the country were exhaufted, 
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bttt that they were convinced of the contrary, when they 
law the eftimates of the public expences, the ffatement of 
the application of the fums voted by parliament, and the 
amount of the fupplies granted, wkh the ways and means 
provided for railing the money. 

■ The noble earl had again, in the cogrfc of the debate, re¬ 
newed an affertion, which had been very often anfwered, viz. 
that we were the agreflbrs in the war, Uj)on all forrrier oc- 
ceftons he had refuted that argument, and he was every day 
more , and more convinced by reconfulering events that had 
taken place antecedent to the commencement of hodilitits, 
th^the was well founded in the arguments he had ufed. Be- 
he thought the noble carl would have paid more refpeiSt 
tt> the avowed declaration of a dying, and now departed 
fhlend (Monfieur Briflbt), who, almoft immediately before 
bis death, from blaming this country for being the 

■ caufe of the'war, took that merit to himfelf, by faying that 
if he had not brought on the war with England, I'rance 
might fiill have bfeen a monarchy. He ftated rather the fub- 
llance and the fentiment of BrifTot. The Houfe would how- 
evet recolleft that he bad quoted the words of B.-iflot laft year, 
but he could not cite them with equal corredkicfs, as he had 
liot then the book in his hand. 

' Hw iordfliip declared, he could never fubferibe to the doc- 
trintfof the noble earl, who feemed to think that peace muff 
be had in any manner. He acknowledged, in common with 
every wcll-wiflier to the country, that if peace could be had, 
,it was moft defirable j but not a peace qutyuis modo, to fuch a 
peace he never could agree, nor would he give his confent to 
ainy buta peace, honourable and fafeto us and our allies. 

■Lord Hawkejbtrfyf'iid, he never heard any thing advanced 
ih •parliament, relative to the fcarcity of provifious, or the 
of the poor, without pain, unlefs it were accompanied 
with a propofition of forae pradlicablc mode of provifion as 
sr remedv for an evil which all deferiptions of men felt in com¬ 
mon. To attribute the fcarcity of provifions to the exiflence of 
lhdivJir,he'faid'was idle and abfurd; that in a ftate of warfare, 
Ae prices of provifions muft be in ibme degree increafed, was 
Dldiat he did not mean to deny ; but to argue, that the prefent 
fiafehy was owing to ihef wanfolcly, was, in his cpinien, to 
iMIntain that which no man of common oblervation could 
afffent'to. He wiihed to fuggeft to their lordlhips, that this 
country was lefs likely to be affeiSlcd, in point of provifions, 
by the war, than any other of the powers ni Europe, becaule 
in confequence of her naval power, and from the unlimited 
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,ntan<i of the ocean which we poflelfed, we bad greater ,Ojg;- 
|)ortuiHtIes of fupplying ourfelves; but the fcarcity, to 
ever cjttent it earned, arofe from a caufe \vhich no hun)^ 
power could forefee of prevent. The noble lord had argued 
;much in favour of a peace, and had contended that it depended 
fedely upon Great Britain to attain that denrabic objeci^ Rdt 
only farherfelf, but fo.- Europe ^ becaufe, if flie .maJe pcucfc, 
the other powers would follow her example. It mighr be tri^, 
his lordfhip faid, that if England difeontinued the war,’ the 
Other powers might be compelled to enter into a peacC i.lHit 
would it be a delirable object tlr this country ? He be^^ 
theit lordfliips to look to the Continent, and confider wMt 
would be the confcquenccs to this country, if the other bcluge- 
rent powers were left to the rnetcy of France, and obliged to 
accept peace on fueh terms as {he fhould pleafe to d'clate. , He 
ftated the ufc of the war, for all wars calamitous as they were, 
bad he faid the'ir ufes, in the pfoteCtioh of the Italian States 
and the rcR of Europe, and as a proof of the weaknefs of 
acccpiing their proffered terms of f'raternizatioii held, oUt by 
France, he reminded their lordftiips of the condudl of the 
French to countries even under tr- aty with them, mentiohihg 
Liege, and various parts of the King pf Fruflita’s dominioqs. 
The war, his lordlhip faid, would have taken place at, 
events, if this country had not taken part in it, the En^i^r 
unavoidably mull, and ■ fo raufi the other powers of Europe. 
It was a!fo to be recolledled, that if minlftcrs were tb.blatne 
for having engaged in the war, the twoHoufes of ParliatilCnt 
muft lhare in that Wame, as they had again and again 'KCbg- 
nizwl the war, and given it their fandtion. His, Majefty^s 
minifters were, his lordlhip faid, as anxious for peace as‘any 
men could be, when peace could be obtained confiftent 
the honour and the fafety of England ; but to follow the noble 
lord’s advice, and to abandon our alliesj was not, in his opi¬ 
nion, a likely way to obtain that dcfirablc obje£l. 

The Earl of Lnudcrdalc faid, he found himfclf called pppn 
to rife, in coufcqucncc of one circurhlHnce which bbth thfe 
noble lords had dwelt upon, not putting it dirc£lly, bift by 
infinuation, that he had faid that he wouM wifh a peace tO 
immediately concluded upon terms cv^n however difgrat^ui 
ito this country. 

He never had carried his carncffncfs for -pcace to fo cjdtfa- 
VJ^ant an e.xtent, as to delire pe.ice on and terms. He by 
•no means wiflicd for a dilhonourabic peace; nor the noble 
'lord who fppke laft, or any other of bis Majefiy’s miniilers, 
'heard from hin/ an argument to that cfFci£t. Neither had he 
Voi..III. 1796. F p men- 
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mentioned one word reTpcftlnp: the terms or mbde of inakin|j 

one and the other ought Certai n)y to reft'with 
who were refpouftble to their country for, theit* 
conduft. But when he con/idered the circumftancfis; 
tlie prefent Bate of the war, when he refleded on thd 
enormous wafte of blood and treafure, when he called their 
Attention to the two laft campaigns, when twenty-eight .itiiJ- 
Hots had been expended, and no one enterprife had been per- 
feymed, nor one adv'antage to this country could be ftated, he 
was free to fay, that almoft any peace which even they would 
make, in his mind, would be preferable to a continuance of 
the war, upon the fyftem and in the manner in which they 
had conducted thefc two campaigns. 

With regard to what a noble earl had alluded to refpefting 
the opinion of an unfortunate friend of his. He had no beh- 
i^tion to confefs) that be had a friendihip for ^riftot, becaufe 
he believed him to be an honed man ; but it did not follow 
necefTarily that he muft adopt every maxim, every aflertion, 
every principle which Briflbt might profefs. If he was to be 
governed by the declarations of a departed friend in France, 
M fufpe£ted that minifters would, to a great degree, be in- 
kuepceJ by thofe of a retired friend of theirs (Mr. Burke) in 
this kingdom, particularly as to the propriety of concluding a 
rigicide peace. 

In reply to wh^t the noble lord had faid about our fupe- 
rtority at fea, gK'ibg us a greater command of provifions dur- 
the war than any other country had, to prove the validity 
of that argument, the noble lord, he conceived, (hould have 
gi^n an account of the quantity of provifions exported and 
qqitured before the balance could be fairly ftruck. He had 
not.in his calculation forgotten the failure of our fcafon; but 
ftili he muft contend that the fcarcity was not merely owing 
to a natural caufe, but it had been much increafed by the 
CQpiinuance of the war, which, if noble lords afferted was iii- 
eVltable on the part of this country, was made fo by the con-, 
du^ of our court; and allowing that at firft we were forced 
into a war, this was proved by the many opportunities we had 
or refufed, of putting an end to it fince. 
be muft remind the Houfe of an argument of a noble 
dq|^ which had much weight, and as he was not in his place, 
hf jj^i^ed be might name him without being irregular; be 
mean^; tb? 6uke of Leeds, who hadftated, in a former debate, 
that even antecedent to the war, if a temperate, wife .ind pru¬ 
dent ,<ondu«ft, had been purfued by the government of this 
i if we had fent w Paris, not an ambaflador, but a 
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cbargi det affairfs. Great Britain might have been pla'^ff.w 
the maft exalted lituation in which me ever appeared, and 
and b/ preferving her neutrality, have become the arbiter of 
Bctropc. 'in fpite of all that had been faid of the calamities 
Rowing from the hand of nature, theV were but lightly felt 
by the poor when compared with the burthen, diftrefles, and* 
alraolt total deftruilion, which the condufl of minifters hid 
brought upon them, and confidcring minifters, as he always 
muft do, parties to the origin and continuance of the'w'ar*' 
fo he muft reckon them parties to the diftrefles and threathetf| 
deftrudlion of the war. He defcanted on the dependance that' 
minifters had upon, and the ufe they made, of the indi/crCtft 
confidence which the prefent parliament placed in them, and 
by which this mcafure, however ruinous, had been uniformly 
fupported, declaring that though they might for a while fliirt 
off their own refponfibility by Iheltering themfelves under the 
fan£lion of parliament, if the diftrefles of the poor and the in¬ 
ternal fituation of the country became more alarming iri the' 
fame proportion as they had increafeJ for the laft two yearsi 
the voice of the people muft be heard, and that voice muft bfe 
amandate. This fort of influence which minifters had obtairted- 
over parliament, he faid, he thought, of all other things,' 
threatned moft the deftru£lion of the conftitution. He had 


heard often and much of the influence which rich individuals 
pollefled; but, what was their power ofrefiftance, when fcbrH-’ 
pared with the immenfe power and influence of the executive ‘ 
government at this moment, who had the expenditure’ of' 
an annual eftatc of twenty-five millions in their hands, and the’ 
influence and patronage annexed to the mode of raifihg’thkt 
ehormous fum j a circumftance that, of itfclf, made minifters 
abfolute, and as carelcfs as if they were above the eftahlilhed' 
laws of the country. Rome, in its moft convulfed ftate, ex¬ 
hibited no fuch extenfive power and influence in any let bf 
men : the wealth of Croefus, when it was the drCad of Ca:far 
and Pompey, was nothing equal to it; he never was worth 
more than three millions ; a mere trifle, compared to the gi¬ 
gantic amount of ten times that fum, of which minifters hpd ' 
at prefent the difpofal. Were not the liberties of Fldreftce 
annihilated by the private fortunes and intrigues of the fahlfty 
of the Medici? He would not analizc the operations* 
power of the money intrufted to the care of his 
minifters ; but he contemplated with forrpw thfc 'meatts they ■ 
had of corruption. If their lordfhips looked to the navy, - 
which certainly could not, in its civil department, he mohe' 
ably or fitly filled than it was at the prefent, with rcfpcdl to 
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■ij|jbJ|p; earl whot^ h\e faw in hi^ Qye. {J£ai;l, Spenfer) aadbo 
meant no.jo^iyility, and Ibe w,b^ a fcene of patronJ?^e 
^^r|^:^pj;cfetits itfejf,, J-ook to thearoi/a andfee the rapid piQ- 
goya.pf t^c promotion of thofe whofe friends niid fathers bpwt 
jjpjfervicntly ta jhe nod of the miiiider, wiiife, on the other 
!|^d, thofe who are left pliant, though hot lefs deferving, are 
tjfeated with fcorn» and pafs’d l»y with contempt, as every man 
yho had a relation in the army well knew, he could not get 
hipi rank that, was of any confequence hut by purchafe, and 
tiien he was fo far .advanced,in life that it was of little or no< 
idb^to him. Look to the reverend bench of bilhops, and God 
knows their pliancy was not. the lead recommendatory 
c 3 aiin to a mitre, . Did their lordfhips ever behold a Chrift- 
church boy, however great his virtues and talents, adorn the.' 
reverend bench without fome noble patron to prefer his pre- 
tpnftons ? He dcfired the Houle to confider cautioufly the ex¬ 
tent of the power of minifters, and the operation of their in- 
:Qpence; they were both equally hoftile to the prince and the. 
peaCmt, for their interefts were infeperable. He muft how¬ 
ever, tell thc,nj, that'though they might for a time think 
tber^felves fafe under this flielter of parliamentary fanilion, 
tjli^y.muil in their cool moments allow that a time was not 
fir di^ant when they, muft be rcfponfibie for their conduift, 
ii^d, mwlt know that a continuance of that condu<St muft e- 
t^^ally bring on their own deftru^tion, or that of the coun- 

, ^ord Grenville faid it was hard that minifters were not 
cmlyexpeSed to anfwer to arguments, but to account for in- 
lipuations, geftures, and fmiles. He was aware that when, 
the noble earl, role he meant to divert their attention by run- 
iwjig into a wild field of extraneous matter} it was neither 
His wifh.or intention .to follow him minutely; he would, 
t^cely reply to one point, on which the noble carl had hazard¬ 
ed an, affertion*. that he could not make good; namely, that 
b^y tltc rhifcondmEl; of minifters, apd tbe intrigues of this go¬ 
vernment, the war had originated and been continued. This he 
would contradi<^. as,.often as he heard it;. and he felt bimfelf 
in that comradidlion by what his noble friend had 
ipim^Oned'refpedting Btiflbt; that- hoheft mao, as the noble 
tpi'O’ifd him^ who h^ begun and carried on the war 
byj.,d^fmg,l^s,fovqreigp, to whom only two months before 
He.had fwprn allegiance! He faid he always had and ever 
vvqjild couteijd».th?ji inftcad of his Majefty’s minifters, having 
intrigues been the caufeof the war, theagreiSon was. 
of Fraopc, who, if pofEble, had afted more 

unjuftly 


» f 
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uii^uftly in'going to war with the Emeitpor than 
l)fi dwelt apon' the ti^tpnety of the 6f the coui^^ 

Viennat and London to avoid the war as long as that was po^a 
iUde, and it was undeniable.that the Ct^nirt of VietBTO Slewed 
great .tendernefs and expreflied great rdiriiance fentdr jnfcp: 
the war* M*^ft of what the noble lord had faid befidcs WS^ 
extraneous and foreign to the, fubjeef, and it was undoubtc^^j|^ 
good policy in the noble eail to draw their attentian from ihe^ 
point oa which he had been'defeated, and thus wver his 
treat. As to niinift<TS (heltering thcmfelv^s' under ii 0 
fandtron of parliament, he difclaimed all fuch ideas ; his con- 
dufl: and his opinions were dictated by Ins confcici>;(^, and he 
never would Ihrink from r^’fponfibility, at the fanip time that 
be never could defpd’e the lanCtion and fupport of p-'fliamcnt. 

With regard to what had been faid of the io!luence'pat 
into their hands by means of piomotion in the armv, be felt 
himfdf bound to refeue the illuftriouB charadter at the head of it 
from the groundlefs infuluation that fiich an aiTertion caftol^him, 
and it was a paltry coniideratiori to fuppofe that having a fonrrn* 
the army,, or in .Miy branch of ther^pubhe (ervice, Would inAu* 
ence^a member of either Houfeot Patiianicnt. As to the navy, 
arid church, it was only neceflary to put this qucltion iKmie 
any or all of their lordfliips. Was there any thing that could- 
be given to iheni adequate to the total Jofs of their property, 
vrith which they were threatened by the introdudtioii of thofe 
principics which the war was intended to put a ffop to? He 
was proud to fuy that there never was a rime or a fet of 
men in aciminiftratioo, who could boaft more truly of nvafchi|^ 
no improper ufeof inch influence as had been alludcil to by* 
the noble carl, and e^H'cially the refpedlable charadlcrs who 
prefided in liie ciepartntcncs of the army, the navy, and the 
church. He fhould not notice the general invedlives of tte' 
noble lord againit the King’s government, and the ptwicipl^ 
cf the conftitution. Every promotion emanated from the 
crown, and appointment to office, civil and military, was 
fo well known to be the admitted prerogative of the King, that 
no man, except an enemy to the coniHtution, would wifk tO' 
frc ihe principle fubveried. He gloried in beit^ one of Ac 
advifers of cheprefent war, which, he was perfuaded, fitted 
the country; he a£teU coDleientioufly, and with tht fedings 
of an honeft man, and he Was prpud in being ^n ijtftrumfcnt 
to carry it on with fpirit and vigour. 

Earl of LaiiAevdak rofe again, and dedared he did' 
not m^n to detain Acir lordfhlps, but thought it abfoliitcl'y 
neceflary to fay a word or two in explanatioa (6 a particular 

point 
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VvKc law thc/firft Lord of the Ad^niralty in' hie place, 
i^.t^efbre thou^^t it incumbent on hiM to difclaim Ih in> 
teif^on of making any pcrlbnal allulton whatever. Had his’ 
qise glance on that of the illulbriouS perfohage' 

air.i^e bead of the army, be would in like manner have dila- 
powed any intention to impute improper condudt to that fl- 
luftrous perfonage, and have ftated what he really thought, 
via. that inftcad of the army getting worfe under his corn- 
fo^nd, it was much reformed indeed, and the public were highly 
indebted to his exertion. 

The queibion was \iegatived without a divilion, and the 
Bill went through the committee, and was reported. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, March 3. 

Corthyn’s Naturalization, and the Ramfgate Paving Bills, 
fvere read the third time and palled. 

Two petitions were prefented againft the Wet Docks, 
one from the Tackle-makers, and another from the Over- 
feers of the poor in Southwark, Ordered to lie on the 
tabfe. 

A petition was prefented from merchants trading to the 
Wclb Indies, Hating the advantages which they apprehend 
•will be derived to the Weft India trade from the Bill now 
depending to eftablilh a Wet Dock at Wapping, and praying 
that the Bill may pafs into a law. Ordered to be laid on 
^e table. 

TOLLS. 

Mr. Alderman Luflnngten rofe, in purfuance of the notice he 
had given on a former day, to propofe a legillative mcafure 
for regulating the tolls of turnpikes. He moved the reading 
of the 13th and 14th of bis prefent Majefty, refpcifting the 
fame ; and ftated, that the objeeft of his motion was to amend 
' the iame, by regulating the tolls of carragies with wheels of 
fix inches broad, &c. 

On the Surry ftde of the city, the Alderman faid, there 
were-fto weighing engines i and, in confequence, the pro- 
prietOTS of carriages made a compenfation of 50 per ceni. to 
tb&liejn^s or commiilioners of toils.* On the north and other 
fidcs of the city there were weighing engines. He wiftied tO 
haye the weighing engines on every fide of the city for twenty- 
Hvc miles. He then moved for leave to bring iP Bill on the 
above principles. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Syng faid, hd &ould not oppofe the tneafurt,: 

he was aware that mali^ coiifiderable incoPvenienhies had hc^' 
felt near the metropohs. in confequencc of what the-wcMthy' 
alderxnan bad flated; but he hoped that this Bill IPouid not be 
preceded in without giving due notice it to die ctnntnif*' 
fidners. 

Mr. Alderman Lujhington faid, that due notice fhould cer-i^ 
tainly be given to the commidioners; and he alfo meant fd' 
propofe that the Bill be printed. Leave was givni to bring vjt 
the Bill. 

CITY MILITIA. 

Sir Watiln Lewes moved, that the aft of parliament for 
regulating the militia of the city of London be read: which 
being done, he obferved, that this aft was inadequate to the 
purpofe for which it was intended;—it had been intended, 
that by the ftatute juft read, his Majefty Ihould beempowered 
to call out the militia in that city as in other places; on refer¬ 
ring, however, to the higheft law authorities, it was found 
that the crown had no fuch power vefted in it, by the pfefent 
Bill. The objeft was, that fuch power fhould be given to his 
majefty as had been originally meant; and therefore he Ihould 
move for leave to bring in a‘ Bill, to explain and amend, and 
to reduce into one ftatute the two adts of parliament (the 34th 
and 35th of the prefent king) for the better regulating the 
militia of the city of London, and for the better ordering 
the train*bands, or the militia of the faid city. 

Alderman Le Mefurter faid, it was in his opinion exceed¬ 
ingly proper, that the city of London fhould contribute its 
fhare to the defence of the country; he certainly therefore 
would not objeft to the principle of the Bill, which his ho¬ 
nourable friend had moved for leave to bring in. He recom¬ 
mended it to the Houfe, however, attentively to confider its 
different proviftons when it came to be committed, and even 
in that early ftage of the bufinefs he had no difficulty in faying, 
that it was his wifh that the city militia fhould be placed 
on precifely' the fame footing with the other militia regi¬ 
ments. 

* Cf 

Leave was given to bring in the Bill. 

^r, Hobart moved that a committee be appointed to pfb- 
pofe an eftiinate of the allowance to be granted to fubalte^ 
officers of the militia, in time of peace.-—A committee wa^ 
appointed. 


SLAVE 
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and moveii tiie o^r <>(• the 

JSiw^readirg of the^awe trade abolitio» .Bill. .,, 

quefl ton being put, ' ■ ■.., . 

vTtJ^dr* ffl/iei^ret df^ured, he was much oUi^d 
honourible gentleman for his readinefs on this occallon,. 


more becaitfe it was •* fiivournot ufualiy conferred. .It.ltad 
,lteen the general cuftom tp leave to the diredtion of the mgyer 
jef a Bill, the condudf of it in its diflerent ftages throKgh- the 
Hdlifc. What reafon the honourable gentleman had,,pr. what 


motive had induced him to behave in that manner, it was out 


x>f his power to fay. It was, however, matter ofperfeiS fur- 
prife to him. He lamented that a fuhjedl fo interelling and 
fo important /hould be brought on fo fiiddenly, fo early in the 
datl^ and when many of the moft able and the leading charac¬ 
ters whom he wifhed to fee in the Houfe were not prefent* 


He fliould, however, think be ufed the Houfe ill if he at¬ 
tempted to make a long fpeech merely to protract the difeuf- 
ilOn of the Ibbjecf, and therefore he v/ould make no other 
jobfervatioci then. 


^hc Speaker then obferved that the queftion vvas “tbal;thc 
order of the day be now read.’* 

{riineral Smith he did not mean to do any thing that w^ 
pingentletnaply or unhandfome. But he had been waiting .jh 
the Houfe for fome time. He meant to give to this Bill 
(Cvery oppofition he could. The honourable gentleman who 
brought it hi had laid repeatedly that he would renew his, 
jp^lcationtothe Houfe upon the fubjefi' until he (bould fucceed 
in his objedf, or be commanded by tb.e Houfe to dcfift. 
Feeling as he did, and thinking the Bill hcAiie to the jntcrefts of 
this country, the general faid, it was hii object to flop the 
•Bill in his prefent ftage. 'Jn conformity to that intention he 
jhad moved the order of the day, and he was a little furprifed 
diiatthc ho.’iourable gentleman mould chink he treated him uif- 
jeipedtfuily merely becaufe he oppofed him. He was rathejr 
Jhclined to impute the honourable gentleman’s prefent tem¬ 
per to his apprebenlion for the fate of his Bill, than any thing 
'cite- ■ . ' 

Mr. Serjeant /fdm'r obferved that there w'as certainly no¬ 
thing diforderly or irregular in the honourable gentleman’s 
j'^tdiing forthe order of the day. * He fubmitted to hip, hpw- 
'*itVer, whether that was quite a candid mod^ of piocccding- 
Xhe abolition of the flave trade was a great and.impprtant 
queftion. It ought to bf diiculied in a full Houfjs^^d.ti^hen 
*'’t&ofc members were prefcnt, w.ho, from theit* talent and-fitu- 

ation. 





*tiori, were jtiftlj ie^mati toW dee «oft fmpnrtaiit ptsrfbra 
to de^b Iftdr ffft wee not ceaasptebmg Uiel <|i{» 

expedition was itrbiot»i on die c«gntniry» he tift 

be in order^ bnt he nibndtted die it to the 

fuVafb^ctjRilderatibh of the boneturabte fcnendN^ ^hftujd^^^e 
foi^Sf be decided} when the Houfe wa» fo Inj^reotlj^^fttff, 
teh^} he eotdd bardiy fay In the ktngulkfe ofecNieioon 
(atithbueh in carder be oiud^) that the decifion wee the iQrftfe 
of the nniUfe of Comtnont. He therefore <»e|d not help fe^Vi 
ing extremely concerned that this bufine^i wa$ thus 


Oenerai St»uth perfifted in moving the order of the day fot 
tbftfecrnd reading. 

'The Speaker then put the quelVioH} “ That the order of the 
** day be now read)” and the Noes feemed to have it; hepb* 
ferved that if the queflion fen- reading the order fhonid be ne* 
gativcd) the ruibje6icould not be brought on again that day* 
upon which the order was agreed to be read, it being read* 
Mr. Alderman Luflnngim preTented a petition fioevn a<bod)r 
of Weft India Planters againftthe Bill; and faid* ftiat it was 
ntmieroufly figned, and wouldjiave been much more fo had there 
Ixen time. The petition ftated, at large, the inconveniences that 
would refult from the metdure; that the diftuihSoces of Gre¬ 


nada and St. Vincent’s were not caufed by tbe negrpeS* but by 
the people of colour; that tbe planters had embarked large 
capitals in the trade, and would be ruined m their fortunes if 
the Bill pailed into a law. He then moved, ^ That the peti* 
tbn ^ lie on the table, and that oeunf^ be hoard in b^slf 
** of tbe petitioners on the fecond reading, sttfa^irbsj. 

Str WtUiem Teung faid, that the paniet wore Qftt then par 
pared to plead at tbe bar. 

The Speaker informed Mr. Luftiington, that it would be 
more formal to move merely that it he on tbe bable; and be 
might move for counfel in fome iubfoquent ftfge. Mr. ILiuftir 
ni|^n made his motion accordingly. 

Mr. Wilhtrfaree then moved, « That tbe BHI for the sbo«‘ 
** lition of the Have trade be now read a fecond time.’* 


General Tarteton moved an amendment, that igftead of^dbft 
words '**• now,” be fubftiterted the woeds « l^s day dhqhte 

inontbs.” , . . j 

Sir William Totmg thought tbe amendment was wiie and 
tem^ate* and at this time highly cjqiediimr, jinder aft the 
citcathftances of the cafe. 

‘fWlSte "tWbftSon betnq; put, ■j 

‘ 'MH* Wnktrferce taid, tbe honourable g/^tlemgn, it was 
obldous, wtftied for fuch a delay tor the purpofe ot compafling 
his own ends, of defeatrng the progrels ot the Bill in iota. 
Voi. Itl. 1796 Afttr 
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all diat had been fud M 4 feitQer lught, be did not 
fSKf^ from two honoucable Gcnende fi^ the oppe^ion in 
4 ie prefent ftage of the Bill, that (hiejr lisppwrcd to cag^ to 
tiumfeft. Ac the fenfe of parliament bad been repeatetuf ta* 
ken on the fufaje^ in the moft folemii manner, and after the 
lulicft difcuilion i ac they had come to a determination of abo- 
liihiog this illiberal and htirrid traffic in the prefent year and 
as the fenfe of the Houfe was fo recently and fully tak^n when 
he moved for leave to bring in his Bill} he could not expei^ 
that the fecond reading would be much oppofed. He had ima- 

t ined that gentlemen would let the fecond reading pafs as they 
ad done the firA \ and that in the committee they would 
merely condder of limiting the time for the abolition, and 
of fixing when the difgMcefu! commerce fbould ceafe for ever. 
Ho was indeed furpiifed at the obAacIes thiown in its way, at 
:Ate fort of attention given to fuch a queAion-x«a queiiion in 
which the feelings and paffions of all men ought to be roufed, 
to ftop the future progrefs of a traffic that caA a Aigma on the 
country, if they continued to purfue it. Gentlemen faw that 
be bad not his AienJs about him i and hence they vi anted to 
take him by {urptife} but he aAttred tliem he never could be 
found ofF his guard in this buAnefs. He called upon them to 
remember, that whether the numbers prefent were fmall or 
gteat,'tbi^ the detifion of that night would be cox/idered as 
the fenfe of the Commons of Qicat Britain} and he hoped, 
that bearing this upon their mind, they would come to a deci« 
Aon favourable to the intcrcAs of mankind, and becoming the 
dignity of a BritiA) Senate. He intreated them to conuder 
what would be theeffed which their reverfing the decree they 
bad already paAed, would have out of doors; or hfw, after 
taking fuch a Aep» the confiAency of parliament could he 
vindicated m the eyes of the world. Gentleman at laA had got 
4 flow and relu^atit petition from the WeA India Planters 
.ibemfclves. The petition, it was true, Aated that the unfor* 
mmate diAurbances m the iflands were not owing to the ilaves, 
but the great caufe of infurreiAion there, Mr. Wilberforce in» 
£Aed, muA be owing to the importation of Aaves. That 
feme gentlemen who oppofed the Bill admit: and would they 
then allow the. continuance of frefh importations ? Would 
they continue to import yearly Irom the coiA of Africa Ailp 
loads of people^ torn by violence from their homes, from do- 

t eAtc happtnefe) and all the endearments uf life? An honour- 
|c baronet (Sir William Young) had argued that the 
tnaofthe Africans were better by the tiade. becaufe they 
were removed from the daughter of their ow n chlefe. If fuch 

were 



heajii wstKSng from the lopftowrs of the Bill but the moS: ifin 
coa 60 ent Arguments. He had it from the beft dutbonty* tha): 

M the impoitatibna of Haves from Africa were 
ids frequent, Ae natives were employed in afAjculturo and 
otntfr good pUrpofes of life. And he was aware, Aat 
wheh there ftould be a total aboHtlony they would be moeh 
mmt and much better employed. 

It was remarkable, Aat in Ac interior parts of Afric«*j‘ 
Ae face of an European was never fden, the natives were far 
advanced <in Ae arts and improvements of civilized life: on 
the coafts, the people were in a ftate of the mofr horrid flavery ; 
ibid, butchered, and muidered, degraded down to the rank 
of the brute creation, while, three hundred miles in the in* 
tcrior, they were in pofleffion of Ae neceilaries, the comforts, 
and fome of the luxuries of life—ina word, raifed to rhe rank 
of men in the fcale of human nature. He wiAed the Houfe 
to confider the importance of the fubjedl, and to qUeftion their 
own minds upon their right to exercife cruelty o^er ftich a 
portion of the globe. Had they a right, forthe fake of proi* 
motiog their perlbnal-and worldly interefrs, to deprive men of 
all their comforts, their domeftic injeymentS} to promote Ae 
barbanry that accompanied Ais trade, among the people 
themfelves; to make them more Cruel to each oAer thafs 'fr*> 
vages ever were f He Could not refrain from expreffing Ac 
abhorrence he felt at fuch a ipecFfcs of traAc, and he conjured 
the Houfe to confider well Ae eShd: of their dcbtfron, if they 
Ihould deny their fanifHon to the bill before them. Before he 
fat down, he thought it necefTary to conttatHifr'it ielport which 
had been circulated to the difadvantagfi ofcaufe, Aacu 
right honourable friend of his (the ChancflliOt of Ae Exche¬ 
quer) had fome propofitions to m<)lcc upon Ae fut^eifr to Ae 
Houfe. He had never heard of them till he came down to 
the Houfe, and if his honourable friend ha'd had any fuch in¬ 
tention, he believed Aat he would have communicated itato 
him. t 

The Houfe divided for Ae fecond reading, 

■dfyw, ’64 '''V 

MfSf 31 * 

Majority, 33 

The bill was then read a fecond time, WW committed for 

BSsoday Ae TefenA ittiiiint. *' 

. Q.q 2 ' ‘ 'GeoWal 


. iiiQo , mmmivs fAmAVMsnjii^^wBMfkTs, icmmmu. 

tw OwiwW ta dUdfr a 

^ T •' ’ 

Cbanadbr^ Ernchtfm Mifaat an littiUMirable 
jK«ndl of iua (Mr. XSNhiiAk) wtiiM ti» 4 i^ar Ms feiUMMnts 
T ttpott tM Kpoit $ aadaaitmqi^agtlttmlij|fo«cffao«glrnd 
> irntm-t beiMiMid tbxtit froalid mit be bvMighit till Monday 
‘ abc ijfith imftani:. •> 

Mr. £)Miif^ureiMM^tlnt, in oonfequenceof tfoe anoMidid 
manner in nditch the BUI for tbe Absituon of the Slare Tirade 
Jtiol Iwcn tracnod on ao< 4 ay, he flioold artien the leport came 
to be confiUerej, (if it A^id ever be rqKxted, ano he in^ed 
it never erauld), movt hw leave to bring in a BUI to n^al 
all fiicb ads of futrliaioent as have authorUeU and enconz^ed 
Y Bie flasn trade in our ctUonies. 

t Mr. <Sr^ moved for an account of the Navy l>ebtt as it 
Aood on the 31ft of Decenibor 1795; 

For an account of the Debt of the Office of QrdnancC} as it 
•fiood on the 3ftft of December 1795 : And, 

2 For an account of aU the fums uvanced by the Bank of 
Englaiid ffir the public fervice, outibmding from (he 31ft of 
December t79a« to the 31ft of December 1^95 
The papers wem ordered to be made out. Adjoained. 
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FitioAt} Mtrch 4. 
vpra Of cftixiiT. 

The order of the day for the third touitng of this Bill ha v> 
cjbig been moved* 

mfefi and lamented fais iffi&nm from 
teem when tim Vcos of Crmit Bill was dtfeufied, as it was hi 
. 4-^dMdedmMmc!beoflbetaM>ftutiiConftitutiooal meases that evet 
heea broui^t imfore parliament. That rateifters ihould 
ifo jai^ a as two millions and a half, and then 

to parliament to pay 14 was direiSdv contrary tn the 
of thejRiSyolutiQn, which, as well as all the other 

..and prai 9 :ice under the law of the land, 

hat the Chancellor of the Sadtequer 
; Houfe of Commons, an efttmatc of 
dmctfiiencm wbmh might; be incurred, and then obtmn a 
vote d( ciedtt 10 prov^ the neceffiny Aims i that is, that 
jdiey Ihould obtain the ftfa^on of parliament for a certain 

amount, which die ferviecs of the Bate was lUcdlyib undJibr in 
dw courfe of the aabing }ear; that they ihouUyiUitajieMmdit 
^ooncy before they expended it. £u^ by tbo^jpiefen^ 




IK}}:, ill <iie. conftitKtifi^ fetfbtfQi ^"cor •fbttAfittiii was 
treated #ith cot>teiilip)ei aU the fu^rixrtendtag power irfNhe 
Cnanwtos ptirfe vnt fet dwfe: b>P3ri!!SMwnt 

IBM mt in 4 ite4«titoeep»f t^e e^c^whxdimrjr bre^ of 
3^ upon f» eoydtder, widwiBte to 

ifaeexpended^ Tv^weneewed uponm tOaifi^pAy 
fums which had already been expended, wkluMrt OOUmWitg 
flarliameat. On foraMr^occafioUltt tBben^miiriiiidi^ faBd found 
atneorilary to owftep the credit |;iireti to them, th^iiad 
conte down to pariiament this fe^lion for a'BHitjf Indewilly; 
they come down* ftated the grounds and tieceffity ol iheir 
juioceedtiiig* and with all the confidence of coofdous re£Ht:i|de:| 

, jsimogfa they have te»an gn&y of a grofa violation of'the prin-^ 
rifles of the con'ftitution ; a vtolution the lei^ pardonable, as 
f^^iamem had been loogfittii^ and might have been ap{died 
to, the fcrvice ftated, and tbs fums wanted* and its o^ent 
svould no douht.bave been obtained. Tb^ fordfhipsmnght 
extol and praife the confotution as much as they pleafed* their 
mouths might be continually filled with its paxu^nos; but if 
they fufFt-red fuch a Bill as the prefent to pa% 'thi^would 
prove that the prefer vadon of the cofiAitun«|tt was ais >ehspty 
prdfeSon* a matter far irom their .hearts. The Bill ftrutk: 
at the dcareft and mod important privileges of the Houfe of 
Commons, in checking the impiovidtnce of miniftets* in 
holding the ftrings of the public puriie; and if ever it became 
the pradice of parliatnent to fan£fion Aich meafures* it 
would be mere misery th tallic of the conftltution; the con- 
ditiition would be gone. ' • ^ 

‘ihe Earl of Sujiolk concun^fd fo exrtkdi^'Wifo '(hb 'bibblc 
xhike* that he f«d, he the 

third reading of foe Bill. ♦‘I" 

Lord Tburbnu amed with the Miblt^ffo:df<$A*lMS tfifappro- 
barionof foe Bill. He thought it uricorfoittfootial, fold dreaded 
foat it might produce the moft mifchievotis cOnfequences. 
He fobmitted to their lordfoips, however* whether k foould 
be litogether f»r* confidering the earllnefa of the hfoiT^' fbatf 
paft four) to divide at that time. Ob t queftion of 
pomace* he was perfuaded every nehte' lord Would Wtfi) to 
tirve foe fenie of the Houfe taken when there was a bi#ep at- 
tendtmee; on account, therefore^ df the Hotde beh^fd thin* 
and as he wifhed to avoid foe appearanee of deciding a tnea-. 
fore by furprife* he rdcmminended’poflpdiHiiiff' foe third fead> 
iag till Mond'iy nrxt. • > 

't.‘! titwrd/ifoadfoiiMf faid, that there retfoahly was an apparent 
' taon^aiUr ip. the learned lord’s ptOjpofition* fliU, hoWeVery foat 

propofition 
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pK>poAtjot4 though foundcHi un &ir ioi^ion<iL mt&btt if ac- 
etidcd no, have the fall elfho: ftf IJbuft oy ^irptlfe. 

Itmifcbievcus tq fufTcr^hefortli rnto the 
ptAliey that the Vote of ClredU: BiU' ddWjrS^ 

Perhaps alfo the deliry’ might bave'JSifier ob^i^h 
iocQttfeniem tes. He would the|(i^&re oioVe to '^djoutnl 
4 khatefor halfaphour. ' ' , 

Lord Tharim faid, he Ihould have no objc^ftloii to the noile 
lord's propoi^h, of adjourning the further donfideration of 
the Bill for an hour, if the noble lord had hot talked of the 
stp^rent cum 'aur of what he had taken the libci ty to fuggelK 
The iniinuatiofi of the noble lord, was mod foreign from his 
hiteutions and from his principles. He never could approvf 
of pufhing forward any fbbjed to procure a vote which he 
knew would be contrary to the fenle of the Houfe coUfeiSiivcIy. 
Wpowa principle of candour therefore he had made the fug- 
geftion that he bad odcred. The purpoic of his motibn was 
ihe vet^ reverfe of caufing any confufion by a vote diffetent 
from we general fenfe, -iid was merely to give an opportunity 
to noble lords in adminiilration who might fupport the Bill to 
be preibnt at the divifion. 

'I’hc Eart of Lajidlerditle he could not rcfiain from 
expreffifig his furprifb^ that any fufpicion (houl J be thrown out 
On theOfindourandgoodintentionoF his noble and learned friend 
(loolid Thurlow) who moved that the third reading of this Bill 
^ould not take place till Monday. The manlinefs of hts cha- 
xadhfr was too Well known to make him liable to he fufpe^ed 
cf fo paltry a tffck as wifhing to take the Houfe by furprife^ 
or not to give every fair opportunity'to thofe whufe opinions 
addght'he contrary 1^ im own. The fulpicion, therefore, 
tfawwn out by the noble ford was very inapplicable to the 
Ooftdujt and fentimOnts of his learned friend. 

'I'he Lord Cbanccffpr In a fhort fpeecb Ihewed that his no¬ 
ble frtCnd (Lord Auckland) in ufing the words appannt can-, 
dxit iWi^ht not juiUy be conceived to have meant any thing 
uaeil^lt to the noble and learned lord,Secaufe he had fpoicen not 
of tins meaning of the doble and learned lord, but of the pro- 
bablt^ elfe£t tbat the adoption of his fuggeflion to pod^tic 
the third reading vS the Vote of Credit Bill might have with<* 
out doors, either alt hoifre' or abroad. He himfclf thought 
that the beft way would be, to defet the third reading of the 
Bil! till the other orders of the day were dilpofed of. Their 
lordfhlps did mbtknoW the injurious confcqucnces that might 

jlkfke, if the third rifadlng of this Bill were deftrted even t^li 
CefrkJttdfly. HM-, - ' 

'' ' - ' XJdkd 
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Lord Miand rcpl*ed» that too wch flrift was »>pw 

an ejtprcffion, wWoh mtd not be confida^ ^ bafft wAf- 

3 ® 1 . VW ^ wd wo„!J tf^t, ^.fopo, 
SKiqFji4o»jrmng the third reading thp BfM to 4 ««Jaf 
offltt, thouS dilated apparently by the 
3 ^^ wtsl.ghly objea.Qnable. But he «^dRPt w. 

m he believe or fuppofc, that there had exjft^among the 
noble lords who were adverfc to the Bill» a prr»^ Jo 

fiftent with their high chaiaaers as takinphe Hogfe bj^fur* 

prifc. In the mean time, and wh.lft tb s (bort converfafioR 
bad Ufted, feveral noble lords had arrived: the Houle was «« 
longerthin. and he was nowieady if it to takf 

the regular qucftion for the thud riding of the Bill. 

The £ar/ of Lauderdale fatd he thought the propifition of 
the learned loid on »he wool-fack for prefciablc to that of the 
noble lot d who had fpoken before^ which, if it had teen adopted, 
would h ive made the debate, on this bill, uke place of the 
oueftiun, which was more particularly undtrttood to te the 
bufinels of the day. He could not account for the cMraoi di¬ 
nar v piopolition of the noble lord, and his ftiH moie eatipfioidi¬ 
nar? inlinuation of the learned lord’s want of candour, ujtle.s 
it were in his wifli for delay till thtlr lordftups could alkmble, 
and till the Houfc formed the pid^uicfque appear nice uhich it 
now did, and wh.ch it always did, previous to adivifion. 
(IVhtletht Cbanrelhr WQi fpeakmg^ feveral btjhipi and at her 
lo) ds had entered.) He (wppolcd the noble loid (Lord Auck¬ 
land) had only Ipoken to gain time, and being miufcd to ad- 
dn-A the HouIl, be had <P<»hen he ditL, inadvertently, 

Lnd 4 ui Hand it he laboured undiByinr^>»harfairii»fn^^ 
from being muccuftonud to addrefs tl^ flpute, it was a 
fortune wbch would not befall the nople «ar^ irptfl the fame 

^^'I'ofd Grenvilk {having jud eut ted) apologised for bis ab- 
fence, and condemned i!ic coudud ot all the noble lords wte 
wiOied to take the HouL b> lurpn/c, and to difcufs the pro* 
pnety of the Bill m the ablence of thole who wcie refpjuitblc 

for public mtafuics. , , , r > 

Tbc Eat I of Laudet dale took particular noUce of nc Lora 
Chancellor’s declaiation, that no one knew whit injurious 
confcqucnces might enluc, if tlie third reading of the Bui 
writ d< li)ed even till the’next day. “What,” his loi dhip 
aiktd, “ would be laid in that Houle, if a rrt,ntb mim^ii.r 
had come inlft the conve ntion, and demanded loUrge a lum as 
t*he prefent, wh.ch hid been expended in unforltu} fervicts ? 
jf he- had dated that the calculatiom. of the governmtnt had 

ialltn 
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f^en diat much (hort of thek .a£luai w^nts, and if ke hstd‘ 
Cud it 4 $ unknowti what injurious confeaudnees may if 

this ifum' be not immcdiat«y granted f I’iUMjf lordfhip* would 
libcn' have feen the noble Secretary of Sftite come' into dmt 
Houfe, and make a long ^eech on the delptratB condltioo. 
of the French finances. He then would have proved, p» 
the fatisfadtion of a majority of their lordihips, that Franee 
could not carry on the war another month } that her finances 
were completely ruined/’ (A cry of hear ! hearf) If by 
the cry of hear! hear!” continued Loid Lauderdale, ** we are 
to uD^rlland that the noble lords pride thcrafelves on their 
prophecies, I anfwer, that the ftate of the French finances is 
a thing which I have always conftdered to be of little or no 
importance. 'J ne value of the aflignats has fallen below 
what could have been expelled j but arc the French armies 
in a worfe ihate at this time than they were at any former 
period ? Is not the recruiting and provillonitig of their 
armies carried on with more vigour and fuccefs' than when 
the aflignats were fifty times their prefent value i Whatever 
may be the fiate of the French finances, we difeover no de« 
bility in their government. I have always faid, that the 
Value of aflignats was an indifferent thing to the fuccefs of the 
wary and we now fee, that my predictions are more truly 
fulfilled than thole of the noble fecretary; for, admitting 
themtobe as worthlefs tts he can ftate them, I afk you to look 
at theirarmics, and fce.if thek ifeprcciation has had any effedl 
there. Look at thofe armies,, fo formi^ble, that I truil his 
lordibip will- never advrle the Englilh government, or its 
., allies, ^gain to encountfer them. If they do, I fear they will 
fhare a worfe fate tban they hitherto have experienced. “ In 
fiating thefe fa2is and arguments,” faid his Jordfhip, “ 1 go 
only upon general ihformatior, upon the intelligence 1 receive 
through tbofc ChaiiBcls that arc open to every mam '1 he 
noble fecretary may, perhaps, have better infurmatiun than I 
havefi arid, if we look to the enormous , funi that is charged 
for fecrct fervice, he ought to have excellent intelligence m- 
deed. Judging, howeyer, of his knowledge at tins time by 
what 1 have already witneficd, I am inclined to think 1 know 
as much of the ftate of France, and her armies, as his lordfhjp} 
though I cannot ifford to cope with him in giving fees to ob¬ 
tain information/’ The prefent meafttre appearerl to him hecon- 
fedfed to be calculated to alarm this countrv, with regard lo the 
varietyand ftrengthof our own rdburccs; and to imprci's Europe . 
with'the cprnioi), that they wi.ic not quite fo flouriihing' as 
was fuppolbd. He animadverted on Lord Grenville’s af- 

feition. 
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^fcrtion, that the King’s nrjiaifters were the only refpahfible 

^^erfons for public mcafurcs. Was not parliament* moft pio-^ 
pcriy* reiponfible for them ? The King’s minifters in thaC^ 
Houle were no further refponfiblc than any other member of 
it: but that afiertion only confirmed what he had advanced 
recently* namely, that the King’s minifters had fo much in- 
fluence over the members of that Houfe, that they could eafily 
perfuade them to adl as they thought proper ; and confequenily 
it was very natural for the noble lord to deem the King’s 
miniflers, rather than the parliament, rcfponfible for public 
incafures. 

Lord Grenviile faid, that he meant in the few words he 
had before addrelletl to their lordlhips was, that the King’s 
minifters were icrponfible for the meafures they bruoght for¬ 
ward ; he did not intend to convey any fuch doefrin': rifpcdf- 
ing parliament, as that imputed to him by the noble Earl. He 
would nor, he declared, trouble the Houfe with a repetition or 
his arguments of laft night, becaufc it he tollowcd the noble 
lord into the extraneous matter he introduced, there could be 
no end to their debates. He would then only meet the noble 
earl’s aftertions, with afTcrting that the vote of credit w'as 
perfe£tiy regular and coniiftent with preced'*nt. With re¬ 
gard to the French finances, they were now come to that 
pitch which he had all al.mg pjcdicted would be the conic-«^ 
qucnce of their embarraiTments and expenditure. 

'Fhe Duke of Gr/ifton faid he would by no means call upon 
the noble lord to repeat his arguments; he would imagine 
that he had proved all he faid he had proved. 'Vo his mind, 
however, the intiodudtion of a vote of credit at this period of 
the feiTion, was a meafurc which was perfedlly new. Had 
it been practiced by any miniftcrB in the good times of the 
cnnftitjtion, it would have been followed bv a bill of indem-* 
jiity for a proceeding fo repugnant to the principles of our 
government. That the means employed by minifters for raif- 
ing money w'erc at once difgraccful and illegal, he had not 
the fmallcft doubt, and that if luch mcafurcs were iaiivltiuned, 
the conftitutional duties ol the Houle of Commons would be 
violi’ted, and a part of the executive government draw to 
itfelf prerogatives which the cunftitiition did not permit it 
to cxcrcife. He rould not therefore give his fupport to a 
Kill for a vote of credit, which he believed to be fo rt‘j>ugnunt 
to the wife and iaUuaiy iorm> and principles of the coiifti- 
iLitlon. 

'I'he houfe behig pretty well filled, the qucftion was put 
upon the third reading ot the ivlJ, ;uid it pailbd in the af¬ 
firmative. 

VoL. III. 1796 3 v t 
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FOUR AND A HALF PER CENTS- 

Earl of Lauderdale faid, that, as the grounds of the 
bblervation he had to ftatc, he would move, that the clerk 
fliould read various extracts from the Journals of the Houfe 
of Commons in 1701, the ait of the loth of King 
William, chap. 3. and the claufe of the ait 1 ft of Queen 
Anne, chap. 7. fettling the civil eftablifhment. 'Fhc firft of 
ihofe aits proved, that the Tour and a half per cents were then let 
apart for the maintenance of the Civil Lift. The other ait 
rehited to a proceeding which had taken place in the reign 
of Quf’cn Anne—a petition fiom Barbadnes, praying, that the 
funds ariJing troni thofe four anda hah. per cents, might be appro¬ 
priated to the defence of .he ifland—a rtf- lution of the Houfe of 
Commons, and a deeJ-r.. n of the; throne granting the 
prayer of the petition, Thef.»me i‘:..ving been read, 

'The Earlrf Lauderdale began his fpceth with declaring 
tliat he wouid avoid canvaffing the conduit of a particular 
perfon whom it might have been imagined he fhould have 
adverted to in confequence of a recent publication ; no man 
could more admire that gentleman's genius, wit, and talents, 
nor could .my man more fmcerely regret the manner in 
wnich the. uad been degraded ♦ on a late occafion. But no¬ 
thing fhnoio iead him afide from the bro.ad line of his public 
duty and t;ve conftdcration of a fubjetS which he confidered to 
be of extreme importance, and to enable their lordfbips properly 
to underftand w-hich, he had called for thofe papers to be 
read, which their lordfbips had juft heard. It regarded the 
appin-aiion of a fund which their anceftors had carefully dedi¬ 
cated to appropriate purpofss, and that at a period when the 
ibitc of the country, and of the financeo, demanded the ut- 
Eioft clrcumi’peilion, and the utmuft accuraev In the expendi- 
rui c of the public money. Such was its importance, that 
Loid Cbrejidon, in the articles againft whom the mifapphea- 
non of this veiy fund loinjcd a parr, declared, in anlwcr to 
;.Se tenth article of h;s impeachment, that the reftoration of 
the prorperity of the country was, in a great m- afure, owing 
to the operation of this fund. He v.'as well aware, his lord- 
fliip faid, that he laboured under a peculiar difodvaiitagc in 

• 'ringing this funjecl before the Houle at the piefcnt period j 

• t inig.u, perhaps, be treated with fume degree of Icviry by 

who were in the habit uf fporting with rniilion':, and 


ho'ding 
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‘lokliiig the laws in contempt. Such was the profufion to 
which their lordfliips were accuftomed, fuefa were the im- 
nienfe Turns voted away every feffion without confideration, that 
amifapplication of a fmaller kind would probably meet but with 
a cold reception, and attraft but little regard. Thofe who were 
in the habit of making fuch enormous grants might deem the 
fund to which he now called their attention, to be of cotn- 
parratively fmall importance. This day they had voted 
2,500,000!. and in the courfc of the feffion th^ had previ- 
oufly voted away the enormous Turn of i8,0(^oool. To 
proceed, he was emboldened, however, by the refleftion, that 
reform w.is only to be effeited by a conftant attention to 
bring forward the grievance to notice, and by a minute diiplay 
of the abufes th;'t cxifteJ. 

From an exordium to the preceding effcA, the Earl of 
Lauderdale piocceded to ftate an hiftoricai account of the 
origin of the four and half per cent, fund. 

The Leeward Iflands, from whence that fund proceeded, 
had been firft granted to an earl of of Marlborough, and they 
had afterwards become the property of Lord Carlifle, after 
paffing through Tome other hands, and during the confuHons 
which prevailed in the laft century, a Lord Willoughbv had 
obtained leave to go out with fettlers upon payment to Lord 
Carlifle of one-half of any profit that might be made. They 
came at laft back into the poiTeffion of the Crown, in con- 
fcquence of a reftgnation from Lord Kinnoul, a fuccefibr of 
Lord Carlifle. So early as the year 1663, certain duties of 
four and a half per cent, were granted by the afiemblics of inha¬ 
bitants, for the firft time, for the defence and fortification of 
the iflanas, as is recited in the words of the grant itfelf. In 
1701, in the reign of Queen Anne, an enquiry took place in 
me Houfc of Commons on the fiibje£l of the mifapplication 
of the produce of that fund, grounded on a petition prefented 
from the merchants and planters of Caibadoes, and con- 
neded with the other iflands in queftion, and in confequcnce 
of an inftrudion from a Committee of the Houfc, an addrefs 
was moved to requeft her Majefly to give order to h.ive the 
produce of the fund appropriated to the original purpofes ; 
an anlwer was received from Mr. Secretary Vernon ap¬ 
proving of the defign, and an ad was at length pafled, plac¬ 
ing the fund upon its projfer footing, and limiting it to its 
proper objects. Her Majefty’s woid was then pledged, and 
it was iinpoffikle not 10 conclude that this fund was not 
intended to be appropriated to the purpofes of the grant, by 
tlie ailt inbliel:- and to no other, molt cfpetiaUy, as it was even 

R1 2 ’ fo 
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fo decideiJ hy the Legiflatiire itfclf. The point thus folrmiily, 
eftablinicd, wa^ confirmed by the prailice during the reign ot^ 
George the firlb and of many years, and if any deviation 
VEhacevrr took place, at lead it would be found that no pen- 
fion had been fettled uj^on this fund till that of Lord Chatham. 
It had begun with, the example of a very great man, a.i>d he 
hoped that the prefent dillinguifhcd chara^flcr v/ould be the 
Lift on whom giants from th-s fund would be'cohfcrrcd. It 
w'ould not be dated in excufc that the remaining funds were 
fufficient for the defence of the inaivls, [Je believed 1‘uch a 
thing wouliirfiot be allertcd. He had difeovered, he faid, there 
bad been an intention to provide out of that fund for a noble 
Xord f, who had on a former day given an account of the 
tranfaclion himfclf; he had traced the grant to the* Jalt flage, 
and found that the great feal had never been affixed to it. 
The reafon why this had not been donts could not have arrifen 
from any change in the difpofition to pri-vide for that noble 
lord, from a lets liberal opinion of his fcrviccs to his country, 
for the Commercial Treaty with France, and other adts ot 
importance that he had negotiated and atchieved, or from any 
difincHnation to reward thofe Ivrvices ; it could only have rc- 
Ai.lced from its having been found upon examination that it 
woulit have been inconfifient vvith -the ob;ecl of the fund. 
With this tranfaclion fome of the prefent miniilers were ac¬ 
quainted. Though they were then ftartled with the impro¬ 
priety of fixing any penfion upon this fund, their fciujilcs 
icenied, in this inllance, to have been overccine, 'Fhcy wcic 
not then fo inured to the violation of the forms of the con- 
fiitution and the aCfs of the legiflaturc. Now they can boldly 
ftand forward and refufe all inquiry, though told that the re¬ 
venues of the ftate and its finances arc cmbarraired and anti¬ 
cipated ; that every department of the government is in ar¬ 
rears ; that difpenfing power, at prefent ajJunicd, had not tiicn 
been brought into exercife. He dehed any noble lord to 
come forward and uy that this was a fair tr.infa^ftion. Ano¬ 
ther ground on which this fubjeeb was to be confidered pre- 
fented itfelt. He would remind the Houfe that ill 1785 a 
mcfliigc had been carried down to the H«ufe of Commons, 
reprefcHting; that this fund was greatly burtheneJ. it was 
ftated by tiie minillcr of finance of that day, that there was a 
debt upon this fund of 53,000!. and he likewife propofed to 
parliament to pay off this debt, an 3 to trinsfer the ..llowancc 
of the Duke of Gloucelicr (of 9,000!. a year) from this fund 
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to the general fund, both of which were complied with* The 
fund being thus relieved, foon improved from 28,000!; 10 
upwards of 40,000!. By an uncxpe6icd incident it had come 
to his knowledge, that at diflcrent times (in ^79^ 

179s) 23,000!. and 25,0001, had been taken from this fund 
for the relief of the civil lilK This was done in direct vio- 
lation of tiie fpirit of the acl of the 23*^ his prefent,Ma- 

jefty. 

^rhere wss another view alfo, in which this fubjeft might 
be taken up. If there really did cxift any abufe in the manage¬ 
ment of this fund, it was the duty of parliament to introduce 
fuch regulations as fliuuld feem proper for its fccurity. It was 
bclrdes worthy of remark, that whenever this fund was bur¬ 
dened, the public were called upon to difeharge the arrear. 
On the other hand, when there was an overflowing, it wa? 
made the pretence for tilling the p.ickets of the fovereign, 
t>y clandeftinely relieving the civil lift. It w^as not at prefent 
ttiequcrtion whether the funds of the (bvereign were fufficient 
for, the fupply of his wants and the mtuntenance of his dignity ; 
it was however fit that parliament fhouid at all times hav^ thff 
controu! of that expence, and the arrangement of the fum^ 
that are applied for that purpoic. In the inftance alluded to. 


'the money was not only applied to the King^s ule without the 


knowledge or confentof parliament, but it wa s never brou^-^^ t 


forward, ami vva'^ only difcovercd upon an incidcmal mour3n. 
Minifters rxvcMlhelcfs might imagine tlicy were doing the.r 
duty, while they were thus violating the laws of tlirir country ; 
it could only hov/cver be upon the principle of a fraudulent 
trader, who never imagines that he has fwurved from honefty 
to long as he is able to efeape detection. Having laid great ftret's 
on many ot thel'e olhei various, ;:nd put them in the moft point¬ 
ed manner, the ear! fald, he ftated the grounds upon which 
his motion was to be founded, and he would conclude with 


moving the fame nddrrfs that in the reign of Qiicen Anne had 
been prefented by the Houfeol Commons, I'roni that period, 
during an interval of fixiy years, no JeviatiiMi had taken 
place fiom the rule whieh it eftabifthed. If he coulvl fiircced 


jn carrying a fimilar addrefs, he ihould be fatisfied with re- 
ftoring the proper diflribution of the fund for the fame period, 
and would leave it to the pofteiityof foine of their lordihips 
CO propolc the remedy, Ihauld the violntlon be repeated. 'I'his 
was a fpace that, in the pmfpcJi of a faithful obfervariec, 
looked nlmoft like perpetuin*^, and the fame iruerforence 
afterwaidsbefufficicnt to prolong its duration. He concluded 
with moving, That an addreis bcprefciucd to his Majefty, 

ptaying 
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‘ prjiyiffg that he would be graciPuily pleafed to give orders 
“ thait the duty or Imports of 4;. per eentunii iirifing in Bar- 
badi^ and Leeward Iflands, be appli^ for the repair- 
** ing and ercirting fiich fortifications and other public ufes, foi; 
** thefafety of the faid iflands as his Majcfty fliall direcL” 
Lord GrentnUf faid, at the fame time that he rofe to oppofe 
ihe motion, he owned he was glad to find that the noble earl, had 
avoided any allufion to a particular individual, (Mr. Burke) j 
bad he, however, chofen to introduce that topic, he was fully 
prepared tohavemet him on that ground, and to have vindicated 
what had been granted to that individual on grounds equally 
bondufable to his charaifler, and to the conduct of admini- 
ftration. The fubjedl trucly confidered, divided itfclf into 
WO quefttons, a qiieftion of law and a queftion of propriety. 
jtK^ipofing the morion of the noble carl, his lordfhip declared, 
lie would not avail himfelf of the argument to be drav.m from 
fl^ novelty of th? proceeding, in calling upon that Houfe to 
to a refolution with refpecl: to the dlfpofal of public 
Money; he would take up thcfubjecl exacUy as it biid been 
rot^ by the noble earl, in point of propriety. It might have 
been a matter of argument for him, and be would have been 
Juftified'to reft it upon that one point, that when the grajit 
upon which the prefent queftion was founded, was repre¬ 
hended as an innovation, the original ai 5 I of parliament was 
not an a£l for obliviating the appropriation of the crown. 
There was a wide difference between the refolutioiis of the 
Houfe ftanding upon the journals, and the refolutions now 
ptopofed to their lordftiips, which depended upon tile difler- 
ence of the time in which they were brought forward. He 
confented, however, to lay by every confideiation upon that 
point, and to confine himfelf to the noble carl's account of 
what paffed in former times, and in 17Hi, all of which ho 
conceived led to direffWy oppofite conclufions to thofe deduced 
from them by the noble earl. 

His lordftiip entered into a minute hiftory of the fund, 
which naturally induced an examination between the right and 
■propriety of appropriating the revenues of the iflands to the 
civil lift eftabliflimciit, previoufly declaring that there never 
was a clearer queftion, or a queftion comprefted into a narrower 
compafs. The iflands were, he laid,^bought by the crown for a 
pecuniary confideiation, of the rcprefeiitativcs of the Earl of 
Carlifle (who had inherited them after the Earl of Mailbo- 
rougb). Antecedent to this purchafc on the part of the crown, 
the proprietor had granted ceitain privilegcs_, in the manner of 

quit 
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quit jrsnts, to thofe perfons who cultivated the Umd, and be¬ 
came i'ettlers, while certain duties were levied u|X}n«tbptn by 
the proprietor, which» as proprietor andmafter of the iiland, 
he had a rig^it to do; and thefe duties he levied without hefi- 
tation, ana wi&out doubt or queftiori, as appj^afed by the for¬ 
mal avowal of the afltjmbly itfelf, which conferee ^them » 
his clear and indifputabie rights.' Duiing thC" civil wars, 
there had been, as might have been expelled, a change of pro¬ 
perty, and the iflands fell into ether hands, who brought thcoi, 
by their care and cultivation, to yield a confidcrable degree of 
proHt, and thus titles were made to claims and inhentaru^, 
under the ufurjied authority, by encroachments upon private 
property, and the property of the crown, which afterwards 
became the fubjedis of litigation, and they were brought be¬ 
fore the crown for decifion j when it was determined, aft^r 
fuch a complication of claims as were produced, that though 
they were forfeited to the crown, it was not competent for 
the crown to grant and devife them away; and it W'as well htiW 
^ that great and conflicuiional lawyer and hiftorian, L(>r4, 
Clarendon, that it was not coni patible with the intereft^ 
dignity of the crown, to dilpollcfa the fcttlers, nor to depriip 
the defendants of the proprietors, to whom the grant had beea 
originally, made of their legal iniicritance. Accordiiij,ly,^ an 
^reement was made with the reprefentatives of the Karl of 
Carlifle, as before-mentioned, to confjgn their clai 1 10 the 
crown for a legal conlideration, and as the duties which had 
been formerly levied, were very heavy upon the fettlers, the 
crown agreed with the fettlers to renounce all further claim tp 
the levying of thofe duties upon the confidcration of receiving 
an annual per centa^e^ of four and a half per ecnl, in lieu there¬ 
of on the poflcilions. By this agreement all patties were 
accommodated. 

Lord Grenville produced five ails relative to this exchange, 
and read parts of tnem, upon which he infiftcd a doubt could 
not exift that a free furrender of the per eentage was- made for 
the ufe of the crown. So much therefore for the original claims 

In regard to theappiopnaiion of thefe refources, the original 
appropriation adtcxi iicu in the latter end of the reign of King 
William, ami two or three years pafled without any notice be¬ 
ing t..lctn of the expiration of that ail. or the purpoles to which 
the revenues wete applied. It was afterwards refolved, how¬ 
ever, a-, the noble earl had accurately flated, that they (hould 
be appiopriated to local purpofes, to the improvements of the 
iflaiid them [elves, to the fafety and de fence of them, or to 
grants to perfons for proteiting them. It was unncccffajy to 

refer 
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refer to the hiftory of thofe times, to fhew that the period 
it> which- fuch men as lord Somers ajid lord Halifax were im¬ 
peached, could not be the brighteft »ra of our annals, becaufe 
it was well known that the Houfe of Commons of that day 
were not the pared that ever fat. It was at that period then, 
stud after the demife of the crown, that agents arrived from 
Sarbadoes, to petition parliament for an aif ofloca! appropria¬ 
tion and a reverfion of the appropriation a(fl, which expired in 
the reign of King William. This petition was referred to a 
committee of fupply, who prayed the Qtiecn to make an ap¬ 
propriation of the particular revenues of thofe jllands to the 
particular pnrpofcs for which it was requefted and thus par- 
Ikiment obvioufly conlidered them as parts of the general fund, 
and by their requcll, intimated that it was optional in the 
crown to grant them for that fpeclfic ufe, or not, as it thought 
proper ; it feems never to have occurred to parliament at this 
time, that the produce of the four and a half f-'r cent would 
:^ply to thofe purpc'fi-s, and to no other. The confequcnce 
was as might have been cxpc£fed, that the Queen complied 
vith this requed; and the realon was obvious, becaufe no 
doabtifat any the Commons icqued the Crown to 

a fpecilic appiopriaiion of a part of its revenue^, a minider 
would a£f ext.'L-n ely ill, if he did not adviic the ciown to 
comply with tne ^vidrefs. This appears however, as he had 
before dated, to be a proof that the Crown might, or might 
not, devifethefe levenues without an a£t of parlhunent. '1 he 
application uf it by ftatute m 1701 was meant as a fiur upon 
the charaiSier of our immortal deliverer. King William it 
was impolTible to read that add refs of the parliament and not 
perceive that fuch was its tendency. I'befe proceedings were 
confined, however, to the reign of Queen Anne ^ in an aol 
of George I. we find the four and a half per o'wrr, were ex¬ 
cepted from the civil lift, and not appropriated to the civil go¬ 
vernment, and yet no addrefs was prcferited upon that occa- 
fion to the crown, nor was any refolution palled. lYuhaps 
it might befaid that the appropriation was undtrllood by the 
fpirit of the a£l in the preceding reign, and that the fucceflbr 
was bound to the adherence to it. The heft comment upon 
it was, however, founded upon «the hiftory^of the ininfablKUi. 
In the very fame year ofthe fucceflion, an application of the 
revenue of thefe iflands was made as foreign to any one 
of the puipnfes afEgned in the appropriati-m adl, as the 
individual penfioa which was the caufe of the prefent dif- 
citflion; whereas the money was always appropriated in part 
JC t.he building and repair of alllnibly houlls, the cxpci.ccs 
' ' oi 
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ademblieS) &c. and by the addrefs of the Commons to 
Queen Anne, allotted in the remainder tolhe local fiefcncc of 
the illand, and the fafety thereof. 

In 1714 a penfion was granted out of thefe revenues, to the 
governor of Bermuda, and the firft article of the memorial of 
the grant to the governor of Bermuda, plainly Ihews that the 
parliament at that time confidered ihefc revenues contributing 
as part of the revenues of the general mafs of the Britifh Em¬ 
pire, and not as any particular part of a particular cllabliih- 
ment, and that they were to be applied as one part of the ge¬ 
neral niafs of revenue, to which the general mafs of the re- , 
f>ui‘ces were applied* He did not, however, reft upon that 
point only. In the whole courfc of a century, from that time 
to the time in which they were made ufe of for a noble earl,' 
whofe memory would, he trufted, ever be heid facred by 
englifhmen (the late earl of Chathani,) they hud been applied 
in large fums to the different colonies* in 1733, alargel'um 
was applied to the government of jerfev# Was that ifland 
a part ot the iflund of Barbadoei, or had it any connedlion or 
dependence on it? Nor was that all. Large Turns had been 
uniformly applied to fpecial fervices of the crown, not fpeci- 
fied under any head of particular accounts. The iargeft part 
of the revenue of the ifland of Barbadoes, throughout the 
whole of the reign of George the fecond, was fo applied, and 
not to mention the grant to the carl of Chatham, :t was con¬ 
formably to this pra£lice, that a grant of the fame revenues 
was made to Sir 'rhomas Robinfon, who had ierved in one 
of the iflands, and received a penfion from this fund fv-r his 
ferv'ices, and he aftcrw'ards received a further pcnfiun from the 
fame fund without any doubt or queftion of fuch an appropri- 
arion. Putiing out of confidetation, fuch as the fums allow'ed 
to the governor of Bermuda, and the government of jerfey, 
tie. he would a^k whether the lirll penfion of 50ol.^tT annujUf 
which Sir Thomas Robinfon received out of this fund, or the 
farther fum of 300Uwhich was paid out of this 
fund, had any ctmnechon with the local fituation of Barba- 
docs? Sir I'homas Robinfon had ferved well; he had, how¬ 
ever, no more pollibility of enjoying a local provifion from 
this fund, than rue perfan had who hi.d lately received it, if 
the argum^it cr.cir lordlhips had heard was founded- 

Lord Grenville came next to the cenfideration of the grant, 
ibjurtly and fo honourably *made, to the cail of Chatham, 
troni this fund; aiui hefaid, he was not only willing to allow 
that it was more applicable than the reft, but inhnitely ftron- 
ger. Hewasawaie that it might be iaid, the grant of Sir 
VoL* III. S f Tho- 
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Thomas Robinfon was made at the end of :hc reig;n, ai^d a 
theeiki ofalc>ng(e(fion of parliament, when if fir Ht pjinhlv'^ 
cfcape notice. What, however, was to W. faid oi ihe 
to tbe earl'Of Chatham, made in the begianin^i ot a reign, 
4 nd immediately after a recefs; when the civil lift of the crown 
was new modelled, and it viv.s difputed upon wh^?c fund it 
(hoidd be fettled, and when al^ the other relative rhereta 
were carefully recited ; when thofc a^b were cxa n'Uit'j hv the 
firft law chara< 3 ers this country has tobaift i f, ar'! when 
Mr. Pratt and Mr. Yoike were the atto ney vi sitor 
generals? Far be it from him he fad, to y.jcuimc to 
waftc the time and attention of the Houfe, by aftLinpting to 
enter into the legal defence of the legal Conduct v.i .\lr. PraiC 
and Mr. Yorke ; while hefliould dciervtdly incur the ceiifuic 
of arrogance, he coiifcious he fhould feet iurrudf i '>compc- 
tenttodu it; lord Hardwickc and lord Mau-.ri -d had al^vi 
concurred in thcfhmc opinion, and from that period, he would 
venture to aflbrt it would be found, withour any intern’(Jtion, 
and without any iotenniffion, ^ardly one n an who had fiih.d 
thcofficcof attorney or folicitor general, hnfdiy one niaa 
in the treafury, had not been a party to fanction grants from 
ihcfe fund*; for otlier purpofes than thofc afligj^ed l>y the appro¬ 
priation a£l, b.ought publicly and in the open day be:ore par¬ 
liament, and t -*yiing to conlirmand ftreng’hen fuch grants as 
legal grants* I 'iic crown, if thequdrion at pjcfcnc, tnertfore, 
weretorequ" noorhci preccJci^t and ai]tlu>rlty than that, he 
would reft ptriectiy content wdth a defence which had biti) 
confirmed by fiich men as lord Hajuvvicke and lord Mans¬ 
field. 

When it was propoied to inftitntc new meafur'^s upon the 
application of the civil lift; the ftrongeft confirmation he 
cou'd produce of the propnety of the late penhon was to hi 
found in theprccecdiitcsin 1785, when a mciia-c was brought 
down to chv Moufe of VJem/nons irom the crov/n, to inforiix 
thcETi that thefe four and a luli'^rr/vw rcvenu-'S w're not 
adequate to the demands up.in them. \Vhat*iiid parlmmcja 
then do? Did paWiameni proclaim that ail the grants upon 
- thde revenues W’cre illegal grants ? Did parliament fay that 
they w'ere contrary tu the fpirii and letter of preceding a^ls of 
par'iament, and ought noi to he toleiaied nor continued? 
No I Parliament did not do this, hur it did dn ecily the rc- 
verfe, it tacitly approved and iarictloned every one of thoic 
grants, by taking oft a part of them, and charging them upon 
the getieral fund, and more cfprcially fo in the cafe of anan- 
nuity of a royal perfunage, who had na local claim whatever 

10 
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to a pruvifion out of that particular fund, (the Duke of Glou- 
cl'ltor). Oil what ground then was the right and propriety of 
any arip'^opriatiou fo itand, if the penfion of a right honour¬ 
able gentleman wili not iland on this? If the right of the 
civil Tift anpropriation of this fund would not reft from thefe 
ftaUiiieiiCcv, there was nothing like certainty in the couftittt- 

r 

tion. 

The pillar’d firmami'nt rottennefo 
“ A ife die Uoad b.iuiol ihc e'ltliunflaMi.'* 

The noble ear! bad charged his Majefty^s mimfters with . 
fccKvv in this tranla^tion, and had faid that it might have 
cfciip 'd detection fume time longer if it had not been fecn 
peeping out fay accident at the foot of the accounts upon the 
tabic* He not only denied this charge^ but contended, that 
there was no occalion for fecrecy, inafmuch, as long before 
the preient minifters had the honour of being called into ad- 
minillration, in the years 1771, 1772^ 1773» 1774, to 

the time that parliament was informed of the infuificiency of 
the productions of thefe revenues to defray the charges upon 
them in 1785, they feem to have been applied in aid of the 
civil lift for fpecial fervices. And parliament, fo far .from 
difapproving of fuch applications, had pafted new regulations, 
which were not to be found in the appropriation a£l of 1601, 
and which tended to confirm them. No limitation, no re- 
ftrivlion wiiatever had been framed upon the face of this prac¬ 
tice, and on thl- ground he refted his defence. His Majefty’s 
niinifters had done that which was confonaut In fpirit and irt 
principle to the pr.uflice of former periods, and they had done 
tliat which had been the prailice of government, cfpccially in 
the cafe of the earl of Chatham, as well as the practice of 
aim -ft cvciy fuccceding year. On this ground, therefore,' 
he repeated, he refted his defence, together with his refiftance 
to the motion of the noble carl, and it any breach of propriety 
or guilt of any kind could be imputed to his majtfty’s fer- 
vancs, he was ready to take his (hare in it, whatever it might 
be. 

The Earl of Landerdak^ faid in reply, that he felt himfelf 
obliged to make one or two remarks on the odd ftrain of ar¬ 
gument adopted by the noble lord. In fomc of his ftatc- 
ments the noble lord had been correct, in others he had niif- 
reprefented the fadt, and fomc he had applied moft ftrangely. 
He wilhed therefore to fet the Houfe right in a few faiSs. 
Firft, in regard to the five acis which the noble lord bad read, 
there was no claule upon the face of four of them to fupport 
lus arguments. In point oi 6^dt, the fpecial application 
nude with an avowed anew to the fifity and defence, &c. of 

h 1 2 made 
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Barbadoes ; and he did not fee how he could reconcile the 
noble lord^s argument with thofe a< 5 ts. In reg.3rd to the ap¬ 
plication of thefe revenues in the reign of George L the noble 
lord mujft know', that it was not necelTary for parliament to 
make a new regulation, when an adequate one was alrcaily 
exiting; neither was it neceiTary to pafs an exprefs a(£t of 
parliament in full force, as in the preceding leign of Qi^ieen 
Anne? In his opinion there w^as no occafion to ranlaek old 
adts of parliament to do fo; unlefs the noblei^^^td meant that 
he was at a lufs to comprehend his meaning. 

With regard to the grant to the governor of Bermuda, he 
confidered that grant at leaf! as a colonial grant, which differed 
widely from a grant upon the civil lift at home. The noble 
lord had forthcr faid, that from that time there were gradual 
encroachments, as in the cafes of Bermuda, Jamaica, and 
Jerfey, which he contended were njalrriaJly in point, for^ 
getting that all the grants upon thofe illantis were applied to 
colonial ufes. In fact there was no grant limilar to that w hich 
occafioned the prefent difcullion till Lord Chatham's. The 
grant to Sir I'homas Robinibn was given for part fervices in 
the Leeward Iflands, and no better appropriation had been 
ever made, nor was ever more matenallv called for. The 
grant to Mr. Robinfon was totally oppofite in its nature to the 
grant which iitduced him to make his prefent motion. That 
grant was given, and juHly given, for Crviccs adtually done 
to theiflands, and as fuch was defcnfible on the ffriil ground'! 
of policy and jullice ; could the gentleman whom the noble 
fecretary alluded to in his fpeech, fet up any fuch claim for the 
improper appropriation of the per cents, made in his be¬ 
half? The precedent was a dangerous and an alarming one» 
and fuch, an abufe as any government ought to be afhamec 
to avow. Several noble lords, troin the loud private con- 
verfation, the earl obferveil, were extremely impatient foi 
■*the conclufion of the debate; they came down to the 
Houfe without being in the Icaft acejuainted with the merits 
of the qucltion, to enjoy the pltMuiies of a divtiionj fo far 
however from their manifcfhuions of impatience being anv 
inducement to him not to fulfil his duty, he aifured them no 
fuch difoiderly condudt, would have the fmalleft tft'ecl on him; 
he would proceed, rcgardlefsof what they might feci in not 
being irrmediately able to return to their comfort and cafe, 
Public money, he w'ould cver*coiitcnd, ought not to be fub- 
fervient to private purpofes, where the laws did not precifely 
and diftinitly juftify the meafure ; that lids w'as not the cale, 
he appealed to the noble fecretary, not as a Ittitcfmaii and poli¬ 
tician, but as a lawyer. 


I'he 
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The noble Secretary of State, had relied with an air nf 
tf lumph on the authority of Mr. Yorke, and Mr. Pratt, but it 
was well known that the opinions of lawyers depended ako* 
geiher on the nature and terms of the cafe fubmitted to them, 
and were Mr. Yorke and Mr. Pratt alive at the prefent time, 
and in pofTeffion of the fa< 9 s he could ftate to them, he had 
no doubt that they would give an opinion widely different 
from that they had dated. The noble lord feemed to have 
introduced the names of Mr. Pratt and Mr. Yorke, the at¬ 
torney and folicitor genernaJs, merely as a foil to fet ofF his 
own bad arguments, and to divert their lordQiips attention 
from the kihjecf before them, which he could not fupport on 
any grounds of law or julticc. 

Until the debt upon the genera] fund in 1785 werepaidoiF 
by the furplus of the Hnrbadoes revenues, the application of 
the four and ahalf cent, fund, he contended, Itood perfectly 
and completely on different grounds to tliofe which the noble 
lord bad ftated. That fund ought to be replenifhed. If the four 
and a half per cents, were to be applied to every purpofe, why 
did not the noble lord and his colleagues come openly before 
parhament and fay fodiffinc^ly? VVhv did they not come 
ai;d fay that, owing to the flour:fhing iisic of cnir revenues, 
ro rhe neceffitv of increafinir the inffu 'nee of the crowm, to the 
f ifrtv, wealth and profperiry «»f V\'ctf India iflands, which 
nrvn- could fo well adord 10 fupplv this country with fuper- 
ffuous fonts of money, they mevnt to appropriate the whole of 
tilt' colonial revenues to additional pc;.lions on the civil liff! 
If their lordfhip? would give wav to w'iiai the noh'e lord called 
gradual cncroachmenfs, they might reft affined, that in the 
i ourfe of ten years they w^ould be called upon to pay tm 
times the (urn. J^ady cxpeii^mee proved that it was the culi- 
tomofthe preliuit milliners tujuftky every part of their con- 
<iu>t tiy tlie prcccdenrs.^ they h;id themiclves raade, and to 
followup one enciwrhincnt upon the laws by another en- 
cro.ichmrnr. ConliJenng the late grant as a fhameful inva- 
iion of the Houfe of Commons, and feeling that it amounted 
foa Iciyaiic by rninilftis ul the public purfeoutof the hands of 
the other Moufe of i\irliamcnt, in whofe hands die conlli-i 
tution placed ir, he wa^ happy to have brought the prefent 
queilion before parliament, whatever might be its illue. 

Ufoe [loLifethcii divided ou Lt)id Lauderdale's motion. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Friday, March 4. 

Mr. NtwJand prefemed an account of the fums advanced 
by the Bank of England for the pubhe fervice, outftHuding 
from the 31ft cf December^ I79^> to the 31ft of December^ 

1795. 

A perfon from the Navy Office prefented an account of the 
navy debt, on the 31ft of December, 1795. 

A new writ was ordered for the boroughs of Perth, Dun¬ 
dee, &c. for tlic eleftion of a burgefs to ierve in parliament, 
in the room of Admiral Murridy, who has accepted of the 
Stiewardfhipof the Chiltrrn Hundreds. 

General Smiih laid, that he had been informed by fome re- 
fpe^^abie druggdls in the city of London, that the petition 
ioa>e time ago prefented from certain perfoi'.s calling them- 
telves apothecaries, did not contain a finHe lignaturc of any 
perfbii belonging to that foerety, and that the driiggilts had 
•attended regulaily lor fome days at the committee on the 
petition, but that as yet no bufinefs had been done. He gave 
notice, that except fome reafon was affigneJ for the delay, 
before that rime, he fhould move on Monday next, that the 
order of the Houfe refpeiting the petition, be difeharged. 

I'he order of the day being read on the Collateral Property 
Succeffion 'Fax Bill, 

'T he Cbant'ctkr of the Exchequer obferved, that tlic fchedule 
to be annexed to this Bill was ncceffariiy fo voluminous, that 
ibme time fhould be had to prepare it for the Houfe. He 
therefore moved that the order be difeharged, and that the 
tiouie do rtl'olvc itfclf into a committee of Uic whole 
Houfe oil this Bill on Tuefday the 8th inllunt. 

Ordered. 

GAME LAWS. 

As foon as the order of the efay nn this fuhjciSl was read, 
Mr. Cufiven rofe, and addrefl'ed the Chair as follows: 

** 1 now rife, Mr. Speaker, to have the honour of fubmittiug 
to the Houfe, a motion for the repeal of all the pcohibitory fta** 
- lutes relating to game, and for leave to fubllitute provifions in 
their jilace, for the more tffeiiual prefervation and fccurity of 
the fame. When I firft intiujated my intention of bringing 
this matter before the Houfe,' I had fixed upon a diitant 
period to have allowed full Lime for the thorough invcitlga- 
tion of a lubjecl rendered exrremely complex, by the number 
as well as fijr- cantn.dictory unich liill remain in 

iorce^ as alio to avail myfclf of the general kn.nricnts and 

wuhes 
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wi^hes of gentlemen upoA the buGnefs* At the inGianct of 
many refpeftabie perfons^ both in and out of this Houfe, I 
have been induced to depart from my firft intention, and to 
bring this quellion immediately before the Houi^ flattered 
with the fangulne cxp^’^fatioii of its meeting a pretty general 
concurrence. I am well aware of the prejudices which 
every conGderibJe change has to encounter; firft, from fuch 
as are enemies to ali reform, and fecondly, from thofe who^ 
tliougli no friends to the game laws, are fearfuj their abo- 
hcioii would prove the dellru£lion of the game. Before 1 
enter into any further difeufiion, I muft declare, if I con¬ 
ceived anv thimj; in this meafure could hiv^e fuch a tendency* 
or in the fmuli'ril degree, render the rcTidence of gentlemen ia 
the country Icfs plcafant, or in any ways inteifere with their 
amuienientf*, I Ihould have thought 1 did an injury rather 
than a benefit to the community by iny motion, fenfible that 
the rcfiJence of gentlezr.en in the country is a moft defirable 
and tcn\ls much to the happinefs of the bulk of the 
people; could i fuppofe, what I was about to offer, would 
in the fmalleff degiec iucerterc with any inducement to gen¬ 
tlemens fpenJing thdr lime and fortunes in the country, in- 
ftead of moving foi the repeal of the Game Laws ; 1 fnould 
have contended myj's;!f with off ering a modification of them* 
content even to ficrificc foinething ofjufticc to fo defirable an 
end. Sir, I prolcft I have the mod fuiguine expectations 
and the clcareit conviction in mv own mind, that if the Houfe 
Ihould adopt the propofition, I fiiall have the honour to 
make to them, that it will greatly increafe the quantity of 
game, prevent thoie unfortunate mifundcrllandings that but tOQ 
ficquciitiy interrupt the peace and harmony of neighbours, 
and at the lame time remove the odium which the prcfciii; 
tyranny of the game laws and nnjuffifiable monopoly occa- 
iions, unite every landholder in the with to preferve and pro- 
CetSl the game. Of fo long ftandiiig, and fo deep rooted are the 
fentiments entertained of the injaftice and tyranny of the 
game laws, that it appears impofliblc to confound them 
with any of thefe principles, the claim of which fo powerfully 
haunts the imaginations of nvany gentlemen at the prefenC 
moment; had I any occafion tor ffronger proof than what 
every getitlemaifs own knowledge and obfervation would 
furniih, as to the general execration in whicli the game 
laws have Jong been held, I mig‘it cite that great conftitu- 
tional lawyer, Sir William Blackllon:', who reprefents their 
tyranny as little fliort of the forelf laws, and repugnant to 

every principle of juftice. Sir, it would liave been impollible 

* • ! 
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for laws ,fo contradi(Story to the fpirit and pr'mciple.of the 
£n^m coiiilitdtion to have cxiiled^tt this time of day ^ had 
the^ been carried into genera] execution, fuffident inilances 
liavjc occurred to keep up the reJ'eotment of the country, Imt 
not fufiicient to call feth the united voice of the nauon for 
the|r repcaJ. Sir, it is the boaft of Engliihmen to hold their 
liberty as a right, not as a boon. If the laws be fuch as they 
cannot, ought not to be executed, does it become the Jegifla- 
fure to fuffer them to remain upon our ftatutc books, as a fc- 
curity from - oppreiBon that relts upon forbearance? Is rtot a 
£tuatioi) under which nineteen hundred and ninety out 
of tvyo tboufand, or even a greater proportion of Englifhmen 
fiioidd be fuffered to remain ? Sir, it was accounted w’ite 
policy in former ftatefmen to attend to the changes which 
tinne and circumitanccs produced, and to alter and adt)pt the 
laws to meet the exigencies of the moment. Our piefent 
fyftem feems the very reverfe, and without adverting to the 
aftontihing revolution of the public mind, we appear folely 
occupied by means of liarfii rcilri^ti'.ms and increaild feverity 
of penal ftatutes to keep things up io the ftandard of former 
opirtions- Sir, fo wide, fo extended is the detuinn of know¬ 
ledge, though almoft every country in Europe that fuch go- 
verrtments and fuch laws as arc not calculated hcneltiy and 
fairly to promote the general ends of alJ gi'-vernmcn , the 
happinefs and prof,jt. nty of the people at large, wd! be fub- 
mitted to with reluctance, and canonJy be fupported by force— 
a weak reliance agaitilt the collective body of the people, 
and never to be depended upott. However harfh fuch opini¬ 
ons may be in the ears of fonie f entlemcn, and however we 
may wife to feut our eyes againft them, they arc too founded 
in truth to be denied. So circutnilanccd, every motive of 
wildom and policy feouM call upon to refeind a fyil'em of 
law that violate every piinciple ofjuttice. Happy, indeed 
Sir, would it have been fo^ t'lis coun'ry had we avoided a 
•war, juitly ftiled a war of defpotf, in which a King and peo¬ 
ple of England have no common cauie. Happy would it 
have bten had we fpent the lavife expenditure of fo much 
blood and trcaiure, an.d carefully employed ourfclves in a 
ferious inveftigation of the caufes which produced the calami¬ 
ties which have defolated a neighbouring country. Rendered 
wife by their misfortunes, had wo in good earned fet about 
rtforniing the abides which aie felt and complained' of in our 
own government, proud might we then have been to court 
inde'ad of affiduoufly endeavouring to ftifle a difplay of public 
fedti.nient, needlefs would it have been to nail up .the mouths 
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of the people. Having removed every juft caufe of com* 

• plaint, we ihoiild have had the beft fecurity hiim^ tvifdom 
can tifFord. The convidtlon of the people that therr intcreft 
and property were concerned in the defence and fiipport of 
the govemnient. A review of our penal ftatutes would have 
brought before the Hoafe, the queftion which I have now 
the honour to fubmit to them. For upwards of feveh hun¬ 
dred years the game laws have been a cbnftant foiirce of 
grevance and complaint to this kingdom. 

“ What I have to propofe will have nothing of novelty or 
innovation. It is fimply to reftore to the landholder at large,’ 
that which the tyranny and ufurpation of William the €!on- ' 
queror robbed them of, with the Norman conqueft came the 
game laws amongft other innovations of oppreffion and in- 
j ullice. The laws ellabliftied now, for the firft time, for the ' 
proteftion of the game, are fo fevere and tyrannical, that it is 
impodible to confider them without the Itrongeft emotions 
of horror and indignation. Good God, Sir, that it could 
ever enter into the head or heart of man ; to contemplate in 
the fame point of view, and punilh as equally criminal the 
murder of a fellow creature, and the killing of a miferable 
deer. To what a degraded, contemptible, wretched ftate 
inuft the inhabitants of this iHand have been reduced, to con¬ 


tent thcmfelves with complaining for one hundred and fifty 
years of the attrocity of fuch laws. The Carta* de Forifta 
granted in 1224, mitigated the feverity of the punifliment of 
the game laws, and disfranchifed many of the forcflrs. It 
was confidered as an acquifition, or the part of the fubjeft 
little inferior to Magna Charta itfeif. I'he laws from this 
period to the firft prohibitary ftatute, made the 13th Rich¬ 
ard II. 1389, feem to have principally in view the difarm¬ 
ing the people. It may not here be improper to advert to the 
dotftrine advanced by Sir William Blackftone, and others of 
the right of the crown to the foie property of the game. 
Either as lord of the whole foil, or in right of the pre¬ 
rogative of the crown to all. things which have no owner. 
As generally as this doftrine has been received, I am ftrongly 
inclined to the opinion of late learned and ingenious com¬ 
mentator on Sir William Blackftone, (I mean profefFor 
Chriftian) who has, I think, with the moft complcat fuccefs, 
refuted this opinion, andfhewn clearly the crov/n had no fuch 
right. Lord Chief Juftice Coke has delivered himfclf ftrong¬ 
ly to the fame cfFedt. That the licence of the crown was 
neceflary for the ereflion of parks and warrens, but that every 
man might purfue hunting and b.iwking as matter of paftime 
VcL.lli: 1796. r t and 
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and amufement. The flatute of the 13th of Richard II. con¬ 
firms the general right, and only narrows the cxercile of it to, 
perfonS pofiefled of 405. per tertnum. and clergymen with .beni- 
nces of lol. And this on the ground that fervantsand others 
mifenjployed their time in the purfujt of game. The ftatute 
of the I ith of Henry VII. reftrains the fcilling game on any 
man’b freehold againil his confetit, a penalty of iqI. which 
was a very confideraWe fum at that period. This ilatute is 
flill in force, but givbg no coils, it cannot be reforted to by the 
fmall fieeholder for the protcdlion of his property. The prohi¬ 
bition of Richard II.continued without alteration till the lil of 
Janids I. when they were encreafed to lol. freehold, 30I. in 
ieaft^old. Or two hundred pounds in chatties, fons of ei'quires, 
and perfons of higher degree. The intermediate laws relate 
chiefly to rcftriclions refpe«5ling arms, and breathe the famefpirit 
of tyranny and oppreUion which chuia 5 erizes every law rela- 
tivetothis fubjecl: the ilatute of the iith of Henry VII. e.\- 
cepted, which guards to every freeholder the game upon his 
own property ; by the 2zd and 23d of Chiirles II. the qua¬ 
lifications are advanced to one hundred pounds freehold, and 
one hundred and fifty leaichold, and perfons of certain de¬ 
gree, but all qualifications from perConal property were omit¬ 
ted. This is a period of our hiilory from which neither 
found policy nor a fcrupulous attention to the intereft or li¬ 
berty of the fubjcdl is to be looked for. In a country whofe 
very exiftence depends upon commerce any infidious dif- 
tinclion between the landholder and the commercial inteicft 


was unwife and unjuil, and fo even upon the principles of 
the reflriclions themfelves; v/bich profefs to have in view no 
other objeft but the prevention of improper people mifpcnrfing 
their time to the injury of themfelves and the public. Sir,'to 
the fufcjeiSl: of prohibitions, I wifli principallv to call the at¬ 
tention of the Houle. The ty’^anny and injufticc of reftrain- 
ing any individual in the exercife of a right at the- arbitary 
and unconfincd pleafurc of the legiflature can be juftified upon 
no principle, nor defended upon any policy. Sir, it isa com- 
pleat fyftero of monopoly of a few ujxin the right of three 
parts of the landed intcrell, as I lhall prefcntlv flicw. 1 know 
of no particular quality that gives to the polteflbr of anoftate 
of one hundred pounds, a right which might not with as 
much or more propriety be given to one of Itfs value. Ex¬ 
tent of eflates depends fo greatly upon local fituation, that Ji 
property of one hundred pounds per annufn^ may be but a few 
acres on which no game is bread, and whilft an ellate 'of half 
the value in a diftanl part, may be of confiderable extent near 
an^ feed a quantity of game, and yet the owner inuft not 

touch 
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.touch it. Under penalties that may be To excrcifed as to faji 
little {hort ruin. Sir, if prescription might be pleaded, 
the game was from the carJieft period confidered as the right 
of the .proprietor of land, and the firft reftriilion fegms to have . 
been dire^ed againll perfons who could not follow it without 
evident ruin to thcmfclves. The law prevents any man go^ 
ing upon the property of another i and yet reSlrains him from 
the enjoyment of what is the produce of it as much as iht 
grain. The impolicy of this reftriciion is only exceeded by 
its iniuftice ; and nothing could operate more forcibly to de¬ 
feat the object it has in view, the prefervation of the game* 
'"Wc harfbnefs and tyranny of ihefe laws, infpire fo genei^al * 
difguft and abhorrence in the minds of all who arc fubjedt tU 
them, that it induces a very large proportion of landholdeis 
to take every means to deftroy the game. Add to this what 
is fuffered by feeding as well as by the purfuit of the game, 
and it will ceafe to furprife gentlemen that the game is fo 
diminiflied. Sir, from the eariefr period of the game laws, 
llatutes have been made to prevent the deftrudtion of eggs. 
Whilft it IS the intcreft of the farmer to extirpate tBe game, 
which can be done with impunby in defiance of any thing that 
tyranny can devife, it is vain to hope it will not be done'. 
Sir, I cannot but lament when a right honourable gentleman 
leledied game as an ob eef of taxation, which 1 am inclined to 
believe he might borrow the hint ol from Rufiia, that he had 
not accompanied it with the fame mcafures which attended 
its introdudtion into that country, where, for once, taxation 
was the parent of liberty, and produced the total abolition of 
the game laws. Jt is fiiigular that one the moii defpotic 
and abfolute governments in Europe, fhould hav _• been the 
flirt to have put an end to a fyftem which had buen a fourcc 
offuch oppreffion and tyranny; while they yet remHin a dif- 
grace to that country, which claims a pre-eminence in liberty 
and freedom. 1 he right honourable gentlciiian’s tax dors 
away all necc/fity of reftriiSions, and puts it out of the power 
of perfons who might injure themfelvcs and the public, by 
uufpending their inne in purfuit of game, Bv the product of 
•this tax> we may form fome eftimate of nhat proportion of 
landed intercrtdias a concern in the p ^.fervation and protec¬ 
tion of the game. The amount of itie tax is little more than 
forty thoufand pounds whicu after deducting what may be 
fuppofed to be be paid by gamc-keejnis. There may nd 
•twelve' thoufand perluns who take ouc licences ; allow to 
each of thefe perfons an eftaie of hvc hundred pounds p^r 

we fliail find lix millions to be tlie ptoptny that 
.monopolizes the gamei juft one fourth of the whole. Sir, 

T t 2 tiiuugh 
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thoiigh;! btlie^'C this to exceed the real ftate .of,the.fa£l:it is 
fufScient'for my purpofe to allow double that fum and fuppofo 
the interfft CO be equally divided} what then. Sir, muftis the 
i- confequence, when we make it equally the intereft <if<every 
proprietor to protetSt the game. I think, Sir, I am well 
founded in fuppofing that the repeal of thefe laws wt|l amply 
repay the fportfman by an abundant increafe of his.fpoct, it 
may indeed call upon Him to layout fomething of what he now 
pays for the guarding of game, for the permiffion to {boot oii 
the property of others. The ftri£lcft prefervaiion of his own 
will no longer be confidered as odious and oppreffive. Sir, a 
Mnorthy and refpeiSlable friend of mine has long praflilcd a 
jnodeofproteilingthe game, which has anfwered every pur- 
pt>lk» that is by the payment of fo much for every head of 
game, to the perfon on whofe eftate the game is killed. 

■ f. A condudt fo liberal has iiitereifed every farmer in the 
proteftion of his game, and the honourable gentleman enjoys 
. his (port with the good wiflies of the people who I’o far from 
> envying him his amufements concur as far as they caiitopro> 
' mote them. Contrail this with the conduct of thofe who by 
the terror of the laws endeavour to protect the game. , 'File 
odium and the ill will defeat the purpofe, and never fail in the 
Jong run to difguft thole who atten.pt it. Tlje next point to 
, '.which I beg to call the uttcotion of the Houfe, is that claufe 
which empowers one magiflrate (by for inerftatutes it required 
two) to grant warrants to (carch houfesof perfons fufpecSied of 
, having dogs, nets 5 iC. on belief of the intention to ufc the 
. fame. How it was poffible at any period fince this country 
fet up a claim to liberty, that fuch an cnadlment could pals 
. this Hoiife is matter of aftonifftment. A law more tyranni¬ 
cal and opprcfHvc, never was deviled except by a fubfequent 
*.->ll:atute which extends this power to game-keepers, who may 
feize any dog or net, and enter any h<jufe they may fufpecf ; a 
' power perhaps not olten ul'ed from prudential reafons, as the 
other method puts in the power of perfons to exercife the ty- 
lanny without rifque. Sir, to put a cafe by no means cx- 
' trcmc. Suppofing the Lord Mayor of London Ihould by 
accident be found upon the manor of a Ariel preferver of game, 
liou^b oble to centnhute millions to a lottn^ if npt pofTeilEbd of a 
hundred poundsin land, his dog might be feized 
. . yvith impunit)', and hanged before his face. Vain is the 
i. boaft that every man’s boufe is his caftle j it may be violated 
upon fuipicion of any unfeeling inArument of this defpqtifrn. 
it once fell to my lot to be obliged to grant a warrant 
;|jiiupon t.his ftatutc, and iho’ no proof of ufage was, atteroptad, 
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the dog being of a prohibited fpccies was taken from the pro¬ 
prietor and hahged. I have no words that can convey thcide- 
tefVation I fee] for this adt. The other enafltniem's . pu- 
m{lling the killing of game, are mild indeed to.thofe now m 
fooee ;bythe5chof Ann, the law profefles the punifiimcot .to be 
no more than five pounds or three months rmpritonnaent,- but ‘ 
by the mode it leaves to the option of the profeciitor, tp rfCL. ver 
this penalty, it amounts to imprifonment forjife. Thus of¬ 
fences that have no fhade of diftinftion, according to the more 
or lefs feeling of the profccutor are as I fiated before, pumfhed 
by five pounds recovered before a majillratc, or fweiled to 
lixty or leventy pounds by a profecution in the courts of Weft- 
minftcr ; what can be more unjuft than to leave to the party 
injured the nature of the punifhment he chul’ts to inflict: bad 
in iili cafes ; but terrible indeed w^heii it extends to the impri- 
fonmentofafubject for life. Too many have found their 
way into our pri(i>ns fiom the ^ppreftivc nature of thefe 
laws. It is high time they fliould be erafed from our ftatute 
books, nor longer be fufFcred to infuit the firft principles of 
our conftitutiori, to which in every iuifance they are in direct 
oppoiition. What i have yet further tolhflctoths Houfe is 
matter of mere resrulation an-.i policy: fiiould this Houfead.opc 
my propofition and reftore to every land-holder the game upon 
■on his property, would it be confident to prcRrihe to him 
the way in which he fhould enjoy it. 1 iie 'lume being oi.ee 
under the protediion of every proprietor of land, cannot be 
invaded withoutincreafed rifques. And yet, Sir, in acoumry 
opulent as this, perfons of a certain fituancii., not advertingto 
the confequences will hold out teirptations by givjiig erjarava- 
gant prices for game. Perfons will be iiKi*.;ced lu run all 
nftjuef.. Would it ruit therefore be better to let ftamc come 
openly and freely to market. Tne price w'ouid be lb reduced 
as of itfelf to dcltroy tiie temptations to poachiijg. the nfquc 
of detcdlion confiderably increafed. For pjfs tins law, aiid it 
will b^ no longer dilficult to convict the poacher. The na¬ 
ture of the crime will be changed, and what was confidercd 
as only an attack Upon the paftime, and inonojvdy of a few» 
will be an oftence again every individual, and like all others 
'TO make it a common intcreft to «puni(h and prevent it. I 
would appeal to rhe candour of gentlemen vviiether the moft 
inveterate enemy of the poacher at home dots nOr conlidcr him 
ys a very ufcluli friend\\\ every other quarter. I do n t know 
which of us has not in fome way or other contributed to the 
.breach of l.;w. Is it juft, is it confiftent vvirh humanity 
to furfer laws to exift which vve arc ourlUvcs the caufe qf 

tempting 
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Vppting jacn to break and which lead to worfe confequenceS; 
Sir^ does it become us to require fifty times as much to be- 
entitled to kill a partridge, as to .exercife the. moil: hoafied 
; i^rerogative of Knglifli-men, the right of chuGng theut>4>alm 
reprefentatives. It is high time after abot'e feven huttdreci 
^ years of oppreilion and tyranny, to put an end to laws wiMck- 
have never during the courfe ot that period been conitdered by 
the nation without execration and abhorrence. Not moiB 
than forty thoul’and pcifons in the kingdom are exempted from 
their tyranny. Sir, my firft view of this fubjedt inclined me 
to {top here, and leave every man to defend his property by 
an.aflionatlaw. But, Sir, a further confideration of the fub> 
je^ fhewed me T ihould have dt.ne littie for that part of the 
community for wl;ole right i am contending. Anadion in the 
hands of tr.cn of property ts a rcddy and edicacious remedy; 
but totally out of thtir power to weild without bringing ruin 
upon themfclves. Fortunately for n:e without introducing 
any thing new, an adequate and compicat remedy prefented 
itfelf in the flatute of the nth Henry Vll, What I ftiall now 
ofler to the Houfe as a fubilicute for the laws I propofe tore* 
peal is the renewal of that act with certain modifications. 
Firft 1 fhould propofe that any perfon who fliould kill any 
kind of game after a difeharge verbal or in writing from the 
tenant or any perfon entitled to the game, fhould be fubjecl to 
a penalty of five pounds for every head of game fo killed, to 
be paid on conviclion, or committed for one month to the 
houfe of corrediion for the firft offence, and fix mouths for 
every fubfequent one, half the [lenalty to the informer, the 
other moiety to the occupier, -with power to appeal to the 
feflions ; their decifion to be final. Sir, fitrple as this plan is 
it appears to me that it would anfwereveiypurpofc of protedfiog 
tljkegame and prevent a pradlice ill becoming thofe wbo arc 
too^ten guilty of it, eu continuing to fhoot after a discharge, 
relying that as the txpence of profecution for a firft trelpafs 
tnuft fall equally upon both tiie injtirer and the injured, they 
may do it with impunity. It is iK-fone of the leaft beneficial- 
cSe&s likely to follow the plan I propofe, that it will put an 
end to the frequent difagreenteiits that are occafioned by game,- 
and leave every perfon tofiurfuehis fports without interrupt 
tion or moleftation ; to the rights of lords and manois, pnd: 
Others, i haveforborn faying any thing. When the right, 
ox'. takirg game docs exift, it is not-my intention to interfere 
And 1 fhould pre; ofe to guard the tvaftes. to fuefe.. 
onfy-as are row rnliflca to fneot there. Sir, 1 tiuft the ly- 
|nriy and inj-uiiicc ot thJu lavvs will be fufficient: grounds 

alone 
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alpne for the Hbufe to agree to the repeal of them. If any 
thing further were requifite, their inexpediency and impolicy 
might be pleaded. Sorry fo long to have tr^pafled on cte 
Hottfei I ihall.ony add if the Bill be fuffered to be brought in, 

1 fliould be glad to meet the wifhes of gendemcn' and model 
it at^prdingly) let the laws be equaPand I have nothing to 
blnea;. ■ I'he regulations which attach equally upon all, are 
kn as they were. I now move you. Sir, for the repeal of the 
22 (i and 23d of Charles II.—ift of James I.—^4th and 5th of 
William and Mary.—5th and 9th of Ann.—28 of George II. 
andalfoto fubftitute other provihoiis for the more efFe^Mal' 
fecurity and prefervation of game. 

Mr. Buxton faid, that the game laws ought not to extfl: in 
this country; but he could not entirely agree v/ith the ho-' 
nourable gentleman who made the motion, as ro the mode he 
propofed to be adopted for the repeal of them. His idea was 
to make game private property. Every gentleman muft be 
aware, that it was the right ot every-individual to prote^l his 
property ; and game appeared to him part of the growth of, 
and belonged to the landed property of this country. He 
wifticd that the honourable gentleman had gone a little higher 
in his hiftory of the game laws. If he had, he would have 
found,' that before the Norman Conqueft, game was private 
property; and that it was recogniPd as fuch by the Roman 
law, which provided, that no man has a right to kill game on 
the land of another without his permiffion. Every law, be 
faid, which does not equally affeifl the rich and the poor, could 
not be confidered as a juft law j and, in this view, he repro¬ 
bated the game lawsi it was notorious, that a poor man was 
ofiener fined five pounds for killing a partridge than a rich 
man twenty (hillings for killing a hare. He begged to be 
nndetftood, however, a.s not wifhing to increafe the penalty, 
but merely to equalize the operations of the kw. He wouM 
not make it felony to kill game, for that would be wor/e than' 
the law ftood at prefent; but he would make it a mifde''^ 
meanour. By the decifions of courts of juftice the right of 
the lord of the manor was weak enough, and there was n9^ 
occafion to diminilh it; it had beert decided, that he had na 
right to kill on any other ground than his own, more than any 
other qualified perfon, except in the cafe of a free warren# 
Such were the decifions of the courts of law. That this ■ 
Was an imporiant fubjetfl, no gentleman would deny, if there-' 
forexhe Bill were brought in, he fhould wifh it to be printed# 
and the difeuftign of ic permitted to ftand over to anochet^ 

fei&on:- 
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- fefli nn of parfinmcnt. In hrs opimort grfeat attention fhfiuld 
be paid ^q.propcity in game as well as in othec articles^vts 
■game iDRde a coiiiiderable addition to the real value 
parts of the country; confcqiiently before patJiRibenfcvttiade 
Jimy change .in the law relative to game, the fubje^idbbuld 
^ well confidered. He would, howeverv repeat, 
bad fajd already, that, in his opinion, game ought to be 
private property, and to belong to the owner of the foil where 
the game is found. 

Mr■ Francis he had no fcruplc to confefs that he was 

Itot tnuch acquainted with the fubjeiTt, but as he conlidered k 
of importance, he begged leave to make a few obfer- 
vations; and if he was not fo well qualified as others to fpeak, 
perhaps from having no intcreft to fupport, he might not be 
the lefe impartial. He could not conceive how the honourable 
^gentleman, (Mr. Buxton) could entertain an idea of making 
game private property, and not make the penalty attending on 
»aii mfringement of the law, the fame that he would make a 
pwalty for the violation of any other kind of property. 'J'herc 
was one principle which the legiflature . ought always to keep 
mvicvv in their deliberations, and which he rofe principally for 
the purpofe of ftating. Though no fportfman himfelf, be wifliod 
game fhouid be preferved for the fake of fportfmen. 
Toctifepurage poachers was certainly important. The reafon 
therefbre why he was particularly defirous for the prcferv.ation 
of game ,WAS, that while the capital prefented fo many attrac¬ 
tions as it did at prefent to country gentlemen, and while it 
Was at the fame time of fo much confequence to the country 
^a£ they (hould refide for feme time on their eft.stes, he was 
anxious that the country fhouid prefent as many attraSions as 
poflifele, to render a return to their rural rcfidctice defireablc- 
^ hoped therefore, as fliooting was a favourite amufement 
Ivi^h many gentlemen, his honourable friend ♦ who made the 
inoripn would provide that their fport fhouid not be interrupted. 
He i^as induced to mention this in confequence of it having 
h^n fuggefted to him, that if his honourable friend^s plan 
were carried into elFcdi, that property would be fb difperfed 
and interfperfed, there would be nofporiing at all. 

: Mr. Henniker Major declared it to be his i>^nion,,diat .the 
confideration of the game laws bad better to referred to a oom** 
mittee of the whole Houfe. ^ 

. Mr. Jiliijfe f-tid, he could not think of annulling a whole 
code of laws without fubftituting feme equally ufefulKftatutaty 
jrjbguLitions in their place. He tbought the adopting the 
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fore ppopofed would deftroy the whole fpecitis d game j they 
wvMld'be^taken at night, when foe owner cpuVd nm give n 6 - 
ties to thofe who anno}red him to quit the ground. 
i tMv.' Paxvjfs fold, rhat foe honourable gentleittsm’s motlhn 
woUtd be inefFedual as to the obje« 9 ; which it proposed to 
Obtain; at baft the honourable gentleman’s ideas were fo 
vaguely dated in the words of the motion, that they’could not 
be clearly underftood. For his own part, he was decidedly of 
opinion, that game Ihould be made privatd property. If any 
thing was done at prefent, he hoped that a committee WOtda 
be appointed to inquire into the game laws; but as the motion 
ftood, he would certainly oppofe it. 

The Secretary at IVar profwd to have no i ntereft in foe fub- 
jed of difeuflion, and not to be altogether qualified to fpeak 
upon it, not being himfelf a fportfman. So fiir however as he hstd 
confidered the jame laws, he was far from being friendly to 
them. Imprelfed as he was with ferious objed^ons to foe 
prefent form of the game laws, he faid, he mould have had 
no objection to a committee to inquire into them ; but to the 
motion, as it had been propofed, he was extremely averfe. 
The general objedtion to the game laws was, that it is'an in¬ 
vidious code; that they were framed for only one part of the 
community; and that they were enadted tor the protedHon of 
amufement. 


Confiderations of that tendency created a feeling which in¬ 
duced people to confider a breach of the game laws by no 
means equally criminiat as a violation of others. The con- 
fuquence was, men were more apt to break them, and that 
habit led them to violate other laws; the pradlice of poachift|; 
infenfibly accuftomed thofe who followed jt, to prai^ice other 
vices, more flagrant in themfelves, more injurious to publie 
morals, and fuch as often proved fatal to the trahgreflbrs thefo- 
fetves. Perhaps there were no effcdlual means of preventing 
poaching but by repealing the game laws; it was however to 
be firft well confidered, whether the repeal would remedy the 
evils complained of, without going farther. If a penalty was 
annexed, metr would ftill adl on the fame feeling*;, and be aS 
Unwilling to enforce it. If no penalty was annexed, the 
queflion w'as, whether it would not go to extinguifh foe whdle 
fpecies? In the prefent ftate of the country, it was 'a tpa- 
terial confideratlon that the game laws Ihould he fo foamed, 
as to offer an inducement to gentlemen to refide in the country. 
If this inducement were taken away, the change raj^t 
a:iFe 4 £l the moft important interefls of the flate. He made fois 
obfervation, to fhew that confequcnces might atife from any 
fodden change m the fyftem of foe game iaM$,' of which the 

VoL. III. 179^* ^ projei^f 
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projeSor WM no^, he was pcrfua'lcd, hitnielf, aware^ and as a 
caution to'^6 Houfe, not to adopt any ilcp Aiddenlyyswith* 
out well confidering its immediate elFeas and remote comfit* 
qtiencest confcquences undoubtedly might ultimately arifi;, 
winch were not obvious at firft fight, but which afterwards 
would prove highly injurious. On the point ofinvafton of rights 
he could not agree. The fimple faff of eftablilhing qualinca» 
tions to which no man would think of objeding. Indeed, 
tkuere were very few inilitutions that were not neceflarily clog¬ 
ged with qualifications «f one kind or other. The otye^iony 
on the fcore of right, therefore, was mere fanatical, imagin¬ 
ary language; fuppodng, as in the cafe of game, a property, 
which without rellraming laws, could not be prefciveo} 
thcK then was a right to make provifions, or elle the obje£fc 
wcMiId be toft, the general intereft warranted the particular pri¬ 
vation of right. In the cafe of air or water, of which there 
could be no fear of extinction, no laws are necellary, and 
tberefiare to make them would be wrong j but if the object is 
fubieCt to extinction, it muft be guarded by laws, taking care 
at the fahjc time that the right parted with, and the penalty^ 
do not exceed the value of theobjeCl ptelcrved. 

With regard to the other principle, that it was a violation 
of the rights of thofe wealthy men, who, from the nature of 
their property, were excluded from the ufe of game, he had 
the lame objection ; he had often heard it, and aiways thought 
it a weak objection; as well might it be laid that ftrcngtb 
gave a right to wealth, as that wealth gave a right to ufe 
game. It was a principle put to excite the ne^y and dif- 
trefled by gieac rewards to a breach of the law, which waa 
sjriitel and injurious. But fince it was lb, and would continue 
t^bc fo, it was important to confider it, and with modificanons 
t,o takeaway as much as polEbleof the objecUonablepart; be 
had, however, an infuperable repugnance to repealing did 
laws* ftod hoped the Houfe would proceed with proper caution 
and due deliberation. 

Mr. Fox faid, be hoped that no ei^dual o^iolition would 
be made to the motion of his honourable fi^d that night* 
which was only for leave to bring in a BUI* hereafter to be 
duelled. He Ihoutd not oAend we right honourable gentle¬ 
man who fpoke 1-ft, by faying any thing on the natural rights 
of* teen. But although* on the principles of property* it 
it not be abfdutely imjufe to make a diftinClion betweieii 
ludffxt^ion to kdl game and any other qualification* yet* 

. .. .W principled congruity and of policy* the game lawa 
'were indefeiifiblr, fiir by them it appeared that a great number 
of tbe mofi opulent pjrt of the people of this country were not 

permitted 
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pertrtitted to enjoy the luxury of fporting with game.' I'his 
was obviouily incongruous j it would be fo in any ftatc, and 
therefore improper, but much more fo in that ftate under 
which we had tlie happinefs to live; fo much for the con.. 
Itfteney of thefe laws. Was it not true that thefe laws were 
inefFeftual? That they were almoil; univerlally broken? 
That there was noplace whatever where game is not,or might 
not be purebafed, contrary to thele laws ? What was the ufe 
of laws to prohibit the fale of game ? As long as rich mm 
want game, poor men will procure game. Was not that 
the reiuU of the game laws ? Did not that call for a repcaLof 
the game laws ? He would not fay that he would never agree 
to a propofition that made that criminal by law which was net 
morally coniidered criminal; vet it Was certainly clear Chet 
that law was beft kept which declared that to be criminal,' 
which the general teelin^ and fentiments of mankind regarded 
as morally criminal. '1 hat law would thrive. It would be 
generally obeyed. It always bad been, it always would be, 
otherwife with a law which prohibited that, which was not 
coniidered to involve any moral guilt, and therefore to be aU 
tered and avoided, and always 'would be altered and avoidtd^ 
as much as poillble, by every wde legiflature. < 

The quettion here was, whether the good (if there was 
which was gained by thefe game laws, waa fo much as to 
overbalance the evil they were the caule ot ^ It was faid that 
gentlemen fhould have great inducements to live in the coun* 
try. Certainly they ihould ; it was proper and beneficial j 
men of high fituat'KMi in life and of large fortunes were onh 
do'ibtedly fit objects of the attention of the legiflature in every 
point of view. He was willing to grant that care ihould bo 
taken to prote£i them in the enjoyment even of their amufo- 
ments. Be ic lb. Upon that iubjeid; however k was his 
opinion that the repeal of the game laws would nut tend to the 
diminution of that ohjed; and that ought to go a great way 
towaidsthe repeal ofthofe laws. He could not fay, like an 
honourable gentleman, that he was quite impartial on the iUb> 
jei5b, becaufe certainly he indulged in the HUiufemcnts ot fporr.- 
ing a$ much as his leifure would allow. So did the honourable 
gemtlenian who made this motion. That could not render 
either of diem, from the part they took in this Cafe, the motti 
liable to dtflruit by thofe who wanted to proted the game. 
With refjiedk to the game laws, his opinion was, that there 
might callly be found a much better fyfteiu than they are for'i 
the protcdlien of the game, fuppofing the Houfe to have i|OL> 
thing elfe iti view upon the ful^e^ He thtfu^t that ibtf 
better way would be for the Houfe to adopt the idea of an ho« 

U u 2 nourabltt 
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nourablfe gentleman who had fpoken fecond in the debate 
(Mr. Buxton \ and make game private property. If he was 
bound td take his choice out of three cale«, either that the 
lab»s ihouid remain as they are, be totally repealed, and nO« 
thing clfe, or that game be made priv ate property, he ihouM 
certi’jiU (av, “n.akegame private property.** 

If he wever he WcU' rompelled to chufc between two queftions, 
whether thefe Uw!> (hould remain as they are, or be totally re¬ 
pealed, and nothing clfe, he Ihould have no difficulty m fay¬ 
ing, they fhould be all repealed without any thing being fub- 
ftituted in their Head; the greater part of thele laws were 
fo arbitrary, the principle which ran through them all was ib 
impregnattd with tjr. nny, that they were entirely unlit to 
exitt as laws in a free Hate. Such was their principle; the 
ptaflice arifing out of them was equally liable to ohjedbon ; 
the penalties fued for muft be folicited by parries who were 
gtincrallv too much jffi;cted by animolity to the paity againft 
which they fue. Nor was it always quite a clear caic that 
the magi(lr’.e who pronounced the convidlion was (Iridlly im¬ 
partial. T1 c whole of the fyftcm was, in fadi, a mals of tn- 
ft^iftrable tyranny, wnich no gentleman had e\er ventured to 
friend in a direft way. If gentlemen thought proper to 
aSert thar the game laws tended to protedi the game, he would 
anfwer th* m, they did no fuch thing, lie would alk any 
perfons c( nerfant with the fubjed, whether, in point of ladt, 
where game ts preferved, it was not fiom the law of property, 
and not from the game taws ? He was furc it was owing to 
the law of property, loicly, that game was preferved. Where 
had game teen well preferved, except where the holder of 
the land was the proprietor of it, and bad the right by law to 
.kill gstiTie ? Had it been fo where the’holder of the land was 
not me propietor, and had nor the right to kill game f 
^ He w<iuld * ly ag un, that the prelervation of the game was 
ertrirely owing to he proprietors of land, and not to the gamer 
laws^ and therefore it was the principle of property which 
protedled the panit • He fpoke confidently ujmn this fub- 
Jedf, and be was glad he fpoke in the hearing of many who 
Imew the matter better than he did. But what was the pro- 
pofition of his honourabL friend? Only that a penalty of 5}. 
be impofed on a perfon who fhould, after notice, irelpafs on 
the land of another, and kill game there. He thought that 
ime fhould be made pr'ivate pre^rty. That wa^ Ins opi- 
^on. He knew that the prejudues of men were a long time 
''sMeariog out, and that was a point that was mu^h to be 
]|l6red, and great care to be taken of it, as it wonld {be 

an 
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V »n«afy thing to make the public regard game in a field, in 

^the feme light as any other property? To cowjuer thj»t 
prejudice would require time, and the houfe might eonfider 
of that hereafter. The qucftioii, however, here W 9 S, whether, 
the Hoiorc would not agree to bring in a Bill, to repeal laws 
which no man in the Houfe defended in principled Why not 
agree then to the intioduflion of the Bill, and when it went 
into a committee, propofe Come fubftitutions for the laws ? but, 
although this was his opinion, yet thequeftion, he was willing: 
to confefs, was not fo prelTing or fo urgent that the Houfe 
fbould not take time to coiifuler it. 'I'hat the game lapm 
were re^ly mifehievous and create crimes ; that they increafe 
the number of criminals againll thcmlclvcs, and thereby in¬ 
creafe the number of perfoiis who are ready to cornmir other 
crimes, could not poffibly admit of any degree of doubt. He? 
fbould hope, therefore, that the bill would be permitted to be 
brought in and fhouid pals. He was pcrfedtly fure, that the 
game laws are not good for the prefervation of the game^ 
It feemed to be agreed that they were bad for that purpofe: 
they could therefore be kept only (if they were to be kept), 
for the fake of the invidious diftimStion which they eflablilh, 
Mr. Ridet opppofed Mr. Cui wen’s motion, on the ground, 
that it did not allow opportunitv for due deliberation, it went 
to repeal an ancient f)flcm of laws, without propofing any 
fublHtutes to fupply their places. But though he could not 
acquicfce in the motion, he had no objection to a committee 
being ^pointed to confider the date of the game laws, 

Mr. Grey faid, be had little to add upon the gneral qcurf- 
tton, after what his honoui able friend (Mr. Fox) had ad¬ 
vanced. He could not but obferve, however, how differendy 
they proceeded on fimilar occafions, in point of refpe£l for 
the inllitutions of their ancedors. The honourable gentle¬ 
man was cautious of touching any thing which they hod banded 
down. The caution he allowed to be a good and a prudent one. 
He mud however be permitted to remind gentlemen, that when 
an honourable friend of his (Mr. Whitbread) bad moved for 
a committee ta enquire into the date of the poor laws, bis 
motion was negatived, and a right honourable gentleman 
(Mr. Pitt) took the bufinefs out of his hands, and without 
the formality of any enquiry, moved for leave to bring in a 
Bill to new-model an ancient fydem. He did not make the 
obfervation on the impulfc of any objc«Slion that he entertained 
againd the bill to which be had alluded, on the contrary, be 
h^rtily wifhed the right honourable gentleman’s prq|e<3b 
fuccels) and, perliaps, it had fallen into hands, in wiucb, 

from 



3 J 4 WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. fCoMMWff. ^ 

from a fupferiority of influence, it would tlirive better than it ^ 
would haye done in any,other. He was one*of thof^ wbo' 
felt hjip|clf much obliged to his honourable friend for 
ti^.tbth^ Houle the motion which lie bad brought fomrard 
that (evening; at the fame time, as the (enie of the Houle 
C^emed to be againil it, he would recommend it to hitn to 
withdraw his prefent motion, and propofe a committee of 
enquiry into the game laws. 

Mr. Wtlbtrforu rofe to vindicate the conduiSf of-tbe Chan* 
cellor of the Exchequer, in the i>art which he took on the Tub- 
jed of the poor laws. He faid, his right honourable friend 
dul not mean to overturn the ancient fyllem, nor to repeal, 
the a^s which were already palled, but merely to give efficacy 
to the exiffipg laws, and to remove the obftrudiOiti wliich lay 
ia,the'j;fVay of their operation. As to the queltionon the giune 
laWs, he had been always accuftomed to confider tbein as ex* 
trerne'abominations. Therefore he would rather vote for the 
motion^ .which had been propofed, than that they foouid re* 
nm'n in their prefent form, chough he profelTed himieil rather 
paftiai to the mode of appointing a committee of enquiry. 

' Mr. yer.kinftn faid, he cou! j not vote for a motion toabo- 
lilE any Jaw, unlefs he faw the extent of the mcafitrc which 
was to be adopted in its ftead. That the game laws were, to 
a certain degree, tyrannical, he would admit j he believed, 
however, that they had been followed up in practice with as 
much lenity as fuch a fylfem \vas capable of admitting. He 
felt great difficulty in the quefbion, and could not hope to fob 
any utility artfing out of the motion at p^efent^^nd ihencfore 
he moved, ** that this Houfo do now^jourp,” , s 

Mr, Curuien m reply laid, that he had no. ohje^ or deforf' - 
to (h> anything but that of meeting, the general wiChes isf 
the Hdufe, He* had bnaignt the fubjeift forwardly a^d the ■ 
Hdtllfb'would difpofe of it. Hnt he mufi addd,, hnweycf 
unwelcome it wus to the cars of .fonae, thefe were hot times 
^ attempt to juflify harfh and tyrannical government 

could nor, at this time or day, command cbe.ophnon of the 
people j their opinions were to be gained only by adhering 
n) ^e principles of juftice'and humanity.'■ Whatever the 
voice of the people called for muft be granted, as ^govern¬ 
ments mufo ftand nr fall by <(he opinion ofthepcoplci No- 
fdiipg could make even laws eieHual, if^y were not pala- 
taWe to the people, Thefe therefore were not times to Aif- 
fej^ttl|ys. tp remain ppon our filatute>bodies which we dared 
itteqipt to e:tecutc,To thetr full cxteaiti The liberty of 

not to depend m fo weak a focurity»as^the' 
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kiildnefs with which laws acknowledged to be tyrahl^eal aRjil 
oDoreflive were executed. That was not the iecurd 


oppreflive were executed. that was not the WRjr 
the affe£tion of die people, without which goirernira^t ^ould.. 
foon he at art end. 

Mr. .Ffijr obferved, that if game Was brought to the jpublic^ 
market for fale, the price of it would find its own leiidf li^ 
any other article, and that would be an effedu^l dife^f^^e-' 
ment to poachers. 

Mr. iydhsrforce explained what he had before advanced. ■ 

Mr. Bv:*tfin was of opinion, that, until the game law* ' 
were repealed, the conftitution of England could not fairly bt^' 
I'atd to be free, , 

Sir Robert Sailjbury was of opinion, that the game law*'’, 
ou^t to be taken into the conftderation of a committee <£ ' 
thewhole Houfe previous to any other Ifep being taken upon. 
them, 

Mr. Curwen obferved, that, in the event of the adjourn^ 
ment being negatived, be would be ready to meet the general ‘ 
wiih which bad been exprefled for referring the game law* 19 ’’ 
a committee of the whole Houfe in the firft inftance. 

T he Heufc divided, 

y^«,(forit) 27 

NoiSy (againft the adjournment) £0 

^ \ 

Majority^ 2 ^ 

Mr. Curwen then moved, “ That this Houfe do rejCol^ it- 
« (elf into a committee of the whole Houfe, to cpnudcr pf, 
** the game laws,on Friday the nth inftant.” Carried with.* 
oiW 41 dlvlfion. 

A m^qge from the lords informed the Houfi^ their \ 
Chips had agreed tp- the vote of credit ]^iil, for itwo mi^pps . 
and"* half. Without any ame'hdment. Adjourned. '^ 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 

? Saturday, 5. . , 

PHOTEiTi AGAINST THE VOTE OF CREDIT BILU 

r T ' _ ' 

: i.. '•-/ 

I V • t • ^ V 

1 . “ Becauff Unvote of c^}t3)Mri»«iiyi<miier war^ been^lven or jAcJ to ' 
tbe aiftbtfiit of mexe onfe ni Woa ^ tvKich :fot» of ci^it has alfo hem inva^U 

aMy poApemed untU a Atprt tiincibeAxvc the ufii\g 4>f>parIi!iinBnU ' • " 

Scciiufc thl«;^K>d«^grt&tu^ motley to the^owaU Which uit.ili 
timcB to he regirdfAijith ^ greateft jUlooty^ and Oughtohly to be aiio^Ved When *. 
ther^ira,ig^0]ft»i4iLpz%lhAt^oitthat Aims of moneys ef 

cu&ittfoicmcdE may hr jndifpenfahly neceAliry for rlis public fmict atapexiod 
whea parliament it prorogued • 


3 * 



WOODFAIi’S PARLTAMXNTARY REPORTS, 

** Beciufc the enormous fum of two m'llhons ^n 6 ahulf fronted by thT^ 
BiU cuMtbe fold to be on any fuch prcrainp*'*on» infomurh^ as fron) the 
•aqfly peri'^d of the feffion* as wdlas from the ftjte oi public buliitcfs, there is no 
profpeft or probabilit) ot apioingit'.on ot Pairuincnt t king place fur fometSmeto 
come, anivshatfjcver fum^ ma) be^banteJ for the nubile fervice Juimg the fitting 
of parliament oughtto be fpcctflcally vjtt^d by parliament Idelf, and not loofely 
fronded fot by a general vot^* of credit*. 

4 * Becanfe the fuppltrs for the year have hern granted with an unprecedented 
nbtrality, and already amimnc to above t^enty-fbur niiUions dciling} a luiu 
ibiiy equal tothettmoft demand;^ which his Majefty's tniniftcts haveftated tu be 
aeceilsuy for ever)'expenditure which the national fctvjce requires. 

5 * ^ Becaufc dieextrcmc anxety ofhib Majcfly's niiaiilers to hurry thiv Bill 
Amghthe two Hoafes at fo early a penod in thcfeflion, and after fuch vciy libe* 
snifupplies toted, l/ads us to fufpefl that this farther fum of two millions and a 
hflfh itjmcdUtcY) wanted to Jlfthargc fome fec*ct debts which hive been impro* 
pwlj contracted, or to defray the cipence of lome exti avagant projf £1 not calculated 
to meet the eye of parliament. 

€* Becaufe to give fo extenfive a cre^t fo fatly in tlic fe/Iion^ is, In a mate- 
tsaidegree, to take from parliament, during tlie remainder of itn fitting, the bell 
JbcurltyiCpofBnes agaiml the extravagance or corruption of miniilers; that conAi* 
tutSonal fecurity which from the power to conrroul and diredt the application 
•ftke fuppltev demanded by the crown. 

Becaufe, although we Aiould on all occaCons conceive it to be our duty to 
poteft agalnft fuch a meafure, we feet it more efpecially tobcfi when we reAtfb 
ut on the ci>ndudl of our adminltlracioa with whom the prclen* Bill originates. 
The cnorinpas fum$ expended on fermes not previouBy voted by patliamcnt,, eib* 
ceedsi within the laft three ycar% all foimer etample, and we cannot but look 
upon the BUI laqactlion, as being a part of a fyfiem which afls in contempt and 
In defiance of thofe wholefotnc forms and regulations, which the wlfdom of our 
anccAors devifed for the protedllon pf the public purfe, againft the encrDacbiuctita 
ofeonupt minifters* are te hltra! tetuatdi fhe erou’ttt luf are 

ieiindtolfj0jltav:ardstheft6p/i^ JFe maintain that the mefi tmfertairt duties ef 
farliamcntarevutrlfuktd when theJufflits arc granted beferf the fervtees ate rar- 
f 'W I and we folemnly protrft againft a mcaiuie which grants two millions and 

a half of britiib money for porpofes which arc kept fccrct from the Britiih pailla- 
meiic, 

“ x-AunaanAt?.'* 


HOUSE Of LORDS, 

Monday, Manhy^ 

The vote of credit Bill, and alt the other Bills which were 
readV}, vere pafied by comRiiniun. Tith commi^flSiancrs.Wicre 

. the 


i 
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the loi'd Ct|Mincellor, the archbUhop of C^artmrfs and the 

iduke oIJt)orfet. t- 

» 

CAME EAWS. 

The order of the day for etiterins into a coi^Riittee on the 
Bill to amend the game laws, by altering the day from the i£b 
to the X4th of September, h>r Aooting having jbeen read* 

7 'he Eavi ZJerfy faid, he fhould oppofe the Bili'a going 
into 4 cornmutee. The preamble of the Bill Bausd, that it 
was to prcfcrve the Banding (.orn from tnifchief, hat no eyt- 
dencc had been heard to lupport the allegation of the Bill j nor 
weic there any petitions, cither On the table of that or rtie 
other Houfe^ Bating, that fuch an alteration would conduce 
to the prciervabon ot the corn. Betides the operatio i of the 
Bill was not to be extended to Scotland; where the cprp 
would undoubtedly be more likely to be uncut on the iB of 
of September, than m the Southern parts of the ifland. Nei¬ 
ther did the remedy apply to all parts of England alike; ilnee 
111 fome ot the northern counties the harvett was conltderably 
later than the more louthern. Eof his own part, the earl 
aifured their iordlhips he cared not if he never more took a 
gun in hand, or ate another partridge; hut as he conceived 
the proviftons of this Bill to be nugatory and ineffeflual, he 
did not fee why gentlemen, without the Bacetnent of any 
thing like an ad^uatp leafon, Biould be deprived of their (port 
tor fourteen days, whicb this Bill would do. 

Marquis rofe to defend the Bdl, and contended 

thM the delay of four(;een days would be attended whh great 
benefit; becaufe in Butt fpace of time much Corn would be 
cuti sshich Otherwife might be Banding, and itable to in¬ 
jury Bom ’the fportOnan who took the field on the iB of Sep¬ 
tember. 

Th* UttriaftiMiitiAh a||reed with lord Derbv as ba the in- 
efiifacy of the B 18 * aod cdmplaioed particularly of its not ex¬ 
tending to Sco«a^»ff.‘ This, he faid, was a (lander^ in efie^, 
upon his native eentotry • it was mfmuating that a petfun 
might walk through the (hading corn of thit country without 
ti cading It down. He declared if the Bill went into a com¬ 
mittee he ihould deem it incumbept on hjiiqi, to move a 
claufe extending it to Scotland* 

Lord Tburhnv laid he wi&ed noble lords whO undcr- 
floodtfie game laws Wopld inform them who did not ptttei^ 
to bemalivr of vvhat human leafon them ^oould be far 
fixing on the ifi; cd Septembei; in particular, unleirs It Was 
caufe it WAS then fiippofed that the corn would Iw cut. If it 
Vox., lil. 1796 X X was 
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was not i®, «n«J the calfulation was wrong, why not ametid 
U? He had been infornied» ahd he believed it to be foi that 
;bcrp WAS «n aft of parliamcot to prevent the fportuig itt 
Ingcorti. If there was not, why not protWt it by ni^thlg it 
penal to do To? 

7 he Eat I Derby declared, he would vote for any penalty 
in fuch cafe. 

I,rid Mttl^rave ftatcd, that, in die part of the iCsomitry to 
which be belonged, the gentlemen of tlw county had enter^ 
into aflbciatlons not to (hoot ttil the latter end of September; 
and that they had fuUnd the pra£iice b convenient, that they 
had renewed it. 

Lord 7 hutlvu) then fuggciled, that as there was a pro* 
efteding inftitnted m the othet Houfe upon the fitbjeft of the 
game laWs, it might be as well to defei the filli for a (bort 
none. 


Lord coincided in opinion Wfth the noble and 

learned lord, and declated that he had no objcdtion to the poft- 
pofling the Bill for the prdfeht. Hts lotdfhip ftated that afib* 
ciations had been entered into ill his part of the country with 
3 View to the fame objeifl; that the Bill was calculated to eh* 
tain. 

7%t Duk^ e/Nirfoli faid, he wa« in the ftbnh laft •year, and 
the gentlemen there had alfo determined not to begm their 
fport uitiH the 2 i$th, ol September; that agreement cotmiidy 
was not to cdlctual as a Icgidarive provilSoo. Many petite 
did refrain flom Oiootlhg, but many (jthtHi iihf, 4hd 
there was no compdtfory method to ilbp tbem* Thb btti5i>e& 
pending in the m Commons, Pnly 
appointed to inquire; itiS ittfTas probable tMAhing taroiidocMMe 
from them, year, to prevent Hi tb^ote/ibn of 
the prefent year being unpialtbmd, be ^ 

Bill, 


I'he Houfe divided, »v < 

Jht*i (for the cwbWIitment) ^ 13 

NotSy (agaitiftir) s n ^ 


* 1 

i SHApWXJUt^S Mvb&ce JMtU 

« 

Th the committee upon ^ BBl, ^ 

H; 7ht Eaf I eftAiedardaie nk, and^ hfbetadjlnHttiig that Mr. 
^hadwell had btifimd in a hatsdi^bnae and Kberal maimbr to 
ilH wdfe by olfertr^ vduntarfly Yo bwde tOCd* U'^at«» b« 
" ht fald, thataa a^owanoe Ihtwd dHrayiy bb tiuomen 

wlto 
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wh<9,iad therof^ves ^o ^ 

^ thcyjaightttot be! driven «©^eflfe#l©wngJii*9 

’ ^ ' j*. ' . * ,rt« ♦ _i' .j«»i . . e 1.. ^ _^ 


tb^jt^ightmtb^ driven 

and {wdftimtiijg thc,m%lv«forl:^pS»d^ ^His oug^t 
appear in.4)^ Billy as a legi^iatJve ?* ** 

znlfchnrore proper to be fettled by the legiflatbre tfaajh by ced-p 
lufiojii^r conrtiyaitce betw«n the piMrties. |Ic riei^jcded jVjr. 
S|)adiVeU,,>fcir;his ebnliderate and liberal condjliu^y but. for. ^e 
fea^s faif,h|td4ate4 .be^tonld intmiuce^a tlaufe ni^ture 
he bad d^feribqd. .' ' ■< » - 

Sbt J^rhf iii(7riwwj^ fead a letter from Mrs* Shs^well’s 
brotbe>r;^»mig bis cofnpiete fati^dlion at the of JV|fy 

Shadw^ in ofiering to fettle | 0 "Jl. a year on his lifter, . 

X-ord ThurJow ip a fpeecb of great ftrength of arguW^ 
obje&ed 104*? intrpduiaion the daufe^ more efpeciailj opoti 

-ibje.j^ound of a. general principle, Ifit isrps admitted upon ^ 
general princ^^ley. then their lordihips ftood bound in every 
cafe tt» make provifiop' for an aduitr^, an^ it would fender an 
inveftigation into ftte fortune or circumftaiices of the bulbaad 
pecclTafy in order ^o,Judge to wi^ degree be fbould be taxed 
■ ,^or the iupport of the woman who had injured him. Since be 
'bisd, fat in , parliament, his loadlblp/aid, he had never relbea)- 
bered a .caie where the hulhand was more deeply or more mh«- 
iiglWoBy woo^ded than the prefent; and if fuch a prlmpiple 
the\pcibld ea 4 had fugge^yd vvere once, eil^liibed, it would 
ap, enciiw 4 'ag<:n»ent to immortality and.as gcofs an acl of 

lc^|[^ture c^d^^biy bdopt. It,had been 
^s lordftup ob/bri^i^^.to ib.% •pCbttKiernti^es tu sf- 

that adwlteicy wth a .married woman 

beb^hidid, on the coWitibhi that, the parftr pne- 
..^^^ud'h^^^^..Warry^r':iben L .'{houkl >/lW 

Ought the w’o^itah in. fu,tb a 
^ b fortune intu^.the arms of an 

adinf^W ?;wwlp^e a reward and incitement to the 
Crlmei , If ibeHned.tjbr irqite for a proyibpn, it ftiould 

Be^der.mf'iSp^iiS^ that the biife Ihould be 

SWnd txi li ve tifr i gwr^ iitua.tio|d9 the money not paid to 
her but ;tO tbpfeS i^iibo /upport^ her. The provilion could 
fcarcely ever be 4 maiieL^ ^igh* in the wpmsm who violated 
bef ^njuggil yO;W» it mhft’'^ chat>ty and confider- 

atiou hi the iAndtf dbebadl'any claim in charity, 

it was not upon tbej^' 4 )?iod atfd'^iftnds l^.b!a4ininted; 

tipon them if, Ibcijii^ be fty^i^d he 

.w^.atte,rUig;x^ygtm»«!^f?ijb4on "be. b^ed 

tbe,W,. In;i^ 4 jvorcc 

# ^fi^' lfe‘^’j^ulter 3 ^>.a-,R«^tta^t■f 0 l^^d bif f^yv.er, 

X X 2 and 
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and indeed it was juft ihr fhould} for ought (he to be allowed , 
to claim the benefits arifing from marriage, when, hy her 
hafe condudf, |(be bad brc£en and violated the contrafif 
Tfaere was alfo a great impropriety in tbeii' lordfhips deriding' 
upon a caic, wh*ch implicated the property of i;an individualj 
without evidence before them of the nature and extent Of that 
property. In faffs his lordftiip faid, he bad long been of 
opinion, that if cafea of divorce had not fallen under the jurif" 
diftion of their tordfbips, who were liable to be canvaited 
and influenced by applications from their connexions, which 
ought on no account to happen in matters of a judicial nature, 
ttublic juftice would in aU fuch cafes be better adminiftered. 
He therefore wifbed, that forac regular judicial court had the 
whole bufineft fubmitted to them by an enaXment of the lew* 
Mature ; becaufc, before a tribunal of the fort he meant, faas 
and ctrcumftances cnuld be inveftigated with the temper, the 
delibei itioD, and the caution, that ought to accompany fudt 
am invdiigation. 

Lord Auckland faid, he perfeXly agreed with the noble and 
learned lord, that the Houte ought not to adopt any general 
rule refpeXin*: the qucft,on in dilcu/Tion. A moment’s atten¬ 
tion wuu’d V avinre th.‘re lordlhips that cafes may exift In 
which the a'tmnm divorced, would have a fair claim to a con- 
iiderable pro^aion: and yet their might be cafes in which it 
would be 'improper to give to hrr by a legiflatjve aX any 
jirovliion whatever. On the one hand, if it were clearly 
proved chat a woman bringing an immenie fortune to her 
huiband, had been ill treatctl by him to a degree, which though 
nut fufficient to jufttfy hw mifeonduX, much extenuate 

it; parliament certainly would not fufter a wife fb circum* 
ikneed to be utterly beggated and deprived of ail hvrprt^^, 
and to leave the whole of ir lo tnc hands of the bufband. 'On 
the other hand, if it were ihewu that a woman married to a 
man of moderate fortune, had been led from her duty by ibme 
opulent fcducer, who liad given an iadepeihlenl pr^iton to 
her, the mere expditton of the cafb woald decide parliament 
not to interfere farther m her favour at tl« esqiumde of her un¬ 
fortunate hufband. Various‘Other ruppofitlons might be 
ftated, which vMiuld eipmliv fttew that their lordfbips wrifton 
niuft depend on the circumnsmcMW each pafticular c^*' He 
acknowledged diat in forming that decilSon, there wm fdme- 
thiog defeXive in the nature of tbeirjprii^XW; ro a cei^am 
'degree they were aXitig the part 'pf juryoifen With an infuf- 
fioH;nt<eviaeoce of the fact, and, 'Iftequeti^ty^ aVih1||e 
csdb, with an 4x pam evidence, Tney wm to an¬ 

other 
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o^ier obviojn* inconvenience; tb^y wpuld'^ecofiea Aat it wa«. 
W|i!<^int in whicb the^Diher 

KRenqiicd a concurrent and iinfependentj^lm^l^^ ;and ic: 
l&medtats. migfat i»: fufpe^iiid^ . hoiibevef thdr 

i^iilierations 091 jdomeftic buftnefles niigJn ,;be fbbjeift tdi 
the. ibiiluerKx and of - paiSotia iattdfiiif parti(;$. 

Qn the Waia branch tn the Ic^fladvtfi'duty, 

he jaw 1tnperf#&ionft fo ftrongly, that ihe’he»,ihy wt0^, 
to^ reiieved from and he would gladly c<^ii|r in 
to the ectjeAafr^al. courts a difeteUonary poweir, tdai^oi^the 
proper; ttnnntehaatce in cales of divorce for adultery,'in the 
fame manner as they now adjuit and order it in divorces 
other caufes. In the mean time the principle which gnided 
his judgment wa-s, that in cafesi^bere no o^er maintenanoe 
to the woman, fame moderate provifion &oidd be 
nffigned to bed, varying in its extent.acebrd^ng to the reTpedlive 
merits or demeritt'and circuraftances of parties: a pro¬ 
vifion certainly lefs than (he wpldd have been entitled tojf 
<he had remained faithful to her hufbaiid during his life, but 
jfill fufiicicotto prcfetve her from the alternative of famine or 
of proftitution. In the prefent^hftance iotrte of thek -lord- 
Ihips ftHmacd influenced by the knowledge,-that the 

gi^^ofity. of ihe offended hulband had already fecured libe 
;prQv|fioir defcribed: in ihe ejiaufe propoled by the aohle earl; 
lujd certainly, if their; lordlhips could have any regular cogni- 
, »ance«rf’ mt wouldbe ideferihed ; ^ cafe fo bad as 

gnrfsiot, <0.rtjcntijoh of ^e provifion ift alegifiafrye 

cefeainly: it deferved than: 
■'slbbpgb'm.e^W not the fenttments ■cif tiie 

i^i|^ai^4earne^;,uiiihlf ;^who had cailld^ with great indignatfeil 


' v-T/flagitinus'^od abominable 
' ,^pntyi£^^ie^' rte^r«t?i'> ■'lU' might be for ■■'the benefit of 

/^ie% 1 ^elril 1 rl<B rt mimw I —k j— CkUt 
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dpi^rage wd decry immorality and vice. Still, 
i|soweve,r,:f|ii^'ferd||^ w0^ their zeal, for chaftity 

ipve^p tlie HtjifiSiCf'.trtoth.' ife.^yasfar from being difpofed to 
tec^e. the ap^^jlr-'of -<hc'defpicable woman in >'t{uefri«n, 
who after tywM^;yt»rs' fearriage, had brought dilhonour on 
hi^felfy ah4 her huiband and 

he tiSbft fayj-thw, the 
;lordflitps?|fci» hadten 

4fifej^ed, ^ii/ari'adt4i^»■C3^d'tbii,^aftef her.d«teH6l%»^ fite.had 
weitten twd^'lit^:&i^ upon'^ifeefr fe!^pS'ia»isCtBte&.,ex- 
^flive cb0ti#ohV^^M^itoi^ad 

furviving 





him tpat tlf^;Womaii' 

i% ■; a ye^»!<fib"thcJewsait of 



>• I “ 
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’’i^^DjtfevT ill-th^e'firsts,* 

A& cafe Wo» thcfece erf the law, ife^J|^,itt happent 
IBrirately kiiqwp to many of their lordftt^^itA pr< , _ 
Sen made for,her. Sr6 for as. hts tt| 

iwftioo, he ft^t bimfotf ob%ed 
cipte of order, and juftid', and not fubje^ to the 
circumftatifce^ oi winch, as a lord oi; Parhaaicnti he c^d 
«(H.have ahy>gu5af cognizance. , , ,, ^ r 

tfOf4Mulsr<ivi fold, it had always been hri opim<» 
imfbrtuiwie woman fllou'd liot be abandoned to want-, he 
. eduid by no means adroit the principle, that the hulb^nd 
i^ainld he compeaed by the Houfe to make pj^vition. Ir 
mui always deneud upon the circuraftances of the partingW 
caie, and CQuJd not be xcgulated by fix^ pttncjples, bcca^l^ 
there mi^bc occur cafes in which the wife wouni be rouch tp 
,l^.pUied° and many others like the prefeW, where no epm,- 

was mciited. _ , . x-.,,! 

■ The DuAe ef Bedford conc^^red m opmion with the taM 

ef Lauderdale, and thought provifion ought to be wade, if 
paaifhrocnt was.infiiacd, it pught to be tbp prsyem o* 
like tranfereSioi-.s, and nor f r the deftruaion pt ihc^n^r^ 
His grace appeakd to the bench of bi&<^s, .whctoer »t Was 
not oiore confiftent. witlt the pitfirpis of our rchgton to erw 

courage contrition and a return tp virtpe^ than by. .^gprpu8 

vkI inereikiis perfecutioo, to barderi tlie^wuid of an-ohendtog 

' ^^^JuS’^OKCfUer ^«d pttmpktfcti ^ 
in the propriety of matr*^ div^cc 
court} and heartily wtlhcrl thepafe we*? % 
tod ks iubjea,. declared bitofelf :^ga«i& toV ipeotne^t^. 
in favour of the woman, and wforped the LN® 

•^hurlow Iw fomc ftrwg f'';" •. ' 

Lord rofc ajato, and with 

ported his objeaions to thp pr;<?p<*%io‘H dpwRaia 

icneral principle that provifion fhowMs 
be made for the wife in a div 5 j;e ;^5 be Jlatcd tbp 
of impofiiig fine? in cafe? of t^^feane|6, and affeod ifamr 

toe of tbeir iord^ips, otoW iifiar ^ 
ide.a of iropofmg a finc' 4tpo«5S-mAn befcn 

Irijufcd, and under circopallarices.o^ gfeat^fttwtottf^^^^ 

^hTwrtd^ft potolidffible. ,^ 21 ^ 
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quefticm: the public and general principle pf the propriety uf 

_- • ^ . _ t __ H.1. U. -' ^ 1 - ^ 


they fliould make it an order of the Houfe not to entertaiQ any 
divomie bill without fuch a claufe. He believed few Of their 
lordfhips would endure it, if it came beftJrti them ki fiich > 
Ibape. *; 

Upon the particular grounds of this cafe, he ftw rio reafoft 
for the fpecial provifion: hts lordflnp aJfb cedneided tpolk 
heartily with the two noble and k-arned lords rcfi.*( 9 :ing the 
popriefy of making thefc Bills the matter of judicial deci- 
hon. 


I'he BIJbip s/ Rothtjltr declared his intentitm of voting 
Againfl- theclaufe, becaufe he thought the iutroduftion of furh 
h cLaufe as a general principle in all divorce bills, extremely 
improper and highly unjuil. His lotdChip faid, he conitdeied 
the cafe upon which the Bill was grounded to be one of the 
tnoR flagrant and injurious on the part of the Wife, that ever 
came before their lordihips. 

I'he Committee then d»vided-»-n/«e and nine each fide. 


The chairman (Lord Walfmgham) gave the calling \oie 
egainft the claufe. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COAJMONS. 

Monrav, Martb 7. 

The Houfe wasfummoned to attend m the Houfe of Lords, 
and the Speaker on his return informed the Houfe, that the 
‘Xtoyd diUlent had been giren by Cunimilllon to the Voce of 
Credit and Exchequer Loan Bill, and a variety of private 
Bills. 

'JThe Wodivington, Gatesford, Carw.Tjdme, and Bmicigb 
fpcloTines, and the Bl<u.k.barn Roadj Btlis, were rc:iui a thiru 
dme, and palled. 

WET DOCKS. 

Mr. JVhitptere mxfeated a poddem from A body of merchants 
engaged in the Weft Indiatmport kjod export trade, m favour 
«if the Bill for buddine wet do^s in the pot t of {..ondoiii 

Mr. Aldfrmm h^lngtm prefenti-d a petition from the 
leflees of wharfingers, and another from the Cordwaineis* 
Company,. praying fur coupfel to be heard xt the bar in their 
behalf aghuiA the Wet Docks Bill. 

The 
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The Lwd Mi^&t prefentcrt a petition from the Ftflunongera* 
Conripanv the Blit. 

llie above peunoos were ordered to lie on the table. 

APOl HrCAklFS* PrTITlOM. 

Qeneral Smvh mo\ ed, that the order for referring the apo- 
tb« ariev’ petition to a coininittee, for a Bill to previjntdrug- 
friil'' and others horn preparing mcdiciues, be read* it was 
rtn^ accorduigly^ and then the genera] moved that it be dif" 
chirged 

IWr. fftl/m font faid he did not wifh to difcharec the order, 
unlels tome otlter regulation (bould lie fubHitutcd tor the bcttti 
preparation and fall, of medicinal dri^^', aN iome regulation la 
that point appeared bfol ittly nectlla y 

Mr. H, f^irnt i faid, be undcrilood from the Waidtn of 
the Apotherai ics’ Compani, that they ntner agreed to fend 
fuch a pent on to the Ilouib. 

After a ft-tt vioids fiom Mr Ditt^ General Sjmtl moved 
that the petition be rejeiSlcd, which was agreed to without a 
diviftoa. 

TRENT AKD MERSEY C'^NAL. 

On the fecond reading of the Trent and Murfey Canal 
I'lll, aoonverfation tot k place between Mi. (who 

after haviog afligned a few reafons for fo doing, obiedbed tx> 
the Bill besng fent to a committee,) and Mr mwUn^ut^ 
Lord Bcl^ra'’ry and Mr RtJir. It was urged that the canid 
would be A pitvate giievance. Thi«, Mr, Rtdtr deiiKd^ 
and coBU nded that the canal would become an objei^ of tia* 
tiouad importance, in confequence of its communtchUoiB be* 
twreo L» ci pool and Hull. 

Upon the lecond reading of the Trtsit and Meriey Cana] 
Bill, a divihon tuolc place. 

JitSy (for the Bill) 

(againft it) 

Majitrity, 

SI AVE TRADE ASOLITIOK EltX. 

Mr. U'tlbeijorte Cud, that he intended Co introduce inr 
the comroitAe, tor which be was about to move, alteratiions in 
the Bill. Afici pa^ g through the f»ipniuttoe^ bn would 
move that it be printed with fuen altcifitiopsi and rw omuvit* 
ttd. lie then m' ved ** that the bpcsb< e l^ave the chair." ^ 

eppokd the tSpegAvr’s ibe Chair. 

T)|thi,uuurabic geiulunan, l^iaid, ought tqdtdaiy^ Qonn- 

niittte 

* 
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mitter akogetlier, and give the bill with the alterations he in* 
unde4« , * 

] Mr. Af, Mmtague obferved, that it would be unsdtud to 
fin up blanks or maice amendments in a Bill* prior to its be* 
ing fubmitted to a committee j it was the verj buiinels of a 
committee. 


General TarUton faid, if on a fubjedi already fo much dif* 
rti(&d, he offered a word, he hoped that fi om the peculiarity 
of bis ftruation, he (hould ftand exrufed. That many elafits 
of the working paU of the community were deeply affe£led by 
the war could not be denied, and that the adoption of the tnea* 
fine betoie the Houfe would aggravate their diffiefies be 
fincerely believed. A variety or articles of manufadure 
were made merely for carrying on this commerce, which fup^- 
ported numerous bodies of mechanics; and, if it was abolifli* 
ed, the means of their living would go along with it. 1 be 
merchants of Ltverpoed bad, he faid, at a great expence, built 
fh'ps of a peculiar conffrudion for the convenienre of the 
trade, and it the bill pafied, thefc (btps would lie uielefs on 
their hands; hence it would be incumbent on government, 
Ihould the Bill pafs, to indemnify them in their loi&s. The 
encouragement given to feanten by the Liverpool merchants 
was a great iburce of naval ftrength and revenue to this coun* 
try, in haying always expert failora ready, which was a mat¬ 
ter of no flight confideration. Another circumftance be wtfh- 
ed to remind the Houfe of was, that his Mi^y’s mmifters 
gave commiffions to many gentlemen hr railing black re¬ 
giment; and, by the Bill palEng, tbefe regiments would be 
emancipated. All the Haves would be emancipated in tho 
iilaeds t and thus a total ftagnatton would take place in m- 
fpeA to the cultivation and trade of the colonies. Ail the 
negroes embodied in military fervice, would never return to 
.ignculture j and hence gentlemen who embarked large for¬ 
tunes in eff^s would be ruined, becaufe they could not cul¬ 
tivate their lands. 


The diffurbanres in the Weft Indies rendered the prefent 
period very unfit for the abolition. The war had greatly re¬ 
duced Weft-india pr^iotyj and the Bill, if palTed, would in¬ 
evitably bring it to utter rain. He wifti^ gentiemen to con- 
fider the ftate of puUtc aflBurs i and, if they did, he thought 
they would find it unwife, at this moment, to vote for dw abo- 
lirton. In the pr^hire and great expences of the war it 
certainly, was unwife i he bimfelf would vote for the tmu* 
Cure of a grkdMi abolition in peace) when the prdfent fludu. 
ation fubflifed. After feVend other temarks ftaxe 
Voa,. iU. 1796* Yy ^ 
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cur colotiTdl poireflIon»<, the General concluded by oppofing the 
fposker's leaving the < hair. 

Mr. Dent fuHowed general Tarlcton on the fame fide < of 
thequcfiion, and contended that the impolicy and injuftice 
of ahuliihing the fiate trade at this moment were obvious. So 
tar, he took it, from ferving the caufc of freedom and humanif}, 
it would encourage ditaffediion and rebellion, and inilcad 
ot bring any real advantage to the flares themfclves) it would 
be a misfortune. 

Mr. Bmfiam rofe to (late his decided opinion, refpefting the 
abolition ’ weie he filent, gentlemen might perhaps fay that 
he recanted; that he was afhamed of his former fentiments. N o 
hard words, no invedives, would deter him from doing what 
he conceived hts duty. He challenged any gentleman in the 
Houfe to fhew the fnialleft wavering in his conduct. He wa> 
convinced, that the prefent Bill would not cfTr^ that aboli- 
lition at which they aimed, and it had ever been his idea, 
that the coming to any fuch rcfolution in that Houfi, would 
put the object tliey intended farther from attainment, and make 
it more diitant and difficult. Gentlemen, by fuch a meafuie, 
would hazard the fecurity, peace, and profperiry of the colo¬ 
nies ; and probably excile revolt and retellbn. He deciai. d, 
he was ready to ptove, by evidence at the bar of the Houle, 
that the tlave trade, as it at prefent exifts, was a mere noii- 
einitv; a gratuitous rifk; and hence, at all events, theic 
would be no end gained by the Bill. 

It he were fpeaking to pcrfbns that had any experience 
of the iflaods and the ttade, he might fparc bimfelf the 
trouble of argument. But was it not niiprifuTg that gentle¬ 
men, who all along exclaimed againfi; the bard ufage of Haves, 
ncvei thought it worth while to vifit the colonies, to be eye- 
w itneflb of fads ? l^ey dkl not follow the example of the 
benevolent Howard, who always made it a rule to examine 
the hardibips and iuffieciiigs he redreiled. He wiflied gcntlc- 
meu, however, to modify the Bill} and afber he faw their mo¬ 
difications, he would debver bis fentiments more fully. A few 
niontbs, be was aware, would fbew the impolicy and loutih- 
lity of the Bill; gentlemen would thai fee that they were 
wrong. This, however, would be little ratisfadlioii to tbd 
planters, wbeo their prc^ities might be deftroyed. 

Mr. ff'. SmitJ) fatd, he would not follow the honourable 
gcittleman who fpoke laft through every topic : He Widuld 
fhort anfwcr to bis quidlioaf, why gentlemen did nut 
idfit the Well India iflandsf Firfl, becaule they were well 
«itoi(^,flicqttaintcd iritb tte Atbjei^ liking iuch 

-fc. ' ' 'Itidjblc; 
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*rpuHc : fecondly, becaufe they were employed (0 more ad- 
.valt 4 geat home. The gentlemen who took up the caufe 
of khe flaves in that Houfe from the bej^inniflg, did not want 
the abolition on the ground that they were ill treated by the 
plantuis. Were they ever fo humanely treated by their maftei6, 
the trade itftlf ought not to be, for it could uot, be allow¬ 
ed on any principle of jufltce or humanity. It the honour¬ 
able gentleman proved that the ftate of their flavery was bet¬ 
ter than the liberty of the poor of this country* that did not 
alter the cafe one iota* did not make it one whit better. The 
honourable gentleman might fatisfy his own mind, and the 
minds of his friends, by uling fucb arguments; but he could 
not fo eafily alter the minds of others, who, from the outfcr, 
(Irnvc for the abolition, ftom the pureft and moll dtflnterefted 
motives. He ought alfb to do fuch gentlemen the juftice 
to think, that they were Ancere in their invariable ideas on 
the queiiion of abolition. 

Mr Beuverie declared, that his opinion on this buAnefs 
had been alv^ ays the fame : He was at all times friendly to 
the abolition; and furely, if the honourable gentlemen f Mr* 
ilaiham) was Ancere in what be faid, namely, that the trade 
is now reduced to a Don>cntitv, ne need not be io much a- 
verfe to the bill before the Huui^. 

Mr. yfjiiifigton (aid, that be oppofed the Bill on the fcore 
of humanity: He thought the abolition would now be attend¬ 
ed with dangerous conf^[octices. 

Mr. MUbfffti faiil, he had only one reafbn for voting in Ai- 
vour of the Bill; the men who were the ebje^ of it were 
Aave^ ; a name odious to a BiitiAi ear. The tradd could not 
be contended for, copld imt be tolerated, on coniHmtional 
grounds at any tjme; apd hence, at all times, he would de¬ 
cidedly fuppor^ its abolition. 

'J'he quyftion then, for the Speaker’s leaving the chair, be¬ 
ing put, the Houfe divided^ and the nuoAers were, 

- 76 

Netif - 3 r 

MajofUyt 45 

The Houfe then refoJved itfolf into a committee of die 
whole Houle, Mr. ^liiotan the chair. 

1 he p^•^^o«^ at which Mr. 'Wilbcrfurce luopofed that the 
trade Aiould be Anally abolilhed, was the Arft of March 

^L. Dm oJ)je£lc4 and Add, that dje period was* much too 
ihort. It vw in reality little more than eight months. Thi 

y 2 appeal. 
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AjipMXpi to hun to be very in^porunt \ the amount of Ijie ex¬ 
portation And unportation of tots trade, and on that Whir h 
tMvasconneded with, was not lefs than jo minion<i of mon^. 
The Houfe ought lo take great care upon this fubjeifV, not to 
do any thing th it might be injurious to the Weft>ludia trade, 
and fuch he was confident this meafure would be, if adopted 
by the legiilaturc 

Sir IVtUtam Dolhen declared he knew not by what fort of 
eoitaputatioo it was the honourable, member difcovcrrd that 
from Mardi to March was only eight months. Indeed he 
did not fee what reafon the friends of this trade bad to com¬ 
plain of hade in the abolition of it. They had reafon to ap- 
prehettd that abolition feven years ago. 

Mr. Dtat faid, the Bill and the whole of the proceeding was 
a difgrace to tins countiy. So lorg as Magna Co'rta re- 
m lined* it would he a difgrace to tnis country, he conceived 
that the vtry principle of the Bill was hofiile to the declaration 
of that great chaitcr. It went alfo directly to annul th* 
various proclamations that had from time to t<me, and even 
io far back as the time of Oliver Cromwtl', been ifliied in 
favour of the flavc trade. This Bill was an immediate over- 
throw Off the rights ot property, 

Mr, Buitton was of op nion, that the Have trade was a dif> 
grace to this country. He 'va«> that .Magni Charts had 
been tnfcnuonod, io,t it formed » Ifi ong coiitraft to the flave 
trade. They formed between them a picture ot the dificreiicr 
between flavery and J.b.i ty. 

Mr. Serjeant Jdair laiu, he had fome foncem for the repu¬ 
tation of Magna Charts, having often proftffed, and as often 
felt, great veneration lor ti. He had read ic over often, and 
he had never leen any thii^ in it that profeiTed to favour the 
Have trade. If there was, it had efcaped him in the courie oi 
many readings, and he would be thankful to the hoiic iirable 
member to point out to him the pa^gC in Magna Charta 
vrfaereia the Have trade was acknowledged This Was, m- 
dt-^d, a difgrace to the nation, as the honourable gentleni.irl 
had Cud } but it was not the abolition, it was the continuance 
of the traffic which created this difgrace. The committee 
would now proceed m the hill befote them, if thi^ bad any 
regard for the fenfe which the Houfe itlelf bad mready dc- 
c bred upon that f ubje£t. 

Mr /)c»t faid, he would repeat it, that the proceeding was 
a oi/grace to th<s country, and contrary to one of the exprefs 
dcK Iwratioos of Magna Chains, the words of that diarter were, 
•>* That right (hall neiUicr befo!4a delayed, or detUed.’* Now 

he 
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he would afk, whether, if this Bill pafled, right would nch be 
fojd, delayed, and denied ? ‘ llVTljat was the'cooMiiitiee now^do- 
iixg j I SclUipjg, delaying, and denying the rig^ Of Weft 
India Jmer-ohahts'and planters. The Mouft of Cothmoos had 
paded feveral re^lutions on this trade, theie refoluftbns were 
now before another Houfe ? Would the commttteeyefle^ on 
the indelicacy of carrying up to the lords, a BtU upon this 
fubjee\ before their lord&ips came to any dete^inatlon upon, 
the former refolutions ? ' * , 

, Mr. Serjeant Adair recollected perfectly w<^l tfJA |>afi^e ia 
Magna Charta, to which the honourable member alluded, 
and he thought the paflage applicable to the Bill now befone the 
committee. “ That right fhould neither be fold, delayed, or 
denied.” But, before we talk of right, we muft (laid the Ser- 
jeant)eftal) 1 i(htheexiftenceofthatright. Hedeniedtheexilicnce 
of our right t« enflave others: he knew of no origin to the right 
flayery in this country; he knew of no .power that the legif- 
latu.re of this country had to protefi the flat'e trade ; and he 
mufl proteft againd the authority, if any fuch there was, for 
that protection. He agreed, however, that right, in this cafe, 
was fold, delayed, and denied: ri^t was IbkJ when, the Afri¬ 
cans were fold ; right was delayed when the abolition of the 
.{lave trade was .delayed ; right will be dented'whervthe legif- 
. lature of this country lhatl refufe to put an ettd to' that tr^c 
which creates miiery and promotes murder. ' 

General Smith faid be ihoiiid Oppofe this Bill in every 
ftage j and he was'convinced it would hCver pdfs into a' law. 
Th^ queftion for the commencement of ^be* Bill on the 
, Erft xtf Maixh, 1797, hris put and carri^. 

,, ,, '^t..f^ilherforce tiicn propofed a claufe tolubjeuathofe w'ho 
m due form'cif law, be convicted bf Carrying on this 
trade agauift tbis aCf, to tranfportation to "Botany Bay, or 
elfewhere, for 14 years. Agreed to by the committee. 

He then brought up a great number of other claufes which 
were agreed to, ' '' 

, The Houfe beit^ refumed, the report was received imme¬ 
diately, and ordered to be taken into confideration this day 
. fe’nni^ht} and the Bill,,With the amendments, was ordered to 
Reprinted. , 

, _ The Secretdry at Wat bron|;ht Op an eftimate Of barracks 
intended to be built, together wjlfb the probable cRpence of 
esreCiing them. .Qrdcred to be'laid oh the tilblej and to be 
printed,,.' ‘ ” '■ ‘ -’V' 

op w. accbihh; of the ehprwvided Cer^ 

Ofdeifes w be laid 

iVT^rA Kd» ‘ 4i's ■- 

Sir 


on i^e abkT'to be 
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Sir D.olben moved to difcharge the order of rite"* day 

for a^pTnmiicec of the whole Houf&v on Friday next, oW .the- 
Sla^'cartyiogSUl,^snd toappoitadt for Thurfda^^i^be J^h6f' 
April jEwxt.i---Drdercd. Adjourned. ' 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

\ 1 

\ 

Tuesday, March Z- ■■ ^ . 

Heard counfel in a Scotch appe?.!, Archibald and James 
Robinfon, vrrfus J. Laird, of Greeiwck. 

B|^(l ieverai private Bills. Adjourned. 


- HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

j 

Monday, March 8 . 

A committee was appointed toconfider the Turnpike Aclj^ 
and make a report. 

The amount of taxes was prefcnted ; ordered to be printed, 
and lie on the table. 

The Poole Canal Bill was reported, and ordered tc lie on 
tile table. 

A number of petition? were prefented againft the Bill for 
eflabiilhiflg Wet-Docks at Wapping, praying, tnat the pe- 
titiarv:js may -be hearld by their eoanlel. Three petitions 
were prefented in favour of the Bill. 

Aklerman Lujbmgtm moved, that the order bf the day for, 
taking-intoconiideratioa the i 3 ;h and i^th Geo. IK. for the 
purpofe of eftablifhing turnpike roads, be' now difeharged. 
He .Ciid, he did .mot mean,’by this prbceeSing, to rcli;^l3£h 
the meafure, as he wiOted to embriice oibcf important 
than jthofe, whech oCcoirred to him Tirtjen firft he hrciiight for¬ 
ward the bufinefs. The gardens hear the metfopofis were pf 
lb rowph importance in providing the town with, vegetables, 
that the proprietors were well entitled to the'attention of the 
Houfe. He had juU learned, that the weighing their waggons 
was attended with great inconVeptcncc j he had, therefore, 
.meaptto exempt waggons, With •wheels of'certain dimenfioas,. 
bringingYegcrables ter the mefropolisj from 'being .weij^ftd, 
bp pajing^ a double ta3[ } ’htstie%t objpd *4 b extei4'*-hmw- ■, 
Ur excxnpttmt-to carts and ieaggbn^ going fropi the mefro^olis-. 
with manure) and his third Was that of ehcreailing the 
revenue of the turnpikes. 4jy whtph paeans ihe public roads 



The 


• 9 \ 
K 
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The hc»iarablc member moved, that leavt be given to 
bring in a £tU to amend and- eKplain fudh phr^ of the aQ cjS 
the 13th and 14th of Geo. Ill, as related to the improvement 
of turnpike roads.-—Leave was accordingly granted ; ahd the 
members for London and Middlefcx were ordered to prepare 
and bring in the fame. 

An account of the net produce of the Taxes up to the 5* 
January, 1796, was preicnted at the bar, and ordered to be. 
laid on the table. 


WET DOCKS BILL. , 

, ^ • "-i 

The order of the day for the fecond reading of this BUI, 
having been Aoved and read : 

T he Lord Mayor faid, he wifhed that this BlU fhould be, 
put off for a few days ; and, he hoped, the reafon be fhould 
Hate for it would be I'uch as would appear fadsfacfory to the 
Hcule, and to the honourable gentleman who brought in the 
Bill. The city of London had taken the fubjeft fully into 
cnniideration, and a plan was at this time a£tual!y in prepar¬ 
ation, which, he believed, would be found to anfwer everjf 
purpofe of accommodation, both to the public and to in¬ 
dividuals. This plan would very fpeedily be produced ; and, ' 
therefore, he hoped, that the prefent Bill would not be preffed 
forward precipitately, and trufted, that the honourable gentle¬ 
man who had introduced the Bill, would agree with him la 
the propriety of a fliort delay. , . ‘ ■ 

Mr. A-Lumtifig (aid, that, after what bad fallen from the 
worthy magiftrate,, be ceruinly felt himfelf bound hot to 
oppofe the 3 elw, which had been requefted upon fuch fair 
gtoui^s. As far, therefore, aa he was Intereltcd in the bufi- 
nefs,^':ho (hould give his confent to poilpone the Bill for a few 
iap'y until the plan nien tioned by the worthy maglHrate douli 
be produced and examined. 

The fecond reading of the Bill was then, by general con¬ 
tent, pu't ofF till Wednelday the i6th inftant. 


CONTROVERTED ELECTION BILL. 

_ "■ ' 

The Bill to amend and explain, certain features, rdativeto ' 
trying the merits of petitions in cafes of controverted eie£fioii|, • 
went through a committee, and tlic blanks were filled up. 

I'hi report was received, and ordered to be printed^;i«nd 
taken'into ccmlidcratlbn that 'day fe’nnigbe. 


■--.‘•■‘i 'H1GH;'P«1CE'0P CORN.'-' , / 

Mrv'^ViB^^i«pqrted from‘the fple^' cbmihittee,, wbo weiTO. 
appointed to take mfcoxoirfidteraitiofrthc pf«ent high price of 


corn, 
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cwn, And to collaSi evidence relative thereto, and to report 
the nime from time to time, with their opihion thereupon^ to 
the Houfe; that the committee had further confidered the 
Biattei s to them referred, and had come to fevcral rciolutiom, 
etthich they had diiedled him to report to the Uouie; and he 
read the report in hts place, and afterwards delivered it in at 
the tabic, where the rclblutions of the cotninittee were read, 
fttid agreed to by the Huufe, and are as foiloweth, viz- 


*• Rliui ruttp 

** Thaej)%«ry tkulier fhould hi obligtd to Iceepa p-iir of fcdtles and welgbu In his 
9 ilU 

^ Ihnt the mfi edtors ippoifitrd hj in made In the 35m yen ot the iTign 
«f h(s prrfisnt Majrft), intitutled, *• An aft tor *-He more eifeftnal} rcvcol on o* the 
** ufit of d e fe ftttr wcight^^ and oi talfe *ind lal lalanceV fhould hi\e 
power of examining ur ght^ and CcaUs ufetlb> mil torfri7eaUfu,.ha.> (hall be 

Ibund Jescftnt, ind that all miflcr*' making u(r therrol flitll be liable to tli fame 
pcoalt e5 S5 are h) the Lud aft on perloiis ul^ng tahi weights and fcales 

^ That e«eiy j erfon vvho ihsU bung corn to a mtli to be gmtsnd ftall be en» 

tided to ha\e tlic f^ntL Weighed m hi& ptcfcnctf^ and to havt the produce thereof 
vetghid before he takt^ it awa)* 

** That il is expedient Uiat millen Aould^ if xtou rri^ br obliged to return hU 
die prodnee ol the co't brought to be grouird (with the deduftioa of the tolU m 
cafes where toll sa taken) io as to make up an c<}iul weight w»tb Che gram brouglU^ 
excej t fuch dim nutWn thereof as foall be cKcafkincd b) watlc lagitndmg* 

** That miilerh Aould tie obliged, 10 cafo they drefo the cota brough*' to thm, 
to return m like maftnerp tf required, all thr ivroduce of the com brought to bt 
ground md drelTed wah the deduftioa ol the tfiU, tn cales where t dl t t.keii> To 
a» to snike uo an equal weight with the grain brought, vtcvpt fui.li daffiuhtxtteo 
thereof at ihall be oceaAoned bv waAc In dreiling as wtU as in grindbig. 

** That It IS expedient th It no rmlirt AkMdd be allowed to demand any toM 10 
Idod for gnndmg coin, but fooulu be obliged to reruve, in lieu theieof, a payme*ti 
in money, exc^t m cafcA where thr peculiar rights of milk have been, or may 
be., eilablifoeJ by law. 

Thai eaery imHer, except v nbove excepted, Aouid br obliged to fet op, in 
a confpicttom part of hk mill, anti renew, wheji nereftary, a diiUn^ and legible 
tablf of the pnm in mmuy for wh&ch theieventl opeixtiods of hii mill am to 
be ppidbraird 

That tadten any perfoir fbaH btkig Com to a miller tu be gmmd, ani Aall 
M bire njoAryio pay for gTiftdhigthe Eune, fuChmiQrr iniy, v^iihthc contet 
of rht peiton br ngmg the fame, rake Idcli quant«t> of the corn fo 10 Lr gr ^«adl 


m Axtl he equal vobd ^ ihu amney he may demand f;tt gnadintg the fame* 

H That k 1% i*x wditat to g've p-»w«r to tnai^ratm fo eaepadk A /pouMkry 


ittbCiidlum 


for enforcing the bture menuuned cej^tiooa* 


4 j* ^ 






Oaoatgn^ 
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** Okpjrtd, 

** That a Bill Lc brought in upon the faid rrfolutlons i and tlut Mr, Rid'^ 
wind bir Francis BaHct do prepare^ and brhig in, the fume. 

PEWTER POTf;. 

Mr. Fox moved, that the order, made upon the 26th day 
of February laft, “ I’hat leave be given to bring in a Bill to 
“ prevent the fecreting, purloining pewter pots, and other 
“ veflels, belonging to perfons retailing malt or other liquors, 

within the limits to be therein mentioned,” might be read. 
And the fame being read accordingly ; it was moved and or¬ 
dered that the faid order be difeharged. 

Leave was then, upon motion, given to bring in a Bill to 
prevent the fccrcting, purloining, or deftroying, of pewter 
pots, or other veflels, belonging to perfons retailing mdt 
liquor, within the limits therein mentioned, which Bill v;as 
brought in and rc?d a firlttimc. 

mulmn’s divorce. 

Ceunfel was heard, and evidence examined, in fipport of 
ibis ij;!i, which went through a committee. 

WARWICK AND 15RAUNSTON CANAL BILL. 

A converf.ition arofo upon the feennd reading of rhe.B'i!, 
between 'Joddrcll^ Mr. PaM.y',aad Mr. HanHrii Brou h-^ 
alter which the Houfc divided, 

- - 28 

Kociy - - j 7 

Mojortt)\ r f 

The other orders of the day were then difpofl-d of, ar,-.; tn? 
Houfe ndjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

ThUKSDAY, March TO. 

Lord IFalfingham^ chairman ot tiie ''ommittce ou the Bill 
to enable Lord Temple, fon to the A'laupus of Buckingham, 
and r^ady Eliza Brydges, to execute marriage fcttierneiit.s, 
they being minor-, brought up, the report. His iordfhip faid, 
that though by the g4th order of the Houfe, it was nccciTary 
that the parents or guardians of the parlies flioui'd iirtend per- 
fonally before the committee to give their afl'er:. i 1 e order 
had been complied w'irh by all, except Mr. Juftice Buller, 
who was abfent upon the circuit; be £hou1d theicfore move 
that the order be difpcn'cd with. 

VoL, ill. 1796. Z z 


Lcrd 
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- 'LotitTburlm oppofcd the,motion as irregular, it being nc- 
CB&r3r<o give two ^ys notiof, Wore a ftanding ortict rari be 
moved to be difpenfied with. Hisferdfbip laid, that the ftaiid- 
ing orders of the Houfe ought to, be held facredj Once they 
,iwere not framed on light grounds or. to.fuit a particular cafe, 
but upon principles of general expediency and prudence; If 
the flanding order in <iuelIion was difpenfcd with upon this 
occalion, it might upon any other; and then to W'hat u& 
was it CO have a {landing order on their journals? In this 
cafe be thought ;t wholly unneceiTary as well as highly innpro- 
,.pcr,a8-Mr. Jufticc Buljer would not be long upon the circuit. 

The £, 3 rJ Cbaufcllsr, Lord IValJinghom, the Earl oj Caer- 
nar^oHy and the Marquis of Bifckingham, fpoke {hortly in 
fupport of the motion, and Lord ’j^iurlow infinuated a defign 
to move that the {landing order be taken into confidcration, 
and the lords Aimmoned. 

' At length the hr ft motion was withdrawn, and the Bill was 
. ordered to be engroiTed. Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

V I 

Thursday, March lo. 

Thornton Inclofure, Muliin’s Divorce, Dunchurch Roads, 
\ armouth Roads, the Macclesiield Inclofure Bills, and the 
' Evpiring'Laws Bill, were read a third time and palled. Alio 
the Militia Pay Bill. 

Sir Watkin Lewes brought up a Bill for the repeal of the 
a^s paifed within the bft feftton, relative to the ntiliti^ of the 
cityof London, and fubftituting other provtitons and regu- 
.lations in the room of thofc contained in the faid a£l:s. 'Lht 
Bill WfS read a hrll time, and ordered to be read a lecond 
• time on Monday next. 

Mr. H. Major brought up a Bill for allowing colts to pro- 
’ iecutors and witneftes at the diferetion of the court, in cafes 
of -tniidsmeanor, as in cafes of felony. The Bill was read a 
£ril time. 

FINANCIAt STATE OF THE NATION. 

^ f ' 

Mr. Grey rofe, in conformity to his notice, to caJI the attcti- 
!'tion of the Houfe totheftate of the nation, and faid however 
i^fferencesof opinion had prevailed in Europe,.nod decided 
,trtj*n^winds in various ways on this war, and on the juftice of 
i;^tbse*t:aufe in which w.e, in alliance with otherSj, were engaged; 

thCiptrociplc^ which were allcdged to be, the rouuda,tion cf 
a variety of opinions it was^undeiilabre, been 
; - - ^ ‘ 'entertain- 
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entertained upon the fubje^. Be that it might, and be 
the opinion of the war on our part what it would! it- muft be 
acknowledged on all hands,* in whatever v«w it was taken,' 
that the fituation of this country was a fubjedt of the firft im¬ 
portance. Our fituation was fuch^j^ the moft fanguine could 
not look at with confidence of leciiritjt. We were in-a fitua- 
tion which was likely Toon to lead US to life Or death. Next 
to that pruVidcncc in whofe hands were all life and death j the 
care, the vigilance, the firmneT>, the patriotifm, and integrity, 
or the rcmifliief^ negicift, and corruption of ihofe whom tte 
people havechnlen as the guardians of their liberties and the. 
ftewards of their fortune, would tend to decide the fate of the 
country. In that filuatioo, and under ih^ impreifion, it was, 
that he called upon the Houfe for the dilcharge of that duty 
which the conftitution had vefted in them, and which they, 
coul',1 not omit to perform without a breach of the trull: they 
held. He therefore muft folicit their atiention to what he 
fhould have the honour to lay before them, as circumftances, 
in his opinion, deferiptive of thefhiteof this nation. 

Jn entering into this important fubject, a fubjedi fo much 
beyond his abilities to do juftice to, in its fullefi: extent, he 
felt confidcrable dilcouragemcnt in refcriing to his experience 
of the conduL^i of the minifter, and the majority of that Houfc, 
for the l.ilt three Idfions of .parliament. Nor was he at all 
relieved inlookir.g around him that day, as he peceived but a 
thin attendance, and fc.iicd that many members of parliament 
did not think it worth their while to leave their dinners in 
order to look into the fituation of their country. Under thefe 
difeouragements he could not fay that his hopes of fuccefs were 
fanguine; but, as he felt his duty to be important, and fuch 
as he could not in honour forego, he muff endeavour to dif- 
charge it. A right honourable friend of his had lafl vear made 
a motion for a committee to inquire into the ffate of die nation. 
He was imprcfl'cd at that time with the danger with which this 
country was threatened. He took as he was well qualified to 
take, a general view of the fituation, and of all the circum- 
ftances of this country. He entered into the principle, and 
examined the condudt of the war. He went into an inveifi- 
gaion of all our concerns foreign and domdfic. He entered 
alfo into a comprehenfive view of the fituation of * ©ur 
enemies, and rook a large view of all ihefe fubjefls. iHe 
was well qualified to do fo. Humbler, Mr. Grey feid, 
{liOuld be his efforts, as humUsr were his abilities; hefhould 
therefore be fatisfied to call to the recoHe£tion bf ^ the-'Houfc 
fomc of the genera! argomems of his right honouf^^ friend, 

and 
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»nd to t^e for himfelf » narr0virer, part in the difcuffion.of the 
fubj^. Should he fucceed in the motion which he 4n^nded 
to h^mit that night, he (hould hereafter have other topics to 
hrtng forward, and more particularly than all, the circum- 
&nces of the expedition tP the Weft lilies, notice of the 
‘ difculHon of which had beeh already given by an. honourable 
friend of his (Mr. Sheridan) a notice which he hoped he would 
not forget to attend to. 

-The floufe of Commons are in a peculiar manner the guar- 
dilns of the public purfe, jind fullaining this conftitutional 
ebarad^r, it is a duty immediately incumbent on them to 
yvatch carefully the expenditure of (he public money, and to 
attend tq the refources of the country. One thing which re¬ 
garded that Houfe, and on which he expected an acknowledg¬ 
ment from all fidcs; whatever might be their opinion of the 
Caufe of our prefent Atuation; that (ituation itfelfitwas im¬ 
portant to know. Another acknowledgment which he ex- 
jpe£ted was this, whether this country js to continue, the war, 
which, in his opinion, was an event mclaucholy beyond ex¬ 
ample, or were to look for an event which muft be to all 
good men defir. ble, a fpeedy pcaccj it was extremely ncccf- 
fary for us to know the extent of our refourcesj when we 
looked at our diftrefies, and all the calamitous circumftances 
with which we were furrounded, no man could thuik of deny¬ 
ing the neceffity of our being well acquainted with our fitu- 
■ 'etion. Without the ftridleft and the moft rigid occonomy 
■we could not go on, even fijppofing the great blefting of 
peace to be arrived. "NVe could not go on at a rate of expence 
of eighteen millions, year after year, without great exertions, 
and without the ftrii£left attention to our finance. When he 
talked of peace it was necefiary he ihould add, that whenever 
peace be made it fiiculd be made fo as to remove, as much as 
poiTible, all grounds of jealoufyi without attention to that ob- 
jefi, we could not even, upon a conclufionof a peace, be faid 
tobe in a ftate of fafety; while minifiers of ftaic had the frail¬ 
ties of men about them, we could not cxpecl perfection in 
their condu«^f, an]^ more than in the conduct of other human 
hdngs. Still kfs did he cxpecl it from his Majefty’s prefent 
‘ minifiers. Thofc minifiers ha^ already dcclarcci their willing- 
nefs to'treat on fuitablc terms, with the prefent government of 
France, and he trufied that -minifiers would never. obJe(fi to 
irreat with France on juft and reafonable terms; be would add, 
that he hoped we fiiould be able to treat with the French repub¬ 
lic': ^ut in treating we fhould recollecl that in all probability, 
^he French government will pay in future great attention to 
/ . the 
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the impw'eiiicnt of her rtarihe. This ht ihendoncd. 
tb‘cx|)fefs th6 ftrhne: fenfe which he entertained of the jiecirfli^y 
ofOof’pTov'iding, if poffible, agaiilft the futnrefJtoWth of jealoujy 
between powers. In looking to the reft of Europe, there w^s 
in the north an aflive, increafing and ambitious potentate, 
(Ruflia) whrtfc views of naval aggrandizement were apparent, 
and who only, it was obvious, had entered into the w^ to 
raife herfelfby the great depreffion of other powers. • 'I^alt, 
therefore, would be an additional call upon us to keep up aqd^ 
increafe our naval ftrengtb, and by no means a call uowortly^ 
of confideration. Without going, however, into tfie generu 
policy of Kufope‘( which could not be well admitted in a debate 
likcihis,) he Ihould take a fliort view of the ftate of the 
navy, the army, and the ordna.nce, and other fuljc£is, as 
they were ctmricftcd with the circumftanccs of this country 
with regard to its finance. Having then preanited thus much 
generally, hefliouTd now proceed to the particular objeS of 
his prefem motion. Wc were now in the fourth year, aii^ 
hadfome knowledge of the expence of three years of the prcr 
fcnt war. In taking the eftimates for thefe three year*, fet- 
titig the fourth out of the account, we had ad.ded feventy fevci^ 
millions to the capital of our funded debt. In order to provide 
for theintereft oi this fum, new taxes muft b" impofed, to the 
amount of 2,600,000!. He was nor at picfent fpcaking of 
tbe unfunded debt; of that he fhould have fomc words to fay 
hereafter. He was flat'ng a plain, funpie, intcHigible fa£t, 
when he faid we had added feventv-feven millions to out debt. 
When the Houfe compared this w.ar, with the war of fifty-fix, 
he trufted they would fee it called upon them, and' that they 
would find it would be a duly 10 examine into this expeiicC, 
and to (ce whether foino of it had not been improperly incurred. 
However, before he proceeded further upon this fubjeil, he 
thought it was neceflary for him to claim fome allowance and 
indulgence with regard to himlelf. He had not been able to 
make himfcit completely acquainted with every part of the 
fubjert, and therefore, if he feli into millakcs, always pro^i? 
tefting agrtinlt all intention of mif-lfatiug, he hoped lhcHoi;& 
would overlook it. Perhaps he fliould lie under the necclfiW 
of addrelling the Houfe again in reply op in cxplanatioii. 
Having laid in this ground for accidental inadvertency 
error, and claimed'the indulgence of the Houfe to allow.hip) 
to explain, if neceflary, Mr. Grey proceeded to ft.itc tli^ 
various ium.s, of which the accumulated debt of feventy>^<"v^a 
millions war. compofed, as they Pood in the fhree jJrr 
and four per tents. Sec. which in all amouiited to the'fum he 

■ had 



WOODFALL'S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. [Commowi. 

bad already ftated. He faid that this debt, when compared witli 
the fcrvice performed while it was accumulating, was offuch 
enormous magnitude as to demand the fcrupulous inveftigation 
erf chat Houfe. The war was certainly calamitous beyond ex^- 
ample, it was alfo extenfive to an extreme degree, when, how¬ 
ever, he compared it with former wars, he muil confers he was 
unable to find a juft caufe for this vaft cxpencc. If we looked 
at the war of King William, this in extent or importance 
, could not be equal to thar. He knew there were fome ready 
to declare, that in point of importance the prefent was equal 
to. that to which he had juft alluded. What were we contend- 
it^ for ftien ? Had we not then our religion and conftitution 
at ftake, and was not the fphere of operation as wide as the 
energies of the country could make it. Our all was, there¬ 
fore, equally in peril then ns at prefent, and our exertions to 
jjrelcrveit were equally varied and extenfive. When life is 
at ftake, the natural inftinct of felf-defence calls forth every 
power, and it matters not whether exiftence is endangered 
by means more or lefs cruel. Hence how futile the objedfion 
cf thofe who faid, that if, in William’s time, our religion and 
conftitution had been deftroyed, we fhould have had lefs to 
fear, from wdiat would have been eftablifhed than what we 
ihoulJ in cafe of fuch a calamity at prefent. In both cafes 
the political and religious eftablithmciiis are equally dear and 
equally in danger. The principles and objccls of hoih wars 
xre bmilar, and the held of operations as exteiiilve, and the ex*- 
ertions as great. 

. To come, however, to verj'recent times, let us compare, 
for inftance, the expcnces of the prefent war with thole of the 
American war, when wc were obliged to keep up, or rather 
f^.tbe ill advice and bad policy of his Majefty’s then advifers, 
iwc did keep up a very large army j let us compare the ex¬ 
pence of that war with the prefent, and we fhould fnd there 
was nothittg whatever to juftify the prefent enunnous pro- 
rfufton. It would appear that the prcicnt war was beyond tlte 
American war in cxpeiice to a degree that might, perhaps, 
aftonifh the Houfe, moft of the members of which were ac- 
qt»intcd, in fome degree, with the profufion that then pre¬ 
vailed. Wc were in that war nearly matched with all Europe, 
b^tde the vail and diftant continent of America. In the lat¬ 
ter place, we had an army of 40,000 men, at the fame time 
wc iuj^rted a vigorous war in the Eaft and Weft Indies, and 
Gibraltar braved the united forces of France and Spain ; 
j^rct in fix years of fuch a war, condudkd with acknowledged 
prodigality and lat'ilh profufton, wc only incurred a debt of 
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fixcy-thrce millions. We have in this exceeded that war of 
recorded profuiion and acknowledged prodigality, by fotirteea 
millions, for we had added to the capital ofioar debt fevehtyi- 
feven millions. He knew he ftiould be told that great eje- 
pence muft necelTarily follow fuch a war as this. He admits 
ted it. But then he muft contend that fuch expence called 
upon the Houfe of Commons to examine it, to compare its 
amount with the ferviccs performed in it, and to compare both 
the fervice and amount of debt with thofe of former wars. In 
doing this he ihould like the Houfe to enquire into the amount 
of the grants of parliament from time to time, and to enquire 
Avhat fums had iieen expended from time to time, over and 
above fuch grants. He fhould take a view of thefc fubjecSis, 
in ftating whid^he was aware he was liable to error, but he 
muft proteft agam againft any intention to mis-ftate f^s. 

For the laft three years, therefore, fpeaking in round numbers 
to avoid confufion, he (hould ftate that there was incurred for 
the navy ^/ieen miZ/ions., i7vo /jiiiiJycJ theufand pounds \ lor the 
army jeventeen millions^ ft. hundred thoufand pounds \ for tits 
ordnance two mililons, fix hundred thoufand pounds \ in all, 
about thirty-five millions., four hundred thoufiandpounds. Thefc" 
were all fums voted upon eftiniate j the real expence was 
much greater. This fum was fo infinitely greater than any 
that had been voted for the different ferviccs during the fame 
period in any former war, that he could not help calling the 
attention of the Houfe to it in particular. After the Hopfe 
bad granted to the Minifter every thing he afked, they would 
perhaps be aftonilhed when thev found that, in addition to 
this, enoimous fums of money had been expended without 
eftimate, without notice, and without the confent of prrlia* 
ment. The firft article which called for the attention of the 
Houfe was that of the navy, and he wifhed to remind them of 
the principle which the minifter avowed long ago, with regard, 
to the navy debt. The right honourable gentleman was mi.- 
nifter in the year eighty-two, and in that charafter muft be 
deemed the King’s advifer, and therefore refponfible to thax 
Houfe for the tenor of the King’s fpeech at that time. In 
eighty-two the fpeech from the throrK; conveyed to parliamft»|t< 
certain fentiojents upon the navy debt, in which his Majeftyi, 
after taking notice of the great increafe of public debt during 
the war, ftates to parliament his defire, that an cftabliflixdent 
fhouid be made with regard to futu.x- dvfar, which.(hall int- 
provc the mode of payment, and recommends to their aiteft- 
tion the ftate of the debt of the navy and ordnance j the diP- 

count 
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covmt upon navy bills having proved that the nieafures which 
-had be^n formerly adopted were ruinous expedients. Having 
-read the pallage of the King's.fpeech, which related to this 
part of the I'ubjeit, Mr. Grey obierved, that this fpeech niuft 
Certainly be taken to convey the fentiments which the minifter 
-then entertained upon this fubjedt. Indeed, he had himfelf 
confirmed it in eighty-threc: for when he alked for a loan of 
four milliops, five hundred thouland pounds, he faid he had 
made ample provifion for an extenfive fcale of cxpcnce. He 
inade a pledge to the Houfe, at the beginning of the war, 
that as tar as he was able he would keep down that which 
•was ufually called the extraordinary of the navy, and that he 
would prevent the accumulation of unfund^ debt as it had 
been fuffered to accumulate in former war?. ’He wilhed this 
fuhjedf, therefore, to be fairly difcufied between the miniftcr 
and himfelf. How ftooJ the cafe ? Having received an efti- 
ihate beyond all the liberality and even the profufton of for¬ 
mer parliaments, having carried extraordinary expences fur¬ 
ther than ever had been known in the fame length of time in 
any former war in our hillory, the fum expended beyond the 
edimate was enormous. In making theie obfervations, he 
repeated his declaration, that he was by no means confident 
he ihould be quite accurate, but be fhould ftate them as they 
appeared to him. Hy the account upon the tabic the navy 
debt was dated to be ten millions, feven hundred and eighty- 
tight thoufand pounds; to this mud be added other turns, 
zad it would appear that the cxccfs of expenditure beyond tho 
votes would amount to thirteen millions, feven hundred 
iboufand pound?. This be would fay was fo extravagant, 
and lb much beyond all example, as to call for the iminedi- 
afeattci’tion of that Houle. No man felt greater pride than 
he did in thinking of the fuperiority of our navy, ■ When, 
however, he comj)arcd the force of that navy with the force 
erf the enemy it had to contend with, he mud lay that the 
fom expended upon that article, valuable as it was, was ex- 
iravagant beyond all example. When wc had met the enemy 
atfeo, he was proud to fay, nur fuperiotity had been decided, 
hat if wc looked at the general diftribution of our ilrength, 
we h-ad no reafon to be fatisfied. We had not recei\ cd that 
adviKitagc which might h.ave been expected, nor had cur tiaJe 
jU any period, or in any war, been fo ill piotcdcd. 

An enquiry upon the fubjciSl had been moved in that Hunlc, 
which the right honourable gcnlieman had lefilted, i)ut it had 
cocipcllcd him to make certain change? and amngement'' in 
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that department ♦, 'and he was glad to hear th^^, Tmee tteofe, 
^angements, thei€ had beiih lefs reafoii for cbmpdaint in t^at 
department. He could no^ however, help,comparing what 
had been dope by our maritime power in the prefent war, 
with otir naval exertions in the Aiherican war, when, we had. fo., 
many enemies to contend with, and thofe much more 
ful in that rcfpcdl than our prefent enemy. We Iho^ 
that the Brltilh trade had been much moreful^e^l to j^preda-. 
tion in the prefent conteft than in any other, al^ough a » 

fum of money had been voted for the navy in mis war ,than , 
any former war. With regard to the army we were not in 
better fituation. All the extriiordinary expence for the army 
above the eftimatc exceeded nine millions, and the vote of 
credit befides was more than double that of any former,period. 

In elucidation of this part of his fubjedl, Mr. Grey entered 
into various calculations, and maintained, that the whole fum,,^ 
expended under this head, not fpecifially voted for that put-,,, 
pofe, amounted in reality to upwards of fourteen millions,.; 
and over which, fpeaking upon principle, parliament Had nb,, 
controul, for the items had not been previoufly fulimitttd t<i , 

parliament. _ . , 

He then proceeded to fcew that this fyftera, although never 
carried to any thing like this extent, had been fsverily .regrp* 
bated in the adminiftration of Lord North. He had anpth^.. 
authority for reprobating this fyftem j it had beph exprefsly 
reprobated in the report of a committee of thaf .Houfe. iii „ 
cighty-two,.of which committee Lord Camelfofd was chair-, 
man, and the prefent Chancellor of the. Exchequer hlmfelf 
a member. Notwithftandiug, however, the right honoupblei. 
gentleman had reprobated that fyHem then, he had fince afied 
upon it to an extent beyond all profligacy in an)’ former tm- 
muiiftiation. He bad hitherto compared the minrfter’s fyftem 
only with the adminiftration of Lord North | he maft now. 
refer back to former wars, and although the. expence qf waf . 
muft be encreafed in proportion as alt the articles conAiined.. 
in it are advanced in price, yet he believed no advance he^,.,; 
taken place in any articles which could j^ify the immenifi^.^^ 
difterence between the expenditure of this *d all fo.rmer wars«,,.. 
To recur to the time of King William and Queen Annp' 
would aftbrd fome means of judging of the difterence.- .In 
the War of. King William, which lafted nine years, fllte 
whole amount was one million, two hundred tbouiaiid, 

* .AHudtog to the appointment of £«ri Spenler to the prefidency of the A^«. 
in'iralty Board| as fucce^r of the Carl of Chatham appointed Lord Pilvy Seal- 
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pounds. Queen Aane's war, wbich lafted eleven years, was 
two millions. King William and Qnecn Anne’s wars united 
did not amount to one half .even of the exO'aordinaries of the 
, prefent year. Some, perhaps, might fay that the increafe of 
wars, in point of expenc^, bad arifen from the introdudfion 
< of a number of abufes which could not at prefent be re¬ 
medied. There was, indeed, too much rcafon for feeling 
and admiting the force of that obfervation. in King Wil¬ 
liam's reign, however, were there no complaints of extrava¬ 
gance? Certainly there were: the Houfe of Commons of 
that time, was much more attentive to its duty, and minifters 
lefs negligent of theirs, Icfs profligate in fquandering the pub¬ 
lic money than at prefent. Certainly, however, at that time, 
complaints Were brought forward againft the Duke of 
Marlborough, of whom it was faid he was fparing of neither 
men nor money, although he had been viaorious over the 
Trench, and had gained immortal honour to the Britifh 
name in the battles of Ramilies and Blenheim, and al- 
.. though w'e had fo much reafbn to rejoice at our taking Gib¬ 
raltar. The jealoufy of the Houfe of Commons was extend¬ 
ed to the conduA of our public affairs in thofe times, trifling 
as the expence was, compared with that of the prefent, fo 
trifl^ing that the difference between them was at lead forty to 
one. And what had we to comfort us in this immenfe expence 
of our army ? Not even a Angle vidlory. Nor was it quite 
fair fair to inlift on the difference of the tibies, in many re- 
ipe^s the expcnce was the fame at prefent as it was then. 
'I’bc equipage was the fame in expence ; it was true, indeed, 
that other articles had been introduced into the expence, but 
it was true alfo, that they never ought to have bun intro¬ 
duced. He fhould have been glad to have feen fomething in 
return for this enormous expenditure j he could wifh to fee 
men who exceeded in talents and abilities, as they did in ex¬ 
travagance, their predeceffors, zSt in a manner correfpondent 
to thofefuperior talents and abilities; he law nothing, how- 
ever, but the .fhifting tricks of petty and coittradfed minds. 
,Tbc amcrican w^ was once fuppofed to be the achme oTpro- 
fufions beyond w^h it was impoflfible to go. Thofe who re¬ 
garded it fuhad but little in them of the prophetic. He would 
not make comparifons between this war and that of the 
American, becaufe it was hardly fair to conAdec that war in 
coipparifon with this before the French joined in it. He 

S iild take it, therefore, for the years feventy-eight, feventy- 
le, and eighty. The whole extraordinaries of the vote of 
credit in that war for thefe three years, did not amount within 
diree inilAons, two hundred thoufand pounds of the prefent. 

When 
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With this imnaenfe disproportion of extraordinary expehce, 
and after the expence of that war had been condemned by a 
■ committee of that Houfe, was it, or was it not, he defired to 
know, proper for that Houfe to enquire into the caufe of fuch 
immenfe difproportion? But to compare the ferviccs of this 
country in the two wars:—In the American war we had an 
army of 40,000 men adling oflfenfively. We adled vigorously 
in the Well Indies. Our fuccefs againSl the united force of 
France and Spain at Gibraltar was brilliant. The laft year, in 
this waf, what had we done ? Where were the viflories of our 
armies ? What were the ferviccs performed ? Did we do any 
thing that was worth recording? We had an army on the con-* 
tinent, which came home without doing any thing. We had 
an expedition to ISle Dieu and to Qujberon. As to the Weft 
Indies, had we an army to aft on the oSFenfive there ? They 
were not only not fo, but to a certain extent unable to preserve 
themfelvcs. He would fay, therefore, that the extravagance 
of the laft year in this war was fo great; the eSIeft or it fo 
difaftrr)us to us; the weaknefs of the councils condufting it fo 
manifeft; that if the HouSe of Commons refufed to go into an 
enquiry upon it, they would do neither more nor lefs than fur- 
render entirely to the Minifter the power fpeciftly veiled in 
them by the conftitution for the benefit of the people, which, 
in eSTeft, would amount to faying, that they fanftioned all 
abuSes, and would never inquire into the expenditure of pub¬ 
lic money, however pregnant with fufpicion, and alarming to 
their jealouSy,' the circumftances of that expenditure might 
appear. 

The next point to be considered, Mr. Grey faid, was that of 
the Qrdnanc^, in which there was, as we had been told, great 
reform and reduftion in point of expence. For this head of 
fervice, 2,6qS,ooo1. was voted on eftimate; and it appears from 
the accounts, the extraordinaries amount to 2,964,000!. a fum 
aftually exceeding the eSlimate which was offered, and this too 
in a branch of fervice, the expeaces of which the Chancdlor 
of the Exchequer promifed to keep as low as poSlible. To this 
deficiency, the fame observations which were made upon the 
army and navy would apply with equal propriety. This mode 
of increafing public expenditure was unconSlitutionSl^ con¬ 
demned by Parliament, recommended in the King’s Speech to 
be altered, and condemned by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
himfelf, by his promifes repeatedly made in that Houfe, that he 
would never give way to fuch a Syftem; and yet we found this 
fyftem, fo reproached and condemned, increafing every year 
under the direftion of this very Minifter. He recapitulated tbe 
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films that he had mentioned^ arid, defircd. the Koufe to take 
them altogether, the total of which expended without th^ 
coi|jent, confpquently without the conttoul, of Parliament, 
amounted to thirty one tniUioASy two hundred an4 eighty thou- 
fund pounds. All this extraordinary and enormous fum, which, 
with the fun>s voted by Parliament, amounted to fixty-fix inil- 
Ihns., eight hundred thoufand pounds., funded in the three and 
fouj: per cents, fpetit in three years of the prcfeiit war, in which, 
little could be found hut continued difcomilture, defeat, and 
difgrace !! Let the right honourable gentleman therefore fay 
wt»t he pleafed, he would aver, that if that Houfe fiifFered the 
people of England thus to be drained of. their treafure with¬ 
out inquiry, they would rob and plunder the people of England; 
He had no doubt, however, that the right honourable gentle¬ 
man might remind him of an event on which hi;; .perf(mal feel¬ 
ings were intefefied, and.afk him if he could forget what had 
been done in the Weft Indies? No, he certainly coiild not,for¬ 
get it; on the contrary, he was.proud of it; but this was a topic 
on which he (bould rather any body elfe fliould fpcak than 
himfelf. After acknowledging.the importance of that.fervice, 
he was forry to fee u-hat followed it.; and, .on .a^comparative 
view of thp fituarion in which we ftand at prefect, he was 
forry tjideed to fay, it did not improve out prjolpei^ in the. ptc- 
fent war. 

He fatd, he had ftated in .round fums the. money voted, as 
alfo the money expended beyond the eftimate, as a ground mj 
which he thought.tbe Houfe oughx to inquire ipto the whole 
fubjeef. If he were to leave it here, he might, he conceived, 
be entitled to.fubmit, that he. had .laid before .them a fuificiciit 


claim for inquiry in that Houfe. He did.npt;, however, mean 
toftophere; in addition to the .uncpnfittutional practices of 
raifihg money without, the conlent ofParliameq^ by going 
beyond’ the eftimate in expeoces, and applying .money topur- 
pofes different from thofc which Parliament, were, made ac¬ 
quainted with, and in a manner .equally uofaiifftioned by that 
Houfe, there were other inftances of unconftitutional practices 
on the part of the Executive Government, in refiicdl to. ar.tii« 
clcs of the moft obje^ionable nature; and<a princrpal one^of 
thofe yvas the credtion of .barracks. Ife had.always,undeiftood 
it tO'be againft the principles and the pondudf of that. Houfe, 
to allow money to be raifed for public purpgfos, in. any way 
whatever, without the confent of Parbament. What made 


^ecl this moft, was the unconftitutional fyftem, of barjack- 
puing. It was alarming enough to raife money, for any pur- 
ie without the confeot of Parliament, but when that ptacr 
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tice was growing into a habit, and made ufe of as a mere 
pretence to invade the rights and privileges of the people, it 
was not only a breach of duty in a MinilFcr to incur fuch eX'- 
pence^ but a IHll greater breach of duty in that Houfe to fufFcr 
it* He would therefore fay again, that if that Houfe did not 
call the Minifter to account for his conduft with regard to 
thefe barracks, they would fcandaloufly betray their truft.—^ 
Since the year ninety, one million’^ one hundred thoufand pounds ^ 
had been expended in the erection of barracks: that was pretqir 
well for fuch a purpofe. Underftanding, however, that it 
not the whole expcncc on this fubjeft, he afked for the expenco 
MitenJed to be incurred ; in confequence of which, fomethihjg 
of an account to that effuift was laid before the Houfe, and he 
wilbed Co know whether a greater inlulc could be oft'ered to 
the tJoufe of Gotnmons, than that of calling on them for two 
hundred and twenty-feven thoufandi eight hundred and fifty 
pounds more, to bt advanced upon this fubjeft. In other times^ 
fie was fatisfied, fuch a requeft would have been deemed an 
infidt to a Britifh Houie of Commons. Upwards of one 
million three hundred thoufand pounds had been raifed wicb^ 
out the knowledge or confent of Parliament, to ereiSI barracks 
w this country- Firft, what batracks? Are they to be per¬ 
manent barracks? What fort of army are ye to have ? They 
will hold an army of 40,000 men. Is that to he your peace 
cftablifhment? Eighteen thoufand ufed to be the number in 
lime of peace, together with four thoufand from Ireland for 
your colonies abroad. The opinions fd the beft writers upoki 
our confiitution, were clcarlv againlt barracks altotrethcr-*^ 
Barracks indeed they were calledybut more properly called by 
Blackiione, “ ioland. foctrefles." Why did not the Minifter 
tell the people plainly for what purpofe thefe fortrefles for- forty 
thoufand men were really eredted i That fubjcdl cf itfelf dc^ 
niandcd an inquiry in that Houfe. It was not the expence 
alone which created the obiedlioi), it was the influence-which 
they might have, and which tney might be intended to htives 
aud the unconllitutional eHecI they might produce. He faid^ 
he was warranted in entertaining this fufpicion, when he cou> 
pled the barracks with certain exprcflions ufed in> that Houfe 
by a Cabinet Minifter,* fuch as “ vigour beyond the law,? 
and Various others of a very fingular and fome^hat alarming 
Jiature. He was warranted’in making the ftrongeft objodlions 
ill his power againft barracks, both in view of national acco*- 
nomy and nationaJ liberty. With regard to the expence^ the 
lyfteni of barracks was already equal in amount to half the 

Til? .Sccrecary ac War. 
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fevirtgs of Mr. Burke’s Bill. ^ Nor was the manner in which 
offices had been filled under that fyftcm entirely free from ob- 
je^lion. Barrack mafiers had been appointed, had received 
their falaries, been dilcontinued, appointed to other offices 
before they had performed any duty : they were ftated fome of 
them to. have been active, and to have difeontinued. In what 
did therr aflivity confift ? Perhaps in preparing for a general 
election. There was a ftriking inftance of abufein govern¬ 
ment under this head of public fervice. A barrack had been 

S rojedled at Lincoln, and a mafier appointed to it. He de- 
red to know whether any thing had been done to prepare 
the building ? The ground for it was not even yet marked 
€Kit. The gentleman appointed to this office was a Mr. Pear- 
a fadler or dancing mafter, he knew not which, and he 
continued to receive his falary of 200I. for two years, and 
then it wa^ Rated that he was entitled to a compenfation, and 
confequently had an appointment in the Port Office. Previous 
to the inftance in quefrion, he owned, he had never heard 
that any man was entitled to a compenfation for receiving 
money for two years for doing nothing. 

The conduct of government in'the prefent war in the de¬ 
partment of the navy, and more particularly under the tranf- 
port fervice, next came under Mr. Grey's obfervation, and 
be maintained that the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s profef- 
fionof oeconomy had, as ufual, been deferted and fhamcfully 
abandoned, inrefpect to that impoitant branch of the public 
fervice. Controllers had been appointed to go through a cer» 
tain part or the fatigues of o.*ficc. A new board W'as infticuted 
for tfiis purpofe. This had ucen ftated by an honourable friend 
of his as an inftance ot profufion. His right honourable 
friend anfwcicd that no additional expence would be in¬ 
cun ed on the public, as the commlffioncrs would be taken 
from the navy. He had heard, however, that four cemmif- 
fioners more were added, and now he believed there were five 
jcommiffioners in all, at a falary of one thoufand pounds 
finnutn each. ^ He thought it right to ftatc this to the Houfe 
as it appeared to have fome bearing on the fubje<R immediately 
■before them. The de bt of the navy, on account of the tranf- 
port fervice, was two millions nine hundred and thirty-three 
thoufand pounds. 1 his was ftated by icfelf, and an article for 
jr rnii'^eUaneousVci vices ordered by the Lords of thcTreafury; 
tbcic was at the fame time a nzta bene at the fi-ot of the ac- 
jC0U4it, and then fullovvod a fum of two millions four hundred 
forty-four thoufand i^ junds. This expence was enormous, 
^ even when compured with the prodigality in the American 
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war. Under Lord North’s adminiftration, it was tboug^it 
an extravagant eflimate for building feventy fhips of tbejiniu 
Our trade in general had been ❖ery ill protedled, notwithftand* 
ing thefe enormous charges. Perfons had complained from 
time to time at the Admiralty ; they had been referred to theie 
boards, who had denied that the fault was their’s, ib that die 
complaints went about from oiiice to office, until it was dil^ 
covered by thofe who complained, that they could have no 
redrefs. An honourable friend of his had declared an inten¬ 
tion of bringing forward a motion in that Houfe on the Weft ' 
India expedition. He was glad of it, for when the queflion 
came to be inquired into, it would appear clearly thatculpabJe 
negleiS was attributable to (ome quarter under government. 
He had no objedtion to dating in general terms that Admiral 
Chriftian was deprived of the means of failing in the begin¬ 
ning of 0 ( 51 ober, for want of rcadinefs in the ordnance tranf- 
poris. He applied to the Secretary at War: he was referred 
to the Tranfport Office ; from thence he was refcired to an¬ 
other department. The wind, which all this while continued 
favourable, became luddenly the reverfe, and thus the expe¬ 
dition failed. He had heard that this Tranfport Board was 
intended to be done away by government, and ihat the de¬ 
partment of adminiilration, with tke execution of the dutiesof 
which it was cliaraed, was to be put upon its old cfbblifhment. 

The enormous amount of the Army Extraordinaries, of the 
Nary Debt, and Ordnance ExtraonJmaries, he had Rated for 
the confideraiion of the Houfe as reafons why he thought it 
neceflary to enquire into the Rate of the nation. He had Rated 
likewife the objeftionable and unconRitutional mode of con- 
du£fing the public bufinefs. Of proceeding on a fvRem that 
kept from the^blic eye the real Rate of public aRairs. He 
was arraigning'^in fome degree, and charging with mifeondu^t 
a miniRer who had only to act and it was given to him. A 
minifler, with a Houfe of Commons implicitly confiding 
in him the whole care of the prefent war.. That fuch a tnaa 
fo confided in and fo fupporced (hail have recourfe to the un- 
conRitutioiial way of raifing money he had adopted, appeared' 
indeed to be molt extraordinary. He had had votes of credit 
of more than double the amount of any former grant. Under 
fuch circumRances the Houfe Qught to be more careful, for 
the more they had granted him, in the expenditure of which 
they could fee nothing but failure, the more rigid fhouJd their 
examination now be, becaule the Id's the Houle of Commons 
were inclined to inquire the better of courfe would the mini¬ 
Rer be enabled to conceal his own faults. The Chancellor of 
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the£xc’,!»qucr bad, he obfervcd, oh a former night affigned a 
' 'A i'hour intending it, for going into the inquiry which 

ife ftkCrtiid ' e the honour to propolc; that the right honour- 
abkgetitis i-.mn had.admitted that the vote of credit of this 
year was to be confidered as applicable in common with other 
«>tes for I'pectfic purpofes to the current ferviecs of the year. 
Tbis was a miiapplication and violation of the very nature of 
a vote of credit, the puipofe of which was to fupply deficient 
cies in certain lervlces not provided for, and which had not 
been forefeen. I'his, therefore, he repeated it, was a mode of 
raiTing money entirely unknown to the conftitution of this 
country. There was however another objeftion which was 
jftill more forcible againft the ccnduJf of the miniiler in railing 
Btoney in the courie of the pi^efent war. It arole out of the 
contents of papers which Hated the amount of Arms of money 
advanced from time to time by the Bank, and outftanding. 
JMoney advanced to government by the Bank might un¬ 
doubtedly receive a parliamentary famflion ; it was neverthe- 
leB always to be remembered, that it was a mode of railing 
money which bad from time to time been limited by the juft 
and conftitutional jealoufy of parliament. When parliament 
lecognized'the eftablilhment of the Bank, they did fo upon 
public principles, and purely for the fake of public utdity. No 
maxim WAS better undj-rHood in that Houfe than this : “ That 
■no advance (hall be m^de to government by the Bank in an¬ 
ticipation of the revenue.”—'I'hc caution was good, it was 
wife^ it tended to prevent the overgrowing power of a mini- 
ifer, by furnilhing him with money without the knowledge 
and againft the confent of parliament. I'his was not a maxim 
merely, it was cxprelsly provided for by an acf of pailiament, 
and that for a double purpofe. I'irH, as he had already Hated, 
to prevent the miniHer from having a command of money 
Hriihout the confent of parliament, a point never to be 
trtHed with in this country ; fecondiy, that a fulKciency of 
mohev might always remain in the Bank, to anl'wer the 
^rpofes of thole commeicial delings for the lake of which the 
Bank was inHituted. 

No man had ever infringed thefe falutary provifionsfo much 
as die right honourable gentleman, and his pra<Hice bad been 
produdlive of great diHrefs to the commeft-ial part of the 
country. He ferioufly believed that this was tfiy great caule 
of the inabiUity of the Bank to aHlH (he comm^cial credit of 
this country, in their ufuiJmpiincr. 'jDi^.the, of Dccem- 
1792, they,were in advanfe to gj^ernhienk 
ffsjts fix hundred and fifty three thoujand ptijnds *'’and in, other 

accounts 
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accounts they were in advance ajfo upon two votes of credit. 
Certainly the money was hot advanced without the authority 
of parliament. The fums he had ftated were advanced on hills 
©f exchange from chc Treafury, authorized by a latekdf of 
parliament. This practice was never permitted before the 
fifth, or fixth of King William and Queen Mary, nor finre, 
until the late aft, for ihen it was enadled to the contrary of 
this pradUcc, as theprovifions of the ai^ {to which he referred) 
in illuftration of his argument clearly proved. To the 
.aftonifhment of the whole world, however, when a Bill .upon 
a vote of credit came to be pafled throu^ that Houfe, a claufe 
was fomehow or other furreptitioufly introduced, to do aw^ 
the elFedt of the cautious and falutary provifion of the a£fs cf 
King William and Queen Mary. It was managed in an 
under voice by Ibmebody from the Treafury, (which by the 
way ihould make the Houfe cautious how they fuBered etaufes 
to be introduced, had they known that the .effect of the claufe 
was to do away the force .of thefe ads, they (hould never 
have confented'to its introdudion. However, fo it was, and 
the money might now be raifed in defiance of that old ad of 
parliament.) This was a mode of raiftng money contrary 
to the principles of our conftitution, and in this way more 
money had been railed by the prefent minifter, than ever n^ 
been by any other minifter before him. 

Mr. Grey proceeded to ftate various fums of money which 
had been improperly raifed. Laft year, a loan of unufual 
magnitude was voteiL In the mouth of September the Chan¬ 
cellor of the Exchequer entered into a negotiation, which in 
uny mercantile houfe would have been confidered as an ad of 
bankruptcy; in the month of Odober he was obliged to meet 
parliament for a new loan; aod in the month of February 
following n vote of credit is demanded to pay ofF part of ar¬ 
rears. He maintained, that while the minifter contended 
there was only to be funded five millions of the navy debt, 
ten millions of it were adualty iloating, feven millions pf 
which ought at lead to have been then funded. The vote 
credit of two millions five hundred thoufand pounds, if it was 
applied already, as certainly it was, ought to be provided for. 
Intereft on Exchequer hilts, two hundred and fixty thoufand 
pounds } for the management of the Bank in the loan, three 
hundred and twenty-nine thoufand pounds. The ftoppageof 
the diftilleries could not be lefs than fix hundred tbouland 
pounds, tether with what was to be taken from grants foy 
the year ninety-fix, &c. .The whole would form a fum of 
fourteen million five hundred thoufand pound^ which was 
Vot. m. 1796. 3 B the 
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the leaft M>e could expefl of fervlce remaitiing to be provided 
^for. Thcfe things, "however ^thportaot as they wbre, were not 
fo i^terial as many, othef points whltb ‘would srf ife out of the 
ejdfroharion ’ofriie fubjeCl. There werc’dtlrer thihgs'very ma- 
teriatl'to be coirfldered by the Houfc o^'^'oijTfnrons'O^i die fub- 
Jeft. When they voted money, they natordlly expe£lfed it to 
be applied to the pthpofes for Which it was fpecSfically voted. 
Here the cafe was revirffed; money was'Voted and not applied 
to put*pofes 1 n ebntempfafion by parTiamenti niy, thepofitrvte 
■provifiohs of sm aA of parliament had been infringed upoh.-*- 
This ^frfrmed a' fermus charge ag^trffr thfe’Chancelior of the 
®tchei^tter.''Tht‘'difpoffrion paper did not give the Houfc fuch 
'in'account as they ctiuld depend upohl 7 he money, for in- 
■ftahd^'fOrthe paying and clothing themiUtia, which had been 
votc^^ and Which ought to have been rflued it Midfummer, 
Had not Jbecn .ifllred yet, hut was in^arrear at prefent. 
^hc army was alfo moft fliamefully in afrear.’' jMoney to an 
Cftot'mous amount had,been advanced by agents to govern- 
in'bxft.. tfe underftood, that ei^t thoufand pounds a year was 
paid tb one'agent oh account of money which he had advanced 
to gbvernm'irnti’he underflood ilfo tmt'money.was due to off- 
$£e'rs eh the ftaf^^and a'^^fcat part 'of'it was owing to them 
'ftt duty on 'the continent. Thefe arrears ou^ ro be enqured 
intbi as well as the caufii of them: the.ihtercft of their con- 
frituent^ dethandrd if/ ; 

ttivmg faid fhis, be would next tall the attention of thie 
what fnufrbe tfie'fituation of this country, even fup'- 
pip'fiiig us to be fbrtuhatc enough to obtain peace immediateiy'j 
vipOn 'tyluc^, after ehteriog into Various derails and’accurate 
cilpidil^hs, be maintained, that with our preient debt, the 
jni^ifeii^’bf whicli muft be provided for, with the annuhl millioh 
Iteb the fihieing fund,’bUr pcficc 'eftabi^mcnt could jiot pbffi- 

than two and twenty iniliions a year. That, our 
jpfw^'fh'come, allowing it In every brartth to anfwer its efH- 

not poifibly produce more than nineteen rnilltons 
•fivb^htiinm'ed thoufand pounds a year; that therefore, fuppbfing 
o*uy debtbpt to increafe another (hilling, we (hould liavc to 
’pfBvide'arthuaUy by taxes two millions five hundred tboufand 
pouD^ more than v/e pay klfcady. Let gcntlcnien refledi up^ 
this, and let them, if they could, refufe to inquire into the (tafe 
finances. It was an cafy thing to fay that thc^blfwas 
at'bur door yet, the wolf oiiifr, however, conie at laft. An 
iHid muft uievitably be to our rtfources. He bad alieady 
‘fiated, that our debt amounted to fuety^Daillions eight hundred 
‘id^Ufand 'pounds, funded in the Uitee aiid ifoiir per tentu and 

■ ‘ the 
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the remainder in long annuities, made up^ tte whole -of oufi 
funded debt &venty-feven millions added, to ouc forniei; 

To which was to be added twenty-two mtll^s floating^de)^ 
He. entreated the Houfc to look at the preiTurie whiehtwa^ 
this time felt by their conftituents, and the fjtiil greater preflurq 
which they unavoidably mull; feel. In ifp^ing according 
the principles of which that Houfe was formed, he knew he. 
could not readily make any diflIn£lio|i| between its inembersit 
Speaking however in the obvious Aylc of qommon fenfe, there 
were fome who expreifed, and,, if; true to thsii; declarations^ 
were right in expreiSng a degree of independence which woulA. 
not fuffer them, to be the to^s of aay miniH-er in that Houfe^ 
He heard an honourable baronet the other night fiate fen* 
timents which he confelTed furprlTed him. That honoturablei 
baroriet bad Odd in the difcuiiion of the fubjeiS; of the loan,.he 
was ailonilhed- at. the accuracy with which the tniniller’s ac¬ 
counts were made up ^ that it was next to a miracle, inllead 
ol being the language of an independent country gentltiman* 
this appeared to him, be confefled, as if it was the language 
a man implicated in that traiiDu^on* but he would now Ipcak 
to other independent country gentlemen, as well as. to that hn*> 
nourabie baronet, and fey he Imped, that if they did value (not 
the liberties of the people of this country, to talk of that fuh- 
je£t was now unfaihionable in that Houfe,) but if they did 
value the rights of property, that darling obje£l for whidt it 
was, faid we entered into this war, they would agree to dio inr* 
flirution of this inquiry. If after what the honourable baronet 
had heard that night, he fhould :ftill retain his opinion of the 
miraculous accuracy of the minifler’s accounts, all. he could 
fay was, he fepuld te aftonifhed at it. If, on the contrary^ 
the honourable baronet found be had been deceived in that 
opinion, let him boldly Hand forth and vindicate the indepen¬ 
dence of a country gentleman, by declaring he was deceived, 
and voting for this propofed inquiry. He called upon all the 
independont country gentlemen to adept that Une of condu^. 
t-etthem recoiled, that the putting by inquiry, might prov» 
the ruin of this country. The danger was not from any en- 
crqachmcnts which m^ht be attempted to be made upon the . 
paccutjve government in that Houfe. The great dangeir they 
h^ to dread, wm the overgrowing influence of a miniiler*. 
.whole coculu«£I was hoftile to the principles of our conflitu- 
tion, and which influence it was the duty of that He^. to 
deftroy, ^ 

^ (Jon Hydra fisAo QQrpore fortior 
. . ' Crevit to lieiciUeni wnci dolentete* 
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It was a nionfteri wbich if that Houfe did not dcftrb^t would 
^dniliedly dcArc^ this country. He called upon the Houfe to 
etfeSifife its.raoft valuable fun^iion, the itiqutiittvtaf power of 
the Conamons of Great Britain, and after a moil v^tn and 
dbncible appeal to their interelh, as implicated in the general 
well-being of the countiy, he concluded his able and animated 
ipeech with moving, “ That the Houfe do now refolve itfclf 
into a committee of the whole Houfe, to inquire into the 
**; ftate of the nation.” 

Sir William Pultemy faid, that without meaning to make 
nny declaration of his fentiments upon the prefent queftion, 
or toghre any intimation in what manner he fhould vote that 
night upon it, he rofe in confequence of the alluHon which 
had been made by the honourable' gentleman to an expreffion 
ofhik on a former evening. What he then faid was, that 
fomething ought to be provided equal to the degnands made 
upon government, which might poilibly not be forefeen when 
'the eftimates were made, or which it might be inconvenient 
Jo difeharge, notwithftandrng the competency of the ellimatcs 
ifto defray the expences, on account of any temporary dehei- 
tieacy Cd* irregularity in the receipts. He moreover faid, that 
ihcjdtd'ooe perceive the money borrowed to be a very extra- 
4Drdinary^fum, and thought it almoft miraculous that the eili- 
rusates mould come fo near the general expenditure. That 
mimfter (bould have reforted to fuch an expedient, be fill! 
ilfiisO.ughtju 0 ifiable, fince it was fuchasanymerchant wouldhave 
made ufcofinafimilarfituation ;and when he confidered that no 
£^lB 0 >rp<han 700,0001. were borrowed, he could not but regard 
as A triflingfum comparatively widi the public exigencies, 
jmd^, aSoniihed amidti the multiplicity and variety of calcu- 
-iaitioRS^at minifters muft enter into, when they make the 
scdliltiates,/ and the default of monies not paid in, that they 
JhftuldiRQthave had occafion for a much larger fum. 
u faid, that it was peculiarly the province of 

.of commons to keep a jealous and watchful eye on 
«f the finances, and on the mode in which they were 
^ndudfed, i<and the fervices to which the fupplies oug^t to be 
jtapprupriafed, no man who underftood and valued the Britifli 
, 3 )Sl 9 [(^butioa would deny. The Houfe poileifed two powers, 
laJiegi^ative, and an inquifitorial power; and to the lat^r 
^beifongod a control over the management of the pdslic putfe. 

capacities implicated two duties opp^te in their 
which ihould be nercifed when aslequate oeca- 
' l^c^iifCalled for their interference; . In no admiiiiBratton, 

pcrfedl it might beseemed, fhould a bliml 
7 j jx and 



MA«cmo.] WOODPALL'S PARLIAMENTAILV. REPORTS. 373 

and implicit confidence be repofed; bttt a'psntaio degree of 
confidence was due to every adminiiftratidn< 
condodl betrayed nothing that jufHfieJ furpiaon'i il}> how¬ 
ever) {ufpicion ihould arife, and thofe fufpicfons appwed to 
(fand on flrong and fubftantial ground, then) indeed) it: ivoutd 
be criminal hi pailiament not to grant an inquiry^ fuch as'-was 
that night propoled: if, however, on the contrary,tbe grounds 
adduced for '^at inveftigation were equally trivial and -un¬ 
founded) with thofe urged in the prefcnt cafe,'it was equally 
the duty of parliament to refift it. '■ 

If any thing juffified the neceflity of an inquiry, it wodd 
undoubtedly be the prefcnt afpefl of afiairs : but, if this were 
confulted, and confiderately viewed, it would clearly be feen, 
that the prefent pofture of affairs affords no fair grounds: f&c 
fuch an inquiry. That was the queilion before the Houfe, 
and, in his .mind, there could be no doubt how its wifdom 
would decide. 

■On the firff glance at our fituation, and the prefent cir- 
cumftances of the country, many obje<^ions muff arife againft 
the propriety of inftUuting any inquiry, unlefs on ftrong and 
very fubffantial grounds: fuch grounds had not now beM 
proved, and that I'uch did not cxifl, Mr. Jenkinfon truifed isie 
(hould be able to fbew; and he begged that, if he was not (b 
clear and accurate in the fiatements he had to make as he 
could: w'i(h, that be might be favoured with the fame'indul¬ 
gence from the other fide of the Houfe, as they had fidicited 
from his. 

The general accufation was againff the conduct ofimlniflefs 
in the prefcnt war} its extent was faid not to bc'fb great ■» 
that of other wars, though the expences attending 4 cwei^ fiur 
more confiderable. Every war had been m^e expensive 
than the war preceding it, and according to the wealth, dRtent 
and profperity of the nation, the encrcafe of expences in-' fuc- 
ceeding wars was an inevitable confequence. An impartial 
furvey of the theatre of the war, and of the nature of the con* 
teft^ we arc engaged in, and the refources that we had to cany 
it on, amply prove, that the war, and the expences incurred 
by its operations are fuch, as, when duly examined, need not 
dread the charge of pr-odigality. According to the honour^e 
I gentleman’s own declaration, it appeared that even he’'had 
viewed this encreafing expence a$ unavoidable, provided it 
bore any. proportion to the general encrcafe of expenditure. 
The expences attending the profeeuting of a war, fhouid un* 
doubtediybe eftimated by the private exp^ces,. to which, at 
certain-times, every fiunily was expofed^ If at .prefent .trery 

article 



23!t rABUAMiSMTaaiY XSPOJtTS. 

M 3 c 1 a of .pCQv«(wiis, &c. coft^ iKftrly double their fpemer price 

ipuft thejt not be proportionabiy ettpcnlive to 
gm^imenti And if the exertions of the eaemyr be great, 
aa^ tbe means they employ mighty and mamfold, not 
a. proportionate few of expence be adopted by thofe who 
i^^pofe then), m order to counteradl the vigour and'extent of 
tbe enemy's exertions ? The next queftion that occurred 
was, the caemy with which we had to coiitend; an enemy 
that, (acxifierd the whole commerce of the country, and fpent 
fvifixths of its fpecie to carry on the war: and it was a felf- 
evident propofition, that in proportion to (he expence the 
enemy tncuried muft have been the preparations made by 
Great Britain to meet its exertions. If the war was. juil and 
atct&ury^ and that it was he would ever avows, fmee parlia<p 
meitt had (an^ioned the mealure as abfolutely necdlary to die 
caaftencfr of the country, then he did not fee why tbe expcnce 
of die war, which was alfo fandioned by parliament, ihould 
be deemed (lifficient ground for infiituting the iiKjuiry called 
fer by the honoucable gentleman. 

* Tfie American war had been mentioned in the honourable 
g^mdemim’s fpeech, in a comparative point of view with the 
pielem wa r ^ to prove an improvident expenditure of the public 
dKWity'taking tbe average of tbe four laH years of that war, 
l^weverv^cumpared with the prefent, it would be found that 
tbchhonoucable gentleman’s ftatemeats in this particular were 
erroneous. He inftfted that without taking into the account 
thb depredation of adignats at the time of the maximum under 
Ibabt^ecee)-. ‘^that the expences of France were more, by 
ibv.Qfal'millionB, than ours, including our {ubfidising foreign 
poivisnu The four ladjears of the American war the money 
borietaradaiBsoainted to 44,5Qo»oQQi. the unfunded debt was 
XOyCiQO.OOoL aeooimting together to a fum of 64,500,000!. 
Eihanlting therefore the expences of tbe prefetK war at 

there was a balance in favour of this arguihent of 
i-I^OOyCAQl; At the winding up ^ the peace, he. vrodd 
iatle the unfunded debt at that period, at 7,000,000!. and 
taitiAg into tbe accotinc, the increafe in price of every article, 

dut there was no more oeconomy dxftmgtufb* 
d)ikdnni)|l the left than tbe prefent war. 

.lin<wifi^d, be (aid, m cdl the attention of' the HoUfe to 
thwprtfeni ij^ of tbe country and its refowrees. There 
weabtww modesof judgingofourabiHty to defrajthc expettcesof 
dm wac a bun revenues 1^ our contmerec. The j^refeftt Aate 
of,tlmcoiH»ry^. wa4 to be judged by the ilate of the ifeisenues 
uidfekMuoaKe. Jbi every gtbu ii^,h)e hew 4 axi^\always 
V' failed 
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failed to produce the full amount jft which ilny l^sre ^aSedt 
and the v^le taxes particularly fell off ffobi their 
produce. On an average of the three yeai^'befo/i* 
the firft'Aree years of the war, the differMce brtlWWh t^per-> 
marrent taxes was only 246,000!. and the new taAes Were it 
lead equal every year to what they had been ftathd;' ‘So tbit 
the Houfe Would lee the country bore up againft th'e 1 )lWd<!hs 
the war more fhan ever. - . . 

I'he commerce of the cotmtry was in a ftate filQ 
faAory. Itftoodthus: .'Mk-.!-,’” 

• » > "' * • ‘‘* * t *1'' 

The Exports, taking the thtce laft years oJTpcace, tbegreateft 
period of commerce the country ever knew bef<>rc> themve- 
rage of each year was - - 

The average of the lafl three years of the prdent vrar, 


So thatthe exports oftliewarexccededthofc of the beft years af 

peace, annually, • - a#S6SiiDW 

Exports of the average of the three heft years of peace as be* - j 

'fore, . 99 r^jOC 9 

Avcr^jc of the three lafi years war, 


The excels of the war overpeace. 




Sq that, under the.additional-debt, and all dte prefiitre of 
cbe.revenues were as great as ever, ^and the commerce cf 
country CQiifjderably increafod. ' 

The next topic which nuturaHy occurred was tbe anode 
which his right honourable friend hhd taken, to^borronrnihlltiy”* 
to defray the lieccilary expences of conda< 51 ing 
juft .and necellary warj and here certainly it wdiyiatiUnS'in? 
expe^, that in proportion to the magnitudb of tkov lbiMs>.‘4Kira'' 
rowed, that the intereft muft incrcafe, aod yet cven^nv)tbW" 
particular, the money was borrowed, this w«r^ at-an''advaO^. 
tage of one and a halfpfr cent, in favour of che'cmintry^«wiiieS> 
compared to the loans made during the APierican war. - 
the conduilon of every preceding war there was an imitieflilbe 
unfunded debt left. At the conclufion of the peace Of 
ChapelUj, the funded debt, was eighty millions iberlnig^ 
if the prefent plan of funding one ers/shad been in-pra^o^^ 

wouid.nvthave been in exiftence at this time;. At 
cluHonof the next war, it had rilen to one hundred 
tTiiI|iups,.which if the prefent plan offundtng <x>e^rt(MifT}taS<)' 
bc^n in.. would have been - difebarged.' '.‘What'^^Cte'’ 

midi^prfLof Ising William and ^^eeoiAnnetdtad'tnModail^,; 
his r]ghf nQgpuF9^ fripnd ^had,. and what €ad .«£saiperiii|»lh.'« 
FeUiam^ Mr. Legge, and lord North’ had been adopted by 

his 
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his right honourable friend; a fyflieni of reducing the national 
which that debt will in future be completely, apd en- 
Annihilated. 

Tne honourable member had adverted to former times as a 


reafon why the Houfe Ihould agree to his motion for a com¬ 
mittee of inquiry ; but he had not give the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer any credit for the plan he purfued, for appropria¬ 
ting the annual million towards the fmlcing fund. This war 
be muft ever look at as one that prcfcrved the liberty of each 
individual fubje^t, thcconftitution, and the very exiftcncc of 
&e country} and the plan of paying o(F the national debt 
pradoced a faving to the nation iufficient to pay off the inte- 
r^of.the debt incurred in the profecution of this juft and 
' jhec^dlaTy war. Confidering the prefent conteft as fuch, pof- 
tArity tould not, in jufticc, exclaim againft the burdens which 
^ey would have to defray; for the profecutjon of the war was 
entered into and continued, not more for the purpofe of pre- 
ferving ourfelvcs, than for handing down, to future genera¬ 
tions, our conftitution unimpaired, and our liberties inviolate. 
' Befides^ when we rook into the account the funded fyftcni. 
Sis adopted by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, it would cer¬ 
tainly leave a balance in their favour, however great the ex- 
jj^ccs might be of the prefent war. It was undoubtedly the 
^tliity of the Houfe not to leave a debt that would prefs Icvcrely 
on pofterity} it fhouh!, how’cver, be conliJered, that while 
“ parliament was' laying heavy burdens on future generations, 
; that it was, on the ober hand, laying the foundation of re¬ 
deeming a debt} which altered the cafe materially. 

'fhc next queftion which occurred was, how far the excr- 
. tioriS of mtnifters were proportioned to their expences; and on 
this ground he infilled that, by every fair argumeirt, they were 
' defenfible. I.et gentlemen look to the number of men this 
country has brought into the field, and the number of fltips 
pat into commiiEon, (and ciic diarge of improvirlencc againft 
' government, when comparing the prefent with t!ie American 
’ war,) and fuch charge muft During the Anie/icau war 

there were 314 fhips in cominiftion, at prefent there are 368, 

, and the latter in fize coufiderably laiger. 'I'he number of men 
in the army had encrcafed in the lame proportion. Taking 
into the account tlte number of foreign and other trtx>p.s, whicn 
^ount to no lefs than ^17,20^, a greater number tlian was 
engaged in any former war} the advanced increafe in ^very 
^^iticle neceflary to carry on the war, the expence of traofport<., 
f^wc. andthe Houfe muu, be thought, agree with. hipt,. that tii*: 
? darge of extravagance was totally unfouiuied* W e >had a 

'niiuUt 
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much larger force employed than on any .former occafion, 
ir partook, from the nature of the conteft, as much of a cpn- 
linciital as a maritime war; our naval exertions were greater 
than ever before experienced, and a great ilatefman had given 
it as his opinion, and reafon dii^fated, that when at war with' 
France, engaging the continental powers in our favour was 
politic; not fimply as a diverflun in favour of , the operations 
of our fleets, but as a means of compelling France to throw 
her rcfources into the encrcafe of land force, and thereby pre¬ 
venting her making great maritime exertions. He therefore 
maintained, that there was no prodigality in fubfidies, whether 
confidered with refpedf to the fmall fubfidy contrailed for with 
Sardinia, or the large one engaged in laft year to Aujftria, 
compared with the benefit derived from them. The Auftrjan 
loan had been called impolitic; and fome gentlemen had gone 
fo far as to fay that a fubfiJy would have been better; but he 
h.'id the fatisfaiSbon to aflerr, that thofe opinions were already 
found groundlefs: the intcreft had been punflually paid; and 
rhe infurance of this country for the fum was not im{X)litic. 
What was the confequence of that loan ? I'he confequence 
was obvious; it diverted the attention of the enemy from its 
marine, and though it were never liquidated, this country w^s 
amply repaid in the crippled Ifate of the French navy. It was 
true, there was .a large unJunded debt; that, however, was 
provided for in the ways and means of the year. If the war 
was only confined to one point, then it was pra^icable to pre- 
fent clear and fati'fadtory effimates; but as we were never en¬ 
gaged in a war which was carried on in fo many different 
quarters, it was impofliblc to frame eflimatcs more iati&fa^ory 
than thofe prefented to parliament; and it was equally impof- 
fiblc but that much unforefeen expence muft arife, of which 
the Houfe could not immediately be apprifed. 

As to the railing of fums without the authority of parlia¬ 
ment, he difapproved of that mode of proceeding; bpt the 
complication of the eftimates, and the different quarters in 
which the prqfent war was carried on, had, in his opinion, 
juftified it. 

I'he honourable member in his fpcech had adverted to the 
ere£lion of barracks, as if that w-ere a fubjccSl to which par¬ 
liament was a ftrangcr; it would however be iecoIle£led, that 
the accounts of the annual expence for the laft five years had 
been conftantly laid on the table. The fyflem was, certainly a 
new one, and adopted in the prefent war; it was uevertbelefs 
approved as neceflary to be carried into execution; it was a 
^vftem which parliament conceived to be prudent and wife; it 

VoL, III. 1706. 3 C was 
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waj a fyftem proper to be carried to its utmoft extent, and of 
cottffethe Houfe mul) be prepared to expedt the eftimates 6n 
vrhich the honourable member had To much enlarged. Thofe 
^ho have uniforndy oppofed the war fay, that miniliers (hould 
have nothing to do with the internal government of Franrc, 
and had fhifted their grounds as to the general objedls 
of the war; if this were the cafe, certainly thofe objects were 
attained; look at the fituation of France, and who would not 
fay, that her navy never fuftered fo much in any preceding 
War, and that the navy of this country never appeared more 
formidable in point of number, or more gloiious with refpedt 
tbits achievement*. 

Tlie honourable gentleman had afked what had been gained 
by thd War, and why it was carried on? It was cairted on 
for national objecis; ant), as a naval war, we had gained 
great acquifitior.s. He v.'.fl5edtr. know whether the honour¬ 
able genileman confideicd the fkill af.d valour difplaycd in the 
war as nothing, and wliefhrr he btid our aenuifition® in the 
£aft Indies, the Cape of Good Hope, the Dutch Settlements, 
the poft of St. Demingo, the ifland of Martinique (which 
Marfliall Houille pronounced ro be the key of the Weft India 
i/Iartds). mil Corfjca, as notliing ? He defied any gentleman 
to ihew. bv reference to facts, or fair ar"ument that there 

• w ^ 
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ever vva> - more glorious and luccefsful war, and he declared 
he was n. iy to n,tvt the honourable gentleman upon any of 
theft; grotiiids in proof of his affenion. 

Mr. TtnkiDfc’i biieay recapitulated his argument®, and faid, 
if he was to believe the honourable genllemait, the prefent 
lacc had dcgcnciated. He heard conftaiitly of the parlia- 
inentarv jcalourv in ihe reigns of Gcoriic I. and II. but knew 
iiothing of It, hiftory t.ad taught him that a larger conndenee 
had been given to ri.iiuffers m thefe reigns than any other, 
when a million and a half had beer, uled for fecrct fervice 
nicney for ten years, and no proceedings pafled upon it-*' 
and afterwards, when parliament required an account of the 
expenditure of fecrct fervice money, the minifter advifed the 
King to rcttii'e it. It w.ts impolTible for him fairly to examine 
the whole of the honourable gentleman’s arguments; but he 
maintained tint for the lafl twelve years this country has en¬ 
joyed mere polical liberty than i.n any former period, and that 
the pcbple have had a larger fttarc in the conftitution—upon 
thcfe.^ouHds, Mr. jenkinfon faid, he moved for the order of 

the day- 

" Mr. Curiii'tu that after the very able fpeech of his ho~ 
jjoiixablc friend who made the motion, he would intiude him- 
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tclf npon the Houfe but for a very ftiort tinae. He confeffed 
ho had l)cen more furprifed than fatisfied by anything that had 
< dlcn horn the hoaoiiiable gentleman who had juft fat down* 
If following the modol of France led to defperation, as the 
honourable gentleman faidj he was much affraid the condudt 
this country would foon bring us very near to that fttuation^ 
infomuch as it was not polTiblc to guel's, far lefs to forefee the 
iaial confcqriences that might enfue from a perfcvcrance in that 
line of conclu£t which minifters had uniformly purfued fince 
tlif commencement of the war- 

He had liftened attentively to the honourable gentleman’s 
fpcech, and could’nave wifhed to have heard him juftify, upon 
grounds, that fyftem, fo ably reprobated by his honour<-» 
?hle friend. When the conduct of France was felcfted as 
rlic fit ohiei^ of continual abufe, it became a fair queftion for" 
that Howt to confider, whether we had on our own part made 
ti'.ofe exertions which we had the means of doing, and whe- 
tSv:r the accounts on the tabic were fairly and properly made 
out ? 'I'hcfe were important points, and called for inquiry. 

could a member of parliament fay, when he went into 
tli#' country amongft his conftituents, after having impofed 
additional burdens upon them, without being able to teh how 
the money voted was applied, or giving them the Icaft f^:ir>- 
hitMiou as to the real Itate of the nation ? Such was their 
(jtu.uion atpicfcnt, and if no inquiry was granted, they might 
Ciunc back, and find the burdens doubled. It was this fort of 
that made the people diftiitisficd with their fituationy 
?nd have no truft or confidence in their xeprcTerjtaiivcs. Dur- 
the American war it had been thought neceflary to inftitute 
committees of inquiry, becaufe the expenccs of the war were 
deemed to be improvident and mifapplied If that w'as the 
cafe w'hcn the amount was only nif:c millions what could 
juU.fy refilling inquiry now, when the amount was more than 
double that film ? As to the boafted acquifitions which the 
honourable gentlemaii had dwelt upon, he fairly owned that 
he confidvrod moft of them, if not all, as misfortunes) he 
rather wifticd that fomc (yflem could be purfued that wouHi 
keep us rid of colonization, which he always thought tended 
to w'caken the country, and would finally end in our ruin. 
He wifhed gentlemen hud (hewn how the men deftroyed-aud 
the money expended during tlii? war, both on the cominenC 
.aid in tJ»e Vv'eft Indies, as well as the many ill-ccntrived and 
wo: Ic executed plans, had been ufed ; furc he was it would 
not appear that any advantage to the country tvas the refult. 
He denied that continenrri wars had ever cither been ufcful to 

3 C 2 this 
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this country, or had anfwetcd the purpofes for which they 
wire entered into. He had always been againft this war from 
the commencement, although he would have wiflied to proiccl 
Holland. While the French were kept out of Holland, peace- 
might have been negotiated on terms equally honourable and 
advantageous to ourfelves. He replied to the other topics of 
the honourable gentleman’s fpecch, and thought this was a 
moment when the country ought to know their real Htuation, 
and when the minifters ought, of all others, to be moft for¬ 
ward in granting fo fair an inquiry as that propofed by his 
honourable friend, and not to pufh forward in a fyflem of de¬ 
lirium, from point to point, till they had completely ruined 
the country. He was pointedly feverc on the eredlioii of bai- 
racks, ana the enormous amount of the expences, as flatcd by 
the eftimates both for thofe already built and thofe intended. 
In fuch an alarming and critical fuuation was the country no\s 
placed, that he would be deficient in his duty if he did not 
fpeak out fairly, bhould minifters pcrfift in the line of con- 
duff they had purfued, they would compel the people to fpeak 
for themfeU'cs, not from any love of French principles, but 
from the burdens, calamities, and diflrelTcs of a ruinous; an 1 
expenfive war. And if all inquiry was to be rcfifted as it had 
been, it was of no confequence for reprefeutatives of liie 
people to call themfelvts fuch, or to remain there; perhaps 
they might do better to retire. 

Mr. Af. Montague fpoke in defence of the war, both in it-j 
commencement and in the manner in which it was couduefed, 
though he was confeious that on fo delicate a fubjec!. he was 
taking the un^iopular fide of the queftton. He likcwilc ap¬ 
proved of the meafures which minifters had purfued, and 
which led him to place conhdsnce in them. War was always, 
be admitted, attended with great, and often unforefeen cx- 
pcnces, but it was not optional with minifters whether that 
expence was too large or toofmall; confldering the refources 
and credit of the country, he thought much praite was due to 
them for the manner in which they had provided for the ex¬ 
igencies of the war; but great as thofe expences were, he 
contended with his honourable friend, that they did not much 
exceed the expenditure of the laft four years of the American 
war, the period which he agreed, with his honourable fiicnd 
,was the only proper period to make a comparifon from. He 
would not lay, while he praifed the exertions of minifters, 
that they had on all occaftons been ruccefsful, but they had 
‘bcen-fo to a dipgrec inucb greater than, under all the circum- 
‘ jjlanccs of the times, could have been expedied. By a con¬ 
tinuance 
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finuancc of thofe fpiritcd exertions he was ftrongly induced to 
believe, that the French mulf at laft be brought to their lenfcs, 
T he minifiers of this country were placed in an arduous fitu-* 
ation, and they had never {hrunk from ir. IF men were in- 
ilncerc they might dupe him, but ftill he was confident that 
miniders were defirous of peace v/hen it could be had on ho* 
nourable and advantageous terms for this country. If they 
were to be out, and others in their places, it might tend to 
create a convullion and inefKcacy, that would rather retard 
than forward negotiation; and he never covdd agree to any 
corrupt defire to conclude a dilbonourable peace. From all 
thefc confiderations he was convinced that the war was nc- 
refi'ary, that it mull: be expcniive, that our exertions in many 
c.ifes have been fuccefiful, and, moreover, that be had no 
reaibn to believe that minifter^ were infmcere* 

Sir Gregory Page 7 :^rwi'pokc againft the motion; he 
janicntcd the neceffity and expcnccofthe war, and was very 
defirous for peace, but confefled he knew not how it could 
be procured. He did not think that it wi^ by gentlemen on 
the oppcifitc fide of the Houfc pellenng minifters with re¬ 
peated motions every week, that peace could be obtained. 
He exprefied great confidence in miniiters, and approved of 
their firmnefs and good intentions; he likewiie reminded the 
iiOLife, that the minilfer before the war had been reducing 
the national debt one niillion/.v am:u 7 n\ gentlemen on the 
other fide the Houfc fhould not therefore wantonly accufc him 
of extravagance. I^ook at the fituation the country in 
1777, the funds were then at 54, now they were above 68. 
Ho was therefore for tl>c war, and would not enter more into 
finance, or the confideraiion whether the loan was a favour¬ 
able one or not. He declared he dilapprovcd of the prefent 
motion; if the fituacujii of the country was critical, there was 
the more danger from public iuvefiigations ; their debates got 
abroad, and if they were known in France, would retard 
negotiation. It was nor, he oblvrved, our bufinefs to contets 
our poverty if we were poor, nor to (poil our own trade by 
cry 1 n g j?i nki ng fijh. 

Mr. SUclc rofc to make feme obfervations upon what had 
fallen from the honourable gentleman who propofed the com- 
niictee ol enquiry, concerning the railing of fums without the 
authority of partiamenr, which was ceiiainly entitled to fome 
conlidcration. It was undoubtly true that the honourable gen¬ 
tleman was juftified in afllTting^ that the expences of the pub¬ 
lic fervices had of {ate years exceeded the clfimatcs; but the 
amount was not equal to the honourable gcntlsmau’^ ilatcmenf^ 

altimugh 
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although it was not far fliort. The navy eitimatcs in the 
three years of the war had amounted to about 15,000,000!. 
the debt during the litme period had encreafed fomewbat more 
than I3>ooo,oool. but this debt could i^ot fairly he ftaicd to 
hare b<icn incurred without the fanction of parliament. It had 
been the pradiice from the revo'ution to the prelenc time, to 
vote the (urn of four pounds per man per month, according 
.to the number of fcamcn to he employed i this allowance, 
which was meant to defray the e.vpence of victualling and 
wages to the men, and wear and tear, as it is commonly 
called, of the ihipping, had not, for fome }cars, been found 
equal to the expenditure, even in time of peace. Now, if 
this funi w;is not fufficient in time of peace, it was impof- 
flb/e to expedt that it (hould be fo in time of w'ar. 'J'hc 
great caufes of the ex^efs in the time of war w'cre ihc 
•bigh prices of prov.lluns, the price of naval ftores, and the 
expence of tranl'pciis. After the firft year of ihe war, 
therefore, his honourable friend, on opening the budget, had 
found it his duty to Hate the debt he had incurred in confe- 
xjuence of this excels, and the means which he had provided 
/or difeharging it, a duty which he had pradlifrd in every fuc« 
cecdina: year; and Mi. Steele thouirht iunildf jufliiicd in fay- 
ing, that the IIoui'c, by it": proceedings upon the ftatcmciit'i of 
of his riuhr honourable fnen*!, had joined with him and given 
an indemniheation anJ a fanction to what he Ikk; done, iJis 
right honouiablc friend had pro\idcd lor the dilcharge of the 
whole of this 13,000.000;. of navy debt, except one niil:io;i 
and a hal/i that was to lay, in other words, tliat lieien miU 
Jiops and a half of the cxcefs were already provided for. Du 
the opening of the budget in the prefent ieflion, his right ho- 
jiourAble friend had informed the Houfe, that the navy debt 
liad incicafvd 1,500,000!. which remained to be provided lf>r, 
and the Houfe acted upon it, Aftci that information, therefore, 
be could not iningine his tight honouralile tiiend had proceed¬ 
ed without the authoiiiy of parliament, and he felt himl'elf 
anxious to Ha'c this explai'ation. 

In the account of the ariry debt, the honourable gentleman 
had not been lo fair as in tnat of r!;e navy. The c/iimates of 
tbe army he Itated at 17,600,000!. which was provided for by 
the funded debt; and r jc extraordinary expcnces, or unfunded 
<}ebt, incurred durirg ti.c Idf three years for the army, he cal¬ 
culated at 9,0'.0.ocol. to which he added the votes of credit, 
making in a/l a |u;i; total of 14,000,000!. and upwards of un¬ 
funded debt for the army, unauihortzcd by parliament. 7 'his, 
how^v'cr, w'as nut the true Itate nl the calu ipr the vote of cre¬ 
dit 
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dit, of which he fhoiild fpeak more particularly by and by, bad 
received the fanefhon of parliament, and ought not to be ad¬ 
ded to thofe cxtfaorJinaiics which had been incurred, and not 
provided for by parliament; from the laoi of 9,000,000!, ought 
alfo to be deducted one miliiou and an h-i!f, ariftng from the 
repayment of a large fum vvh.ich had been advinced to general 
Clerfaye, and from fivings on the grants for the years 1794. 
and 1795, which bavin.; been applied towards payment of the 
extraordiiiarics, reduced the real amount of thole extraordiaa- 


ries to y,500,cool, 

Comparirg the 7,i;oo,ocol. therefore with the unfunded 
debt left to be provided for at tiie end of every former war. 


he ftaicd it ;;s his bcl cf that we ii-ul expended lei’s in extraor¬ 


dinary expcnces than in 
the f.^oufe to rcniaik, th 


rnv former war v/rutever. He betrged 
"It he ftated tins as his belief, that in 


h ^mer wars the fums voter: at the conclufion of the 


war t0 


i!ilchar</e the unfunded debt exceeded that amount. In t-he laft 

i 

war, v/hen a committee was appointed to enquire into the ex- 
[jfnees and condudf of the w^ar, tr.e coininittec did C'bjcdf, in 
irrona: laniuir-^xe, to the contraiSfinp; of debts without the au- 
thoritv" of parliament, am) yet no provifion was made in i 783 
to the contrading of ilich debts in future. When theadl even 
was pailcvl for the regulation of the olTicc of paymaider, al- 
thout^ii thc(e extraordinarv cxpenccs were cajirefslv recognized, ’ 
no daufe was 'ntm-iuceu to prevent then), nor wa> any turthcr 
notice taken of them; and hence it was but reamnablc for hint 


to conclude, that tney thought it might be inconvenient to the 
public icrvice to regulate them. 

It had been next contenJi'd by the honourable gentleman 
That there was a dire^if vi action of the jaw of £ippropt;.uion, 
^■ihjch he confidered as a m»rd-meanour. If his r12.hr lionour- 
able friend had vudafed the appropiiation he had di>ne no 
more than iiis prcciecclTors had done before him, 'rhere had 
always been ti\c fame difrcgaid to the appropriation act, and 
the famt^ practice had been ronlKinily in ufe in 1782, and lor 
years antecedent to the palling of that act, and it IhJl continued 
in 1783, and had remained fo ever fincc. By the appropria¬ 
tion adt, certain fums were to be cftiinated and provided for 
under fuch wnd fuch heads, but there had always been certain 
cx'pfiices incurred, which miniilers hid not b^en able to lav 
undei any head t-f eltiin.itf^, which wcie afterwards brou2;ht 
b:firre parliament, utulcr the head of cxiraordina: y cxpenccs, 
and as they had always been jiiliihcd and appioved by parlia¬ 
ment, he did nut fee tiiat any blame could be attached. 


Cy 
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By the Io:in of the prefent yr,)r provifion was made for the 
repayment of 2,('00,0rul. to the ermy I’ervicc of the year 1795. 
This futn h ;ul been !y vutvd by parliiimcnt, and repaid 
to the army» ami with ihc of trie farther oxtraordina-- 

ties that rcrnaiiivtl to be aoo J, l.t ;ilcdt;cd himfelf that there 
would be money moie than fufEci-.r.t to pay the whole of the 
army, and not leave fixpcnce m arrenr, 

Now\ a-i to the prelirnt arre^irs, he granted that to the ftaft" 
of J 793 > 1794, and 17957 large fiims had been due. Of theie 
^trnis, how'cwr, there oidy remained iQOol. unpaid for 1793, 
arwl r6,cool. for 1794, .mj when thofe Turns were paid, there 
would be no arrear \vhatevt.r in the army. The caufc of theft* 
aErrear$ was fiinple, which he briefly ilatcti, left the Houfe 
flloiild entertain an idea that the wiifJc of the ftafF eftabllfli- 
iftcnt had been in nrrea:'. IVrfons on the continent, and in 
the Weft Indies, have aKvays a claim for payments when due, 
iipCKi the d*.puty pavnraitcrv, but as claims wTre at the I'ame 
tore mad.* at home by their agents, it became abrolutcly nc* 
cefliry to dclav paynuMit-i at home, until government W'as af* 
ftircd that the money 'had not been received abroaii. 

He now begged leave to fay a w'oid or two upon the rote 
of credir* It had been again urged that the fum w^as mifap- 
plred, and that it was voted to anivver any unfojcicen demands 
during the rccels. This he dcnicrt Hr allowed that it was 
not uiuai to bring forward a vote credit till after liie com- 
mirtee of fupply doled, aiid at a later period of the feiiion j 
but though, during the American war, a vole of credit o* 
1 ^00,oool- w'as never brought forward till the month of June, 
DOT pafled, perhaps, till the month of July, yet it has been 
apfJied fix months antecedent to that period. In lacf, the 
eftimates and the vote of credit have made but one purfe, as 
hia right honourable friend faid upon the former cvenuig, and 
both are made ufe of indifcrinunatcly for the general txpcnccs* 
By the palling of a vote of credit bill, you have nuiborlty to 
FAif: two riiillions and a half without any fpecific mode of ap¬ 
plication, only you arc relponfihle to parliament to fticw how 
it has been aj)plud. 'I'his has been the conftant practice. It 
was the practice of hill year, when the mode of aj>pUcation 
was laid before l^ailiainent, ns it would have been this, but that 
t’ne account was not yet ready ; and that tlie practice of laying 
♦he account of the application of a vote of credit before pai- 
iiament has ufually been at a late period of the feilton. 

in regard to barrack^, 440,000!. had been expended, ntui 
jyo^oooL incuired fincc, and it w^ould require 1 50,000!, more 
to complete then:. A cor.ude;able fum had been alio expended 
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in pro' i('fn<: temporary accommoJations for the troops on «Kf- 
feren^ of riie coaft, that the towns and villages might not 
be overbunhened. What apprth^nfions were entertained in 
that Houfe, when the French over-ran Holland, of an invailon. 
of this country, he fuppofed he needed not to revert to the 
deb^tci. of that day to recall to gemk niens recollection. The. 
neccfiltv of lotTJC temporary accommodations w-s at that time 
prerf,’ evident, and he had turthermore to ftatc, that in addition 
to t!'tf expeiice incurred by erecting the barracks, the expence 
of providing forage, beer, See. the troops included in the 
accounts. 

It was not necelTary for him to rake up more time than ta 
recapitulate what he had ftateJ. He did this with brevity and 
precifict'., obfervinp at the fame time, that of the fix millions 
of Kxchequer bills i/iued tor the difeharge of the unfunded 
debt, five miilion and a half were in circulation before the 
war. in refpeft to the future extraordinary cxpcnces, he would 
not undertake to ftate what the probable amount might bC, 
but if fun<is were provided for it, it was the fame thing. Up¬ 
on the whole, therefore, if the honourable gentleman would 
compare the a£lual expence of the prefent war with the afbial 
cxpence of any former war, except that of 1778, he would 
find them fo near to each other, that there was but little dif¬ 
ference ; that difference ta be fure was in favour of the laft. 

Upon the queftion itfelf he would juft fay a word or two. 
It was a common habit with gentlemen on the other fide when 
they brought any accufation forward to exclaim, if you do not 
admit this give us a committee. He hoped fuch would not 
be the habit now. He left it to the decifion of the Houfe whe¬ 
ther the grounds produced were fubftaniial enough to build an 
enquiry upon. By the funding of the Navy and Exchequer 
Bills, he thought the extraordinary expenccs were provided for, 
and withrcfpedlto their being incurred without authority, while 
parliament was informed from year to year, and from time to 
cime^ of the debt, he thought it fandlioned by them. Of 
that they were to judge. 'I'he fubjefl was of vaft importance 
as it related to the peculiar power of the Houfe of Commons 
over the public purfe, and it was of equal importance how 
they decided upon it, that tlte public might not be led to ima¬ 
gine, if a committee of enquiry was granted, that it was 
upon a convt£lion of mifeonduft. Upon this ground he ob- 
jeifted td the original motion, conceiving that ifie new taxes 
will be fulficientjy produtftive, not only to compfete the efti-' 

nates, but to cover the unfunded debt, except to the amount 
ef two minions.- 

. VoL. III. 1796. 3D Syr 
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Mr. AL Rchlnfon in ftrong terms reprobated the wafte of 
money expended on barracks, which whether called tempo¬ 
rary pemanent, would no doubt be made permanent. He 
confidercd loans as a moft daangerous mode of corrupting in¬ 
dividuals, and piocuring fupport to the government. The 
public money appeared to him to have been expended in a 
very improper manner on the navy : inftead of doing it a be- 
ncht,,a fyftein jvas begun which would occafion much neg- 
IcH in the naval department. 

. Sir Gri’^^ory Page Turner rofe to explain, but getting into 
a reply after being twice interrupted, was called to order by 
the Speaker. 

Mr. Gr^y faid, after the full detail into which he had gone 
in his opening fpecch, he did not feel himfelf called upon to 
trouble the Houfe at great length in reply, though he trulfcd 
the indultjcnce which il)e llouie 2:enerallv ftiewed to thofc 
who brought forward a motion would be extended to him. 

' When he had fiilt propofed this fubject to tlieir attention he 
^ had beftowed great pains in the invefligalion of it; and he 

flattered himfelf, that, though intricate and perplexed in its 
nature, the refultfurniflied conclufions which admitted of no 
difpate. Ycr, on a fuhjeil: rather new to him, he fcarrciy 
prefamed to txpeef that his ft.itements firould be altogether 
free from miftukt, or his inferences from error. He could 
not, however, help feeling the utmoft (atisfacVion, to perceive 
that, fo far trom being contradicted, he found his flatements 
ian'etioned by the admitfion of his opponents. He would not 
at that time, therefore, follow Ibme of the honourable gentle¬ 
men w'ho had fpoicen, into that wide field of extraneous mat¬ 
ter which they had embraced. The honourable gentleman 
then {.V]r. Jeniknfon) who had rifen immediately after him 
would cxcufe him if, without meaning any perfonal incivility 
to him, he did not conhder that, connected with the proper 
queflion, there was more in his fpcech that required any 
anfvver. Had he argued the matter upon the original principle 
of the war, the negotiation of the loan, or the propriety of 
enlarging the capital to diminifli the intereft, the expediency 
of a new Auflri m loan, or the general afpcdl: of Kuropean 
politics, the difeuffions of the honourahle gentleman might 
have been applicable to the point. As he had, howxver for- 
jj^borne to enter upon thofc topics, and as the objedt of difcuffion 
^was the expence which tlie war had occafioncd, founded upon 
indiijtutable fadls, it was untieccflary to argue points foreign 
to that fubjedf. It might be true that the idea of this motion 
taken from an admirable pamphlet written by Mr. Mor- 

fian, 
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gan, but he had not founded it upon the calculations •con¬ 
tained in that book, bccaufe it mij^ht have been confidered 
queftionable matter, and he wiflied to confine himfelf’to un- 
difputable fadts, that he might call fotth fair and explicit cJif- 
cufSon. The only part of the honourable gentleman''s fpeech 
to which he would reply then was, that in which he had inftir 
tuted a comparifon between the four laft years of the American 
war and the three Jalf of the prefenr, T'he honourable gen¬ 
tleman, however, fljould have fdedted only three of thofe 
years, as the fourth year of the prefent war was yet unpro¬ 
vided, and fhould have compare ! equal pc'iiods together. It 
would have been remembered that if dining part of the year 
1778, WQ had been at peace with France, anti that the ifntt 
fupplies for a year hud not been given, the fame thing had 
happened during this war, and tlnit lince the year 1793, the 
fupplies bad gradually incrjafed. it was llaccJ upon this com¬ 
panion, though certainly not drawn with fuimefs or accuracy, 
that the exptnee of the four iafi years (‘fthc American war^ 
was only one million bciow'thcji-xpcncc of the orclenr. What, 
howx'vcr, was the amount of the defence? 'Fhat a war of 
recorded prolulTion, reprobated by parliament, and winch had 
been held out in the ftrongclt colours by the right honourable 
gentleman (Air. Pilt) himfelf, nfForeJeu a romp ^rifon that 
gave precedent to their extravagance, winch they had no lit¬ 
tle exceeded ! liut, “ C) no,” laid the honour^ible gentle¬ 
man, great exeitions were rcqiiifite. If was ncceflary to 
keep pace with tlic enormity ofthe enemy’s c\pcricc.” I'hefe 
were arguments w hich he h.*d no oco tfiuri to difpute. All 
that nc had to do was this ■ were there any extraordinary 
vigour, W'as there any performance, any fuccds ? If a diver- 
fion on the continent, it w^s ufeful even to the lx ttci tlifplay 
of naval llrength. Where had it been made? ])iu he n^caii 
at Qiiiberon, or Ific Dicu, and would the honourable gentle¬ 
man conrendthat the'e exertions were ufeful or gJonous ? He 
deprecated the principles and the conduct of the American war, 
hut then we had not merely armies upon paper, but 've had 
a large efficient army in Americj, a povveiful force in the 
Weft Indies, and a gallant band defendn:;): themftlves in 
Gibraltca; and on the head of extraordinarics of the army, , 
notwdthftauding the diftance of the theatre of war, in the prcr . 
fent times we had far excedeJ. \^ ith this reply he would 
difmifs rhehonourable rentleman. Me would not follow tha 
next lionourable gaulcfuan (Adr. Alonra-ue) into difeuftion* 
Lccaufc he contidcrcil his ar|>urnent a« equally inappdcable tp 
tu tlic quejlion. ccnnue^tlic worthy baronet ($ir 

3 1) 2 Gre- 
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. .GtcgOify Page Turner) might think the conclu6l of oppofition 
iiVthjiS niovrngfor inquiries deferved^ con/idering the fMCCefs 
which their endeavours were atteiided^ they could not 
bc'accufed of cmbarafling the mcafure^ h * mi- 

nifterSp Yet this ccnlure he would (tr'V'.' fti!i to merit 

^ py introducing to public notice, fuhje 3 - ot the iuil iu'p^ nance 
’tb their Jntereft, though indeed he ui.ght dclpair of iucccls in 
Tdiat Houfe. 

Another honourable gentleman (Mr. Steele) had admitted 
that he wa*5 iccurare in his fta^cnunc ol ihi-army and navy 
debt; but coi:te:;'::d tlrjt pair of the lauci was |>ravided ibr, 
he had r.o. * in whut this provifion conlifted. 

ihe Chancellcr of the Exchequer had indeed propofed to 
fund five millions of the navy debt, at the opening of the 
budget; but for this he had provided no permanent taxes. 
There was no other fund for iM*; purpofe. The lottery was 
/ Tiot a permanent object of revenue. It was a fm d, wdth 
. Tcfpefl to the expedient'}' of which much diirerence of fenti- 
ment had been cnieitJir-rd. but b.ad alwa\s hitherto been 

’« f p" 

deemed available only for incidental claims, and calcs of 
emergency. At a period when th^^rc wasn navy debt of eight 
‘ or nine millions. Lord North never had dreamt of applying 
the produce of the lotteiy, as a provifion for any part of it. 
Nor could any fuzul which was in natuie fo unfixed, be 
. viewed as furnifhrng a proper fecurlty for the intcieft. To 
jjin intents and purp fes then this Turn of live millions was a 
arf of the unliint'cd nivy debt, and hi* ih tcr.ent of this head 
ail been perfectly accurate. With rcji ru tu that pait, with 
which the hoitourable gcmlciTir<i. muU ncccfl'arily be mod 
converfanr, the army, he admitted the IKiU ment to be nearly 
*uft, but contended that there was a favinj; of i,5oc,ccol. 

hich applied to the army debt, formed a deJud^ion from it to 
that extent. Admitting, however, that iliis were a proper 
a^uflion, there remained a debt of feven millions and a half, 
^Sonfeqiiently an excefs of two miilions and a half above the 
debt in the American war, whi.’h was five miilions. With 
all this expence, what had been the advantages wc had ob¬ 
tained ? The only fatisfaiTlion we had gained in a war in 
ts'hich wc bad engaged for the defence of our allies (the 
putch) then was, the plunder we had gathered in their ruin, 
and^at was to be held out as an impoitant acquifition, and 
Dfilliant fuccefs. In leality this turn of one million and a half 
Could not be deducted, it was generally well known that 
l^eat arrears of the ibffand niher departments of the army, 
%erc owing) and tltat if the fum were applied in payment of 

that 
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that debt, the army debt would remain juft as beliad ftated^ 
Perhaps hi the magnificent expence of the prefeift war, fo 
znfignificant on article as a million and a half was, hardly 
worth contending about. It was clear*, however, upon the 
ftatement of the honourable gentleman hiinfelf, that thirty* 
hve millions were expended upon eftimates, and twenty-nine 
millions as extraordinaries, and yet in a point fo glaring, and 
fc) unconftitutional, would inquiry be refufed ? Money ex¬ 
pended in this way, was lefs under the controul of parliament, 
as votes of credit were never laid before the Houfe till the fer- 
vices were performed, and the money ifl'ued. He did not wiili 
to add any prefliire to a fallen man, nor with any invidious in¬ 
tention did he refer to the a£t of Mr. Burke, by which cer¬ 
tain 1 ‘upplics were devoted to particular fervices, which bad 
been violated in every inftance by the prefent minifters. It 
was faid that the vote of credit was barely an authority to 
raife a certain Aim, which might be applied at the diferetion 
of the T-p'nilter. I'he itfelf ft:.ted exprefsly that it was for 
the enliiipg year, and for profpedive unprovided fervices j nor 
would he admit of any ininillerial conftrudinn of an ad of 
parliament, to juftify their violation both of its letter and 
fpirit. A bad pradite, bccaufe it had prevailed, was no 
reafon that it fhould be perpetuated. Either the law or th« 
pradicc ought to be altered. An application contrary to the 
enadment of the Bill was a fraud and a falfehood. If any 
fervices were in cont'-mplation, eftimates fhould have been 
' produced and the regular fupplics voted. The ad of appro¬ 
priation exprefsly dlrcded the application of fums to Articular 
fervices, a regulation to which minifters paid no relped. 

Mr. Grey, in this part of his fpeech, read a refolution of 
the Houfe of Commoiisof the ®f 171^* ftrongly 

expreffive of difapprobation of a fum ( 6 o'jol.) taken from the 
navy fund bv tlie miniftry, to fupply the army fervice, and 
ftating, that fuch a diverfion and mifapplication of the public 
money leftcned the credit of the navy. What, Aiid he, ought 
then to be the dillatisfadlon of the Houfe, when they behold 
a fyfteni of uniform violation of every act of appropi iation, 
and to an extent the moft alarmi.ng? 7 'he honourable gen¬ 
tleman feemed to pay no more attention to the very a£t, which 
had originated from his own office, then to the genera! Jaw on 
the fubjed. There were other ads likewife violated befldes 
the ad of appropriation. From the difpofition paper it ap¬ 
peared that certain funis had been ifliied for the payment of 
particular fervices, while it was notorious that tbof'e very 

fervices 
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|ervices viwre unpnicL When falfc accounts were thus given 
ji), and ai^s of parliament thus openly violated, who would 
venture to deny that a njarter of thatferious importance was a 
fit obje£l of inquiry ? It was a fpecies of fraud, which parlia¬ 
ment, conllftently with that regard, which they owed to their 
own honour and to the intereflof the public, ought no longer 
to pafs unnoticed. It was certainly inevitable that there fhould 
be accounts without eflimates, but it was of the utmofl; im¬ 
portance to preferve them in the due proportion to the provided 
fervices. 'I'hefe afforded ftrong fui'picions on the prefeiit 
occafion, which Ihould be afeertained or removed. With 
regard to the llafi-, the act of appropriation had been violated. 
It provides that the money for the clothing of the army fliould 
be iiTued in half-yearly payments, which was ffated in the 
difpofi'tion paper, although none in reality has been iffued for 
either of thefe ffnee n.idl'umrr.cr, 1794, a balance of 16000I. 
being due from that time. Vv'ith regard to the Hank, nothing 
had been fJJ. For hr.! racks, rcfpcdling which the honourable 
gentleman h;:d accul.J iiun of a wil’.ull millatcmcnt, inllrad 
I,JOO>COcL wiiich be had ftated. It was laid there was only 
90O3OO0I. c-xclui.ve cf ordnance^ lut with tUc Aims which 
were intended tn Sc Jaid r*ijt on this head, his original Aacc- 
ment of w'ould not be lour.d to be cm^ncous. To 

this amount, hovcver, wittjouc confcnt of parliament, had 
lums been expend, J lor permanent barracks, f.^r the accomiro* 
dation of 40,000 men, which in time of peace wa.s au 
ellabhfhnicnt molt alarmino to this country. It would, he 
fahl, require 22 millions of ptrmanent revenue to provide the 
Dial's of the national debt with the accumulated wxptiices which 
the War had occafioncd. A> it Hands at prefl-nt, there 
would be a defalcation of the revenue. The duiies on fpiius 
would be reduced, which though incrcalld during the wai, 
when no fmuggiinp prcvailc-d, would be dimimflied in cafe cf 
peace, upon me Chancellor of the Exchcquei’s principles to 
remove temptations to fmuggling. Gentleman f;.\v the oper¬ 
ation of taxes, and might judge how' Ircfli butdens were to be 
enduted. I'hey fawthc rigour with which they w'erc enforced, 
and the encouragement given to informers. He had heard of 
a cafe in Northumbeiland, where a farmer of great induftry 
and refpedabiliry, who had only given a return of one horlc 
for riding to the officer, was fubjected in the penalty, in con- 
icqueiice of an information that his daughter had rode to 
church on a cart hoifc that had not been returned j and fuch 


W>*^the rigour of the ftatutc, that the julticcs bad been 
W .: obliged- 
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oWiged to firid him liable in the penalty. Every new tax loo 
was not only an addition to the burdens of the people, but an 
mcrcafe of influence to the crown, a circumftance which an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Windham) had formerly deeply 
deplored, whatever his prefent fentiments might be. In.the 
whole courfe of the war, niiniflcrs had miftaken profufipnfor 
vigour, and h.T,d only exhibited the pitiful contraffc of fupphee 
without exertion, and means without performance. Upon 
the fubjedl which he had introduced to their confidcration for 
an inquiry, the Moufi might exercife their difcrction; what* 
ever was the event, he had the confdlution to rcfleiEi that he 
had done right and difeharged his duty in propofing the m* 
quiry. A majority in that Houfe might haflily rejeft the points 
on which he dwelt, as affording no room for inquiry j the 
people out of door.", however, he was convinced would forpi 
a difi'erent opinion. It had been faid that to adopt fuch an in¬ 
quiry, would convey to the public an impreffion that the^ 
finances were worfe than they really were. Was there, how¬ 
ever, any rilque or likelihood that the committee for whichhc 
moved would exaggerate the danger of our fituation, or display 
our rcfourccs in colours too melancholy ! On the contrary it 
would remove every jcaloufy and apprehenfion, would In^re 
cunhdence in the minds of the people, and vindicate the claim 
of the fbjufe to the regard of the country, by proving that 
they deferved it. 

Mr. StL’ek rofe to explain. The vote of credit retentlv 
granted by the Houfe, would, he faid, be fufficient to pay off 
all tlie arrear of the army, under the head of extraordin^ifics, 
up to tne 31ft of December laft, 

Mr. CVi!’y was glad to hear this faiSl; that did not, hour- 
ever, alter the ftatement of the amount of the outflanding 
debt. Exchequer bills might be iifued to the prefent cre^ 
ditn.r?. 

Mr. Afartin faid, he could not content himfelf with giving 
a Pdent vote, though he fliould not detain the Houfe a fingle 
minute. He had heard flrong and imperious reafons forgoii}g 
into a committee to cenfuler. of the ftate of the nation; be 
had not heard one colourable argument for not going into the 
committee. He declared, therefore, that he Ihould not eon- 
fider himfelf as an honefl man, not did he .conceive how .any 
man could look the public or hi.s conllitucnts in tbeface^ if, 
at a moment of fuch general diilreis as the prefent, be fhould 
i-oteagainft fuch inquiry. * 


The 
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. The Houfe then divided on Mr. Jenkinfon^s motion foar itie 

order of the d<ty: 

i 

j 

Jyes^ 

207 


4S 

Majority^ 

162 

Adjourned* 


^IINORITV, 


Sir John Aubrey, Bai’t, 

Clithcroe 

George Barclay, Efq. 

Bridpoit 

Sir Francis Baling, Bart. 

Chipping Wycombu 

John PoIlfxIsJrtBuftard, 

Devonfliire cv*anty 

Hon. William Henry Bouveiie 

"New Sanim 

Hon. Edwaid Bouverie 

Northampton 

Joieph Randyll Burch, Effj. 

7'h-tford 

George Byng, P-fq. 

Middlcfcx county 

Sfr Robert Clayton, Ffq. 

Blechingly 

John Counenay, Efq. 

Tamvrorth 

Thomas Cliampion Crefplgny, Elq. 

Sudbury 

Sight Hun. Richard Fitrpatrick 

Taviftork 

Su* Hcmy Fletcher, Bart. 

Cumberland aounty 

Right Hon. Charles James Fox 

Wcftininftcr 

Philip FVancis, £fi]. 

Biechingly 

Charles Grey, Riq. 

Northumberland county 

Jsones.Harc, £P|. 

Knaicfborough 

John Harrlfon, Efq. 

Great Giimfby 

Hi^neywoocI, Efq. 

Kent county 

Henry Howard, Elq. 

Glouccflcr 

WiHiam Hufley, E/q. 

New Sai'uin 

Thomas Konp, £iq. 

Lewes 

John Galley Rnight, Efq, 

Aldborough 

John LangttoQ, Efq. 

Bridgewater 

Edmund Lechmere, junior, Efq« 

Worcefter 

Sir Willlum Lemon, Batt« 

Cornwall county 

SamueVLong, Etq. 

Ilchcftcr 

General NSaclcoi 

Invcmcfsftiirc 

James Martin, Efq. 

Tcwkafbmy 

^IMcMrd SIo|Mr Mllnes, tiq. 

York city 

^ Sir WUliam M. MUnhr, Bart, 

Ditty 


Dudley 
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l>ttdte3f1^orth, Efq. 

Great Grimlby 

lion* Joba Rawdou 

Appleby 

Sir Matthew W. Ridley, Bart* 

NewcadJc 

Maurice Robinfoii, Efq. 

Boroughbridge* 

Right Hon. Lord William Rullell 

Surry county 

ilon. St. Andrew St. John 

BeJfordflure county 

General Smith 

Wareham 

« « 

William Smith, Efq. 

Camelford " 

Right Hon. Lord Robert Spencer 

War^am 

General farleton 

Liverpool 

Thomas Thompibn, Efq. 

Evelham 

Robert V'yner, Efq. 

Thirike 

Robert Vyncr, junior, Efq. 

Lincolnlhire roittiiy 

Charles CaliisW^ftem, Efq. 

Malden 

TELLERS* 

Samuel Whitbread, Junior, Efq. 

Bedford 

John Curillian Cunwen, Efq. 

Caillfte. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Friday, M-irch ij. 

The Earl cf Lauderdale faid, that a rumour having gone 
abroad, that when he had made his motion lately refpediiiSg 
the application of the 4^ per cents, he had meant to make 
feme inquiry relative to the grant made to Mr. Haftings,-he 
took tnat opportunity to fay, that he had no fuch intention. - 

Earl Moira notice, that it was his intention, fome time 
this fci&on, to move fora Bill relative to the fituation of debt- 
or and creditor, funilar to that, the outlines of which be had 
offered to their lurdlhips in 1794^ ' > 

GAME LAWS. 

On a motion for the third reading of the Bill for a.Tnending 
certain claufes i« the game laws. 

The Earl of Lauderdale rofe to propofe a claufc by way of 
rider to the Bill, viz. that its provifions fhould extend to that 
part of Great Britain called Scotland and Wales. 'I'he pro¬ 
priety and nccelEty of this claufe were fo very apparent, .that 
his lordfhip faid, he thought it unncccfiary to trouble the 
Houfe with any arguments in its fupport. Common fenfe and 
common jufVice pointed out bothj if fuch a law was occef- 
<31 y in England, for preventing any damage being done to the 

Voi. III. 1796. 3E 
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f harveft^'fff fortiori it was neceflary in Scotland wlii^re th^fhar- 
veft in general was much later. Befides, if this- claufe-was 
not introduced, gentlemen front the northern counties of Eng¬ 
land would be making inroads on their Scotch neighbours, and 
'■amufc themfelyes with killing their game, till it was lawful 
v for them to kill their own. 

Lord Ahtlgrave oppofed tVie claufe, and argued againft it 
. with great power of rcafbning, inalnuich as it tended to 
change and clog the original Bill, for the provifiorrs of 
whidi he had-voted. If there was fuch an urgency for ex- 
* tending thofe regulations to Scotland and Wales, as topre- 

- fenied by the, noWc earl (lord Lauderdale), it would*, in Ins 
opinion, bc.bctter to bring in anew Bill for that difUnct pur- 
pofe, rather than introduce the matter in the prefent Bill, with 
which it was in a great meafure unconneCled. 

I'he Earl of Khviou! faid, he was I’enfible that a regulation of 
the nature propofed was highly neceflary in Scotland, and he 
would give it his fupport whenever it was propofed ■, hefhowid 
however oppofe the p‘'c!'cnc Bill, in the hope thata la'vv Bill, is 
mentioned by the noble lord (lord Mulgravc), would be propos¬ 
ed, and to that he would give all the countenance in his power. 

, 'i“hc Earl if Derby fr.id, he could confidcr the noble lord s 
candour to be only apparent candour, becaufe fuppofe that 
the p:ci:.iit claufe were thtown out, it was poflible that the 
Other Bdi, which they talked of with a view' to Scotland, might 
be rcjc.;fcd, and that he thought extremely probable, as the 

• '|JC^»pte of Scotland and Wales did not approve of fuch a law. 
Hij( kird/hip faid, it was almofi time to enquire what was to 

., become of the famous argument about the prefervation of the 

- corn} like the pretended view to the prefervation of :he g.imc, 
it was wholly loll fight of! 

11. Lord faid, the noble carl had perhaps without 

perceiving it, made his objection mtSclT ftrongcr than he had 
put ithinifelf. If the people of Scotland and VV'ales did not 

• • approve of Aich a law, it was a good reafon for rejecting the 
-vdaufe, and for not cramming it down the throats of the 

•natives of thofe parts of the kingdom. 

The Earl of Derby declared, he could fee no propriety in 
> cramming the Bill dctvn the throats of the people of Scotland; 

lie could however fee fliil lei's in cramming it down his throat, 
'• who lived in Lancalhirc, a Bill, which was originally mtended 
fO anfwer the wtihes of the county of Mortulk. It might 
^riliit their convenience, but it did not meet with the approba- 
%ttoA of his part of the country. His lordAip, moreover, 
"(iqc,* ,, , - V ;■■■' £aid 
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faid, it was jiat the mere ^eftton (^locality, that he dl^e^led 
to ; he di (approved of the nil] in tots. 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, if there were doubts of carry¬ 
ing a Billy at prefent under confideration in another plac0, 
why neglefl the opportunity of doing good themfelres, when 
they had it in their power. The true argument in defence of 
the claufe was mifunderftood *, he did not wilh, that they 
ihou\d cram down their throats the partridges of Scotland, 
when they would not let the inhabitants of that part of the 
Itingdom, for fourteen days, have any of the partridges of 
England to cram down their throats. 

Marquis Townfend faid a few words againft the claufe, and 
in fupport of the Jlill. 

The Earl of Radnor wilhed to be informed if WaUs was 
not included m the words “ that part of the kingdom called 
England 

Lord Darnky faid a few words, and Lord ^hurlow dropped 
fomeanfwcr to Lord Radnor’s queRion. 

The Houfe divided-— 

l\'sn-contents - 26 > 

(intents - - - 14 

Majority againft the claufe i a 

I'he Bill was then read a third time, and pailed. 

SHADWSiZ.’S DIVORCE BILl. 

The Earl of Lauderdale faid, as he wifhed to remove the 
objections that on a former day had been urged againit the 
claufe, which he was deftrous (botild be introduced into this 
Bill, he would now move another claufe, that feemed to 
him to be fo modified as to obviate thofe obje^ions, and to in¬ 
clude the reftridtions then fuggefted. It flood now “ that fome 
provifion fhould be made, &c. &c. 

The claufe being read. 

Lord Mulgrave objected to its application in the particular 
cafe in queftion. His lordfhip faid, be tliought that fome pro- 
vifion fhould be made for unfortunate women in certain cafes, 
but could by no means admit that it ought to be adopted as a 
general principle, and enforced by legiflative coercion., The 
prefent cafe was clearly of a nature highly unfit to haveftny 
fuch provifion coerced nor was it at all necefiary to refiri« 
the generofity of the hufband who had behaved fo Jibcfldiy of 
•his own accord- , , ■ , i 

. The Earl of Lauderdale lamented that he bad fuqfi 
portcr, who approved the principle but obj^cd to tbejapplr- 

3 E a cation 

- ^ t 
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cation. The other day the noble lord’js obje^ion .was^ that 
the rtfiridtion was in the daufc; now», the objedion was, 
•that it \v;is omitted. He was firry to be fupported by a noble 
lord who blew hot and cold, and reafoned dirciftly differently 
on ode and the other fort of argument. 

^'i!count Sydney faid, that he knew little of the fubjeft *, he 
.feldom attended fuch cafe?, but he thought, from all that he had 
been able to colled in the debate and from what he had read, 
that no fuch claufe ought to be adopted, efjtecially in this cafe, 
and that the provifion fliould be wholly left to the generofity 
and compaffion of the hufband, w'ho ought not to be fub- 
ieded to any compulfory ad. He rejoiced to learn from 
lo high authority, what had fallen from the noble and learned 
lords, who exprefled a wilh that no fuch fubjeds fliould be 
difeuiTed in that Houfe, but that they fliould be left to the de- 
cifion of fome feparate jurifdidlion; thdt occafioned him 
chiefly to rife, bscaufe friendihip, connection, acquaintance, 
and partialiry would op‘'rate with their lordfliips, and he had 
. fecn Bills, to which perfons of connedions were parties 
treated in that Houfe very differently from other divorce bii!?, 
■v/hcie the parties were unknown. Such fubjeds might be 
expected to be much more impartially and temperately heard 
arid decided in the courts below. His lordfliip concluded 
with declaring, that he hoped the noble and learned lords 
would ferioafly turn their minds to the fubjed, and either 
tbisfeffion or the next, introduce a Bill upon it. 

. The Earl of Hurekvicke reminded the Houfs of the letter 
.which he had produced in the laft debate on the fubjed, iir 
•which letter, Mr. Shadwell of his own accord oflTered to fe- 
«ure tool, annuity to the ufe and fupport of Mrs. Shadwell. 
Hrs Jordfhip declared, he agreed with Lord Muigravc, that it 
.would be hard to reflrid his charity, and make that compulfury 
which ought to be matter of generofity. The earl faid, he 
coincided with the noble vifeount, in rejoicing to hear of an 
.intention to refer divorce bills to the courts below, and hoped 
the noble and learned lords would turn their thoughts to the 
fubjed. 

Lord Thur'o'iv faid, he would confine hlmfelf to theprinciple in 
a fi'wobferv.ttions, and would in the firif place, exprefs hitnielf as 
the unhle vifeount had done, and declare he wifhed fuch bills 
.■wfere te-erred to another jurifdidtion, where they wouldbcadjuft- 
vcd in a better manner. With regard to the eJaufe propofed, he 
objected to any fuch claufe on account of the general principle 
jlicJaid* down; nor coaid he hear with patience, of a fc- 
jnous propoial for its introdu<flioi\ and application in a c^e, of 
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all cithers the moft heinous, black and malignant, without aJle- 
vianon of any fort, or pollibility of recrimination, or complaint 
of ill ufage. Let their lordihips rt-colledl that if the annuity 
were made compulfory, it would doubtlefs be applied 
to the maintenance of the emigre^ who did the wrong to the 
injured hufband. Such claufes were, his lordihtp laid, un-. 
precedented and highly improper. Confider what ftatc their 
lord/hips would be in, if the claufc pafleJ ? Upon all divorce 
bills they mu(t go into an examination of tlie fortune and 
ability of the hufband to make a provifion. In criminal cafes, 
in a court of criminal jnrifdiclion, it was ufual to afeertain 
fuch facts, in order, in abatement or mitigation of a pecuniary 
penalty, to fee to what extent the party convicted was able 
or ought to bear a fine. If their lordfhips adopted fuch a 
principle as that propofed, they muft afeertain by evidence, 
what the fortune of the hufband wa.s; or they muft award a 
certain loofc fum, without any evidence at all, a matter evi¬ 
dently unjuft. If thev did go into the examination, it was to 
be guided as to the qunuium of the fine they fhould put upon 
the unfortunate huibind for having fuftained fo heavy a wrong 
The Earl of Durnley declared his opinion to b» in favour 
of the motion, not thinking the cafe a particular one. 

l.ord TValfingJiam differed in opinion from the noble and 
learned lord. This cafe, criminal as it was, did not, he faid, ap¬ 
pear to him to be fuch as to make all provifion for the wife un- 
necclfuv. The unfortunate woman was in lome cesrree art 
obiect of compaflioii as ihe had written hMters, that proved 
her exncme coiUrition. He hoped, therefore, that their 
lordfhips would not take any mcafuie that would make bad 
worfe; and if the claufe pafibd, he did not fee that there vths 
any ccL.rfion for the fort of examnution that the noble and 
learned lord alluded to- 


Lcrd Thurhiv in reply, licfircd to know how it was po^ble 
to afeertain what extent of provifion the hufband was to be 
made liable to, without examining Into hi<s circurnilances and 
ability to pay His lordfhip a.:ain faid that he objecled 
to the tlaufe as uunecclTury, as it dcpn\ed a Hhcral minded 
man from enjoying the pleaUng reflcwlion of his liberality, by 
compelJing him to do that whieti it wa.s hiv voluntary intention 
to do. In point of decency and juftice, he did not fee how 
there lordfhips could interfere, who ctrtjmly vverc nut ac¬ 
quainted with the extent of his property j and as to the unfor¬ 
tunate w'OTtian, t'heie was nothing in Iun opinion, could be 
offered for her in niiti^atioif. Her ronrriciufi however ftn^ 


t.ere,^was no articiids to her injured hulban j. 


The 
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The B{/hcp ^fRochJicr ftc could not fulBcIendycX" 
prefs his Jlirprife at bearing the meafure of a provifion in 
ivtth an atrocious cafe> defended upon the principles of juftice. 
Upon what principles of jufticc could they call upon a hufband 
to fijpport that woman, who had violated every principle of 
jufticc towards him? He had beard it faid» there were 
few cafes in which the woman ought not to be provided for; 
on the contrary, he could conceive but very few poflible cafes 
where Ihe fliould have any other reliance than on the pity and 
mercy of the man, who might not w'ifti to abandon to want the 
woman he had once loved and lived with as his wife. One cafe 
in which the v/ife ought to have provilion made for her, was 
the inftance of great cruelty and iiUufage of the wife on the 
piirt of the hufband, which might have forced her to feck fome 
other protestor, and abufe her hufband’s bed* What muft fuch 
a principle as the noble carPs motion produce? Would not 
the Houfe be called upon frequently for rewards of proftitution? 
He could conceive many cafes w'herc a provifion w'ould be 
timproperj for inftance, w^hen a worhan, by her divorce, would 
marry a man that could fupport her in great fplendour. In that 
cafe, was a par: of the late nufband's fortune to go to incrcafe 
that fplcndour r Or when (he went into what was called high 
keeping; was the injured huffcand's property or income to be 
diminifticd to fupport her in profligacy ? Their jordlhips would 
alfo remember, that they had had cafesbefore them where ladies 
of high rank have been guilty of adultery w’ith their menial fer- 
I'ants ; if they were to be entitled to fettlements upon divorce, 
w'hat was it but to hold forth rt wards to f^HiliGnsy See, to de- 
bjiuch their ladies. There had been cafes uated likcvvife where 
the ufage of the hufband had been pleaded in cxtenuaiion. In 
fuch cafes the proper remedy would be, to rtfufe him his bill of 
divorce j where, for inftance, decrepitude and age were linked 
with youth and beautv, the hufband ought to abide the event, 
for he ti >ok his wife with his eyes open to the confeqiiences. In 
the particular cafe before them, he faw nothing that could be ur- 
jged in mitigation: an old woman, having twelve children, took 
to her bed a fcoundreloi a French emigrant, who had been in¬ 
troduced into the family to inftrudt the children in French. 

- On ihcfe grounds he (hould oppofe the claufe, as holding; out 
a-bribe to incontinence. 

-f' The Earl of Lauderdale in reply to his learned friend (lord 
■^Tburlow) faid he had (een Bills with a preamble, dating, 
it was the hufband’s requeft to make Ibmc provifion for 
'■’■his Wife; hut what he rofe for principally was, to fay that 
he learned prelate was the hit man from whom he expedl- 
' c^’ to have heard fuch an argument. 'I'he learned prelate’s 

principal 
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principal oi>je£lion to the motion was,, bccaufe the unfortunate 
lady was advanced in years, and w’as at that time of life wlso* 
thofe corporeal enjoyments had ccafed, and when fhe coi^ 
only find comfort in a future if ate. This was the ftatc whida 
the reverend prelate had deferibed, in another place, in moft 
glowing language, and elegant terms. 'I'he lady certainly 
from her years, would be lefs prone to vice, and was the 
more likely, if kept from penury and* want, to become peni- 
tenr, and not join in thofe'revels, appropriated in profane 
biftory, to a peri’onage, with whom his lordfliip W'as not, fee 
prefumed, acquainted. 

'I'he Bijho^ of Rochefter in reply admitted, that the noble 
earl had rightly conceived his argument. It went to the fuft . 
extent of the noble earl’s reprefentation. The cafe of ill-ufage 
of the wife was the fingle cafe which he had mentioned as fit 
for a provifion under the claufe propofed. To penitence he 
was ready to give fuch a provifion as a fiate of penitence de- 
ferved. 

After further argument to prot'e the injufticc of taxing the 
income of a hufband, probably the produce of his perfonal la- 
duftry, from Lord Mulgrave,^ a divifion took place: 

Contents^ ~ — 

2 \^cn - Contents^ —- 

Mu'prity^ (agairift the claufe,) 

Atljourncd. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS- 

Friday, March ii. 

Sir y. Iloneywaod's eftate bill was read a third time, and 
pafll'd. 

An account of negroes imported into the ifland of Jamaica 
was moved for, and ordered. 

EURtJLARIES .VND HIGHWAY ROBBERIES. 

Mr. yeddrcH rofe, purfuant to the notice he had given to the 
Houfe on a former day, to move for leave to bring in a bill to 
increafe trie punilhment inflidted by law in cafes of burgjaty 
and highway robbery. Thofe crimes, he faid, had of late oh- 
vioufly increaied to an alarming degiee, and, confequencly, it 
becamc.a duty of the Icgiflature to take fome means ta'cht»:k 
this growing evil. In the plan which he fhould fubmit tp tfie 
Houle for tiiat purpofe, he had taken the adt of the 25th Gipp. 
II. cap 4 37, loichis model; the Houfe would,recolledl,thpt the 
of that ad* was more cffedlually to prevent ihc horrid 

crime 


9 
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crime of murder. The principal provifions in that a£l were,’ 
that the perfon convidled fhould be executed the next day but 
one after his conviction, except that ftiouldrhappen to be Sun¬ 
day, and, in that cafe, on the Monday following: and, that 
after execution, the body of the criminal fhould be given for 
dtAeiSfion. The firll part of this adf, viz. that which ordains 
a fpeedy execution, he did not think neceflary to adopt in the 
bill which he fhould prbpofe to the Houfe; becaufe, though 
he wifhed to increafe the punifhmcnt in cafes of burglary and 
highway robbery, yet he wifhed ro preferve a difcfiminattng 
line between them and murder; but the next claufe, viz. that 
which enacis, that the body fhall be given to the furgeons for 
* diffedbion, appeared to hint to be one which might, with great 
propriety, be applied in the two crimes to which he had aU 
luded. By another claufe in the 25th Geo. JI. the perfon con¬ 
victed of murder was to be kept, from the time of conviction 
611 execution, upon bread and water: this was a feverity which 
be did not fee tlie neccility of adopting ; for nothing could be 
further from his principles than to introduce more feverity than 
the urgent neceffity of the cafe called for. 7 'he regulation he 
fuggeited was rrot, he faid, unknown to the law, as a ftaturc 
of Henry Vlll. enadkd, that the bodies of four felons exe¬ 
cuted fboulu be fent to furgeons hall for difledtion. Hence 
it was not unknown to our law to fuperadd this circumffance 
to the punifhmci»t of ofFcnces lefs than murder. He had fpoken 
of this bill to lord Kenyon and the late lord chief b.aron Skin- 
»er, who both feemed to approve of it: nor had he heard of 
any kind of objediion to it, but that it would confound the pu- 
niikment of murder with IcCcr cfFences, and thereby render that 
pre-e^^ent dime more common; 7 'his he did not believe, 
asthiai&cumftanc'e was only a fecondary confequeii, e, which 
tbofe who were fo abandoned as to difregard litc would not 
confidcr. lie hoped that by this increafe of punifhmcnt, the 
•crimes,.Df burglary and murder might be in feme degree dimi- 
nifhed; he coafeil'ed, however, be had another object in view 
by this Bill, viz, to cheek a practice which he feared had 
gained ground much of late, and which loudly called for fomo 
icmpdv--he meant that of ftealing bodies out of church-ysrds. 
The Houle were not, he believed, aware of the extent to which 
' that infamous pradtice prevailed ; he had made very particular 
inquiries about it, and he found that it exceeded atmoft all be¬ 
lief. If-the bodies of perfens convicted of burglary and high- 
■Miay robberies were given for dilTedtion, it would at ail eveius 
ditninifh the ncccfliiy of robbing church-yards, and moft' pw- 
bably check the pradtice. He^concludcd by moving-for kave 

^ to 
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to, bring in a bill for the purpofe of anatomizing felons execute^ 
for bursary and highway robbery. 

Mr. Buxton iecunded the motion, Amply on the ground that!* 
by mcrcafing the materials for difledion, it was likely to pro¬ 
mote improvements in furgery. ’ 

Mr. Francis faid, that when this fubje£l was firft mentioned- 
to him, he was led to believe that anatomical improvemtiijiCw^ 
the principal inftead of the fecondary objeiSl of the bonourab^i 
gentleman. However, if the meafurc was likely to be attended^ 
by moral improvement alfo in diminifhlng the number ofbur* 
glaries and highway robberies, a very important addition^" 
advantage would certainly be obtained. There might be ferioua 
doubts entertained as to the general principle of the bill, lefl, 
by extending to other offences thefe aggravated penalties, whicb 
the law now affixed exclufively to the crime of murder, that 
impreffion of horror which nature, co-operating with legifla- 
tive provifions, had implanted in the human breaft againft a 
crime fo atrocious and deteflable, might in fome degree b® 
abated and diminilbed. In this view it might, perhaps, bd 
deemed inexpedient to add to the feverity of our laws j but 
though he would not recommend additional punifhment to the 
latitude at prefent propofed, he thought they might fairly be 
applied to thofe offences which came neareft to the guilt of 
murder. Of this defeription were thofe inhuman robberies, 
were the offenders, who, not content with taking the property 
of their fellow fubjects, juft ftopping (hort of murder, cxcrcifed 
wanton cruelties by maiming and wounding thofe whom they 
plundered. Another fpecies of crimes were thofe no£iurmd. 
depredations, in which men were deprived of their ufual cou¬ 
rage and means of defence, and were, during the procefS of 
the burglaries which they witneffed, expofed at the lame time 
to terrors worfe almoft than death itfelf. In cafes like thefe, 
where the offenders had not the fame excufes, if, indeed, ex- 
cufes could be admitted, and certainly had none of therilk of 
common highwaymen, he fliould not objcdl to tlieir being 
fubjcdl to thofe penalties, even after death, which the law ac 
prefent referved for murderers. He fltould at the fame time 
wifh to exempt from thefe I’everities, burglaries which wer? 
not attended with aggravating circumftanccs. 

Mr. Serjeant Adtiir laid, he felt great IktisfaAion in hap¬ 
pening to be down at that early hour to hear the unexprtSci 
propofal made by the learned gentleman, and give it his direft 
t^pofition, even in the very firft ftage, hoping that the Htwjfe 
would not permit it to auvancp into another. It was muchto-be 
lamented that there fliould be AifTered to cxift in the cfidtihal 
* Vol,. III. I7tj6. 3F laws 
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law.$ofthis kiiigdoiTiy anv thing which could operate as a de> 
dui^ion from that general admiration which our judicial code 
Was othcrwife entitled to receive. Unhappily, however. in- 
^iialitics did cxifl in the claiTes and dehnitions of crimes* 
by which the feycral penalties were attached to fpecies of 
offence infinitely lefs obnoxious in every moral view'^an 
imany others which were punifhed in a much flighter manner. 
This had been obfervtd by all vcrfant with the criminal juftice 
pf the country in its application and pradlice, and bad been 
confidered as a manifeft defeft in our criminal code; but were 
gentlemen aware of the extent that was given to the definition 
of this kind of burglary ? Were they aware that a ragged 
boy who pafled the moft populous ftreet in the meiropolis after 
fonfet, which was at four o’clock on the twenty-firft of De¬ 
cember, and who taking out a pane of glafs with his knife, 
and with a wire drawing out two pennyworth ofriblx>n, or a 
pair of garters, was guilty of the crime of burglary, and muff 
receive fcntcnce of death ? Was the perfon who took a few 
fliillings, without committing any violence, to be compared to 
the nocturnal way-laying mutderer ? Were the obvious mo- 
i^l diffindtions of thclc crimes to be confounded and held forth 
to the people, as meriting the fame feverity of punilhmenti 
Surely the humanity of our nature, and the moderation of our 
laws, could not fully approve of fuch an offence as he had 
ftated being puniflied with the forfeiture of life, without in- 
ffidting thofe farther penalties which experience had fhewn to 
impreft the mind with horror almoff inconceivable. In truth, 
“diCcohiplcxionof our criminal laws was already too fangui- 
nary and feycrc. The punifliment of the torture had been 
Ibng baniflied from this country, and God forbid that it 
&ouId ever be revived. Since that time we had little more than 
the penalty of death to infiifl upon ofFeuces the moff foul and 
Aagitious, and it was a painful refledtion to think that it was 
not entirely referved for murder and high treafon, but alio 
infltdied on offences which bad no comparative enormity. 

'He was far from wilhingto juftify, or even to palliate, any 
breach whatever of the law; he could not for a moment, how¬ 
ever, lofe fight of the dillindtion to be made between the 
nran whom diftrefs obliges him to go out into the highway, 
and, without any attempt or defign upon the life of the pqrfon 
ipvhom he met with, demands and receives a few {hillings, 
which are no objeiS whatever to him from whom he takes it. 
He could not but diftinguifh between fuch a man and the 
ch^rdly nocturual aflaflm, who, without any immediate riflC 
imt xilows of, lieslh wait to ffart 


upon his 


The 
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• 'The law had fet up, on the irripulfe of God and nature 
this barrier between murder and all other crimes, and that 
Icgiflature would, “in his opinion, aft moft unwifely, which 
fhiratd be induced on any account to remove it. The moft 
lhatcbuld be expefted from it, and even that muft be cx- 
tremeljf uncertain, was that they might have fewer burglaries 
and highway robberies, but would have more numerous mur¬ 
ders. Amidft the dreadful mallacres and aflaffinatibns with 
which the neighbouring nations were accufed, it was the juft 
and honourable boaft of England, that murder was here left 
frequent than in any other country. Let them therefore bd 
cautious how they would deftroy, or even confound tnofc im- 
preffions, prejudices, and terrors, which ftparaicd murder 
in its confequences, as in its nature, from every othei crime. 
As to the effeft which fuch mcafures might have in the im¬ 
provement of anatomy, it bore no proportion to the impor¬ 
tance of other confiderations, nor would theprovifion of this 
Bill, he believed, furnifh all the fupplie.s for which the fur-, 
geons might have occafion. Nor was.hc fuch an enthufiaft 
for the promotion of the feience of anatomy as to advance it at 
furh a price, and by fuch means. He hoped the Bill vyould 
not be fuffered to go into another ftage; but (hculd it fo pro¬ 
ceed, hv would take another opportunity of expre^ng himfelf 
more at large upon it. , 

'I'he Attorney General had not knpwp th^ilt 

the fubjeft of the Bill moyaPP ^Pp^Pl ^ave beep ,agita .^'4 
that day, had he been apMip^^ 3 pra|^inotinn was to baivi^ 
come on, he fhould among thoft vvh,9 

were at the head of his who werp Oafe^ .'tq 

have approved of th'S meafure.' ^ffj Rowever, thcy.h^d .ertitei!- 
tained that opinion with any degree of confidence, he thought 
it probable that this bufinefs would have come forward/iq 9 
difterent way. Death was in his opinion, atleaftq. fufficient 
punifhment for any crime ; and he a!fo thought that confoiymd- 
ing puniftiments muft neceflarily confound, crimes’, bccaufe 
all diftinftion in guilt was taken away. The crime of mur« 
tier, certainly the moft dreadful of all others, alone appear^^ 
to him to call for the extraordinary punilhment of difleftion'j 
and it certainly muft take away patt of the horror of th^t 
crime, to put it on a level with others of fo inferior a natuti 
as had been alluded to j and therefore he concurred entirely lyitfi 
the learned ferjeant who, by a long, an able, and humane admlh^ 
tration of the criminal law, had deferved the warmeft thanks .of 
hte country. It might be (aid, that the obfcrvation^ -b^ 

learned ferjeant with regard to the defcriptlon of crimes com- 

3 !■' 2 prilcd 
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grifed und^r the name of burglary was rather an argument 
Agairiftthe law upon that fubjedl, than againft this fiil!; but 
ft [hould be recollected, that all thole imperfections in the cri^ 
filial law were in a great degree corrcdlcd and remedied^by 
the merciful manner in which they were adir.iniftcred. If, 
however, he bad no other objediion agairtft the motion, its 
tendency to increafe the crinicof murder, by rendering it almofl: 
immateiia), whether a man in the comml/Iion of a butglary, 
added murder to it, was fufScient to induce him to give it his 
oppbfition. 

Mr. objected to the Bill, and faid, the point in which 
hi5i oppofition to the pvopofed Billrcfled wus, that it annihilated 
the diftinition between murder and other crimes, which was 
fo pflcntlalto inTpire juft impreifions of guilt, Mr, Fox faid, he 
wlfhod barely to mention, thnt in his opinion it would be a 
happy thing for the hoiiour of this country, and the fccurity 
of indlvidujils, w'henever Mr. Serjeant Adair and the Attor¬ 
ney general ftiould devote forne part of their time to a levifion 
and amendment of the criminal code of the kingdom which 
was fo juftiy complained of. 

Mr.alfb oppofed the Bill, and faid, he thought 
that when the penalties of crimes were confounded in the 

9 


manner prqpofcd, criminals might be induced fometimes to 
commit murders, whicli they would^ot otherwife have done, 
it} order to efcape detc^Sion. 

General laid thought, that fome additional pre¬ 

vention of highway robbffy ^as nc-ceflary j where men wan¬ 
tonly fired in a coach, and a palTenger before they 

committed the rgbbjfry^.^^ey fhoiildhe puniftied as murderers, 
though he coukl* hat wgrej? to the Bill in the utmoft extent to 
which it was carried. 

Mr. A oppofed it, as tciiding to confound 

tftajJiftin^iions of 'enmes. 

1^* thought it would cncreafc murder, without 

dimi^'ifhing the number of felonies and burglaries. 

yo^rtil f\nd that he would not pufh the fubje£^, fince 
the ienfe of the Houfe feemed to be againft his motion. He 
had acted from thenioft confeientious motives of duty, but he 
hoped that the learned gentlemen who had oppofed him would 
direct their attention to remedy the defedfs of which they 
complained,.and to meet the alarming evil he had ftated to 
ejeift. , * 

■ motion was reic< 3 :cd without a divifion. 

■^'^^^gaiafl4ge was received from the lord;-, ftatuig that they 

an act for empowering lord 'I'cmple and lady Ann 

BVidges, 


i 
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Biiiiges, to make the proper fettlemeats, though miiiois, und 
agreed to various private ads. 

GAME LAWS. 


Mr. Curwen^ purfuant to the order of the Day, moved f<Vr 
the Speaker's leaving the Chair, for the Houfe to rcfdlvc itfcif 
into a Committee on the game laws, 

Mr. oppofed this motion. His main purport was 

to (hew, that if after the example of France^ we coiiftnted to 
refign any of thofe feudal or other rights traiifmitted to us hy 
the laws of our anceftors, there was po point at v/hich cou- 
ceflion ought to (top; and the confeqiicnCc mufl: be a gra¬ 
dual, if not an immediate abolition of all privileges, and a dift- 
folutlon of all property. Whatever theoietical hardfhips 
might bethought to exift from the rigour of the game laws, 
they had no pradlical exiftcncc from the ir.ildncfs of their 
adminiiliation; and, however fome gentlemen might wifh to 
reprefent them, tl)c people, if treated with any degree of 
attention by their fuperiors, vi'ere notin the Icaft difpofed to. 
envy them the pofl’ellion of their amuferaents. 

Mr. Biixten cenfured the pradice of cbnftantiy’ holding rut 
the example of France as a warning againfll every idea of-ini- 
pro vement ; that fort of argument would gp further to prevt nt 
the edrredtion of abufes as long as France had any exig¬ 
ence. It was by no means to be wondered at that the game 
laws in France (hould have been amohgit the ftrli objecls of ‘ 
reform; during his refidcncc in that Country he had feCn many 
men fent to peijwttual (lavery .in the galiies for the ciiormous ’ 
offence of having dared to kill a partridge. 

Mr. fix faid, though he profelled himfelf an adyocafe' 
rational liberty, he could not fee without diftriiU, lhkt*il^^ 
raufc of libertv, and relief from oppreilion, were fo often 
made the pretence fir motions, the real objtdt. of lyhich, he 
feared to be, the fubvcrfion of all rights, and of the Britilll 
conftitution. He never liked France at any period of his 
life, and at this time he detefted it. Every thing, thcrfcfoic," 
which refemhlcd the commencement of revolution there, muft 
meet with his oppofition. The game in France might pdf- 
fibly have been too rigoroufly protcdled, and it was at the 
time of the revolution, he bcdievcd, exceedingly abundant. 
'I'hat, however, as well as the other encroachments upon 
feudal rights, was the fignal of that general fpoliation wh'Cly 
foot! after enfued. When this mcafurc had been fii fl: pro.-' 
pofedy there ,wa.s nor, he obferved, a word fpokcii of th? 
rights of men; but us Toon as a difpofuion was mariifcftcj iii 

“ the 
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the Houfv: to accede in part to the propofal, the languace im¬ 
mediately afl'mned a bolder tone. As to the idea or making 
game the propertj'of land-owners, he treated it as nugatory; 
as it was nut the quality of game to fix a reiidcnce on any one 
man’s lup.d more than another’s. 

Mr. fald, he could-Ijut condemn the difingenuous 

manner in which this fubjedl was treated, as ifall abufes were 
cvfcoilrfe crititlccl to continue for no other rcafon than from 


their Jong continuance, and as ll oppreflion could npt poilibly 
bo removed without a pofiiive dehgn of copying the French, 
revolution. With refpe£f to game being made property, he 
fkw nothing more extraordinary in that than in the property 
in fifh, or' pigeons, or mbbits. They all had loco-motive 
potperttes to remove from one place to ,another. A hare 
Cduld run, and fo alfo could a rabbit. A partridge could fly,, 
and fo alfo could a pigeon. A fifh had the power of fwim- 
ming, without being fufp.£led of any particular attachment 
to the proprietor of that part of thi? river in which it might be 
found; 

Sir "John Reus Was againil the motion, and Mr, OurWen 
replied, afier which the rloufc divided— 

(for the Speaker's leaving the chair) , 36 i 

■'>w, ' ' .;v . 27 


Meyoriiy^ , . 9 

• The Houfe then went into a committee, Mr* BradyII ire 
the chair^ when Mr. .Cufwen oiovcd a refointion—“ That 
iti ife the ojjioion of this commift?^, -the cxifting game; 
laws are Oj^iteflive in their operation?, and inadequate to riio. 
ohjefts-for which they were intended.” 

Mr. y. Haitikius Srojvn^ though ifricndly to the mcafure, 
which was intended, could' not acquiefee in the propofed. 
refolmion,*'whfch would,' without any nc^eflity for lo doing, 
induce the committee-to adopt an abflradi propofition, 

Mr. obfcrved," that his honourable txiend had been very 
uiifairly dealt with bn tlns^ queftior. He. bad firft brought- 
in a Bill for the regulation of the game laws, when the Houfe 
advifed him to abandon that mode and difculs them in a com- 
mittee. To that propofition he badall^ttd, and now be was 
informed that this w'a5..not the time for ciifcufSon. He recom¬ 
mended his honourable Iriend therefore to withdraw the. re(b- 
liitten hnd proceed upon his, crigi11.1l plan, by bringing ja.a^ 
JBitl- and Jjaffihg it through the ftages in a regular way,', ..c. ■. 

6’yrrwpw then confented to withdraw it, and. 

“ That the chairman be diicdkd to move for It^v; tja$bQjRS>dri 

a Bill 
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aBilif tortpalceit^inof the exifting game laws,” whichtife- 
ing agreed CO, the Houfe refuijted. 

.SLAVE TRADE. 

Mr. Wilherforce ftatcd his regret that the Hlnels of Mr. _ 
Dundas would prevent his attendance at the difeuiEon of the 
report of the Bill for the abolition of the {lave trade 'which 
{food on the order for Monday the fourteenth inflant. , He was 
cxcMdingly willing that the right honourable gentleman 
{hould have an opportunity of aElHring at the debate,-.but -at' 
the fame time could not confent to any thing which might, 
endanger the pa fling of the Bill before the Eafter recefs, IclV 
any thing fltould happen which might caufe it to be deferred 
to another feflion. He muft alfj coofider, that there would 
be the fame opportunity for difeuffion on the third reading of 
the Bill. He would, however, agree to let the report ftand 
over for Tuefday the fifteenth inftatd, hnd moved for. the 
order by which it flood for Monday to be difeharged, which 
was agreed to. ' 

On the quedion for the report being taken into .confidera- 
tion on Tuefday the fifteenth, \ 

Mr. Ttent thought the right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Dundas,) of whom be fpolce in the kinded terms, would not 
be treated with indulgence, nor ev^cn candour, if there were 
not a longer delay. Many gentlemen had not oppofed ^e 
Bill in its lad dage, hoping; that Mr. Dundas would be re-4> 
covered, and attend in his place bn the report.; whep, 
opening the eyes of the Houfe to the dedru^ive coni^quenqcj 
of the abtdition, it would meet with an effetftual oppofttion,, 
There was another ground upon which hs, would pppofe con- 
fidering the report on Tuefda^, and that was, his det^mina- 
tion of taking every opportunity of oppofing the Bill in all its 
fiages, whether regular or incidental.'■ 

After fome further converfation, the Houfe divided on this 
queftion, when there being only twenty-two members prefentt, 
the Houfe, of courfc, adjourned! to Monday. ^ 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, March 14* ; ^ ^ 

Counfel was heard in an appeal from Scotland, in whkh 
Edward'Ommanv, Efq< and others were appellants^ and Mif$« I 
Lydia Mariana Douglas and others refpondents.-^Ordered 
to brbceed.' .,i. > r - 

•'ftcad 'thd Bills on the cable, and adjourned. 

' ’ ' HOUSE 



4C.S WOODfALl S P \RU UIINTARV RFPORTS [6 ummoiii. 

HOUSE OE COMMONS. 

Monday, Maitk 14^ 

Crofsford Bridge Road Bill, <u)d Bcecles and Deal paving 
B<Uc, were read a third tune and pafled. 

A meffiigr \v i> received from tlie f.ords, informing the 
Houfr thax they hud ngreed to the Bill for alteting the coni> 
mencement of the Shooting Seafon, and to vanoiib ptivate 

Bill-. 

SI\vF TRADE ABOLiriOV, 

Kir. JFilbi'Joru moved, that the rcpoit of the Have trade 
aboliooii Bill Humid be taken into confidcration on I'ucfday 
the fifteenth mil int. 

Gencial (S'/r//a ob)e£led to the motion, ?s he underftood 
A rght honourable g ntleman (Mi. Dundas) could not 
attend, who was dce.dbdly nverfe to the tnat^ment of fuch 
a mcafurc. 

Tbe Chancrllot efthe Exchequer faid, that the right honour¬ 
able gentleman alluded to, was unavoidably prevented by in- 
diipofition, hom ^tending mhls place the next dayj but ho 
was abfe to fay fw him, that be wifhcd nbt to delay the con- 
lideraiion of the report j antf meant to ftitc his objections on 
the thud reading of the Bill. 

Ml.wiwed then to take the fiufc of the Houfe 
Ail or n< t the teport fhoulJ be Cdti£der«dl the next day. 

he Qiametkr ef the Exchfquar (Ati, jhat jf'the honourable 
gentleman wantec, by fuch oppofition, to defeat the piffing 
•fthe Bill, it he meant, by thinking be had the maj'ority on 
hsfidc, from the thinnefs of the noufe, to 0,, de the pi0- 
grefs of the Bill, he would find himftirdifap^o.ntcd, as his 
honoutabJe friend (Mr. Wilberforce) could at in) time move 
for the confidcratton.of the report, fltould the motion of the 
next d ly be negatived. 

* The Iloufc then divided, and fl. juuiibcrs were, for the 
motiL... 

s _ 
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* Mr Cui^toen taovtif ihatjt bean iiiOiuClionfo the gdfta 
tlcnifii who 4ie appointed to prepare, and bring in, a Bdl fod 
* the repeal ofcertam laws made fof the prtfwvatieii 

that 
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tfmt thef make provifion in the faid 0iU for altering and 
amending fovdral ofoer of the faid Jaws» f)|(d for eftabltfoing 
certain other regulations for prefervation tjPfoe game* 


TAX ON OOQS. 


Mr. Pent moved, that tbt foveral petftioos to foe 

Houfe in foe prefent fofoon, praying for a tfot on dc^, be 
read; and foe petitions being aceordtoglv read, jMr. Oent 
moved, and the faid petitions be refettea to a oofomifoBe of 
the whole Houfe on Thurfday foe feventtenfo. The ontian 
was agreed so, &c. 

CJTY MltlTIA. 

The Bill for the reducing two of foe two laft ttBiesM 
into one, for ordering the m^ia of foe dty, and for regulat¬ 
ing train bands in the fame, was (on the motion of Sir Wat- 
kin Lewes) read a focond time^ and commitcee for Monday 
the twenty-firft. 

SCARCITY OF (x>ieir. 


Mr. Lechmere rofe to give notice of a motion ufoicih he 
on fome future day Intended to fubmit : be m(;»nt to alk for 
returns of all foe exportafoms of edtn which took jdace in 
the years 1776 and 1777, (foe botmftof the Ameri^ war,) 
and in 1794 and 17751 frota ports of Hampii&e and 


-__ 1775, froan foe ^-- 

Sullex, and partidilarly foom foe port Of Southampton. If 
minifters meant to ofa^ to foe proidt^On of foe papera, he 
would make a formal motion for thieir beii^ fobmittM. 1^ 
was warranted^ irom good authority, to lay, chat a great 
deal of corn was font out foe Coontry foom foe faid porfo^ 
and feme reguiatkm ought to be adopted to prevent fodh 
praflicc. ' 

SIAVC TRAoi. 

General Tarlitete prefeoted t«m| petitibna, (foe froai the 
corporation, and aoofoer from foe mhabitaots of Livetwol# 
againlt the Bijl!l before foe Hcmfo fofc ifooUfodog the flave 
trade. ^ 

- MAtOOKS. ,1 , * 

» General wUhed, on acconatflf foe''ah&nt 0 t ikf vt 

‘Mr.Dundas, to difohai^ his motion whilfo flood for / 
day (refoefling theofoae of carrying op foe war in foe ifoafol ' 
of Jamaica agaio6 foe marOoASi) it for TiidShiy foO' 

foventeenfo. 

The motioo was then for TueUday thv twfoty-focond > 
hmaat. • 4 

Vo]t*IU. 1796^ 3© 
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WASTfi tAtf 99 . 

Tte commitiiMiot of thf Wiiflb liktid Indofurs 

fitU m», on the moticin Slr^lm $incl<itr> dilbbarged and 
fix«d for ifnday the 

Mr. Jfy&r mimd Ibr^leave tdltniag h u bU] f(W amending 
the late aa ^ granting a <» fofc^n COCA I ^ an¬ 

other h» malchtg the pocit w Sicsithorottgli* in the ijland of 

Toba^ 8 free poet* Xhe «Mtio|u«Ms agreed to* 
Adfoamed. 


' f HOt 78 E OF LORDS. 

? 

TvySPAV, fi^brch 15. 

Heard eomdel on the Scotch appeal ^ and after goln^ 
^<wgh cbe ofual rondne of receiviag Bills frcun thl 
Commons^ and raiding the Bills on the t^O) the Houfe ad¬ 
journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Tvcsoay, Mftrch j!%, 

Ba^ Ind*fiite,-Wd WolwtdwiPHpton BS 1 « vere 

read a aiM paBed- 

Mr. Ryiiet moved for JhatO’to bring in a Bill of Ztidenmity 
Hiw the expoDtoiCtcm of roeb anted. 

The American l^rciiam BiB lev oommitaedf-^iirhen ^Ij 
B yder ad^ a cl^fe to iiiab« 9 tiy ahsiarion U neceffity re- 
TIMj report nm then bri»rghi^up and rcceiv.’d. 

The Bis ft»r preventsogftasdajn riieoneafurement of coaU 
trithhi the city and hhecries t>f WefltnMnfttif was read a fecond 
and ormnad to be*tn’iTately coaimitted. 

T^e Indemnity BiHtt^ the T# Adi was committed, and 
jNriMrmd with amendmeats* 

Mf. Yuoved for leave to bring in a Bill for the 

batter preforvai^ of g^tme in Scotland. . 


VavE YRA»8 - 


to 


mk» 0 n rmH< «b* otriis 
into tmnteiujim rifo report or fop qoi 


Bill fivalfoliilriajgfoe A^rh^ .. 

being put, 

Sir Wiikf»t Nwflif ford* he dhlafit intend b> have anfibred hi 
opinion 10 that Raj 
ttil he had beard I 
found it^ however. 






infWt to 
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B for jhhf) to Iqt it ^Die ^a«M>lo added 
5 , 0 (d ^ ^ ri(tk^% the 



pfevaii^ in tnry t& g^iemen to 

fittilt at die lii)Clith«W|nld told pro* 

noufice the procedtiiv to 1i*h •^totoltod toSth the mm M,^cant 
degree of injuftiee. ‘‘ Hpto edi^ iStMs HoMie redetocilo l||r idea 
of a Biii pa$Tig into a hiry t#ikh ato^ifdd Oom^ 

ttittting crimes in the Weft Indtea heiilg tried ika die tovt/ty of 
Middlefea. The mtoheift the BiH that fhftato he qiiOft 
jconfider his oroeettv^ as a Weft India planter^ facrilktat to 


fated thequeftion of the Slave Ttadh* Be beg^ Matlemea 
would ferioafly CQaTidet what went itoe provifions Whrcib they 
were called upon to eoaift by ^s and what were the 
means by wht^ thofe ptovitons weto ^ be carried imp exc> 
cution ? In the firft plitothi in order to facilitate projecutions 
wilder this adl, the Weft indie# mv to be taken to be in the 
county of Middlelea; and dtorvfotoi in every pr<9(fei;#tion» the 
caufe muft he tried at 4ftande from die reft- 

dence of thep’tinMrti; clil|r "^ufl mm into Engtadd^ and 
leave all their concerns to defbjhd mmy pgofeoHti^ tliis, in 
treated to hntiio be d ipoft ialplfirable hiudftip •, but 
there was another ftiti gaeatef^ vhii the penalty totooihd for 
toe viotMion dfdd# ndsifl ' 

traxirportatidn to iBtohay i lay. tids 

ft 
to 




4§fr kimMtibe Booto to 
fider what muft be # lentoftjto to that cif 

fourteen y&tn fran^tottoiion to iMtoiy Bays ^ tor Aeniktoen of 
education, of raidt m ioeint^ uf todtftied ton^ra^ dpd of 
ejttonftve €(pi#M^ns t theloweft, 

meaneft, and ipoft abanidnitito t/f «atofttod> It would ahB 




'Mient} ami ibe totons^iheyitod^^Of'dotbi; % iivto <hy 
ravlAji a potion tit their wases to toftotod#<.#0 
§r<m^ stoicb they let out to the piahtots tor^htr#* i^ahh had 
toben the progrelh of our btuO’Coto: hoy# imd who 

had gofte out to the Weft indtesi but fuob| if this Bill paftedy 
would he toeh pr^i efa no looger* BeneefntpKud tor plaittlr 
weedd be tohieiB to the pca^tie# of the &U yriftiout wy 

Ouitot 
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Iharc in the offence. With hi?fi ipouid thtimuf prohandt^ 

fmee itpon the inUicious inf^^^ion of any ovie^cer, who 
might be deteflecl in imjforting f^es for his own advantage, 
he might remove the wlioJe weight bf the, tranfgrcfSon, and 
Iwear that it done with the connivance of his mailer, 
and as it might be difficult at ail times bj oountcradl: the 
evidence of the overfeer, he v^ld befu!t^e6l to the charge 
of felony^ and incur >(^ -;yenifiity of iranfportation. This 
would be the refuit, and evtJ'y gentkman of charaSer and 
fortune be .liable to lofe bis repumtion, to fufficr in his 
eflate, andrhe feparated from his wife, his children, his 
country, and his deareft conne<aions, Kor would the in- 
terefts-of the Weft Indies be injured only, , but the interefts 
of this country,-, which he was afiiamcd to call the .mother 
country, fmee, by this bill, it had already forfeited that appel- 
iatiun, would be injured with them. The bill might, with 
propriety, be called a bill of general jfbraclofure. Every mort¬ 
gagee in this country^ upon Wcftlodia eftates, would have the 
whole of his fecurity withdrawn.. Was this the return for the 
ferview of the Weft India ^danters in the prefcnt war? W as 
this the gratitude for their exertions? - For them, who, when 
the righthonour2d>legentleman (Mr.i .Pitt} ^od them if they 
were willing to make a temporary facrifice c^- property, readily 
confented, and immediately raifed 3,000 black men "to adi as 
pioneers ar.d fave the health of the army? Hewifhed when 
gentlemen brought forward this BUI, upon tliefcore of juftice 
and humanity, that they had include a little juftice and hu¬ 
manity towaidi? the planters within the. pale of their benevo- 
iCE»ce. He wi&cd them to remember what had been the con- 
. duel of the colonics. ,He<auld hot but ranember it, for he 
bad relations there that had.uniformly afled with loyalty and 
courage. He had a nephew^ who, at the head of fbroe black 
iroppS} bad been fightingfor territory in the ifland of Guada- 
ioupc, and be bopc.d,to he„reftoi’ed to his eftates. What did 
■ his.ejgjeiSatfons with m,any others amount to, if the prefeut 
B.d! pmSd ? After having been dilpoffeiTed of his property, 
, afeet’ encthhr^ing..dangex and fatigue, and baautrding his liite 
fus recover thhat he had loft, after .beccmuhg a party in bor¬ 
rowing the loan of f.)|5.0Q,oool. advarjced to the fulFerers by 
thiscouhh’yj he. was to be byrdened with a debt which he 
could never hope to discharge, and w'as to be numbered, per¬ 
haps, in.the general .exile fre^rn Great Britain. As to the Bill 
itfeJf, it was problematical as to the means of putting the 
claufes into execution } it was problematical as to the manner 
of executing them j for while it affe^led humanity, it would 
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be the caufe of themoft Rocking: HoodiKed and bortrorson the 
coaft cf Africa, as the flaves wotiUd^K? put to itwmedtatc death, 
if the commerce was fuddenly t» ccafc. He hoped the Houfe 
would weigh this, and He hoped the Houfe woutld'pay fonie 
refped to the trading intereft of London, Liverpool, 
and <Blafgow, whi«^ would he ultimately rinned if this Bill 
paficd into a law. Since philaOthfop'y vt^&s the caufe of the 
Bill, he wifhed fome philanthropy we're extended towards the 
planters. He owned, indeed, that'ahen he urged, this, he 
did not detach it from perfonal views, but be nevcrrhelefe 
trufted that in fo doing he did noturgue in a manner tinfuitahle 
to the general occafion. 

General Smith prefaced his ohfervations on the bill, wnth 
ftating, that he had no property in the Weft Indies, jior h:jd 
he any friends or connexions there to influence the part he 
took, but he fhould he wanting in his duty to himfelf and to 
the country, if1je did not meet it openly,' however unpopular 
his opinions of the abolition might be, or 'htiwever fu^tsft to 
calumny. He then defired the a6t. of the 9th of queen Anne 
to be read, to fhew what the proceedings oil' parliament were 
in 1709 and 1710, and compare'them with the prefent. If 
the right honourable gentiemanoppofite (Mr. Pitt) had bwn 
for the continuation 5 f the Have trade, the whole Houfe would 
have rung with the injuftice of this bill, hut that right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman had faid that rm coiifjderation of policy 
ought to weigh with humanity. He admitted the jM'eamble ^ 
the bill to be true, but then it was true one hundred years ago 
as well as at this time, and' yet the Pathatnent at that time 
gave the preference to the policy of the meafure, and by th^' 
mcams encouraged our trade, our commi^e,and our feipping. 
We were grown wifer than our anceftors, and now we 
that they were wrong in the principle upon which they a&d, 
although we feel the good effeils of their -proceedings ; liar 
who would prelume to fay, that it was hot owingft> ihofe wife 
regulations he had juft referred to, that cur comrherce was at 
prefent fo extended t If the honourable gentleman who intro¬ 
duced this bill had faid, that it Was to preitent the estivation, 
of new grounds, he would have faid tife truth. How different 
then was fuch a proceeding to the procostfing in tyo9-KS, 
.when 103,0001. was given, to do.wh^? to cuftivafe new 
grounds and encourage the importation of negroes for that pur- 
pofe. How did it claflj alfo with the proceedings oh a lafe 
occafion, when 1,500,000!. was ordered for the defence of the 
colonies ? Was the right honourable gentleman oppoflte ready 
to fay that he would provide in Uie funds for the nlk that would 

be 
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be incurred by this biil ? H<,#ared notVfii^it^^fore advifcd 
him to be cautious how it into' eMeouion, or we 

might he threatened witjx thi^^T^ of colomec, to the utter 
rum of England in A funiUrf thoni^ .pa&xe fenitble Uegrese, with 
that of America. Cj;ent]einen go home to ^cir dinners 
cr fuppers, after potit^fot fuch ahillt and ^njoy their luxuries 
at their e^ej hut it behpyt$d them to haw fome conftdei'ation 
for tliofe pcrfbns whom they therdby drived, not only of lux- 
utjieS hut of neceflarim alfo (a loud cry of hear / heat !) He 
did noc,carc for: the clamour of hear^ hear, hear ; nor (hould 


he fiajivr it to interrupt him; he held it right to perfevere in 
his duty, in fpite of oppoiittQn and of clamour. It had been 
faid, that the continuation of-.the flave trade was contrary to 
juftiCe and humanity; ib was the act of preffiug Teamen con'< 
trary to juftice and humanity, and yet if he attenipted to aboliOt 
the of preffiiig,fearsen, be knew it would be defended upon 
the plea of neceffity. Upon the lame plea, the plea of necef* 
fity then, he eppoTed the abolition of die fiave trade. He 
wifljed.to have juftice aod humanity fbewc towards tbe pro¬ 
prietor of lands in the, Weft jii^ies, ai^ to perfons interefted 
in thelkfety, .prc^rity .and,<p^iyation w tbofe lands in our 
own country, as Well as to tlw:ndS««s coaft of Africa. 

He doJBred gentlemch to refiei^ on theiai^y of 3o,coo men, 
which remained lb Jong at Southampton to embark for the 
■ Weft Indies, which certainly fhould not . have been fubje<^d 
,. fo the hardmips of the fervice if the iftands were not .worth 
keeping.,' 

Much ^ofe had been thrown oat %amft the planters about 
Jfchcir cruelty, &c. bu^ the ftrongeft proof ,,mv his bpirnon, of the 
faUchood of tbele the alaie^ty with which the 

ftam turn- out im^pfbpce of their mafters and their property 
, hgitmft dbe French. H? .faid h© .Jhould not look at any of the 
‘ Ip^jwious in be held jhe whole pruidpleof it 

in fuch |^feio|ute ahhp^ies*^ cooftdere^, the pradlieal po¬ 
licy of Ofaatmhiftg tl^evQayc^t^^ as prej^a^ to the Ibl^ofed 

^li-^ii^'if,v^,ihd goodvOf. the.'wliwi.le community 
^.waSi;J>P%b]bi(o'a^par^xbaiij^^ M every 

.»eaton,to.'S«|^jj-!&^.cxperJdjnK^I.W^ the 'execution of 

all'tbe'^tbfpe^ and ojq^e.r 
from -ft .u^l^^r^or u ve, ■ 

Mr,; fpsuod-tf. .equally oeceflafy, wid?' the 

m. u. > « '• '4 !' .1 ' • ' V . y* 'A 'a 'J* r . /*■_ J-''i. 


be fincere, \lt Wfimd 4:ot be iruc in bim toIfrj! i^itb 
' * ' . "the 
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the honourable ^wttleman, that He had no c6hne£lions in the 
Weft Indies, alDbough he could- fay with hina ihat be had no 
property there;' But, althou^ he had ibi^ e^pedtations of 
propferty there, he fliould nevei 4 *eleft take ^e fame part which 
he had formerly done when be facrificed a coofiderable fuc- 
ceftion, of which his family wouU have had the benefit j and, 
for his own part, he trafted he &outd retire that night, as on 
a former one, to hts fupper and bis hed with a quiet cOf^icnce j 
for it was not the luxury of the taMe ftiat could give sq:^tite, 
nor the bed of down that could’give reft: where this mind wa« 
not tranquil, the body-could not eruoy repofe, Now, in re¬ 
gard to the opinions of the honourable baronet and the honour-t. 
able gentleman who had oppofed the bill, he difcovered fontis 
little difference. The honourable baronet thought the pre¬ 
amble of the bill added infult to injury, while the honourable 
gentleman admitted injufticc'artd inhutn^iity of the Have 
trade, even fo far back as one hundred years ago. This, to 
be fare, was a great concefUoo;' but rite honourable gentleman 
contended, that this injuflice and inhumanity ought ftift to be 
continued for the fake of policy. He app^ed to the honour¬ 
able gentlemen in adminiftratWMi, wlfoi from their wide and 
general refearch, as well as fir^- the nature of their ftatimis, 
were better enabled to dfecidb Upon jche policy of any meafure, 
v/herher, tn a large view,, policy W:b not infeparable ifUm hu¬ 
manity. 

Sk fortis ?trari« 

He who comes to feek jtilllce'and humanity from ofoerS, muft 
firft of all be proved fo have a^fed tipon thc.principles of jufti^ 
and humanhy hinilelf, . 

Non-. ftrat ' 

That was a maxim, be believed^ Iri the Court of Ch^tceri^ 
and ought to be fo'every vehete. Asto ihie'thrcafoned lo^s of 
the colonies to tiftef fafij of Eng;!^#, fuefi' had'been ^ 
evil prophecies foreboding, whenadf Was intro¬ 
duced in regard fo Ainerita.''fTi6<e pritf^ptes hadlBnce'partly 
been fulfill^,'ahd the lofs of America had ta^h Jdaeei' 

'yer he fufpe6lfed thit ^reit Brfdfiii, i'nftfefd-of be&g'ifoiocd ^ 
her independence, 

jheight bf grandeur than before; Wc-w^ hof Mw^'io^fook 
forward to the difoenfiildorts of provident^'tfor' couln vilie af ail 
times forefec the confequenoes of our own ^SHcras. itt‘n8gard 
“to the argument urged by the h^aurable barbnefm favour of 
the mortgages upon Weft India eftatesy if thrprefent bill 
piSedf it livoald be a, bill of general foreelofur-c, he had to nb- 

ferve 
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fcrve that the proprietors in that cafe could not lofe much if 
tlieir eftates were fo deeply .ipditgagedv and it 

wogild almolt be a matter « e^ual indifterencc'to them whe¬ 
ther the Bill pafied ornot) they had not much to lofe, 

.aud could not be much woife than, they were ■ at prefent. A n 
to the penalties againfi; which the honourable Baronet had 
argu£<|» the. lawyers were the fitteft people to refer to, who 
drew the ]}iU up. AH that he could fay was, that the penal¬ 
ties in this, as in every other cafe,' ought to be duly pro¬ 
portioned to the o0ence,. and if they were more than tufficient 
they ought to ,be abated., The bonoaraWe Baronet had alfo 
.v?erypa«ieticaliy laraented that an innocent ju’oprietor might 
Jbe included in the penalties, by the malvcrfation of bis agent, 
or compaander in chief, and thereby a gentleman of birth and 
fortune, of pamper, manners, and education, be condemned 
•to Botany Bay, to mingle with a focicty of a depraved and 
vulgar ciafs; when a bill pafl'ed at the beginning of this fef- 
ikm,. which rendered tl;^ iirli: in the kingdom, for in- 

j.itance. Dr. Parr and Mr. Burke,, liable to tranfportatjon to 
..BotanyBay, for being convitSlcd of a fccond oftcacev for 
.pdblifhing their politi^, opinions, the honourable Baronet 
.i^med not to feieil that Hyely intereft lor the laws and the 
conftitution, which he did in me prefent iofemce. 

^Is.WUihm explained and faidj'-that the operation of 


a general foreciofure would alike injure both proprietors, and 
iunortgagecs i by an inBant fale of fuch.an immenfc prO- 
.pcrty,jpurch^ers could not be leiund^ and therefore it would 
|ujk fci halfits value. , 

j .;.Mr, AL, Manter^ttsjpake in fuppoilHQf the Bill. He con¬ 
jured the antiquityoF^ bad fyftena>m no junification of its 
cotainuance} it \y^^>^tjg$iment.in favour of this trade to 
fay, that it was ^rmipfed^^r/iwcouragcd by our ancefeors; if 
jfwjf were wrong,>'that wks no.reafon why we Ihould perfift in 
^ error. Gcnriemen-bad . t^ked tfaeir proper^ in this 
Wide i they tberekMie have a^bias upon the fu bjea j thu^e 
who tMlhjed;.fb.r its abt^tion.had no intereft onh way or other; 

and a fenib^ their duty, it 
a^atl^i'to; hlea, that. ail the eloquence?, 

Waa.O!h:'thd.£devWlhe abolhion; 'JHo 
^l^^^l^af^ecd^^,gyeatfBn^ and with 

the Poufe, ^a^,.4tt^;‘had already deeiiihid'dapon this po^ i 
^y W yot«^ifor.;tj^ tdjolirioit f they were ^tbe«^ore -bdpnil 
ip hppour, and Itom a<re^td to confiflency^nf thek 
flings, 1$.voteftv.this..B'ilh - .".i- 


* e* > a I 
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Mn Secretary Dundas faid, If it were true that all the argu- 
ineut, all the eloquence, and all the weight*of tlic,Houle, 
were in favour of the Bill, as bad been reprcfenlcd by an ho¬ 
nourable gentleman, yet he trufted that thofe on the other 
fide of the queftion might v^enture mpdcftly to fubmit their 
rcafbfis for not agreeing with the meafure now propofed ; he 
hoped their opponents, confeious of the fuperiority they mufl 
derive from having all the eloquence and argument on their 
fide, would lifteii to them with mildnefs and patience. He 
muft confefs, that he was unfortunately one of thofe who 
could not aflent to the Bill. He had confidcred the fubjedt 
nnich ; he had entertained many doubts upon it, and he was 
at length convinced that the mcafure was calculated to dif- 
uppoint the end which it was propofed to obtain: nor was 
that all; it would go, in his opinion, to endanger forne of 
the moft cficntial i^tcrt:li:^ of this country. Whether his ta¬ 
lents or his authority were great or fmall, he came forward, 
to the heft of his judgment, to ftate his fciitimonts upon fb 
important a point. It was impoillble for him to feel more 
concern than he did upon the occahon, bccaufe he was oblig¬ 
ed to diflier from many gentlepien whofe t^alents be looked up 
to with the highelt veneration, whofe vipws he knew to be 
as pure as could poflihly adtuate the human breaft, and fur 
whom he entertained the warmeft fricndnjip; feeling thofe 
fcntimcnt? of affodtion and veneration to them, he was led 
VfTV much to doubt the fouiidncfs of his own judgment; 
after revolving the fubjedt in his ovrn mind, however, with all 
the abilities he p>oflefl'ed, he could not Jiient to tht dodirines 
which rhey had laid down; and the more he confidcred them, 
the more he was convinced he was in the right in lefpedt to 
she opinions he had formed upon the fubjedt. 

There certainly never was any topic of parliamentary con- 
fidcration that hail undergone more complete or more ciclibe- 
ratc difcullion than the prefenl: every evidence the nature of 
the fubjedt would admit of, every argument that ingenuily 
could adduce had been diligently fought after and applied on 
the occafion. It was, thertfore, not poflible for him to lay 
any new grounds before the Houfe ; be mail be allowed to re- 
ibte the grounds which he had before fubmitted to their con- 
fideration, and truft to their juftice for the effedf, 

Thcie were two coufiderations which he wilhed to prefs 
upon the Houfe particularly : The firit was, that to thofe 
who thought the abiditioii of this trade called for byjuftice 
and humanity, and that abolition would even tend to the 
advantage of the Weil India Jilatuis ; to thofe gentlemen J.e 
VoJ.. ill. 170O. ? H would 
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would anfwer, that admuting all their pofitions » be true, 
'V’ct that the means were not calculated to promote their ob- 

^ a 

jedt; on the contrary, they would have an oppoilte effect. 
The next confideration, which }ic wlfhed particularly to en¬ 
force upon the Hoofe was, that any attempt to fucceed in the 
abolition of tbis trade, without the confent and co-operation 
oi'tbe merchants and planteis, could not polKbly be attended 
with fucceft, but would en'ereafe it under the continuance of 
other nations- It was calV to forcree the fort of reply whicii 
would be made to hifn. It would be faid, “What 1 will you 
continue to commit injuUice, robbery, and murder, becaufc, 
jfyou don*t, others will do it ? To this he-would anfwer, 
’'hat to thbfe who confidered this queftic-n merely with a view 
ro humanity, they muft give up the very ground of their ar¬ 
gument, if they put it in that way ; becaufe it was abfurd to 
talk of a wilh to ferve the caufe of humanity, by throwing the 
trade into the hands of thole who would not carry it on with 
{o much mildnefs as It was fo undeniable this country did. It 
would be fair for gentlemen to fay, they wiflied, by the abo¬ 
lition of this trade, to wipe away the ftain which it had thrown 
upon this country; it was abmrd, however, to declare they 
wiflicd to ferve the Caufe of humanity by it, becaufe the very 
reverfe muft he the refult. It had been ftated that America, 
Denmark, and other powers, were taking fteps toward the 
abolition of the trade: he would ftate his opinion fairly upon 
that point j he did not think it poiEbIc for Ejigland to abo- 
lilh the Have traffic, unlcfs other nations would alfo cenfent to 
its abolition. 

Il 

To fpeak about the power which this country had over her 
colonies was a matter of a delicate nature, and on all occafions 
proper to be avoided ; he wiCied, however, juft to throw out 
a hint for the ferious and fober cenGderation of the Houfe. 
-If this point of the extent of our power over the colonies, rc- 
jilain a matter of diipute, it might lead to the difepffion of 
another queftion, which this country had not been accuftomed 
to hear dilputed. No man who waS able to form an idea of 
the'irlation which fubfiftcd between the inothcr country and 
her colonies, could be ignorant of the great and leading prin- 
ciple& of colonial connexion ; they knew that the colony was 
entitled to proteflron; that fhe was bound to fend her 
prpduce to the mother country; and that fhe. was to take, in 
return, the exjiorts of the mother country, and not go to any 
oth^r market for them: thefe were all points that admitted 
of no difpute. If however, the parliament of England 
0 jould, by preffing his BiD, got only refufe to affift the co- 
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Ionics^ but ihould prevent them drawing adillance clfc- 
■were, it would become a queftion of much difficulty to decide, 
what ftep the colonies would be jufliHed in talcing in fuch a 
cafe ? The Houfe mutt feel the impropriety of his arguing 
this point any longer, he would therefore prefs it no farther, 
but he was convinced it muft ha've proper weight.with gen¬ 
tlemen; Unlefs, indeed,'all confiderations of policy and ex-, 
pediency were to be banithed from the conflderation of this 
qucllion, it might be prudent to confider a little of the pro¬ 
priety of bringing it forward, which it would not. be very 
eafy to,fettle. This, however, he would; venture to'afler^ 
that it would not be in the power of this country to carry this 
meafurc into effeft without thc .confent and co-operation of 
the colonies. Gentlemen might alk, whether there were any 
doubts as to the power of Great Britain, with her navy and 
all her force to put a law, to prevent the importation of Haves 
into the colonies if flie thought proper, in execution? He con- 
fel^d that there were doubts, and he was the man that was 
ready to maintain that propolitiqn. If the negroes had once 
been landed in any of the neutral iflands, folong as the French 
and Dutch had an ifland, it would be abfolutely impoffible to 
prevent their being fmugglcd into our iflands. He was forry 
he was able to fpeak with fo much precifion upon this fub- 
jed, but it was not a propofition built on theory, it was 
founded on fail:. , • He knew that with twen^-eight fhips of 
war, which we had in the Wcft-lndies laic fummer, beiide 
gun-boats and other fmall craft cruifing between two of the 
enemies illands, it was found impracticable to prevent all 
communication between the French iOands and ours ; nor was 
the iiitercourfe kept filently, fccretly, and caurioufly, by the 
rowing of canoes and barges off Hiiore, and under colour of 
the night, but oftenfibly, openly, and in defiance bv larger 
vefl'cls in the day; and therefore he felt himfelf juftified in 
faying, that it would be impoffible tq prevent negroes from 
being fmuggled in., If this was true, and he was forry to 
fay it could not be doubted, they might pafs what adts of 
parliament they pleafed, as long as it was the interell of the 
planter to elude, he certainly would. Admitting that the ' 
objedl of ths Bill was good, and that it was delireable to 
abolilh the Have trade as a matter of policy, Juftice, and hu¬ 
manity, yet, in forwarding fuch an important fubjefi, it' 
would have been .highly worthy of political fagacity and dif- 
cretion to have attempted it by gradual, mixed, , and,concili-.' 
atory means, end not by the higb~hand of head-Hron^ au¬ 
thority, by ni(tln force and abrupt violence, which inevitably 
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tended to defeat its obje6t and alienate the af&£{ion of the 
colonies; and by fo doing endangered the moft important 
interefts of the country. This’ lM‘him to the tionfmeranoln 
of mixing conciliatory means and the' liitetefts of the colonies 
with the pious and honourable motives’of the framers and 
fopporters of the prefent Bill. From firfl: to laft, he had 
been afraid that inftead Of adopting fuch a'caiitidiis and tem¬ 
perate mode of proceedhigi ■ they Had tended hi afienate the 
ntihds of the planters frdm their 'allegiance fo' this country. 
He was willing to refer bftclc to a few points in proof of this 
iufpicioh. In the outfet of the bufinefs he remarked, that ih- 
i]^d of offering to the plantets a few heceHary regulations, we 
loaded them with univerfal opprobrium and afperfionl Wc 
feprefented them as fiiVages Of the firft cbfs, dfcpriv^ed of all 
the feelings of humanity, and exulting in dvery excefs of bar¬ 
barity and ' horror. Every fpecids of obloquy was induf- 
trioufly heaped upon them, and the firft fentiment that he 
imbibed from thefe proceedings was, that we did not mean 
to proteft their property, but to let theiii loofe to the refent- 
ment and mifguided ^ry of mankind. > .StrCh^ indeed, was- not 
the language of die Wore difHnguHbed adv^ocates of abolition, 
but unfortunately for that’ c&ufelt sws a'language that too 
generally was fu&red to paft' tmeontradifted. 

He begged not to be miliindCTftood; he did' not mean to 
charge any of the gtntlemfeh with propagating thefe falfe- 
hoods; but he attributed it to their agents, who loft no Op¬ 
portunity of exciting the public diflike a;gaittft the Weft India 
planters, by the propagation of thd gtofleft falfehoods: and 
when the planters fitfi carhe forward upoh this fubje£l, it was 
not fo much to defend their interefts, which were attacked, 
as to vindicate their ehara£lers, which were calumniated. It 
was this general attack upon their reputation which had unit¬ 
ed them fo firmly together in 'one common intcreft, of rather 
in one common paifion againfttheir beft interefts, and whicH 
a mere attack upon their prt^erty woiifo dot have efre£ied. 
This appeared to him the worft policy fhat could be adopted 
by thole who really wifticd for the abplitiop; bccaufe they 
muft have known that the concurrence of the plariters in 
their object, tnuft have facilitated it to aVefy great degree. 

- It was not, he ftid, His intention to enter into an invefti- 
gatioh of the various claiifes iSf this Bill f tfiaft they were ex¬ 
tremely fevere nobody could doubtbe did not, however, 
qaafrei with the enadtm'erifs which the honourable gentleman 
Bifloght proper to introduce-to the provilions of his own 
Bai.‘ There were fomtf • ebufe^ ‘ ihdeedi Which he (Mr. 
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Dundas) certainly would not have introduced into this Bill; 
one regulation in particular by which the planter was pcrv 
mitted to fend the flave from one ifland to /inother ; to fiich 
a provifion he could not give his confent, as he thought it 
one of the greateft hardlihips impofed upon the flaves, after 
they had formed an attachment to the foil, and were in a 
manner domefticated j after they had been accuftomed to 
their mafter; after they had wives and children, to drag them 
away and fend them to recommence their flavery in another 
iHand, where none of thefe cqnfolations and comforts awaited 
them. He was therefore aftoniflred that fuch a power of op- 
preflion and feverity ihould be left unreftrained and without 
limitation in the prefent Bill. Another claufe in this Bill, 
which he was utterly at a lofs to account for, conAftently with 
the principles of humanity, talked of by its fupporters; was 
that refpe£ling the flave fliips of an enemy captured at fea, or 
ftranded on th^e fliore. VVhen any fliip was feized at fea, 
would it not be natural td fuppofe that thofe unfortunate ne¬ 
groes who bad been dragged from their country would be 
fent back to,their families f no, fo far from it, thofe gentlemen 
who held ilavCry in fuch delegation, had inferted a claufe, by 
which the negroes were to bp fold as Haves, and to be di¬ 
vided among the captors, exactly in the fame manner as a 
cargo of -brandy. Thefe poor, unhappy captives, who had 
been fnatched from their country by every fpecies of fraud 
and robbery, what was the indemnification they were tp re¬ 
ceive, even at the hands of thofe who held the trade in the 
greateft abhorrence, when they were fold as flaves and the 
produce to be divided among the captors ? He would not 
fatigue the Houfe by going through any more of the provi- 
fions of this Bill j with refpetft to its principle, he did not 
quarrel with it, as it was known he approved of the abolition 
of that trade; and that the only point in which be difiered 
from the gentlemen on the other fide was refpedfing the 
means, and the time of efle<ftjng it. He had not changed any 
of the opinions which he originally entertained upon the fub- 
on the contrary, they were ftrongly confirmed by 
many recent events; he was fully fatisfied in his own mind, 
that the fafety of the colonies required that the trade fliould 
be aboliflied as foon as poifible; having, however, come lo a 
decifion upon that poin^ it was at the ftep that his mind 
paufed. ' 

With refpe<ft to the queftion of the right of this country, 
he entertained fome doubt, but with refped to the faift, he 
did not entertain any, becaufe he fatisfied that no a(ft of 
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parliament could prevent the importation of flaves, that is, if 
they had been previoufly landed in any of the other ifiands; 
tlie rcal'on for that opinion he had given already, viz", that ex-< 
perieiice had fhew, that with twenty-eight Clips of war, and 
adJilinnal naval force of a fubordinate defeription, we could 
rot prevent the communication between the ifiands. Upon 
thefe grounds he wifticd gentlemen to decide, whether his 
conclufion was a juft one, and whether it was poffible to 
effect the abolition, without the conCeht of the planters them- 
felycs i Whether alfo it would not be proper to fhew, that 
they were not inattentive to the inierefts of the colonifts, who 
had fworn allegiance to the Britifli Government, and had put 
their property under the pfotcdlion of our Jcgiflaturc, at the 
fame time that they were exerting their humanity towards the 
nd tivts of Africa ? 

When the length of time which this trade has been carried 
on under the I'andion of parliament, was urged in its favour, 
the anfwer was, the longer the abufe had prevailed, the more 
hafte wc ought to make to abolifh it. An argument ,fo ill 
fuited to the importance of the fubjeft, was not deferving of 
any reply, tie begged the Houfe to look at all the various 
acts of parliament by which the trade had been not only tole¬ 
rated, but encouraged j every poffible means had been ufed ‘ 
by government to ftimulate foreigners to lay out their money 
in this trade, as wxll as the natives of this country ; and 
then he would afic them, if they could give their aflent to a 
Bill containing fuch regulatiotis as thofe now before them. 
One honourable gentleman, an honourable friend of his, 
feemed to think, that becaufe this Bill had palled through 
fome ftages, the Houfe was neceffarily bound to give their 
final aflent to it; this was ftrange reafoning in the mouths 
of thofe who contended that repeated decifions in parliament 
in favour of this trade, for a century paft, fliould have no 
weiirht whatever in its favour, nor was it fair to comprehend 
that, becaufe the Houfe had pafted certain refolutions four 
years ago, fixing the period of its abolition, that they were 
confeientioufly bound to carry thofe refolutions into effe<ft, 
any extraordinary change of circumftances notwithlbmding. 

Far was it from his wifh to tie up gentlemen from exer- 
cifing a free deliberation upon this fubjedf, by referring to 
the decifions of their anceftors ; on the other hand, however, 
he muft contend that they ought not to deny themfelves the 
right of revifion of their own previous refolutions to the pre¬ 
judice of the public intereft. He wilhed only to convince 
them of the iieceffity of gaining the -co-operation of thofe 
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whofe interefts were involved, by fhewing them that the pre- 
iervation of their interelts formed a material part of the con- 
fideration, and that while they w'ere endeavouring to 
excrcife univerfal juftice, they were not inattentive to the 
municipal and provincial rights of the colonifts. 

A worthy Baronet had ftated that a great deal of property 
was lent on mortgage upon thefc Weft India eftates, and that 
the lenders could not be repaid their money. The honour¬ 
able Baronet had been replied to on this point with a degree 
cf levity unbecoming the importance of the fubjei^l. That 
the property on mortgages invefted in this country was an 
article of great confideration, and ought to be lb with parlia¬ 
ment, was beyond all doubt. It had been ftated, that the 
whole of the Weft India property amounted to between 73 
and 80 millions fteiling, and that above 7.0 millions of Britilh 
property was fome years ago vefted in that trade j it was 
to be reinemberetl, that this money was lent upon the faith of 
parliament, folcmnly and repeatedly pledged. The planters 
were not only anxious for the prefervation of their own pro¬ 
perty and that of their children, but for that of their creditors 
and mortgagees, i'he planters had, therefore, a right to rc- 
prefent their cafe as ftrongly as poftible to parliament; even 
if they bad not, it was the iudifpenfible duty of parliament to 
fake thefc circumftances into confideration, and to decide ac¬ 
cordingly. A variety of interefts were implicated in this 
cxtenlive concern, befides thole of merchants, planters, and 
their creditors; and as parliament had a juft, legal,and moral 
right to preferve all thefe various interefts, parliament being 
one continued aifi of legiflation, an a<Sl that had palled one 
hundred years ago was as much in force as an adl of yefter- 
day } it was, theiefure, the bounden duty of parliament 
to enquire well before they pafied a Bill of fuch an extent as 
the prefent, to conlider how far they ftand refponfible for a 
diftant protection to fecure a provifion for infant children, to 
guarantee truftces and guardians, and to attend to the in- 
vettments of executors. W ith thefe opinions, he was very 
anxious to convince the painters, that we had no other object 
but juftice and humanity, and that their interefts were never 
abfent from our thoughts. This was with him the radical 
point, which made him prefs it fo repeatedly upon the atten¬ 
tion of the Houfe; nor was what he had urged, a new opinion 
advanced that day for the fieft time; he had urged it with all 
the force he was mafter of four years ago, when the fubjeA 
was under confideration. Upon that occafion he had argued, 
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tiiat the' abolition muft be gradual, and had ftated the regu¬ 
lations which, in his opinion, would tend to effi:<^ that ob- 
particularly pointing out how neceflary it was to all, 
e'^cially to local, individual, and provincial intereils. The 
Houfe difFered from him, as to the time at which it would-be 
proper to effefl the abolition, and therefore his plan was aban¬ 
doned. 

Among thofe regulations he had inferted one, bccaufe be 
thought it was founded in {lri<^ juftice, viz. the appointment 
of a commifTion to afeertain what were the lofles which, would 
(>e incurred by a meafure of this kind ; and that muft, in his 
opinion, be adopted whenever the plan of abolition (hould 
be agreed upon, if it were not adopted, what would they do, 
or what did they mean ? Did they intend all mortgages to be 
foreclofed t or did they mean debts to attach upon them? It 
was not unufua), he obferved, for courts of equity to interfere 
fometimes to prevent the foredofure of mortgages, and why 
ihould not the legiflature in the inilance of the Weft India 
jflands do the fame ? It had been urged againft the planters, 
that upon fome occafions they did not confine tliemfelves very 
ftridily in their language ^ it ihould, however, be recol- 
Ie£led, that their minds were heated, their paffions were 
inflamed, their properties attacked, their reputations were tra¬ 
duced, and therefore, if they gave way a little to the confti- 
tutlonai warmth of nature, it would not be quite jufi to ufe 
harfh meafures; a little parental tendernefs w'ould have infi¬ 
nitely a better eiie£t in healing their minds and fatisfying their 
reafon. 

The next confideration that prefented itfclf was, what 
would be the ctFed of an abolition; in difeufling this point 
he would readily pay every poffible refpc6l to the arguments 
of the gentlemen who were of a contrary opinion; they mirft, 
however, allow him to exercife his own underltanding, and 
fuch abilities to form a judgment, as God gave him, in the 
beft manner he could. Trufirees and guardians would' na- 
tinrally look fharply after the property intrufted to their care; 
though*'they might be fatisfied in their own minds that no 
danger cxifted, they would, 'neverthclefs, wifh to withdraw 
their property from a fituation even of poffible rifle ; he left 
it djerefore for the Houfe to confidfcr what would be the con- 
lequenceof .fuch immenfe Aims being withdrawn. Much of 
rfni property of the Weft-Ihdies depended upon credit for the 
prefervatiorrand' culrore of their lands, the only mtans of do- 
ing^which is by the imjiortafion o< .negroes, the prefent ftopu- ‘ 
lation being inadequate, it would be found, that the planter 
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was bound to fend bis configtiments to his creditor in this 
country; whereas this bill would prevent the pofiibility of 
paying by oonfignments, and would invdve all parties, the 
meflBKtn^ the planter, and the creditor, in abfolute lofs, if 
not in difficulty and ruin. Many other ca&s to illuftrate 
this propolitbn might be cited. In the t^and of Barbadoes, 
nmoh of the land was given upon the condition that a certain 
number of negroes Ihould be kept upon it. When the ifland 
of Tobago was taken laft war, many of the EngUih e^es 
were colocated by the French, becaufe they had not the nuitt> 
ber of Haves upon their eftates which diey were bound br 
their grants to have. Perhaps gentlemen would urge, that all 
thefc pmnts vrere determined four years agoy and that there waa 
no occafion to re-conitder them again. That argument was 
unfounded in point of faEtt and dangerous in point of principle, 
he hoped, therefore, he Ihould not hear it urged upon this 
occafion. 

It might be ikid, with fome colour of truth, tbpt the 
ilUnds were not now taken by furprize, as they had four 
years notice given to them. Would any candid gentleman 
fay that it was probable in the four years laft pai^ the iflands 
could have put themfelves in aftate fit to meet a total aboli« 
tion i Certainly they could not: and it was clear, thofe iflands 
which wanted it mofi had been the leafi able to procure a 
fupply. The old iflands, Jamaica, Bsrbadoes, &c. were well 
Ifockcd ; the newly ceded iflands, Grenada, St. VincenPs, 
and Dominica, were ai yet in their infancy, and the latter had 
been in a flate of rebellion, they therefore had not reaped the 
benefit of the refolution which gave them four years notice, 
and were in a very bad fiate. Had they had an importunity 
of being fupplied fince i So far from it, that fince the com* 
mencement of the war, they had been almoft conftantly ra* 
vaged, aiul the flaves of Dominica had been drawn forth in 
arms to proteft the property of that ifland, agaiuft the diaboli¬ 
cal perfidy of the French; as to them therefore the abolition 
muft be total ruin. So diftrefled was their fituation, that go¬ 
vernment found it neceflarv to give them a loan of a million 
and a liaif in Exeb^uer bills. Was it intended that this fum 
(hould be repaid ? if it wa^ government ought not to deprive 
them of the means of paying it. If they were not, did they 
mean to leave the proprietors without faouies, without negroes 
and plantations. If it was meant to make them a preflmt of' 
the fum advanced by way of loan, a^i intention he heard no¬ 
thing of, then it miigli4,as well be fo ftated in this Bill* 
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> Mr. Dundas faid, be had endeavoured^ to the ut^oft of h'i$ 
power, to warn the Houfe of the danger of adopting the 
meafurc propofed; he had endeavoured to convince the ^oufe 
■of the neceifity of fending out, with fuch a Bill as this, the 
feeds of reconcUiattoh affiedtioh, without which e^v 
effort would he valn< JEft unfortuBWtfly, he failed, he tnuft 
be content with the cemfeioufners of having at leaft done his 
duty. 

In the cou^c of 9 fbrpier debate upon this fuh|e&, an ex- 
prefEon had, he obfcrved,ti€en drOf^ed, which) if it had only 
caught his private ear, be (hould have taken care never to 
have repeated I but he found that it had circulated with lapl- 
dity, becattfe it catne from a gendemah Of great abilities (Mr. 
?'ox)j and whofe opinion had neceflartly mitch weight. Aii- 
sother honourable gentleman (Mr. Francis) had taken up the 
fame idea, and had fpokenof the lots of America, as a cii- 
cumftance which was not at all injurious td this country. 
Certainly the fact, contrary to general expeflation barf ib 
turned out, and the country fmee the reparation of America;, 
bad ari&n to an unexampled height of profperity nnd grandeiu. 
The expre^onto which he alludec^ as coming from the riglA 
honourable'geiftleman, was this:.^If the Colonies refufc to 
obey your commands,- threaten them with independence, and 
you will foon bring them to terms of Aibmiffion. Suchex- 
preiSons after paifing unquaiihcd through four .or five hands 
migiu be attended with pernicious conrequences. Probably 
It was in the right honourable gentleman*s power at the time 
he .ufed the expreilibn, to mollify it by his explanation; and lie 
lamented that be bad not lb done hnee he had not yet been 
able to receive any fatisfa£lion upon it^ There was lb little 
'geueroiity, paternal care, or gratitude, that he wilhed more 
aqxioully for an explanation upon that account. A dan- 
'gerous argument was worfc when if was fuftered to pals with¬ 
out obfervation, and was not much difcufed, than when it 
was clofely examined and its fallacy expofed and refuted; in 
the one, the fahe rcafoning and unfounded conclufion would 
be dete£lcd j in the other, coming from great authority, it 
would carry fomethiog like oracular weight about it; and 
from the circumliahcc of its not being argued at ih$ time,-; it 
would nafs as aii .indifpurablc propofition. He wilhed, there¬ 
fore, upon this important point, that the Houfe would favour 
him with a few minutes ferious attention, becaufe the lUbjcdt 
. , was of great impmtilnce. 

Beforc'he qurttetftbis fabje^, he wifbed the Houle to liUcn 
ton few articles, whereby lie tindcrtook tp prove that the fc- 

. ceHlon 



March 15.] WOODFALL’S PAiaiAMJNTARy, REPORTS. 4*7 


ceflion, or independence of the colon!pS) would be of matciial 
inj^ to the mother country. 

The articles arc thefe. 



Tiic \a 1 uc of Impomexcluilve of the duties L. 

Kcveiiue afCci the fubtra^tlon of drawbacks I^fiz4>i76 

, Ciuaiitity of fl»i['pir\g employed in bringing im^'orts G^^veiTch, 
of tonnage, 15 5,oco ton* 

Number of fea nen. So,000. 

Value of exports Imported fi^om the Bririih Weft ndla Iflands, 

and afterwards cx*f>ortcd to foreign countries 431,000 

Totalvalucof Butiflj and foreign expotu 3>743>4*i* 

Quantity of lliipi)ing, 7 jp veftcis* 

Quantity of tonnage, i77jODO ton. 

Number of feamen, i2,oco. 


This account, he obferved, did not include Ireland nnr 
America. Hence the connexions of this'country with the 
Colonies, as taken by the exports and imports only# was un¬ 
doubted > and he could not help telling the honourable gen¬ 
tleman oppofite (Mr. Francis), that he argued unfairly, when 
be compared the prefent flatc of the Weft Indies with 
America. If the imports were no more than the confump- 
tion of the country, we might poffibly procure as much as 
would fuffice for that confumption, it the Colonies were inde¬ 
pendent as otherwlfe; as it is, we muft put out the whole 
produce, hrft imported to this country, and afterwards exported 
to foreign countries,' whereby our revenues are increafed, and 
the whole nation benefited, for which the Weft India iflands 
would then find a market elfewhere. Befides all the foun¬ 
dation of the foreign trade from this country would be directly 
dead and gone. Nor was that all; if that ftatement be the 
fa£l in regard to the relative fituation of this country and the 
Weft Indies, was he ndt then to ftate the policy of fuch a 
procedure. The honourable ^gentleman was paft the levity 
and follies of youth, and yet was he arguing unlike a ftatef- 
man or a legiudtor. 

With refpetSt to what had been (aid about the lofs of A- 
merica, he wifhed to make one more obfervation, viz. that 
talking of the independence of the Colonics now, was ex¬ 
tremely different from tdking about it previous to the irfdc- 
pendence of .America. Even if wc were to give up the Colo.nies, 
was there any reafon to fuppofe they would remain indepen- , 

* i I a den! ? 
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^ent ? Were there not poWcrs Ih Eiifqpe who wonW wilh’ngi^ 
JyhoM out a fatherly hand to thehi; aind'if fuch an event was 
t^.bappen, the coniequenCe Would hCi' itot fobn ^rhaps^ ^ 
America had not manufadiures to rival ours,’ hor a ca^ta3 
adapted to the carrying on of manufadlures; it would happen 
at a perio^ however, nm fo diftant hilt that ibme men living 
might fee it, that fuch a paper as that which hr had read ab(mt 
the imports arid exports would be referred to,- as to a thing 
wWch had been, but which then had no exiftehce, and which 
might be read to fhew what the 'trade had been, and what 
i^crica gained in proportion to our lofs. He defired 
that thofe arguments againft the Bill might not be -mifeon- 
Arued into arguments againft the abolition of the-ilave trade. 
He had nearly the fame opinion with the fypportdrs of the Bill 
as fo that trade j he did not wilh that it ihoUld 'cotitinue—-he 
only wifbed to proceed with caution: he wanted to make the 
abolition gradual, that it might be made fecureJ He had the 
higheft opinion of the intentions of the hon. gent. (Mr. 
Wilberforce) who brought forward the meafure; the cntcr- 
prife was noble: he loved him as a broftier, he knew him to 
have the ,bcft of hearts, and to be ail^uated by the pureft of 
principles, and he alfo venerated many of thofe who (upported 
him in it, for their private as well as their public virtues. It 
tvas not his'vtifti entirely to flop them in the career they were 
purfuing: he wanted to make their fuccefs infallible; but he 
uembled at the confcqucnce that might enfue from men of the 
heft principles hurrying this meafure forward; he felt foi 
them at the lame moment that he was concerned for his 
country. 

When this fubje£i was under ronfideration four years ago, 
the Houfe had fixed upon the term of four years as the dur¬ 
ation of the trade. He thought that too fliort a time; but he 
V/as of opinion, that even a longer period, without reftridlions, 
would not be productive of any good. Slave brokers and 
Have mercliants might indeed derive fome benefit, but the 
planters in general would not. He had always been of opinion 
that the importation of aged negroes was dangerous, when 
thev had contra^ed all the vices attendant upon favage .life, 
.ind grown bold in irreligion, and immorality, it had been 
found difficult to make them tradtable and obedient, and they 
. had commonly been the worft for mlfchief and fedition j to 
bring fuch men ipto colonies muft be dangerous in the ex¬ 
treme. 

This be had formerly felt, and it was now eftablifhed in 
fait upon theory. It was impoiTiJfele not to look to the ftatp 
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fii the Wcit ludie^, particularly to thofe of the French. Wj* 
were not now attackra as formerly^ by the ^eets'and armie?!^ 
France in, that quarter ; but ** in the dead ind midtHe'wF 
the night" the refyle pf their ^joj-dcs werie itmo gg led imo our 
iflands in canoes, |kc,, to.hreed iiOTtip'n and revdt, tb.murder 
and pillage. It this ,^s truja, and that the great^' ^nger 
arofe from ncw)y imiJDrted negrfaes,*there Was, in tifs opinion, 
only one way to pnevent it, apdthaf was^ to confine the 
of the negroes imported inftead of their numbers. Writs 
that regulation adopted, no more negroes would be brought 
into the Wcfl Indies, rcekirig from’ the field of battle, in 
which they had been engaged to procure ilaves, and in whoin 
every favage propenfity tyas arrived at full maturity. This 
regulation would not only tend to leflen the'danger from the 
importation of frefh jiegrpes, but wotdd, jn a great degree, 
cficdl a permanent population for the iflands. Had fuch a 
plan been adopted.leyen years ago, he had no heffitation to 
declare, that it would by this time have been nearly completed. 
A little time would, bring it to the teft. Another friend near 
him (Lord fihefiield) thought this fehepie impraAicabie; he 
did not, however, build hjs opinion fblely upon theories, he 
had recourfe to better authority. 'I'he -great difficulty that 
prefented itfelf was, how to make a di^rinfination between 
the ages of the negroes ; even tha^ npwever, he thought 
prafticable. He referred to a couple'bf bSs pafied in 1774 j 
one, an adl of the Brltiffi Legifiaturc, which laid a duty of 40SU 
upon the head of every imported negroe abqyC 30 years of age. 
'I’he colony took the alarm, and laid an'addhSoal duty of fevea 
pounds more. This adb was pafl'ed by the Aflembly of Ja¬ 
maica, and thrown out by Great Britain': Mr. Burke and 
Sir William Meredith were at triat time members for Briflol 


and Liverpool, and oppofed itj ajid Mr. Biyan Edwards and 
Mr. Fuller were agents for the colonies. This enormous 
tax was impoted, not with, any view to the revenue, but upoa 
the principle of fclf prefervation. In the fame manner,- Mr. 
Dundas faid, his refolutions went not to time and number^ 
but to the-Umitatioii of ages. The age he would limit the 
importation of negroes at, ihould be finder twenty years of 
age,, inftead of th'urty, as that is an age more eafily alcertained 
. within a year or two, an,d when the preju’dices are lefs rooted. 
Under the former fyftem, he obferved, there had conftantly 
been a greater.importation of' males than females, whereby 
the country was not able to keep up its population. This de¬ 
ficiency was in fotpe.degree remediedj the population at 
prefent, however, muft be incomplete, not only from thefc 
caules, but from'difeale lind'war. The Weft Indies would 

ftiJI 
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ftill be compelled therefore> by neceffity, to continue this 
opprobrious traffic 5 laying afide the high hand of authority, 
the only way to reduce and abtdifh it, fie conceived, was by 
conciliating the rniridsof the proprietoht, by limiting the ages 
of the newly-imported negroes. 

Thcie were the Jentiments by itthichwks afluatedj and 
if any man thought far a moment that^ op,account of the pai t 
which he ntjvv acted, he was kfs under the iffipulfe of huma¬ 
nity, Mr. Dundas declared, that he envied him tint for his 
pretended riineriority of feelings. 

His breaft was as open to the dictates of humanity as that 
ofany gentleUian in that Houfe; gentlemen frbm adopting his 
fentiments, might poffibly fubjei^ themfelvcs toi'ome temporary 
unpopulajity ; it was not, however, from a fingle adtion, that 
wife men or pofterity would form their cttirtiation 6f a man's 
condudt. Polfcrity would appeal to the general tenor of our 
Jives, and upon their decilion, when the particulars were 
publifbedj.lbey mull ftand or fall. An appeal to the paffituis, 
through the medium of irrcfiftible'eloquence, was a praclic;., 
too common in that Houfe; whatever mi^ht be his admira¬ 
tion of thole intellcvlcal efforts, he could not he!p faviisg, 
that he fhould treat all ..’lUnuations againft himfelf with tlie 
contempt which they merited. God forbid that his heart 
ihould beftecled agaiii'd the feelings of humanity ! For many 
of the gentlemen, who on this occafion oppofed him, and for 
their motives he entertained the higheft rcfpeiSf, while he re¬ 
gretted fjnee more that they differed on a queflion of fuch im¬ 
portance. He felt the fame fervency of afreefien for them as 
ever; but be alfo felt, that the difcharge of his public duty 
W'as paramount to every private cortfidcration: and therefore 
he fhould refift the motion. 

Sir lyilliam Yeung roie to /‘peak, and was calKd to order. 

Mr./5 .Yaddrefled the chainn fubilance as follows: “ A<- 


the right honourable gentleman feemed in fonie part of his 
ipeech particularly to allude to me, I am dcfirous to take this 
opporcunitv fbortly to give niy opinion on the fubjeifl of the 
debate, which at ail events 1 fhould have feit to be ncceflary 
in the couifc of the ei'tning. 1 am glad that the right honour¬ 
able gentleman has found hinifclf fufficicntly recovered to 
attend on this occafion, and morr' efpecially that he has been 
able to enter into fo full a difeuflion tof the queftion. When 
we confidcf his abilities, his opportunities of acquiring infor- 
jaation on the fubjedf, the great attention which he has paid 
. to it, and the ccnlequencc of the right hcsiofu able gerrtiMfaUi, 

. with ail thole traders in the Weft lndlesjwho«fferflottli«*i[ily iu- 
tcreftedin the traffic, and the planner in whU^ the hoingehtltHmin 

had 
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fpokent the Houfe migHt be aflured they had now heard 
all the arguments ag^nrft us. When I i'ay againft us, lam 
aware that I.do not tile the moft parliamentary way of fpeafes- 
ing; but I muft confefe, that I have been fo long engaged in 
fupporting one fide of the quelHon^ that I have now formed 
a llrong predetermined opinion. I do not affirm that 1 am 
not to be fhakeri by rcafoning, but fo intimately interwovert 
is my convidlioii, that I cannot eafiiy be perfuaded, that any 
reafoning could be found to induce me to alter it. There 
were many parts o( the fpecch of the Right Honourable Gen¬ 
tleman, which mufl; be confidercd as highly favourable to the 
caul'e of thofc, who are friends to the abolition. The whole 
of his argument is a complete anfw^tr to thofe advocates on 
the other fide, who contend, that the queftion ought to he 
left at reft, that the difeuffion is highly improper, under the 
peculiar circumftances of the prefent time, and that it ouglit 
not at all to be agitated, I am happy to find tliat the rit'jhf 
honourable gentleman artd I agree in our pveniifcs, however 
we may differ with refpedi to our conclufion. He admits 
that the trade is not only inconfiftent with humanity and juf- 
ticc, (and I Ihould fuppofi-, when I had got th-t, I had nut 
much to afk,) but with policy and prudence in time of WTr. 
It appears then that we only ditFer as to the mode of aboliiipn. 
The right honourable gentleman ftates a powerful objectiou 
to our mode, if it be well founded; namely, that it is im- 
pr^xclicable* Let us examine it as contrafted with that mode 
of abolition, which he has himfelf propofed, and fee to when 
the objedfion of impradticability may moft juftly be applied- 
Upon (itch a fubjedl the Houfe fhould not blind itfelf. 

“ I ft. The right honourable gentleman ftates that our 
mode cannot be carried into eft'eef without the eonfinu of th^ 
planters, which we cannot expect to have. I have no hofit;;- 
rion to ftatc, that if to the accomplifbmcnt of the abolition 
the Have trade, we attach as a necefiary condition the coiiteijt 
of the planters, wc do not fee the queftion ijn a fair and nianiy 
light. Ifwedouot look to the continuance of that traffic, 
what ground of hope have we, even from their profeffions, 
that they ever will be induced to give their coiifent to fuch a 
meafure ? And if we advert to what has been their conduct 
in every former inftance, we cannot have the fmallcft prof j)CCt 
that fuch an:event is ever likely to take place* On a funner 
occafion, 1 truft 1 may make the allufion without irrvgula- 
, rity, (Mr, Fox alluded to the line of argument adopted by 
Mr. Dundas, when he propofed his plan of gradual aboiition,) 
I remember great pains to have been taken to hold two du- 
ferent languagesi onetothe planters, that it w.as their intc' 
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reft to accede to a gradual aboUoon.of the trade^ ap^ tbat 
the confequences of their rtot . doing fq, would be an fthme- 
diate abolition 3 another to the fnends .1^ the abolitia% that 
they could not fucceed in their objc& mthout the confenrof 
the colonies, and that if they did accept of agradual abolition, 
thcie would be no abolition at all 3 he had/aued in both.' He 
could not perfuade the planters to agree to any thing that 
feemed to a(Fe£t the trade 3 he could not perfuade the friends 
of the abolition, that the trade could not be aboli/hed without 
the confent of the colonics. His arguments did not fuccecd 
with me, becaufe I was perfuaded that the abolition might 
be effeiSled in a different manner: and I have not underftood 
that it h.as gained one prolelyte among the Weft Indians. 
The right honourable gentleman fays, whatever laws may 
have pafle 1, the traffic in Haves will not be extirpated, and that 
the navy ufEngland cannot prevent illicit intercourfe, I am 
fully aware of the truth of this pofition, and ol the inefficacy 
of laws to fupprefs, altogether and at once, any commerce 
which holds out the tempting profpe£ls of high profits but 
this refutes the reafoning of thofe who condemned the feverity 
of penalties impofed by the prefent Bill, asjt is evident that 
the rigour of the penalty ought to be in proportion to the dif¬ 
ficulty of fupprefllng the offence. In this refpeift, therefore, 
the right honourable gentleman made the fulleft defence of 
thofe penalties themfelves, which have been fo much repro* 
bared. On the penalties themfelves he did not dwell much; 
in fa£f, he did not Teem to take them at all into his confidcra- 
lion. When he afkcd, ‘ Will it not be pra^icable to fmug- 
glc, notwithftanding the operation of the law?* Ought not 
another qticftion to have fuggefted itfelf,. * Is it not alfo pof- 
fible, that thofe concerned in fmuggling may be detected.* 
May it not be expected, that the law will at leaft have feme 
effect in fecuring the obje£l in views that in fome inftanccs 
the vigilance of its operation will arreft the criminal 3 and that 
in ttfhers, the contemplation of its penalties will prevent the 
offence. But another ohjedion is, that thefe laws cannot be 
executed without the co-operation of the Weft Indians ihem- 
fclves. Was this altogether impoffible? Are there not 
alreadylaws In force, prohibiting any intercourfe between the 
Weft Indies and North America for the pur|}ore eff procuring 
provifions ? Has there been found any deficiency with refpe£fc 
to the obfervance of thofe laws? and yet provifions may be 
purchafed moreeafily than Haves. 

** Allufion has been made to an expreffion brought forward 
. by me on a fotaier evening, and repeated dtis pight by an ho¬ 
nourable 
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more unqucflionaWc than for the legiflatdrc of Great Britain 
to interferc in regulating.the external comrncrce.of her colo¬ 
nies. The right tibnourahie |;entleman faj^^ :^?it if you- cut 
them' ofK froth ian^ Sranch of trade, you' bwoitie youtfelves 
bound to fupply the'deficiency. In point ^ fa^ the argument 
is not founded, for you have a 3 ready ihterdi^e^'tliein from many 
branches of commerce, which you not fupply., But what is 

the extent of bis argumeiit as apj^i^to the prefent cafe? I'o 
fay that you aim bound to fupply th'e.Wirft India planters with 
flaves with your own hands, and your own capital, till fuch a 
time as thofb gtentleiwen arc convinced that ho fr«^ fupplies are 
neceflary, is to iu'ppofe that you have fofonied fOtpething like the 
worft of all contradfs;, I ao not like upon any fubjedl, lliU 
Icfs upon the prefent,' to make ludicrous obferyatiphs, btit Here 
1 cannot help remarking, that it is fuppofed that you have fold 
yourfeivcs to the devil: that this trade, which occauons mur¬ 
der, and all the other horrid a£fe at which humanity fituddefs, 
which tears liuman beings from their friends and from their 
native land, is to continue for ever, bccaufc wm arc pledged to 
protetl our colonies. When the right honourable gentleman 
talks of - the danger to btf -apprchenMd from flaves newly im¬ 
ported from a country, where neither from religion, morality, 
<ir philolcphy havethey acquired anylaudablcfcntiment or good 
difpontions where neither prefedpf nor example has concurred 
to form them to amiable manners and habits of virtue, what 
is the obvious inference? If there is one country in the world 
fo peculiarly- unfortunate, fo totally depraved, is not this 
wretched piflure of our nature owing to the exiftence of that 
abominable traffic, which thus tends to eradicate from the 
charadler any thing good, aniiablc, or even human ? Can 
there exift an obligation to be the conduftors of fuch a trade ? 
We cannot havo made fuch a contradt. If we have, it is one 
of thofe few cdntnuSls which cannot be, valid, which ought to 
be violated. The right honourable gentleman, in taking no¬ 
tice of the particular clahfes of the bill, lamented that there 
Ibtmld fee one, ena< 9 :ing, that thofe flave^ Who an; in 

the ifknds, fhould be taken from one ifijmd'tp 
ihu* fepaffated frond'their acquaintance ai^ the cpnne;;;itbn9 
tht'y may have ftWm’ed. If fuch aft? hiaTeelirigs wim 
n renioval from Barbadott to Jamaica, if he pimceivti^ yl^,at¬ 
tachment which binds them to’mp place they'jhatooucc tnnp- 
bited to be fo ftrohgi with what feiituneiits rriuft be contemplate 
rii^ feparatron which they, in‘the Hrll:. experience 

iioin their native fori; that feparati^'^(under all 
the bands yf nature, -which tear? ihem every'objedl of 

I'v m- 
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fyflipathetic fondnefs, fronn emy feene of cwly endearment ? 
With refpeft to Ae other clauAj.^buch.^^^?# >that thofe. ne¬ 
groes who ftiall^c^^tEempted thepurpole 



finccrcly wiih th^t any ojtter mode ief dlfpoilng of thesat oouli 
pofribJy he fugggftedr It is urged ^ainft yoa that 
they arc imjuWy torn .froitt;t!t»cir friejads«^ theu; country: 
why then do you riot tajfee the ttiicaiis tti fefiore them ? ff it were 
poffible to fecure this 'Ohje£h, I uiould gxadge no expeiice with 
which it be att^pded. But pne of . the of thus rob¬ 
bery IS, that i^ ;m?ans of reflithition. Should we 

attempt again tb tforiyey thbfe wretches to the coail of Afri¬ 
ca, they might ,oply be left to perifih W ^famine, or might 
be expdfed to a repetition of the fame fuffiermgs j and this cir- 
camftance in itfe'lr J[ can only confider as a freA ftigma, which 
attaches to this^abominable traffic,and amore convincing proof 
of its foul atrocity. 

‘‘Thfe.rrght hpnourabl^: gentleman had faid, that he w’as 
never in^ favour of the abolition of ihW trade, except by the 
means of a gradual abolition. Surdy.Jhe not can have forgot¬ 
ten that this very Houfe of Coownons have already provideti 
againft the immediate abolition* by the refolutipris which they 
entered into four years ago*, they laid tiie trade Aouid 
ccafe in February, 17961. iThat time being, t^tne, the right 
honotirahle gentlernan talks of Irapradlicability j upon that it 
js ncceflury we Aould pnderftand one ^j^ber- Did he mean 
to Uy that, with the cordial co-operatipq of the colonies? In 
that view the plan of the prefent bill 1$ certainly lEnpra^kabic, 
for fucb cordial co-opcratitwi they neyer will obtain. In that 
view of the cafe, the pli;i of the right honourable gentleman 
is equally impra£ficab!r, for the cordial co-operation of ,the 
colonies will never be obtained to any plan of .regulation. 
Being therefore fap’shed. that this colouration cannot be ob¬ 
tained at ail, the ff pufe Ihpuld proceed without it, and with that 
view of thd cafc, die, plati .propofed in the prefent bill was better 
than thaiptopofed 1^' i^ie fight honourable gentleman, becaufe< 
it WObJclbe tn'e^e ew.<^ual, aiid at the fame time iels difecuit in 
execi^brv.’ E-vafidip betomes eafy,. in proportioaas diftiiklion 
is diiilCillt," it,be'harder, to pun^A a man for importing 

negroes^ ohty i'ntipoftiijg jth^ni above a certain age ? In 
the bnii: cafe tlie enaflment is broad and po£tive,and removes 
at once ail d'ffficatty and deception; in the other, the diftindlion 
i.s matref olf uitM'eacy. and doybt, and o^ns a w'ide door for 
impafuioiX’iAd' fafetcj^iigc*. But is the right honourable gen¬ 
tleman 
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tleman pitparcd fofay, thatJieis aulllorilW-by the Wcft lndfi 
planters to ftate their co-dp^tion tb' tHc plan irbich he has 
propofed ? Have they not cph^ftantiy oppo^li^ ilht ohfta- 

cles in theifpbwer to every which ^ this 

bufinefs. Dldtiotthe aft to'pipf^ent the esporta^n of negroes 
to other iflafttls, meet alfo theoppofitit^dr&d&genticmen who 
are enemies to the abolition'? co-operition we cannot 

hope, and we nevc/ihall have.’ ■ Ckiubt# had been attempted 
to be railed''With whom the right tefted tb decide upon this' 
quellion. 

As to what die right honourable g<mtlema» bad fkid of 
the trablaftionsin 1^74, on the ai^ piafl^ by die legiflation of 
Jamaica; the right honourable gentleman (hidIt was oppofed 
by Mn Burke and Sir W. Meredith; that tranlaftion 1 recol- 
ieft. The queftibn was not fo much a'queftion of abolition 
as of right, on a point of iegiflation and'tzxatrort': and that, on 
a diflihftion, that the levying of intefnsil taxes belonged to the 
Colonial Aliembly, but the regulating of trade tO the parh'a- 
r::f tu of Great Britain ; and it was Aen determined that the 
Irgirtature of Jamaica had no right to external Icgillation. Yet 
foch v/as the fcope of that realoning, which went to affirm 
fhat this trade could not be abdifhed without the cOnfent of tl^ 
colonies.' With rclrciSlto the exiftence of a fuppofed engage, 
ment fanftioning the''trade,'and pledging the faith of parlia- 
inent for its contiiiuance; whenever parliament at any time 
thinks proper to encourage a trade in point of policy, it-by 
no. means binds cither to carry it on or to compenfate for its 
abolition. ' ’ 

** \Theh I oppofed the cotninfcrcial treaty with France^ on 
the grouisd that it would be pfcjudtCial to our trade with Por* 
tugal, I never pufiied the argument fofar as to contend, that be- 
caufe, by a formfel treaty, we had encouraged the trade wi th Por- 
tu^i, we werelHll indifpenfebly bound to afford it rhe fame 
countenance, and not todivert'cothfticrcc irrto any other chan¬ 
nel. But what have we dohe this fclKon and the la( 3 ;'i* We 
have in this country, pn the ^und of the fcardtyi^' provi- 
fioris^'cntifely ft<W, a great -trade, 'the' diftiflefy-tfadei' No 
propdfifidn cad ’ be m 0 re cvidpid', th'in., whencydf' aity t^oitve 



the fuppreffioh of dire trade is .palled’" 

of policy, but of btrnianitys''^d’ by «^hat is’. Superior to 
arty confidefatiohs either of pfeHcy or'hmnkrii:y-i’d^;;^e'prin- 
cjplcs of jufticc. u" ■; 

The right honourable gentleman'eamifii' to without 
feme regulations the trade not only cannot be carried oovcon- 

fifteiitly 
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with policy ^ prudence, but cpnfiftcntly with hii- 
manity Sind When he admits tbU right of re^ulaUo^ 

all q'weftwp to the right hf inarffo^e, is at an 

end. If. we hsiy«'h t® 

under the age iOf aPi we have ceri^^y a rigirt the 

trade altogether^ that uppn t^ principle of the.right ho¬ 
nourable gentleman hiinielf., lif be. h:»4htot!ght forward J^yhat 
he flated, refpe^ingi a cos^^ffipn, . into conh^d^ritwi 

the fttuation of the Weft bodies, and the claims of the plan^ei^;,' 
as a fpecific propofirioh, t ihoold certainly, in that form* 
have given it a^ due attcntipin*, At moll, it cs^ pnly ' .weig&' 
as an argumentfor, wng.up a daule for/that purpol^ 

to he iuferted in Bill.;;- 

“ Inthfc'OOurie of his fpcech, the |[^ght„hoDourable gentle¬ 
man, has taken .nOticq < of Ae,;imfout^d odurnnies circulated 
againft the planters, who had been reprefented as men void of 
hutnnnity. liadoubtodiy a great body,of evidence was brought 
forward to prove, that many aifts of cruelty and tyranny had 
at different times been perpetrated, under Ae fandlion of this 
odious traffic. 'I'his, indeed, is np gpod rcafon .why the 
plaolicrs, who partake of the charai^s of any mijred body of 
men, fhould be branded with one ^general ftigtna.. It cannot, 
however, be denied, that wherever there is flavery, there 
will be abufci. If, with refpe^,to,the. Weft Indies, w’c judge 
of the national chara£ler.from that, which has always been 
confidered .as its bell criterion, the ,national laws, wc lhall 
form no' very ,favpurat4e conclufion.can be more de- 
tcftable than the laws of Barbadoes, wduch have becnxcferred 


to on a former qcc^fion i, And if anything can exceed tbq letter 
ot the laws qf Barbadpe% it is the pracbee in Jamaica, of expof- 
ing men to the iiin in cages, until theyjierilli under their torture, 
as deferibed by Bryan Edwards, a man who is,joflly entitled 
to every praUe., , 1 do not impute that Ipirit.of' cruelty to Jifl!:; 
dividualsj it is the infallible cphfequence of llavcry, Thi^ 
trade, it is ra«l,,.has. exilleO a hundred years. Slavery, it iS 
to be. ]^)ent;ed,.;..is,^n^h older. It has been uniform in its 
oftb( 9 V,a*.all pl^es and in ail ages. We have have had wrii 
ters; iftt ftayery athppg the anpjents, and thete we can trace the 
lame fifties, jprei^ccd by this .deteftable ^pra^ce, as we hay6 
occalioiistto ..wi^hefs, in modern timics. The' authority of 
Ariftqtle BaS-jbpea^ quoted, and what does he fay on the fub- 
jedl?' . ‘ The Barbwiaiis are ftaves by nature;, and m.ade for 
the feryi(^:Of,|^ Greek^.’ Finding the pradlice fub|ifting 
among hiscnhmrymen, this occurred to him as the calieft and 
moftf *pitode of accounting for its origin j, and in 

anotlrer place he fays, ‘ You muft not introduce what is too 

improbable 
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improbable, even in fiction j therefore you muft not rcprprcnt 
a‘ flave a# a good man ;• fi^r the'chtt'iSeri though mit te- 
pofiibie, is contlrstry to hitture and to, ^$uifai experience.* 
This was the-tS^ihion of the ancieai^’>:aftS lijould bfc the 
opinion of the ift^rhs, srtid therefox’e gAidcmcii fliould never 
attempt toddFendtheflave lfe|dh upon the jgeheral chara£lcr of 
tbofc who carried ft on. Nothing iiideed'^ti be more true, 
tiiati that, all the virtues of man ,a«5^ to' liberty j in the 
generous foU- of freedom they/'tSS^ deep root, and acquire 
their full vigour and tiiaturity the fetfter on the dung- 
bill of flavery, and flibot forth with naUfequs luxuriarice.' If, 
thimfore, thirt were laws an hundred years bid in favour of 
tbe Save trade," let aS now amend tbeitJi' 

** But the fight hoitourablc gentleman fayi, that even if we 
fhouSd abandon the trade, from a priivciple of juftfet', we 
ihould ftill gain nothing on the Icore of.huniai>tty. f will not 
again repeat that atgument already fo often enforced, that we 
ought to abftain from crimes Without any coftfideratitm of 
confcqiicnces. But I wiil afk, if we abandon the trade at 
the prclcnt momenr, who are liltely to take it up ? Penmark 
has already declared its determination to ahoHfh the Save 
trade. Will the French, the Dutch, or the AmeriesPs, 
reatUly emb.irk in inch an undeitakirg ? If, from a priiicipie 
of jufticc, this great country take the lead in renouncing tins 
horrid and difgracefiS traffic j if America bear teftirhony to 
the fame caufr, and Kmiicc, already pledged by her ow'n de¬ 
clarations, perfevcie in the courfe flic has adopted, may not 
this powerful example be fuppofed to be'the mcift effe£hiai ftep 
bring about a "complete and final abolition'I afk thofe 
who queftion your right to legifia'te fbr Jamaica, what right 
you have to legiSatc for Aftfca ? What ri^htDhglifhmcn have 
to tear the unoffending' inhabitants from their native foil, and 
to deyote them as' the viitinis of their avarice and cruelty? 
What fort of'law Is that which fanttions the commilEoh Of 
ihjuftice, or what fort of morality is that whidh tefhebesbs to 
commit crimes, becaufc they are fheltercd by’th'c dsahiple of 
others? An honourabie friphd of mine'(Geaeraf fup-r 

pofed that a general buff of -exciam^tibn, WhlcH'pfdCecded 
fiom thole whb-wche adverfe ts Ae trhdh, iva^^Vneaht in¬ 
terrupt him, tind faid, * it was very well for fflWjtkiBhen 

on ihe<}uefiion, without thinking of, the cM^ of the 

Weil indks, and then retire id their 
fuppnf© that exclamation 
ere thinking of the claims'Of perfons- in 
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ncra|, from thofe who were thmJcingtof the claims of the po6r 
negrOTS. Good God I .arc we placed in ^ircumftances 
of comfort and eafe^^hich he has-de£?4feed^'. 
fitate a moment to.decides, .vphctlier are ihall teiiy^ ^ African 
in pofleflio!! of the,common ble^gs of natitfe* of thpi^^oy*. 
me.nt of his freedom# aad,the privilege of his iotdwfiTy, .pr 
whether we fhall harbaroufly, tear fsom liis hi^bc,< Vatid 
doom him to be rbc-,«Jruid^ of avartc^,).and thp yi^m'cff 
tyranny ? But if I hayfi-Kilrfiady ihewnjthe plan of the tight 
honourable gentleman to, fee more exceptionable in point Of/ 
praiSiicability, how .^oe$ it. i^and in point of bnmanity and ; 
juftice? What muft iycithirtk if Great Britain, giving up 
the general point Lis light to carry on the trade, and open¬ 
ly avowing its inyufticc, IhouJd ftiU continue to cxercife-that 
trade with refpecl: to the weak and helplefs? Is it of confe- 
qiicnce for a nation to fee moral? WhaX imprefiion then m«ft 
it give .tp other ftates, that Great Britain dcclarts that ftr 
feels the inhumanity, that .the acknowiedges the Injuftice of 
the flaveff^de, that (he henceforth renounces all piivilege to 
traffic in thofe who have arrived to manhood, and attained their 
fill! ftrength, but reforves to herfelf the power to prev oa 
helplefs infancy and unofFcnding innocence, without coiihdec- 
ing the feelings of thofe who are thus bereaved of iheir chil¬ 
dren, or the fufierings-of poor vtdlims thus dragged fryiii 
the bofom of parental fondnefs, to dnnk the bitter draught of 
fldvery ? Can agoverriment continue refpefled or .ccfpeitable, 
which places humanity and juflice on one, hand, and policy , 
and gain op the oUacr? This mull be,^ Cafe if you do not . 
abolim the Have trade, and moie fo if ytmado^ic il>e plan et 
abolition propofed fey the right honourable gentleman. My 
hon. friend (General ijmiih; iays,tliatan aiTrpfparliament will 
never pafs to afeoliih this tiade. i am pervaded that the opi¬ 
nion oftheHoufe of Commons, firmly ai^'decidedly exprefli-d , 
will have great wight in .influencing ultimate decihon, > 
and you tn^gfetto lofe no.time in giving ir the utmoft poffihio 
effe<a. I-atn^ftonifhcd that our propoftticH) fiiould be termed . 
abrupt ^.frally j .k;i^ how ei^ years fince tfee firfi buftne& 
was abjolrtion, by a vote of this Souse, 

wasfixe^^fornow come to afic-it itv t797. Of 
all othenp;|i^g^,- ih^fof feafte and precipitance is the lealt 
apph'calie Wslim.fHpporters of this Bd). If the other part 
the legimtture^i^t he found to differ from ■ irs in opinion*, 
on this fiifeje^ l(i^,.;usby out Condu-,% that if 
is not the fault.nf ^ Commons of Great Britain, that the 

con- 
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ocmtinuaticeof a trade was fan<Sioned, which cverjr iriaA’ ad- 
taits to be ct^ntrary tohunSianhy, policy, andjuftice. 

? Geiieral exp^n^. 

Mr. tH6:t ,feverd prov^^jf!oiif "#the BHi uffdcr dif- 

• tuffion wisre not'of a nattttis ’which dii^lttbtifreicodld fafely pafs 
with any attention to' ti^ “ititiweftft of platers, or even 
with probable fuccf^lh ^ the ob]e^;^b^^ It was not, 
however, his defigtt'fo' ^"o -de^plj? into ^he fubje<$ii as'all 
that could he advar^«d <>n rt'wtth had been antici- 

-pated, and moft ably urged, by his; right Honourable friend, 
i’Mr. Dundas* , He declared he waS by no means an enemy to 
the • abolition'of tbbflave trade,' whiich' he tbooght could Be 
dSe^esd widiout violence of pfetfoflhal Jnjuw, and tnm with 
the concurrence of the^pfantejrSi to the wnd and mode in 
Wh*^ pfopofed that this aboKrioh JftioUltl be accom¬ 
panied, he could not Hut objedl. To the lirft jprdvllibn of the 
Bill, it was in his mind an trtfuperable objedlion, feat it in¬ 
terfered with the fubje( 9 :s of other ptw'ers, by bringing them 
to trial in this country, if they’were convtSed df having'vio¬ 
lated this proviftoQ againft feip^ng negroes from Africa. 
If a Dane or a Swede For inflanCe chofe to carry on this trade, 

■ his ftiip and cargo were b/ the provifion' febjeifled to confif- 
cation, and he himfclf to the punifernent of tianfportatibn, 

dfi him by an Eii^lh jefry add an Englifh judge. 
Would notw meafare of that'kind be an unjuftffiaTile interfe¬ 
rence with the legiflaturc of other powers, and expofe us to 
difficulties and even war with neutral nations ? To the 
leeohd provifion hte alfo muft obje<^, inafmacb as it went to 
puriifh any BrrtilB ftfejedl who Ihould Bfc cbnviiStcd of carry- 
ing negroes to foreign jflands; its ©potion, in this refpcil, 

■ would, however, be tbund to be partial; no!' one could deny,* 
that an Irdidbitaint Of Ireland was a Britlfe fubjedt j yet he 

s- could not be affefted fay tbis prOvifion, though he carried on 
ahe trade it’Was intended to aboUfh j thus ^rk and Water¬ 
ford might be made fe rife on the rtiina «f BriSBl iirid Liver- 

^ ■ 

/ Tp: other provlfions of the BiH as . they 

tehfd^ to veft a <difcfetionary power rti fee 'pf.fee' Oo- 

visrnbrs of oar ifiand* wbkSi aii^t’te 'li^e fe jgrcA^ abufesj 

as they were enabled to bring home . 

in defence of their own coft^^, while 

vfenfc who vindicafe fee coia&!ft''' '^ 4 ife 

:-aecufed, ■■ 

Politive aSs of pafliament fe ^ itavte trade, 

which decidedly pronOiaieed, that . trade our 

■ tolonics 
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colonies' coul A not, exift were to be found in our ftatute bo^ks. 
He was therefore againft its being abplifheil abruptly, vio¬ 
lently, and unfeafonably, and without giVit>g a fair;, trial to 
other modesj, by which the feme ..olyedl might be accom- 
plilhed with equal effedl and, .inftpitely lefs danger. ..The 
breed of negroes might, he believed, be increafed in our.^ pWii 
illands to the nutnber heceilitry fqr their cultivation, he fbere- 
fore, fuggefted the propriety .of propohng'rewards for. its en- 
courtigement. The .promoters of the prefent Bill would de¬ 
feat jtheir own obje£t, by the violence with which they wUbed 
to Carry it into eifc£i j, and though a friend to the abolition, 
if the time and-mode propofed involved no difficulty or dan¬ 
ger, Mr. Rofe feitl, he muft now oppofe it, becaufe the pro- 
vifionsof the prefent Bill Teemed pregnant, w>^h bbth. 

Mr. .Serjeant Adair feid, be admitted the force of the ob- 
jeftions Ifarted by the laft fpeaker, , and be rofe chiefly 
for the purpufe jQi endeavouring to remove them. ' Some, 
at firft view, certainly appefared, to be of weight, but when 
duly confdered, .they would be found to arife from a mifeon- 
ceptiou pfthc ebufes ofthe Bill. Others, he (hould wifh it 
werepwible to cfFe£l theobjefb of the Bill without adopting. 
The nrft objection urged, wras the difficulty of bringing home 
a foreigner for trial; and it was' argued that we could not 
make the fubjecls of neutral prions amenable to our laws. 
•This objection was fuHv- anfwercd by the efeufes of the Bill j 
in other cafes the punifhment itfelf, and the"penalties were 
cbnJiiied . exc.luftvely to the fubjeCls ©f this couiitry. Fo¬ 
reigners were not fubjed to the provifions of this Bill, but in 
the fmgle inftance where they landed and fold negrqes'in our 
illands, and their pumlbment in fuch cafes was recognifed by 
the cuftom of every country, and by the principleS’Of the law 
of nations. The ^ of Ihipping. negroes on the coaft-of 


Africa, and exporting them to our countries, was made a 
crime in BritLlh fubjeds alone. .That inconvenience might 
arife froqi the bringing of witnefles home from the colonies w^as 
true, but not in the extravagant extent of the fuppofitions and 
of the examples which the honourable gentleman chofe to 
adduce* It cettalply could be no hardihip cp bring the offen¬ 
ders Jhopie, Where they., would)je tried by jury of their 
. coun^mi»:'much better and much fairer than any where, elfe* 
Betid^ imw pf Jthe offences might not be committed in tbs 
W^^Indiei^ j^uC oivffier.btgh.fei^s, or on the coaft of Africa. 
After^’, Jf,any thing could be devifed to anfwer the purpof® 
of t^'wfthopt tjw.meccffity of bringing the,;peTfons 
home,' he Ipdulj^^bel^ppy i in the jirefcnt ftate of the Weft In*v 
Vot. lilii i7i|6 


3 I 


dies, 
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dfes, however, it wai» not to.be expelled thatjuftice would 
be done upon 9ny, culprits by whom the law might be vio> 
Jated/. ' '■ <' ' , 

hlr. Adair ncjrt adverted to thedauie piade" fuch (hips 
as ibould be taken with ilavoi «n board, Uabkto confifcatton. 
^his clahTe he faid, was borrowed froiTt;^the rcyeiiue Jaws^ and 
enabled all fuch cargoes to be diipofed dt'ascomraband goods;, 
I hedaufein itfelf he was £ar from approving, and was ody 
difpoi^d to adopt it till a better fliould. be devifed; fome mode 
it was neverthelefs lieceflary to adopt, in order to excite and 
ittward the adivity of the captors: bnaufe, unkfs that private 
intereft was to b(; promoted, hoW could it be expeded that 
^ey would exert their vigilance and adivityi without which 
the wi{hed«fb|r o^ed, could never be aCcompHihed; nor 
could he fee that the fete of thofe unfbrcunate beings would 
thereby be rendered more fevere. They were entered and 
infured as goods at Lloyd’s, and they might be fully as weH 
iti the hands of the captor as in tho hands of the merchants 
At leaft be thought it was not for thofe who of^fed tbemeap- 
fure to objed to the mode of difpofitig of the Haves taken 
which the Bill propofed; after every day of tlicir livds, -con- 
^.to nature and jufticc, treating human beings as a com- 
they furely could not Hnd feult with their being feld 
for'idre beneht of the captors. It was indeed contrary to the 
principle of the Bill, but as bis right honourable friend (Mr. 
fox) had well obferved, the injuifice done to the unhappy 
qegro^s, after it was once committed, wasirremediable. 

On the caufe of juftice and humanity Mr. Adair faid, be 
was not difpofed to touchy it had. alre^y-been pleaded .with 
due eHfed by abler advocates j and h.e would agree with the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. 'Duhdas) that this traffic 
was as commty to found p^tcy as it wa^ to juiUce and huma- 
jpty. 

.,.^e would not admit tlmt it was competent for that Houfe 
to^ke laws to bind the Africans j much letb could he admit 
tt^oihpctency to legiflato and defiiie at what age' they might 
be madeflaves. The attempt to afeettaih ehe age added nor 
a, liu|p to the injuiftice and impraidlicaWlity of the ptaiii for id 
■no cafe, did our laws secogni^e any reference m age, eiccepi; 
in cafes where,violence was offered to wemed whd^hui .not 
artained a certmn number ofyea«. Niw wert» ibe 
ffOnS'with regard to the, fex, lefs objei^iontdile; he^'^ouid 
ieave it to the judgment <d^\he Houde to deiH^ it 

were more honourable to take women add than 

]adults> who were able to defend thtm^ves,'* AlmKe Ull, could 
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we.'imagine ourfelves competent to fan 61 ion and doom to 
flavery hundreds of thoufands of our fellow creatures, in no 
refpedt our> fubje^s, connefted with us in np relation, not 
even oppofed to us in war, which, might afford ibme excufe 
for fuch violence ? Nothing co^d authorife it j no JaW could 
give one government that power oyer the fubjei^ of Mother. 
Much had been faid about the time and m^e in rWhich it 
might be proper to abolilh a trade, that on 'all iides. was ad*> 
mitted to he cruel and unjufi. The fame reafons- that ..fhe 
right honourable gentlerrtan (Mr. Dundas) had urged that day 
for poflponement, might with equal propriety be advanced fifty 
years hence, and carry with them the -fiime weight and im- 
pretlion as at prefent. The delay contended for, was therefore 
as ufelefs, as the remedies propofcd would be-ineffectual. Upon 
the whole, he would repeat what he had already faid, that he 
was not at liberty to vote but one way, and that for the abor- 
lition. On no' pretext can we claim a right to Inflate for 
the Africans, much Jefs could we by an aCt of Parliament 
claim the right of fubjefling them to the moft cruel flavery, 
and though the policy of the manner was a fit objeCi of con- 
fidcratlon, it was of a nature that could not be allowed to 
weigh againft the prefling demands of juftice and humanity.- 
On thele grounds Mr. Adair felt himfelf jullified in voting tor 
thequeflion. 

'I'he Secretary at War f.iid, he rofe to maintain the doubts 
which his mind had felt upon this important fubjeCl;} and, 
thoujh he might entertain doubts, the fentiments by which 
he had originally beeft influenced were not altered; jLv&a the 
late events that had taken place in Europe, which were fuf> 
ficient to have reverfedall former political opinions, and, like 
an eIcCiric fhock, to have dellroyed the magnetifm and, po¬ 
larity of the mind, had not overturned the principles on wliich 
his opinions on this fubjeCt were founded.. iV.ll tlic havoc of 
the rights of man had not blunted him to the rights of Afri-' 
cahs,' nor bad the example of French liberty reconciled him' 
to African flavery; yet recent events might be fufficient to 
make him, without being liable to imputation of inconfiflency, 
hefitate as to the manner in which the object was to be ac- 
complifhcd.. He conftfled that he did not think the fubjed 
had been argued fattsfailorily on either fide, or in fuch a way 
as lo remove the doubts under which he laboured. On the 
points of juftice, both parties feemed agreed, though argu¬ 
ments upon this head had been advanced, that be could not 
admit. I'hofe who fupported the abolition upon the general 
principles of jufticc were not confiftent with themfelvef, if 

3 2 they 
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they admltferf any thing ijuirt of the total aholitlon of the in^- 
ftitutionof flavery. Tljat fhould he a caution how they em¬ 
braced principle without qualificationy or diverted any point 
of the comprehfenfive relations that might he involved in it. 
^3oth fideshad unnecertarily dwelt on the topics of juftice and 
humanity, to which all were ready to fuhfcribe. Ir was re- 
qulfite, however, to. heat fomething more than the exclama¬ 
tion'of rwr?// 

He did not think it was a proper view of the cafe to fay that 
we could not legillate for Africa. It was to be confsdered in 
•whatrefpedt our conduit to them was unjuft. It violated as 
yet no municipal law, and flaves were procured fonactime*. by 
Corifent of the African ftates, fo that we were influenced oiily 
by a general regard for the happinefs of mankind. It was lor 
the interrft of other ftates then that wc were lb much intereft- 
ed, and hv which our conduct was to be guided. He recalled 
this to the recollection ot the Houfeto fbew how mconliftcnt rholc 
perfons were, who, in dilciiflions ot the prtfenc time, equally 
importantas this, maintained that we had no bulinefs with general 
views of the intereft of matikind, that this was mere Qiitxotifm; 
and made up of chimerical reveries, and that a nation had 
nothing to do but to conluk its own intereft. It w'as hktwife 
held out as a principle, that wc ought not to do wrong merely 
■jjccaufe others might do it, whether w'c did or not. That 
this w'as tj.iC tvas iinqucftiortablc; the point how'ever was 
this, whether there would be a greater qiiaimty of mifery occa- 
floned to mankind by our adding to the mimbcr of crimes, 
or whether the mafs of guilt remained the lame, if we 
continued to do the wrong or not ? He thought the example 
we might give to others, and the effeeft this might have upon 
rhe CQjjduei of others, was the great point of view in which 
the matter was to he taken, in the profeiit cafe the example of 
CJreat Britain, renowned and glorious as fhc was in abftain- 
‘ingt'rom the trade, where the number of individual ftates en¬ 
gaged in the trade was lb fmall, would be of the laft impbr- 
tancc. It was unfair to argue that parliament was only doing 
what it had before refolved upon, and that precipitation was 
an uhjult imputation on a cafe that had.fo long depended. 
Was not the ftate of the iflands changed ? Was not the ftate 
of Europe changed? "Ves, great and awful ohanges had 
• taken place, which made every attempt of the nature we are at 
fifefent engaged in, attended with the moft imminent danger, 
,(*isi{fVcn to the very objeils, in favour of whom the prefent Bill 
was brought in. There was now no queftion of weighing 
Jingliftj gold againft African blood, and the profits-of Euro¬ 
peans 
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peanjs againft the mifedes of Africa; thefe were things not to 
be compared; but there was a queftton, vizi weighing humani¬ 
ty againft humanity, and comparing the means ptropofed with 
the probable attainment of the objetft. In the balance of evils, 
he would let the Africaits remain fome time longer in their 
former ftate, fooner than rifle the dangers which a precipitate 
endeavour to meliorate it might draw on us. 'I'he, Ranters 
themfelves were already much difpofed to alleviate their con¬ 
dition ; and this difpofltion might be expe(fted daily to improve 
from the mild operation of opinion, which .was principally fet 
oHoat by thedifeuflions which had taken place in that Houfe on 
the lubjedt. A time of pe.ice too was .preferable to a time 
war. Bad effedts might be produced on *rhe temper of the 
negroes ; upon the whole h? fhould have been pleafed that the 
fubjedt had not been agitated at the prefent -moment; and that 
it had been allowed to ftand off, though not laid out of view. 
He faid that a plan had been formed for the abolition of the 
Have trade by a perfon (Mr. Burke) of the moftextenfivc be¬ 
nevolence, as well as comprchcnfive genius, which he had 
conceived many years before, and intended to bring forward, 
had he not given way to the honourable gentleman by w'hom 
the lubject was firft agitated in that Houle, and to whom he 
had refigned it, carelcfs by whom good was done, provided it 
was done, and from a conviftion that it then came forward 
with better hopes of fuccefs. The plan of that honourable 
gentleman he had viewed with the fame predilection which he 
had entertained for eve'y thing that his great, wifdom at¬ 
tempted. 'f'be deflgn of that plan was different from that (rf 
the honourable gentleman ; it did not begin by abolifhing the 
traffic, but by introducing fucb regulations into the treat¬ 
ment of the negroes, as would fecure their propagation, and 
make the trade gradually die away. Next to fuch a plan as 
that at the prefent moment and under the prefent circuinftances 
he fhould have wilbed no plan at all to have been adopted. 
Upon fo important aqueftion, he could not reconcile his mind 
to giving no vote at all, and feeing the doubts as they appeared 
to him, it wa.s with great rcluiftance that he fhould vote/or the 
Bill. Nothing could be more unpleafant than to a£i againft 
principles, to the truth of which the mind had affented; he 
was certain of the principles, and cpyld not be certain of the 
propec/orcc of . the objections, he would therefore follow that 
tenor of conduct which he had uniformly obferved on the pre¬ 
fent fubje6t, and vote confiflently. 

T'ii'i ,Q>anctUor■af the Exehequer faid, that af^r.having rc- 
,peatedly. delivered his opinion upon the fubjedl then* under 

difeuifioa 
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difcufiioa, it would not be ncceflky for him to detain the 

Houfe with any confiderable length of argumenti he would 

merely advert to bbfervations which had heen made by bis 

honourable friends who differed from him leljX^Sling the time 

ahd rudde of abolition. As often as he had heard the queflion 

sigitated} as ably as be had always.beard it argued, no reafon* 

ing, no argument which ingenuity, prompted either by an ho- 

Dour^le difference of opinion, or by an interclfed motive, as 

lit fbme inAances, he truffed would be candidly admitted to 

hhn, C(^ld fugged, or ability bring forward, had operated to 

cHahge his 5xed and decided idea rcipedting the advantages of 

fpeedy and immediate abolition. He was io f<ir from agreeing 

with his honourable friend who fpoice laft, that the great 

change which took place, that thealarming and dangerous events 

which had happened fince the introduction of the queftion 

into that Houle by his honourable friend (Mr, WilberforccJ, 

were of fuch a nature as to make it advifeable for gentlemen to 

alter the time and manner of abolition, that he felt fuch cir- 

cumfrances to be the flrongcfl; reafon to induce the Houfe to 

adopt the mcafurc. Kven the danger of principles at prelent 

afloat, made him draw an oppoiitc conciunon Ironi that of his 

honourable friend, and in his mind juftificd his contending that, 

whh regard to the iiifety of the iflands, wiih a view to the 

caufe of humanity and juftice, we (hould refort to an abolition 

without further delay, in every cohfideratlon therefore which’ 

he was enabred to give the bu/Inefr, diat was his invariable 
• * 


opinion. 

That the agitation of the bufinefs might have' a bad tendency 
and create a dangerous impreflion on the minds of the negroes, 
and the interefts of the planters, if thci Bill was not pafled, 
he was free to confcfr, and be felt no fmall degree of anxiety 
on "that particular point. If he thought the meafure w’js 
not likely to fucceed, he had rather that it had ilept for the pre- 
icht in a temporary oblivion, till it might be brought forward 
with mbrefafety and unanimity. When however the hring- 
irrg irlb often forward, appeared likely, to advance the pacafure 
of abolitfioii in the ei:d, by preparing parties for it; w'hen 
he heard it declared and ailerted from the befr authori^jn. fhe 
Houfej that, fince thd fubjed had been brought forward ■ the 
horrors fo deprecated and lamented by all, had agreumea* 
fure Ceafed, he hoped the pf.adical good of dKcumbn. would 
ultiniaftely counterbalance the pra£licai evil apprehended from 
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Ft-om the debat-es of that Houfe .getting abroad, he (aw no 
podible danger; much lefs could he conceive how they could 
createdifcontent in the minds of the negroes; they muft 
that moft of the arguments were in their fayour; ff, neverthe- 
lefs, there yet was danger in debating the q^ueRion^) he did not 
wifti to probe their wounds flill more, by going then into ar¬ 
guments upon the grounds of humanity and jiilfide. He de¬ 
clared, he was;.aftoni(hed to hear fuch contradidiory ^(itiops 
from gentlemen refpeding the continuance of the trade.T— 
Would they, who appreheiided fuch danger from the 
already imported, continue to import a new mafe year.after 
Tear, and in the farxM breath contend, that fuch annual 
forcemems cured the mifcbief that operated on the minds qf 
the old Haves'?' If the danger was (o gtcar, and the queiHott 
was become fp delicate, that gentlemen were afraid to agitate 
it, would they (fill argue for the continuation of that danger* 
and contend againd the abolition as a remedy for the evils 
which they fo much dreaded ? He would lay nothing of the 
alarm that pcdleired the minds of gentlemen, nor w^uld lie 
dwell on the horrors and injullice of the trade, to induce gea^ 
tlemen to adopt his ideas, becaufe all were agreed on 
grounds, and rhere were Hot to be found among the moft in- 
terefted in the continuance of the tralHc, men fo loft to aU. 
fenfe of truth and all the powers of convidf ion, as to ftand -up 
advocates for fanflioning the trade on , the piinciples of hu¬ 
manity and juftice. He did not like the plan which bis ho¬ 
nourable friend (Mr. Burke) had Ibrmed for the gradual abc'ii- 
tion, though he had the greateft reverepcefor every thing which 
came from that re(pc6table-and enlightened .genticnmii; be- 
caule he thought tfcit, hy^ protrafting abplitioh, they would 
increafc the danger of the iliands; by beginning with an ame¬ 
lioration of the lituatiOn.of the negroes, the more their ex- 
pedlattons would be excucd, and' the greater would be the 
danger of their being impreflbdtiad ftimolatedby the fallaci-. 
ous principles with which they were aflai|cfd. ,Oii the contrary; 
by commencing bur labours by tlJc abolition of the trade altV. 
getber. We were removing the nulical caufe oi their , 

and preparing the wfty to a certSlin melioration of their conipi-^ .. 
tion, imdkiueh ai it would , be the-inteie^.of the planters ,t|p . 
treat them in a. thcffe favourable manner: 

Hefatd^hh^tOuld not paft unnoticed the uhfairners ofeonfb^nd- 
ingthe inheimaiaftairs of the iftands with the cireumftaiie^s of 
the trade. All the dangers and misfortunes of the colonies wck 
not certaiidy to be aferibed to the difcontent of the (laves-; and 
the prevalence of an idea fo grofsly erroneous would, in his 

Opinion 
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opinion, moft enil^ngcr the interef^s of the planters. GenUe- 
men were inconfiftent In arguing, that, by delaying the aboli- 
tic«i, the Weft Indians woujd themfelves needme fenfible, that 
it was for their interefts and credit, that itftiould he eventually 
put an end to} but how and upon what prindple was this hope 
to.be indulged;,, or how was it to be reconciled to their public 
afls ? He put the matter to a fair criterion, and referred the 
Hciife to the report of the aflembJy of the ifland of Jamaica 
injhfe year 1788; in which they uated the foie objedlion to 
an abolition of the trade to confitt ip the dilparity between the 
number oT males and, females, which, when done away by the 
impbrtation of more females, would , fufnI0t., th«:in with the 
means of fufficient population. Thus they adtpitted the ex¬ 
pediency, the policy, the Humanity and the iufticc of the abo¬ 
lition, and only gave their opinion as to the period when it 
fhould commence. That period had long fihcc arrived, and 
yet, compare the report with a petition prell-nted this very 
ftaEon, anfl at prefent on tlieir table; they would find die plan¬ 
ters coming forward to parliament, and ftating, that they 
proved on oath to the Houfe, that the trade was not oppofitc 
to the principles of juftice and humanity'. 

Such were the confiftency and candour of the Weft India 
planters; who, fo far from wifliing for the abolition, after tbe 
flelay with which they had been indulged, flatly contraJidt 
themfelves, and they declare themfelves of a different opinion 
from'that they avowed eight years ago. Notwithftanding this, 
the Hbufe w'as dcfired by gentlemen to Wait for fomc time lon¬ 
ger, in cbmpfiance with the wjfhes of the Weft Indians. With 
refpect to, their pretext of obtaining four years for the fake of 
proportioning the numbers of the fexes, he before calculated 
to tfic Koufe, that' the fexes tallied at the moment the com¬ 
plaint was preferred, as much as cou],d be, though not equally 
.in'all the iilands: if ‘ a difproportion had taken place, it was 
becauTe. greater numbers were imported. He never heard his 
calculations.rcfpeiSing. the proportion of the fexes. diiprovcd; 
and he was aware the‘ complaint had been urge'd, and'was then 
urgedj as a pretext againft the bill. In this way, and from this 
mode of proceeding, it was not poftible to guefs at a period 
.WhicH the We^ Indians would fay was .proper fpir the abor¬ 
tion i that was avowedly the opinion of thd'petitioners, 
it was furthei* corroborated by this circumftancjs,.:i:(iat;fince 
tfic Jdea of an immediate abolition was prevente^l t$e impor- 
taridn had increafed with frelh Vigour, and w^;".doe''^ourth 
’ ar leaft, than parliament had determined’itoojgfit to be. 

^ was this, all: in proportion as, the 

■ of 
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of the continuance of this odious traffic, the ^ilantcr:. fecmcd to 
extend their neceffities and their views, and vvere e^cr to im¬ 
port frcfli Oaves for the cultivation of nevi!! colonieji, an itlea 
feouted in that Ho^O; univerfally. If then* the laft 

tour yearS) the trade hhd been followed with additUm tl vigou*-^ 
it plainly appealed, that what was urged refpe^O^ptipnl^tioii 
was a pretext for the future progfcfs of the tt;ade. wtlhed 
alfo to prefs on the minds hi gentlemen the argument 
ing the improvement of uncultivaied lands, it was urged by 
the planters, that they were paying quit rent for one miUion of 
acres, which would W wafte on their hands unlefs they were 
allowed to import Oaves for reclaimmg^tiw lame. Would the 
floafc fay, that (he Oave trade w'as 1^^ continued till this 
million of acres was brought into cultivation ’ If, a hundred 
ycai s ago, it was propofed to add a miUion mo'-e of fugar acres 
to our (lands, would it be agreed to At the expcnce of encou< 
raging the Have trade, and did not the fame principle apply lu 
me ptefent cafe ? If,this plan was to'erated, it would b, cqj! - 
valent to founding new colonies. Was it not better to make 
thofe gentletnl-n a compenfadop for their quit-rents, than eu 
tihiiib new colonu s, and continue, the ilave trade on that 
ground ? Did gentlemen nicau to fay that the parliament ot 
fyreat Britain had no right to interfeie with the internal regu- 
ction of the colonies ? He would not enter into any long ar¬ 
gument on the queftion of right; it was not neceffary-—when 
gentlemen, how'ever, confidered that we regulated the com¬ 
merce of the idands, jthey muil admit, that we had aq Indu- 
bitcible right to enact a mcafurc of abolition. Parliament had 
the undoubted power apd right to prohibit the trade; die aft 
of 1778, though It limited the right of taxation, cxeept for 
purpofes of revenue 'kfl full power to prohibit trade; and 
while they can aboliffi that on whiph tiie f}ave trade depends, 
the guilt muif remain with the m when they allow it to conti¬ 
nue. With re^rd to out power ui d(i$.refpedl» it was acknow¬ 
ledged by an Uflembly of Jamaica in 1788, It was there flated, 
thut it is not fuffictendy underftood in Great Brjuin, that 
the African trade dotiS not, by any means, belong to the peo>* 
pie of the Colonies) ,Biat it Is purely Briuihi, canied on fatf 
their own advantage, ip their own bottoms, and on their own 
capitals.’*, 1‘akUlg this rrp;dentation to be true, nothing 
could be more incontrovertible, than that parliament bad the 
power to ncgjiidatd or to annihilate, as it thought proper, that 
trade wbtdh ti^aS imm'^djately undet tts own cpntroul. It 
would be wafting the time of the Hfoufe to ofier any farther 
argument on at Tui^eH fo exceedingly obvious, and which 
conftantly fell under thnr ptcftir^'. 

Voi,. III. 1796, j M The 
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The next <l[tieftion vi^heeher any pra<^ciLl or mbra! 
jtood woiild enfue by oar dereHt^tott of this triUe, and whe¬ 
ther', though w« sbaHdoned it» the ftntie e»U woidd not ftill 
continue in (bme>other 4 b||>e, lor rife ti{) (ome other 

quarter? A^HtWing; feis aU it» fbavet ivonld a petty 

and fraudulent trade bear any pfoportion to that c^ni)' earned 
On under the fanAion of the Brttifli govertmienc? It waa 
plain, that 1>y futh ilUdt trade one tenth of the 'afual number 
Could not lie imported i and the pntfiioid good of the meafurc 
was eflabliAed, if nine tenths of the aeaoes ceafod to be im- 
potted. Nor vfa this all:>-by dtosinmifig the ptmitum of 
iiatfcs) the demand Ibf them would be ttdnee^ the mrfciy of 
the iilands would be frdtigeted, and tho'horrM ct7cumftatice<t 
Ilf the African naitivve would be meliorated* Neither would 
the blcfllngs of abolitioii ftop here} the exaenple ot our eolo* 
nisi pofTiffions would hare an happy effedf ton alt Europe, and 
pave the way for univerfal abolition; in his mimdan jri'erifti- 
ble atgumenc with a Hrioih Houfie of Coninoons for ipeedy 
abolition. 

There only t'cmained for him to ittalte fome obfetvationsoR 
the claufes which his himeurablc friend ^Mr. Rufe) had ob.> 
jeded to, and fhr arguments he had advanced againA the 
He umuld fir ft take notice, that bis hwioorabie fricAd had re¬ 
marked, that when we abandoned this trade, its profits could 
be transferred to the commercial people of IrLknd. He owned 
he was a little furpriled at fuch an idea having incurred to any 
man } if, howcvi r, fuch a conlequeocc ftsouht follow, be would 
only fay for one, that if the ftave trade was to have a continu¬ 
ance at all, it wis more honourable to the BrntfBb legiftature to 
have that national ftain affixed to any other |Rnp|e than thofe 
over whom it eMercifed controul. Irebnd an inde¬ 

pendence, which exempted it from the juiiidi^tion of tlie 
Britiih government; yet Ireland, by partkipaCing of the 
advantages derived from o«r colonial trade, had m return 
agreed to refped the regulations we thought neceflaryy and upon 
'that ground we had si right to exp^^ from them « co-operation 
m this tneafure. But tbi< Was Hot what hw relied on. He 
would not do <o much ki^uftkw «o any port of hit Maj«fty*s 
dmninions, muds le^ to the f^t and geMarofsty of the ftfter 
kingdom, as to fulpeii^, for a iingle riioment^thet lodand would 
fneet this ijueftion wuh any other fentimentbut thatof eheer- 
fal acijiiicfcence and agreement. Ireland ^otdd 'oertuoly 
dtibain to tranfplnnt to its own bofotn the repOilich aMi (hame 
^indignantly driven from out Chores- < • 
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picMXedK} Mfi bofujuri^e 0 the 

chufes of tb«BiU: tbe irrft ^aajfe was thfjf ^ i|»akij»g patfons 
iaken on tise^gbfcaa, ih ihe eitcr<ctfe<tf !4^ ,of 

felony, • -uthile ■ w ■feti'^tsen. ■ eitco^H^IgS^' y?a*® 

paS:; iMupts 

ib long fanSiorKd and ^thb thji^ 

trade t but it wssm panseiSbn -ifeatitfiis BiU 

went^io mflibt; punifiifiieBtS'ibr any-of'ibpfe :'Pi!i9vi0ufip'o^^4^ 
ings to whicb thc, !^ gave, oeiintenaoe^ ■T^^’e 

Bid bad no ;ftieb injercly ^ted;tu)4 

meant to eoaftitiffie binges futuj e, >tn(i timl'e stirho ibo^ld 
mctir them, ^dJd it^fiiiebtbcia ej^es open.;^^;they Nbad timely no» 

&id to- have beco^ 
3e& forewarning or 
rrfore inaedvertse^iceittan wb»n agwnft any, other 

penal'datute« w TbeV}heilt 0 n.< then wad . wbe^er .hslo^ was 
a pum&metb too Severe (pr the crimes i^rcribe.d in the B,UU 
ifr^iordcrcoirecB^ tai dfsffidc, opott ithat po^ the/air way 
would be to Take a vifcw of thofc offences in general, ,whkn 
incurred the penalty fi/:^i»:«mlphrditioni: .tpid then .lay whether, 
upon the t'ornpanfouj .many:-of., were not inferior in 

moral guilt and turpkudo. to a^peky of crimes. nV/^cli diN 
fufed barbarity dvec thc 'Centinent thttou^h which dtfulation 
had beenpreviou&carried^ - T;‘h< iava|i< 5 ^ of man ndghtlead him 
to fuch a.cburfe ffmeknig as it was, but the law , wliich re¬ 
trained him couidvsotbe too,fei'ere, whether confelered with 
regard to moraney,.h«inanitv, or jufeide.;': 

■ . The'criticilpitf. madeJupori thfVt >?l;hjfe in. the which 
-alloiwed^the cargoes of, Save', ffijps.tltaken. the,.prohibited 

of die cap- 

forsv afcohee .gra|ified4d^'and epphrmed. ilk opinion, as 
■to the ab/olute jwtyilky h»r the .ij^»< 8 d,iate.ab©lid} 3 « of -fo har- 
rid atraffieic*v Cotnpawd, ;w«h the ptinclpk-i?//he Bill, the 

clauTc was dtiubdds ihoan/rftenty a#)4:di«Lir»®t"elSty ot .it was 
to bc-die^rll^^..'.btit it'^vved,„.as.,hh4.iwfeti welUdated by a 
.'right Jmeoumte Foi^h/pom tJK:^ y.^^dicara^ 



'the m/ury done is vrittoit .pof- 

' ^ Shis he heprd diat this 

va{^bB{k'lei^;^9fiffency.withsbe'prhKipleof the mealu^wouhl 

fome temedy, aJld he owned, tlWt .%'Wt 
it to be a ma^W i/'confiderahie.diffituUy. He.muil.^we\fef^be 
^permitted to tAferve that the objetaion was a pinof of clfe . tin- 

3 ivl 2 account- 
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«oipG^mta|bkf|n«ilNHty oi the fcdiiig 

mcofi^ii^kin for the iniquity df the tn’iidf^ lyficm of kgat 
li3$^ l^txy. in geifociiy-wetefo treaibHc^y^dh^ to d» hsrao 
the ifoWp viMiho ncciden^^l4itoj(^^ the 

iUkk/.{vror(cution;fi^K WlRchhardS»^in|r tte b^^Dwod'iheir 
iTiagoitode. altogether to. the exttftgerailQn mgenioony ac^ 

oomtnoeaijhs fanty, as the oegroh^im qoi^ion mtlif iltU 
he flares-if they had'.not heeo fo. ioterdspted-tn pa&gc. 
How5^'r*r much ^ ffligbi-Janient ifoe nerdE^^ .wrhicfa fljtiuW 
iuduce the Houfe *o agree to *«tMSi‘ffflnial augxncntaticm ctf 
flaves, he would.accept that ahernaids^ rather than fuiicr the 
indiicrimit.ate tmpocti^ion, to contmhh't aievcrtbeicfs 

happy in being' abksfe fuggeft fomething which might re¬ 
lieve; the JHoulb froai^ neceflky, and'ati jeaft .allevlaie ^the 
iWFerii^a bfthof’e wholihould he .'intercefMted In their paflage. 
HiKPPriopce had fhewa the necefiity: of fediring.to tfae.jierfcMis 
employed, an intereft in the execution-of alhTaiws.pfthia def- 
criptioii, aodpoflibly that cih)e^imi|^t'he ]^ined'by aiding 
the captors a reward governed by^eptcuitiuaflcerv.caictdated 
to enfure human treatment.of the.:negroes found onboard the. 
feipstakenv '■• ■ ■- v ■, .••<. ;•- ^■ 

I'he next coatfideration ,was» huw: the Africans fo taken* 
fhould be. difpofed of?; ■ No tnan-cmild deny,, that it would he 
,on)y an aggravatioti of their „ wrongs to fond tbem back to 
fuller death in the place from ‘which they. WTrc taken. Such 
conJudt would b? but a rr.ockcry df, humanity. An afylum, 
however, flill prefented itfelftn other parts of their own coun¬ 
try, when diftiibuted among the Fadorles eilabliihed by an 
African Compariy, whofe ob(e(9s., far fiom promoting fla- 
very, were to diffufo happineis and .fnsiedonav vand where the 
poor creatures might receive all #d,;-‘iCoinrolatidns which 
their unfortunate fttuatvons would admit. There were alfo 
other parts of his Majefly*s dominion?, in which perlbr.s fo 
ci|crin'4tanced might be difpofed of pccaliioinji^y* and where, 
.while they were ufofullyemployed, they {niglk<r'dk^ve that 
protediiorr, and mdft of all, tbofe ij^ftruiflions befti XsSiculated 
ton^air, as much as poffible, .the wf:Oi^.b«^lpf^.'Uieflrtlitlves 
and t/fthifii counb'yntcn. 'i'he Chancellor.o? the Exchequer 
concluded, not.fo long a fpcech as he d^iVeitS* which 
vjould have been umiecefkiy, hut as -aiwl a 

fpeechaswell calculated to enforce the objetSl Oif;la«''nrgttmcnt 
as ever was heard, thropgb the medium &f elo- 

qiiencc, by declaring, that be fliOuld vs^e (efiitrar .JWOtioa of 
hisl^nourable friend.-■■■ v -u ■ 
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G'enA’al Tifrteion rofe, amidft repeated ci'MrS fbf th* <(«eftion 
and cbimed the attcntio.n of the Hoaife 10 fBe gTfeat 
which would be!>-ddhc’ to the commerce df'Ltverpftwl, if this 
trade were aboHSiedw*, ilFfae dry docks there badi' hie faid, hteefi 
built pfinctpaHy on account of. the Afriqao'trade. 'Helkted, 
from authorities which he coirid depend on, that the Airveri- 
cans, the ispaniards, and the Sit^es, were 
grcSiitcfl: cncouragemcMt for the pofcctrtion Of this trade', 
he declared^ as he was .fure both Spain and America would 
encourage the trafic of< flaves, fo would Ireland, which 
would rife on the Tuinvof'I-ivcrpoo]. He moved, “ that the 
conAderation of the report be adjourn^' to that djy fort¬ 
night.*' ' i. -V - 

IVIf-/Wr fcconded the motion, but'the Houfe becoming 
clamorous tor the qoettioii, he laid he Ihotild make fome fnort 
obfervatjons only* He implored the Chaticellor of the iJx- 
chequerto paufo. before he gave his final vote to the abolition 
of the Have trade, which produced a revenue in all its branches 
of '3,6eo,oooi. and upwards, if the Have trade vt'cre to he 
abdiihed) he-beped the merchants at leaft w'ould have lome 
co-Tipenfation from parliament. If this were not done, he 
again declared it as his opinion^ that it would be a violaiiun of 
the Bill of Rights. He read extraqfs from feveral acts of par¬ 
liament to prove that the legiOature had recognized and cn- 
couta.'ej men of capital fo embark in the fiave trade. 

The Houle then divided on the .imendment. 


j1}es {far ibe atnenduunt) 
Non 


74 

70 


The Rill was tfieref&rc loft. 


The following is a Lift of thofe members who voted for and 
General Tariefon’s Motion; on T'litfiiav March 15, 
for p^poning the COnfideration of the Report on the blavc 
'f'rade Abolitsiioft Bill for four Months. ’ 

■ f ' >'f -■ -v .. ‘ - 

, FORmotion against im ABOLITION. ■' ’• 

' * - ’ Winckeifea 

: Cotkcrm^dih 

'''■ I ‘ ■'•' 5 tock.&rid^e 


> .'U 
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Paul Bcnfield, £f^« 

Shaft&ttry , , :/ 

Hon. George C* BiCrkley 

Glouccfteclhirc CQun^ 

Scrope Bernard, pfi|. 

Ayleibury. ,, , . 

! 

John Blackbiirne, Efq. 

kancajtbtt^Oflif^ty 

Alexander Brodie, 

Elgin, and 

John Callander^ £fi}. 

Berwick 

? * • 

Sir Henry G. Caltborpey BarCt ^ 

Breaker 

A 

Reginald Pole Carew, £f^. 

Ledwithiel 

Richard M. T. Clufwell, £f^. 

Aldboroogh 

John Cleveland, £l'^» 

BkrnAaplc 

'William Clive, £A{» 

Bifbop*s Caftle 

John Crewe, 

Chefhire 

Duncan Davidion, 

Cromarty Stire 

James Dawkino 

Chipeuham 

John Dent, £fq. 

L.'inc after 

( 

Francis Dickins, Efi^. 

Nordioin^ tonlhire county 

Vifeount Downc 

Woorton-Bafitt 

Robert Dundat., £lq. 

Haftlogi 

William Dundas, ETq. 

Anfti'Uther, drc. , , 

r * s 

Sir George A* W. Shucklurg £v£?';*n 

^ f % 

Warwickihire 

Sir Adam Fcrguflbn, Bart* 

Airlhtre 

James Fergufon, £fq« 

Aberdeenibire 

Sir John FfCtlerick, Bart. 

* 

Sumy county . 

Sir Richard Oamon, Bart. 

Winch after 

John B* Gartorih, Kfq. 

Coikcrmouth 

t 

Wiliam Garthlhorcy £fq< 

• 

Lanneefton . 

Bamber Gafccyne, £fq. 

Livcq'ool 

Right Hon. Earl Gower Southerland 

St^or4ih4re county 

Samuel Haynes, £fq« . 


Patrick Heron, Efq. ^ 

Kircudbright 

Patrick Home, Efq. 

Bcrwickftitre 

' Sir John Honeywohd, Bart's ' 

Cafitetburv ' 

Richard Hopldns, £/q. . . 

Q^euiboroughL , 

Sir George Jackfon, BarW 

Coicbciicf 

Hon. R. B* Jenkinfoa 

Rye ■ . .; ‘ , , ’ vv '■ (, 

Sir £hjah Impcy, Bart. 

Kew Roiibfivyc 

Wbitihed KeeniEfq. 

Montgotaa^ ^. ^i^V* 

John Langtboo, 

Brirfgewatey ^ 1' 

Edward LafcelJes, 

Kortfaanertd^l'j; 

« 

Edmond X.cchinere, }oa* £(< 3 .' 

WorccfteeJT^'ij-'-^t ' 

, ’ll ' 

£. Lechievitier, Efq. ; 


; WlliMm Lu/bington, £f|« . 

London ^ -o* 

^ 0 ^ Sir Robert Mackswti^ Kiit« 

A Albany, ■ T,^'J. , 5, !i« w 1 
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WllJUm Manwaring, fifq'* 

Middlefex county 

Robert Mttinersi Bfq« 

Cambridge ToWn 

WilUm Niibet, Efq. ' 

Bait GrinUtea'd 

Hon, Thomas ' 

Guilford ' 

William Pra^/Efq. ' '"* * 

St- Ives 

Hon. John Row-den 

Appleby 

' Ccorgc Rofe, Efq, 

Chriftc.hurch 

George H. Role, Efq. 

Southampton 

S.r Charka Rofs 

. Tain, &e. 

■John Saigcnt, Efq, 

Queenhurbugh 

Da?Id Scott, Efq. * ■ ^ / 

Forfarlhirc 

Right Hon- Lord ^hisfflcld * 

Briftol 

Ocuetal Smith 

VVarthain 

'i'homas SUnley, £1*^."'* ^ 

Lancafliire covrr. 

Gabriel Tockoz Stewafd> Efq- 

Weymot-th, 

•»V ^ 

Henry Strachey, Efij- 

Bi/hoj^s Caft’e 

George SumcacrJRCj 

Guilrori 

Cenerai Tajfktoii ' 

Liverpool 

Trha Taitetaii Elq, ^ 

Seaford 

• ' * 

John TrevaniOn, Erq* , ' - 

'Dover 

Srr Jo/hua Vaiuicck^ Bart* 

Punwkh 

William Wemy's, Klq, 

Fifclh-rc , 

Hon. Horatio WUij^oU 

Kings Lyan 

Thomas Wtldman, f fq, 

Hindoo 

1 houia^. Williams, E Iql ’ 

jVlarlow 

r 

Colonel MofkAwood 

hihloricyort 

f t 

M-tquis titj;' Worceftef 

Briftol. 

Henry P* WiridaTn, E% 

WIItiMfe coqnfy 

Six Williatti Voung, JSart^^' ’ 

St. Mttwea 

In ail, including tKe 'T^'.lcrs, 

— — 76 

AGAINST Hit MOTION XN FAVOUR OF THE ABOLITJON 

Cluric# Abbrtf • ■- 

Helfton 

James Adair, Efq. 

HighajR Fsrtm 

James WUUun Adetne, £rq« - 

Cambrid^fittre county 

Francis AnMilcVv^Sfqf 

Reading 

Wtltiam * 

HerefordOixre county 

Henry Banks, Efq.'i 

Corff Caille 

John Barmg, ' 

Ercier 

John- P* Ballard £lqv 

DevOnihire ccuTity 

Right Hon, Vifotmt B5i|;ravi|» 

Cheftcr 

Joha Bttlldcle. Ef?. ^ 

Irtex'county 

Joreph R, Burch^ ' *' 

Thctfbrd* ' 


Rowland 
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RawUnd Bunion, Kfj. 

Durham county, 

. K' ^ ^ »> ■ » , 

Rebelt J. Bu\tonj, .5rq* 

Thetf^^ ' .,-,0 

John Cafvcit-junr» Ef<j, 

St,An>a»s’ , , . 

Cf«on!C Canning, " \ 

* ^ 


’ Barloi Cj^rysfort 


John Couttenay, Sfq. , 

*ram(vorttk 

Sir Wjlliatii Dolben, Bart. . 

Ci^Qjr^.Unlycrfity 

Charier r>unda^, Bf^* 

' ^'' *' 

BerUSure coun^ 

Hon Edward J. Eilat 

' * J >* • J A , 

Hon. John Eliot 

Pi«» ! 

Right Hor. Ri-hard Bitrpotrkk 

Tavlftock^' 

• RiLlit lion, Charl<» j!inic% Ko< 

WcRtzhiiSac, 

W 

Philip 

^ ' A 

. » - f ' t fO * '* ^ 

•f^whtHgWy , . 

Sir Henry FlcU'li?*-, Pfq. 

»* {- # ^ 

Ctmtbciiaad ceunr/ 

Charles Grc'.*, Ef;, 

Nortlmmhcrlana cosuvr^ 

• • ■•■ ^ ' 'i * * 

Bvuffry ir.lijcd ' 

Lyminfton 

Jamcp Haic, Efq. 

Kuiutibcrough 

John HarrHon, EPj. 

'GhJikacGfmi^hy 

Henry Hon-ard, 

>' <iihuct.'llcT . ; 

*> ‘-WiDiam Hu%, .v 

".UltwSanMji , . 

Richard P. Joddrdl, Ef<j, i-^ 

Scftiford . • 

General Maclcnd 

* 1 > 

InvearntLhhe , ' ' 

Japirs Martin, Ff^. 

7 e»rksfl)ary' 

Ralj-h MUhan*:, i fq.' 

M>Urh«E6r.cotmi?^ , ■'' 

V/iUiaiH Mili’, Eie. 

St. I'vc.s 

R. M.uci ^ 

York / 

MrVttlcw irlr»n»‘i3ue, Efiq* 

Tregnny 

Sir J«hn ^loruaun.t, Bart- ' ■ - . . 

WStfuBckBwrc caurity 

Rlgi^t. Hon-^ Lord ^4uoc.^r . - , 

< 

Dudley Kor« a, \ t ' ^ ^ 


Francis rag;C, ,iy<j). .» . ^ 

Qjefe^^Univtriiry ■ 

R/glu Hod. WiUiam Pitt ' 

Cambridge Uj»ivi*rfiry * r 

.William Baiter, Efij.: , 

,ik7tfordi^^%imW ./ f'- ^ 

Cbaiies S^RUtli Fyfca^ 

T^nyer i ^ i 

.•*. f. ' 

John Kolic, Efq. 

Devonlhire cotmey 

Rll^t Hon. Dudley R>der 

Tlfeiton 

" Andrew fit. J<Khji 

BedfowW^ 

' R. Brkuvley Skfatldan■ ’ 


Samuei Smith,''' 


William Smith, 


John Smith, 

l^ntefraii rT' 

Rl^ht I'loiwLofd Ro^rt 

• { 

••WffrPm"- «;?/-r-T 

- Thomas Suttifiy „^a.. 1’ 

iifil i- /'T 

* V , , ^ 

9 

■"'••'■’ . . Rig^-. 
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KS|ht Ra4<Tiiotau Stide 
Faviiiel Thorntoa^ Bfq« 

Xioben ThorntMi Bfi|« 

Meniy TkorAtflIii E%. 

Ki^t Hon. Chartea TovMkcni 
Samuel WUtbeeaAi jim. £fi|. 
Willum Wllberfofc«, E^» 
Right Hoa. Wirnam y/fiadhtm 
SirS.Winrttftxtmy Bart 
Robert Wood. Bff • 


Cfilciwftdr 

lClSi^ftte« 4 tpoa»HoQ 

Coldiddof 

Stethbnufc 

Tarmodda 

^ ^ a 

lIQIuOM 

Voritfliirc 
Nomkh 
t>roSi^^ch 
Baft Lpoe 


H 

Gdotlemen orikoR imoca ate oot racdlefted ft 


Total 


— 7 % 


SeARCtTY OF CO&K. 

M, Ltehmtre gave nodo^ that in confequence of the pa¬ 
pers be had afked refpedfng the exportation of corn, he would 
make hts intended motion, grounded on the lame, in the com¬ 
mittee of the wha}e Houfi^ udiich ftands for Tudday next, on 
the high price of grain, &c. 

A(^ourned at twelve o'clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 

WsontspAY, Manb i6. 

The report oK tiw eommittee ^pointed to enquire into the 
propriety of purchafing the mufeum of the late Mr. Hunter, 
was brought up* Ordered to lie on the table and to be 
printed. 

The Glamnr^n Canal, Barton Incldfure, and the Wake¬ 
field Lighting Bills, «rere read a third time and pai&d. 

BAXXACKS. 

GtnerdSmm gqve notice, that on Monday the 4lh oi 
April, he nnauM move for an enquiry into the exMnditure of 
the poblic monw cm the ere^ion of barracks, and the falaiies 
cf Wrac^-mancilB* 

WET SOCKS. 

Mr. Mumiw rdfe lo move the feoond reading of the Wet 
Dofk Bill, ‘llm-i^qpfieMioa of the merchants to parliament, 
lor the baiJ£ag wet decks tn the port of London, was not, 

Vot. lU. 1796. 3 N bw 
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be* faid, new. or-iin|)recedente<I; ’ ^^ous apfdicdtions 

upon Aiibj«<Sl had b«en; made, at dbESercwt peHods j 
1131^4^4# Again, in *71^,4713, *747 i T7%; >n 1765, 
i5%jBuch kl^ period,io^'fismifeguttjcc; «f la»la^f(Hca«toft to the 
X#OTd$ ®f *he Tft^rf^/a ^pommidiAiitWM iffisted ‘ the 

crown to enquire , ln|o ,thi|nM^I» oC.|h«f^ view to 

afcertam the. |>ra%ja^d^; of vinii^g - tsoendii^ of 
xvbarfs and other coo^f^tnclea } pnd^;mB^< 4 hat time the ^ufi- 
neft had ilept in oblivion.: * Thefb dilhwei;^ lepuHea were 
enough to defeat thje co^dencc arid exhauft ^mtienM of 
the meFchailt$„ London f : and^^heoce ’at waa that no 
other application or,. petition had.,heew. ptofie^ parlia¬ 
ment, till the pre^^Mil^e. Tl^;lHim^idef ARd w^ 
Aldermen of wilo oppoled Jiad argued, 

that fa$cient nmice Was not given to the corpipFaid^^i* of the 
intenticui of the merchants to putfuch Ka plan'in edecutioh. 
They had, however, misfhtteditbe ^ ’^^pr^tiir plsdi bad 
been, taken up after thc^merchar^'df ^London had'wifted 
thi^rty-oi^e years in eape<$laeion of :%ne'. inpmyeiiMmt-talteh 
place for the accomodauon of theiriradci» aim |c iWadAd^aed 
In the prei^nt ipfianpe, afmr Wb 3marA confideradon i ifi fafit 
it was two yeaid fmee that'the merchants had-commUtHcstted 
their plan to tbeLotdJ Commiffionfcrs. of Cuftoms. Thus 
the city of London, and other corpormilwts had all the inter¬ 
mediate time to talm any meafures £dT Wiidcing the neceflkry 
impeovements in the port of London ; and ' they, therefore, 
ought not to chs^ain of ptuipitmef ia preffing the 
Bill thfo^gb theiBfoufe, If fo far back die year 1704, 
inconvenienqe was, felt for want of t^t dbdts in the port, 
how muhh greater was it become, irfter oar trade Ihd com¬ 
merce were, fo much ine^afeds and iditier'emr commerdai in- 
tereds and revenues were fo greatly. maMplted i 

M.r> Manning entered into companfon of the imports and 
ea^rts 10,17041, and *'» Ihe feiA b* did with 
ple^fiWe,‘becaufe,it aj^rdeo a-prOof of the, advanced ftate of 
our ;^<^i|imerce. 1 ^ 4704, die imports of-dm pobt Of London 

w«fei 3 »is* 4 » 793 t-^?o<i 

4iSli^epl.'.• I,n.i79$i' thC' ifopons.tO;''iiz 
m^ipos and i^wardi }; a»d the 

i'Stj'jbbpjOOoi." Jt therefore'-appeate^' ‘tfcar'mii 3 ie''w#aff'?b-■ 
cre^ ^ |6 milltofis in die imports;4tbd;^lh[|^t$,>^^^^^ 
fince. the year J704:,t0 )^ yetf ' TlK'O^imWret of 

thai-ity he,dated, m 

' .the., Jcingdohab. it'fo-bap^wmed, biildyer^.i^yiiti^' 
';^'jy!B^"47P4£yrbcd die 6rft ap^c^w^n 

liatbtnt 
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]juincnt for the btiildit^ of wet dookvy the foreign trade ttt 
t))c port of Londoit did not tncreafe in (be proportion it did 
to the out ports of the kingdom } and the leaibn for this dcr 
ficiency evidently wau^ inconvmience to ihipptng for the want 
of wet docks. The foreign trade bad incrcafed to the port of 
Briftcdt in the rates of fix to one; to Hull, in the prc^oition; 
of feveo to one; end to l^iverpoo 4 as twenty to one. The 
vafi; increafe of coamierce in the laft city was chiefip to be^ 
attributed to tbe laudable exertions of the merchants there fl 
who by a ftmilar plan rendered the harbour and the docks of 
the river peculiarly cooVenient. To London the foreign 
trade had only Jncreafed^fisce the year 1704^ as four .to one; 
and this defeA die Houfe muii fee was owing to the inconve¬ 
nience complauted of, and tbe commodioufnefs of the out- 
ports. This was a material bufinefst very dcttimentul to the’ 
inteieds of (be merchants; and the complaint was worthy 
tbe fei tous confiderafion of tbe HoufC} as the grievance was 
injurious to tbe general intOreft and commerce of the country^ 
I'he docks projedfed by the merchants were well fituated for 
convenience '• they were not above ten minutes walk from' 
the Cufiom-houfe; and every way fuited to the purpofes of 
comtrtercial advantage and revenue. Moft of the public com¬ 
panies were iriends to the nwafure. The Eaft-India, RulBa, 
Levant* Royal Rxchaiige tnfurance^ and other companies, had 
petitioned for the Bill. Another body of petitioners for the 
mcafure* he wifhed the Houie in particular to attend to, 
namely, the pilots navigating the port of London, who, freun 
their habits and bufinmi were well convinced of (be utility 
of wet docks. 

The corporation of the city were, Mr. Manning faid, fo 
jealous of their priviliges, that they oppofed every regulation 
of that nature, whether falutary or not. it was a curious f idJ, 
that they had petidoned againft the building of Weilminfier 
Bridge, Hating, that it would obHrudf the navigation of the 
'I'hames, aiM hence be injurious to their rights and pri- 
vileges. Withregai^ to the complaints ofpetitionc's againfif 
the Bill, they bed greatly exaggerated; and that BiH' 
interforid umh tbe city charters he defied any gentleman to 
Ihew by fifir argumoit; fo far from u, he could cafily prove 
that it wpuiid tend to fecure then). In fad, it would prof 
be injurtous tp the intereils or commerce of the city and coun¬ 
try, but it) wbuld be the means of augmenting both, and of 
couife would anSford means of lubfiHcnce to a greater 
number of perfons* He moved that the Bill be now read a‘ 
fecond time. 

3N a 


Sir 
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was (uftained ^ me 'tne^cafttile in+errtlf. 

1^1*. Al^rmn Lufim^in fiid, that the hhemiity of the cor- 
^laupn ia l^epf^ng /orwat'd) 6ri att dccafiotn, to promote the 
Commerce and coovenitihce df the mt matter of (uch 
general ^todety* that no man would dHpute tt. On the 
preient occaHon, they were d^ttfuntied to do every thing in 



f (.trdr, was fiiftafned b 
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Aat they Jjad an undoobted right to make anyiueh io\ ^r<>vc- 
tnents ^ am that th^ could nut he deprived of it unlefi. tht.ir 
incpmpeten'ry was enabtilbed. The neceffir^ of iUeh improve- 
mmta hr accommodating (hipping lA the port o( London, 
was admitted on all hands, and die d^was not lefs oonfci- 
ms of II dian. the honours^ie gehtietnkn who had inti*oduced 
^ BUi under cOeAderation i and he was iteem aflowv'that 
<be prmapie of the plah propofed bj^ho merchants waf, in a 
donnderable degree, a good ime. Tliey were entitled to the 
flanks of the n-«tion for having hfi;iached the buiinefs, iOaf- 
xnuch as their having done ib w&s iikely to produce the beft 
e£fe&s, to urging the corporation to tne up the meafure, 
•md to give it every confideration and edSe£l in their power. 
Such were bis ideas of the merchants plan^ ^idiich, if (bllowed 
ftp, could notfaO fo,p(ove highly beneficial (o Cecity of Eion- 
doni, and to the mercanttle Interells ih general Having thus 
acknowl^ged and given c^rt to the itioeit of fttercnants, 
who had agitated the bufinefs, he titified, ^it they would in 
jeiurii have the candour to a^t^e 'aftih ntm, that a plan as 
goody if not better than fheirs, might be brought forward anvl 
darned into execution. He could pot, however, approve of 
that part of it that veiled To large a fidwriptton in the hands 

jt _ _ . .1 _ a. » .. ftfc — ^ A? ^ mA*. ._ ^ ^ 
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}e(8 objedtion, might not be adMtedl 
Having endeavoured to do do jinticu the mercHanta, the 
IPhrmao (aid, be wiini^ the Houlb to attend ift tbft‘kidivan- 
»» of the plan proppftd by the COtporation. Tftev deCgo- 
building docks and warehoulitd ilp the of LoiidftA, for 
^OOyOboh and they intended to pdnnidiftHhe ii^t bf*mftftrtng 

ebams 
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jpbains and to a ban];: of fnity foot «ddth on river 
Tbamrss for the convenience of landing ittcrthandi;^ 
was alio intended by this pLrn to ^ a njwibeir of 

houfes in Thanu^'il;Ker> and rend^ it at]<^afi t|urtjr feet uSdc^ 
and to ere£i warebotiles for tfie convenience of the iherda* 
ants,, and to open every avenue nectary for th^ aocoamno- 
dation. This plan would be cacried lotn effe< 3 f in dbe cotxrfe 
of three years, at die qepeme of one million, to be raSed at 
four and Ati halfprr He was aware he migbt fym 'Sr* 
guments to (hew, thata|N(e(etence (hou£il be given to the 
poration. Exclufive of the? great expentei the inefchants {^a^ 
was deficient in ftveral points and liadble to feme tdijedians ; it 
was iinpaj&ble» as he was infermed, fot Peflels to get into die 
propoTed canal during nip tides, which tailed ten days, and 
Spring tjdes otdy four days. A fum to the extent of ten jwr 
tent, upon the original fubfeription was to be levied upon the 
trade of the port j and that bwre any advantage was derived 
from it; the plan Jjioi; heapg to be completed till feven years 
after its commencement He thoyght he had fome right to 
compilain that the city, though they had beard die agita* 
tion of the projedl, were not made acquainted with the pba 
till 24. hours before it was hud u^n the table of that Hoafi;. 
The city, leady and W^ng at all times to do thenr dnty, and 
to adopt every meafure lijcdy to be feryiceable to the mercan¬ 
tile interelb, and accommodahle to the commerce of die 
country, were &riou% employed in preparing a plan. As a 
proof that they with hberali^, do objeHion had been 
dated to the recoiving of the petiuoh fbe the plan under eon-<> 
iidcrarion $ though, at bayilw the doiiiervatioQ of the water 
of the ThameSi me city fbould have been applied to for leave 
to bring forward ^ whidi encroached upon their privilege 
in that parriculay. The quedion for the Houfe then was, 
whether they would decide with an Impend! view of the fub* 
jcdl before diem, orwait for new information* and admit a cbm- 
jpetJtion of plans ? The dtv bad a plan on paper which, as he 
W bplom would coit ^^,oool. and thc^ comprehend¬ 
ing a very txteiahve fyilem of improvement, would Oom- 
deted m 34 moptbl^^ three years at mofi:, wtdimiC'any 
fomchai^ whatever* On the plan noW propofed, there Would 
be a forecharge ojf near 300,000!. upon a mere experiment, 
without a,ny ndvaritage l^ing leaped. He believed foal the 
pfefofic jsaanagers wopld sot take above common intereil, but 
aiw full ten riii^t at a future time be levied, df he 

1 Wt*<^ fqurtunaiC m carrying the morion for adjourning fo* fe- 
aAOMi iC 4 (biog of this KiU which he meant to maki^ be would 

follow 
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toSew motki^iti fbr t ccWa^tfee m ing^ufhs into the 

Aaie ^ ^ port of Ijotlf^oA i tJiaJt't^c pTHentjn aftd ahy oihtr 
1»fejt^ PpSghr be theirHe <Hc'n 

■Ibat tbe ^i^tind of tfe" lill 

itet% fourintmdB'. , ■' --i■ ••■■■■' 

The LmtM^Or f Atd^mtan tli<t rijcr^cin’. 

Wc thought that'iSie plan of the merchtlihts v^ouH tfofeat iffefr. 
Their pbh was meantonffloacc^i^odate tWoorthfoe hun. 
Are4 fitips^outiof thiitten thnufendi'olf whidi;the'fh5pping of 
Lomfon coiifififed.' The tewnrt^ '^i^ cat,fat would be at Uie 
tnoft difficult'pa^t of theliriV#,'*iii^#6uli^'’^ macceifible du¬ 
ring fouth.«^.'winffi6.’';Sp djft would Ke 

rained in tbeif ibrtu^ ana meitn 

ibe nontberof watermen, lid wight fcilf^hellhe 
of war, fihce dtey afforded at all times a itad^ fO 
majeffy's. navy. The BiH would i^fo'^idertyiy ^e 
dock,? of Woolwich and Greenwich^ 
river in the city was, hts liw^lhip cquiii^a^ 

ri^t the lord of a roancr had over pfnApicTiilV^ who wi^ 
confirli^ in the prr^ejA of canhlS to tfet 

Sworn as be had becn towamtajii'tbd'fifmlegespf the'c^ 
fek that he could ttot abandtai tM* right without fBiifhg'’in h» 
doty^, Hfe laid,'be was ready to “afeiiif that thepftfeftt 
■with regahf tcTTtffehs ih the Vf^ierifl'dhd rii need of rcfortnatipu 
-"-reformation in-general was wahted^ Holidays ought to/bc 
aboHihed, the'^peifons employed in ffiiips 

work from fun^-rifo cirsfun-fcr, and the^pii^w^rtjg office^ 
ougbt.c^efdly to. foei^'flm bufthelb 

But would not the buM^iffichh^ bb lilefwTO bt iflii'd- 
catcs and pwfc^ors of ihe n«#ca«4l?^"’lTth#S^^^ 
officers were found deficiertt^iti oftti fhffiS^bi.e, there was‘ ho ar¬ 
gument to warrant then-bebll^mwe ^tttittve in ihe Other. It 
wa?. too. often found; riiatiehdft ‘^g'(hip:arrived af <He D^n?, 
the ci^tatn would' frave hi* veffirf,' aShd Iri’a poft-chalfe and four 

f-t tiffi'iortown. iU*la'*he|8fo>dee'6dmrai^^ bail 

becA'^ed as amounong to a cbnfhleif^le ibdnf fw ^ bb- 

Iteveitvimfomtcd toany thf^equalto* whattoid‘^tf fug^«^4 
edi tifo officers were to^ddtl^ir’^^.'ittS^ befkifd^^^ 

they were ^ritful in the dtfcharge of weir 4hffr.‘ 'iftidl 

thefo varfoctsrabufes had'fecen •lafd' th'the'cbkfgjetfof the'eo^o- 
rati^ of the city of LondbW,"wher(fes;in¥a^;tSey wefe fodte 
iPerly the abufes of riw meNrChanM; 


r«re. 


^ W) attj for the better accommodation of^bfe ffitppttjgiihdhwd 

from 
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from 900 to looa ^.ddiUoofd .&ip$, /wfliioh (ConM Ik aceom- 
plifhed ip half ths lime, atoi at half* the -oipeiwe which the 
fcheiTK propc^ed j[(}.^s bJil-r Hi« lordibiplat^ tlfat! tirhen Aiips 

were in thC' iKWfprc^Kii^ canal^ - 3 wd. the aiwiKl^in' a^paitieiilar 
quarter, they would l>e hemmed in, and in the tneimty to the 
confined parts of^ W^pibg,. might he, 19, dhdger v iietng 
burnt, ' \ . ■ ..; :■; 

Mu-jflderman Le the ncatripJe' of the 

city chief Magiftrate^ obj^^ed, that the prefent quefttnn'Wah 
hot about the propriety iq^d^ing additional (of £he 

better accommodajtion of. wpping, but to decide tipoh 
which of tbofci^propofed was oskuiatiqd to ahlwer the cadi 
That wbi^.sw« tiaeobjei^ nf the prefea^biH would, if adopt- 
edj go to the excluGoumf oyery other plan of improvementt 
fuppofiQg the HovJifp. fbould :give thepropofers of : it brave ttf 
take a toK the natiire af a porirdety, bow would the city 
of ^blic bodi^, be enabled so> make their 

prqjeflcd, nhprovementst,>.aU u duty muft be levied oa the 
commerce of the city and the corporation of that 

city be,;tb\i>«i|bt unwi^^of, or. unqualified for leoeivmg it,- 
ft^U it Urbuld be b^ter tim'gouqmtnenvor feme public l^r, 
IhuuH undertake tbe dib^lion of that, impofi, than that Ve 
ibouldbe committed tor any particular fetot> individuals, how¬ 
ever re(pe^ab^, to be incorporated for: that dfpecial purpofe. 
From the. momeht U was underiluod by the public^ that'the 
plan now in agitation was fee on foot, tliere would-be fcheiibes 
for other docks at iRofiierhithe, See, and thus it would be, ioi- 
pofiihie for the corpor^ion to completei^iyMF plwis Of improve¬ 
ment, When idtcy^fif^wd #; di/i^inutton-’tuf their e.ev«nwes^—* 

Much had been f4id-aiK)Ut.plupdcTi»g,i he, apprehended, how¬ 
ever, that if' the ,Bnerfi»wia had taken .equal pains to prevent 
that, as they had done, to obtaii) fupportet^- to this plan, much 
of the plupdctcornplaiucdk <rf; might, have been preveraed. Ac 
preferit, three cuftom-hOufe and two excife officers -were ge¬ 
nerally put op bo4i;d ,ei^ (h^. and, «f- .tih^c periods did thieir 
duij[, lie could POt qonceive how there -could be fo much pinn-' 
deriyjs, whws jthets; fierjij^fucb abundant .clwcks. With regant 
to &e.eXp«bce.pf.lig1h!|^ was oom|^rat.lvfi!y:6riiingii;h* 
U abcwfe loo^ i. the .utuai plan ,of. having open 

light.ci;si he ^queb^ held great-i-mlncemenr to pluJO;^^ 

and that it,woiflXi^vemuich bejxer had the -merdmlts 
Iht^^la^of the ^afi indw company, in rceeivingefij- 
curuy from thay.icotrufiqd. home re^lationr 

roigi^t,^ be introduced with regard to d»e aumber 

«f officersput on boaid each fiiip, andhe^ ratht^r 

wiihed 
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wiflied a finaller number. Simihr alterations might alfo be 
necdlarjr wiiii refpcfl to land^sratters defined to particular 
ibi^y more being appointed to feme ddm than others, and 
lbitiettm« they were appointed to mont mips than one at a 
time. He adverted atfo to the careteilhe& of merchants* clerks, 
in not paying the duties in time, which oeca^oned unneceflary 
delays. Mu(^ might be done to pnr^t pltuideruig, and thoie 
inconveniences be had mentioned, if gmtiemen «^d turn 
their thoughts to the framing of fu^ rcgulattoiu as were prac« 
tieable to be adopted. The etty of Ltmoan, be declated, wilhed 
to afford every accommodation for providing warehoufes, and 
for loading and unloading goods: w h e n the kgal quays were 
occupied, odter wharfs were to be had in Southwark, though 
he was aware the Weft India mcorchants had not as much lea.^ 


fen to be fond of croffing London-bridge as he tmd. After 
aiiuding to an ad of pariiament, ftating the lofs to the revenue 
by Slips unloading at wharfs, be coMuded hy declaring he 
j^uld vote for the delay propofed. 

Mr. S. fiiid, he was not a little fotprifod to hear 

the principle of the bill under conffderaldon t^pofed. The 
prefent was not, be contendet^ a new experiment} on the con« 
ctary, its neceffity had been long fince admitted, its eSh& had 




don out of Che qoefiiofl,) with the happieii fucceff, and for 
foe benefit of commerce, he hoped it would be tried under the 
provifions pf the bill before the Houlh. In proof of his argu- 
Bietit, Mr. Thornton fiated the advantages that had arifen to 
the port of Hull through the introdu^on of wet docks. From 
70,0001. the revenue of that port when focy were begun,) it 
now anmuttted to about 200,0001 jMr emnHNU The prefent 
plan would accommodate 3500 fiiipil* U it would conain 380 
at once, and each (hip wouM only lie for about fix weeks at a 
ftmew With regard to the tnteiw, he thought ten per cent» 
ren mfonable. 

Mr. Sheridan (aid, he aareed with the worfoy magificates 
in llmoft every thing they had advanced. It w*t incumbent 
upon tlw Houfe to Mar counfel for foe parties who petitioned 
agifonii the bill, and time at leaff (boold he gnmied for that pur- 
pole. He faw no reafon to doubt the fibcerity of the taiy in 
wdbiiig to bring forward a plan, «icl it well deferred confix 
der a tfo a , whether the (dan propofed hy foe city of IL/ondoq 
could not he carried into effedl in a ehieaper manitev than that 
lardpofed by the bill. The example of the rondu& of the oicy 
On a foriner occafion, foe honourable genrieman hid brought 
forfoatd-s^nn foe pruicifie laid down in a celebrated pamj^let 

of 
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of late, that of vifiting the fins.of the anceft.prs upon their pof- 
lerity, and it was only on'this view that ,the corporation of 
London could be implicated in ;the folly of their predeccfiors^. 
It might be arguedt<‘,tliat any. plan of tbjs'nature would hurt 
the city ofJ^ondon', ais Weft India merchants might aftc^, thaf 
the abolition of the flavp trade would ruin tbci trade with tfi^ 
colonies i and as it had beep, argued fothe years ago, that 
commerce of this pbuntry would filler by giving a free trade • 
to Ireland, a predidfioP falftlied by the event; arguments of 
that kind, however, w.ith him went for little or nothing. If 
the objeft could be effefted with the confent of the city, he 
was convinced that merchants would not refufe the accom¬ 
modation on thefc terms. It was faid, that ten prr uMt. waS 
not too high. He was not at all furprifed thai the honourable 
gentleman fliould riot cbnfider it a very great profit, when that 
honourable gentleman well knew that 10 p^r cent, was to be 
gained upon a laaji. The loflcs through plunderage furcly muft 
be very confiderable, when a new word was made from the 
frequency cf the iadt, and furcly that was not a lofs that the 
wet docks were calculated to remedy. I'he great queftiop 
however, fince it was on all hands agreed that fome plan was 
neceflar}', was, whether the purpofe might not be as well an- 
fw'ered by the city plan, as by that propofed by the merchants? 
and if upon comparifon it ftiould fo appear, the city were' un¬ 
doubtedly entitled to preference. There was fomething^ at 
flrft view very unfavourable iii .the appearance of this bill. 
'Fhoiigh holding but to be a private bill, it permitted very 
confiderable Aims to be levied ftom <ill Bntlfti {hips, although 
the accommodation would be confined iphiefly to the Weft Ip- 
dia merchants. That i.,76q , houfes fhould be pulled down, 
and 10,000 perfons forced to feck new habitations, was fuch 
a ppoffleil iof defolatlon prefented at the commencement of a 
plan of improvement, as did hot chear the vifion, enriven the 
mind, or, in behalf of the ptbjb^^ b'efpeak'muth favour. The 
ultimate eiFedl certain]^ would be, to diminifli the value' of 
houfes all over the city of .London, antf in time to attraft thc 
Exchange, the Cuftom-houfe, kc, tb the place where thfr 
ducks were to beffiade. He fhould have ^i'Qicd that ?r'mbPt'k 
or fix weeks, or fome fuch pferlod, had been properied for tti^' 
cl’^lay of the bill, that time might be allowed, as wcH to heat' 
coupfel of theparticsinterefted, ss to bring forward anybffnjr 
plans that'might be in agitation. r. . . , 

'thzjChancelhr of the Exchequer faid, he felt the irpportagee 
of the fiibjetft before the Hytife; apd every man mvm ftcT *a 
liuisfaflion at the caufe which created the prefent difficulty, us 
Voi. HI. 1796. 3 O ‘ ’ that 
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that caufe was the increafe of our trade, and therefore the 
principle of the Bill was public, althoujgh, correflly (peaking, 
the Bill might be called a private Bill, That fometliing (hould 
he.^one for the general accommodation of the trade, he could 
l^ve no helltatien to, fay. The principle of the Bill was not 
merely to be confidered i upon that there cquld be no diffi¬ 
culty, as it was for the general accommodation of trade; but 
the queftion would be, whether the mode propofed bv this par¬ 
ticular a£l, was proper to be adopted, and that would be fub- 
je6t to the modification of a committee, when the Bill fliould 
come to that ffage. As to the amount of the intereft in quef- 
tion, and whether all fhips ought to pay towards it, or only 
particular fhips receiving certain accommodation, all that did 
not amount ro objedSion to the general fcopc of the prefent 
fubje£):. The principle of the Bill led the Houfe to inquire 
whether the trade of London ought to be accommodated bet¬ 
ter than it now was ? Upon that he had ^ decided opinion in 
the affirmative; but he had fome doub^ in this cafe upon the 
• point of o^der. When counfel came to argue on this queftion 
at the bar of the Houfe, they might ftate, as the worthy ma- 
giftrates and reprefentatives of the city of London had done 
that day; they might fay they admit that the grievance exifted 
as.flated in the Bill, but that they could furnim for that griev¬ 
ance a better remedy than that which was propofed in the Bill. 
' That the Houfe might be called upon to adopt, and would do 
fo if convinced that the remedy was better, aud.ffiould then, 
as in all fuch cafes, be under the difagfeeabJe neceffity of com¬ 
pelling individuals who fhould objecl to the plan, and who 
had local intereifs to be affc^lcd by ir, to accept a compenfa- 
tion fur that intereif. ^ That too the Houfe would undoubtedly 
be inclined to wave, if they could obtaiq their objeA without 
it. The Bill could not be argued without allowing to the 
corporation of the city of London, and the proprietors of the 
legal quays, an opportunity to fiate their leafons at large 
againft the plan, upon the queftion of the general intereft of 
the trade, as well as to ftate objeif^ions ariGng put of local 
.interefts. If a cafe like that was to be gone into at the bar of 
^that Houfe, there would be confiderable. difficulty in it, and 
,,fome perhaps would arife upon the point of order, refpctfting 
which he fhould be glad to hear an opinion from the chair. He 
fhould like to know whether at the<bar of the Houfe, the 
luparties would be at liberty to go into evidence, not only on 
. the part of the corporation of the city of London, and the 
proprietors of the legal quays, as their interefts might he 

a&£lcd 



March t5.] WOODFALL’S PARLIAMENTARY REPORTS. 467 

afTefted by the prefent Bill, but alfo to fliewr the ruperiortnerit 
. of the city plan ? * 

His own idea was that whatever might be the point of or¬ 
der, the parties might be placed in a conditior^ where they 
would be at liberty to do it. In point of cOnvenirtCCj' how¬ 
ever. to the trade, an expeditious mode ought to be adopted^ 
fo that the objedt Ihould obtained in the courfe of the pri:- 
fent feffion. He therefore thopght that ohiy two days in th^ 
week, which was the regular courfe of proceeding in hearinjgf 
counfel at the bar of that Houfe, would make it impoiBbleto • 
bring the matter, which ought to be entered into as foon as^' 
poflible, to a conclufioh this feifion. He wanted the obje^ tqi 
be attained with all convenient difpatch,' and that this Bil) 
fhould pafs if no better mode could be adopted to remedy the 
evil. He claimed this not only on the ground of national in- 
tereft, of itfclf decifive, but alfo with' a view to the particular 
intereil of the parties immediately concerned. The corporation 
of the city of London, it was true, came forward at that tnjc>- 
ment with a plan which they fay will aniwer the purpofe of the 
trade in general, beher than that propofed in the Bill, btil; 
when the complaint had been of fo long Banding, and this 
merchants had given the city fo much time to d6 what was ne- 
ceffary in a matter of fo much importance to the national com> 
merce, and when alfo they were fo late in producing their 
plan, the Houfe had a tight therefore to be fomewhat jealous 
of the fmcerity of the city; they ought not to objeiB to 
mode propofed in the prefent Bill, until they fliould be furC 
that the city plan was a better mode for remedying the Cvil. 
The conclufion that he meant to draw from all this, certainly 
was not that the prefent Bill fhould be put off for four months ; 
if that fhould be agreed to, the Bill could not pafs this fefSoh, 
if therefore that amendment was perfifled in, he fhould feel 
himfelf obliged to meet it with a negative. This hb was 
warranted in doing from the arguments of the reprefen-, 
tatives of the city, who oppofed the Bill, •fubj'ciB fo a better 
mode of carrying that principle into effeft. The city ofLoit- 
don,, for thefe reafons, he conceived, were not fairly entiildi’ 
to the delay defired, uiilefs they proved that their mode was 
preferable to that propofed in the prefent Bill. Before, there¬ 
fore, he fhould confent to the delay, which would go to a re- 
jeiBton, the Chancellor of the Exchequer faid, he muB hear 
lufficient evidence to convince his mind that the. plan of im¬ 
provement propofed by the city was clearly prefefablir to tbit 
of the merchants. 

3 O a \ If 
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In that view of the fubje^f, the friends of the bill were enti¬ 
tled to have the fecond reading then, and pat their opponents 
to proof at the bar of the Houfe that their, plan was a better 
one.. If gentlemen, however, feeing the great delay that would 
afife bv hearing evidence on both fides at the bar of the Houfe, 
would agree to have a committee up ftairs, in that cafe it might 
be proper to poftpone the feebnd reading of the bill to an early 
day after the holidays, for the purpbfe of A:cing whether the 
City of London could, within a fortnight or three weeks, or 
fome fuch period, produce a plan that would anfwer the pur- 
pofe better than that which was propofed by the prefent bill. 
This feemed to him to be doing juftice between the parties, 
without lofing fight of the public intereft. He fhould there¬ 
fore move an amendment upon the amendment, that, inftead 
of “ this day four months,’* be fubftitutbd the nth of April 
next. Then he fhould be ready to meet the idea of referring 
the plans to a committee, who might fit every day notwith- 
ftanding any adjournment of the Houfe ; and, if the city were 
really defirous to carry the fubjeiSl through properly, they 
would come forward with their plan. Certainly, the public 
(hould have the benefit of the mode propofed by the prefenr 
bill, unlefs a better mode be propofed. It fhould be reir.eni-- 
hered, that if this bill be thrown out, another bill could not 
be had in the prefent feflion, according to the rules of the 
Houfe. If, however, it could be proved that a better plan 
could be adopted, it might hereafter be brought forward, and 
in the mean time this fhould go on. He would therefore move, 
that the fecond reading be poflponcd till Monday the nth of 
«f April} but here he wifhed to lx; undcrflood, that he did fo 
with this provifot that the worthy magillrate and the oppofers 
6 f the bill would take fuch advantage of the intervening time, 
as to enable the Houfe to give to the public the benefit that 
would refult from one of the plans. If they could make out 
that their fyftem was better, cheaper and fhorter, he did nnr 
entertain a doubt but the Houfe would adopt it. He therefore 
did not wifh to leave out the word noiUj as it flood in the ori¬ 
ginal motion, unlefs the confiderations he had fiaCed met the 
ideas of the gentlemen, who moved and fupported the deferring 
the fecond reading for four months. 

• 'I’he Speaker faid, that in confequence of the appeal that 
had been made to hint, with refpedi to the queflion of regula¬ 
rity in the opponents of the bill, not only ftating their reafons 
againfi; it, but alfo laying before the Houfe their plan, which 
they alledgcd would carry the fame objed better and more ef- 
fe^ually into execution,—he thought they had a right to bring 

forward 
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forward their plan as part of the evidence they might produce 
againft the plan propofed in the prefent bill. Having ftated in 
a perfpicuous manner the objedl: of the bill, and that of the 
petitions againll ir, the Speaker oblcrved, that it would not be 
proper to debar counfel for the opponents of the bill from bring¬ 
ing proof of the fuperiorlty of their plan. Such had been the 
line' of conduct ohferved by the Houfe in a private bill of great 
importance, the Eau Brink Drainage Bill, where it yras con¬ 
tended that the objedt would be ruinous in its confequences»' 
Xhofe who oppofed it wiihed to fhew, that the fanie end might 
he obtained by other mcafures with more advantagCjj and they 
were accordingly allowed to produce their plan: the parole 
evidence and papers of a principal engineer were received to 
that eltect. Great delay and expence would however enfuc; 
and he fiiggeftcd, whether an antecedent committee of enquiry 
would not efFccl:u<illy anfwer every purpofe? ‘ 

Mr. Alaifixvaring faid a few words, which related to the 
confequences of delaying the bill, and obtaining full infor¬ 
mation. 

The speaker explained the order of the proceeding, and 
faid, that it was ufual to originate bills like that before the- 
Hoiife in the months of September and Oelober, confequently 
the temporary delay and confideration of the prefent hill would 
be the Icaft injurious mode of proceeding, where there remaiii- 
ci! no doubt on either fide of tlic neccllity of fomc nuafure like 
the prefent for the accommodation of the encrealing commerce 
of the metropolis. 

Mr. Alderfnnn Lttflnnglon declared^ that it was by no means 
the objedf of his ameniinient to get rid of the bill before the 
Houfe, but merely to give the city of London an opportunity 
of laying their plan before a Committee, for them to fee 
whether it was not better than that which was propofed by 
the bill. The Alderman deprecated any idea of a purpofed 
delay with a view folely to do away the bill for the prefent 
feflion; he wifhed rather that it thould revive in greater per- 
fc 61 ion by a full enquiry and emendation; rhat feme bill fhould 
be carried, and that, as foon as was confillctit with all the in- 
terefts which were involved, he was decifively of opinion; but 
he wifhed a meafure of fiich magnitude to be preceded by a 
deliberate examination of both the plans propofed, and if it 
fhould be found in the end that the plan ptopofed by the mer- 
■ chants was preferable to that of the corporation, then, aqd flien 
C>nly, it fhould have his afTent. 

The Speaker wifhed to fet gentlemen fight, who might fup- 
pofe that a new meafure could rife upon the prefent bill; the 

orders 
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orders pf the Houfc would not admit of fuch a mode of pro- 
* To that there appeared no alternative but proceeding 
fo^'tlnd reading of the bill dire(31y, or adopting the fhorf 

^djbufnnient propofed in the amendment of the right honour- 
abVgentleman, to prevent that delay which all united in pro- 
Cefting agatnft. 

Mr, Alderman Lvjhington acceded to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer’s amendment. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved, that Mon¬ 
day the nth of April,” be fublfitutcd in the place of the for¬ 
mer propofed amendment, and where the word noiu flood in 
the original motion. 

Mr- Sheridan faiJ a few words on the poflibility that it might 
fie ruppofe'd that the parties aflenting to that poflponcment on 
cither fide might be confidered as confenting alfo to withdraw 
their evidence; this they had" not the power' to do; and it 
Vtrburd be awkward for the Houfe, fhould they not have the 
. pb#er to do lb, by any accidental turn which the queflioii 
might take. 

The Speaker faid, the feveral petitions might lie on the ta- 
^e in the prefent flate without being alFedlcd by either quef- 
tiph, only in fo far as the time to which the Houfe might de- 
terniirie to poftpone the' fecond reading. 

Mr. Ryder feared th'ere would be a lofs of time fliould a 
variety of plans be confidered. 

General Smith faid, the Houfe fliould recoiled^ that this bill 
was to have been read lafl week, and he uhderftood that the 
only reafon affigned for a delay to the prefent time was, in or¬ 
der to afford an opportunity for a meeting and difeuflion of the 
fiufinefs between the contending parties; the Houfe had not 
heard of any fuccefs, or even any information, only that a new 
jflan vyas brought forward by the corporation after a few days 
digeftion, to oppofe a plan matured in all its parts, and upon 
Virnit^' cbuhfel were ready to produce evidence: he did not 
approve of this, and he hoped the Houfe would look to the 
ihe'ritS of the firft propolers of a meafure fo important to the 
tirade of the country, and not liften to thofe who had regleited 
for upwards of fixty years a matter of fuch magnitude, until 
they'w'ere roufcd from their Ajplnenefs by perlbns mpre nicrl- 
Corioufly atflive, and in favour of whofe meafure he had beard, 
if^uments' by" the honourable member who fpokc firft, which 
Plight to cbnvincd any .iPan; nor could even the ingenuity qi: 
humour of bis .honourable fiiend near hioi (Mr.^Slwridan) 
alter hts bpinibh,'that the oppofition <.f the city’ to the wet 
docks Was hoi evtry whit as abfufd as the oppofition a centiir/ 
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ago to the building of Weftminiler bridge >-he would oppofe 
both amendments. 

Sir fFatkin Lewes faid, he was forry to bear any reflexions 
thrown out againfl the corporation of London, who h^.a]> 
ways been adtive in the interefts of their country. Their epp- 
duX in preierving the river navigation, and other meajlji^^ for 
the good of trade; and the condudl; of bis honourable ^iend, 
(Alderman Lufliington) whofe motive was not for t^lay, but 
to render the meafure required efledlud, in acquielcing i^lth 
the amendment of the right honourable gentleman, was a^^oof 
ol the purity of their wilbes. 

The quell ion was put on the £rfl amendment, which W'as 
negatived. 

And the Chancellor of the Exchequer's amendment was then 
put, and carried in the aflirmative: the fecoad reading to ta]co 
place on Monday, the nth of April next. 

Mr. Alderman Lvjhhigton moved, “ That a committee be 
appointed to enquire into the bed mode of providing accom¬ 
modation for fhipping in the port of Tjondon which was 
agreed to, and the Committee ordered to meet this and every 
day, notwithdanding any adjournment of the Heulc. 

Several gentlemen were nominated, and feveral more being 
put, the Chancellor of tht Exchequer faid, that in order to make 
it an open committee, he Ihould move, That all members 
have voices who (hall attend the faid committee.” Ordered. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Thursday, March 17. 

Pool Canal, Knutsford Road, Camwhitton Inclofure, and 
Topfham Canal Hills, were read a third time, and pafled. 

WET DOCKS. 

The committee appointed to take into confideration the 
plan of the merchants for building wet docks in the port of 
London, were ordered to report from time to time to the 
Houfe. 

GAME REGULATION BILL. 

Mr. Curwen brought in a bill for the repeal of certain parts 
of the game laws, which was read a firft time; and, on the 
motion for the fecond reading, 

The Chancellor of the Exchequer laid, the bill Was of fo 
much confequence, and involved queflions of fo much magni¬ 
tude 
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tude, that he thought gentlemen fhould come to fome immc^ 
^iatc decifion rcfpci^ing it. It was of lo Important a nature, 
that he was ngatnft its lying over iintil next icllion,: it was, iu 
ihort,"a queftion of fuch a complexion, that he wiflicd it to be 
decked with all convenient dil'patch, and not fuftcred to re*- 
main afloat in mens minds. He would therefore recommend 
to put ofF the feconJ reading to fome day after the holidays, 
fufHciently in time to obtain the determination of, the Houfe 
during the prelent fcISon, and in the mean time to have the 
bill printed, in order to give gentlemen opportunitv to confl- 
dcr its principle and provilions. In this idea, it it met the 
approbation of the Houfc, he would fix the i8:h of April fur 
that ftage. 

Mr, Ci:rweTi faid, he concurred in opinion with tljc right 
honourable gentleman, that the nieafnre wa^^ of mugnitude and 
confidcrablc importance, and he thought the Houic ought to 
be allowed fufiicient time and opportunity to confider its prin¬ 
ciple. He had no objcdlion therefore to printing the bill, or 
deferring the fccond reading of it till after Eafter. And, as 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer was pleaitd to mention the 
iSth of April ns a proper day, be would, with the leave of the 
Houfc fix that day for the fccond reading. 

General Smith declared, that he himfelf bad as yet formed 
ro opinion whatever of the fubjedt, and as it was of very ge¬ 
neral importance, he conceived that it would be more proper 
to defer the bill after it was printed entirely to the next feffion, 
that the rnembeis of the Hdufe might take it into the country 
during the vacation, not only to confider it, but alfo to con- 
fult their confiituents upon if. 

The Chmucllor cf tin Exchequer faid, that he wlfiled time 
till after the rccefi tor thefecond reading, that gentlemen might 
give it every confidcration and attention in their power. If, 
after that time, the Houfe thought its principle and provifions 
dangcu'QUS, they might rejeft it; and, he wms free to f.iy, th^t 
he wifhed it to be foon decided. 


HOUSE OK COMMONS. 

Kripay, March i8. 

» . 

Mr. Curu'en moved, that the order for the fecond of the 
^.game bill, on Monday the i8th of April, fliould be difeharged, 
ajtd renewed for Friday the 22 d of April. Agreed to. 

Mr. Buxton was of opinion, that timf! ftiould be given to 
gentlemen to make up tl;eir minds on tiic contetits of the bill. 

Mr. 
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, Mr. Curwen declared he had no ob^edion (o poftpcttw t.the 
fecond reading. \ . , ; . 

It was then agreed to, that.the bill llaould be read a 
time on Monday, the i8th of April next, and 
fliould be printed for the ufc of the members. , v» 


MILLERS BILL. 


t 1 • ' 

Mr. Ryder brought up the, bill founded on the refoliHSoiJS pf 
the corn committee, refpedting. the regulations to take ptxpd 
in mills. Read a firft time, and ordered to be read a Rcond 
time to-morrow. 


DOG TAX. 


The order of the day being read for the confideration of tbe 
report of the committee on the dog tax, it was difcharged on ; 
the motion of Mr. Dent, who then moved, that it fliould 
fland for Thbrfday next. Agreed to. 

-Adjourned,- 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

Friday, A&rri 18. 

Mr. Curwen moved that the order for the fccond reading of 
the game bill, on Monday the i8ch of April, fhould he dif- 
charged, and renewed for Friday the R2d of April. 

Agreed to. 

Waste lands. 


Tbe order of the day being read for the Houfe to refolve 
Jtfelf into a committee of the whole Houfe, on the general 
inclofure ' JBill, Sir John Sinclair moved, that the Bill be 
referred to a fele^t committee conflfling of knights of tbe 
(hires and gentlemen of the long robe. Agreed to, 

Mr. Powys gave notice that he fliould move on Monday 
next for an intiruction to the committee to divide this bill into 
two diftin£t bills, as it embraced two objects, whsch had no 
connection with each other: the one was to fettle with the 
confenting proprietors who formed a great majority, and the 
other to compel an unwilling minority. 


MELASSES. 

Lord SheJ^ld fiid, that the late a£l had prevented the difliU 
lation from Britilh melalTes, but as exportation was not forbid, 
the fpirit of that ad was evaded; Englifli melafles was fens 
to Ireland to be diflilled, and the price of foreign mejafles was 
fd high, that l^rlCifli melalTes was exported, and afterwards re¬ 
turned as foreign. There was another circumflance which 
VoL. Jll, 1796. 3 P he 
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be wiihe^ tP mention; the duty on foreign melaiieS was fo 
high,astp amountalmoft to aprohibition, by which means l^e 
on diftillation was loft; the duty mould thtrefore be 
kfl^ed. He wiChed to know whether thofe who attended to 
the revenue intended to bring' forward any meafure to remedy 
tliefe inconveniences. 

A^r. jRc/e faid, that he was aware of the abufe mentioned, 
and he would fubmit to the Houfe, in a few days, a propofi- 
tiph to prevent the exportation and encourage the impor¬ 
tation, &c. 

HIGH PRICE OF CORN. 

Mr. Ryder brought up a report from the felesft committee, 
which recommended the equalizing weights and meafures 
through the kingdom. Ordered to lie on the tabic, and to be 
printed. 

Mr. R\der brought up the report of the fele£l:committee on 
the high price of corn, which was read, order to be laid on the 
table, and to be printed. 

Adjourned. 

falhnaing is a Copy of the Report delivered by Mr, Ryder 

to the Houfe of Cemmopsi 

The fcleft Committee, appointed to take in confideratlon 
the prefent high price of corn, and to collcdt evidence relative 
thereto, and to report the fame, with their opinion thereupon, 
from time to time, to the Houle, have further conlideied the 
matter to them iLferrcd, and have come to the following re- 
li^utiuns: 

^RefoU’ed, I. That U is the opinion of this commlctcs, that the buying andi 
felling of corn hy weight or tneafure, regulated by weight. Is more certain, ano 
lefs liable to deception ihan by meafurc alone. 

R..ef>lv(.d, 1I« That it is the opinion of this committee, that, notwithAsnd* 
ing die buihcl, common called ** The Winchefler Buflicl,” is the o.dy meal'uie 

f » > 

of that dcfcrlptiun authorized by law, there are varloui culfomary meaCures ufed 
in different partt of the kingdom, to the great inconvenience of the bajEcrs and 
fellers of com. 

Rcfolved, III. That it is the opinion of this committee, that the adoption of 
weight or meafore, regulated by we'glit in the falc cf corT^ Inftead of meafurt 
alone, will tend to remedy thefc ihcpnvenlencrs, and to equalise all defcriptMias of 
the quantities of corn bought or fold in this kingdom, 

Refolved, IV, That it is the opinion of this committee,' tint the ftaxdard 
ereighc o^ght to be Avoirdupois pound, one hundred and twelve of which poundo 

ihall 
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ihail he conAdered as the hundred weight, asU twenty hundred weight as one ton 
ftanding we ghc, with an even beam or balance, 

Refoived, V. That It Is the ojiinlon of this committee, that, the follosdng 
weights Avoirdupois, of the ref^eilive fortV of grain, flxall be Seemed equ^tp 
a itandard WincUeftdr viz. Wheat Salb. Rye 56ib.Baclcy 501b, or 

Bigg, 44'b. Oats 4.clb. Beans 6olb. Pcafe 66lb. 

Rcfolvcd, VI. I'hat it is th" opinion of th-s committee, that all*contradls, 

* * . • 

bargains, Lies, and .dealings in cord, ought to betaken and adjudged to be ac« 
cording to the Raadards aforefaid j and chat no perfon fhould recover the price of 

corn fold, or the corn itfclf, or any damages on account of any contradls, bar- 

, * • 

gains, Talcs 01 dcaliDg*', but according to the vrclght of the Avoldu]>ois poupd, or 
of meafuic iegu!at.*d by that w ight; and that all couirafts', bargains, falc^ or 
dealings, made othemir<*, fliould be void. 

Rcfolve!, VII. That it is the opinioji of this comnv.tlee, that the giving 
and receiving as an allowance or afldition to the wc»ght a quantity of com, ^'op.'e 
wbat is rtaUy and uo’na rinr agrci^d by which a higher ^fictls palA to the 
fcUer^ than the nominal we’ght or quantity is worth, tends to raU'c the return of 
the average pike of. corn, and is thereby injurious t'Vihe contiim^is cf bread. 

Rcfolvrd, VI il. Tliat It is the opinion of this commirtcp, that any perTon 
demanding or taking any addifiofuM Jl romance of corn t'j the pound, hundred^ or 
ton, or other weight, or to the refpetSlhe weights 0: the luAe], as before jnen- 
tloned, Ihould be made ubie to a penalty. 

Refolved IX. That it acars to this committee, that by feveral anclciit aSts, 
it is directed that market towns fhjull have a common balance, and Rahdard 
weights a^d mcafurcs 5 and that by an acJi n ade in the 35tli yteat of the reign of 
his prefent Majcfty, the ufc of defcflive v.^eights, ard falfsand une^uil bahnees, 
has been j rohib.ted, andthcjuftlces arc empowered to parchafe ftandard weights 
Out of the county rates. 

Refolved, X. That is the opinion of this committre, that the thief magi* 
ftrate of every city or market town, or the in tli'-lr feilion, fhould be dl^ 

lefled and required to caufr to be crefted, in a convenient place, within the com 
market of Aich city or maiket town, or in other places where c^rn is f>ld, fuf- 
£cient bfnms or balances, with propci fcalcs thereunto adxci, with a competent 
fet of iron weights, and that the exp- ncc thereof fliall, be paid for out of the 
county rale, asi^ fircdled by the a.'l of 35th year of tie reign ofhhprclirnt Ma* 
jeftv, iinlcfs the city or town docs noL contribute to ihc rate of the county irt 
which it is fituatcd. 

Refo ved, XI. That it is^the opln'on of this commic:ce, that where weights 
are provided for the above purpofes, th=y fnall Oe mace of caRlron, vnth the 
contents thereof marked on each particular weight; a.-d th./v four weights of 
50lh..cach, and of cachof the weights of 2Sib. 141b. ylfe. 41b. s.Ib. ilb. Avoir- 
^upok, by compound ng of wWch 4 l4t.k of corn, or 9 X^ ia;aUcr quantity can 
be weighed, ihaU be conAdcred as cjinp tent. 

3P2 


HOXTSE 
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^ HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Monday, March 71. 

14 ' , ' . ^ 

^ * *• * _ 

Tte Bills on the table wwe read in their different ftages, 
title Bill was received ffonq the Coitfimons. 

' silWjQurned. . 

HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

* 

Monday, March aj. 

The Indemnity, Garrell’s Naturalization, and Clive In- 
clofure Bill were read a third time, and pafled. 

MILLERS TOLL REGULATION BILL. 

A Ihort converfation, in a committee of the whole Houfe, 
took place on this Bill. 

Mr. Paphatn faid, he wifficd in fome ftage of the Bill to in¬ 
troduce a claufe for millers to accommodate the poor on jour¬ 
neys, by grinding corn for them, as inn-keepers are obliged to 
fupplythe military with provifions on marches. 

Mr. Francis (aid, he thought the better expedient would be 
to effablilh hand-mills in certain parts of the country, where 
^he poor might grind for themfelvcs. 

Mr. P-iumer recommended gentlemen to poftpone their ob- 
fervatiuns in the prefent ftage of the Bill, and in the mean time 
to have it printed, that they might fully confider it during the 
holidays, and deliver their fentiments upon it when it 'came to 
be recommitted. 

Sir Francis Bajpt then brought up the report, when the 
Bill was ordered to be printed, and to be taken.into further 
confideration on Tlinrfday, the ^th of April. 

Mr. Robert Dnndas brought m a Bill for the better regula 
tion of game in Scotland, yvhich was read a firft, and ordered 
to be read a fecond time. * 

A.meflagc from the Lords acquainted the Houfe, that the 
' Lords had pafled the Bill for the encouragement of the im¬ 
portation of naval ftores to the Weft India iflands, with fc- 
veral other Bills, without any amendment. 


WASTE lands. 


Mr. Pavjys rofe to make a motion relpcfling the wafte 
land general inclofure Bill, which he faid, embraced two 

P ci pics, which* in his opinion ought to be kept diftihift aivd 
rate. The one gives the power of inclofing by the un¬ 
animous confent of the proprietors, the other vefts that power 





m 
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in a bare majority. To the former he had no obje£^ion. 
The latter he thought extremely exceptionable and pmper to 
be made the fubjeit of a feparatc‘Bill. He therefore moved, 
‘‘ That it be an inftrudHon to the committee appointed to cOn- 
fider the dividing and inclofing wafte lands, to turn the ge¬ 
neral inclofurc Bill into two Bills, if they thought fuch a 
incafure proper,” 

Sir Richard Sutton feconded the motion. 

Sir John SincUur faid, he thought fuch a mcafure would^nnt 
only be productive pf delay, but would defeat the objeCt of 
the committee. He juftified the provifions of the Dil), and 
declared he conceived it to be for the general interefl of the 
public, that a majority IhoulJ decide, wherever there was a 
difference of opinion. 

Lord Shiffleld faid, he was forry to differ from his honour¬ 
able friend u’ho made the motion. The Bill if feperated as 
propofed would be pcrfeftly uWefs. The objeCt of the Icgi- 
jlature fhould be not only to facilitate, but ajfo 10 encourage 
?in(i as much as poffible to force an inclufure; th,it it was 
now perfectly well afecrtained, that on an average of 
years the quantity of land now in tillage in Great Britain did 
not fubfift its inhabitants, that he had told the public five years 
ago, unkfs fome tneans wcrcufcd to increafe the tidage of the 
country, .we Ihould freqijcntly find ourfclves in an alarming 
and precarious dcpendance on foreign countries (as in our 
prefent cafe) for our fubfiftence^; that if the cultivation of 
wafte lands was fuHered to depend on general conienr, an in** 
clofure would never talie oince; that fb great a rood ihould 
not depend on the infignificant whims of u few iiuliv.Moals 5 
that the quantity of land unctiltivaLcd in KnglanJ a dif- 
grace to the legillaturc, and the like wms not to obfej ved irt 
any other civilized country in Europe, 

Some gentlemen had lard that much of the .wafte lands 
were asufeful in their prefent ftafe as they could be renderefd 
by cultivation. He entirely dlfaareeJ with them; he faid 
they were a nuifance to th<j country, they were the iiefts of 
rogues and idlers ; that they drew the people from regular in- 
duftry; that thole LuuJs it brought into cultivation, one part 
would be employed ni niiling good cattle, in the place of ihofe 
rniftrable ftarved animals, which aie not to be feen in any 
other country, while the other part would be employed in 
raifmg that corn for which wc are paying fuch immenfe fums 
to foreigners, when we can get It. 

Mr. FtuimU faid, that it might happen that a minority in 
mniibers may poflefe the larger iharc ul property ■ in fuch cafe 

it 
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it would be pioprr to make exceptions; however, he thought 
that ;n the co.-iimitmcnt of the preient Bill, thofe purpofes 
might be as well as by kpaiate bills, which would 

be productive of delay. 

Mr. Uurdojj was of opinion, that by delay wc fliould indif- 
putably lofc raivunir.^cs arinng from an immediate in- 
clofure. 

Mr. I'lrjfy faid, that hr ar firfl hoped that the Bill would 
be ot^.endi^d with very benrflclal confequenccs; but when he 
took i: h:':r.o v/ith him, he faw, from the fecondj page, that 
it was a rnrrkery held out to the people, that it would prevent 
the of a reiurnir*;.: fcarcity 5 he was forry to read an 

exception of all the ICing^s forcUs, the New Foicft, the 
foreft cl Dean and Vvalfovd, A:c. Why, he afked, fhould 
thefe lauds remain uncultivati d ; they were, in the wafle 
lands (jf the kingdom. He contended, ti;at thefe forefts 
Ihould be fit ft cuhivated, and as he would vvifli to fee every 
acre in the kingdom inclofed, they fnculd then begin the cul¬ 
tivation of common and other wafte lands. 

RJr. Ryder was againfi the motion, becaufe when the Bill 
came to be committed, he cxpeclecl luch regulations to be 
' made as would fully anfwcr the parpoie of it. 

Mr. Powh faid, that his objection \vas not on any balance 
of the quantity ol property in the n'.ajoriry and niinority : it 
was, that parliamrr«t ouL^ht not to tlclcgaie into other hands, 
the power of compelling any minuiiry to confentj he con- 
feffbd, that bclorc any individin-J proprietor was compelled to 
confent, he fiiouid be heard by parliament, who would tlien 
a6t ns it law fir. 


Rlr. Harrijhn conceived the beft way was to proceed in 
the proper courlc, as noihing could be cxpe£icd to be done if 
the Houfe waited ter the confent ol a!] panics. 

Mr. Xdrey thoualit the Houfe ought to jMeferve the right of 
deciding in a cafe where the deciuon of the minoriiy was li¬ 
able to be influenced by tb.e intciclt ot the parties j but oh- 
feivcd, for the fake of exp-dition, tliac the better way would 
be to Jrparatc tiie bills, and let the firit propofiiion pajs, fince 
there apuciTcd no cbjcdlion to that. 

Sir jyiduin} 1 ) ihni laid, that the rcafon why the crown 
laiids were cxccpcd vv?s, not bccaufe oi tncir being royal pro- 


peuy, hut bccaufe there wa'^ at prelcnt a couiiiniiion to en¬ 
quire into the ftatc of the crow^n-iands, and tuat a plan would 
be brought forAvaiu.uy the coiunHilioners in preper time, 
wel! d gi.ftcd and ct»nlukrets wh.ch would make tjic forefts 
pi oduihvc, and leave a lufficjcnt quantity cf timber for the 


navy. 
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Mr. Fax agreed wfth Mr. Huffey, that the crown lands ihould 
be firft cultivated, with refpeft to the propofal of dividing the 
Bill into two, he thought that it was a very proper meaiure; 
as.by that means gentlemens’ doubts with regard to one 
meafure would not impede the coun'c of the others through 
the Houfe j he fhould therefore vote for dividing the Bill, 
upon this fimple propofition, that that part of it ought to 
pafs immediately, to which there was no objedtion. 

After fomc further converfation, Mr. l^owys’s motion was 
negatived wiihout a divifion. 

O 

« 

NEGROES IN WEST INDIA. ISLANDS. 


Mr. Francis rofe to give notice of his inteniion to frJee the 
firft convenient opportunity after the leccfs, to bri.n^: lorKMfd 
a motion concerninj*; the Hate of the neproet lu t.'tc 'Weft- 
India Hiands. In order not to load himfeif with urnecef- 
fary difiiculiies, an attempt iuGicIenily srdeous in itfclf, and 
perhaps above liis capacity, by cxcitis^^; gioendlefs fufpicions, 
and provoking a fuperfiuous difpofition to oppoie his intended 
prepoikion, before it undcrilood, he would nowv ftate 
(hortly to the Houfe, not v;i>at his object was, but what it 
was not. Ic did not relate at a!! to ihc rshohiion of the Have 
trade, nor to the manurnilTion of the Haves jiow in the iflands. 
His purpoft* was to provide for anut.'jcr intereft, which, in his 
opiniv^n, though certainly not ncgleeled) had never been wifely 
conildered, nor rational'y promoted, on found principles of 
advantage cither to the muftcr or the Have; he meant the 
real intereft of the proprietor himfelf. If, through that me¬ 
dium, the condition of tho Have could be improved, he hoped 
it would not be an objection to hk nropofition. It was true^ 
he had not till very lately thought of taking an adive part, 
upon a ful-jcil, which, in other views, had been fb long de¬ 
bated, and to fo little purpufe. T'hc laft unfortunate voce on 
the Have trade had deiennined him to come forward. On 
one point only he thought it nccpflhry to make an explicit 
declaration, to fhelter iiinifclf I rotn perfonal reproach or 
blame. It was true that he h.id taken his rcfolution, and 
that, at prelent, he f-iw no realbn to think it at ail likely 
that he Ihould not adhere to it. 

Neverthclefe, it was pofiiblc, that in the interval, confidera- 
tions might occur or be fuiigeited to him, by men wifer than 
himfelf, whom he meant to conluir, that iniurmountable dif¬ 
ficulties, or ftrong prudential objectioni-, might deter or di¬ 
vert him from purfuing his pretent purpofe. If fo, the 
H^ufe would hear no more of it 9 but, if he perievered in 

hi$ 
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his defijgn, of which at prcfent he had no doubt, , the,Houfe 
might be ,af?urcd that he'would apply his mind to it with aJI 
the'lhduftry of which’he was capable, and with every exer-» 
tion of whatever (acuities he poneilcd.. 

MAROONS. 

General Machod informed the Hotife, that the nature of the 
tranfadfion he was about to Ifatc, and the motion he fliould 
ground upon it, were of fo much importance, and involved 
^ch great concerns, not only to the honour rf the Houfe and 
the honour of the country, but the interefts of humanity for 
ages to come, that he regretted his inability for fuch a taflc. 
Before he entered into any detail, however, he fhould en¬ 
deavour to wipe away tome afperfions which bad been 
thrown upon him lince he liad undertaken this bufmefs. It 
had been both publicly and privately aflerted that he enter¬ 
tained two objects for hia prefent motion, private malice and 
hypocrify. In fact, tliat he endeavoured to calumniate a no¬ 
ble lord under the mafk of friendfhip. In reply to this falfe 
and cruel inilnuation, he dcfircd to appeal to all who knew, 
him, whether they did not believe him to be incapable of 
auertaining fentiments of private malice againft any man, 
far lefs againft a pfrfon whom he profclled to love as a man, 
and refpeoted as an accompliflicd loldlcr, and a perfon with 
whom he had always lived in habits of the ftridteft intimacy. 
Was the noble lord in <]^ueftion a perfon whofe character 
he could be fufpedied of being anxious to traduce ? Ife hoped 
no man who knew either the noble lord or him, would think 
him capable of it. But, however high his pei fonal refpeift 
for the noble lord might be, he was compelled by the imperi¬ 
ous call of duty to bring forward his prefent inquiry. It wris 
ahb faid that it was his intention to ftab minitters through 
the fidts f)t the noble lord. If minifters had been guilty of 
proceeding from plunder to plunder, and from crime to 
crime, in the adminiftration of the war, then he confefled 
that they were implicated in his charge; in his prefent view 
of the fubjecl he was about to difeufs, however, he abfoIVed 
minifters from having; any fhare in it; and he owned that he 
had received fonic fansfadtion upon a former day from the 
efiedt his firft mention of the matter evidently' producied on 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who appeared to be both 
itrucx with the importance and the horror of it. It was his 
prci'eiit buftnefs to proceed to the detail. The firft; account 
that he received of the importation of blood hounds, from the 
idand ol Cuba to Jamaica wai through the medium of a newf- -; 

paper 
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paper; as that was.not, however, the mpft authentic infor¬ 
mation for the Houfe to proceed upon> he wonld recite the 
account of it from an original letter * 

This letter, the General obferved, was not fent home by 
any perfoa inimical to government, nor inimical to the inro- 
duitioo of the blooJ-hounds, for the writer wilhed perfed 
fticccfs to them, and evidently joined in the general with of 
the planters and proprietors, to whom the abolition of the Have 
trade was injurious, by inuendo, that Mr. Wilberforce was in 
Jamaica to be bun ed down with the maroons. The lirft 
necelTary enquiry th:jt prefented itfelf in this cafe was, who 
thefc luaroans were ? and the refult of that enquiry would be, 
that thjy were n»cn ; and not only men, but freemen ; that 
th^y never had been llives themicJvcs, nor had their anceftors 
been fo, their frecdon:^ having bceii acknowledged by feveral 
generations. 


Kin^fion, yamaicdy yariuary 5, 1796. 

I dare fay yon have hrtri of ottr internal war with the maroons of Trelawny 

Co-vn. Wc have laboured un .’cr the orpreffion of martial law fince iaft, 

3;,d when St will ccafe, God only knpws. Laft week, they made overturea of 

and requefted three days time to furrender, which was granted to them, and 

wc entertained ourfehes with the pattering hopes wc Ibould foon again enjoy 

tranqm!i*7. On the contrary, the three days tr cc a.Tordcd Urem an opportunity 

of gainin^cvery information ic/pct^^Ing our fituatlon, &c. and they arc again re» 

treated farther into the wood.-, than ever. Strange might the idea appear, bat 

'’tis a fa^^ \v.' Uave imported from Cuba, one hundred blood-hounds, attended by 

twcnry Spanilh ChaHeurti, and they laft Friday proceeded into the woods to hunt 

out and cleftroy the enemy. It U tlie opinion of people in general, rhe^' will have 

dcfired eSe£l. Whaj cScwb w Hit have on M* Wiibeiibrc: ? 1 fap- 

rcic he fhrjnlcs at the idea qf hunting human rlcih and b ood, as he is plcafcd to 

j jic them, w'th blood-hounds. We .iU wiili him prefent. "Wc had fcvcre duty 

unri.’ig Chriftmas hoUidays, in laoc. guard in and about this town, that being 

cri:^cal junt^turc Co obfsvc tlic dlfpoiit.un^ o' ti:c ilaves, but 1 am happy to 

they arc i^mvcrfalty vreU aficA..ed, and 1 revn* law a quit'tcr Chriftma'-'; 

there is very liccle to be droaded £om them. One h-U Kiiipfion is in TicUm ny ; 

« 

ftuve been there thefc three months myfcif; iiavc b^cn i»i orpldition a^aluft* 
tbf* Marotms'in Charleftowrt ; they imm-diately h.M down »iicir anti';. In ad-- 
' 3 ’lirn to a number of fine fellows that have lofl theV livi it hi- coft the country 
half a mdiion fince the t'>nimencement <!»' %hh‘ ♦ nr)r»-u:-.ate war. You 
would fc irccly credh that 50O' of thefc fctlnw- con' ■ fo h n;- wltUilond upwar '*; of 
5 000 trooi s, which are the number againft* them ; th^y inio the interior 
of the mountains, and^tis impofCble to g''t ar ♦hen:. 1 fnppofe you a*-c al- 
Uied of reading j df not, d am a'mOft tired v.f willing ; fo v-i!l cOacluJe the 
jet't by wifning a fptedy cxtirp itioi) to thru:/’ 

VoL.Ill, Ijq6. 3Q_ 


The 
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The fecond queftion then would be, what were thefe 
bloodihounds that were imported with thirty Spanifll cHaf- 
feors to hunt up the maroons from their recciTes? ahd it 
would be found that they were dogs which the Spaniards had 
found of great ufe upon their difcovery of Mexico for the 
purpofe of extermination. He was not fond of quotations, 
nor did be often trouble the Houfe with them, but for once .ho 
would crave ^their attention to an extrad^ from the writings 
of Bartholomew De las Cafas, a fiinple monk, who was the 
only pcrfon that oppofed the barbarrities of his countr}'men. 

■ [General M’Leod here read an extraiSf from Roberton’s 
Hiftory of America, defcriptive of the horrors of this fort of 
warfare in Cuba.] Bartholomew De las Cafas, on account 
of this inhuman butchery, feparated from his countrymen ; 
and reprefented to the court of Spain fuch abominable prac¬ 
tices. Would the parliament of Great Britain wink at fuch 
proceedings as thete ? It was ufual, he obl'crvedj in Cuba, 
for the Spaniards to feed their dogs with human flefli, that 
they might be unnaturally bloody and herce j it was common 
among the foldiers to fplit a child in two; of cut up an Indian 
in quarters, and feaft their dogs. Would the Houfe of Com¬ 
mons fit careitfs, while fifty couple of blood-hounds were im¬ 
ported from Cuba, and ihiity chafieurs, to piirfuc the fame 
bloody and inhuman fpons ? And who were the fportfmen ? 
Britifii fubjedls, Britilh foldiers, and Britifh Officers ! ‘ Surely 
parliament would not fufier them to enjoy a chafe that fiained 
the charadlei of the country j and would blot the annals of 
his Majclly's reign, as much as it had done the reigns of 
Philip ll. and Charles V. of Spain. There was, at the fame 
time, no account of our war with the maroons; and furely 
parliament fhould be pre\’ioufly and regularly informed to de¬ 
clare it juft and necellary. We had not heard the caufe of 
this war, or known what provocation the maroons had given. 
.'He would, however, for the fake of argument, allow that the 
War was in defence of our rights, and confequenily juft ; yet 

bad no right to reibrt to unjufHfiable means in profecuting 
it, and purfue the enemy a/f internecionem. We had no right 
to purlue them with blood-hounds into their inmoft rcteflesj 
and he had authority to ftate, that it was not merely in their 
rallying forth and incurfions we uli^ iiich refiftance. In his 
youth, like moll young men of . his country, he had read 
works of law and morality; he read Puftendort, Grotjus, &c. 
and he found it was by thofe writers dcjclareil to be ynjiiftifiable 
to ufe improper weapons, er poKoti or afiaffinacion againft an 
enemy. This was prohibited on the principle of its increaf- 
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ing the evils and horrors of war. Gentlemen, perhaps, 
would lay, that the maroons were inftigared by the French: 
that was not, however, a reafon for reforiing to fuch a mode 
of war. Were gentlemen fure of our remaining in the poflefHon 
of the Weft India illandsf He would fuppofe the French cap¬ 
tured Grenada, might they not get blood-hounds from Cuba, 
and ufc them in turn againft our people } Suppofe they were 
at this moment in pofleffion of St. Vincent’s (he trufted they 
were not) might they not purfue the fame means of revenge 
in that iftand? Who he aftced, fet on the loyalifts in Martini- 
nique, and the Chouans in La Vendee ? Who but ourfelves. 
He therefore could not find, that we had great reafon to boaft 
of humanity and juftice, and lay their oppofites, inhumannity 
and injuftice, at the doors of the French. It was faid that 
the Chouans were, at this time, utterly difperfed ; and, might 
not the French government take the hint from us, and hunt 
them in their haunts and lurking places with blood-hounds f 
If, unfortunately, the Houfe Ihould be averfc to enquiry 
upon fuch a fubjeft, he Ihould think they were carelefs of 
the Britilh chara£ter, and England would incur the fame 
dillionour and the fame reproach which Spain incurred from 
fimilar barbarity. It it was, he faid, for the honour of the 
Houfe to do away fuch a difgrace to parliament, and fuch a 
blot to the national charafker, and if gentlemen were not 
dead to a fenfe of Ihame, and regardlefs of their duty, they 
could not he conceived, be averfe to his motion. He did not 
mean to move a cenfure on any commander or officer, but 
merely to call for official papers j if, after an inveftigation, 
the rioufe fhould find that the blame, the cruelty, and the 
barbarity of this bufinefs was owing to an individual^ how¬ 
ever high in place, or refpe£ted in life, he hoped no confider- 
'ations of friendihip or attachment would preclude a public 
vote of cenfure. General M’Leod concluded by moving, 
“ That an humble addrefs be prefented to bi$ Majefty, ptjy- 
“ ing that he would gracioufly pleafe to give d»re«Stiohs for 
“ laying before the Houfe whatever has beeu received re- 
** rpe£hng the mode of carrying on war againft the Ma- 
** roons.” . . , - . 


Mr. Secretary Dundas faid, he muft oppolc the motion, 
but Ihould not have occafion to ufc many words 'in giving 
his reafons to the Houfe fordoing fo. He did not find it 
difficult to comply fo far with the wilhes bftbe honourable 
general as to ftate, that no information had reached his Ma- 
jrfty’s miiyfters that tbefe dogs had been ufed for the purpofe 
of carrivingon the'war. From the beft of his recuUe^Uon, 
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he.belii^ved it was not ufual, on the,Ijepder grounds of a. mere 
private letter, to adopt fueh a tndtlon. as that which the ho* 
jiourahle^ member Iw'd moved j neither could it be enter- 
.tained as puiTeiling fads from the authority which h^d been 
jn^duced. 

With regard to what the honourable gentleman had laid oF 
.'the origin of the maroon w ar, and the injuftice of it on out 
part, he could with truth declare, that he had never heard 
that the war originated either juftly or umudly with usj he 
had heard indeed, that people were in a Irate of infurreAion 
againft the government and inhabitants of the ifland, without 
any afiignable motive^ without either oppre/Eon or injuftice, 
on the part either of the aftemblies or the inhabitants of Jamai¬ 
ca, to provoke it. On this fubje^ft, he confeiled himfelf in> 
competent to fpeak from his own pofitive knowledge; but 
fuch was the information he had received. From his own 
knowledge, however, he could afture the Hou'e that, ever 
fince the war had begun, the iflaqd'of Jamaica was in a' cbhr 
'tinual fUte of horror and alarm, and the planters and inhay 
.bitants were reduced to a fituation horrible beyond the power 
of the imagination to conceive. The maroons, inhabiting 
the faftnefles on. the hills, and living in places almoft; inac- 
ceftible to regular troops, defcenilad, in the dead of the night, 
and at other unguarded times, and mafliicrcd the families of 
the planters, man, woman, and child^ who lived at thebot- 
tom, and, aft^r committing every adl of cruelty and devafta* 
tion, retired to their places of fecurity and concealment in the 
hills, whence, few though they were, the whole force of the 
idand had been found inadequate to the talk of diflodging 
them. In this difticult and dreadful fituation the planters were 
obltgea to be conftantly under arms, and always prepared for 
jdefeocc. Finding that many of their troops were deftroyed ; 
ithat the whole militia and army, were kept in continual alarm; 
and that the ^difficulty of fupprefling them was in no fort di^ 
miniflied by all their eftbrts, though the whole of the maroons 
di<l not much exceed four hundred men, it was natural for 
them to wiih to put an end to fuch d^gep, and to adopt fuch 
prardical means as to them appeared mdft likely tocruih tbp 
infurredljon.. 


He had never underftoqd that the dogs were kept foy the 
murpofes of deftri^ion, and he hoped no improper uie would 
made of them. He bad not heard, por been able to iin'd, 
,ti)^they had been made ufe of in iftand.of Cu}ja for the 
jjl^uel purpofes alluded to ^ the honourable .gentlemen who 
ipade the motion. . the.;ufet6,wbi(dh they wereap« 

- “ ^ * . plied 
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plied there, was to prevent the running away of nfierocs, ,or 
to (Jifcover the track of their Sight, ivhcn they cfFeaed their 
efcape. That the dogs were ufed for the favage,inhumanpurpufes 
mentioned by the honourable gentleman, he had newer fo 
Vnuch as heard fuggelted. I'he extract which the honourable 
gentleman had read out of h’.s hiftory of Mexico, &c. it was 
the hiftory of a period too far diftant to bear at all upon the 
preient cafe; ir was beSdes to be recollc^Slcd, that in bdioksj 
^ranfatSliuns of this kind were generally reprefented in exag¬ 
gerated colours. At all events, the quotation being inappK* 
cable to the preient cale, the matter of it was not fit for dif- 
cuffion. 

The grounds ftated for the motion certainly were infufii- 
cient and inconclufive: Such grounds, them muft be 
aware, were too lame and imperfett to induce the Houfe to 
an acquiefcencc to the propofition of the Honourable generaL 
Kpw far the Houfe could refolve, on fuch information, as to 
the propriety or impropriety of the mode adopted by the ai&m- 
b!y of Jamaica, to carry on the war againft this cruel and mer- 
cilefs enemy was another queftion. With refpecl to the com¬ 
plaint, if founded on truth, the Houfe, he hoped, wasconvinced, 
tiiat his Majerty’s humanity would interpofe, to prevent any 
fpecies of war from lieing carried on, n it confonant to the 
feelings of the Houfe; and he could alTcrt, that from a mere 
rumour of the circumftance, his Msjefty’s minifters had fent 
the neceflary difpatchcs, explaining their difapprobation of 
any fuch mcafurc, if any fuen meaiiire had occurred. When 
the charafler of an abfent governor, whofc behaviour had at«» 
traced the greateft approbation, was involved, he hoped the 
Houfe would fee the impropriety of pufhing a motion upon 
fuch flight foundations any farther, and which would ap¬ 
pear the more uiincccflary, confidering the care taken to 
prevent the application the honourable gentlcmnn bad depre<* 
cated. 

Mr. Barham faid, that he found himfclf impelled to trouble 
the Houfe with a very few obfervations, and to give fuch an 
explanation as was neceflary to preferve the chaiadler of « 
noble lord, who had conduiled himfclf as governor of Ja¬ 
maica, in fuch a manner as to obtain the unanimous approi* 
barion of the inhabitants and planters. He was not, Mr. 
Barham faid, perlbnaljy acquainted with the noble lord, but 
he knew that no man was ranked higher for honour, huma¬ 
nity, and conduct than he was. With refpeift to the infor- 
matiph of the honourable gentlehnan who made the motion, 
^ certainly muft much doubt the quarter from whence it 
* pro- 
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proceeded- And fo far it was not to be credited on the ho¬ 
nourable gentleman's own explanation of the letter, which 
itated, that the planters wiflied for Mr. Wilberforce, that 
he might be hunted by ihofe biood-hounds. The was, 
the honourable gentleman, (Mr* Wilberforce) was highly 
refpe< 3 cd in the Weft Indies tor his philantrophy, as no man 
in the iflands ever imputed to him unworthy or improper mo¬ 
tives. As to himfclf, Mr. Barhana faid, that however he had 
differed from that honourable gentleman (Mr. Wilbcrforce,) 
he had ever rtTpefled the humanity of his heart, and the rec¬ 
titude of his intentions. Whether the dogs were imported 
for the purpofc of war was another queflion, but the honour- 
able gentleman did not attempt to ftatc that they were now 
fed on human flefh, either at Cuba r^r Jamaica; therefore, fo 
far they muft be lefs ferocious, chan at the diftanc period 
ifated in the book to which the honourable member had re¬ 
ferred. Every gentleman who had a park kept dogs to pro¬ 
tein their venifon, and to hunt deer-ftealers ; feme of thefe 
were called blood-hounds, but he never underftood that they 
partook of that ferocioufhefs, which feemtd to excite and 
alarm the humanity of the honourable general. The objeft 
of ufing the dogs in Jamaica was to diU*over the haunts of 
the maroons, and to piotec); the planters and their families 
from being murdered by, thofe barbarous rebels, ^'he pre- 
fent was a war aeainft robbers and murderers; and if a ban- 
dicti confifting of about 400 infefted any of our forefts, or 
poured down from ibme mountain, and murdered every pe r- 
fon that came within their reach, would gentlemen conceive 
it unjuft or improper to hunt them out of their haunts in a 
manner the moft likely to get rid of fuch villains? The ho¬ 
nourable gentleman feemed to lay much ftiel's upon the ma¬ 
roons being freemen, their being freemen, however, gave 
them no more right to a claim on humanity than the fiaves in 
the ifland. if the honourable general meant to maintain the 
the contrary', he muft aflure him, that, hi the eye of the 
planters, ireemcn did not ftand on a higher ground than the 
fiaves. He was. he laid, the laft man who would vindicate 
the horrors of war, and ne was convinced the nobleman who 
had the government of Jamaica would not ad: repugnant in 
any cafe to juftice, moderation, or humanity. The war 
’was an unprovoked rebellion on the part of the maroons, be- 
caufe one of them was puniftied flightly, according to the 
mild fyftem of the iflands, for an offence for which in this 
country he would have fufFcrcd death. To the Maroons fince 
that time the moil favourable offers had been made, but they 
bad perfevered in refuiing all terms* 
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Mr. Maurice Rehtnfon faid, he did not confider the commu¬ 
nication contained in a private letter fufficient to induce him 
to vote for the motion. But the defence of the right honour¬ 
able gentleman manifefted the propriety of its being adopted, 
as he confefled the fa£l of blood-hounds being a^ually em¬ 
ployed in carrying on the war. If the number of the maroons 
was only three or four hundred, it was furely unireceiiary to 
employ means of warfare fo abhorrent to human nature. , 

Mr. Sheridan declared he heard, with the greateft fati.sra£l:ion, 
from the right honourable gentleman, that orders had |beea 
fent by his majeff v’s minifters to put an end to this wickpd 
and atrocious mode of warfare. The convulfed ftate of Eurojw 
was fuch as to require no additional horrors, and he did not 
conceive that the vigilance of minifters could be better employ¬ 
ed, than in preventing, as much as poflible, the mifehiefs and 
horrors of fo lavage a fyftem. He was concerned however to 
find, from the language he heard that night, that the war ia 
Jamaica was a war of extermination. It was fo ftated, becaufe 
the Houfe had been told that Jamaica would not be fafe until 
the deftrudion of the maroons was accompliflied. It wasfur- 
pnfing, that without the abominable aid of blood-hounds, the 
whole force of Jamaica could not fucceed in fubduing thofe 
unfortunate maroons, who, by oppreftion, the breach of treaty 
on the part of the Englith, and in vindication of their rights, 
had been driven to take up arms. So far at Icaft the rcfiftance 
of a minority ading on julb principles in one quarter of the 
globe was in feme lort juftifiable. Tne' honourable gentleman 
who fpoke laft had aflerted, that they were not to be treated as 
Maroons, but rebels. It feemed, that the rcfiibance of an in¬ 
dependent nation, with whom this country ftgncd a folema 
treaty, which it afterwards violated, were to be conftdered in 
a ftate of rebellion. On any grounds there was nothing, he 
faid, which could juftify the ufe of blood-hounds; and it was 
unneceflary for him to ftate what the Houfe well knew, -that 
it was not only juft, but politic, to abate as much as pu&ble 
the rigours and horrors of war. 'I'hc prcfcnt objeds 
wai in Jamaica feemed to be the extirpation of this unhappy 
people, or to drive them by cruelty, to nuurifh fuch a reflec¬ 
tion of their wrongs, as to render them incapable, in fuihirc, 
of obferving amity and good will towards dieir enemy when 
peace ftiall return, 'i'he honourable gentleman would not fay 
that the maroons, when in the habits of commem intercourfe 
with thel planters, were not only extremely ufeful, but trad¬ 
able : certainly their future adions would be confonant to the 
treatment they fuftcred at prefent. I'hc flight punifhment to 

, which 
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the i^pjjourable gentleman a^facfcd, Vas tftat of public*. 
Ij? whipping 3 poor-wretch .throqgb the town for ^caljiig. $4, 
rig. was the priJe of tbefe Imiepeodent people, that.' 

thfi^l^lfelTerii’CcI deatli to fuch an Ignooiinious punifiiment*"*. 

of the maroon’s bloody flripcs created dffguft,* 
thMIi^out his n^ion. We had no right to try him at al), ai;^ 
by^afl caprers "fttpulatlon between us and the giarooris* they^ 
were to be tried by a tribunal of their own. Aye had,, in this 
inftainee, therefore, violated an exprefs article of a treaty.—!-> 
Complaint was made by the chiefs of the maroons of this vio* 
lattofi. Tbey-remohftratcd with us upon that occafion. Wc. 
refufod tedrefs, and tKis was the origip of this war in Jamaica*. 
The fault was ours upon the face of the proceeding. We, 
fbOuld have delivered up this maioon to be tried by the law 
of his ow'n tribe. Why wc had not, and why we had after¬ 
wards refufed to explain our conduufl: to the maroons, he had- 
aeycr heard. If it appeared that we were notin the tight 3t the 
conimencement of this difpute, and it became us to put a .{lop* 
ss fpeedily aS' poflible, to a praftice fo odious to humanity as. 
that which had been ntenciorieJ. Mr. Sheridan called on ttre 


Hojuie to manifefl its abhorrence of a war of extermination^ 
he hoped minifters wcrcinflncr.ccd by no fuch abominable fin-, 
ttments; but that, by amity and good will, they would brings 
hack thefe unhappy men within the pale of fociety; and, for 
the honour of the Britifh character, he truliccl that they .would, 
terminate th<rfe atrocities, of v hich tire honourable gcner.)l boii, 
with fo much jufticc,eomplaincd. 

Air. Barham {i\ii in explanation, that he did not conceive it 
to bea-point dilputed, that the war w'asjuft on our part j and that, 
the maroons bad not been provoked. With regard to the ex- 
icmunation-of the maroons, he confelTed he did not fee how it 
could be-otherwife, while the maroons were determined to. 
commit murder. - 


.^iirt*nay obferved, that this was a war ngainft the ma- 
rooitf,;flnd aiked if terms of peace had been offered, and it 
fuch were accepted or not? Krom what had fallen from the, 
rightixuiourablegentleman, it was evident that, in an jndjiedk, 
way,die feertied to defend the meafure W'hich gave rife tp thp. 
motion. rie had fold, he hoped no improper ufo would 
made-Of them. Pray, what proper ufe could be made of bljoqdi, 
hou.nds agaipfl men ? Would the honourable gentlemaj^ in- 
ftruci.the dogs-iiot to hurt the ntcu when they cawght 
Fox-hounds, w'h.enr/et on, would toar a mw iu pieces. 
wcfemanv eetitiemcn-in tffat Hopfe who,h,w] often b«ard dptL' - 
cptdd ha’.b nd cioubr of it. Wtre bloom hounds, let? fot'o- 


cious 
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clous than fox-hoands ? Hoping that no itnpropcr ufe would 
be made of thei'e dogs was perfefily idle ; indeed hb-had heard> 
that as a poor woman, a foldier*s wife, with her iphild in hoe 
arms, A'Ood upon the beach in Jamaica, fome. of thefe, dogs 
faftened upon her, and could not be taken away ontU they wbre 
pierced with bayonets. Such were the dogs of which m bo> 
nourable gentleman hoped no improper ufe would be made'. 
He (hould have been induced to think, from what he heart) 
to night, that no cruelties had ever been pradlifed with the|e 
dogs. The honourable gentleman Teemed hardly to give cre> 
dit to the account of the cmelties of the Spaniards in South 
America. There was, however no foundation for that doubt) ■ 
which the honourable gentleman would find aptly quoted and 
commented upon by profeflbr Robertfon. He had no doubt 
but that thefc dogs ftili retained the old ferocity of their nature* 
and if they were empitwed againft men, Acy would “ refpefl 
the manes of their anceftors,” and purfue their pra£lice. There 
were, it feemed, not above 500 of thefe maroons in the whole 
iflandof Jamaica: where then was the necelHty of this favage 
mode of contending with them ? Was this the way brave En-r' 
glifli troops were to fight in the caufeof morality and religion ? 
He knew fumething, but not much, of the noble lord who 
was ftationed in Jamaica ; enough, however, to believe Aak 
this pradtice was abhorrent to his nature: if Ae dogs, how-‘ 
ever, vVere brought into the illand, and the planters and other 
friends to humanity infilled upon ufing them, he did not know 
that the noble Lord had the power to prevent it. He had read 
PufFendorfF, Grotius, Vatell and others on the law of nations], 
and it did not appear to him that they Hated fuch pradlice .as 
this to be agreeable to the Jus gentium. .Inafmucb as Aft 
planters did not find blood-hounds exprefsly prohibited by Aelll . 
high authorities, they might think it was lawful to wle them > 
they might think them lawful in the fame, manner as a learned ^ 
judge, very high in the profefiion of the law, Aought upon ' 
allignats. That learned judge, when a trial came before tum' 
refpefting forged afiignats m.adc in this country to be fent to 
France, had fpecified many things which were prohibited by 
the law of nations, but he declared he did not know it to be 
againft the law of nations, for one country to endeavour to 
did refs another with which it was at war, in its finances. Thus 
the planters might think that blood-hounds might be iifed in 
war againft men, bccaufe blood-hounds >veie not exprefeiy 
prohibited by Crotiiis, PufFendorfF, or Vatel). - Mr. Ccnirte* 
nay proceeded ro Aevv that we had violated a treaty between 
us and the maroons, by trying and puniAing one of them by 
VoL. III. 1796. 3R pur 
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our law, inflead of configning him to the law of his own tribe. 
This treaty he maintained, was made by lord Trelawny on 
the part of our government, and the maroons had acquiefeed 
Jrii it ever fince, and it had alfo been recognized in various 
adls of the Aflembly of Jamaica. That the maroons were 
brave there could be no doubt, elfe four hundred of them 
could not have been formidable, fo long, to all the inhabitants 
of Jamaica, He therefore truiled tliat the brave Britifh 
would not difgrace themfclves by employing blood-hounds 
againft human beings. This was a mode never to be adopted 
by men pretending humanity. But if minifters would let the 
Houfe underlband that meafures are taken to prohibit the ufe 
ofthefedogs on our parts, his honourable friend, he hud no 
'doubt, would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Dent mentioned an inilance where the maroons fur- 
rounded a tent in which were fixteen gentlemen, whom they 
Ihot oneby one; but, as a fort of compromife, he faid that 
be would, on a future day, propofe a triple tax on all fuch 
dogs, which he hoped would fatisfy the honourable gentle^ 
man. 

Mr. Courtenay faid, the fubjcA of rhe debate, was the con- 
du£l of the maroons and the Britilh in Jamaica, whereas the 
fidt to which the honourable gentleman referred, took place 
in Grenada. 

■ Mr. Dent faid, he had flatcd the facl in queftion to con¬ 
vince the Houfe how little entitled to their confideration the 
maroons were, and to prove that maroons were maroons 
every where. 

General MLcad^ after maintaining that the ufe of thefe 
dogs againft men was improper any where, faid, he fliould 
never quit this fubjetft until he was fatisfied that pofitive orders 
were fent from our government not to ufe them. He hopeil 
the right honourable genilenian would nut quit the Houfe 
without giving fatisfadlury information on that lubjcct. He 
then withdrew his motion. 

■ The other orders of the day being deferred, the Houfe 
adjourned. 

HOUSE OF LORDS. 

Tuesday, 21. 

, Received feveral Bills from the Commons. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

Tuesday, March 22. 

Sir John Sinclair prefented three petitions in’favour of the 
cultivation of wafte l^nds, from the Berkfhire Agricultural 
{society, the gentlemen and farmers of the county of Cumber¬ 
land, and the farmers of various parilhes in the county of 
Oxford. All of which were read, and ordered to lie on -the 
table. 

7 'he Balaroad, and lord Temple’s Eftate Bills, were read 
a third time and pafl'cd. 

EXPORTATION OF CORN. 

Mr. Lcchmcre ftated, that the motion he had to make, w'as 
allowed by the fecretary of the treafury, (Mr. Rofe) to be 
in his opinion, perfectly a fair onej and at the lame time that 
he acknowledged the candour with which that gentleman had 
treated him, in a converfation which he had with him, he 
hoped the Hoiife would concur in that opinion. He was con¬ 
vinced that corn was exported, cither in its crude ftate, or in 
flour, under falfe pretences, to the enemy of the country. 
He had intended to have brought forward his motion in* a 
committee of the whole Houfe, but as he found the bufinefs 
was fuch'for the night, that they did not intend to go into a 
corn committee, he was ncccffitated to make his motion be¬ 
fore the Houfe. He had compared the exportation of corn 
for the years 1776 and 1777. Thehoteft period of the Ame¬ 
rican war, with the exportation in 1794 and 1795; and as he 
found that there was more exported in the two lall years, fQrtbe 
purpofc of being fent round coaft-ways, it wasbut fair to infer that 
an illicit trade was carried on. Still wifhing to relieve the in- 
Juftrious poor of the community, he felt it his duty to ftate 
to the Houfe, that from I'orac information which he had Ff- 
ccived, the practice ftill fubfifted. He concluded, Tjy mov- 
ing, “ That there be laid before this Houfe an accoutjt 6f 
the quantity of corn exported from Great Britain in they^fs 
1776 and 1777; and alfo in the years 1794 and J795, dif- 
tinguifhing each year, and the ports from whence the 
fame were exported, with the quantities exported from each 
jxjrt.” 

Mr. Long faid, although he had no objedion to the motion 
tion propoled, yet he could not agree with the grounds upon 
which it was built. He did not believe that an illicit expor- 

' laiion 
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lattion«xtftal to any confiderable'^tent« He had received 
iftfioEimtidn, it was true, from difFerent channels, of fuch 
exportations; he had received a variety of letters upon 
fdbjeS, the confeqwence of which was, that he had writfMi to 
CoUedors of the different ports, and in every inffance ho 
^tid, by regular accounts, that the corn fent coail-ways had 
^mounted to the quantity delivered at the place of deftination* 
The tnotbn was then agreed to. 

TAX ON COLLATERAL SUCCESSION. 

yje Chancellor of the Exchequer then moved the order of the 
day. “ That the further confideratlon of the report of the 
committee for removing certain duties on legacies, and fub*^ 
^ituting others in their Head, be now read, 

' Mr. Alderman Nev:''^r.:n faid, it was with great reluctance 
he rofe to op'"'> ’. a tax fnr the public fervicc at a time when 
everv bwi) knevv ihat raxes were fo much wanted j he felt 
jiimielf, however, called upon by his duty to do fo. He felt 
dbjeClions to this Eiil, which, to his mind, were infurmount- 
able. What impreflion he fhould be able to make on the 
Houfe, he could not tell. He would endcav^our to do his duty 
with lirmnefs. Firft then he muft fay, he objected to this 
tax, on account of the inquifltorial part of it. Very unplea., 
fant fenfations muft be felt by any man who rc-flc£led that, by 
this Bill, ihould it pafs into a law, an exa£t account of his 
circumftances in life might become the converfation and 
amufement ofthe loungers of a common coffee-houfe, who 
might divert themfclues with difeuffing bow fuch and fuch a 
merchant would cut up. If government fhould not be fa- 
tisHed with the account given in by an executor, an inquifi- 
torial power to examine the whole of his accounts, to open 
his books, to pry into thefecrets of his trade, and to examine 
a4 hjs circumftanccs was to be veiled in government; by 
which means every thing belonging to a man’s concerns 
would be liable to public expofure. This was a great hard- 
and altogether new in this country. There might be 
many circumftances which a man might fairly and prudently 
wifh tp conceal, even from his partner in trade; but by this 
Bin every thing was to be expoled to the public at large. 
This would fubjefl all deferiptions of men, particularly com¬ 
mercial men, to the moft ferious inconveniences. All the 
ohjetftions to which this Bill was liable had not, he believed, 
^et properly entered the minds of the public; when they 
‘ ^ould, he was confident the tax would be a very unpopular 
Jt was a tax on the bounty of man to a well-tried and, 
' apjJrovcd 
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approved friend'or domeftic, and that to- the greai^itnotnrtittf 
fat percent, 'I'hib was intolerable. •'I'here was a'defmpnba 
of.perfons not acknowledged by the law, for which; a man- 
might, very properly, have a tender ^edHon, who wodhl 
feel very feverely the efFedls of this Bill. He meant illegiti¬ 
mate children. By this Bill they were pur upon a'fc^jcizi^ 
with abfolute ftrangers to the parent; fix per cent', was land 
as a duty i^on every thing that a parent fhould leave tnahst£ 
He would put it to their feelings and humanity, whether a 
natural fon was not as much entitled to the bequeft of his father 
without paying a proportionable penalty, as the child born,'^i^ 
wedlock. The Bill llatcd what was to be done by thole^whei. 
{hall take upon them the butdens of executors, a burden 
would bewi:h a vengeance if this Bill paiTecI. None but an" 
attorney would be qualified to be an executor; and no 6n?_ 
{hould venture to become an ejtccutor without an attorney at' 
his elbow. Another oOfervation which he could not helpii 
making, was, that he did not like the mode which had been 
adopted for carrying on this plan for a tax. It had been di¬ 
vided ; the landed property in one Bill, and perfonal property 
into another. He willied them both to come on tosether, 
that the Houfe might fairly fee the extent to which this was 

to be carried. He believed, indeed, that when toe landed 

■ 

property Bill fliould be brought forward, the oppontion.to it 
would be fo great, that the minifter would be compdiej ta 
abandon it. This prefent Bill did not afFeil legitimate chil¬ 
dren; but the fame principle by which they were excluded, 
applied equally to coufins and tmclcs, and .aunts, nephews and 
neices, and other near degrees of relationfitip ; namely, the, 
right of inheriting. Gentlemen who have children, may, 
perhaps fay, ** This will not afRvf my children; I c.ire pot 
for a tax on collateral relations.” This appeared to him to 
be an argument which llicwcd very little attention to the feel¬ 
ings of others; but he begged leave to inform even thefe gen.-", 
tlemcn, that as the fame principle he had proved extended toj, 
other relations, the nextfupply which government inigljt vyanit 
would produce a tax on lineal and dire£l inheritance; 
gentlemen fliould fay, “ I have nobaifarJ children, 1 carewift 
if they be taxed;” he would anfwer them, that the pext {tep- 
in iaxation would be from illegitimate to legitimate. He, 
wifhed that the miiiillcr .had made thi.s meafure genera’, that 
the Houfe might fee to what in reality they were giving thdf 
conlent; indeed, he could not fee upon what principle it hadj 
been limited; except, becaufe it would then have rpet with a 
morp general bppofition. He aflured tight honourable 

geii- 
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gentleman, that if tliis Bill Hiould pafs into a law, it vould 
prove as obnoxious as any tax which had been hitherto laid 
upibn the people ; and be believed, that he would in the end 
find it ncccflary to fubftirute another in its ftead. It was in¬ 
troduced upon the principle that it would be acceptable, inaf- 
much as no perfon then in polTeffion would come under its 
operation. He did not wilh to difpute the payment of taxes ; 
but he thought the prefent generation ought to be taxed as 
well as thofe who come after them: he thought it was but 
juft, that while we laid permanent taxes on our pofierity, we 
ihould pay proportionably ourfelves. There was no doubt 
imany other objeitions to this Bill and he Ihould be glad they 
fhbuld be taken up by gentlemen w'ho fliould fpeak after him 
in debate ^ he hoped alfo, that his objedtions might be en¬ 
larged upon, and enforced by gentlemen of greater ab'lities 
than himfelf. However, as no one could be more thoroughly 
convinced of the dangerous confequenccs of this Bill than 
himfelf, he found himfelf under the necellity of moving, by 
way of amendment, that infleadof‘‘now,” this report fltould 
be taken into confideration “ this day four months.” 

Mr. Rajhkigh feconded the amendment. The expofure of 
property, he faid, which would be necefl'arily confequent upon 
the operation of the Bill, would be in the higbcft degree pre¬ 
judicial to trade. I'he Houle mull know that many traders, 
of the belt chaiadler and the faircll intentions, extended their 
(peculations in trade to double or treble their capital; and {it 
might hurt their credit, that the exa£l ftate of thc-ir property 
(hould be laid open to the world. How many inconveniences 
would arife, he would afk, to fettle the debts and credits of a 
foreign correlpondence? It was fcarocly neceflary for him to 
Hate that they would be endlcfs. The property of many per- 
fons might conlift of cabinets, ofpitftures; &c. which it might 
btthe wifti of the beft intentioned men not to be cxpoled. 
Whereas, if the commiffiouers of the ftamps fliouid think that 
lhe|)roprietors had undervalued this fecret propertv, they had 
x power of inveftigating it. He conftdcrcd that this Bill 
would rntroducc litigation, and on that account alone he 
(kidf he would oppofe if, if he had no other reafon. The 
fotmer ftages of this Bill had pafled in very thin Houfes; if it 
■paiTed through the prefent ftage, be hoped there would be a 
full Houfe on the third reading, and that gentlemen would 
exert thcmfcives to oppofe a Bill fraught with fuch bad con- 
foquences. 

Mr. /Vx faid, that he concurred moft heartily in the amend¬ 
ment of the honourable magillratc, inafmuch as it oppofed the 
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confidcration of this report at prefent; with refpeft to the 
time of putting it off, he differed fomcwhat, for reafons which 
be fliould afterwards ftate. With refpetft to the Bill itfetf, he 
conlidered it as introducing a mode of taxation wholly inap* 
plicablc to the ftate of this country. This was an objedhon 
•which it was inconfiftcnt with the nature of the Bill to obvi¬ 
ate : he was convinced that no claufe or regulation which had 
been introduced, or which it was poffihle to introduce into it, 
could remove it. 'I'his ohjedlion he confidered as co-exiftent 
with the frame and effence of the tax, which it propofed. JH[e 
lamented that he had not attended it in the laft ftage, becaufe 
he might have had an opportunity of confidering iome clauCea 
more particularly, which, as they now ftooJ, he found it im- 
poflible for him tounderftandi he meant, to underftand upon 
what principle they had been adopted. There was one obvi¬ 
ous objedtion, that by this tax, every fpecies of commercial 
properly would be laid 0 ])en. This was morally and abfo- 
lutely impoflible; and it was, therefore, impradlicable, by 
any regulation whatfoever, to obviate the objection to this 
tax; that in order to pay a tax ad valorum^ the value muft be 
afcert^,yied, and the ftate of the commercial property muft be 
known''to the world. A gieat deal of commercial pofteftions 
muft depend upon a balance uf debts and credits, and the na¬ 
ture of thefe debts muft confqeuently be laid open. A man 
might lofc upon one branch and gain upon another j he might 
have a partner in the one cafe, and he might be concerned 
alone in the other, and he might bequeath a legacy to the 
partner who had fuftained this lofs, in which cafe there muft 
be a deduction of fix per cent, out of fuch bequeftl This, 
perhaps, was an injiiftice which was not intended, but ir was 
an evil that was infrparable from the very nature Of the Bill, 
and therefore could not be avoided. He dclired to know, hbw 
it was poffible for a'man to give an acccount ad valorem.^ 
the profits of a trade complicated with a thoufand circum* 
ftanccs? 

Withrefpeft to the mods of putting this a6l in cxecutkiit)* 
there muft in fomc cafes be property of fuch a nature, that-tt 
would notbe puffiblc toafceitain the value bequeathed by the 
teftator? What was to be the conlequence ? They were to 
pay a proportion of the property, annually as it accumulates; 
a man muft therefore lay before the government a ftate of 
his affairs from time to time: he muft lay before government 
the ftatement of more than was left him, and which has been 
increafed by improvement in various ways; this neccffirily 
led him to another obfervation, 'I'he tax went beyond the 

prin- 
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jjrtmriplc 4>f the Billj if, by good fortune, a man (bouldm- 
crtiife the advantages of the buHnefs which had been bequeath¬ 
ed 1(6 him, he mull pay annually a proportion of the inereafed 
advahtagcs. This formed a ftrong objection againft the Billy 
which from the nature of the thing it was impotlible to avoid. 
Thus was a man obliged annually to give an account of his 
book«;r This he again repeated was a misfortune fo infer- 
wnveA In the Bill that it was impolfible to extradt it; that 
when a man was to pay ad valorem^ it was impofTihle to do fo 
without a difclofure of iiis property to the public, and through 
to all mankind. 

With regard to the pradficability of eftimating the value rf 
property under this Bill, fuppofe, tor inftance, a certain capi¬ 
tal be left between (lx perforis, the intcreft of which only was 
to be enjoyed by one at a time. Suppofe it fhould go to the 
uncle in the firlf inftance, the brother in the fecond, the ne¬ 
phew in the third, until the whole capital be made abfolute in 
theftxth perfon infucceffion. How could the claim be made 
on the part of government? If it be laid upon the Capital in 
the firft inftance, it muft reduce the value of the intcreft of 
the Icg.acy to the firft annuitant, while a calculation muft be 
inadcof the lives of the other parties, which could never be 
precifely determined, on account of various accidents. In 
caie of any contingency happening in the fecond or third an¬ 
nuitant after the death of the firft, if reftitution be made to the 
t iirJ or fourth, what reftitution could be made to the firft 
annuitant? or how was any reftitution provided for? 

He next confidered the confequence of making children of 
illegitimate birth fubjedt to the tax, as abiblute ftrangers; 
What cjueflions would not that involve ? He afked whether' 
the Bill gave a power to the commiflioners to inveftigate who 
were legitimate and w'ho were illegitimate? Had they a 
n'g^ro inftitutcafuit with regard to the legality of the child’s 
father, or his grandfatner? Certainly, the legality of the 
grandfather became a queliion as well ns the legiility of the 
faiKeir, by the Bill, bccaufe there was a dift'erence in taxation 
betst^n a remote relation and a pcrfcdl ftranger, in which 
latter view this adl confiiiered an illegitimate child : He would 
afle whether any fuch power had been given ? and if it had, 
whatafeeneof coniullon and intolerable vexation would fuch 
inquiries produce ? The right honourable gentleman had at 
m^nt excepted lineal fucceflion ; if this BdT, however, were 
l^nfented to, there would be Other taxes of the fame kind as ‘ 
this fajought forward. There would be nothing to oppofe 
thehi, bccaufe, admitting the principle of this to be juft, *he 

could 
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cdWI9 iht fee an/go^ reaWirhy ft fhould ildt be'ttttended I 
whet fifi; was thia hot a mere fhift to lev]^ e-^uty on aH 
ipQcies of heqiteathed property ? The principle^ being oittiti 
eftaUtftkedj he begged to know, Whetherf when the ri^t ho*. > 
npUmble gentleman’s neceffittes fhould become g^eater^ there , 
would be any Ihcurity agamft a tax on ditefl legitimate iflUet 

One objedion be felt to be particularly ftrongj vhs. that this 
taxi as far as it operated on propei ty in the funds, wai unjuft^ 
and a breach of a pofuive engagement made by the coUiMry* 
When the debts m the funds were contracted, did not go.» t 
vernment pofitiveiy engage that ^.e poperty &ould not bs 
taxed ^ Was it not expreisly agreed that the proprietor tif*- 
itock ehtght give it, fell it, or bequeath tt to hts pofterity ftfiO 
of all tixes^ This Jltll was undoubtedly then a breach of 
faith} which would fwallow up in time a great proportion of 
the original debt. It might be faid by gentlemen who fup*- ' 
ported the Bill, that the cxtilmg legacy tax was liable to the 
lame ebje&ion. He did npt ikny that it was; but undoubt* 
edly the preient taX would be felt confideiably more, and 
when extended to every fpecies of funded property, it would^ 
as he faid, pay oif a couliderable poicion of its own original 
value. 

Thcreafon why he wiflied that tlje report fhould be dela/ed 
for four weeksi rather than four months was tns before 
the Houfe came to any decdion upon the prefent Bill, he was 
anxious that the other Bill aBFe^ing retl eflates &ould be 
brought under its confideration, many of the fame objcc* 
tions m principle lay to one as to the other; the other, how* 
ever, from p^rfoiiBl intereB, was likely to meet a more vigo* 
rous oppoiition, He wifhed gentlemen fhould have an op.* 
portunity of extending the objedtuns agamft the other Bill to 
the prelent, and that they fhould fall together. He did not 
mean that the two Bills fhould be confulidated into one} ho 
h id no objeflion that they fhould be kept fepirate for th|S 
convenience of the Houfe, but he was dsfirous that the diC« 
culTion on eich fhould be as hear as polll^|b^ and that the 
prefent Bill fhould not pafs out of the Houfk V^l gentlemen 
h-id an opportunity of coufkleiing the cligibils!||>rand ptadiiasw< 
bility of the other. He was convinced that the tvFo BiUs^ 
however refembling in principle, were different m objcifta ^ 
one might pafs with Icfs oppofitton than the landed geptlemeA 
would make to tho other. Mr. Fox next came to that parcel 
the Bill which refpe&s the ^cqelpofl to entailed eftates, whe* 
thqr re:|l Qr perfonal. In tijAt the tax was. to be- calcifai 
latq^ upqn the fifif eftfCS s oi^d he contended th^c this could 90c 
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fae equ^abljr put in prx£i;ice. itnpoffible to tiieA that 

tax by any calculation on tittles. , 1'be computation mull be 
on every individual life, in which many .other conAderationa 
were involved betides the age of the perfun. It, was po^Kble 
getwrally to afcertain on an average the value of lives in ge¬ 
neral from thirty to forty, or from forty to fifty, &c» but in 
the cafe to which he alluded, it would be neceilary to take 
into contideration the intirniity or ill health, in particular titu- 
etions, of each individual proprietor: this he contended would 
form an infurmountable barrier to the proportionate colledbon 
of the tax} for if it were calculated that a man fiiould live a 
certain number of years, and that in fa£l be died much tiwner, 
he would have paid much more than a fair proportion. AU 
tbefe obfervations which he had urged againft the Bill were, 
he faid, fubordinate to that grand and leading oLjeiSlion, that 
to levy the tax ati valorem^ a fyftem of difcotrery muft be 
adopted, which might endanger, more than any other inter¬ 
ference of government^ the very exitiencc of commercial pro¬ 
perly. So ftrong were the obje^ions in his mind, that he mul^ 
oppofe this Bill in fome way; and although he might hi^ve rathpr 
chofen to potipone his oppotition to this Bill at prefen^ until the 
time when the other ihould come undei contideration, yet, as 
he ultimately intended to give it every oppotition in his power, 
he would not at piefentmovc any amendment for only a tem¬ 
porary delay, but fupport that propofed by the honourable ma- 
giftrate, which went to a total rejedtion ^ it; he aiSlcd fo, he 
faid, from a convidhoii of its dangerous tendency, and of the 
folidity of the objedtions which lay to it grounded upon that 
grand defedf, the* pubiicity of private property. 

The Solicliet General (aid, that there was no nccei&ty for 
confohdating the two Bills mto one, nor of delaying one for 
the other, there being no connedtion whatfoever in the mode 


of levying the taxes which they propofed. He begged leave 
hdwever to inform the Houfe, that the other was in prepata- 
ttoh, and would be laid before the Houle loon after the recefs. 

refpedl principle of the Bill, that was already re¬ 

cognized itlriijiir ^atutc book, by the law exitiing lor a tax ot) 
legacies and ctr^rUes. That exitijog tax, he faid, was of the 
iahie nature, and was colledlcd ad valorem^ as well ps the 
Other, The ftatute of the ,a3d and 29th of his prelect Iji^a- 
jclH impofed a duty of %Oi^per cent, on all legacies on fuc- 
ceffion within a certsb) degree of. rc]ationlhip s and ty,hca the 
llpgacies amounted t&40ol. the.tsoi;. wee 40s* tent., Th«f 
^saxextended in all cafes, eTCcj^pitojiyivesydiildren, anflgraod- 

chddren. it applied to the cafe of. jHegitiataoy, ajs well as th^ 

i prcfeiit 
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prdfcntBill; nor (lid any diMculty arife from its execution.' 
All thofe obje(^ionS) therefore, which were ilated to the pre- 
fent Bill, wphed equally to the a6l in force. 

With rclpeiS; to the objeftion on the difficulty of afeertain- 
ing the value oF lives, he allowed that there Teemed to be 
Tome foundation for it, and therefore it was provided by the 
Bill, that the aflelTment ihould be taken as low as poffi^le* 
The tax was to be taken In four different payments^ at dif¬ 
ferent period^, and if the perfun liable to the tax did not tivc 
to the extent of the latter periods, then of courfe the tax 
Would not be collefled : and, in the cafe of quick deatl^^ re* 
prefentatives would be allowed an abatement equivalent to 
the deficiency. 

After obviating many of the other objefllons mad-* againft 
the Bills, the Solicitor General ftated, that inftead of its 
making the duty of an executor more difficult, or making 
it necenary for him to have an attorney at his elbow, as had 
been ftated by an honouiable magiftrate, he begged le^ve tq 
inform the Houfc that the Bill would make duties of the 
executor more defioite, and ch< Ik out a line for him to be 
guided by. This aft would be found alfo to contain feverat 
regulations refpefting fmall legacies, which would be found 
very advantageous. It would be ftrviceable to executors, 
inaimuch as it wcjuld opetate as a proof of the payment of 
legacies, and give^them a confiderablc degree of fecurity j it 
being well known that to ihdrn'urcs of ajiprcnticefhip, when 
othci proof could not be procured, evidmce was procured 
by the books of the Commiflioner> of Stamps. This tax 
Mr. Solicitor obferved, had an advantage over moft others, 
inafmuch as it took nothing from tny property of which a 
man was already m poffeftion, and could only be faid, in a 
trifling degree, to Icflen the value of our e-xpeftannes. It 
had alto another advantage, that as it fell heavier on the mpre 
remote kindred, and hcavieft of all upon ftrangers, it might 
be faid to fall upon thole who had leaft h ipes. After men¬ 
tioning that it was inipollible to except baftards, from the 
difficulty of afcc'itaining the relationfhip, he came next tO 
confider the queftion on the publicity of private property, 
lie faid It was ftrange that this fhould be confidered as tend¬ 
ing to hurt the credit of the fair trader in this country, when 
in other countries it was luppofed to ftrengthen that credit. 
In Jamaica (and he b..’Iicved in all our Weft India iflands), 
the executor was bound to render an account, and an annual 
account too, of his property, and was liable to heavy pe¬ 
nalties for concealing it; and it was cuHous, that in the aft 
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, ^^ich laid the executor unddi* Auiti a twceflit)', it is recited to 
pe for (he exprefs purpofe of raifing the credit of the ifland, 
* to the end ^at it might be known what was the property of 
ti>e teftator, and be forth-coming to the creditor.* He muft 
;thWefore fupport this BUI, becaufe it was lefs objedlionable 
'in its operation than any other tax, and founded upon prin¬ 
ciples already recognized. 

hfr. Grey acknowledged, that it muft be difficult to find 


nevy taxes, more e||pt'i<<lly at this time, when the people 
were giievoufty oppr^i J, and nil additional refources almoft 
ex|>aufted ; but of all taxes, however objedtionable in general, 
lie l^new of nbne more fo than the prei'ent, though the ob- 
hsdions would cotnc with greater force and precifton if the 
-'further confidcration of the Bill were poftponed until the 
other Bill came before the Houfe. 


In regard to what had pafted during the prefent difeuffion, 
he obferved, that the honourable and learned gentleman had 
Bated it to be impoffible to except illegitimate children. He 
thought fo too, and he moreover thought that the Bill Would 
operate fo as to produce confidcrable hardihips upon thofe per- 
fons who, though not illegitimate thcmfelve*', derived their 
exiftcnce from an illegitimate fource, as they would be 
fti angers in blood, and be made liable to incur the whole 


expence. 

He further objeBed to this Bill on the fame giounds with 
thofe in juftification of that ofbis honourable friend (Mr. Fox), 
in regard to the difeovery of private affiirs. The honourable 
and learned grntkman in juftification of that part of the Bill 
had referred the Houfe to the example of Jamaica. What¬ 
ever might be the pohey of Jamaica, it had always been 
contended in that Houfe and in this country, that to oblige 
imy perfon to make a difeovery of his private concerns, would 
he dangerous, if not fatal to the commercial credit ot the 
‘ <:ountry. In the earlier part of his fpeech, the honourable and 
learned gentleman ftated, that it would not be nectflary to 
make this difeovery; a pofition which Mr. Grey thought it 
yvould be difficult for him to make out under the proviilons 
of the Bill. To demonftiate this, he begged the honourable 
i^nd learned gentleman to confider in the lirft place how the 
duty was to be levied ? It was to be levied under the fuper- 
intendance of the Commiffioners of the Stamps by perfons 
appointed by them, who were to tranfmit an account of the 
names of the perfons, and the amount of the property, which 
was < fterwards to be regiftered and kept alphabetically in the 
books, fo that govcrnoicnt might turn to them at any time 
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and immediaidy fee the amount of’any perfpn’s,|>ropcrty. 
However politic it might therefore be in Jamaica, he thought 
it ought to be guarded agaiofi m this country by that HoMfe. 

The next objeiStion was to the maimer in which tue duty 
was to be levied. The honourable and learned gendeman 
had faid that it would he levied m the leafl oppreJEve manner, 
becaufe it would not take from the actual enjoyments of any 
one. He differed from him entirely, becaufe, in thi|f nCOuntry 
of commerce, where large capitals were embarkedj, the fub- 
traiftion of the duty would be a material conflderanbO. If 
two orthiee collateral fucceiHons were to take place afjteVeach 
other in afhort peiiod of time, would not the fubtra<!!!l(on of 
ilx per cent, or at the lowefl calculation two or two and an 
half per cent, upon any capital, make a heavy iinpreffion I 
Certainly it would, and therefore upon that principle he ob> 
je< 3 ed. • 

Some ohjciSlions which his honourable friend fMr. Fox) 
had taUn, he did not think had been latisfacfonly <<nfw(.red. 
One was, that people would be repeatedly fubjedt to a vex¬ 
atious fort of inquiry. The honourable and learned gentle¬ 
man expieflcd himicU furprited at this, and faid lu was un ible 
to dcRne uhat part of the Bill his honourable I icud alluded 
to when he urged that objc£tion. It was in iti r the 

Bill where a tUufe in the eighth page enaiSts, that, n ipc- 
cific legacy is Ie(t in the diierSfion, but the piof's from . i. e 
to time n any concern, that the duty fhall ihen attach up i 
thofe profits. Mr. Gicv faid that he might not pcrf^iMly 
ha\c iinderftuod the cLufe, but he thought the infiance of 
a flnrc in a banking houle, which his honourable friend had 
alluded to, came prtcdcly under thit claufe. If the benefit 
was to be paid out of the fum or fums of money arifing as 
profits from the concern, he afked how it was to be aicei tamed 
or applied but by a peiiodical inquoy into the ftate of the 
firm, or what was tantamount to it, a voluntary declaration 
on the part of the banking-houfe r 

His honoiiiable friend had alfo objctfled to another part of 
the Bill, upon which bi^ objection had not beerftausfaftorily 
anfwtred. i It was that pait of it where pcrions equal in fc- 
lationfhip to the teftator, arc not made equal in the rate of 
duty. He objected hkcwifs to that part of it where the pro¬ 
perty is left as an annuity to different perfons in fuccefiion ; 
becaufe it appeared to him that the duty upon all th legacies 
was to be levied at once, wbich, if taken for fix lives from 
the capital, would reduce itfo much as materially to afieit the 
annuitant, 


Another 
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' Anbther in re«i-d to comingpn^^s Inquired explar 

fNtt^. ;'If^jj(tfronp«jo the Whhl'e taxa| e^ce, from 
ftital’itfiBR.legacr^ of the fucceed]ng.liihefitors,‘fap lindei:- • 
ftacuL;i^t although he had done (b on the arrival of a contiitw. 
geiK^reftitutioti was to be made; yet it did not appear to 
hito't^t any provifion had been made for. reftitution, nor wa$ - 
it jrftogcther juft, finee" the demand would be made upon the 
. fhft aneaitent, whereby the capital would be dimtni/hed, and 
the cplitixig^ncy mijiht arrive after his death. This was the 
moft di&flttlt pare of the Bill for him to comprehend, though 
his general objedtion was to the publication - of propertyj to 
which'the whole of the Bill evidently tended. He did not 
mean list Ay any thing upon the other Bill at prefent, he wifli- 
edyhowever, they could both have come at the fame time 
under confide rat ion. The honourable and learned gentleman 
had faid that they ought to be divided, bccaule the provifions. 

different, though the principle was the fame: he thought 
thm if the principle was the fame, they ought ,to be difeufied. 
together. The fail was, the other Bill was neither more nor 
IcA than a land-tax, levied in a wpn'e mode than the tax is 
vfiutlly levied, and at a time when the land is lefs able to 
bear it. He concurred in opinion with his honourable friend, 
that as there was no ftrilcing difiindHon of principle between 
the immediate heir, and the next perfon, that lupported by 
this tax, a tax upon immediate fuccellion .might foon after 
take place, indeed he fcarcdly faw how it could be objedlcd , 
to. Mr. Grey faid he had ttated his objedtions, perhaps, 
in • a manner not fiiited to the occafion j he fiiould i\everthe- 
left, vote for poftponrng the further confidcration of the Bill, 
that he might judge better of it, when the other Bill came to 
be dilciified. 

The Attorney General was glad to hear the objedlions to 
'ftated, as they afforded an opportunity for explana- 
tiotti’fWhich would be fortunate to the fubjedt in general, 
and C^the executor and adminlftrator in particular. If he 
had b^n afli^ for his advice before the framing of the pref- 
ent'B^j hetoould'have advifed his Majefty’s minifters to 
followup the adts of the 23d and .29th of his prefent Majcfty, 
finbe ^ was neccllary to know the duty of the one and the 
obligation of the other. The difficulty was to determine, 
whether this Bill was a parliamentary foiutiop, or-not, of 
thofe perplexities which had puzzled profeffional men .for 
16 -yeSrs back ? lie thought it was. 

Tbe firft objedHon taken, war, that there was no exception. 
for'Hlegitimate children. i>uch, he faid, had always been tbjir 
■ cafe 
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cafe with fornet- a£ts of p'arlWthttit^ a^^qo^cqived h |u:o-' 
per both upon the principle^ moratitjf< .^od the poli^ of 
l,^{lation. This a£i however, waa jenienV, ,iq cc^jwuait 
with other a£b of parliament^ ftnce the teftator, if bfi, fisUei 
his legatee to be his child, although illegitimate, i$:Would 
enjoy the exception made in favour of the lineal defce^ifrl^it 
was not the cafe as the law now flood. If the te^||ia{edied- 
inteflate, then, indeed, as at prefent, tlie claim of 
mate fuccenion flood for nothing} and, conrequentlyj).tji^ ttbhr. 
jeflion did not appear well founded. , vi 

They who oppofe the prefent Bill, Mr. Attorney Ciidj UUiA?' 
repeal the whole of the laws,, as they now (land, .if ,|h^,iddd' 
not admit it to be an improvement. He had often been put' 
under great difficulty by the inexplicability of former a&Bm - 
If the Executor afked the legatee for a receipt upon the pay^^: 
ment of the legacy, the legatee might refufe, becaufe he was 
to pay a tax, urging, as a plea, that he who was to pay money, 
ought not to give a receipt. The executor might then fey, 
that a receipt {ball be given, or he would refufe to pay the 
legacy, and the general confequcnce was, that on one £.de 
or the other an adlion enfued, upon which it was extremely 
difficult to decide. All this ground of difpute was adjufted by . 
the prefent Bill, which exprelsly declared that a receipt {hall 
be given by the legatee. 

The next queflion to be confldered, as the laws {land, was 
what was a legacy? It had often been contended.that an an¬ 
nuity was not a legacy, that a refidue was not a legacy, that 
a leafe was not a legac}', or that a bequefl compounded of 
many things waSvnot a legacy. Yet by former af^s a duty 

was levied upon t^ refidue of the intcflate’s eflates. ' As the 
laws at prefent floodl he faid there hardly a poiHble cafe 
in which, if any litigation happened, the books and piiifate 
concerns of individu^s might not be examined, and iie. dp- 
fired to inflance the cafe of a bankrupt In particular. A>UOr 
ther circumflance, as the laws at prefent fiood, was, that.i]f 
the teflator, dying teflate, left a relidue of his eltaces to 
no man could fey that it was a legacy, whereas, if he died jiir 
te{late, the cafe was altered. There were difficulties alfp 
other forts and deferiptions. An indeterminable queflioa aC 
prefent was, whether an annuity was a legacy? 'He ws^ of 
opinion, that it was an annual legacy ; and, as fuch, that re^ 
ceipts ought to be required from year to year. The prefent 
Bill fettled this, and was moreover very lenient to the legatee 
at the fame time j it took a duty only for four years, and, if 
the legatee fhould die in that inierim, a reilitUtion was to ba 

made 
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ma^, jpf retnainder. In reply to 0ie'^oh{etYitloni'hpbn‘ 
coUttmef^ uiheriuaccSf a? annu^ities, he r^ttiarlccd’, i|hat if a'Te* 
gic^b* given to A. with the remainder to B. and, after b 1 sF 
deC3K^, the legacy be made abfolute to C. 3rDu muft conf?d^' 
dte^frujftees as legatees, and the duty attaches upon (he capi^ 
tal. Therefore, all pay th«r due proportion, and all fuffer in 
proporj^,p the diminution of the capital in their exaA ratio, 
whi9h jb ,noc the cafe as the laws at prefent ftand, becaufe 
un^Mr tfibm the receipt mud be given in the moft I'cmote 
degtfe,'fif rdationlhip for all, and coniequently every legatee 
endures a greater lofs. 

I^^re were Tome caies of legacies, he admitted, which 
caip^ under no definite defeription; of thik clafs was that left 
to any perfoti for whom the teftator had a regard, but left 
in (he hands of a confidential truftee to be optionally admini-* 
ifered according to the condutSl of the legatee, ouch Turns 
would of courle be fupplied from time to tirtic, and vary in 
their amount^ and therefore the payment of the duty mull be 
bid upon the aflual capital. It applied nt> more neither to 
the profits on a capital in trade, for there alfo it vVas laid 
upon the capital and not upon the profits. It was plain, 
thcrefbie, that the honourable gentleman (Mr. Grey) had 
mU^ken the nature of the Bill. Where the teffator has no 
fiiace in the cafntal, bu^t leaves a legacy in a (hare of the pro* 
ifits, the duty muff depend on the good will of the legatee. 

, fje cnika the attention and confideration of the Houfe to 
the claufes and proviTions of the feveral .n<fls of parliament re¬ 
lating to legacies, which were pailcd in 1780, 1783, and 
1789, which would, he faid, on examination be found to be 
extremely dcfe£iive, yet c\cry one of them permitted the in- 
fppftion of pri\ ate concerns. Suppofiog, however, none of 
th(^ a4b had palled, he declared, he fhould be glad to know 
how^many cafes there were in which an individual was not 
cop^^Ublc by law, to make a full dtfclofure of the efface of 
hiij, i^fiairs. It was true, and the fentiment had been adled 
“fSB it was waved upon the principle of rc- 

to the commercial credit of the country, he knew, 
howpver, of no inftance of fucceflion Where it might n'»t be 
demanded, except where a fingle perfon t?fces the property 
cf the tc/lator. This Bill, on the whole, feemeJ to provide 
for executors, by preponderating againft tenfold inconvc/li- 
encies: ]V(r. Attorney General therefote faid he was pef.^ 
(paded it'would be acceptable t6 tfie country, add be tiioujght 
it had already received fomd tcftimdn') frbifn the pubRe* 
he faw tbe hiantier in which it Was attejhded'that nights 
^ Mu 
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Air, Francis Ciid a iirtgle aflertion taaiift bf the learned 
gei^tfoiQao, aod his candid declaration, ^ ekiftine iasai 
to M^ich he adverted, created great ecnbarrailiaiea^ and graac 
di^reoce of legal opinion, was fuffictent alone to urgd'hnn to 
give a vote for the amendment. If it was true, as Aided, that 
theeici^ng laws were the produ£lion of great legal aotfAH^as, 
what adUrance had the Houfe that the piefent BUI woblw^ctot 
be as objedtionable, and as produiEtive of embarranhutff^" 
thofe tp which the learned gentleman had referred. ,^%e’ 
underftood the honourable and learned member who fpokelaA^ ’ 
legacies left to wives and children, in truft, were liable to bf 
taxed. ■ ‘ ' 

*Tht Atttrnty (r^xrre/explained, and faid, that the honpnra« 
ble member mull have miflaken bis meaning, as fuch was not 
the cafe. 

Mr» W, $mith declared that there was one claufe in the 
Bill which ilruck him, as extremely obje£tIonable. He meant 
the claufe refped^ing the dtfclofure of commercial property, 
a circumftance of iuch material inconvenience, that, if well 
underftood by the public, a very fcrious oppofition would be 
fet up to any fuch nlcailire. The mercantile world were 
totally unaware of the claufe; and that was, he conceived, • 
fubftantial rcafon why time ibould be given that the Bill might 
be fuiEciently and feriouily contidered. The Bill. had come 
out ol the Committee amended, only three days before it was 
printed: fo far, certainly, iii a meafure of fo much confcquencc, 
there was fometbing like precipitancy. He declared himfelf 
by no means an enemy to the general mode of taxation, held 
out by the bill} his oppofition arofe merely from the inoon- 
veiiieiicies that.muft refult from the difclofuie of commercial 
concerns. For inftance, tii cafe of a large commercial houfe 
becoming refiduary legatee to a partner, was it to be levied as 
afTetSy or was it to come into account ? If the latter was the 
cafe, who could afeertain the length of time fuch accounts 
would {land open ? Here the great difficulty arofe: how was 
it poffibie for the commiffioners of {lamps to compej a dif* 
clofurc of the offers, without having recourfe to the debts, 
and to the perfons with whom fuch Houfe tranGifled buflnefs ^ 
Suppofe the remaining partners were to fet a value on the pro-' 
peny themfclvcs, would the commiffioners truft to the valua> 
tion without making further inquiry into the refiduum f He 
' was convinced they would not. They would fay it was in> 

. sjumbent on (hem to examine farther; and, what would be the 
^,r^U i They wPPld appoint an appraifer not only to value the 
. goods, but ^ book debts j he muft have a right to examine 
VoL. 111 . 1796. 3 T into 
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IntoilmiljMHr^lua, end 4 o dUb&vdr fcdle'Ar thtfisd(A^^^^bi^e' 
|jk«l)r^flt> be pftid «r net. Wai not tke ctmfitqueHee' tiMfQ 
? W«« not «vet7 kotife'*«vtdi tnrbom th*f‘ke^tiin k- 
Ikble to the iofpemai of thU ippmfyr i For 
if 4 h»y faid adebt not leorth «tot» than 15$. nrfcidi he fn- 
fiOedwas worth zos« «»afemain the faft, <4eo}d he noCVtMw 
fflih* the betdu and the property of <cbe ^b«or ? This ihas a 
fi!fCBfe|j|«nd weighty objeAton i nr the fifft ihftance, thtf«om- 
tai^ttiaMsrs of ftamps, their appraiicr, and the comm!jSone>*s 
«f land-tax, were all empowet^ to exatnine into' the 
f^ace 6f every coniaverciaL conoeni) with ^ktch fuch houfe 
did bufinefs. Wherever falfe credit might arife from a dif- 
cMure of efrefis, iib far he had no to iueh'difclofure 

hot if a legal power was given to the <per<btts he had mentl- 
OOed, to enter into the private affairs, and examine -{he cOm- 
aietcial concerns of any man, it was hnpofftble to forefee 
where fuch an unjuftiffable abufe would terminate. This wjiM! 
an objeiEtion i/i his mind, of fuch'foriOus wei||ht and magni¬ 
tude, as Ibould induce the Houffe to poftpone the report for 
future eonfideratiqn. '< 


Thi CSranoillor of the Etcehtqutf faid, that after the fubje£l 
'had undergone fo niU a difeuffion, he fhould reft fatisffed with 
(he def<ince that had been made of the meafure by his honour¬ 
able and learned friends, and would only detain the Houfe for 
a few minutes in reply to the honourable gentleman who had 
fpoken laft. To one Angle pointy however, he would pre- 
vloufly advert. In the courfp of the debtite the argumi-mt had 
^heen reptiated, that if the Houfe flinuid agrte to the ta)^ on 
^oUaiierai fucceifion, they would eftablifli (be principle by 
whiefaF a tax might atOUth on dinsft fuedeffion. He muft con- 
d^nd that the principle Was entirely diftitMbt* The prefeht 
tax applied veiy fairly «a->thofe caibs, where the expt^ation 
was remote, or s^re no legal clatm exifted. How little was 
4 his argument, that the prinmple of the prefent Bill, if ad- 
laitied, would attach alfo on diteift lucceffion, eonfiftent with 
the idea thrown opt by gentlemen on the other fide, with re- 
to illegitimate childiam They thought the cafe of 
imate children diflin^ from that of ftrangers, that they 
ftood in a more intimate relation to the teftator, and that it 
was extremely hard, that in the prefent ‘CUfe they (hould come 
under the feme defeription as ftrangers. Yet they all knew, 
•pbatillegirimate children ftood in the cOnfiifudton of (he Ibw 
.»labfolMite ftcangers, and camept an exprefs pfoyifion wmsIntiSe 
Ibr them, were not entitled to claim any Aing. They^^^ 
, nfiediedto cqmplain cf the hardihip in tins inftaiice, neverri^ 

left 
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le(» aSroned, tha( io tlicrpreibiit^tiKafiirB thbi^ tjbaf no 
tion of priociplfi; Croat the cafe of the imniodfatt fucceffioti of 
legitimate children. The hoaooHble gentleiwfia 'Contended) 
that d|ie operation of the Bill, would be attended n^ith mate*^ 
rial inconvenience, ai the diiclo&re of what relateif to pto* 
pertf woidd be put entiidjr at the {daafitre of theeoimoilStjKti* 
era of ftamps. No claufe in the Bdl would produce 
inoonvenience^ In the cafe of refiduary legacies, it aKfliil b* 
the immediate a^ of ^ legatee to nialU application, 
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property, to which he became eventually entitled, for his owta 
accommodation, it d«d not belong to the Bicecutors to take 
any fuch ftep. Tb? pedbns interefted were' only obliged to 
pay in the proportions of the tax to the revenue, as the pro¬ 
perty bequeathed to them became available, if they deilred 
an enquiry fop their own accorOmodation, it was uniair to 
complain of the haadfllips or mconveniencies of the exami¬ 
nation which muft io coiifequcnce be inftituted. The exe¬ 
cutors were not miticled to aik for aby fuch inquiry; the 
commiffioners of (lamps were only empowered to concur in 
it, when it was demanded by the legatee. If, therefore, there 
was any hardlhip, it mull be voluntary; nor was it likely that 
an inquiry would be demanded in thofe cafes, whei e the details 
of the property were complicated, and where the inveiligattoti 
would be attended with inconvenience. So far from tho pre*> 
fent Bill introducing way new principle of inquiry, as the 
law now ftoed, thclattlcprinapie would be found to esdft m 
feveral cafes wfadoh he enumerated. It bad exifted for a long 
feries of years; and to thofe who were beft acquainted with 
its operation he ai^raalcd, whether it was attended with any of 
thofe fatal confoquences to-Cominercial credit, which, it wax 
(fated, would vefult from (heprefentmeafure. He concluded 


with obferving, that if fuSdUnt confideration had not bben 
given to the Bill, at lead amj^e opporcunity had Been allowed 
ior the purpofe} It had been twice committed, and aAer the 
firft commitment it had been pnnted with the amendmeiiti^ 
the only ttifhince in which a fiat bill had been prititeii}- 
fault m this refpeB; could therelore be imputed to thole, -who 

had bro^ht it forward. ' 

Mr, W, &mth expisined. 

The- Chatuelkr *f tbi Bxeht^uer faid, the Clause which re- 
li^fied to appraifers^ did not give them the power bf valuing 
4hbt8, th^t powcT'toole place \a a compoBd^ b^oth the 1^ 

ibxq««r- 

jTa Tho 
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The tbeo divided on the amendment, 

1 ^es - i’6 

Nets - - 46 

mmm 

* Majwity 30 

The amendments madeb^ the Committee to the Bill being 
read a (econd time, were with an amendment to one of them, 
agi^ed to by the Houfe. The Bill was then ordered to be 
engro£fi|d and read a third time on Thurfday next. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 

H^ednefdayj March 23. 

, Marquis of Lanfdown faid, that when be bad formerly 
moved for copies ot the Reports from the ^mmi^ioners of 
Public Accounts and other public office*, be had hoped that 
fame noble lord who had more weight in Houfe than him, 
would have brought them under their lordihip*s confideration 
before that day; that not having been the cafe, he gave notice 
that fome time about the 8th of April, he meant to call their 
attention to that fubjc£t. As none of the King’s ^mimfters 
were in their places, and as he bad no intention to take any 
advantage, hr would merely read to their lordibips the refo- 
lutions he m^'ant to propofe, and put them into the hands of 
the noble lord on the wool-fack, trufting that it he Ihould 
not be able to attend, they might be roovi^ next day. His 
Lordihip read a Bring of refolutions for papers from the dif~ 
tefent public offices to be laid before the Houfe, and after¬ 
wards obfervedthat hehadcalled for fome papersdated up to the 
5th of April, 1796 : his reafon for moving for tbofe papers at 
that time was, that he conceived it would be more convenient 
for the public offices to have them made out during the 
holidays, and he could not poffibly fuppofe that there would be 
any inclination to withhold the papers ; indeed, if there was, 
he Ihould think the finances of the country were in a much 
more confufed and dilaftrous a ftate than he wifhed to find 
them. 

7 he Lord Chancellor faid, that from what he had beard of the 
papers mentioned by the noble Marquis, he did not imagine 
there would be any objedion made to their produdion, and 
fn that cafe he would undertake to move for them the next day, 
and fave the noble Marquif the trouble of attending again for 
itfiat putpofe. In cafe any objedf ion ihould be made to any o( 
tfie motions, he would acquaint the noble Marquis with the 
nature of thofe obje^oos. 


DEBTOR 
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JDBBTOK AKO C& EDITOR SlLt. 

The Eijrl of Mura faid, the'Bill wlSich' tfe Bat} the'Wiour 
to'prefent to the Houfe, to facilitate crewtori in the recovery 
of their juft debts, was founded chiefly Upon fhe principle 
the Bill of I79^4> He had liftened with the utmhft attention 
to all the Arguments, and weighed all the ot^e^ona^ uroed on 
chat tneafure » the refult was, he found that tBe eolV^^ion, 
whidihad long pofleiled hisbreaft, remained ftHl' 

He had not loaded this Bill with any cla'ufes or niWiftiNtS fe- 
lative to imprifoiiment upon mfno procefs, as he ^Mnd it lb 
intricate that he could not reduce it to any rule; he had Bow** 
ever extended the proviHons of the Bill of 1494 in another 
ioftance. By that Bill, creditors could not compel the cefjw 
boTwrum i in this they might oblige their debtors to give up 
thdif property, and, by that means, defeat the intentions ^ 
tfaofe unjuft debtors, who, having property, chofe rather to 
fet their creditors at defiance, and fquandcr it in a prifon. 
In fuch circumftances, much muft depend on the peculiarity 

each particular caft, and large diferetionary power muft 
be vefted in the juftices, who muft exercife (heir difcretion 
as the nature of the cafe iq their judgment directed. By the 
former Bill, the benefits it held out only attached upon per- 
fons in cuftody at a certain time, and were reftric^ed to x 
Certain Cum. It was not his intention to follow that mode in 
this iiiftance, but in Tome pariiculais to enlar|^e the extenfioa 
of the benefits of the Bill as the nature of the cale might re¬ 
quire. Having, pointed out in what thp Bill agreed with, 
and in what if dtfFered from the Bill of 1794, the Earl faid, 
he meant it merely as a Bill of experiment for one or two years, 
juft as their lordftiips in a committee fhould determine, to be 
applied to all perfons hereafter to be in cuftody for debt. For 
the prefent he fiiould move that the Bill be read a firft time, 
which it was accordingly, and ordered to be printed. 

Adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 
■Wednesday, vWJinrli 43. 

Weftminfter Coals, Old Malton Inclofure, and Bfitton- 
makers Bill were read a third time, and pafted. 

LEGACY TAX BILL. 

The third reading of the Legacy Bill, which flood far the 
a4th inftant, was, on the motion of the CbanetUer of tht Ex~ 
che^uirt difebarge'd, and fixed for Monday the 4th of April 
next. 

WASTE 
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« WASTE EANM ItrCtOSUkS^ BlLt. 

SfT Jeitht Sinclair latoved, th^t a felled'committee appoiat^ 

» dfer the provHions of the general Wafte I^ands Inclo- 
bave leave to fit, notwiihrllanding any adjournment of 
tbe Houfe.*^Leave granted, n 


BOUNTY ON IMPOftTBD CORN. 

The H^ufe having refolved itfclf into a committee on the 
new jEor granting a bounty on the Importation of any 
wheat, wheat flour, Indian corn, Indian nieai, or rye, in 
Biitilllihipa, or other Ihips the property of perfons^ any 
hiogdom or ilate in amity with hii Majefiy ftc. 

hlr. moved that the following poits be added to thpfe 

bilfere for importation, vie. Barnflable, Bridgwater, 
Bridport, Cardiff, Cardigan, Caernarvon, Fowey, Newhaven, 
Scarbmough, Shorebam, Weymouth ; and in Seottand, the 
Ports of Borrowftounefs, Glafgow, and the Ports of the Clyde. 
The committee Went through the Bill and the Houfe being 
refutned, the report was ordered to be received for next day. 

Adjourned. 

.. 1 

‘ HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, March 24. 

Couo&l fini/hed their pleadings on the appeal ChriiUe v. Sir 
A. M*Donald, and judgment was given affirniiing the decree 
without hearing counfel for the refpondent, the whole of the 
cafe turning upon the non-compliance with the eatprefs pro- 
viflons of tM flatute refpeding audions, which oii^ins that 
where the ObjeS of fale is intended to be bought ntRice 
fhall be given previous to the fale to the colledors of the duty, 
an4 in cafe of failure offuefa notiee, the full duty muft be paid. 

iTlfe Royal Aflent was given by commiffion to 46 Bills 
that had bwn agreed to by>both Houfes, the commiifioners 
were the Lord Chancellor, the Archbilhop of Canterbury 
and the Duke of Dorfet. 

Thb ChattceSor moved feperately the refolutions given 
in kg'lbe marquisof Lanfdown the preceding day, which were 
all Agreed to. 

* PARBtAR’S DmrpRCS BItl. 


CSd^fel wascaiJed in on Farrar’s Divorce Bill. 

RanAtf yackfan appeared ae counfel for ffanry Fatv4r<,', 

' ' d ill a0[^t but eluant and feeling addrefe, ilated'^t^.:;; 
iai wrongs of his client^ which he laid called upomihpirt ^ 

lordfhips 
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lordfhips iufttce to adminlAer, the on!/ canfotatfcm pioflible 
to adcninmer under fuch cirpumftanca^ l»me!yy tHe 'le^l 
diflblution oF a marriage which had been ib '^regnant waillt 
guilt on the one hand and misfortune on the Other. 

Witneflcs were called to prove the z£t pf adultery. 'Hte 
firft evidence depofed, that Mrs. Farrar had flept ^th Cltp* 
tain Campbell, in llichmond Buildings. ^ 

Mrs. Mary Hall knew Mrs, Fai far feven 7ehi&‘ 

'which time time ihe was vifited by diFerent gentkoihn. 
Some of them flept with her, and others did. not. She'tfneW 
Captain Campbell* who cohabited with Mrs. Farrar, 'lidi'd 
who was alfo vifited by MeFrs Littleton, Ballet, &c. 8cc. ^c. 

The a£t of adultery being proved, the Bill was read *A 
fecond time. 

Adjourned till Monday fe’nnight. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 

ThOrsday, March 24. 

A new writ was ordered for thelliireof Forfar, vice David 
Scott, £lq. who bad accepted the odice of fleward of the 
three Chiltcrn Hundreds. 

The Earl of Exeter’s Eftate, the Earl of Weftmoreland's 
Effate, Scarborough Freeport, Rock Salt, American Inter* 
courfe, Marfton Inclofurq, and Covent Garden Church, BUb 
were read a third time, and pafTui* 

CALOON CANAL BILL. 

» 

Ltrd Gower Sutberldnd having moved thaft this Bill W 
read a third time. 

Lord Ardtn rofe, and obje^ed Frongly to the further pro* 
gre& of the Bill on the ground that it intrenched in a great 
degree on private property. His lordfhtp obferved, that a 
turnpike road had been recently made, at conhderable ex« 
pence, to the town of Leek in StaFurdfhire, for the accompu 
dation of the inhabitants, and that if the Bdl palled into a law, 
the perfons who had been at the expence*of making the ><He1 « 
would totally loie the ptoprty which they had vefted U) 
concern; and that moreover, the coals which were at prefehC 
brought by that road from the collieries of Mr. Holliday, 
at Dillhorn, would be totally excluded from that markdi ;} 
to the advantages of which they were, by their fUMUtion, 
culiaHy entitled, and other coals, brought fvom a difmC 
market, out of their natural channel j fo that the property^ 
Mr. Holliday would be injured in a very material degree. 

Mr. 
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Ryder fupported the BHI^ Vpati the ground tbite 
-dbe *reSuYMr, which it was intended to make, was eflhntiaiiy 
iKSM^t^y th fupphf not merely the new canal, which was the 
objet^or the Bill, but theexifting Trent and 
^tV' Canal, which carried on the trade between the ports Of 
uverpool and Hull, and which could not fuffice for the in<- 
treafing'tsomttierce of the country, without an additional 
fupplv of water. 

Sir R, Stttion replied to Mr. Ryder. He inllftcd, that the 
objed a refervoir, of two miles in extent, covering the im> 
meofe ipace of 200 acres of land, muft neceflarily be to mo> 
tiopolize all the water, and confequently all the trade of the 
county; and to prevent the completion of other fehemes, 
which were known to be in contemplation, for ferving a con- 
^derablepart of the county, which was at prefent deprived of 
<he benent of water-carriage, and which, if the prefent Bill 
jpaSed into a laW, would be for ever deprived of it. Sir 
Kichard fui ther obferved, that if this plan were carried int^o 
execution, thofe fprings, which fupplied the river Trent with 
water in dry feafons, would be diverted into another channel; 
that one pait of the water which now Sowed into the Trent 
would be earned into the Merfey, and the other part would be 
returned into the Trent, below that point, at which the pro¬ 
perty of the Earls of Uxbridge and ‘Moira terminated, and 
confequently that the intermediate navigation w'ould be ma¬ 
terially injured, by being robbed its natural fupply. For 
thofe and other reafons, which Sir Richard detailed at large, 
i he gave his decided vote aeainfl the Bill. 

Mr. Montague fpoke mortly in favour 'of the Bill, and 
'went* over nearly the fame grounds which Mr. Ryder had 
trodden before. He remarked, that Sir Richard Sutton had 
clearly miflakcn the cafe; that no water would be taken 
' frnm the Trent, and no injury lo private property be fuf- 
tained. 

Sir R. Sutton rofe to explain. He briefly repeated his 
former ftatement, and infifted upon the truth of every poiition 
ho had advanced. He remarked, that it was evidently the ob- 
'Jed of the Trent and Merfey Company, who were the pro- 
’ moters of die Bill, to monopolize the whole trade of the 
county, and totally to exclude that competition which was 
eflentuUy neceflary to the welfare and piofperity of the 
fcountty. 

,r Sir ff^UiamPulteney Rated his general principle of fupportr 
canal Bills; he declared that in the tnftance before the 
Houfe, it bad been Rated to him that the objs& of the Bill 
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> wB^iwt what U pnrfisfled, biir that' ttt teal objid'wat'i^ getra. 
-feTfryoir n^e in fMeh afitiaaj^onas migM tendcf : Uitepiwble 
tq,.carry it into elocution; another canal vid>ich :Was M qofiu 
tetn^atioiL and laid to be of great cwilet}uei>ce to tbe-oom* 
Bierce qf the country, and parfieulariy of the great, manufaq;* 
tqry of ftone-ware, which at prefentcouldnot bc .b<lottght to 
London without a land carriage to the place wbeae it fWftSi put 
Qn board for London and other place!:. That the janpeii^iice 
of that manufadory might be judged of by a 
confidently alTerted, that the lofs by breakage iron).the .kit^ 
carriage amounted to 20,0001. per ennumy that, if one half Of 
the water of the refervoir were to be sdlowed to.-tl^t caj^t, 
he was afiured, the intended canal would pay one hall.oi 
the expence of making it; therefore, tho’ he wifhed to favoufr' 
canals in general, he could not approve of any plan for mono¬ 
poly, to the prejudice of generd commerce, and therefor^ 
wimed to know how far the information he had received wa$ 
correi^, bec^ufe his vote upon the queftton would depend 
upon the aiifwer——no anfwer was given, which Sir 
William faid, induced him to conilder his information as true, 
and he fliould vote accordingly.* 

The Houfe divided ; when there appeared, 

for the Bill,) - 51 

AVr, - - ^>3 


■ Majority y 12 

The Bill is therefore loft for the prefent. 

REPORT FROM CORN COMMITTEE. 

Mr. Rider reported fronti the lele£l; committee who were 
appointed to take into conftderation the prefent high price of 
corn, that the committee had further confidered the matters 
to them referred, and had come to feveral refolutions. which 
they had direifted him to report, eight refoliitions were then 
read and ordered to be printed. 

They were as follows, viz. 

I Refolved, , 

' That it is expedient that magiftrates ihouli, in times of fcardtjr juid high 

* Sir William Palteney’s qoelKon could have been fatasfaOnrlly 
iinceit is aknawnfaift^ that the Bill lb far frm havisg a fe^arate ob}e£l;^a ViefMTf 
befidesthe obtaining an additional fupply onmter, viz. the'difiippointing tho 
covntry of another ufefuU canal thot had been projededy had no other view thaO'lKf' 
provide a refervoiry there being in truth a great de£ciency of water for thp Ghibt 
T>ruiik,Ganal'l as an ittdifpocable prOof that this is thbfhdl» the lefenrotr ln‘ ^oeC* 
tion had been pro^dled more two years^ wheseas the othef 'canal imta 
cbottghcoftili about a twelvemonth ago. 

Vhtift 111. 1796. 3 u ^ 
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of have power to make certain rcgulatJOftt tda^th’C to the manufadlure 
and foie of certain forts of meal and breads which they do not now by Lw pof* 
fc6. ' ■ . 

.Thaty whenever the Average price of middling britini wheat fhall be abc^ca ■ 
certain fum? magiftrates at their general quarter feffions, or at any fcfiions to be 
fpccially appointed for that purpo'C, Ihall be empowered, within thir rtfrcftive 
jurifdidtions, lO prohibit, for a limited time, nhe reparation at the mill of 
jnOTcthanfivepoundsof bran to every fixty po-.mds of wheetj and alfo, to pro¬ 
hibit the falc of any wheaten meal from which a greater proportion of bran ihall 
have been feparated* 

That no miller Ihould l*c prevented from making fine floor for the confunin- 

tipn of any pci foas who xefide within the diflrlfts wlicre the ufe of tine flour is not 

* 

prohibited, fo far making fuch flour, for the <.onfumption of fuch pei fons, bath 
been the ufual courfe cf his trade* 

That majiftratesbe alfo empowed to prohib't, within their rcfpcfllvp jurlf- 
di^ior.s, for a limitca time, the making for lalc any otlier bread, made of wh^-at 
m-al alone, than fuch as fftal! b; ma Jc of the whole meal, deducting only at the 
ratcof hve pounds of bran oi.t of fixty pounds of wheat. 

That maglflratei be empowered, wirhin tlu-ir tefpef^ivc jujjfdiftions to pro- 
hilit, for a lUnitc'i tirne, the makirj oi any hi cad tor falc, except fuch is fhall 
be made 0 ^ the whole n.eal '*1 Co above defribed, or of fuch mix- 

of wl*o\:oine farinaceous food, and in fuch pioportion, as they fhall 
appo nt. 

That, y'x the parpofe of Carrying the laft rcfolution into effect, tnaglf- 
ftratcr ho in»io\vcred to oMIgt* the millers within their refpcC'tlve juiifdiftions, 
fora limited time, to grind and drefs, if required, and, if conUtent with the 
po';;c; 5 and meclmil'm of the r nrlls, fuch forts of grain as /hall be nceellary fur 
:**.i»cii’.g the laid approved inixtares. 

' Th.^t mat-iflratt'v fliall not make any of the piohibltions before mentioned 
^iihuut fuihuent public notice. 

Thit within the city of London, and the liberties thereof, tho com¬ 
pany of the Ba/cerd of iir fa;d city, and in any orticr cuunty, city, divifion, 
diwbrift, or pince, any baker or maker of bread lor falc, miller or 

/ntalman, m-iy, within the refprftivc jurifdidlion to wluch he or they do bc- 
or whcicin he or they d-a t'xrrcne their trade, occupation, or myftciy, 
an opportunity of oftc;ing to fi’ch julUccs as afoicfuid, all fuch ob- 
iet>ion.s as inch company of or fuch bakers or makers of bread for fair, or 
lirh millersor nie,ii:n:a, msyhr-c, aiid think fit to ofler, againfl any fuch pro- 
' hlhition nr regulation as aioitfiid, at the time wiitn inch julticcr, as 
aforefaid fhaU have undci ccnf:d^*;ac.uD fir ordering any fu».h prohibition or 
'' TCgilatlon* 


COLONEL 
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COLONEX CAWTHORNE. 

General Smith gave notice, that he would, after the recefs,. 
make a motion for an addrcfs to his Majefly, to have laid be* 
fore the Houfe a Copy of the proceedings on the court martial 
of Colonel Cawthorne. 

DOC TAX. 

Mr. Dent moved, that the order of the day for the Hoiife 
to relolve itfelf into a committee to confider of the pefitlon of 
the county of Leicefter for laying a tax on do^s, be reads' 
which being done, he moved “that the faid committee bft' 
poftponed to fomeopen day after the recefs.” He remarked^ 
that the opinion of fuch a tax being necefiary was uni*’ 
verfal: and the reafbns of a right honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Pitt) for not agreeing to the tax, were nearly, done away.' 
Poftponed to the 5th of April. 

SLAVE TRADE. 

Mr. Wilherforce gave notice, that it was intention, fooa. 
after the adjournment, to bring forward a motion on the fub- 
je6l of the African 11 ive trade, as preparatory to which he 
moved, “ That accounts be laid before the Houfe, of the 
number of Ihips cleared out for Africa fincc the year 17S8, 
from the ports of London, Briftol, Liverpool, and Lancaiier, 
which wa.s agreed ro. 

‘Mr. Dent wilhed that the honourable gentleman would 
intimate to the Houfe the natureof his intended motion, unlefs 
he had any particular motive for concealing it. 

Mr. JP'ilherfcree faid, he would gladly have given that in- 
formatu n, if he had thought himfelf at hberty fotodo. Be¬ 
ing call d upon, he tnought it right to declare, that he had 
rcafons for wiftiirg not to difclofe the nature of his motion. 
As it related, however, to African flaves, it was impoflible, 
but that gentlemen who had lo long dicufled that fubje£l, 
would be ready and competent to its inveftigation. 

Mr. £>^77/obferved, that as the queftion of the flave trade 
had been decided this fcflion, it could not be brought forward 
again. 'I'he motion therefore mutt have feme eftential vari¬ 
ance from that fubjetft, of which he could not but think the 
Houfe Ihnuld be apprized. 

Mr. iVilherforce ftill profefled himfelf unable to comply 
with the honourable gentleman’s defire; in anfwer, however, 
to what had fallen from him, he wifbed to remark that it was 
not alone to the Have trade certain gentlemen confined their 
impofiiion. ' 11 extended alfo to evety roeafurc which had in 

view 
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view the civilization of Africa, or the fuppreffion of the many 
evils which its wretched inhabitants endured. The regula- 
iation of the Have trade, the eftabiiftment of the Sierra I/epna 
Company were oppofed with as much heat and perfeverance as 
the abolition of the Have trade itfelf. 

Adjourned to Monday the 4th of April. 
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BILL 


INTITULED 

An Aft for repealing certain Duties on Legacies and 
Shares of Perfonal Eftates, and for granting other 
Duties thereon, in certain Cafes. 

Moll Gracious SOVEREIGN, 

W hereas it is expedient that the duties Impofed by di- 
vers afts of the twentieth, twenty-third ^ and twenty- 
ninth years of your Majefty’s reign, on every ikin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or fheet or piece of paper, upon which any 
receipt, or other difeharge for any legacy left by any will or other 
teftamentaty inflrument, or for any lhare or part of a perfonal 
cliate, divided by force of the ftatute of diftribulion, or the 
cuftom of any province or place, fhould be ingrolTed, printed, or 
written, Ihould be repealed, as to fucli receipts or difeharges for 
which new duties iliall be granted by this ; and that new duties 
Ihould be granted in lieu of the duties fo repealed ; and that the 
provilions mhde by the faid feveral ads for collefting the duties 
thereby impofed, (hould be further enforced, as to the duties 
which (hall not be repealed by this ad. 

Wc your Majefty^s moll dutiful and loyal fuhjeds, the Com¬ 
mons of Great Britain in Parliament affcmbled, as well for the 
purpofes aforefald, as towards railing the neceffary fupplies to de- 
fray your*Majtlly*s public cxpcnces, and making fuch permanent 
addition to the public revenue as fhall be adequate to the. increafed 
charge occalioned by any Loan made by virtue of any ad or nds 
tor that purpofe paffed, or to be paflTed in this felfion of parlia¬ 
ment, have freely and voluntarily refolved to grant unto your 
Majelly the duties hereinafter mentioned. 

And do moft humbly befccch your MAJESTY, 

That it may be cnaded ; and be it cnaded by the King’s Moft 
Excellent Majclly, by and with the advice and confent of the 
lords fpiritual and temporal, and commons, in the prefent parlia¬ 
ment affcmbled, and by the authority of the fame, that the 
fcvcrnl duties by the faid feveral a6tb impofed on all receipts and 
difeharges for legacies given by any will or other teftjmentary 
inllruinent, and for fliarts or parts of refidue or pcrfmal ellate 
upon which any n^wdury lhall be impofed by this ael, lhal!, from 

and 
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ktid after the pafling of this ceafe^ determine, and be no longer 

paid or payable $ and fo much of the faid feveral a£ls as relate to 
fuch duties fo repealed^ aod the payment hereof, Ih^ be, and the 
'fame are hereby alfo repealed« 

s ^ Artd be it further enacted. That upon every legacy, fpecific or 
pecuniary, or of py other defoription, of the amount or value of 
twenty pounds oV more, given by any will or teftamentary iuftru- 
' ment of any perfott who ftall die after the pafling of this aft, out 
of the peribnal eftate of the peifon fo dying, and alfo up')n the 
clear refiduc, and upon every part of the dear refiduc of the per- 
ibnal eftate of every perfon who lhall fo die, whether teftate or 
inteftate, and leave pcrfonal eftate of the clear value of one bun* 
dredpoundBorupward6,afierdeduding debt^, funeral expences, and 
other charges, and fpecific which ihall remain pecuniary legacies, if 
any, whether the title to fuch refiduc,*or and any pan thereof, fhall 
accrue by virtue of any teftamentary difpofition, or upon intcftacy, 
there fhall be raifed, levied, culle&ed, and paid unto and for the 
ufe of his Majefty, his heirs, and fucceftors, the feveral duties, 
after the rates and in manner following ; (that is to fay) where 
any fuch legacy, or any reftdue or part of refidue of any fuch 
perfonal eftate, fhall be given or (hall pufs to or for the benefit of 
a brother or filler of the deceafed, or any defeendant of a bro¬ 
ther or -fifter of the deceafed, there lhaii be charged a duty of 
two pounds for every one hundred pounds of the value of any 
IhcH legacy, or refidue or part of reftJue, and f> after the 
iamerate for anV greater or IcA fum ; where any fuch legacy, or 
any refidue or part of refidue of any fuch perfunal eftate, ihall be 
given or fhall pafs to or for the benefit of a b other or fifter of a 
father or mother of the deceafed, or any defeendant of a bro¬ 
ther or filler of a father or mother of the deceafed, there lha!l be 
charged three pounds far every one hnndred pounds of the 
value of fuch legacy, or refidue or part of rcfilue, and fo 
after the fame rate for any greater nr Icfi* fum ; and where any 
fuch legacy, or any refidue or part of rcfiduc of any fuch 
perfonal eftate lliall be given or fliall pafs to or for tlic bene- 
,nt of the brother or filler of a grandrather or grandmother of the 
deceafed, or any defeendant of a brother or fitter of a grandf.thcr 
or grandmother of the deceafed, there fiiall be charged a ^uty uf 
four pounds for every one hundred pounds of the value of fuch 
legacy, or refiduc or part of refidue, and fo ufer the fame rate 
for any gieater or lefs fum ; and where any fuch legacy, or refi¬ 
duc or part uf refiduc for any fuch perfunal eftate, flidll bs given 
or (hall pafiv to or for the benefit of any perfon in any other degree 
of Ci‘41atcral confangainity to the deceafed than is herein-before 
deferibed, or any ftranger in blood to the deceafed, there ftiaiy be 
charged a duty of fix pounds for every one hundred pounds of the 
'^alue of fuch legacy, or refiduc or part of refidue, and fo after 
the fame rate for any greater or lef&fum : provided always, that 
QOlhing herein contaiusd ihall extend to charge with any duty any 

legacy. 
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legacy, or any refidue or part of refiduc, of any perfonal eftat^v 
which (hall be given or (hall pafs to or for the beaefit of the haf- 
baod or wife of the deceafed. ! ‘ 

And be it further enaAed, That the (aid duties (hail be under 
the care, management, and dtre<flion of the cammiffioners for the 
time being appointed to manage the duties on Aatnped 
parchment, and paper; who, or the major part of them, are bere^ 
by empowered and required to employ the neceffary officers undei* 
thrm for that purpofe, and to caufe fjiir new ftampv^tDbe pro¬ 
vided to denote the feveral rates of duty hereby itnpoled ; that is 
to fay, one (lamp to denote the rate of 2I. per cent, one other foimp 
to denote the rate of 3I. per cent, one other (lamp to denote the 
rate of 4L per cent, and one other (lamp to denote the rate of 6L 
per cent, and the fame to alter or renew whenever it fliall be requi- 
fite, and to do all things nccelTary for carrying this aft into execu¬ 
tion, according to the lulfs, methods, and dirc^ions herein con¬ 
tained, in as full and ample a manner as they, or the major part 
of them, are authorized and empowered to put in execution any 
law concerning ftamped vellum, parchment, or paper. 

And be it further enailrd, i'hat the faid commilfioners (fiall, by 
writing under their hands and f als, or the hands and (eak of the 
major part of them, appoint pioper prrfons in the feveral counties, 
(hires, itewartries, ridings, and divifunis inC-eat Britain, asocca- 
fion (hall require, for, collecting and receiving the duties hereby 
impofed, and to keep proper accounts thereof, to be tranfmitced 
to the head office of the (;iid commiflionrrs; and upon payment 
of any fuch duty, if paid at the head office of the (aid comniif- 
fioners the faid commiflioners fliall caufe the fame to be duly en¬ 
tered in their bookstand to be fet down ibemn to the account of 
the perfonal eilate in rcfpc^l whereof the faid duty (hall be paid, 
and ihall make like entries in iheir books, upon trarifmidion of 
the proper accounts for that purpolf from the feveral officers to 
be appointed by the faid commilfioners in the diifereut counties, 
(hires, llcwaitriei, ridings, and divifions aforclaid, to whom they 
(hall from time to time give proper orders for fuch purpofe; and the 
accounts of fuch payments (ball be kept, with ptoper references, in 
alphabetical order, according to the fwroameof the tcli3tor,tefiatrix, 
orlntcllate, in refpeil of whi/fe perfonal ejlaie Inch payments ihall 
have been made rcfpcclivtly, fu that it may at all limes appear 
upon the books of the faid c minilTioncrs, what payments have 
been made in refpeft of the perfonal citate of any tcilator, teftatrix^ 
or intedate. 

And, in order that all perfons may be enabled to take receipts 
and difeharges on the payment or iitisfadtion of any legacy, or 
' rtfidue of any perfonal eftate, or any part thereof, accoiding to 
the diredlions preferibed by this aft: be it furtherenafted, that it 
(hail be lawful for the faid commiffioners of damp duties, from 
time 10 time, to provide fufficient quantities of paper adapted for 
fuch receipts or difeharges as'afordoid, and to caoi'e to be printed 

thereon 



6 


A BILL FOB AMENDING CERTAlK DUTIES Oft 


tliefeon the form of words in the fchedule hereunto annexed; and 
it iball alfo be lawful for any of his Majefty’s fubjeiSts, requiring 
iudi lecdpts or difeharges, to caufe the fame to be duly filled up 
names, and date, according to the provifions befure- 
and alfo upon any vellum or parchment, or upon any 
Oto^. paper not provided by the fatd commilfioners, to ufe the like 
l^rtQ v^henever there fhall be cccallon. 

•'’And be it farther enafted. That the duties hereby impofed flial-, 
|a all cafes in which it is not hereby oihenvife provided, be ac¬ 
counted for, anfwcrcd, and paid, by the perfon or perfons having or 
taking the burthen.of the execution of thcAvlU or otlicr teftamen- 
taiy inftrument,or the adminiflrationoftheperfonaleflateof any per¬ 
fon dece^'df upon retainer for bis, her, or their own benefit, or for 
the benefit, of any other perfon or perfons, of any legacy, or any 
part of any legacy, or for the refidue of any pcrfonal eftate, or any 
port of fuch refidue, which he, flie, or they flial! be entitled fo to 
retain, eitber in bis, her, or their own riglit, or in the right or for 
the benefit of any other perfon or perfons ; and alfo upon deli¬ 
very, payment, ot other fatisfactlon or difeharge whatfoever, of 
any legacy, or any part of any legacy, or of the refidue of'any 
perfonal efiate, or any part of fuch refidue to which any other 

{ >erfbn or perfons /liall be entitled ; and in cafe any perfon or ptr^ 
bns having or taking the burthen of fuch execution or admini- 
ftration as aforcfiiid, ihall retain for his, her, or rheir own benefit, 
or for the benefit of any other perfon or perfons, any legacy, or 
any part of any legacy, or the refidue of any perfonal ellate, or 
^any part of fuch refidue, which fuch perfnn or perfons (hall be 
entitled fo to retain, either in his, her, or their own right, or in 
the right or for Uie benefit of any other perfon or perfons, and 
upon which any duty (hall be chargeable by virtue of this a<^t, not 
having firft paid fuch duty, or (hall deliver, pay, or otherwife how- 
foever fatibfy or difcbargc any legacy, or any part of any legacy, 
or the refidue of £iny perfonaP ellatc, or any pait thereof, to which 
any other perfon or perfjna (hall be entitled, and upon which any 
duty (hall be chargeable by virtue of this arl, having received or 
deduSed the diry lo chaigcablc, then and in every of fuch cafes, 
the duty which fliall be c!uv and payable upon every fuch legacy, 
and p-ift of legacy and refidue, and part of refidue refpeftivcly, 
and which (hail not have feen duly paid and fatisfiecl to his Ma- 
jefty, his heirs, and fucceffors, according to the provifions of this 
aft, (hall be a debt of fuch perfon or perfons having or taking the 
burthen of fuch execution or admimilration as aforefaid, .to his 
Majejly, his heiri., and fuccefl'ors; and in cafe any fuch perfon or 
^■eving or taking the burthen of fuch execution oi ad¬ 
it iiv «.forefaid, fitall deliver, pay, or otherwife hnwfoever 
viir. Iiarge any fucJi legacy or refidue, or any part of any 
fdc^ h t; r refidue, to or for the benefit of any perioii or 'per- 
ions thereto, without having received or deduftrd the 


pel Tons 
miiiliit 
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duty chargeable thereon , (iuch duty/not haviog been firft dniy pm 
to Ins Majeily, his heirSf or racceiFor^, actordittjg to the pit>vi£Q^ - 
hereio contained) then and in every fuch cafe fuch duty'ftkatl be 
a debt to his Majelly, his heirs, and fucceflbrs, hoth’pftm peVfon 
or perfons who fliall make fuch delivery, payment, fattafa^on, 
or difeharge, and of the perfon or perfons to whom the iameihau 
be made. / 

And be it further enafted. That any gnft by any will or 
meutary inflrument of any perfon dying after the paiGngof .i^b 
a£f, which ihall, by virtue of fuch will or teftamentary in&umcni^ 
have cfFcd, or be iatisfied out of the perfondl cllatc of fuch perfoii 
fo dying, or out of any perfonal eftate which fuch perfon (halt 
have power to 'difpofe of as he or (he (hall chink fit, ihall be 
deemed and takentobe a legacy within the intent and meaning of 
this aft, whether the fame ihall be given byway of annuity or any 
other form, and whether the fame ihall be charged only on fnch 
perfonal eftate, or charged alfo on real eHateof the teftator or tef- 
tatrix who ihall give the fame; except fo far as the fame Ihall be 
paid or facis^ed out of fuch real eftate, in a due execution of the 
will or teftanicntary inftrnment by which the fame ihall be given ; 
and every gift which {hall have effeft as a donation mortis taufiip 
Ihall alfo be dtemtd a legacy, within the intent and meaning of 
this acK ^ ' 


And be it further enafted, That the value of any legacy givn 
by way of annuity, whether p-'yable annually or otherwife, for 
any life or lives, or for years determinable on any life or lives, or 
for years or other period of lime, Ihall be calculated, and the duty 
chargeable thereon ihall be charged, according to the table in the; 
fchedule hereunto annexed; and the duty chargeable on fuch annuity 
ihall be paid by four equal payments^ the firft of which payments of 
duty Ih^l be made before or on completing the payment of the fitll 
year’s annuity, and the three others of fuch payments of duty 
ftiall be made in like manner fuccciTxvcly, before or on completing 
the refpeftive payments of the three fucceeding years annuity rc‘.^ 
fpeftively; and the value of any fuch annuity, if dctermittable! 
upon any contingency bcfides the death of any perfon or perlbn?, 
ihall be calculated without regard to fuch contingency : provided 
always, that if any fuch annuity ihall determine by the death of 
any perfon, before four years payment of fuch annuity (hall be^ 
come {due and payable, ^en and in fuch cafe the duiy ihall.be 
payable in proportion only to fo many of the payments of the istid*' 
annuity as aftually accrued and became due and payable; and'iii 
cafe any fuch annuity Ihall at any time determine upon any othfrt 
contingency than the death of any perfon or perfons, then and"" 
in fuch cafe, not ot^ly all payments of duty whitm would otherwlie^ 
become due after the happening of fuch contingency, if any fuch 
would become due, ihall ceafe; but it ihall be lawful for the per- 
fon or perfons who Ihall have paid any duties which ihall have pre** 
vioufly become due, to apply for and obtain a return of fo much 

of 
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of tke duty fp pajdj as will reduce the fame to the like duty 
would have been payable by fucli ^rfpn, or perfons for fuch an¬ 
nuity, Calculated according to the term for which t|ic fame ihall 
h&vt endured i which abatement the faid commlffioners for xna* 
na^^ment of the ftanm duties fliall fettle and determine according 
axothe tables in the (chedulc hereunto annexed, audlhallcatile the 
amount* of fuch batemenc to be paid to the perfon or peribns en« 
titled to the faine, out of any monies in their hands arlfing from 
the duties impofed by this aA. 

Aud b? i: further enafted. That the value of any legacy given 
by way of annuity for any life or lives, or for years determinable 
on any life o^r lives, or for years or other period rf time, and 
charged on and made payable opt of any other legacy or legacies, 
ihall be calculated^ and the duty fhall be charged thereon, ]n the 
fame manner as hereinbefore direfted rvith rclpcft to other an¬ 
nuities; and the duty on the legacy charged with fuch annuity, 
if any duty IhaJl be payable for fuch legacy, jhall be calculated on 
the value of fuch h gacy, afer dediifting tht;, value if fuch annu¬ 
ity; and '.be duty bn fuch annuity fhali be paid by the perfon or 
perfons ei.ei'led to the legacy cr legacies charged with fuch a;i- 
iruity, by four equal paymen's, in the fame manner as the fame 
wnald be payable according lo the 'provilions herein-btfjre con- 
taiaiN^ if*fuch annu’ty haa been a direff gift to the annuitaut, 
and fobjeA to the like p>ovifo in cafe fuch annuity (hall determine 
iKfote fpur years payment fhdl become due; and the payment 
which fhall be made for fuch duty, (hall be retained by the per- 
fon or perfons paying the finie, out of the four lirft years pay¬ 
ments of fuch annuity, if fo many ihall become due, or out of 
fo many pf fuch payments as fliall become due, by equal portions. 
- And be it fu.ther enafted, Xhat the duty payable upon any 
legacy given by dlreftlon to purchafe with any ptrfonal eftate of 
the teftator or tcllatrlx, or any part thereof, an annuity of a certain 
amount for the life or lives of any perfon or perfons, or any fuch 
other term, fhall be calculated upon the fum neceffary tp purchafe 
aiMattilyaccordiugtotbetabIesbcfoiementioned,and ihall bcdedndlcd 
frdin fuch fum, and paid as in the cafe of other pecuniai*y Irgacies ; 
an^ the perfnn pr perfon paying or latUf>ing fuch legacy, and the 
perloh oi*" perfons for whole b nefii the fame fh^dl be paid or fatis- 
£ed, fhall DC dlfchargcd, by payment of luch duty fo calculated as 
aforei4id, from all other demands in refpeft of the duty payable 
onTuch legacy; apd the annuity to be purphafed for the benefit 
of the peifoH or pcrfbn ,3 entitled to the beneht of fuch legacy, IhaJl 
be. reducedJn woportion io the amount of the duty payable 
tbereon as aforcSid, fuch reduction id be calculated in the fame 
manner as the duty fo pwble is hcreinrbrfbre direfkd to be cal- 
c vtlflft pd; an<i the purebate of fuch reduce4aonuity> together with 
djU^ymentof Aich duty, (hall fatitfy anddifchaigc fuch leg^i^ 
B^lly as. if an annui ty had been put chafed equal in asoount to 

annuity fo dixefted to be purchafed. 

• And 
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And be it further e»ftfl:ed. That if an./ benefit ftiall be f^ven 
by any v. ill or leftamentary inftrument, in fach term' that the 
Hinoum or \a>ueof fuch benefit can onljr be albertained from tiowc 
to time, by the artud! application for that purpofc of the fund 
allotted foi fiich purpofe, or made chargeable thecewithj or tf the 
amount or valor of any benefit given by any will of te^unentary 
infirument, cannot, by reafon of the form and manner of the |^k 
be fo afcrrtained that the duty can be charged thereon nnder 
iihrrof the diietltonii herein contained; then and in every 
cafe, fuch diiiy ihall be char;rcd upon the feveral Tams of monQr 
or rffefls which (hall be applied from time to time for the pur« 
pujfes duelled by fuch will or tefiamentary mfirnment, a« fepa> 
rate and dillinfl le^taoes or bequefts, and (hall be paid oat of 
the fund applicable for fuch purpoies, or charged with anfwering 
the f.im». 

And bf* it further enabled. That the duty payable on a legacy 
or rcfidui, or part of refid ue, of any perfonal efiate, given to or 
fii the benefit of, or lo that the fame (hall be enjoyed by 
faent perion> in facc'‘ilion, who (hall be chargeable with the du> 
tic hereby impofrd at one and tlie fame rate, (hall be charged 
It non and paid oat of the legacy or refidue, or pait of refidne fo 
as in the cafe of a legacy to one perfon ; and whm% any 
Kt; uy or i>.fidue, or part of refinue, fhall be givefi to Oribf tho 
bcnifit of, or fo that the fame (hall be enjoyed by different peiffboa 
in (uccefiion, fomeor one of whom (hall bechaigeable 09 
duty, ui (onie of whom (hall be chargeable with different ratea 
ot duty, lo that one rate of duty cannot be immediately charged 
tneieon, all perfom> who under or in confequerce of any fuch be> 
qtufi Hull be entitled for life only, or any other temporary in¬ 
is rcJl, Ih ill be chargeable with the duty in xefpeft of fnch b«- 
quell in the fame manner as if the annual produce theretff had 
been giien by way of annuity; and fuch perions relpedtiveljr (hall 
hs. fo chaigesble with fucb doty, and pay the fame when and as 
they fli ill rcipccJlivcIy become entitled to and becin to receive (och 
p o'duce; and where any other pattial mterefi mall be given* or 
hill ari<e out of fuch pioperty fo to be enjoyed in fuccelGOd* 
the duty on fuch partial interefi fiiall be charged and paid in the 
I PC marner as the duty is hercin-before direCled to be charged 
rid paid in like cafes of partial lOtercfis, charged on any property 
viven, ntheiwife than to diffeient perfons in fuctaJSion ; and ak 
and cveiy p^rfoa and perions who mall become abftiltttely eatided 
to any fuch l^acy or refidue, or part of re(idne, fo to be 
joyed in fuccriuon, (hall when and as fuch peidbo of perfons re- 
fpeftivcly (hall receive the (amci or enjoy the ben^ thereof^ boi 
chargeable with and pay the duty fur the fame, nf part therek> 

(f as (hail be fvi received^ tx of whith the benefit be fo eu- 
P>) cd, in the fame mannd^ u If the fame had dome to (beb petfoit 
or peifous immediately on tbe death of the pearfob by whom fuch 
property fiMll have b^n given to be fo ei^oyed* 6r fuch maniHit 
that the fapH (haU be enjoyed la fucCeSion. 

b And 



A BItt FOR AMENDING CERTAIN ^tftlES ON 


", i 


•i _•' >■ 


,/LiJ^ be it,fardi(?r e:p«^ any le- 

^ In: Ut^^^npnn. ’^om 

.JEb'%?^cbar|,«bt|'5rS"a»a.,the & :lK,,dcaj^d 

«svt p^'4,|<b)f tho Wrlon Or j^erforis having' or taking' t& bar&n 
. he: tlio will or tnlUfftejitary Jn^aq^ under 

'• .>ii;ick t^' .title'jiltMi^ fliall 'arife, pr.o'tb^’feds- 

,,bti,uon oraUcbarjge of ,€V€^^ any part pt. fnclt legacy, 

or ^art of, residue, IP any tnijdee pr' trui^l, or otlier pcr- 
vw pctfons f^ne (hall bisjiayahfc or paid in trpft 

©V*S5sjr.the hcnrifiVi^.i&perfons fo eniit^d |b^tb *“ fuccef^'j 
'■^'i 'it,ihe :(ame^.ft^,*hot be fp paid or jht|i‘cl^, to apy 
;tir‘udc; or fucih duty flwU be Asdi^ied, aj^ paid 

out oftbe c^t^pf the property fo tjiVen, upon r^ipti Wariy 
of ibe peribns fo eniitlrd in fucermon of any produce of Fuch 
x^phal, or parr thereof, according to the amount of the ca- 
, pilal of which fpeh produce fhaU. be fo recejeed; and where the 
duty cb'ifgeablp, open ang^.'^'^ bequeft for benefit of or to 
be enjoyed by dsffisr^n.t per|pna in fucCclBofl^ foallbe chargeahie 
a t diferent ratCa, fo that tWilwne cannot be p^d it fine and the 
bpt jpit qi^ bc paid ip fuccediop as ai^cFaid^ 

ifck,Ifo^cafc, aliJ|iid cveiy,tDe.,p!^f9ft an,d,p.emp KA^hg or 
burtbod of the executi^' qf of tc 

i];| . which (oeb bcquclt! ^'p.’bc dootnined, lhall i:^ 
.,i^AT^i|ble with foch duties in fneo^moh, io .the fame manner as 
.^foch'perfoiu would be chargeable .W^h theb'ke dutlrs ia caf^pi 
immediate beq«eil 4 „ unlcfs the property bequeathed (hall havt-lfedu 
/ paid or oihcfwifo'fatisjied to of ipifed in any truftees-or tramie 
as afurefaid, in which cafe fucb^1buAeet or trufiee, or his, her, 
Mtar, tltcir reprefenta ivcs, ihdi be chargeable with the duties for 
,apd .ifiL relpcd; of f»«h uro^ftt foVefted ib him, her, or them re- 
, .^pjCctively, io fuch and the wipe diann^r as if he, fhe, or they, 
f^had.iiad or taken tla burthen of t%.,tfxecufion of the wilfor 
^ J^j^Maestary inlburnentj by which, fofh'hequeft jfhall have been 
tmd in like manner, where an'y partial Itwereft (hali te 
or (hall afife put of any property fo to be cnjoyled in 
■ r^cefiion, and (pch partial jnfCr'cjSt ihafl be fa^slled or paid by 
^jtbojestfou "oif p^rfpB* fo ciybying^ fuch property, fuch pesf n or 

iidtargcabk wuh the dutici for and in refp fl of 
,IffiEh Ihalj. retam and pay the fame accordi/^giy, 

*^4«lt»ch»d.tbe'rafS® manner-as if 1 k^. lhe,^pr they bad had or 
j ^'^ei>,^,thV. bqrt,h(^^,e| the exfcuiion of ihg^e^ill or teftaroentary 

wSiph filch fMriial ititcr'eft (hkO ba^e been created ; 
,^and 'icatea,' the perfon of Jfotfojas 'fo chargeable, wiili 

' .duty,|M^^^e.bi 9 rs the l^qiy^a.Mjsd^j' WA heirs' apd fbe- 

pH'tuaeui,, af< hereby-i^adp 

Pro- 


.V «* t > 
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Provided alyraya^ and l(e it furllicr-en^ed, THat no dnty ftvall 
pfiid on any afticlts. cjf fAate; furnltiitt^ oi' otlicr things, not 
uicomc, gn« 




faitit chjoyv-, _ ^., _ 

syliiift tkt &ime,ThAll be ftf enjoyed or 

l^eHbns not having any power of feijin]^ or fo 

a»'1t1> co6tfert the fame Into'm or ntlter. 
income'; but if the.farhe fhall be aauallyi^i^’^^ifpbfe^ 
Aiitlc^*'inc lo aiiy';perfon or perfons having'po^i^r to 
pofe thereof, or bavihg^an abfolbte,iotcr^ft thtircMi/th^^ 
each and every the falHfifc dutyAWjibe chafr^aUfe^ i 

p^a tbereoHj. a^'ilf had.been brj^^y giv^ :fbfo|iitely* 

and wjiih fuirpdiyCTto tell of difpofe tberertj^ artd ihall be eharge,- 
abfe upon and paid by Ae'prrfon ot perfonV few whofe benefit the 
fame ftall be fold, 6r who lhall Kave power to fell or dlfpofe 
thereof, or'an ablblme inlercft therein, Md lhall become the debt 
of fuoh perfon or perf ?ns; but /h|ll wot be a charge cSsi any per- 
fon or perfons^iy realqn ofdr'their having ted to 
fnch bequeft, as tlic perfori or perlbpVbating'ottaking tlu bur¬ 
then of the execdtlon qf the will of teftatnehtity inftfulheiit by 
v.lnch,.fucii bequeltlhaUhave been inade. / 

and/^ It fui^het ^hat 'tvhefte any 

kggly, or aiiy rradu^’ of of teiidue, fliadl be fo 
will or teftamentary' that dififefent 

come entitled ihcretd in fweteffion, thi duty fcall 
thereon as gWevi to be enjoyed in fucceflion, whether the^pc^{^ 
of'peTfons entitled thereto ^1! take the fame under or by virtue 
of luch will or teftamettta:^' ihdrument, and the difpofidons there¬ 
in Contained^ or in dcf^t^lt difpoGtions, and as entitle 

by inteftacy. •*(' - 

And be it fuhW enaOed, that Whefe any legacy, orrefiduc, 
or part of refid'ue, fhall be giy^n tO or for the benefit of any'per-^ 
Ton or perfonb in joint tenancy, fome or bile of whom ihall be 
chargeable with any duty, hereby impofed, and fontc brohe of 
whom Iball not be fo -tWi-geable, the perfon of period* Charge¬ 
able with 'duty fhall pay tujch.cluty in proportion to the 
of fuch perfon i>r perfans I'efpcftiwely in ftich bequeft ; antf if '^y 
perfon or pcrliais ^chargeable with duty, ztA entitled in jotnt 
tenancy as a,forcfaid, lhall b?K:6me endded by fafvivorfiiip, or 
by leverancc Of the joint tenancy, to any ifttcreft in 'tSlc 

property bequeathed, thin i);iatliT refoeft of whichtuch dlity Ihill 
have been paid, ^eh^ and in futheare,.all"i^c^ry fueb^pWifo^ 
or perLns fo becixrftjngentilleu by furvlvpr^ip,’or by fev^ittCe, 
lhall be chargect with tfie fame duty a* if 
fuch joint tenant br jrdpt tenauts IhaR fo' l^d 

been Oriein^lyW df benbnt of dit ptr* 

■ _Aud bejt’Turth«ri*^^<^j 

'I due or' part of fefidue^’ Ih'aH fobje^dOai^y cbntingitiS^’' 
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wWch may defeat fuch jgift» an4 whereupon the fame may go to 
fonie other perfon or peirfonB, fuch bfewft (hh^fs charffcablc as 

or pel. 

. ^ conangcncy, aM fdch.itoty 

ihaU be paid otft 0 f the cSpTtal of fuch lega^, or rclidueor pzuf jof 
refidue, jwtwitJi^Jidiag the fame may, spon fuch contingency, 
gio to fomc p^mfl i^t ejiiugoable wttii thejame duty, oiM*iiih ainy 
, 3 u.tyj tmd iffucfa.contincency ftiall after,wirds happen, and the 
aii^l|iirty fo bii-queathed wall thereupon go ih fuch manner that 
life fam®, if jhken ihiWj^diately after the th" teilator or 

tcWUret, under, thc tkidt title would haveheeu ,<r5argeabie with.a 
higher rate of duty tMh.lhe duty fo paid, the pcriOtt pr perfbns be¬ 
coming entitled idiereto, Siall be charged witli and ftiall pay the 
difterencs betweirh the duty fo paid, and ivch higher , rate of 
duty.' ■ ' • 

. And be it further enhfled, that where any legacy, or the refi- 
due drany part of tbs reildpe, of any perfonal rftaic, ftiall be fub- 
jeCied to any pOwet of appointment to or for the bciicfit of any 
perfoij or perfons fpccially named or defcribsd. as dbjcflt of fuch 
power, fdch prbpertjr, lhall be charged with duty as|>ropc-j {y.given 
to difterent pfrfom in foccefiioa i and in. fo chargmg fwen,du< 
npt dnl'^ thcperfpa and perfons wbo 'foall take prcwpdds (,r uihjca 
of appointment, but alilb an^ perfon andptrfons wti,\ 
ihall til'.s under or in default of any fucnh,ppointa)ent, whvn and 
tliCy ihall to take refpeC^ively, fljall, in rcfptft of their ftverr} 
itttcrefl":, whether previous, or fubjedl to, or under, or in default 
of foeb appointment, be charged with the fame duty, ai.u in the 
fame manner, as ifthe fame intere^ had been given ti.- him, her. 
Of them rel^rtivcly, in and by tlSi will dr tcltamcnUrv d fooh- 
lion contain'ng fnch power, in the ^iroe order and rourfo ofViic- 
ceflion as lhalt take place tind^ and by virtue of fuch power of 
appointment, or in default of e'xccutiun thereof, as the cafe may 
happen to be; and'where any property fhall be given for any 
limited iptereft, and a general and apfplute power of appointmcBt 
aHb be given to any perfon dr perfons to whom the property 
wwd not belong in default of fuch appointment, futh propeity 
upon the execution of fuch power, ihafi be charged with the lame 
d«ty, and in the fanfo manner, as if the fame property had been 
immediately fo fhe perfon, oif perfons having and executing 
fttch^powe^,'a®fi^ allowing any duty before paid in refpeft th+erepf; 
aUd'^here ai^,■property mail be given with atiy^ch gc.oeral power 
o^appoitrtment; property in de^li appointment will 

betehg' fo the pej^'df peifo.M to wbomTueft" power ftiall alfo be 
grvfla;' foch^isiperty ftiall be charged al^'ihall pay the duty 
by this-aft in the fame ai if foch property had 

bee.i given toltiSh: perfon eft pwfptte abNadt^ir intheftrft inlluncc, 
without Htch potret .of appouttfodit. ^ . 

And 
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And be it fu^feer ftxi»^ed, sSii iym pfmowy pr peifonal 


giten-as tri be*'cnj.)yei5 W,fnccef- 

fioo, and th(b each pierfon entitfed 

duty fof the f^me in the fame roianer as, if the famebeen 
dirtS^ed to 'be aptdi^' in- the. p,urchsfe.6f i^unJe|*t iifee 

fame lhall have been iftHaify applied ,in tj&e^arcjiaic*)? 

•before ftlch dtfty ao^rtied';' but .no'^dmy J,^ali accrue* 
thereof, after thehave Wna«ft^l,|y applied m.,th«ij 
chafe of real eff&teji;''ifer fo much therf ^f have beewf^, 

ydied ; Providedi/niverthdefs, that in before the faxnew 
fomc parr thereof Ihafl be afiually fo .applied, ;^y,perfon or per- 
funs fliaU become entitled to an eilate ,f thherttahee in poiTcJStwi 
in the real eftatc to be purchafed therewith, or with lo moch 
thereof as (hall not have been appl^ inihe pnrcha&j of fiCaJe^e, 
the fame duty'which 6ught to .be^illiby ‘ftiph.perftnt or pcrfotn, 
if abfolutcly entitled thereto’sfa 'pet^wnal ;elHte by yirtue any 
bequeft thereof as'foch* ihall be charged, fpeb perfm or per- 
fons, and raifed ahd'paid out of lliic fund reipaTnl'ng to be applied 
in fiichpurchafe. ;: ' ' , ' it v^^ ’ '- 

And beit 'ihirther enaAed, iihat ellate,i^/f> a^isf Vjt, app^q^e 
bylaw in liiemrhc'mjfeier ’aippffQhal ellatcs^'tH^I be 

the dunes, hrrcbyimp'sfed as petfonal 

Providevl aUvM,y, BH'd ts^'k further eii;rScd, that if an'y'dir-ec- 
tion fhali be glvtpj' by any will or teftjmentary inftrumcnt, fur 
paymfnt of the dilty chargeable npon any legacy ur. bcqu^ out 
of fome other fund, fo U'lat f^h^ legacy or bequeft may pafs to 
the perfon or perfons to Ahc^'bt for whole eoeftrthe fame Hiall 
be given, free of duty, no Ihall be chargeable upon the 
money to be applied for tbe'payjncht of fuch duty, notwithlland- 
ing the fame may be deemedi legacy, to orfar ure be^&^i,of.Uie 
perfon or perfims wild Wxuldotherw'ife pay fuch dutj'-. 

And be it further' eha^ed* that in, cafes of fpeci^,ck-k^cjea, 
and Where the refidue bf".hn^' perfohal eftate fball epuM pf 
perty'which Iftall- nOt be rilduccd into money, it Avail be law^^^ 
the perfon of perfons hayfiig /or taking the j^unheq of the adnii- 
itiftration of fuch cfieAs, or the perfon or peifoha hy whom,the 
duty thereon ought to be paid'i to fet a value thqrcoq, .and.jfli| 5 isr 
to pay the duty.according to'futi’h value or r^sairc the 
miflioners for management of the ft^mp dotiw, to appoiof^^j.-- 
fon to fet fuch vUlhe, at the expence of the jpe^jToh or ,perloqja it^ 
whom fuch duty ouj^t tb be paid; ao.d it IhaA be kwfuhfor! 
commilSoners to atccjt 'ihe duty offered to, be paii^ji^pon tbq'va* 
lue let by the perfdrt tSr bfitfoh's having or takin g^fe .aAtninj^a. ’ 
tiofi of fueh«ffq&, fpy. ib^lTOC.Aall. be 

payable, without fuW’^l^aifghteht.; if.the comrmffioqef* 
lhail think fit fo to do; -bbt if Uie' fald' conimillidners nvuU not be 
■« . -fa.^ 
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vvUh the , value ftiaii be fo 

W'^hiH be; the fiii 3cwTsmyffi9«icts,, 

offer,,Iff i^wot, s, perf 5 ?n^'iip.pTai& fudrhlef^a, 
the V^ue b«. whic>i f 

nut|knikrs fh -ll aJ35j{^,. jhB ^uty |)^ab1e in rcfpefl;.tnCTe}f,^arKi. 4 iT 7 . 
quire ,tile /aRie .kp bejpalU ; but, if the pejrifoiJ or nerfons by wbpin 
iuch duty,iijaJI Jb^^Sjbble, ib»5W9t^s;^U*irte,d;W(tb'iho'Wlu^ 
at»on.n»!^de under ,j^e,jWiUofIty of coipmidiosed, und 

pajyilff duty Accordingly,/ rt fliall be kwfid' for'rucb,'p«rW ,dr 
catiTc the yiduMton (6 made unfedbA^urhoTity of the 
f^%^;jmp}iiiioacrs,^,t0,,^;fevie by the iners of tlw 

/for dti* Wide ^ ^ jpSieB jvbe»e fttbh' 

eflTwSis fhail be>, at wa^r.next tneeiiTig, after the fatd obmmini.«oet's 
fonmpagAtxicut af;i^ ftanip ffoticK liiai! have afft fled and,required 
payjnctit of fpeh duty as afbrefaid, if fourteen days ih»U have 
ebapfed betwepa /ucU time and the mceti,ng of the faid cotnmif- 
ffoncrs.of land,tay> .and if ebt,. then at the next fucceedmk' meet- 

• __> 1*4 _ i/r. __. r. . - tt 


wuc i^uu, ktyk Auan .tuu Uia}\ y^ii.Liksy uij 

appoint a,perfon.;to j^praifc fuch effeds* and % a.y^laq fterton, 
aqd,,|l)»Il and may jvs.vi; and detwmii^e fueh nppeiL’ia tl|l Tanif 

fike/t^owU' 

yaluaimn tn^de under the authority 
ijb^ ffadtp duties iu the cafe lail mentioned, fh'nl riot be duly ap^ 
pealed from within the time aforefaid, or ihall bc aflirmed upoq 
appe^, the dnty be paid aafc^ing to iuc'i valuation ; and if 
any vaiiation ihall be pude on fudk^ppea], the duty fhail be paid 
aepording to ftich variation i,.aod' if,die duty tnT-*lItd in manner 
afeu'efaid,. fhali exceed thc.dutji,.offered tP uud r-fufed by the faid 
9 mntnii 2 ionef 8 of damp duties,,.the ^jicncc of fuch uppraifenicnt 
and other {itoceedings in afTeSug fuch datj', flull be byrnc by tjie 
peifpn or perfons by whom fuch duty fh^l be payable ; )^nd if any 
d|^ce ihall arife between any perfop„pf perihns entitled to any 
Jl^j-Iegacy, or rcfidue,.or pan of refiduc, and an^ perf*n Or 
j^r^ns having or taking the boriben of ihe admtnilbatioh of 
fuch ciTefls, witti.tefpccl to the value thereof, oi 'with refpeft to 
tke,d«ly,.,to .be paid thereon, ibc,d**^y aflefled by the fiiid 

cp}nH)iffio»erf^f ^t»p. duties on itfsieace'io them by either parry 
fpr'^t ptfr^fe} pftd if tbe. yaluc of. any property on which fuch 
qitty.ought to ^.gaiy.,fhall be in djfpute^die, ^ commiffioners of 


t!|^!, fta,mp dWes,: m4fcaufe an3ppraift,penf made thereof, 
it ifW»exp^^ji^the.,perfon or penpys by wd»pm fuch duty ought 

* ‘ ' » < VA'• • 1 _ ’i '-i?. liVjf/'iev'' .1 _!_ 





■ fuch v4d?‘*ff*i#''Pr. 


?-eS'* • * *tT 

?ifdf uvide utmn 
. %h 



tSCACIES, AMD SHARES OF PBR'SOlrXi 8*TATESi &e. Xf 

• ^ 

filch valuation ^ fejid coini»ifli(»«rs Ifeoip duties, the 
ikaie ihall be i^^ievveii!'^’d'finAUy cife- 

of th^ layid-^, apba appeal fo the time, 

under the teftriaiohs, and **» the li»ahhex'"Ji'ereioih^ di» 

reoesd in other cafes; bpt if fijdi vafuatioe;pf''.a^(^Si&eut^JtU 
n6f%fe drtly appealed from tri^in the time pnr- 

tidfe, or Ihall be affirmt>d upbn appeal, the ^ty ihalf'be phtd Adf 
cordln'jf Acretd; and if any variation fiimM W made ■' ' 

itieh, appeal, thh dqiiy feall be paid according to i^di Vi 
and In cafe the.effi^'Whereoft any fudh'doty ftiail: hO' , , 
fhaU he at the d^Bhee of ten miles frdnt 'XoBdon’, tbe!n,'i^^' 
roch «afir', it W,laWfnl to make t!^' li^ Vpplicitibn to faidl 

period as ihktt be deputed for diat purpble by «ie Siidiommif- 
nonere.to in their head, in fuob cafes, srithin the eonnty or 
didfiA in which fuch tfiefts fhall be} and fiich per^ fb deputed 
ihall afl: in fuch cafes, in all refpoas^ in’’i^e fatne Vhanner as the 
uid commiflioners ire hereby, aithiotii^d to aft, fnbg^ ni^mthe- 
iefs to the iuiiriFftions and tohwoulof'ftic faM comrmffioneri. 

And be it farther finafted, that were anf legacy, ot pat$ bf any 
legacy^ or refiduCa Or part of rdidue;'whereon aiiy dUtyftall hte 
eha^j^te by this aft, iha^ be ffdisfied otlerwife' ihaw by piiy- 
mern of rtioja^dr appHc^tieh effitfti 

or tliall be r^eafifd rof’ cpiffid^tion, or compounded 
the amount or fralue ' then, and La fuch cafefflf' 

fliall be charged and paid ini refpeft of fnch legacy, oV .ijart’ of 
legacy, or refedue, or part of relidue, according to the- amoVht 
or value cf the property titlmn in fatisfailiou tnereof, or as the 
cbiihderation for releafe or CompdlSi^h for the fame : 

provided always, that if aiiy^^pcy or btqueft ihall be'made m 
latiifaftion of any other lVga^»i,or be^ueil, or title to any refiduif, 
nr part of refiAue, of any'‘itisVfijWsd eftate remaining ttiipa^, 
the duty {hall not be pdd'ish' bnihfttbjcfts, although bo^ may 
be clurgeable with duty, but ihall be paid onthe'fubjeft yielding 
the largefi duty. , ' 

And be it further enaftedi that if any perfon or ptrffdns 
or taking the burthen ofthe ditecutiou of the vdll'or odieV 
mentary inftfument, or the'iuiminiftration of thy perfonal 
of any perfon dcccalcd, or ahy other perfon, bir peifons hereby 
made chargeable with duty,fii^l declare Inmfelf, herfclfiorthemi 
felvVs ready and'willing, Bh| fliall accordingly dffitf 'to pay 
ptCbfiiary legacy, or r^due, or part of r^due, '<Jednftiag thV 
duty payable thelfebn, oHhall in like manneir pSfer to dtaiyesf br 
gtherwife difpofe of ddy^i^cific legacy, ^cifie {*ei|>eiVyj 

part or any refiduid df,artv'pVHbnal ellafe,' to or benefit of 




tor lach petioa m ot rtie^ nmy pay^te i: 

refpeft ther«f;''aod ^V%m5fbi« dV'eerIbBS eHffefcd *o fuch legae 
' or rehduci or'pan (if 'iV f he tmiftee or trufteCs for iitiSI 

{jlrfoo or perfoQs, ihall refufo to accept inch offer, and to give,* 

proper 


'* 



,1 .. ' 

^ A Am^DiatG CEKTAIK.DITTIES OW 

■” *• ^ . ■ -■. 

S ser i^tnk and difchargei" tor-tai3> refidue, 6r fa 

l^'il^fiofi as'&^'’be -oiJrertd or aiiwr- 

'.ijii^ crf'ajlllfewfaid* th't‘tii-’aitd'ffffi^'^ no 

las^^ ifalny fuit jlhil! btf a]^wkvds‘i^&i- 
-^'^ 'facb le^tiy or cfefts,.refpo5llngwKich fitch ofTor fhaUlave 
,’lwen *i'ai&,.tt%aMi»ftIavrfhl fort^^ cbiirt in which fucft'fuff fiitfl 

• all colls, chntgire,, a»d cxpences' attcaijttjg 
\'^c to be ^'aid%y-'ii1ie perfon feci^oins ■wnb lhall h’hve-rc- 
to foch ofet, and to give or ^oin'in luth releafetbr 

d^K&trgc,’ or to order fetch coft*, chafgcsi atul inijtences, to be d*- 
didioW tuid'tbtaliiifcd ^ut Of fetch legacy of efieifts'i itogethcr with (fee 
dtrtyjpa^jriihle iWfife&'ifaid court IHafl i** } and in csfc 

atny feiii 4ihfe'be-mfeitoted for payment of any legacy, or rcfiduc, 
or part of refidoei of any pcrfonal cftate, and the per&m or pcrfons 
fuedfear thefecme flia'Il be defirous of flaying proceedingr’in fetch 
^<(11 payment -of the imtity due, 6r delivering, or otheiwlfe 
‘dfifpdfing of'ite ^ecific efib^ demEnded» after dcdafllnjr or rc- 

daty payable thereon; it fliali bclsLwful for tourt 
fqch fiiit ihall be inftit^rtcd*if itflisH fee fit, on applies- 
‘ticw4'in. a fotiTtriary wa^, to make fuch order far payment of .fuch 
at part of rcfidni?, for dduVermg or oUier'. 

-^^pofibg' iafIbripaymetti it^jtbe'ddt^pay- 
Itreon, an^'^f’fuch cofts, chains, add cicj^ce.s attending 
. ^t ^&s£haH be juft* ; 

, it further cnafted, that if atiy ftt!t lhall be inflituted eon* 

. the admtniilratioh of the perfonal eftale of any perfon 

"dj^g'teftate or inprftate, or any part of fuch cftate in which any 
'\aire®on lhall Be'^Ven touching'il^ paj^ment of any legacies or 
offuch perfon, or tlic rdid^e of his or her perfonal cftarc, 
^^' j^nypArt thereof, the court iuch fuit fball be infti- 

'^ro^mairih giving ^dire^iblaa’icoj^^bfnlnj; the ft me, provide fur 
Ate payment'of the dutietfbct'ifeby and in taking 

;‘';Eby aecocut of any perfonal eftat^^ arotbevwife afling concerti- 
ittg fame, fuch ediirt fhatl fhat no allowance Ih^tl be 

refpeft of any legacy, orpartw legacy, or of any refidue, 

■V-' 


--- J O-*-■. -Q . 

of reftdtse,' or part of refidSb, in any manner whaifoevei, 
, _ „ . M due proof Of the payment ttf^e duties hereby impofed* 
'^/ovided alii'aySji ^d: be it further enat^ed, that any perfon or 
having or Wktu the burA^ of exeention of any will 
oif|6tiKer the admirfiftraion of the 

offra of ^ypet^^ may frhm rime to, time 

,1^Kyl’;d<diVer,'o;t of airyteg^y, or any part of 

Bial^ df^tribation' of dF:the.r^fidue of any 

"" frdni rimd to'prbpor- 

ti#5 of the hereby impofed, in feQieft ^ fu 
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« * 

fon deceafed^ nor any truftee or traile0B« or other perfon or per- 
fons hereby directed and required to accouat lor any duty^ {hah,» 
from and after the pailing of this a£t, delirtrp or otherwife, 
diQ>ore of, or in any manner fatisfy, diicbarge, compound for, 
any legacy whatfoever, or any part thereof, or the refidue of 
any perfodal elUte, or any part thereof in reipe£i Whereof any 
duty IS hereby impdfed, without making a receipt or diichaige ia 
writing for the fame, exprefling the date of fiich receipt or 
charge, and the names .of the teftator, teftatrix, or intefta^tCf 
whofe will or ceftamentary difpofition, or upon whofe inteAmq^ 
the title to fuch legacy or part of legacy, or to fuch refidoep or 
part of refidue, ihall accrue, and of the perfpn or perfons to whom 
iiich receipt or difeharge fliall be given, and of the perfon or per*- 
fons CO whotnfuch legacy or reiidue, or part of relidue, /hall have 
been given, or fliall have belonged inconfequenceof inteflacy, and 
and the amount or value of the legacy or part of legacy, or refiduO 
or part of refidue, for which fuch receipt or difeharge fliall be 
given, and alfo the amount and rate of the duty payable and al* 
lowed thereon; and that no written receipt or diicharge for any 
legacy or part of any legacy, or for the refidue of any personal 
citate, or any part of luch refidue, in refpe£k whereof any duty 
is hereby impofed, Ihall be received iu evidence, or be avail¬ 
able inany manner whatever, unlefs the fame fliall be ftamped# 
as required by this a6l; and no evidence whatfoever fltall be 
given of any payment, fatisfaAion, or difeharge whatfoever, 
or of any releafe or compofition of fuch legacy, or any part 
thereof, or of fuch refidue, or any part thereof, without pro¬ 
ducing fuch receipt or difeharge, didy ftamped as aforefaid, unlefs 
the aflual payment of the duty hereby impofed, ihall firft be given 
in evidence; provided always, that a copy of the entry, in the 
books of thecommillloners of the ftamps, of the payment of fuch 
duty, ihall be admitted as evidence thereof: provided alio, that 
payment of any annuity fliall not be deemed a payment for which 
fuch ftamped receipt fliall be required, under the dire&ions 
of this a£l, except the feveral payments which Ihall compleat the 
payments for each of the firft four years during which fuch an¬ 
nuity fliall be payable; and in like manner any payment in re- 
fpefkofany legacy or bequeit, hereby direifted to be charged with 
the duty in the fame manner as annuities are hereby made 
chargeable with duty, ihall not be deemed a payment for .which 
fuch ftamped receipt fliall be required, except the ieveral pay¬ 
ments which fliall compleat the payments for each of the firft four 
yearc^ in refpci^ of which fuch legacy or bequeft ihall be charge¬ 
able with duty as an annuity. 

And be it fuither cnaAed, that any perfon having or taking the 
burthen of the execution of any will or teftamentary infiru'inenr, 
or the adminiftration ol the perfqnal eftate of any peribn dtreeafed, 
and any truftee or truftces, or other perfon or perfons, hereby di^ 
rcf^ed and required to account for any duty, who fliall pay, de# 
liver, or olheiwifc difpofe of, or in any manner fatisfy or dikbarge, 

c or 
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Of conipMnd for any legacy given by ^ch will or teftamentary in-* 
ftrunali^ty'b^r'thc reiidtie, atiy part of xkt reiictue, of fuch per- 
' ^ate>'to or for the bebcSt of any pcrfon or perfoits entitled 
-teNfcfeft I^acy, dr any part thereof, or to fuch refidue, or «ny 
'"pjfrt thereof, without taking fueh or*di(char^c in writing 

aforefaid,' and causing the fame to be ftatnped within the dme 
Hereby allowed for ftamping the fame, Ihall forfeit and lofe the 
jfirtn Of ten pound /rr centum^ on the fum of nkOtrey, or the value 
of’the property if.not for which fuch receipt of difchargt 

ought to have been given in piiViiiauce of ,th!( aO ; and all and 
cvfeVy pcrfon and perfons receiving or taking tbe^^neRt of an^ 
fuch money, or other property, without giving a written receipt 
or difeharge for the *fame, in which the duty payable in reipe^ 
thereof ftiall be exprelTed to have been-allowed or paid to theper- 
fun or perfons to whom fuch receipt or difeharge ihall be given, 
and vrhich Ihall bear date on the day ofligning the fame, (hall for¬ 
feit and lofc the furn of ten pounds per centum, on the fum uf money, 
or on tl»c value of the property, fo received or taken- 

And be it further enacted, that every fuch receipt or difeharge 
Aall be b Ought within the fpace of twenty-one days after the 
date thereof, to the faid head office of the fafd commiffiohers, or 
to (btoe'other office to be appointed by the faid commiffioners for 
fuch ptttpofe, to be (lamped, paying the duty for the fame, and 
upon fuch payment either at the faid head office, or at any other 
ofiice tobe appointed as aforefaid, the Receiver General or other 
pr0|M^offi^r to be appointed for that purpofe by the faid corr:- 
vniinoMrs, as the cafe (hall require, (hull write rp m fucli rece'pt 
or diichaige an acknowledgment of the payment of the duty ib 
*paid in'words at length, and beating date the day on which fuch 
payment iliallbc made, and fcallfubfcribcr his name thereto, and 
enter >an account thereof in a book 'or books to be provided for 
that purpofe, to the intent that he may be thereby charged uhh 
the fum fopaid ; and in cafe the duty (hall be fo paid at the faid 
head office, then the receiptor difeharge fo brought to be (lamp¬ 
ed, 4 hali be forthwith Jlatnped with one of the faid four (lamps as 
the cafe (hall require; and in cafe the duty (hall be fa-paid at any 
Other office to be appointed by the faid commiffioners as afore¬ 
faid, the receipt 6r difeharge whereon fuch acknowledgcmert of 
the payment of duty (hall be fo written and fubferibed, (hall be 
tranimitted within the fpacc of twenty-one days from t!«e day 
of payment of fuch duty, to the faid head office tb be (tamped, and 
the fame (hall be (lamped accordingly with oneol the faid four 
ftamps as the cafe (hall require; and in cafe the pcrfon or per- 
faiis paying fuch duty at any fuch office to be appointed as 
" aforefaid^ (hall de delirous that the fame (hall be tranimitted to 
the'faid head office,.by 'the officer to whom fuch duty (hall be 
paid^/Hmd (hall leave the fame with fuch officer for fuch purpofe, 
f^l^pfficer (hall therenpon (i»n and deliver an acknowledgement, 
HM^lttch receipt or dilchargc has been left with him for fuch pur- 
Jp^c, and (hall traufmit fuch receipt or difeharge to fuch head 

office 
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office ib ht fiatnpecl as aforefaid, and the be fcnt again 

to fuch of^ccr foon as conveniently may be after the ftamping- 
thereof; and fuch officer lhall deliver back thef^mc to the.perfosi 
or perfons entitled thereto i upon rc-delivcry to,.hiip of,tne^ ac» 
knowledge me nt which he lhall have given f*>r the-fame : provided' 
always, tliat if any fuch receipt ordifeha^e lhaH not be& brought 
to any. fuch office as aforefaid, within iSdi,^piicc of liveBty-onCi 
days, as aforefaid, it lhall neverthelcfs he law^i.to carry fuch re* 
ctipt or difcha’gc to the faid head office tO'bo damped in Jiii^ 
mannet, within three ^calendar months after the date thereof^* 
paying the duty for the fame, and alfo the further funt of te 4 
poundj/trr on fuch duty, by way pf penalty for not hav* " 

ing bclorc paid fuch duty, on payment ofwhich duty'and penalty, 
the faiu. commiilioners are hereby authorized and required to 
damp Inch receipt or difeharge, in the fame maimer^ if the 

fame had bct-M: br aight to the faid rffice within the ipticc of 
tweiuy-o-e days fr ni the date thertof;' but the fiid conaniiffion-*-' 
CIS, or any of their officvrs, fliall not o.n any pretence whatever, 
except as herein direfted, llamp any vellum, parchment, or paper, 
upon which any receipt or difeharge for any legacy or part of le¬ 
gacy, or any tciidue of any pcvfonal tllate, or any part thereof, 
lliali be w.xitcn cr fi§ncd with the faid new damps,, or aaiy of 
them, uulefs ihe duty for the fame lhall be paid, and fuch 
ceipt or Ji’ciiiirge fa-il! br produced to be lb ftamped in mafiner 
aforef-iid, wiiliin tne times and in the manner herein-before re^ 
fpcdtivtly lindted and uppuinied* 

And he it further en«tiited, that if it lhall appear to tb <5 
fatiAiaiilion cf the faii commiffioners of lUmp duties, u^ton 
oath or affiimation, to be adminiflered by a jullico of tbo 
peace, or mailer, or mailers extraordinary in chancery^ which 
oath or afiinujti.'n luch perfons are hereby eiiipowcred to admixli-^ 
ilcr, that U's duty has been paid for any legacy, or tcliduCj or 
part i.f rtliduc, than ought to have beta paid for the fame, by 
mitlakc, wuliuu: any inrention to defraud; and if application 
iliall be made to the fiid commlirioners to redlify^ihch millakc, 
and accept the duty really due befure any fuit fliall bc influated 
concerning the fime, rjnd wiihm three calendar mouths after pay*’ 
ment of tne money aclu.dJy paid inllead of the juUrduty, it* 
be lawful for the flid comniiffioiieri to accept the .difference be*', 
twxen the mouey paid ;ind thejult duty, together with the faoi 
of fea pounds centum, on fuch difference, by way of penaltjr^in 
full for the jull duty, and which Ihali in difeharge of all'pc* 
naUies inruned by non-rpayment of fuch duty, and to caufe an aic*' 
knovvledgment of the payment of the jufl: duty Tq be written on 
the receipt or difeharge given for fuch legacy or refidue or part of 
relidue, ai.d to fgbfcribcd by the proper officer, and idfo to 
caufc fuch receipt or difcliargc to be propeily itnnped, if ncccf- 

fary in ihc fame manner zs would have been done if ihe juil duty 
trad been originally paid* 

c 2 Provide^ 
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Provided always, and be it further enafted, that the party or 
parties paying or fatisfying any legacy, or any refidue of any per- 
ibnal cftate, or any part of fueh refine, or receiving the fame, 
contrary to the proviHons of this aft, who (hall, within the fpace 
of ai calendar months after the oflence committed, difcover the 
other party or parties offending theteln, fo that fuch party or 
parties fa difcovered be thereupon convifted, fuch perfon fo dif- 
covering ftialL be indemnified and dtfeharged from all penalties 
incurred from any offence againft this aft* 

Provided always, and be it further enafted, that where, by rea- 
fbn of the infancy, or abfence be^^ond the feas, of any perfon en- 
iicled to any legacy, or to the refidue of any perfonal efface, or any 
part thereof, chargeable with duty by virtue of this aft, the per¬ 
fon or perfons having or taking the burthen of any will or teffa- 
mentary inftiument, or the adminiftration of fuch perfonal eftatc, 
cannot pay fuch legacy or fome pan thereof, although he, ihe, or 
they may have effefts for that purpofe, or cannot pay fuch refidue, 
or lomepart thereof, although he, fhe, or they may have the famcp 
or fome part thereof, in his, her, or their hands, it (hall be lawful 
for fuch perfon or perfons to pay fuch legacy, or refidue, or any 
parts or part thereof refpeftively, or any fum or fums of money 
on account thereof after dedufting the duty chargeable thereon, 
into the bank of England, with the privity of the accountant 
general of the Court of Chancery, to be placed to the account of 
the perfon or perfons for whofe beneBt the fame (hall be fo paid ; 
for payment of which money the faid accountant general (hall 
^ve his certificate as ufual in fuch cafes, on produftion of the 
jcertificate of the commilfinners of (lamps, that the duty thereon 
has been duly paid ; and fuch payment into the bank (hall be a 
fufficient difeharge for the money fo paid in, provided the duty 
bealfo paid thereon as aforefaid; and fuch money when paid in 
(ball be laid out by the faid accountant general, without any for¬ 
mal requeft, for that purpofe, in the purchafe of three pounds^rr 
reniunt. confolidated annuities, which, with the dividends thereon, 
(hall be transferred and paid to the perfon or perfons entitled there¬ 
to, or otherwife applied for his or their benefit, on application to 
the Court of Chancery, by petition or motion, in a fummary way ; 
provided always, that if it (hall afterwards appear that fuch money^ 
or any part thereof, has been improperly paid into the bank as 
aforefaid, it (hall alfo be lawful for the faid court of chancery, up¬ 
on petition, in a fummary way to difpufe thereof, and of the an¬ 
nuities purchafed therewith, and the dividends received thereon, 
in fuch manner as jufticc (hall require: provided alfu, that if it 
ihall appear that the duty paid in refpeft of any fuch fum of 
money, was more than ought to have been paid, it (hall be lawful 
for the perfon or perfons who (hall have paid fuch duty, to apply 
to the faid commiiTioncrs for the management of the damp duties, 
to repay fuch excefs of duty; and the faid commilfioners are hereby 
aaihonzcd, upon fucb application, to repay fiich excefs of duty to 

the 



lEQAClSS, AND SHARES OF PERSONAL ESTATES, &C. ZX 

the perfon or perfons who (hall appear to them entitled to receive 
the fame, or to pay fuch excefa or duty into Che bank, with the 
privity of the faid accountant general, for the bsneEt of the per- 
ibnor perfons entitled, there to be placed to the fame account, 
and to be applied in the fame manner as the fame would have been 
applicable, if paid together with the remainder of the legacy, or 
fum of money, in refpeft of which the fame (hall have been paid; 
and the faid comnuffioners are hereby authorized to make fuch 
payments refpeAively out of the monies in their bands, arifmg 
from duties impofed by this ; and if the duty paid to the 

faid commiiQoners fhall appear to be lefs than the duty which 
ought to have been paid, it (hall be lawful for the perfon or per¬ 
fons who paid fuch money into the bank as aforefaid, upon pay¬ 
ment of the full duty to the faid commiffioners, in fuch manner as 
the fame ought to be paid, with luch penahies, if any, as ought 
to be paid in refpeft thereof, to apply to the Court of Chancery, 
in a fummary w'ay, for the re-payment of the further fum paid to 
the cotnmiilioncrs for fuch duty, out of the money in the bank lb 
paid in by fuch perfon or perfons, or the produce thereof, which 
payment the faid court is hereby authorized to order. 

And be it farther enacleJ, that if at the end of two years after 
the death of any perfuu deccafed, it fhall appear .to the fatisfaftioa 
of the faid commiffioners of (lamp duties, that it will require time 
to collect the debts or effefta of fuch petfon then outftauding, or 
that from eirciimllanccs it will be difficult :o afeertain or adjud 
the amount of the clear refidue of the pcrfonal eflate of fuch per¬ 
fon liable to duty, and the piiriies intcrcfted therein fliall be defir- 
OU3 of compounding for the duty thereon, it (hall be lawful for 
fuch parties rcfpedUvcly, with the confent of the commiffioners of 
llainp duties, to make application to the Court of Exchequer 

Wellminiter, if the deceafed perfon refided in England or elfe- 
where, except in Scotland, and to the Conrt of Exchequer,, in 
Scotland, if the deceafed refided in Sco.land, for leave to com¬ 
pound fuch duty, lE.ting upon oath the particular^ of the perfbnal 
ellate for which fuch coiiipofuion (hall be propofed to be made, by 
affidavit to be filed in the fame court, and declaring* at the fame 
time upon oath, whether any other property of the deceafed then 
outftanding befides the property for which fuch compofition (hall 
be propofed to be made, hath cume to the knowledge of the faid 
parties, nr any of them, and the nature thereof, and theciiciim- 
(iances attending the fame; and in fuch cafe it fiiall be lawful for 
the faid Court of Exchequer in England or Scotland;^ a$ the cafe, 
maybe, to appoint a proper perfon to fet a value on the perfouaV 
ellate, or fuch part thereof, for which no duty (hail have been 
charged, and which (hall be fpeclficd in fuch affidavit as the pro¬ 
perty for which fuch compofition (hall be defired, and lo adjuft 
and fettle the duty which, juftly and equitably under all circum- 
fiances, ought to be paid in refped of fuch perfonal ellate fo 
i'pccified, and thereupon it (hall be lawful for the faid commif- 

(ionerSf 
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fioners^ and they are hereby rqeuired» if the faid Court of Exche- 
q^r to which lach application fhall be made, ftiall confirm the 
md adjailment and fettlcmenC, and order the duty to bt accept*, 
ed accordingly, and by authority of fuch order to accept pay¬ 
ment of the fum To adjufted and fettled, in full difeharge of the 
dpty on fo much of fuch perYbnal eflate as ihail be fo fpeciiicd, 
and according to fuch order, and to enter the fame in their books 
accordingly, and to grant certificates thereof, exprefCng the re¬ 
ceipt of fuch, duty by way of compolition under fuch order; and 
every fuch ptrfon to whom fuch certificate ihall be granted, and 
every future reprefentative of the fame cllate, and all perfons en¬ 
titled to the benefit of the property for which fuch compofition 
ftall be fo paid, fhall be difchar;];ed from any further payment of 
duty on the fame; and in all future payments of fuch property, 
itihall be lawful for thepeifous having or taking the burthen of 
the execution of any will or teftamentary inftrument difpofing fuck 
propeity, or the adminillration thereof, to pay, apply, and dif- 
pofe of the fame, and for all perfons entitled to the benefit there¬ 
of to receive the fame, without having the receipts and difchsrges 
in writing, hereby required to be given and taken for the fame, 
fiamped as herein-before diredted ; provided fuch receipts or dif- 
charges lhall exprefs the fame to be given under the authority of 
fuch compofition as aforefaid, and not liable to duty; provided 
always ncverthclefs, that the duty iliall be charged and paid upon 
all and every part of the perfoual cfidic of fuch ptrfon deceafed, 
othar than that which lh:ill be Ipccificd in fucli affidavit as afurc- 
faid, and included in the valuation in which fuch compofition 
fliall have been made as aforefaid, and f r which the fiid t!ourt of 
Exchequer lhall allow and order fuch compofition to be taken as 
aforefaid, in the fame marjuer as if"no iuch compofition had been 
made; and all and every pcrfon arid pj^fons lhall be liable to all 
the like penalties and foifelturcs'fliti'SW'-duly pnying the duty 
for fuch perfonal eftate not compounded for, and fubject to the 
like rules, method**, and dirtftions, for charging fuch duty, as 
fuch perfon and perfons refpcilivtly would be liable to if fuch 
compofition had not been made. 

And be it further enafted, that if at any time after payment of 
duty on any legacy, or refidur, or part of refuiue, of the perfonal 
eftatcof any purfon deceafed, any debt lhall be lecovered againft 
the cftateoffuch deceafed perfon, or any lofs fiiair happen, by 
reafon whereof, or for any other jull caufe, any legatee or other 
perfon, by whom any legacy or part of legacy, or any refidue of 
any perfonal eflate hath been received or retained, lhall be obliged 
to refund the fame, or any part therof, then in every fuch cafe it 
ftall bt lavful for the faid commillioncrsof ftamp duties, and they 
arc hereby required, on doe proof made on oath as aforefsid, to 
their fiau>faftion, of the amount of fuch fums refunded, and that 
by reafon thereof there hath been an over-payment of duty, to 

fettle 
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fettle and adjull the amount of fuch over-payment, and to repay 
the fame out of the money in their hands, ariAng from the duties 
by this KA impoArd, or to allpw the fame in future payments, af 
the cafe may permit or require*, 

And be it further enafted, that whenever any petfon or perfons 
having or taken theburtlien of the execution of any will or 
mentary inftrnmcnt, or the adminiftration of any perfonal'eAate 
asaforefaid^ ihalt'be entitled fo any legacy,-or the refidne, orany 
part of the refidue, of the perfonal ertate of any lellator, tefiatrix, 
or inteftate, fuch perfon (hall be chargeable with the duty when¬ 
ever he, flic, or they lhall be entitled, in the due courfc of admini-* 
Aration, to retain to his, her, or their own ufe, any part of the 
faid eftate, in fatisfjfiinn of fuch legacy,,or refulue, or any part 
thereof; and every fuch perfon, before any fuch retainer, Aiall 
tranfmit to the faid commifli'^ncrs of ftamp dnries, or their officers, 
a note containing the particulars of fuch legacy, reiiJue, or part 
of rciidue, intended to be retained, and the amount or value there¬ 
of, and the duty vvhit'h fuch perfon or perfons fliall offer to pay 
thereon; and the faid commiflioners lhall charge and afieft the 
duty thereon, in luch manner as the duty lhall be chargeable 
thereon by virtue of the provifru.s in this act contained, and fuch 
duty lhall be paid accordingly ; and on pa>ment of the faid duty, 
the faid receiver general (;f tin- laid duty, or olliccr appointed to 
receive the fame, fliall, at the loot of a duplicate of the faid af* 
feflment duly fliin^pcd, in Inch manner as i!.e faid comtniflioners 
lhall direft for fit h purr n receipt for fuch duty in fuch 


mrm of words the c mers fliah clirecf, which receipt ftall 

be a difeharge for t'le duty expreffed therein ; and in cafe any 
fuch perfon or perlo.is lhi!i neglefl Lo pay lucl. duty as aforefaid, 
within fourteen days atie: the ianic 011^,ht to have been paid as 
aforefaid everv fuch perfon vn<\ perfoiib f!i dl foifeit and pay tre¬ 
ble the value of the duty which. OL^^h: tj have bccnpaLl, 

And whererii doubts lutioanf-ji upon tin- cor.ltruUion of the 
faid VL&s of the iwe-ntie:'!, twenty : :rd, a;id iwc ly-ninth years 
ofhis Majefl-y’s reign, whahci ihe dv.'; s iheivby impofeJ were 
inteiidt-d to be impcled on Irgac'^:, bequeiis, and difpofiiions 
by will or tcttameiitary iiiibumcat v/iia fotver ; be it enaiHcd and 
d-’clared, that all receipts and dheUarges \vl*utfocvcr for legacies 
fpecific and pecunici»y, and of any nature or kind whatfoever, and 
for all perfonal cflaie wluixfoevcr, in any r.Kiricr given or dlfpa- 
fed of by will or tellamoKavy inilrument, v/!ieihjr by v/ay of an¬ 
nuity or other particular beejneft, by w:.y (>f nriiduc, or lhare of 
refiduc, or olherwife howfeever, wdi as hu perfonal ellate, dif- 
tributable upon inteibey, except fuch ddp'.)fit.ons as lhall be 
made by any will or icib,uicntary inllrumcnt, \^ilil rclpert to w^'ich 
jhc duties impofeJ by the f.Ai'd foinicr uds a:c hertby repealed, 
lhall be dtemed and taken to be rcv'Jpu and difeharges for lega¬ 
cies, within ihe intent and niean:r:^ if r;ic faid forni^T a 61 s re- 


f^eCtively ; 
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and to wbiom nay 

i{l^^||uk^y. Of ai^ dndl be due and 

zt the tvpe of |ud!ug tbn ai^, 0^ vAa at ike' Hme of 
ptmng this a& diaH be entul«l to any refid ae, or any ihafe or part 
^any refidye*. ,or nnj )porronal eftate, under any fuchwiil or tef. 
.tamenmry ioftryineja^^ or upon iateftacy, and aUb all and ewjr 
puHfif apd perSipa fvbo Iball become entitled to any legacyy or 
.r«fituie,!pr,part of . refiidue, of any fiicU perfiinal eftate, after the 
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„|^upoa which duties impofed by the fud former rtmiup 
;Sh &rce aad nnrep^led, (hall, upon receipt or other fatishiflioo or 
.dUcha^t ofany fttch legacy, or part of fuch legacy, on efidue or 
part oTTuch rchdue^ hgn and git’^e a recent or difeharge in writ- 
duly ftamped as required by the fatd former afts refpcaiVdy^ 
Rod Uke perfbn or perfoAs having or taking the burthen of the 
^4acc£atioa of any will or other celtamentary inftrument, or the ad- 
xniniftration ofaoy perlbnal eftate, fhall have the like powers to 
require fuch receipt or difeharge in writing, and to retain the 
.duty payable in refped thereof, and the perion and pcrfcuis pay¬ 
ing, or otherwife faiisfying or clifcharging, and theperfon or per- 
fofi^ .receiving, or being oiherwife facis£cd for fuch legacy, or re- 
fidae, or part of refidue, lhall be in like manner debtors for the 
djttty impofed on fuch receipt or difeharge in cafe of non-payment 
,of inch duty, and to the like penalties for enforcing due p.ayment 
thereof, as by this are provided with refpefl to the duties 
hereby impolcd on legacies, and refiduc of pcrfonal eftate of per- 
fons dying after the paiGng of this ad. 

And be it further cnaclcd, that if the authority under or by co¬ 
lour of which any perfon ihall have adminiftered the eftate or 
eft'eds of any perlbn dteeafed, or any part thereof, (hall be void, 
...or be repealed, or declare void, and fuch perfon ihall beft>re the 
a)|oidancei repeal, or declaration of avoidance, have paid any duty 
hereby impoled, or any duty impofed by any of the faid for- 
pier ads, which Ihall not be allowed to fuch perfon out of the 
^eftate or ^ of fuch deceafed perfon, by reafoa that the fame 
Auty was not really due or payable, the money paid for fuch duty 
^ .ilufll, on proof thereof to the latistadion of the faid commi^oners 
cf ^mp duties, be repaid to the perfon or pcrlbns who fliall have 
paid the fame, or bis, her, or their reprelcntatives, by the faid 
commiiEoners, out of any monies in their hands ariftng ftom the 
duties impofed by this ad, or the faid former ads; but in cafe 
i'uch duty ought to have been paid hy the rightful executor or 
• executors, adminiftrator or admin^rators, of fuch deceafed perfon, 
then.and in fuch cafe the paymnet of fuch dut}^ ihall be valid and 
^ctfcdual notwithftanding fuch avoidance, repeal, or declaration 
of avoidance as afoiefaid; and no fuch 'perfon ihalU by reafon of 
Jhe avoidance, repeal, or declaration Ofavoidance of fuch euthotity, 
be face], mulcfted, or troubled for or in refped of fuch payment ^ 

bat 
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bot all fuch payments, in rcfyt&^ iJki be aUonir>«^ 

cd in account with fuch rightful execacdr ^ Realtors, adlrvni-^ 
flrator or admioiftrarora, and the fanfe ihktl payn^etlta 

in tbe due courfe of'adminifl^tion, £» as if 

fdch payments had been made by Hgbtful 
tors; any law* ufagc, or cuftotp, to the contiNijy o<»tmtl;dland:<^ 
ing. ", ‘ ‘ z"*' v- ^ ' 

And'be it farther pnafled,' that if any per&n cHr perfons, iipfm 
any oath or affirmation before the fald conuniffiohers of 
dutief, or commiffionera of land tax, or any perfon or perfont 
thorized by this a£t to adiomiflcr any fach oath of ^rma^pia^V 
fhall urilfully and corruptly {Wear, affirpi, or alled^jp any niattee'or ^ 
thing which (haU be' ratfe or untrue, with intent to de^ud'his' 
Majefty of any of the faid duties hertby impo&d, or with mteot 
to charge any perfon or pcrfons with any greater dr other duty 
than fuch perfon or perfong ought to Be charged with, erefy fuch 
perfon or perfons fo oiFending, and being thereof'duly' coovided, ^ 
ihall be, and is and are hereby declared to be fubje£k and liable to 
fuch pains and penalties as by any law now in being, hny perfon 
convicted of wilful and corrupt perjury is fubjeft and liable Os; 

And be it farther enafted, that if any perfon fliall alter smy 
wordy letter, figure, or number, in any afTefiAienr or receipt to be 
made or given in purfuance of this aA, for any of the faid 
after the fame Ihall have been fignecl by the officer appointed to 
fign the fame, according to the direftions of this adl, or fhall dr¬ 
ier or publifh as true any fuch altered alfeffiment or receipt, with 
intent to defraud hb Majefty, his heirs, or fucceffi’rs, or any other 
perfon or perfons, then, and in fuch cafe, every perfon fo altering, 
uttering, orpubliihing, as aforefaid, /hall forfeit and pay the fam 
of five hundred pounds. 

And be it further ena£ted by the authority aforefaid, that if 
any perfon fliall counterfeit er forge, or procure to be counter¬ 
feited or forged, any ftamp iirefted or allowed to be ufed or |H-o« 
vided, made or ufed, in purfuance of this adt, or ihall counterfeit 
or rdbmblc the impreffion of tbe fame upon any vellum, pltcb- 
xnent, or paper, with intention to defraud his Majefty, his heirs, 
or fuccefibrs, or Ihall utter, vend, fell, or exp' fe to fale, any vci- 
liim, parchment, or paper, liable'to the faid duty, with fuch coun¬ 
terfeit imp'cffion thereupon, knowing the fame to be counter* 
feited, or {ball- privately or fraudcntly ufe any ftatnp diredtdl or 
allowed to be ufed by this a£t, with intent to defraud Ins Majeftyj* 
his heirs or fuccelfors, of the faid duty, every perfon fo oiFcoding^/ 
and being thereof lawfully convifted,' ftull be adjudged a felon, ' 
and {hall fufter death as in cafe of felony without benefit of 
clergy. 

provided always, and be it further enabled, that every receipt 
or difeharge for any legacy, or any pan of any legacy, or any 
rcfiduc, or part of reltduc, of any perfonal ellaic, which ftiall h« 
duly ftampeq as required by this aA, {halt be free and dofchaiged 
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fipim aU &mjf duties uapcifed the laid recited bAb, or hy any 
ether ad i^partiameiit upon n^ipts or difeharges for money 
and t|urt«aery luch receipt^or drfcha)|^ which ihall be duly ftaxnp* 
ed«s it^aared by the recited am» and upon ah ch no Vitw 
duty if impofed by ^his Ihafl be alfo free'' ^nd difdiarged 
Aum any fiamp duty iinpofed by any ocher ad upon receipW or 
difehargea foP money. ' 

And be it farther enaded by the authority afore fald, that all 
powei^^ provifoes, articles. clanfes» hllbwances* and all matters 
and things prefcribetl or appointed by any former ad or sJSIm 
parKiment, relating to the ftamp duties on velluoi* parchment* 
and paper, *and not hereby altered, fhall be of full foree and ef- 
fed mth relation to the duties hereby impofed, and maO be ap» 
plied and put in execution for the railing* levying, colleding^ 
and feenring, the faid duties hereby imjmed, according to the 
true intent and meaning of thi<; ad, as fully and efTedually, to 
all intents and purpofes, as if the lame had Severally ana eefpec- 
tively been hereby re-enaded, with relation to the faid dutits 
hereby tmpi^d. 

And be it further enaded, that one malty of all pecuniary pe¬ 
nalties and forfeituies hciehy impnfed, were no other mode pf 
proiecution is ipecially prelcrihed by this ad, ihall, if |hed for 
Within the fpace of three calendar months from the time of any 
fuch penalty or forfeiture being incurred, be to his Majefty, his 
heirs and fuccelTurs; and the other moie'y thereof, with full colts 
of fuu, to the perfon or peribn« who fliall inform or fue for the 
fame w'lthin the time at^refaid, situ which Ihall and may be fned 
for Ki his Majefty's Court of Exchequer at Weftmlnfter, for of¬ 
fences committed in England, or in his Majefty’s Court of Ex^ 
chequer in Scotland, for offences committed in Scotland, by 
adi'^i of debt, bill, plaint, or information, wherein no efloln, pri¬ 
vilege, wjger of law, or more than one imparlance Ihall be aU 
lowed; but nev'cnhclefs it fhall be lawful for his Majefty’s At¬ 
torney General m England, or his Majefty’s advocate in Scotland, 
7 n c&fc it fhall appear to his fatisl^dion that fuch penalty was in¬ 
curred without any intention of fraud, to Hop all further proceed¬ 
ings* by entering a nohprofeqm^ or otherwifc, with refped as well 
totbefhareof fuch penalty claimed by fuch informer or informers, 
as to the fhare thereof belonging to his Majefly. 

Provided always, and be it further enaded^ that in default of 
^promotKHl within the time herein-before limited, no fuch penalty 
or fbrfeicure (hall be afterwards recoverable, except in the name 
of has Majefty's Attorney General in England, aud of hw Ma- 
jeftys Advocate in Scotland, by informatron in the Court of Ex- 
cheqaer in England or Scotland rcfpedively, in which cafe the 
wbw of fuch penalty or forfeiture fhall belong to his Mnjefty, his 
heirs and futcefTors; and that all penalties and /orfeltures, and 
ftiaresof penalties and forfeitures, incurred as afpiefajd, belong* 
ing to his Majelly, hie b^irs or facceflbrsj lhaju paid into tbo 
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luads of the Receiver Genera) of Ma^dljr’s ftnmp dotiet ^ 
iht time beingj any law, ufage* or cuftosi* to the contrary not« ^ 
withftanding; and il^at in aQ cafes wWe iW wbofe ef ChcK peen** 
niai^ penalties of forfeitures lhall l^e recovered co ibetofe of hit 
Msjefty, his heirs or fuccelTorSf it (hall be lawful for ooftH 

mimoners to caufe fuch reward fb they (ball dunk fit» noi tit* 
ceediDF one mottv pf Aich penalty or forfeiture fo recovered^ 
atter drauding all clijaygei and expences incurred in reoomtittgfi 
the feme, to be paid thereout to or amongft any pevfon or penf*, 
font tyho (hail appear to them entitled thereto as i^orvners in 
fpe£t of fuch penalties or furfeiture<i fo recovered; any tfatng'*'^ 
herein contained to the coutrrry notwitlifianding. 

And be it further enaded by the authority aforefaldf that ali 
the monies arifing from the faid duticsj herein-^before granted* 
and ^fo the duties anfing from the faid fotmer of the twea- 
neth^ twenty-third, and twent-ninth years aforefaid* not hereby 
repealed, and all arrears of the faid rates and duties hereby re* 
pealed, and all anears of the faid rates and duties hereby repeal* 
ed, (hdll from and after the palling of this aA, be paid from time 
to time into the hands of the Receiver General for the time being 
of the duties on Itamped vellum, parchment, and paper, who ihall 
pay the fame, the necelTary chaiges of railing and accounting the 
fame being dedufted. Into his Majefiy’s Receipt of Exchequer at 
Wcftminlier, at fuch time and in fuch manner as other duties on 
Itamped vellum, parchment, and paper are direfted to be paid, 
and the fame ihall be canied to ana made part of the confolidated 
fund. 

And be it fmther enaflcd, that, from and after the palling of 
this aA, out of the monici that Ihali be paid into the faid receipt 
of the faid duties hereby impofed, and of the faid former duties 
not herebN repealed, aud a i rears of duties hereby repealed, die 
ium of ten thoufand two hundred and iixty»nine pounds fifteen 
(hilllng^t being one-fourth part of the fum of forty-one thoufand 
and feventy-nine pounds, the annual average produce for three 
years, ending the firft day of Auguft, one thoufand feven hundred 
and ninety-nve, of the whole of the faid fo**mer duties, Ihall quar.* 
terly on the 5th day of July, the tenth day of O£iober, the 5th 
day of Januar), and the day of April, In every year duiing 
the peixod of ten years be fet apart from the remainder of the faid 
monies; and that after the fetting apart at the faid receipt of 
Exchequer at the end of each ^ch quaiter, the fujn of ten 
thoufaAdtwo hundred and fixty-nine pounds fitteen (hillings, the 
faid lemainder of the fnid monies ariling or to arife of the faid 
feveral duties, and of arrears as aforefaid, or fo much thereof as 
ihall be fufficient, Ihsll be deemed an addition made to the re* 
venue, for the purpofe of defiaying the increafed charge occa* 
fioned by any loan made )>y virtue m any zSt or adts to be pafiVd 
in this {efiionofparlutdent; and that the faid remainder of the 
faid iboniee lhalb daring the fpace oi ten years next enfuing, be 
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paid into f,he faid teq^ipt dlltiaAlf and a^art from all other 
brwcilts of the pablk revenue $ and that there fhall be provided 
iM KDt nc the offioe of the Anditor of the faid receipt during 
tih# faid period «of ten ycars^ a book or books in which the faid rt^ 
jnainderofthe moiries anfing from the faid duties, and paid into 
the faid receipt, Ihall, together with the monies arifing from any 
other rates or duties, granted in thUfl^onof parliament for the 
parjkife of defraying fuch iocreafed charges as aforefaidi be en*- 
tered ieparate and apart from all other monies paid or payable to 
his Majefty, his heirs or fuccelTors, on any account whatever* 

And be it further eaaded, that if any aftion or fuit ihall be 
brought or commenced againft any pertbn or perfons for any 
thing done in parfuance of this a£l, then, and in every fuch cafe, 
the laid a&ion or fuit (hall be commenced within fix calander 
months aiter'tfae faA committed, and not afterwards, and Ihall be 
brought in the county or place where the caufe of adion (hall 
ari^e, and not elfew here; and the defendant or defendants in fuch 
aftiop or fait to be btoughc, may plead the general ifiui*, and give 
this afi, and the fpccial matter in evidence, at any trial to be had 
thereupon, and that the fame was done in purfuance and by the 
authority of this a£l; and>if it (hall appear to be fo done, or if 
any fuch action or fuit (hall be brought after the time before li- 
giited for bringing the fame, or (hall be brought in any other 
county, city, or place, then as aforefaid, then, and in every fuch 
cafe, the jury ihall find for the defendant or defendsnto; and if 
upon fuch verdi£l, or if the plaintiiFor plaintiffs (hall become non- 
ftiit, or difeontinue his, her, or their adion, or if a verdid (hall 
pafs againil the plaintiff or plaintifi^s, or if upon demuirer, judge¬ 
ment ihall be given againil the plaintiiF or plaintiiTs, the defend¬ 
ant or defendants (hall and may recover cieble colls and have the 
like remedy for the fame as any defesd'int or defendants bath or 
have for cods of fuit in other cafes by law. 
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SCHEDULE fo which THWtA«;T defers/ ' 


FORM to be ufed by the CoromiSioJlcrs of Stamp Dbties* 
in providing Blank Forms for Receipts and D;Rha]^|^e$, 
given under this A&. 


stamp office. 

On account of the pei fonal cflate of ^ deceafed, 

between taking the adminillration of 

the faid cftate, and legatee [or« next of 

kin, as the cafe may be.] 


m 


r. 

i. 

Amount of the fum [or value, if not in 
money] accounted for — — 




Duty allowed at the r^te of 
ptr centum* 

■ 



Balance received ~ — 





Received the day of the above balance in 

[fuH, or part, as the cafe may be] of my [legacy, or ftnrt, ab the 
cafe may be] out of the perfonal cltaie aboveomenuoned. 


Signed 
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6 

0 

74 

4 '' 

45 ^ 

3 

0 

74 

2 

4^9 

12 

0 

74 

46 

4?7 

4 

0 

74 

I 

3*3 

4 

A 

74 ’ 

45 

459 

4 

0 


— 




74 

44 

. 461 

6 

0 

73 

73 

34 = 

2 

u 

74 

4 S 

402 

I*? 

0 

73 

7 = 

351 

*4 

0 

74 

^ 41 

464 

$ 

0 

73 

71 

361 

6 

0 

74 

. 4 ^ 

46)^ 

*9 

0 

'3 

7-5 

870 

iS 

0 

74 

4 i 0 

467 

la 

0 

73 

69 

3*0 

10 

W 

74 

39 

469 

0 

0 

73 

60 

390 

z 

0 

74 

3 « 

470 

3 

0 

73 

67 

3 s 6 

f6 

u 

74 

47 * 

7 

0 

73 

66 

403 

10 

0 

74 


47 ® 

xo 

0 

73 


4X0 

4 

0 

74 

35 

473 

Z 4 

0 

73 


416 

X* 

0 

74 

34 

474 


0 

^3 

63 

4®3 

^7 

xz 

0 

74 

33 

475 

>5 

0 

73 


10 

0 

74 


476 

12 

0 

73 

6x 

A 

43 i 

7 

0 

74 

3 * 

477 

9 

0 

73 

4 o 

436 

14 

0 

74 

30 

47 * 

6 

0 

73 

H 

44 * 

2 

0 

74 

29 

479 

4 

0 

73 

S* 

44 '! 

10 

0 

74 

2% 

479 

x 3 

0 

73 

57 

44S 

13 

• 

74 


4 io 

12 

0 

73 

56 

45 * 

17 

p 

74 


ijSi 

6 

0 

73 

55 

4 ?S 

0 

0 

74 

as 

a 22 

0 

0 

73 

54 

4 f 8 

4 

0 

74 


487 

14 

0 

73 

53 

461 

8 

0 

74 

13 

482 

9 

0 

73 

5 = 

404 

X 

0 

74 , 

22 

484 

5 

0 

73 

51 

4ot> 

14 

0 

j ' 

74 

2Z 

485 

0 

0 

73 

50 

469 

7 

Q 

74 

20 

4R5 

16 

0 

73 

49 

47 = 

0 

0 

74 

10 

486 

12 

0 

73 

48 

474 

xz 

0 

74 

tS 

488 

S 

0 

73 


476 

n 

«« 

74 


489 

19 

9 

73 

46 

4 * 


0 

74 1 

7 x 6 

491 

Z 2 

e 

73 

4 S 

4*0 
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TABLE II.— Continuid, 


the 

Fider 

Li\ CS 4 

f Ages 0 
the 

Young- 

crLrvcs. 

Values of the 
AnhuitiC 9 t 

1 ifc 

Ages of 
the 
Eloir 
Lives. 

Ages of 
the 

Young¬ 
er Liv.s 

VftloeB of‘de 
Annuttiai* ' 



£• 

i. 





s. if. 

73 

44 - 

4S2 

16 

0 

72 

72 

363 

18 0 

73 

43 

414 

16 

0 

7 * 

7 » 

373 

Z2 « 

73 

42r 

486 

9 

0 

72 

7 b 

3«3 

£ • 

^ > 

4 » 

433 

2 

0 

73 


391 

0 • 

73 

40 

489 

*5 

0 

7 * 

J 

402 

14 « 

73 

39 

491 

3 

0 

7 » 


411 

^8 « 

73 

3 ® 

4 'J 3 

0 

0 

7 * 

66 

4X9 

2 » 

3 

37 

494 

4 

0 

7 * 

65 

4IS 

TS • 

73 

3O 

40 s 

9 


7 z 

64 

43 * 

8 0 

7 l 

35 

496 

*3 

0 ' 

71 

63 

439 

a » 

73 

34 

397 

iH 

0 

72 

62 

44 S 

i« « 


33 

499 

2 

0 

72 

6 x 

45^3 

4 ® 

73 

32 

500 

0 

0 

77 

bo 

4 S 4 

*3 • 

73 

3 * 

500 

i 3 

0 

71 

59 

459 

2 s 

73 

30 

SOI 

x6 

0 

72 

18 

463 

a 

73 

^9 

502 

*4 

C 1 

72 

57 

4<>7 

18 • 


23 

5^3 

12 

0 I 

72 

5 * 

47 * 

4 0 

"3 

27 

504 

6 

0 1 

72 

55 

474 

12 m 

7 J 

26 

505 

1 

0 1 

72 

54 


*7 • 

73 

^5 

505 

*5 

0 

1 % 

53 

48* 

4 • 

73 

’4 

$0$ 

xo 

0 

72 

* 5* 

484 

20 tt 

7 ? 

•^3 

507 

4 

0 

72 


4S7 

5 m 

71 

22 

508 

4 

0 

72 

so 

490 

0 40 

73 

21 

509 

5 

0 

72 

49 

49 * 

25 • 

73 

70 

5x6 

5 

0 

72 

48 

49S 

10 a 

73 

^9 

5*1 

6 

0 

73 

47 . 

49S 

£ ft 

73 

i 3 

512 

1 

0 

72 

46 ; 


7 « 

73 

T 7 

IS 

I 

0 

72 

45 , 

$02 

9 © 

73 

16 

*7 

0 

72 

44 

504 

10 0 

7 \ 

15 

517 

12 

0 

72 

43 

<06 

12 ft 

73 

14 

KTl 


0 

72 

42 

S08 

24 © 

73 

13 

KH 


0 

72 

41 

510 

9 ® 

73 

12 



0 

72 

40 

5 *» 

4 © 

73 

11 

520 

18 

0 

72 

39 

S »3 

19 ft 

73 

10 

520 

*5 

0 

72 

38 

5*5 

14 ft 

73 

9 

520 

12 

0 

72 

17 

5 ‘Z 

% ft 

73 

3 

520 

8 

0 

72 

3b 

S18 

*3 0 

73 

7 

5*7 

18 

0 

72 

IS 

5*9 

18 ft 

73 

6 

5*4 

16 

0 

71 

34 

521 

3 ft 

73 

5 

504 

z 

0 

72 

33 

iW 

8 a 

73 

4 

496 

tz 

0 

72 

31 

5*3 

12 ft 

73 

3 

481 

2 

0 

71 


5*4 

IX ft 

73 

z 

460 

20 

Q 

71 

*30 

525 

XO ft 

73 

1 

4CI 

Xo 

0 


29 

526 

9 © 
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TABLE IL— 


1 Agrs 
of the I Of the 
Zrder iVoung 
liTCs jer i ives 


■^ilues of the 
Annuit cf. 


7 * 

7 * 

7 » 

7 * 

T* 

7 * 

7» 

n 

7 * 

7 * 

7 * 

I* 

7 » 

n 

t* 

7 * 

7 * 

i% 

*•» 

7 » 

7 » 


% 


teS 

a? 

»4 

73 

2X 

lO 

]l 

xf 

i6 

»5 

H 

IS 

la 

IX 

zO 


7 * 

70 

lli 

5 ? 

64 

63 

62 

«i 

6q 

rr 

5 ^ 


55*8 

5*7 

5*9 

530 

SV 

53* 

533 

53 ^ 

^3^ 

540 

54* 

5 H 

54 ® 

547 

54® 

545 

544 

543 

54^ 

5 a 3 

5x0 

504 

4 tt 

4x9 

395 

405 

415 

4»5 

4-34 

4^8 

4 54 
^6x 
^67 

4 t» 

476 

4^1 

48® 

490 


I. 

% o 

5 o 
1 o 

1 5 o 
II 0 

6 o 
a o 
9 o 

16 o 

3 o 
xo o 

15 o 

TJ O 

9 o 

4 o 

o o 

|6 o 
If o 
8 o 
4 o 
o o 

16 o 
18 O 

8 o 

It * 

4 « 
t o 

14 O 


4 o 

39 ® 

14 o 
,9 o 

4 o 

15 o 
10 o 

2 o 
14 o 
6 o 
I? o 
« o 
09 O 

9 ® 
o- o 
zo o 


Ages Agw 
of the ot the 
FJoer y iiof 
L]\(^» |er Lnet 


55 

54 

53 

5 * 

51 

50 

49 

48 

47 

46 

45 

44 

4 } 

4 * 

4 t 

40 

32 

37 

3 ® 

u 

31 

3 * 

3> 

SO 

11 

27 

s6 

*5 

*4 

13 

22 

21 

20 

J 9 

18 

x 7 

16 

tS 

X 4 

*3 

12 

IX 


Values of the 

AaOttitiift* 


A 

5 » 


*7 

0 

¥j 7 

5 

0 

S ° 

12 

0 

504 

0 

0 

C '^7 

8 

a 

510 

7 

0 

?'3 

6 

0 

516 

5 

0 

5*9 

4 

0 

57* 

4 

0 

5 a+ 

7 

e 

r26 

JO 

0 ■* 

^28 

*3 

0 

530 

so 

•» 

53 * 

18 


5 H 


- 

5^6 

ID 

0 

55* 

6 

0 

540 

t 

0 

54 * 

1* 

0 

S'*? 

3 

0 

444 

Q 

0 

545 

*4 

0 

547 

0 

0 

54S 

6 

0 

«49 

5 

0 

550 

5 

0 

551 

4 

0 

f 5 ^ 

4 

0 

S 3 

4 

0 

554 

0 

0 

S 54 

It) 

0 

555 

17 

0 

5 S® 

8 

0 

557 

4 

0 


10 

0 

k 6 o 

*4 

0 

s62 

9 

0 

S ®4 

4 

0 

566 

0 

0 

5 ®’ 

*3 

Q 

5®9 

7 

0 

57 * 

0 

0 

57 * 

*4 

0 

5*4 

8 

0 
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TABLE IX.,—Continued. 


Ages oi 
the 
HKjcr 
Lives. 

Ages of 
the 

Voung- 

crLives. 

( 

• 

Value of the 
Annuities. 

Ages of 
the 
Elder 
Lives. 

t 

Ages of 
the 

Young- 

crLives. 

Value of tdic 
Annuities* 



i- 

s. 






7' 

10 

571 

14 

0 

70 

36 

5^4 

xo 0 

7^ 

9 

569 

I 

0 

70 

35 

566 

6 0 

71 

S 

566 

7 

0 

77 

34 


12 0 

71 

7 

563 

13 

0 

70 

33 

. 568 

19 0 

7^ 

6 

561 

0 

0 

70 

3* 

570 

S 0 

7* 

5^ 

55» 

12 

0 

70 

3* 

571 

12 0 

71 

4 

544 

10 

0 

70 

30 

572 

18 0 

71 

3 

5^7 

6 

0 

70 

29 

573 

18 0 

71 

2. 


0 

0 

70 

20 

.574 

29 0 

71 

I 

438 

0 

0 

70 

»7 

S7S 

19 0 




—• 

0 

7® 

26 

577 

0 0 

70 

70 

40S 

14 

0 

70 

as 

57k 

Q 0 

70 

69 

418 

8 

0 

70 

24 

57» 

is k 

70 

68 

4x8 

3 

0 

70 

a3 

5*9 

n p’ 

70 

67 

437 

>7 

0 

70 

22 

5|o 

15 0^ 

70 

66 

447 

12 

0 

70 

21 

bI\ 

14 0 

70 


457 

6 

0 

70 



12 6 

70 

64 

463 

17 

0 

70 

*9 

S*4 

rj 0 

70 

6J 

470 

8 

0 

70 


sS 

it 0 

70 

62 

47» 

19 

0 

70 

iZ 

5*9 

t CK/ 

70 

6l 

481 

10 

0 

70 


59* 

i ?w 

70 

60 

490 

0 

0 

70 

»5 

591 

6 p( 

7<^ 

59 

494 

*1 

0 

7® 

*4 

594 

x6 0 

70 

5* 

499 

6 

0 

70 

13 

59® 

6 0 

70 

57 

503 

*9 

0 

7® 

12 

597 

16 0 

7Q 

56 

508 

12 

0 

70 

XI 

599 

6 a 

7^ 

55 

5*3 

4 

0 

70 

xo 

) 

600 

16 0 

70 

54 

516 

13 

0 

1 

70 

g 

596 

x6 0 

70 

53 

520 

3 

0 

70 

8 

597 

12 d 

70 

5^ 

5^3 

12 

0 

70 

7 

59® 

8 e 

70 

51 

5^7 

2 

0 

70 

• 6 

5*4 

18 0 

70 

50 

53^^ 

12 

0 

70 

5 

576 

16 0 

70 

49 

533 

13 

0 

70 

4 

568 

8 0 

70 

48 

536 

15 

0 

70 

3 

550 

6 Q 

70 

47 

539 

16 

0 

70 

2 

515 

14 0 

70 

46 

541 

18 

0 

70 

X 

457 

12 Q. 

70 

45 

546 

0 

0 




0 

70 

44 

548 

4 

0 

69 

69 

43* 

i ® 

70 

43 

550 

9 

0 

69 

68 

44a 

i» ,P 

70 

43 

55a 

13 

0 

69 

67 

450 

13 0 

70 

41 

554 

s8 

0 

69 

66 

460 

7 P 

70 

40 

557 

2 

0 

69 

ts 

470 

2 0 

70 

39 

55S 

19 

0 

69 

64 

479 

16 0 

70 

3? 

560 

16 

0 


63 

4S6 

S 

\7o 

37 

562 

13 

0 


1 

492 

14 0 
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TABLE IL— Continued. 

> 









Ages of 4 
the 

Eider ■ 
Lives. : 

Ages of 
the 

Voung- 
:r Lives 

'1 

J 

I 

Value of the | 

Annuities. 

Ages of i 
the 

Elder ^ 
Lives, c 

t 

'n. 

of 

the 

foung- 
r Lives. 

'A 

Value nf the 
Annuities* 



c- 


d. j 

- 


J- </• 

6S 

40 

6uo 

5 

0 1 

67 

63 

5x8 0 0 

£S 

39 

602 

14 

0 j 

67 

62 

$28 10 0 


38 

605 

4 

^ p 

67 

61 

533 -IS) 0 

6.; 

37 

607 

I 

0 { 

67 • 

60 

539 9 ,0 

dS 

36 

608 

19 

0 

67 

59 

544 18 0 


3? 

6to 

16 

0 

§7 

5 « 

55 ° *0 

dS 

34 

612 

14 

0 

<^7 

57 

555 »* 0 

6S 

33 

614 

iz 

0 

67 

5.6 

560 14 0 

63 

3 - 

615 

19 

0 

^7 

5 S 

565 31 0 

6S 

3 ^ 

6 j 7 

7 

0 

§7 

54 

570 7 0 

CS 

30 

618 

14 

0 

67 

53 

575 A- 0 

6S 

29 

620 


0 

67 

52 

5to % 0 

CS 


621 

10 

0 

67 

5 ' 

584 3 0 

63 


622 

12 

0 r 67 


53s 4 0 

68 

s6 

623 

IS 

0 (i i >7 

49 

S95 -i 0 

68 

as 

624 

17 

0 

j 67 

48 

596 6 0 

68 

24 

62b 

0 

0 

i <^7 

47 

6bo V 8,0 

68 

23 

627 

5 

0 

! 67 

46 

603 to 0 

68 

22 

628 

11 

0 

! ^7 

45 

6c6 IZ 0 

68 

21 

6-0 

0 

0 

67 

, 44 ' ' 

$09 14 0 

68 

20 

631 

0 

0 

67 

‘43 

612 0 

6S 

*9 

632 

x8 

0 

i §7 

4 * 

615 18 0 

68 

i8 

634 

6 

0 

1 67 

4 * 

618 9 0 

68 

17 

636 

16 

0 

1 67 

40 

621 1 0 

68 

16 

§39 

6 

0 

, ^7 

39 

623 14 0 

6S 

15 

641 

]6 

0 

1 

38 

'6z6 '4 0 

68 

14 

644 

6 

0 

67 

37 

^628 16 0 

tj*'' 

13 

646 

16 

0 

67 

36 

^630 13 0 

68 

i-i 

647 

5 

0 

§7 

35 

’ 632 0 

*>8 

11 

647 

14 

0 

67 

34 

634 8 0 

68 


64S 

3 

0 

67 

33 

636 0 0 

68 

9 

6^8 

12 

G 

! 67 

.. 3a 

63S 4 0 

68 

8 

649 

0 

U 

1 «7 

3 ' 

6^9 13 0 

68 

7 

653 

2 

0 

67 

JO 

641 2 0 

68 

6 

^35 

4 

0 

67 

29 

642 II 0 

68 

5 

624 

12 

0 

67 

28 

644 0 0 

68 

4 

615 

8 

0 

1 6t 

2T 

/ 

74 5 80 

68 

3 

J06 

1-5 

0 

• 

2b 

646 XI 0 

68 


*;68 

0 

0 

i 67 

^5 

§-r 7 1 + 0 

68 

1 

493 

2 

0 

1 67 

24 

G48 17 0 

- ■ ■ 




0 

i 

23 

1. 50 00 

6- 

6- 

! 4‘'6 

0 

0 

67 

22 

651 4 0 

6? 

66 

! 4 ^<> 

10 

(1 

67 

21 

653 X 0 

6 7 

65 

i 497 

0 

0 

67 ' 

20 

654 tS 0 



i :.or 

10 

0 

ll 67 

*9 

,656 IS 0 


g ^ TABL£ 
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TABLE 


Ages of Ag'i^ of 
the 1 the 
Elder |Ytmng- 
Livcs. jcrLives. 

Value of the 
Anuulties* 




s. 


fij 

zS 

6^8 

« 

12 

0 

67 

*7 

660 

8 

0 

67 


^ 66z 

18 

0 

^7 

IS 

665 

9 

0 

l >7 

14 

667 

19 

0 

67 

U 

670 

10 

0 

67 

ift 

673 

0 

0 

^7 

11 

67Z 

1 

0 

07 

10 

671 

3 

D 

(>n 

t 

9 

670 

4 

- 


.8 

669 

6 

0 

f >7 

7 

66S 

8 

0 

67 

6 

659 

19 

0 

67 

5 

648 

10 

0 

67 

4 

638 

xo 

0 

67 

§ 

F 618 

4 

0 



5^9 

12 

0 

^7 

1 

51* 

4 

0 


66 

49 ^ 

4 

0 

« . 

'^5 

507 

xo 

0 

60 

64 ' 

516 

x6 

0 1 

46 

63 

cz6' 

2 

0 

64 

62 

535 

8 

0 

66 . 

6X 

544 

*4 

0 

66 

60 : 

551 

5 

0 

66 

59 

5 >7 

16 

0 

66 

5 * 

564 

, 7 

0 

66 

57 " 

570 

x8 

0 

66 

56 

577 

8 

0 

66 

55 

582 

6 

O' 

66 

54 

587 

4 

0 

66 

53 

59 * 


0 

66 

5 ^ 

597 

0 

0 

66 , 

5 » 

601 

18 

0 

66 

50 

606 

2 

0 

66 

49 

610 

7 

c 

66 

48 

614 

XI 

0 

66 

47 

618 

16 

0 

66 

46 

623 

0 

0 

66 

45 

6 z6 

3 

0 

66 

44 

629 

6 

0 

66 

43 

631 

9 

0 

66 

42 

635 

12 

0 

66 

4* 

638 

z6 

0 1 


1 

Ages of. Ages 
the of, the 
Elder I Young- 
Lives. erLives. 

1 

Value of the 
Annuities. 

66 

40 

i 

' 641 

i. 

9 

d. 

0 

66 

39 

644 

2 

0 

66 


646 

15 

0 

66 

37 

649 

8 

0 

66 

36 

652 

0 

0 

66 

35 

! 653 

j8 

0 

66 

34 

1 655 

ib 

0 

66 

33 

657 

14 

0 

66 

32 

659 

12 

0 

66 

3t 

661 

10 

0 

66 

30 

6't2 

19 

0 

66 


664 

9 

0 

66 

28 

665 

18 

0 

66 

^7 

667 

8 

0 

66 

26 

668 

18 

0 

66 

25 

670 

2 

0 

f>6 

1 H 

671 

6 

0 

66 

-3 

672 

10 

0 

66 


673 

14 

0 

66 

f 

21 

674 

18 

0 

66 

: 20 

677 

S 

0 

66 

*9 

679 

12 

0 

66 

18 

681 

19 

0 

66 

17 

684 

6 

0 

66 

16 

686 

12 

0 

66 

IS 

6S9 

0 

0 

C6 

H 

691 

9 

0 

66 

13 

693 

17 

0 

66 

12 

699 

6 

0 

66 

IX 

6wS 

14 

0 

66 ! 

10 

60 S 

17 

0 

66 ' 

9 

693 

I 

0 

66 

8 

690 

4 

0 

66 

7 

687 

8 

0 

66 

6 

6S4 

12 

0 

66 

5 

672 

8 

0 

66 

4 

661 

10 

0 

66 

3 

639 

]6 

0 

66 

2 

609 


0 

66 

X 

529 

10 

0 

MM 

M. 


—• 

0 

^5 

6$ 

520 

2 

0 

65 

64 

5^9 

5 

0 

4 s 

63 

53S 

8 

0 

65 

62 

547 

XI 

0 




TABLE 
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TABLE II.— Continued. 


Ages 
ot the 
Elder 
1^1 ves. 

Ages 
of the 

VoUAg- 

erLivei. 

Value of the 
Annuities. 


61 

556 

i. 

14 

J. 

0 

65 

Co 

505 

16 

0 

^5 

59 

57Z 

7 

0 

65 

58 

578 

iS 

0 

^5 

57 

5S5 

9 

0 

^5 

56 

59 Z 

0 

0 

65 

55 

598 

J 2 

0 

^5 . 

54 

603 

IZ 

0 

65 

53 

608 

12 

0 

65 

5 ^ 

613 

IZ 

0 


5 * 

618 

12 

0 

^5 

5'3 

623 

12 

0 

^5 

49 

627 

J 9 

0 

65 

48 

632 

6 

0 


47 

6^6 

13 

0 

<>5 

46 

641 

0 

0 


45 

P43 

8 

0 


44 

648 

12 

0 

^5 

43 

P' 

17 

0 


4 X 

655 

X 

0 

65 

4 * 

65S 

6 

0 

6^ 

40 

661 

8 

0 

^»5 

39 

664 

I 

0 

65 

3 » 

666 

14 

0 

^5 

37 

669 

7 

0 

^5 

36 

6 y% 

0 

0 

^5 

35 

674 

14 

0 


34 

676 

»3 

0 

65 

33 

678 

12 

0 

61; 

3 - 

680 

11 

0 

65 

3 * 

6Sz 

10 

0 

^5 

30 

6^4 

8 

0 

65 

29 

6S5 

iS 

0 

65 

28 

687 

9 

0 

^5 

^1 

0B8 

19 

0 


26 

9 i;o 

10 

0 

<^5 

^5 

692 

0 

• 

*5 

24 

693 

6 

0 

65 

* ^3 

694 

13 

0 

^5 

zz 

695 

*9 

0 

^5 

ZI 

697 

6 

0 

65 

20 

698 

12 

0 

65 

19 

70J 

8 

0 

95 

j8 

704 

5 

Q 

65 

J 7 

707 

1 

0 


Ages 
of the 
Elder ' 
Live^. e 

Ages 
of the 
V’ouikg- 
:t Lives. 

Value of die 
Anuulcle«ft 


■HI 

jC* *• ■* 

65 

x 6 

709 z 8 < 

^5 

IS 

7x2 14 X 

65 

'14 

7 H 17 

fs 


717 i 


12 

7^9 4 

^5 


yaj 8 



723 12 

^5 


722 ]6 

65 

8 

7x9 14 

6s 

7 

714 4 

65 

0 t 

0 

706 12 

^5 

5 

696 6 

6 s- 

4 

6S4 12 

65 

3 

661 xo 

65 

2 

G29 xo 

65 

X 

54 * » 

64 

64 

S 4 X 14 

64 

63 

550 14 

64 

62 

559 H 

64 

61 

568* 14 

64 

60 

577 14 

64 

59 

586 14 

64 

S8 

S 93 5 ^ 

64 

5 ? . 

599 . »7 

64 

56 

600 8 

64 

55 

6*3 0 

64 

54 

619 12 

64 

s? 

6^4 IS 

64 

5 ^ 

629 18 

64 

5 * 

635 * 

64 

50 

640 4 

64 

49 . 

64s 8 

' 64 

48 

549 »S 

64 

47 

634 2 

64 

46 

658 9 

64 

45 

662 ]6 

64 

44 

667 2 

64 

43 

670 9 

64 

44 

673 16 

64 

4 » 

677 3 

64 

40 

680 TO ' 


39 

683 16 

64 

38 

'686 9 

64 

37 

689 2 


TABLS 
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TABLE IL— Continued, 



Agps of 
the 

Young-| 

crLivca.: 

j 

1 

Value of the 
Annuities. 

. 

Ages of Ages of 
the 1 the 
tlii’i* jYoung- 
l>ivc=?. 'erLive^i. 

Value of the 
Annmtie « 

s 


c- 

s» 

d. 

1 


£■ 

s. 

«4 

36 

6>i 

15 

0 

63 1 

55 

626 

X 4 

64 

35 

694 

8 

0 

6 E 1 

54 

633 

6 0 

^4 

34 

697 

2 

0 

63 1 

S 3 

6^9 

iH 0 

«4 

33 

699 

I 

0 

i 

51 

654 

5 ^ 

44 

3 i 

701 

0 

0 


5 * 


I ^ 0 

*4 

3 J 

702 

'9 

0 

63 1 

50 

65 s 

1 9 *• 

64 

30 

704 

18 

0 

63 

4 *> 

661 

6 0 

«4 

£9 

706 

iS 

0 

63 

4S 

G66 

14 e> 

*4 

2S 

703 

9 

c 

63 

47 

670 

19 0 

«4 

ar 

710 

0 

0 


A.b 

» 

<>75 

S 0 

64 

26 

7*1 

11 

0 


45 

679 

10 0 

€4 

as 

7^3 

y 

0 

X 63 

44 

683 

i& 0 

64 

24 

7**4 

14 

0 

1 

i 63 

43 

688 

2 0 

^4 

13 

716 

5 

® r 

1 

4 i 

691 

XX 0 

%4 

22 

717 

t ' 

3 i 

1 63 

41 

605 

0 C. 

44 

2r 

719 

ii 

0 I 

1 63 

40 

690 

9 * 

<4 

20 

721 

0 

0 i 

i ^3 

39 

roi 

Q 

«♦ 


722 

12 

0 

1 <»3 


roi 

4 »* 

(') 0 

*4 


715 

14 

0 

^3 


707 

ti) 0 

^4 

»7 

728 

]6 

0 

63 

36 

710 

12 0 

^4 

16 

731 

18 

0 

<>3 

35 ' 

713 

5 0 

H 

*5 

735 

0 

0 

! ^3 

14 

7*5 

iS 0 

^4 


738 

2 

0 

I ^’3 

33 

718 

12 0 

44 

13 

739 

17 

0 

i ^3 

32 

720 

J2 0 

^4 

32 

741 

13 

0 

! .<>3 

31 

722 

12 V 

64 

11 

743 

8 

0 

: ^3 

30 

724 

12 0 

«4 

10 

745 

4 

0 

63 

29 

7 '-r) 

12 0 

64 

9 

747 

0 

0 


2S 

1 7=S 

12 0 

64 

i 

743 

6 

0 ■ 

^3 

17 

7 >'- 

3 c. 

04 

7 

737 

0 

0 

63 

26 

731 

15 c 

64 

6 

72R 

10 

0 

^3 

^5 

753 

6 0 

^4 . 

5 

717 

6 

0 

63 

*4 

j 734 

iS 0 

<^4 

4 

707 

12 

c 1 

1 63 

13 

1 730 

10 0 

64 

A 

683 

2 

0 I 

! 63 

1 ^ ^ 

I 

1 7 

9 0 

H 

Z 

649 

10 

1 

<’3 

21 

74 '-* 

S 0 

64 

1 

562 

12 

0 ! 


zo 

742 

7 




— 

• 

^3 

19 

744 

6 0 

<^3 

63 

562 

12 

0 


18 

746 

4 0 

^3 ; 

62 

5^1 

9 

0 

63 

17 

749 

9 ^ 

^3 1 

61 

5 «o 

7 

0 

63 

x6 

7 S 1 

14 0 

6; 

60 

'>89 

4 

0 

<>3 

i IS 

755 

10 0 

. <^3 

59 

508 

2 

0 

^3 

14 

759 

4 0 


58 

607 

0 

0 

63 

13 

762 

30 0 

*3 

57 

713 

xz 

0 

63 

12 

763 

7 0 

63 

56 

620 

3 

0 

4 

63 

11 

) 764 

5 0 

\ 


• 




9 

« 

lABW 
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I'ARLE 11.— ConiUiutd. 


] i 

Ages oflAgcs oil 
iHft 1 the. I 
XMer lYoung-l 
IJvco. lc!Livc';.| 


Value of the 
Annuities. 


6 ;: 

T'Z 

62 

bz 

bz 

6 1 

62 

hi 




57 

56 

55 

54 

S 3 

S» 

51 


49 

47 

46 
4 S 
44 
1 43 


tz 

ha 

6a 

<32 

62 

61 

62 
62 
62 
6z 
6a 
62 
62 
62 


42 

41 

40 

35 

36 

35 

34 

3-3 

3 » 

31 

3 ''^ 

29 


6^ i 

1 

10 


s » 

a 

t 1' 


9 

"66 

(1 

0 ! 

1 

•jj 

S 

;66 

18 

f 

0 


• 

•* 

/ 

759 

18 

0 

63 

6 

550 

10 

0 


5 

738 

4 

0 


4 

^27 

12 

0 

! 

3 

7^4 

16 

0 


a 

669 

8 

0 

1 

6^ 

t 

579 

4 

° i 

•MB. 



— 

0 ; 

62 

i 

683 

a 

0 1 

( 


61 

591 

17 

0 > 

0 I. 

tJi 

60 

600 

13 

Ca 

59 

609 

8 

0 0 

6 a 

5 » 

618 

4 


12 o 
4 


627 
6 j 3 
640 
646 16 

653 

660 
665 
671 
676 10 

68a o 
687 10 

691 15 

696 
700 


O Cl 


8 

o 

TO 

O 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


5 ^ 


704 3 0 

708 16 

712 7 

715 i 3 
719. 9 

723 ^ 

726 10 o 

729 3 O 

731 j6 o 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


734 

737 


9 

2 


o 

o 

o 


739 H 
741 15 o 

74; 16 o 

745 17 o 



j< 


6a 
62 
62 
6z 
62 
62 
6x 
62 
62 
62 
62 
6z 
62 
62 
62 
6a 
62 
6a 
62 

62 

63 
6z 
62 
62 
62 
6a 
6a 
6z 

T/ 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

61 

6t 

61 

6x 

61 


Ages 
the 
Ynung-| 
erLWca 


aS 
a? 
a 6 

24 

23 

za 

21 

20 

]8 

17 

16 

15 

14 

J3 

12 

i.| 

10 

I 

7 

6 

S 

4 

-3 

a 

1 

61 

60 

5^ 

56 

55 

54 

53 

5» 

5* 

SO 

49 
48 

47 
46 


V aiup of ihtt 

Anuulticv. 


S * if* 

747 o 

749 ® 


75 * 

xo 0 

7 S '3 

3 0 

754 

15 0 

756 

8 0 

758 

0 0 

760 

8 0 

762 

t6 0 

765 

4 0 

367 

ia 0 

770 

0 0 

773 

5 ^ 

776 

10 o' 

779 

IS 0 

7*3 

0 0 

786 

6 0 

7 *.? 

la 0 

7*4 

i8. 0 

7*4 

4 '« 

7*3 

xo 0 

782 

s& 0 

77a 

8 0 

7 S 9 

4 0 

747 

xa 0 

723 

12 0 

689 

8 0 

59 S 

14 0 

603 

0 0 

611 

14. 0 

620 

% 0 

€29 

% 0 

637 

t6 0 

646 

10 0 

653 

a 0 

6 s 9 

14 0 

666 

6 0 

67a 

18 0 

679 

zo 0 

685 

a 0 

690 

0 

696 

7 0 

70a 

0 0 

707 

12 0 


T ABLS 
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T ABLE .—Continued. 


Ages ofL^ges ol 
tfie 1 the 
"FHcr j Young- 
Lives* |erLives. 

Value oF tljc 
aVnnulties, 

6 t 

4>5 

Sm d, 

721 17 0 


44^ 

71* 3 0 

6i 

43 

720, 8 0 


4» 

724 i4 0 

6i 


729 0 0 

€x 

40 

73* i2 0 

€i 

39 

736 3 0 

6 i 

38 

739 i4 0 

Cr 

37 

743 6 0 


36 

746 18 0 

€i 

35 

749 12 


34 

752 4 0 


33 

754 17 0 

€t 

3» 

757 lO 0 

6 i ’ 

31 

760 2 0 

<r 

30 

762 3 0 


29 

764 4 0 

<1 

. 2® * 

766 5 0 


27 

< 6 0 


i4 

770 8 0 

fijF 

■ as 

772. r 0 


44 • 

773 14 0 


23 

77S. 7 9 


22- . 

777. 0 o*' 



778^ 14 0 

6i 

. 20 

781; n 0, 


29- 

784 I2J Q 


18 

787 II 0 

6i, 

i7 

790 10 0 


16 

793 TO, »- 

€f 

A 

. 2S 

796 13. 0 


i- 14 

■ 799 1^. 

6 ? 

^ 13- 

802 19. 0 


12 

800 2 0 

6t 

11 

809 4 0 


, JO • 

806 5 0 

€z 

Q 

803 6 0 

6i 

8 

800 7 0 

6i 

7 

779 8 0 


6 

794 : • 8 O' 


5 

780 . 2 0 


4 

767 - io\ O' 

€x 

3 

742 6' 0 

6x 

2 

706 ,12 0 

6i. 

s 

612 6 0 


Ages ol 
die 
Elder 
Lives* 

Ages of 
the 

Voung- 

crLives. 

Val JC of the 
Annuities* 

• 


• 

c 

s* 

d. 

60 

60 

622 

32 

0 

60 

59 

631 

5 

0 

60 

58 

639 

18 

0 

60 

57 

648 

11 

0 

60 

5 ^ 

657 

4 

0 

60 

55 

66$ 

18 

0 

60 

54 

67.2 

10 

0 

60 

53 

679 

2 

0 

60 

5 » 

685 

14 

0 

60 

51 

692 

6 

0 

60 

'50 

698 

18 

0 

60 

49 

704 

12 

0 

60 

48 

710 

6 

0 

60 

47 

716 

0 

0 

60 

46 

721 

14 

0 

60 

45 

727 

8 

0 

60 

44 

73 * 

14 

0 

60 

43 

736 

I 

0 

60 

42 ' 

740 

7 

0 

60 

41 

744 

14 

0 

60 

40 ’ 

■749 

0 

0 

60 

■ 39 

75a 

11 

0 

60 

38 

756 

3 

0 

60' 

37 

7 59 

*4 

0 

60 

36 

763 

6 

0 

60 

35 

7 n 6 

18 

0 

60 

34 

769 

IX 

0 

60 

33 

77 S 

4 

Q 

60 

32 


17 

0 

f>o 

3 * 

777 

10 

0 

Co 

30 

780 

4 

0 

60 

29 

78 » 

5 

0 

Co 

28 

7S4 

7 

0 

Co 

27 

7R6 

8 

0 

Co 

26 

788 

TO 

0 

Co 


890 

T2 

0 

• 60 

24 

702 

7 

0 

6u 

23 

794 

3 

0 

60 

22. 

'795 

18 

6 

Co 

ZT 

797 * 

14 

Q 

Co 

20 

799 ' 

10 

0 

6o* 

JQ 

803 

6 

0 

60' 

- 18. 

8'6 

JO 

A 

0 

» 60 

* -I? 

810 

0 

0 

60 

m 

16 

813 

10 0 

TA^LE 




I'ABLE Ih’^Ctatinued, 


Age^ 0 
the 
Blder 
Livch. 

f Ages 0 
the 

Vaung< 

crLives 

f 

V alue of the 
• Annuities* 

: 

6o 

*5 

3 x 7 

X. d, 

0 0 

6o 

*4 

Sx9 

17 0 

6o 

13 

Sax 

15 0 

6 o 

iz 

8x5 

12 0 

6o 

It 

SxS 

10 0 

6o 

xo 

831 

8 0 

6o 

9 

830 

18 0 

69 

% 

8z8 

4 0 

60 

7 

822 

8 0 

45 o 

6 

8x3 

12 0 

60 

5 

Sox 

z 0 

60 

4 

7*7 

10 0 

6d 

3 

761 

2 0 

60 

% 

713 

18 0 

60 

X 

626 

*4 0 

MM 


— MM 

— 0 

59 

5 ? 

44X 

0 0 

S 9 

s« 

650 

13 0 

59 

57 

659 

5 ® 

59 

S6 

667 

x6 0 

59 

55 

676 

8 0 

59 

54 

685 

0 0 

59 

S 3 

691 

*4 0 

59 

5 » 

698 

9 0 

59 

5 * 

70s 

3 0 

59 

50 


38 0 

59 


718 

12 0 

59 

48 

714 

5 0 

59 

47 

7*9 

z8 0 

59 

46 

735 

It 0 

59 

45 

74 » 

4 0 

59 

44 

746 

18 0 

59 

43 

75 * 

6 0 

59 

41 

755 

14 0 

59 

4 * 

760 

2 0 

59 

40 

764 

xo 0 

50 

H 

768 

iS 0 

59 

38 

77 * 

9 0 

59 

37' 

776 

0 0 

59 

36 

779 

XI 0 

59 

35 

783 

2 0 

55 

34 

786 

Iz 0 / 

59 

33 

789 

5 0 

59 

3 » 

79 * 

18 0 

59 

3 * 

794 

It 0 


h 


Ages oi 
the 
Elder 
Lives. 

Ages of 
the 

Young- 

erLivei- 

Value of the 
Annuities. 



if. 

X. d * 

59 

30 

797 

4 0 

59 


799 

18 0 

59 

28 

802 

0 6 

59 

27 

804 

2 0 

59 

26 

E06 

4 0 

59 

*5 

8 o 3 

6 0 

59 

14 

8to 

8 0 

S 9 

a-1 

8 X 2 

9 0 

59 

22 

814 

10 0 

59 

2 X 

8x6 

IX 0 

59 

20 

8r8 

12 0 

59 

19 

820 

X4 0 

59 

x8 

824 

XX 0 

59 

17 

82S 

8 0 

S 9 

16 

832 

5 0 

59 

*S 

836 

2 0 

59 

»4 

839 

18 0 

59 

*3 

842 

6 0 

59 

12 

844 

14 0 

59 

11 

847 

2 0 

59 

10 

! 849 

to 0 

59 

9 

851 

x8 0 

59 

8 

848 

14 e 

59 

7 

842 

2 4 

59 

6 

83 * 

24 0 

59 

5 

819 

X j 0 

59 

4 

807 

to Q 

$9 

3 

779 

16 0 

59 

2 

74 * 

2 0 

59 

I 

641 

2 0 

M« 



“ 0 

5 « 

S8 

661 

8 e 

5 » 

57 

669 

x8 0 

5 * 

56 

678 

8 0 

5 * 

55 

686 

18 0 

58 

54 

69 s 

8 0 


53 

703 

x8 0 

58 

51 

710 

15 0 

58 

$* 

7*7 

X 2 9 

58 

50 

734 

9 o- 

58 


73 » 

6 0 

sf 

48 

738 

4 0 

58 


743 

*i 0 


4$ 

749 

6 0 

58 

45 

754 

17 0 

table 






( s« ) 



Value of the 
AfinuUu^t 


760 

8 

0 

76$ 

0 

b 

770 

9 

0 

774 

*9 

0 


8 

38 

0 

0 

7SB 

$ 

0 

791 

18 

0 

795 

798 

9 

*9 

b 

0 

8ca 

zo 

0 

806 

0 

0 

808 

t? 

0 

Sii 

6 

0 


*9 

0 

816 

12 

0 

819 

6 

0 

8ai 

8 

0 

823 

11 

0 

825 

n 

0 

S27 

16 

0 

82a 

18 

0 

832 

7 

0 

834 

16 

0 


5 

0 

835 

*4 

0 

84a 

4 

0 

844 

4 

0 

850 

4 

0 

854 

4 

b 

858 

4 

D 

862 

4 

0 

863 

11 

0 

862 

»9 

0 

%eb 

6 

0 

867 

H 

0 

869 

2 

0 

861 

18 

0 

851 

18 

0 

*37 ' »« 

0 

Sae 

2 

0 

798 


0 

758 

a 

0 

^>5 

la 

0 

0 



VfUue of the 
AnauUlea. 


48o 

to 

688 

18 

697 

6 

70s 

J 4 

714 

2 

722 

10 

7"9 

9 

73 ^ 

9 

743 

8 

7^0 

8 

7<7 

8 

762 

17 

768 

7 

773 

16 

779 

6 

7*4 

16 

7*9 

7 

7«)3 

iS 

79 * 

9 

803 

0 

8c 7 

12 

811 

I 

lit 

11 

0 

821 

xo 

R25 

0 

827 

13 

Rto 

6 


19 

«:5 

12 

S^8 
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TABLE III. 


The Values of an Annuity of /.lOO per Annum, payable 
yearly, for any Number of Years, not exceeding go. 
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RULES for Inferring the Value of an Annuity of lOO 
per Annum, held on the lungeft of Two Lives; 

Alfb, the Value of an Annuity of loo per Annum^ 
held on thejoliic Continuance of I'hree Lives: 

Alfo, the Value of an Annuity of £. loo per Annum, 
held on the longeft of Three Lives. 


RULE for determining the Value of an Annuity of 
ICO per Annum, payable Yearly, and held on the 
longeft of Two Lives. 

The Values of an Annuity of Iqo per annum, held on each 
of the fitigie Lives, to be added together (from Tabl« I.), and 
^rom this Sam the Value ol an Atinui^v held ou the joint Conti¬ 
nuance of the Two Lives (from I able II.), to be fufaftrafled ; 
the refult is the Value of an Annuity of looper annum, held 
on the longeft of the Two Lives. 


RULE for determining the Value of an Annuity of joo 
per Annum, payable Yearly, and held on the joint 
Continuance of Three Lives. 

The Value of an Annuity of £. lOO per Annm on the joint 
Continu3f»ce of the Two Elder Lives, is to be found (irom 
Table II). The Age of a fiugle Life of the fame (or nea-cfl) 
Value, with ihe Annuity of the fald joint Lives, to be found 
from Table I. The Value of an Annuity of /. loo per annum, 
on the joint Continuance of this Life, and the Younger Life from 
Table IL hive Pounds being deduced from the faid Sum, is the 
Value of an Annuity of £. i oo per annum, held oh the joint Coa- 
tlnuancc of the 1 luce Lives. 


RULE 






{Bo ) 


.ItULE for determihiiig the Value of an Annuity of 
TOO per Annum^. payable Yearly, and held on the 
longeft of Three Lives. 

THE Values of an Annuity of £. ico per annum for each of 
the Thtce fingle Lives to be cKtra^ted from Table L and to be 
a ided together. The V»j1uc oi an Annuity loo.pcr ann. 

cn the joint Continuance of the Two YoUngeft Lives, a]fo the 
Value of an Annuity of loo on the joint Continuance of the 
Two Eldcft Lives, alfo the Value of an Annuity of jT. loo per 
annum, on the joint* Continuance f.f the Oldeft Life and the 
Youngeil Life; ail found by Table H. to be fnblfradlcd from 
the Sum or Addition of the Annuities oa the Three lingle Lives i 
To the rcfult is ro be added the V.uue I'f an Annuity of loo 
per annum he'td on the joiut Continuance of Three Lives ; the 
amount is the Vdiuc cf n Annuity of/,- I'^'O per annum Of^ the 
lutjgcft of the Three Lives- 


An 



n A.CCOUNT of Extraordinary Expences of the Army, incurred and paid by the Right Honourable the Pay- 
mafter General of His Majefty’s Forces, from the 5th of November to the a4th of'Dedcmber 1795, both inclufive, 

and not provided for by Parliament. 
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To the Hononourable the Knights, Citizens, Burgefles, 

in Parliament aflemhled. * 

An ACCOUNT of the Total Net Produce of the Taxfcs 
for one Year, ended the 5tfi Day of April. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Total Value of the Imports into, 
and Exports from Great Britain, in the lail Ten Years, 
dillinguiihing each Year. 
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THOMAS IRVING, 

Ci*ncul\ Office, * Infpe^lor Gt-ncral nf the Imports and 

Cullom-Ilou^c, Lundon, Expoits ot Greut BritiliL 

A} I'il 12, 170^* 

tCcte-^Tlie Import ition ofp*'*’ds tiie Eaft-Indh r, .ire not brought tx) at* * 
count at the C'tiltoni-Houfe, until lix montlih alter the date of each fnip'fi 
jcpfi?• -nd federal of d* jhij s did net arrive laft year un'.il the month of 
Dvtcr.iiier, thcr. tore, the :.c».ouj:;t of the value ol tite iflii wts from India, 
for Uiac year, cannot as yet be given. 
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THOAIAS IRVING, 

Infpeftsr General of the Imports and Exports of Great Brita!:i« 

Infpeftor Cefieral’s Office, 1 The Importation of Goodt from theEaft-Indles is not brought to Ac;ount at the Cuftom Houfe until Six Months after 
■ Cuftom Houfe^Xondon; }► the Date of each Ship’s Report 5 and as feveral of the Shh-S did not arrive iaft Year until the Month of DecrmlKt, 
April uth, 1796 . i thertfofethi Acedunt of the Nalirtflfibi ImfMU from India fsr that Ysiftaaii*t as j«t he given. 
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